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Displaced Main Street tenants 

allege neglect; owner pushes back

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

WASSAIC — Tucked into the 
hills just off Old Route 22, Doug-
las Broughton operates an indoor 
cannabis farm — and this spring, 
he plans to open a dispensary in 
downtown Millerton.

The Wassaic-based grower 
signed a lease Dec. 1 for the former 
Demitasse storefront at 32 Main 
St. He plans to reopen the space 
as the Black Rabbit Farms canna-
bis dispensary following modest 
renovations.

The work will include cosmetic 
updates and the installation of 
freestanding, custom-made dis-
play cabinets.

Broughton said he hopes to 
open in April, but red tape at 
the New York Office of Canna-

bis Management could delay the 
opening.

The Millerton storefront will 
mark another milestone for the 
63-year-old farmer, who has 
been cultivating cannabis since 
the 1990s, when the plant was still 
illegal. 

“I just loved the plant and how 
it grew,” Broughton said. “It’s a 
very alien plant — it seems like 
it came from a different planet.” 

 In the early 1990s, Broughton 
was bartending in Brooklyn and 
couch-surfing after becoming 
disenchanted with the television 
broadcast industry. As an Asian 
American, he said his dreams of 
becoming a leading man or prime-
time news anchor were dashed by 
what he described as discrimina-

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Tim Watson sits in the front room of a home he and his family are temporarily occupying. Watson 

and his family evacuated their apartment at 7-9 Main St. in Millerton after a carbon monoxide leak.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN MILLER

Nor’easter 

A powerful blizzard 

inundated much of the 

Northeast U.S. with snow 

and heavy winds Sunday, 

Feb. 22, and Monday, 

Feb. 23, burying north-

east Dutchess County 

in 8 to 12 inches of snow 

and causing travel bans. 

Right: Alanna Broesler 

clears snow from the 

sidewalk in front of her 

restaurant, Willa,  just 

after 4:30 p.m. Monday 

after the storm ended.

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON —  Nearly four 
weeks after a furnace fire sent 
deadly levels of carbon monoxide 
inside 7-9 Main Street and forced 
as many as 18 residents to evacuate, 
a dispute between displaced ten-
ants and the building’s owner has 
raised questions about safety, man-
agement and whether the property 

will reopen. 
As of press time, the village 

had posted a notice on the build-
ing declaring it an “Unsafe Struc-
ture,” barring residents from re-
turning until required repairs are 
completed. Village officials said 
required repairs include install-
ing a new furnace, carbon mon-
oxide and smoke detectors, and an 
ADA-compliant ramp. However, 
the owner said he is hesitant to un-

dertake those upgrades after years 
of challenges with the village and 
some tenants.

Several tenants described their 
displacement as the latest failure of 
the owner, Kastriot “Chris” Rrapi, 
to properly maintain the 126-year-
old building, an argument that 
Rrapi disputes. 

“Our entire world got flipped 

Cannabis entrepreneur

Wassaic grower 

leaves black market

for Main Street
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Pine Plains Supervisor defends 

role in surveillance contract

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — More than 
50 residents packed Town Hall on 
Thursday, Feb. 19, as Town Supervi-
sor Brian Walsh sought to address 
continuing controversy over a pro-
posed license plate reader surveil-
lance system.

At issue is a February 2025 
contract with Atlanta-based sur-
veillance company Flock Safety. 
Residents questioned when the 
agreement was signed, who au-
thorized it, and whether it was re-
viewed by the Town Board or Town 
Attorney Warren Replansky, as re-

quired under town procurement 
procedures.

Walsh addressed the matter 
about 15 minutes into the meeting, 
following a public hearing on an 
unrelated local law. Before opening 
public comment, he read a prepared 
statement, asserting once again that 
he had no knowledge of a contract 
with Flock Safety and addressed 
specific comments from a phone 
call he held with company offi-
cials that were recently revealed in 
a report by The New Pine Plains 
Herald.

The contract in question came to 
light two weeks ago on Feb. 9 dur-
ing an emergency meeting of the 

Pine Plains Town Board following 
the discovery of markers for sur-
veillance cameras across town. The 
New Pine Plains Herald reported 
that Sgt. Michael Belliveau, who re-
signed from the town’s police force 
last year, signed the $80,000 con-
tract with Flock on Feb. 25, 2025. 

Under New York State Law, 
town funds can only be spent with 
Town Board approval. In Pine 
Plains, police department equip-
ment is jointly owned with the 
town government.

“At no time was it ever stated to 
me that a contract had been execut-
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fine jewelers since 1975

BUYING GOLD, PLATINUM, 
DIAMONDS & ESTATE JEWELRY

413-645-3399  .  info@twmcclelland.com   
twmcclelland.com . 597 Main Street, Great Barrington, MA

With decades of experience, an excellent network, 
and the unique ability to recycle materials in-house, 

TW McClelland & Daughters is able to offer 
superior returns for fine jewelry. As gold prices soar, 

there has never been a better time to sell.

For selling appointments please reach out by phone or email.

Untitled-1   3Untitled-1   3 1/28/26   9:27 AM1/28/26   9:27 AM

Webutuck students bring back 

the ’80s with nostalgic comedy

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — Webutuck’s 
drama program is returning 
for the second year with a 
production of “Back to the 
’80s.”

A cast consisting of mostly 
middle schoolers and one 
freshman will debut the 
throwback comedy in Webu-
tuck’s auditorium at 5 p.m. on 
Thursday, Feb. 26. Additional 
performances will follow at 7 
p.m. on Friday, Feb. 27, and Sat-
urday, Feb. 28, with a matinee 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, March 1.

“Back to the ’80s” is a 
nostalgic comedy written 
by Dean O’Carroll following 
sixteen-year-old Mary Fitzfry 
who gets transported back in 
time to 1985 when a time ma-
chine malfunctions — echo-
ing the plot of 1985 block-
buster “Back to the Future.” 

What follows is a refer-
ence-filled jaunt through ’80s 
pop culture as the teen, played 
by Webutuck eighth-grader 
Fiona Crow, tries to repair the 
time machine and return to 
the present day without doing 

anything that could change 
the future.

At dress rehearsal on 
Saturday, Feb. 21, perform-
ers buzzed with excitement 
as they donned their neon-
splashed costumes and high-
top sneakers. Some of the 
students had been preparing 
for the performance by taking 
in 80s media.

“We watched ‘Big’ last 
night,” Webutuck Freshman 
Nolan Howard said at dress 
rehearsal, adding that he 
thought the 1988 Tom Hanks 
feature was a good movie.

Webutuck music and chorus 
teacher Kaylee Kelsey leads the 

production, marking her sec-
ond year as the school play’s 
director and producer. She 
said Webutuck hadn’t had a 
school play in years before she 
rebooted the program last year.

She said the timing of the 
program — with rehearsals 
starting in late September 
and the performance in the 
first week of March — cre-
ated challenges in getting high 
school students involved. 

“It’s a winter play, it’s not 
really a spring play,” Kelsey 
said, adding that the winter 
sports season, academic re-
sponsibilities and a lack of 
familiarity with performance 

PHOTOS BY NATHAN MILLER

The ensemble cast of “Back to the ’80s” shows off their vintage dance moves during dress rehearsal.

Pine Plains police to test 

real-time translation 

software for body cameras

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — Town 
officials announced that the 
police department will begin 
testing new translation and 
transcription software de-
signed to help officers com-
municate more effectively 
with non-English speakers 
and improve efficiency in 
writing reports.

The software package — 
developed by body camera 
and electric stun gun manu-
facturer Axon — includes 
translation tools that inter-
pret conversations in real 
time using the microphones 
and speakers in state-mandat-
ed body cameras. That tech-
nology would allow officers 
to communicate with people 
who can’t speak English with-
out the use of a cellphone app, 
which officials said can be 
unreliable in areas with poor 
reception.

Sergeant Steven Cam-
burn said he wanted at least 
two board members to view 
a live demonstration of the 
technology from Axon rep-
resentatives, though a date for 
the demonstration has not yet 
been set.

Councilwoman Jeanine 
Sisco opened the invitation 
to community members, 
saying that interested volun-
teers could reach out to town 
board members or Camburn 
by email if they would like to 
attend. 

Camburn outlined some of 
the benefits of the tools. The 
translation tools would elimi-
nate cellphone translation 
apps, which he said were cum-
bersome and inconvenient in 
the field. Transcription tools 
aid in writing police reports, 
improving officers’ efficiency 
and accuracy, Camburn said.

“It will write the report 
pretty much more accurately 
than we can,” Camburn said.

The software would be 
provided through a 30-day 
trial with no money down and 
no commitments, Camburn 
told the board and residents 
in attendance.

After a brief description of 
the software, Camburn took 
questions from a capacity au-
dience. More than 50 people 
filled Town Hall for the meet-
ing in anticipation of further 
statements from the Town 
Board on a controversial pro-
posed surveillance system in 
the town.

Community members 
sought clarification as to who 
has access to body camera 
footage and transcripts from 
officers’ interactions. Camburn 
said the data is only accessed on 
a case-by-case basis and every 
action is tracked. Axon and out-
side agencies cannot access the 
footage, he said.

“Axon is a closed system,” 
Camburn said. “They don’t 
sell anything.”

Correction

AMENIA — An article on 
the front page of The Miller-
ton News on Thursday, Feb. 
19, incorrectly reported that 
the Amenia Planning Board 
voted to require a full envi-
ronmental impact analysis for 
the proposed 28-unit work-
force housing subdivision.

In fact, the board voted 4-2 
on Wednesday, Feb. 11, to pre-
pare a draft positive declara-
tion under the State Environ-
mental Quality Review Act. 
The issue will be discussed 
further at the board’s March 
meeting. If adopted, the posi-
tive declaration would require 
a full environmental impact 
statement and delay the proj-
ect by six to 12 months.

Amenia invites applications for volunteer posts

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — The Town of 
Amenia has announced op-
portunities for residents to fill 
open volunteer positions on 
local boards and committees.

Two openings exist to 
serve as alternates for the 
Planning Board, and one ex-

ists to serve as an alternate 
for the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals. Meanwhile, the Hous-
ing Board is seeking to fill one 
vacancy. 

Positions are also open to 
assist with the Climate Smart 
Task Force, part of the Con-
servation Advisory Council, 
and the Enhancement Com-
mittee.  

All positions are open to 
town residents. To apply, send 
a letter of interest and resume 
by email to the Town Clerk 
at dmklingner@ameniany.
gov or by mail to Town Clerk, 
Dawn Marie Klingner, 4988 
Route 22, Amenia, NY. 12501. 
The deadline for applying is 
Thursday, March 12, at noon, 
or until the position is filled.

contribute to the lower num-
bers among high school stu-
dents.

So Kelsey, like last year, 
brought middle school stu-
dents into the fold. She said at 
least 10 performers returned 
after last year’s production of 
“Clue,” bringing along friends 
and other inspired classmates 
to build a cast of 26 for this 
year’s production.

The younger cast has its 
own challenges, however. “It 
is a bit more of a scramble,” 
Kelsey said, but the middle 
school students make up for 
a lack of organization with 
excitement.

Right: Nolan Howard wears his first costume for 

his role as a local eccentric scientist. Below: the 

play opens with a modern-day teen arguing with 

her mother before being transported back to 1985.

Webutuck music and 

chorus teacher Kaylee 

Kelsey meets with stu-

dents at dress rehearsal.

Boxes backstage hold costumes for quick changes.

Kyra Whalen, left, and Mariah Bradley perform an im-

pression of elderly women during dress rehearsal at 

Webutuck High School on Saturday, Feb. 21.

Webutuck music and chorus teacher Kaylee Kelsey, right, 

puts a tie on Liam Diaz to complete his preppy costume.



ZBA rejects attempt to 

reopen 20-year dispute over 

illegal Cooper Road home

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — The 
Town of North East Zoning 
Board of Appeals (ZBA) voted 
Thursday, Feb. 19, to formally 
deny a request that would 
have reopened a 20-year-old 
dispute over an illegal dwell-
ing on Cooper Road, bring-
ing the latest chapter of the 
long-running Vitiello case to a 
close — and leaving the future 
of the property unresolved. 

The rehearing request, 
filed in September 2025 by Jo-
sephine and Erasmo Vitiello, 
sought to revisit a 2005 ZBA 
decision related to the legality 
of their dwelling — a home 
located in a landlocked wood 
lot that has never received a 
certificate of occupancy. 

Although the structure 
received a building permit in 
2005, Town Attorney Warren 
Replansky has said it was ap-
proved as a shed but built as a 
single-family residence without 
the required public road front-
age. It remains illegal under the 

town’s zoning code and litiga-
tion between the town and 
homeowners in 2018 resulted 
in an injunction requiring the 
property to be vacated. 

The home, however, re-
mains occupied, prompting 
public questions about en-
forcement by the Town Board. 
Thursday’s meeting served 
as the board’s final opportu-
nity to determine whether it 
would reopen the case. The 
ZBA declined to do so, voting 
3-1 to adopt a formal resolu-
tion written by Replansky 
denying the request. 

The vote leaves the original 
ZBA ruling in place and affirms 
that the board will not consider 
whether the structure can be le-
galized. The future of the prop-
erty is now back in the hands of 
the town’s zoning enforcement 
powers, returning to a status 
quo that has left residents of the 
illegal dwelling and neighbors 
uncertain about next steps.

While the agenda framed 
the item as a “review and 
vote on the decision for the 
reconsideration,” the board’s 

discussion shifted to broader 
questions about the legality of 
decisions made decades ago. 

Board member Jeff Stark 
attempted to introduce a mo-
tion to re-hear the original 
2005 determination, arguing 
that the ZBA’s original ruling 
contained legal errors — spe-
cifically that the board had 
imposed conditions it did not 
have the authority to impose 
and overstepped into the juris-
diction of the highway super-
intendent and town engineer. 

No board member sec-
onded Stark’s motion.

The decision ends the Vi-
tiellos’ attempt to revive the 
zoning case through the ZBA, 
the latest chapter of a dispute 
that has dragged on for years. 

Stark, in a lengthy state-
ment entered into the record, 
argued that the 2005 decision 
should be clarified to remove 
conditions the ZBA had no 
legal power to enforce and to 
make clear that any path for-
ward lies outside of the ZBA. 
Other board members did not 
respond on his comments.

Amenia Town Board divided on filling vacant seat

Stanford supervisor pushes 

transparency in first year

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — Town Board 
members debated how to fill a 
seat that has been vacant since 
February 2025, ultimately 
tabling the discussion until a 
formal resolution can be con-
sidered at a future meeting.

The vacancy stems from 
the sudden death of Council-
man Paul Winters in February 
2025. Since then, the board 
has operated with four mem-
bers instead of the prescribed 
five.

Members were divided on 
whether to appoint an interim 
councilmember or leave the 
seat empty until voters decide 
at the November election. The 
debate extended into public 
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Julia Descoteaux

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

STANFORD — Last fall, 
Julia Descoteaux campaigned 
for and won election as Stan-
ford’s supervisor — but she 
says she does not want Town 
Hall to feel political. Instead, 
she wants it to be accessible 
and transparent, qualities that 
recently earned Stanford top 
honors from the New York 
Association of Towns (NYAT). 

Last week, Stanford’s town 
officials attended the annual 
NYAT luncheon to receive 
official recognition as a 2026 
“Gold Town of Excellence,” an 
achievement that acknowledges 
towns that go above and beyond 
in the areas of economic devel-
opment, sustainability, plan-
ning, community engagement, 
governance and transparency, 
and workforce development. 

“This honor reflects the 
hard work happening every 
day,” Descoteaux said. “It be-
longs to our entire community.” 

Descoteaux, a Democrat, 
describes the position as both 
representative and chief fi-
nancial officer. As Stanford’s 
budget officer, she is respon-
sible for keeping the town on 
stable financial footing while 
navigating the pressures com-
mon to rural communities. 
Rising housing costs, an aging 
population, limited staff ca-
pacity and a narrow tax base 
are among the challenges she 
said will command her focus 
in the year ahead.

“I try to lead with data and 

examples,” Descoteaux said. 
She moved from New York 
City to Stanford during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
now serves as town super-
visor. “I think of myself as a 
very community-minded and 
neighbor-minded leader.” 

Stanford has been helped 
in recent years by generous 
donors — including a sizable 
$2 million gift to subsidize 
EMS and ambulance service 
— but Descoteaux said phi-
lanthropy can’t replace long-
term financial planning. 

“That’s not a long-term 
solution,” she said. 

Her approach, she said, is 
to minimize the burden on 
taxpayers by pursuing grants 
and outside funding — while 
being candid about the trad-
eoffs that come with them. 
Stanford is one of the only 
towns in Dutchess County 
not part of the Greenway 
Compact, she said, which can 
limit grants and funding. 

“Everything has tradeoffs,” 
she said. “My goal is to talk 
about all of the pros and cons.”

The transparency-first 
stance is likely to be tested as 
the town prepares to take up 
zoning recommendations and 
changes later this year, tied to 
Stanford’s comprehensive 
plan “Preserving Our Rural 
Character and Advancing 
Economic Vitality,” adopted in 
December 2023. Descoteaux 
expects the conversation to be 
high-stakes — in part because 
residents are protective of the 
town’s rural character. 
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LEGAL NOTICES
ABSTRACT

By resolution dated 
February 18, 2026 the 
Amenia Fire District has 
approved a resolution, 
subject  to permissive 
referendum, to utilize 
reserve funds to purchase 
a Heavy Rescue Vehicle 
in the amount of up to 
$2,100,000.00, utilizing 
funds from the Capital 
Reserve Fund. Any person 
desiring a mandatory vote 
on the issue must file a 
properly executed and 
sufficient petition within 
thirty days of the date of 
publication of this notice. 
Dated: Amenia, New York, 
February 26, 2026

Dawn Marie Klingner,
District Secretary

02-26-26

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation 

of Cat Kin Willow LLC. 
Articles of Organization 
were filed with the SSNY on 
1/7/2026. Office Location: 
Dutchess County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process 
to: Cat Kin Willow LLC, 14 
Poplar Ave, Pine Plains, NY, 
12567. Purpose: Any lawful 
act or activity.

02-05-26
 02-12-26
02-19-26
02-26-26
03-05-26
03-12-26

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation of 

Your Mom’s Bush Native 
& Medicinal Plant Nursery 
LLC. Arts. Of Org. file with 
SSNY on 1/20/2026. Office 
location: Dutchess County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to 3657 U.S. 
44, Millbrook, NY, 12545. 
Purpose: any lawful act or 
activity.

02-12-26
02-19-26
02-26-26
 03-05-26
03-12-26
03-19-26

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation of 

CGM Freight, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
2/13/2026. Office location: 
Dutchess County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to 27 Whinfield 
Street, Poughkeepsie, New 
York 12601. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

02-26-26
 03-05-26
03-12-26
03-19-26
03-26-26
04-02-26

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation of a 

Limited Liability Company 
HV Moonlight Events LLC 

filed with SSNY on 2/17/26. 
Office location: Dutchess 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 103 
Horseshoe Road Millbrook 
NY 12545 Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

02-26-26
03-05-26
03-12-26

 03-19-26
03-26-26
04-02-26

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation of 

Dreamcatcher Holdco, LLC. 
Arts. Of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
2/18/2026. Office location: 
Dutchess County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The LLC, 79 
Kent Street, Beacon, New 
York 12508. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

02-26-26
03-05-26

 03-12-26
03-19-26
03-26-26
04-02-26

Legal Notice
On-Center Contracting 

LLC filed an Application for 
Authority with the Secretary 
of State of NY on 11/14/2025.

Office location: Dutchess 
County.

SSNY is designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 

process against it may be 
served.

SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process served against 
the LLC to 183 Lake Rd, 
Warren, CT 06777.

The purpose of the LLC 
is contracting/carpentry. 
On-Center Contracting 
LLC can be reached at (860)-
806-4934.

01-29-26
02-05-26
02-12-26
02-19-26
02-26-26
03-05-26

Legal Notice
The Town Board of the 

Town of Pine Plains will hold 
a Special meeting March 3, 
2026 at 7:00pm at the Town 
Hall ,3284 Rt. 199 Pine 
Plains Ny 12567.

The purpose of said 
meeting is to discuss the 
New York State DOT TAP 
Grant.

The said meeting is Open 
to the Public and comments 
are encouraged.

 By Order of the
Town Board

Madelin Defoe
Town Clerk

02-26-26

LEGAL NOTICE
Village of Millerton

2026 Election
Please take Notice that 

the Board of Trustees of 
the Village of Millerton 
designates the following 
offices as vacant position(s) 

at the end of the current 
official year to be filled at the 
Village Elections to be held 
on Tuesday, June 16, 2026, 
for the following terms.

 TRUSTEE - TWO (2) 
YEAR TERM

TRUSTEE - TWO (2) 
YEAR TERM

By order of the
Village Board

Lisa Cope
 Village Clerk

02-26-26

TOWN OF AMENIA 
PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 

that pursuant to Chapter 
105 of the Town of Amenia 
Code, the Planning Board 
of the Town of Amenia 
will hold a public hearing 
on the application by 
Laurence DeSegonzac 
Levin (the “Applicant”) for 
a lot line change consisting 
of transferring .45 acres 
from 173-279 Amenia 
Union Road, tax parcel 
13200-7266-00-340380 
to the adjoining 554-acre 
farm (the “Application”) 
on the property located at 
Leedsville Road, tax parcel 
# 132000-7266-00-165686 
in the Town of Amenia (the 
“Project Site” “). The Project 
Site is located in the Rural 
Agricultural zoning district 
and Flood Plain Overlay and 
Scenic Protection overlay 
districts.

P L E A S E  T A K E 

FURTHER NOTICE that 
the Planning Board will 
hold the public hearing on 
the Application on March 
11, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at 
Amenia Town Hall, 4988 
NYS Route 22, Amenia, New 
York 12501.

P L E A S E  T A K E 
FURTHER NOTICE that 
a copy of the Application is 
on file in the Amenia Town 
Clerk’s Office for public 
viewing and inspection 
during normal business 
hours. The Application 
can also be viewed and 
downloaded from the 
Town’s official website at 
www.ameniany.gov.

P L E A S E  T A K E 
FURTHER NOTICE that 
the Planning Board will hear 
all persons interested in the 
Application at the public 
hearing noticed herein. 
All persons may appear 
at the hearing in person 
or by agent and may also 
submit written comments 
to the Planning Board at 
or prior to such hearing 
by emailing comments to 
Planning Board Secretary 
Judith Westfall at jwestfall@
ameniany.gov.

Dated: February 19, 2026
Robert Boyles, Jr., 

Chairman
 Town of Amenia

Planning Board
02-26-26

“Most people really want to 
keep Stanford rural,” she said. 
“They don’t want Stanford to 
turn into something it’s not.” 

While a significant por-
tion of Stanford’s land is 
permanently protected from 
development, those parcels 
generate little or no property 
tax revenue. As a result, the 
town must fund its services 
with a smaller tax base, creat-
ing additional financial strain.

At the same time, she said, 
preserving Stanford’s identity 
cannot come at the expense 
of long-term sustainability, 
particularly as housing costs 
continue to rise.

In the near term, Desco-
teaux said she hopes to make 
local government easier to ac-
cess and understand. Her pri-
orities include modernizing 
the town website, livestream-
ing meetings, digitizing the 
paper-based building de-
partment and, eventually, 
enabling electronic payments.

“These are things that can 
be solved with technology,” 
she said, describing efficiency 
as both a workforce issue and 
a fiscal one. 

Descoteaux’s style is delib-
erately personal — a hockey 
mom and a dog mom who 
talks about government in the 
language of neighbors in an 
attempt to avoid divisiveness. 
Government works best when 
residents stay in the loop and 
the conversation, she said. 

“Feedback is a gift,” she said. 
“We read everything. My ask is 
that we keep up that dialogue.” 

comment at the Thursday, 
Feb. 19, meeting, where some 
residents suggested holding a 
special election to fill the seat.

Councilman Walter Di-
etrich nominated resident 
Charlie Miller for the interim 
appointment, citing Miller’s 
history of service to the town.

Town Supervisor Rosanna 
Hamm said any appointment 
would need to be formalized 
by resolution. The board vot-
ed 3–1 to table the matter until 
its next meeting on Thursday, 
March 5, when a resolution 
could be considered. Dietrich 
cast the lone vote against ta-
bling the discussion.

Comments from residents 
included a suggestion for a 
special election, but officials 
said the cost of holding an 

election for what would be 
a short-term appointment 
would be impractical. Hamm 
noted that the seat will appear 
on the November ballot.

Another resident asked 
whether additional candidates 
might be considered for the 
interim appointment. Hamm 
recalled a similar vacancy in 
2024 that became “unduly 
divisive,” saying she favors 
leaving the position unfilled 
until the election.

Councilwoman Vicki 
Doyle disagreed, arguing that 
a full board is necessary to 
manage the town’s workload.

“But we’re minus one per-
son,” Doyle said, likening the 
situation to a basketball team 
trying to play with only four 
members instead of five.
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Worship Services
Week of March 1, 2026

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

(860) 435-2627

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Millerton United  
Methodist Church

6 Dutchess Avenue, P.O. Box 812
Millerton, NY 12546

Services on the 1st & 3rd Sunday  
of each month at 3:00 P.M.

518-789-3138

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

Rev. Dr. Johan Johnson, 
 Priest-in-Charge

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, March 8 at 10:30 a.m.

RRUUMMII,,  tthhee  PPeerrssiiaann  SSuuffii  ppooeett  
aanndd  hhuummaanniittaarriiaann

 For information, contact Jo Loi  
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gatesl

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church  

40 Leedsville Road 
Amenia Union, NY

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE

Visit our website for links
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com 
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
8:00AM - Worship Service  

2nd & 4th Sunday  
“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”

 The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-824-5534

canaanct-umc.com
canaanctumc@gmail.com

We hope you will join us!

OBITUARIES

Send obituaries 
to obituaries@lakevillejournal.com

Irving Francis Robbins

CORNWALL — Irving 
Francis Robbins of Cabot, 
Vermont, age 85, 
died in his home 
with his family by 
his side on Feb. 11, 
2026.  Irv lived an 
active and fulfill-
ing life, and he of-
ten spoke of how 
truly fortunate he 
was.  He took great 
pleasure in family, 
friends, teaching 
and coaching, travel, the for-
est, and UConn basketball.  

Born in May of 1940 in 
Torrington, Connecticut, to 
John and Dorothy Robbins, 
Irv grew up beside the Wei-
gold dairy farm near Win-
chester.  

The youngest of four chil-
dren, Irv’s early education 
began in a one-room school-
house.  A childhood spent 
fishing and hunting sparked 
his lifelong interest in the for-
est and self-sufficiency.  Base-
ball games and jaunts through 
the woods with his siblings 
were balanced with work at 
home and on the farm. As a 
young man, Irv worked at 
the Great Mountain Forest 
in Norfolk where his interest 
in the forest grew. 

A member of the Army 
National Guard and a gradu-
ate of Western Connecticut 
State University and the 
University of Hartford, Irv’s 
teaching career spanned sev-
eral decades. 

He was a stalwart figure at 
Sharon Center School where 
he taught for twenty-nine 
years and coached multiple 
sports. 

An advocate for youth ath-
letics, he helped organize the 
first Region One track meet 
for elementary students, an 
event he championed for 
many years. Above all, he en-
joyed the students and staff 
of SCS. 

While on sabbatical in the 
early 1990s, Irv taught Eng-
lish at a language university in 
Wrocław, Poland for a year, an 
adventure he relished. 

Irv married Cindy in 1965. 
After several years in Oregon 
and Vermont, the couple re-
turned to Connecticut and 
chose Cornwall to raise their 
children. A kind and patient 
father, Irv was supportive of 
Leslie’s and Luke’s education 
and interests. His luge run 
provided hours of fun every 
winter, and his maple syrup 
was a household favorite.  

Irv’s many extra jobs, from 
lawn care to security at Lime 
Rock Park, ensured his fami-
ly’s educational opportunities.

After retiring from teach-
ing, Irv built two homes in 
Cabot, Vermont: one atop a 

hill, off the grid, on a Class IV 
road, and the other, easily ac-

cessible, at the bot-
tom of that hill.  He 
and Cindy enjoyed 
Vermont living 
with Irv working 
the land with his 
tractor and back-
hoe. He developed 
vegetable and flow-
er gardens, mead-
ows, and forest 
paths. He planted 

firs for Christmas trees, har-
vested wood, and maintained 
and plowed the long road to 
his home. 

Irv was an involved grand-
father, lucky to live near both 
of his children and their 
families in retirement.  A 
good neighbor, Irv liked to 
visit and was always ready to 
lend a hand. He was open to 
meeting new people and took 
interest in their experiences. 
Ever the advocate for inde-
pendence and self-reliance, 
Irv tutored newcomers to the 
United States in English and 
encouraged people of all ages 
to pursue their education.  He 
will be missed dearly by those 
who knew and loved him.

Irving was predeceased by 
his wife, Cynthia Robbins; his 
sister, Shirley Pedone; and 
his granddaughter, Madeline 
Robbins.  He is survived by 
his daughter, Leslie Robbins 
(Nick); his son, Luke Robbins 
(Taeryn); his grandchildren, 
Crawford, Hudson, Silas, and 
Alaina; his brother, William 
Robbins; his sister, Patricia 
Bodmer; as well as many 
nephews and nieces. 

A Celebration of Irv’s life 
will be held later this year. To 
receive updates about the ser-
vice, please email:  lukecrob-
bins@gmail.com.

Contributions in Irving’s 
memory may be made to the 
Irving and Cindy Robbins 
International Studies Fund, 
a fund of Berkshire Taconic 
Community Foundation, 
which Irv established to sup-
port immersive international 
travel experiences in cultures 
outside of North America for 
students, teachers, and alumni 
of Region One school dis-
trict in Connecticut. Contri-
butions to the fund may be 
made by visiting www.berk-
shiretaconic.org/donate, or 
by mailing a check made out 
to Berkshire Taconic Com-
munity Foundation, with the 
fund name on the memo line, 
to 800 North Main Street, 
Sheffield, MA 01257.

Memories and condolenc-
es may be shared with fam-
ily at CaledoniaLifeServices.
com.

Photo by Sarah Kenyon, 
courtesy of BTCF.

Hubert Doyle Cleaveland, Jr.

SHARON — Hubert Doyle 
Cleaveland, Jr, 84, of Darden, 
Tennessee, passed 
away Feb. 16, at his 
home after a brief 
illness.

He was born 
Dec. 1, 1941 in Sha-
ron, Connecticut 
to the late Hubert 
Doyle Cleaveland, 
Sr. and Georgia 
Willson Cleave-
land. He was a re-
tired diesel mechanic, attend-
ed Rock Hill Baptist Church, 
enjoyed antique cars and was 
a U.S. Air Force veteran serv-
ing from 1962 to 1967. Mr. 
Cleaveland was a member of 
the American Legion Post 243 
in Scotts Hill and was very 
active in providing military 
honors at veteran’s funerals 
in this area for several years.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife Marcella  Cleave-

land, in Jan. of this year and by 
2 brothers, Richard and James 

Cleaveland.
Hubert is sur-

vived by three sis-
ters; Carol Dean, 
of Millerton, 
New York, Bev-
erly Cleaveland, 
of Glastonbury, 
Connecticut, Mary 
Massy, of War-
ren, Connecticut; 
two brothers, John 

Cleaveland, of Palm Harbor, 
Florida, and  Joseph Cleave-
land of Lakeville, Connecti-
cut. 

 Mr. Cleaveland’s wishes 
were to be cremated and a 
memorial service will be held 
at a later time.

Reed’s Chapel, Decatur-
ville is assisting the family 
with arrangements. Phone 
731-852-3643, or online at 
reedschapelfh.com

John Forbes Hanlon

NORTH CANAAN —   
John “Jack” Forbes Hanlon, 
90, passed away peacefully in 
his sleep on Feb. 22, 2026, at 
Noble Horizons in Salisbury, 
Connecticut. He was born 
July 29, 1935, at Geer Hospi-
tal in Canaan to parents Jo-
seph Daniel Hanlon and Ruth 
Cleaveland.  

Jack grew up in Falls Vil-
lage and joined the Army 
from 1957-1958. He was mar-
ried for over 50 years to his 
sweetheart, Linda “Niver” 
Hanlon in 1959.  Jack worked 
on the Hanlon Family Farm 
on Route 63 in Falls Village.  
After that, he worked for the 
Town of Canaan Maintenance 
Department and O’Connor 
Bros. as a truck driver for 30 
years where he took pride in 
maintaining his truck with 
weekly detailing to keep it 
pristine. After retirement, 
Jack kept busy by mowing 
lawns and rototilling gardens.  

He lived on Granger Lane 
for over 50 years where he 
waved to all the neighbors 
who passed. He lived at Wang-
um Village after Linda’s pass-
ing for 13 years before moving 
into Noble Horizon.  Jack was 
a regular at Collin’s Diner, 
where if he missed a day, they 
went looking for him.  

Jack was predeceased by 
his siblings; Elizabeth Beebe, 
Margaret Flynn, Joseph Han-
lon and Florence Hayes.  He is 
survived by his children; Vin-
cent and Michele Hanlon of 
Lime Rock, Theresa and Mat-

thew  Freund of East Canaan, 
Michael and Tina Hanlon of 
Falls Village, Lisa and Wilson 
Korth of Vergennes, Vermont, 
and Jacolyn and Barry Brown 
of East Canaan.  Jack is also 
survived by his grandchildren; 
Caitlin Hanlon, Lauren Han-
lon and her husband Kenny 
Weaver, Amanda Freund, 
Emily Freund, Isaac Freund 
and his wife Ashley, Rachel 
Freund and her husband Cole 
Van Seters, Alexandra Brown, 
Ryan Brown, Michael Han-
lon, Jr., Alexander Korth, Kyle 
Korth and his wife Emily, his 
great grandchildren Rhyder 
Prause and Delila Freund and 
many nieces and nephews. 
Jack had a special connection 
for his niece, Mary Kate Hayes 
of Falls Village. 

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to the 
North Canaan Volunteer 
Ambulance Cor ps, PO Box 
178, Canaan, CT  06018 and 
share a story about our father 
that would bring a smile to a 
friend.  

The family wishes to thank 
Noble Horizon for their com-
passionate care and patience 
with our father.

Arrangements are under 
the care of the Newkirk-
Palmer Funeral Home, 118 
Main Street, Canaan, CT. 
06018.

Calling hours will be held 
at the funeral home on Sun-
day, March 1, at 2 p.m. Memo-
rial service will immediately 
follow.

Moe Bordwin

LAKEVILLE — It is with 
great sadness that we an-
nounce that Moe 
Bordwin, age 89, 
died peacefully with 
family by his side on 
Oct. 30, 2025.  

Born in the 
Bronx in 1936, Moe 
delighted his chil-
dren, grandchildren 
and great-grand-
children and all who 
would listen, with 
his stories of running around 
the Bronx neighborhood with 
his many friends, taking 3 sub-
ways to work in his uncles’ 
grocery store from the age of 
8, as a teenager, waiting tables 
at hotels in Spring Valley, New 
York (where he met his wife, 
then a counselor at that hotel’s 
day camp), and army stories to 
last a lifetime.

In 1957, Moe married Ro-
chelle Semp, his soulmate, 
from Jersey City and they 
built a life together in Glen 
Cove, New York with a large 
group of friends. They raised 
their children there, helped 
found Theater II, and were 
lovingly involved in their 
synagogue Congregation 
Tifereth Israel, where he was 
a pillar of their community. 
Moe was also a supporter of 
Surprise Lake Camp, where 
he spent many summers as 
a child, and later became a 
trustee of the Camp.  

Moe had a distinguished 
professional career as an at-
torney where he transformed 
the real estate bankruptcy 
field in the 1970s. In 1982 he 
established Keen Realty Con-
sultants which later became 
Keen-Summit Capital Part-
ners from which he retired in 
2010. Moe borrowed the name 
“Keen” from his in-laws, who 
were retiring and closing their 
Jersey City clothing store Keen 
Kotton. 

Moe lived his life with love, 
humility and generosity. He 
always wanted to help others, 
and he shared his business 

acumen with all who needed 
it (and even some who didn’t 

ask for it). He qui-
etly helped people 
through difficult 
times with advice 
and care.  Anyone 
who needed help 
knew they could 
turn to Moe for 
support.  

Moe leaves be-
hind his wife of 68 
years, Rochelle; his 

son Harold ( Julie); his daugh-
ter Janet (Eric Gallant); his 
son Matthew (Danielle); and 
his grandchildren; Jesse Bor-
dwin (Gwendolyn Towers) 
and Simon Bordwin (Robbie 
Blue), Charlie Kannel (Arden 
Kreeger), Ethan Kannel (Re-
becca) and Jared Kannel, Izzy 
Bordwin (Peyton Don), Callie 
Bordwin and Mia Bordwin, 
and his great-grandchildren; 
Madelyn Paige Kannel and So-
phia Rose Kannel. His legacy 
of love, innovation, generosity, 
honor, compassion, and integ-
rity will forever inspire us.

Donations in memory of 
Moe can be made to:

The Moe Bordwin Memo-
rial Fund at Congregation 
Tifereth Israel, 40 Hill Street, 
Glen Cove, NY 11542; https://
members.ctionline.org/form/
Moe%20Bordwin%20Memo-
rial%20Fund 

( Just as Moe was always 
one of the first to lend a hand 
to others, this Fund has been 
created to carry forward his 
spirit of generosity and com-
passion).

Surprise Lake Camp, 302 
Lake Surprise Road, Cold 
Spring, NY 10516; https://sur-
priselake.org/ways-to-give/
tribute-gift/ 

(As a kid from the Bronx, 
Moe was sponsored to go to 
Surprise Lake Camp and get 
out into the country.  In addi-
tion to being a camper there, 
he was a long-time member of 
the Board of Trustees and has 
helped numerous children ex-
perience summer camp there).

Carolyn G. McCarthy

LAKEVILLE — Caro-
lyn G. McCarthy, 88, a long 
time resident of 
Indian Mountain 
Road, passed away 
peacefully at home 
on Feb. 7, 2026.

She was born 
on Sept. 8, 1937, in 
Hollis, New York. 
She was the young-
est daughter of the 
late William James 
and Ruth Anderson 
Gedge of Indian Mountain 
Road. 

Carolyn’s first job out of 
high school was at the Time 
and Life building in Manhat-
tan, New York. In 1956, she 
went on to work for Capital 
Airlines until they disbanded. 

She began banking in 
White Plains, New York, 
where she met her husband 
Edward James McCarthy. 
They started their family and 
relocated to Pleasant Valley, 
New York. She then returned 
to banking in Poughkeepsie, 
New York and later pursued 
real estate.

Carolyn was very creative 
and enjoyed home making, 
gardening, sewing, knitting, 
cooking and baking. Her 
Christmas cookies were al-
ways remarkable. She had a 
pioneer spirit and embraced 

the toil of yard chores. She 
was very independent and at 

87 she still shoveled 
the driveway in the 
winter, mowed the 
grass, trimmed the 
bushes, raked the 
leaves and dragged 
the brush. She took 
pride in the mani-
cure of the grounds 
where she resided. 

Carolyn was a 
wonderful mother 

who had an enormous heart. 
She loved all animals, wild 
or tame. She will be dearly 
missed by her family and the 
people that knew her. 

She is predeceased by her 
husband Edward McCarthy 
Sr. and her brother Dr. Staf-
ford Gedge of Minnesota.

She is survived by her son, 
Edward (Anne) McCarthy of 
Greenfield, Massachusetts, 
and grandsons James and 
Theodore, son Sean McCar-
thy of Oak Hill, New York, 
sister Nancy Dougherty of 
South Carolina, nieces Lynn 
Warner, Debra Phillips, Susan 
Nelson, Christine Richards 
and nephews William, James 
and Robert Gedge.

A private service will be 
held at a later date. 

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.
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“It’s not that I don’t see it, but perhaps we should 
discuss why you feel compelled to go down it...”

What is gunboat 

diplomacy without 

boats?

In December 2025, the 
president unveiled plans 
to revamp the U.S. Navy. 

He announced the construc-
tion of two new battleships, 
each costing between $10-$15 
billion. It’s a start, but still 
only a drop in the bucket for 
reviving American shipbuild-
ing.

Why is that important? 
First off, in commercial 
terms, almost 80% of global 
trade by weight is transported 
by ships. If you also consider 
the capabilities of our armed 
forces, you understand that 
nearly 90% of their supplies, 
equipment, fuel, ammo, and 
food are delivered by ships. 
In addition, if we encounter a 
national emergency, the Navy 
will depend on commercial 
shipyards to build warships 
and support ships, as well as 
to transport equipment and 
troops.

We learned this during 
World War II. At its height, 
the U.S. accounted for nearly 
90% of global shipbuilding 
output. Today, that output 
has declined to a mere 0.2% 
of gross tonnage. What hap-
pened? Competition. After 
the war, the rest of the world 
needed to be rebuilt, much of 
it with American money, and 
the shipyards were among 
the areas that had been deci-
mated.

Japan, for example, could 
offer lower labor costs, no 
union issues, brand-new ship-
yards, and prices that under-
cut American construction 
by as much as 60%. The fact 
that foreign steel production 
skyrocketed as well and was 
sold at a fraction of the U.S. 
price didn’t help either.

You know this, how? You 
might ask. As a kid in Philly 
in the early 50s, lots of neigh-
borhood dads worked at the 
Philadelphia Naval Shipyard 
after the war. They made a 
good living then, since U.S. 
shipbuilding was still in its 
heyday. But the decline was 
rapid.

In the 1970s, the U.S. gov-
ernment attempted to reverse 
that slide with the Merchant 
Marine Act of 1970. Ship-
builders spent more than a 
billion dollars modernizing 
their yards and making capital 
improvements with govern-
ment backing. America also 
asked the Japanese, now the 
world’s top shipbuilder, to in-
troduce new techniques and 
practices to reinvigorate our 
moribund industry.

It worked. For a brief 
period, the U.S. became the 
second-largest commercial 
shipbuilder in the world, 
behind Japan. Many of these 
new ships were Liquefied 
Natural Gas carriers and oil 
tankers. However, the 1973 oil 
crisis put an end to that. The 
petroleum industry was on its 
knees, and demand for new 
ships dried up.

Despite that setback, our 
shipbuilding productivity im-
proved in the years that fol-
lowed. Meanwhile, foreign 
shipbuilders—especially the 
Chinese—improved even fast-
er. In 2008, China surpassed 
Japan in shipbuilding output; 
by 2010, it overtook Korea to 
become the world’s largest 
shipbuilder.

By 2022, the U.S. had 
built just five ocean-going, 
commercial ships compared 
to China’s 1,794 and South 
Korea’s 734. Today, the U.S. 
Navy estimates that China’s 
shipbuilding capacity is 232 
times that of the U.S. Even 

worse, it costs twice as much 
to build a ship in the U.S. as 
it does elsewhere.

Nine Asian and European 
carriers, organized into three 
cartels, now control 90% of 
the U.S. containerized ship-
ping trade. To add insult to 
injury, one Chinese company 
produces 80% of all the ship-
to-shore cranes in America. I 
could go on, but this is about 
shipbuilding, not about the 
Chinese, who also produce 
95% of the shipping contain-
ers. The 2025 order book for 
new vessels indicated that 
China accounted for 75% of 
orders, followed by South Ko-
rea at 19%. Under these cir-
cumstances, how is Donald 
Trump going to make Ameri-
can shipbuilding great again?

Largely by following the 
tactics used by the U.S. in the 
Seventies. A new office of 
shipbuilding has been estab-
lished and is again offering 
special tax incentives to de-
velop the industry. Last year, 
the U.S. signed deals with 
three affiliates of Hanwha 
Group, the world’s third-
largest shipbuilder. The $500 
billion deal is earmarked for 
maritime investment. In 
2024, Hanwha bought the 
Philly Shipyard for $100 mil-
lion. This is the sad remnant 
of my boyhood Naval Yard. 
That yard closed in the 1990s, 
laying off thousands of South 
Philly workers.

Hanwha is sinking $5 bil-
lion into the shipyard to up-
grade the site. It is also train-
ing what they hope will be a 
new generation of shipbuild-
ers, while investing in robotic 
labor. Management estimates 
that, if they hit their target of 
20 boats per year, the work-
force could top 10,000. That’s 
a big “if.”

The administration and 
industry plan to focus on 
manufacturing LNG tankers, 
icebreakers, and naval vessels. 
An Italian company, Fincant-
ieri Marinette Marine (FMM), 
based in Wisconsin, is already 
manufacturing naval vessels, 
LNG-fueled cruise ships, and 
other commercial vessels. The 
U.S. is working with the Ital-
ians to expand that enterprise. 
In addition, last year Finland 
and the U.S. agreed to spend 
$6.1 billion to produce 11 new 
icebreakers for the U.S., with 
the first due to be completed 
by 2028.

Trump’s gunboat diplo-
macy, whether in Iran, Ven-
ezuela, or who knows where, 
appears to be a strategic tool 
of his presidency. As such, it 
is vital that the U.S. com-
mands the high seas. In an 
age of drone warfare, ships 
are vulnerable in both com-
bat and commercial settings. 
It’s early days, but at least the 
administration recognizes 
the need to modernize this 
industry. The hope is that just 
maybe my grandson might 
see the day when Philadel-
phia could once again be 
noted for something other 
than cheese steaks.

Bill Schmick is a founding 
partner of Onota Partners, Inc., 
in the Berkshires.  Bill’s forecasts 
and opinions are purely his own 
and do not necessarily represent 
the views of Onota Partners, Inc. 
(OPI). 

‘Weird New Deal’, Grand Union, Harlem Line

The following excerpts from 
The Millerton News were com-
piled by Kathleen Spahn and 
Rhiannon Leo-Jameson of the 
North East-Millerton Library.

Feb. 28, 1935

Ross-Haas Bill 

Attacked By Senator

Assailed as “Example of 

Weird New Deal Policies”

ALBANY-State Senator 
Frederic H. Bontecou of the 
Twenty-eighth Senatorial 
District Tuesday night made 
a biting attack upon the Ross-
Haas bill, also known as the 
New York State Rural Reha-
bilitation bill, declaring that 
the “bill is a perfect example of 
weird Federal New Deal poli-
cies incorporated into New 
York State Law.”

Describing the bill as “the 
most far-reaching and loosest 
piece of legislation introduced 
this session.” Mr. Bontecou 
ridiculed the theory contained 
in the bill of “taking citizens 
from the cities of the State 
and planting them on Up-
State farms to compete with 
farmers in an effort to make 
a living.”

Asking if the real purpose 
behind the bill was to “colo-
nize Up-State rural com-
munities with Manhattan 
Democrats who, after failing 
on the farm, would become 
burdens upon the communi-
ties.” Mr. Bontecou branded 
the proposal as “another 
$50,000,000 experiment 
destined to meet with failure.”

Eight-Hour Day 

Favored By Allen

Assemblyman Howard 
N. Allen of Pawling, repre-
senting the First Assembly 
District of Dutchess County, 
last week expressed his sup-
port of an eight-hour day for 
employees of State institu-
tions. Interviewed at Albany 
by a special representative of 
THE NEWS, Assemblyman 
Allen stated that he was thor-
oughly familiar with working 
conditions at State hospitals 
and that he is in favor of an 
eight-hour day for employees.

Isabel Harvey Chosen 

Alumni Vice-President

Miss Isabel Harvey was 
unanimously elected vice-
president of the Millerton 
High School Alumni Asso-
ciation at its regular meeting 
Monday night, succeeding 
Maurice Downey who re-
signed recently. Methods of 
creating more interest on the 
part of members in Alumni 
activities were discussed, and 
it was suggested that a room 
be rented and furnished for 
social meetings of the or-
ganization. A drive for the 
payment of dues has been 
launched.

February 26, 1976

Grand Union Set To 

Build At Ames Plaza

The construction of a 
Grand Union supermarket 
and 4 or 5 retail stores is ten-
tatively scheduled to begin 
in the spring at the site of the 
Ames department store north 
of Amenia.

James Munroe, real estate 
manager for the Grand Union 
Company, said this week con-
struction on a 20,000 square-
foot store will begin when 
warm weather sets in. “I’d 
say May or June they’ll start 
building,” said Munroe. The 
present Amenia Grand Union 
on East Main Street is 10,000 
square feet.

Bond Sale Bust Leaves 

Harlem Line In Lurch

New York State’s inability 
to market its railroad bonds 
has left a number of projects 
in the lurch, including the 
State Department of Trans-
portation’s (DOT) promise 
to return passenger service 
to Millerton.

Penn Central cut off pas-
senger trains to Millerton 
without warning in March 
1972. The commuter trains 
from New York City presently 
run only to Dover Plains.

Needs Annual 

Appropriation

Louis Rossi, chairman of 
the State’s Rail Task Force, 
said Tuesday, “The commit-
ment is still there (for Mil-
lerton trains), but as years go 
by since the bond issue, with 
inflation; projects will cost a 
lot more.

He asserted that the only 
way the State will be able to 
maintain an efficient railroad 
system is “to create a perma-
nent mechanism to keep the 
railroads going, an annual 
railroad appropriation, to give 
continuity.

Lettie Carson, president of 
the Harlem Valley Transpor-
tation Association (HVTA), 
charged this week that State 
legislators are not listening to 
their constituents about their 
need for the railroad: “They 
appropriate $364 million for 
new highway construction 
but can’t afford to save rail 
lines.” State Sen. Jay P. Rolison 
Jr. and Assemblyman Benja-
min Roosa were not available 
for comment.

Carson said that she be-
lieved the Millerton depot 
could support 2 trains a day 
each way, beginning with 2 
morning trains: “If we get 
decent service, I do think it 

would be supported with ex-
panded service on weekends 
and holidays.” She also advo-
cated unit trains to Chatham 
and Pittsfield: “The size (of the 
train) should be modified to 
the time of the week.” Car-
son asserted that passenger 
service was “unreliable in 
the past. It was not unusual 
to arrive in New York City 
1½ hours late. That does not 
stimulate patronage of trains.”

 
February 22, 2001

On Taking Over Grand 

Union, Bob Trotta 

Leaves Door Open

MILLERTON — Once 
again the upper Harlem Valley 
is rife with speculation that 
change is in the air for the 
Grand Union supermarkets.

Early this week, rumors 
circulated that local busi-
nessman and attorney Robert 
Trotta would take over both 
the Grand Union stores in 
Millerton and Amenia.

“I can neither confirm nor 
deny that,” Mr. Trotta said 
Tuesday:

The Grand Union Co., 
based in Wayne, N.J., last year 
declared Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy, and subsequently sold 
most of its stores and assets 
through an auction to C&S 
Wholesale Grocers in Brattle-
boro, Vt.

According to Mr. Trotta, 
C&S has yet to officially close 
on the deal, and in the mean-
time “there are two - possibly 
three - different companies 
looking at Millerton.”

Mr. Trotta declined to re-
veal the names of those com-
panies. Nor would he rule out 

a re-entry into the supermar-
ket business. C&S represen-
tatives said earlier this year 
they had no plans to close the 
Millerton or Amenia stores.

“C&S is keeping us in-
formed,” said Mr. Trotta, 
who owns the buildings in 
the Millerton Plaza, includ-
ing the Grand Union.

“If we are convinced there 
will be a good operator, then 
we will not jump into it and 
participate in the bidding 
process,” said Mr. Trotta.

He said he would “like 
to see a good, aggressive, 
knowledgeable operator in 
the building. “ He would also 
like to know that any poten-
tial buyer could keep the store 
adequately staffed.

“If we thought the town 
was going to get hurt, then we 
would likely step in,” added 
Mr. Trotta.

Mr. Trotta said he owns 
all the equipment currently 
in the building, so he could 
act quickly if the store closed.

The Millerton store has 
seen its share of occupants 
over the years. Known as 
“Trotta’s” since relocating 
to the Millerton Plaza from 
the village center in 1970, the 
store was owned and oper-
ated by Joseph Trotta Sr., who 
died in 1986.

In 1993, Mr. Trotta’s sons 
Joseph Jr. and Robert sold 
the store to a leasing com-
pany that brought in Great 
American. When the leas-
ing company went bankrupt 
three years later, the store was 
sold to Grand Union, which 
has operated at the Route 44 
location since 1996.

The views expressed 
here are not necessar-
ily those of The Millerton 
News and the News does 
not support or oppose can-
didates for public office.

		
We accept gifts, grants 

and sponsorships from 
individuals and organiza-
tions for the general sup-
port of our activities, but 
our news judgments are 
made independently and 
not on the basis of donor 
support.

Accepting financial sup-
port does not mean we en-
dorse donors or their prod-
ucts, services or opinions.

		
Letters to the editor 

deadline is 10 a.m. Mon-

day for that week’s publi-
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number for confirmation.
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Residents comment on Wassaic trails proposal

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — The Town 
Board is weighing whether to 
approve a special use permit 
and site plan for a proposed 
hiking and mountain bik-
ing trail system in Wassaic, 
following a public hearing 
Thursday that drew mostly 
supportive comments from 
residents.

First proposed in July 
2025, the Northern Red Oak 
Trails Project calls for 12 
miles of hiking and mountain 
biking trails on 470 acres dis-
tributed over three connected 
parcels of land. Trails would 
be three feet wide, with mini-
mal land disturbance, and 
boardwalks installed only 
where necessary.

“I’m a neighbor, and I 
hope it happens,” resident 
Josh Frankel said, noting his 
pleasure at learning that the 
planned hiking trails do not 
share space with the moun-
tain bikes.

“The area is small, but the 
experience is big,” Frankel 
said, citing the advantage of 
being in nature and exercis-
ing, and the prospect of more 
things for kids to do. He also 
noted the economic benefit 
for the town at large.

Although comments 
were generally supportive, 
abutting residents voiced 
concerns about insufficient 
setbacks and the possibility 
that people using the trails 
might be visible and perhaps 
wander outside of the site’s 
perimeter onto neighboring 

properties. Wire fencing for 
the perimeter was suggested.

Others feared that trails 
along the steeper slopes on 
Rattlesnake Mountain might 
erode and impact wetlands 
below. The emergency ve-
hicle access along Amenia 
Union Road was of concern, 
with residents suggesting a 
gate to keep recreational us-
ers from entering there.

Noise from trail main-
tenance equipment was a 
concern voiced by another 
resident.

Town Clerk Dawn Kling-
ner reported that she had re-
ceived 12 written comments 
from residents, including 10 
that were supportive.

The Planning Board and 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
have reviewed the proposal at 

multiple meetings since July 
2025 and submitted com-
ments to the Town Board. 

An existing home on the 
property would be razed to 
accommodate a parking area. 
Existing forestry access roads 
on the property, six feet in 
width, would remain to cre-
ate passage for emergency 
vehicles.

At a January meeting of 
the Planning Board, town 
engineer John Andrews not-
ed that the fire department 
had indicated that concerns 
about access by emergency 
vehicles had been accom-
modated. He added that the 
project complies with endan-
gered species regulations and 
includes a rattlesnake educa-
tion program for hikers and 
bikers.

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

Wrestling win

Webutuck student Mike Johnson pins an opponent 

from Sullivan West High School in New York dur-

ing the Section IX wrestling tournament at Mount 

Saint Mary College in Newburgh, New York, on 

Sunday, Feb. 15. Johnson took fifth place overall 

at the tournament.
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Concierge Service 
No Charge for Pickup & Delivery

NorthEastFordMillerton.com

We buy & sell all makes & models!

KITCH E NS ♦  BATHS ♦  T I LES

860 ♦ 824 ♦0209
14 Church Street, Canaan, CT 06018
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Millerton turns 175 this summer

What to expect from the village-wide celebration

This story marks the 
launch of The News’ on-
going 175th Anniversary 
series, which will explore 
the history, people, places, 

Millerton at 175

and pivotal moments that 
have shaped Millerton 
over the past 175 years in 
the lead-up to the July cel-
ebration.

Millerton will commem-
orate its 175th anniversary 
this summer with a nine-
day, village-wide celebration 
designed to honor the past, 
showcase its current suc-
cess and generate excitement 
about the future. 

Planned festivities will 
span July 11-19, 2026, with 
events spread across Main 
Street, Eddie Collins Me-
morial Park, the Millerton 
Moviehouse, the NorthEast-
Millerton Library and more. 

The celebration is being 
built as a true community ef-
fort, with local organizations, 

businesses, historians and res-
idents shaping the program. 
The goal, organizers say, is 
to create something that feels 
both nostalgic and exciting for 
people of all ages. Commit-
tee Chair Lisa Hermann said 
it will be a mix of retro fun, 
hometown pride and forward 
momentum. 

Attendees can expect 
pop-up events across Main 
Street, historic exhibits and 
photo displays, local busi-
ness collaborations, food and 
street celebrations, and more 
throughout the week.  

The grand finale will be a 

multi-day fair in Eddie Col-
lins Memorial Park with rides, 
games, live entertainment, 
an old-school carnival and a 
drone show that will light up 
the night sky with images of a 
train to wow spectators. 

“We considered fireworks 
but opted for something more 
modern that would combine 
elements of the past and fu-
ture,” Hermann said. “Plus, 
a lot of us on the commit-
tee have dogs,” she laughed, 
acknowledging that furry 
friends aren’t always fans of 
the popping sounds of fire-
works. 

Officials say the celebra-
tion is designed to feel like a 
living snapshot of Millerton 
with the past, present and 
future unfolding across the 
village throughout the week. 

A full schedule of events 
can be found at villageofmil-
lerton-ny.gov/175th.

When the Millerton 175th 
Anniversary Committee set 
out to design a logo for the 
milestone celebration, it 
wanted an image that reflect-
ed how the village began – not 
just a graphic, but a symbol 
of how Millerton came to be. 

Committee member Eric 
Rewilak spearheaded the de-
sign process, grounding the 
logo in the village’s history as 
a railroad town. 

“We wanted the logo to 
represent the foundation of 
the Village of Millerton,” Re-
wilak said. 

In Millerton’s early years, 
three intersecting train lines 
transformed the rural ham-
let into a regional commercial 
and agricultural hub, connect-
ing local farms and businesses 
to the Northeast. 

“Although the train is no 
longer in operation, we felt it 
was important to recognize 
what put Millerton on the 

Celebrating Millerton’s founding days

Behind the logo – inspired by 

the history of the railroad 

Follow along and get involved 

This year’s celebration 
marks 175 years since Miller-
ton’s founding in 1851, when 
civil engineer Sidney Miller 
brought the New York and 
Harlem Railroad through 
what was then farmland in the 
Town of North East — itself 
established in 1788. Almost 
overnight, a village formed 
around the railroad tracks. In 
tribute to the engineer whose 
work sparked its creation, the 
new settlement was named 
Millerton. 

The railroad transformed 
the area from a quiet, agricul-
tural landscape into a bustling 
commercial hub. Soon after, 
additional rail lines connected 
Millerton to Boston, Pough-
keepsie and the Hudson River, 
positioning the village as a key 
shipping point for milk, crops, 
goods and travelers moving 
between rural communities 
and major cities.

With the trains came hotels, 
stores and workers. Early visi-
tors arrived seeking fresh coun-
try air, while farmers shipped 
milk and crops to growing 
urban centers. In a New York 
Times article published in 2011, 
longtime resident Phil Terni – 
whose grandparents founded 
Terni’s General Store in 1919 
– described the early days as 

“an agricultural crossroads with 
three hotels served by three 
railroads.” 

Industry also helped shape 
the young village. In nearby 
Irondale, established in 1854, 
the Millerton Iron Company 
produced cast iron railcar 
wheels and employed more 
than 100 workers at its peak, 

underscoring how rail and 
iron together fueled Miller-
ton’s early growth.

Though Millerton traces 
its founding to 1851 with the 
arrival of the railroad, the 
village was formally incor-
porated in 1875 – securing 
its status as an independent 
municipality.

PHOTO COURTESY VILLAGE OF MILLERTON

Sidney Miller

map when the community 
formed in 1851,” Rewilak said. 

Committee Chair Lisa 
Hermann said the train mo-
tif reflects both movement 

and connection – a nod to 
the village’s past and a sym-
bol of how the community 
continues to come together 
175 years later. 

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED

The Millerton 175th Anniversary Committee’s logo.

The Millerton 175th Anni-
versary Committee is encour-
aging residents and visitors to 
follow along as plans continue 
to take shape and new events 
are added to the calendar. 

Social media and the village 
website will serve as the main 

hub for announcements, sched-
ules, volunteer opportunities, 
contests and a behind-the-
scenes look at what’s coming. 

Follow the 175th Anniver-
sary Committee:

Facebook: https://www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m /p r o f i l e .

php?id=61575949232182 
Instagram: @millerton-

s175th  
Community members who 

want to get involved are in-
vited to reach out to the com-
mittee at 175th@villageofmil-
lerton-ny.gov. 

PHOTO COURTESY  NORTH EAST HISTORICAL SOCIETY

A vintage postcard shows the Millerton train station when it was an active stop along 

the Harlem Railroad line.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, GEOGRAPHY AND MAP DIVISION

A view of the past

An 1887 map of Millerton captures the village in its early years as a railroad hub. 

Readers who have historic photos depicting life in Millerton in decades past are 

encouraged to email nathanm@millertonnews.com
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register soon! New Marlborough Cultural Council

Registration for the 2026 
workshop season is now 
open, and the first one 

(February) is on us! 
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Realtor® at Large
Last November, Governor Lamont 
signed o�  on a large bill aimed 
at encouraging the creation of 
more a� ordable housing across 
the state. One of the keys was 
to provide state resources while 
at the same time supporting 
local control for how each town 
would accomplish this goal. 
� ere is an excellent article 
reviewing this new law by Yale 
School of Management’s Je� rey 
Sonnenfeld, which can be found 
at: insights.som.yale.edu/insights/
connecticut-charts-new-course-
on-a� ordable-housing. Worth the 
read to understand the e� ects it 
will have on our small towns here 
in the NW Corner!
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tion in the industry.
Broughton, who was 

raised in Washington state, 
initially moved to New York 
City in the late 1980s, when a 
series of internships brought 
him out east. Rather than re-
turn home to complete his 
degree, he opted to stay and 
try to make it on his own.

By 1995, Broughton was 
regularly growing multiple 
plants on the roof of an 
apartment building in Wil-
liamsburg, Brooklyn, selling 
small quantities of the plant 
on the black market to cus-
tomers at the bar where he 
worked. 

“Bartending in the city is 
pretty good,” Broughton said. 
“It was just that I didn’t want 
to bartend.”

His chance to leave bar-
tending came in 2000, when 
he met Joe Murray, known 
in New York City’s cannabis 
scene as “AJ Sour Diesel” for 
pioneering the Sour Diesel 
strain, prized for its strong 
effects and pungent odor.

Broughton said Murray 
helped expand the opera-
tion, allowing him to rely 
on cannabis cultivation as 
his primary source of income 
beginning in 2000.

Broughton moved to his 
home in Wassaic in 2016, 
where he operated a black 
market farm until New York 
state legalized cannabis and 
began accepting license ap-
plications in 2021. 

He said his age was a 
factor in deciding to get a 
license and form a legiti-
mate enterprise. Broughton, 

nearly 60 at the time New 
York legalized cannabis for 
recreational use, had been 
running illicit grow opera-
tions for decades and said 
the anxiety of avoiding law 
enforcement had worn him 
down. 

“Every aspect of what 
you did had to be hid-
den,” Broughton said. “You 
couldn’t tell anybody.”

After legalization, howev-
er, he said he faces a different 
set of challenges brought on 
by bureaucracy and corpo-
ratism in New York’s can-
nabis industry.

Broughton said New 
York’s tax scheme hits small 
growers the hardest. He said 
he has to pay taxes on each 

plant he grows, and then 
again when he sells to retail-
ers or, eventually, directly to 
consumers.

Despite those hurdles, 
Broughton said he is eager to 
bring a high-quality product 
to consumers in Millerton.

Over the past 30 years, 
he has developed a growing 
technique that relies entirely 
on artificial light and strict 
control of nutrients and 
moisture. He said he main-

tains a level of oversight that 
borders on obstinance.

“I’m more of a purist 
when it comes to this stuff,” 
Broughton said. “I’m not very 
forgiving.”

That rigidity pays off with 
better product, he said, even 
when it means destroying an 
entire harvest.

“We cut down an entire 
crop of amazing Sour Diesel 
like two years ago because we 
got mites,” Broughton said. 

PHOTOS BY NATHAN MILLER

Cannabis branches hang after being weighed.
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A standing-room-only crowd packed Pine Plains Town Hall on Feb. 19, as residents 

turned out amid mounting controversy over a proposed police surveillance system.
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ed,” Walsh said. “I contacted 
Flock, instructed them to halt 
all activities, and stated I had 
no idea that mark-outs were 
being performed.”

Walsh said Flock Safety 
representatives had ap-
proached him and the town’s 
police department about a 
nine camera system in Feb-
ruary 2025, but Walsh told 
the company at that time the 
town could not afford such a 
system and declined the cam-
eras. Walsh said company of-
ficials then offered a limited 
trial including four cameras at 
no cost to the town, at which 
point Walsh agreed. He said he 
had no contact with the com-
pany between July 2025 and 
February 2026 when mark-
ings appeared across Pine 
Plains for what appeared to 
be permanent camera instal-
lations.

Reports in the New Pine 
Plains Herald revealed Walsh 
told Flock Safety officials dur-
ing a phone call on Feb. 5 that 
camera installations were “go-
ing to get done.” At the Feb. 
19 meeting, he addressed the 
remark in his prepared state-
ment, saying he was referring 
to the county. 

 “If the county wanted to 
place cameras in the Town of 
Pine Plains it would be done, 
but the town is not.”

Walsh and Town Board 

members declined to answer 
questions regarding Flock 
Safety at the board meeting.

The statement did not im-
mediately put residents’ minds 
at ease. Matthew Lebaron, of 
Pine Plains, voiced concern 
over procedure, asking ques-
tions about town and police 
department officials’ capacity 
to pursue demonstrations–or 
enter into contracts–without 
first consulting the town 
board.

“If equipment was installed, 
marked, tested or contracted 
without a formal public vote 
or proper procurement pro-
cess, that raises serious ques-
tions about compliance with 
town law and fiduciary re-
sponsibilities,” Lebaron said. 
“My request is simple — any 
agreements, any communica-
tions made to the public about 
these agreements, all be given 
to us with good warning over 
multiple communication 
streams.”

Keary Hanan voiced fur-

ther concerns about proce-
dures, asking during public 
comment whether the town’s 
counsel, Warren Replansky, 
had read or provided advice 
on the contract. Hanan ex-
pressed broken trust with the 
town’s officials, asking “how 
does this town board plan on 
restoring the trust of this com-
munity after this egregious 
breach of honesty and trust 
with its constituents?”

Michael Cooper, who 
serves with the Pine Plains 
Volunteer Fire Department 
alongside Walsh, offered a 
defense of the town’s supervi-
sor, saying he believed Walsh’s 
comments were being misun-
derstood.

“I have personally known 
Brian for 10 years since join-
ing the fire company,” Coo-
per said. “Knowing Brian 
and how he communicates, 
I believe his words are being 
misrepresented, and I would 
encourage anyone who has 
problems with what he has to 

say to examine what he has in 
fact done.”

Cooper said he does not 
support surveillance systems 
in Pine Plains, citing abuses 
of surveillance technology by 
bad actors, but praised the 
Town Board and Supervisor 
Walsh for swift action regard-
ing the controversy.

“I hope the Town Board 
and community can move past 
this and continue to maintain 
Pine Plains as a wonderful 
place to live,” Cooper said.

Pine Plains resident Alice 
Nuccio objected to what she 
described as the politiciza-
tion of the issue, referencing 
a comment Walsh made to 
Flock Safety officials in which 
he said, “I think we’re a decent 
blue area right now, unfortu-
nately.”

“This is not a red or a blue 
issue,” Nuccio said. “This is a 
humanitarian issue. We need 
to stop dividing everyone be-
tween this and that and really 
try to do the best for the town.”

upside down in a matter of 
hours,” said Brittney Watson, 
22, who said she woke to the 
smell of smoke and felt dizzy 
as alarms sounded. Her family 
— including her father, Tim 
Watson, who uses a wheel-
chair after losing both legs 
— was among those forced 
to evacuate. 

The property now appears 
unoccupied. Village officials 
said they shut off water to the 
building as an additional mea-
sure to prevent anyone from 
living there.

The Watson family is cur-
rently staying in temporary 
housing with assistance from 
the American Red Cross — an 
arrangement that is set to ex-
pire in early March, around 
30 days after they first moved 
into the temporary home. The 
family said their future living 
situation is now uncertain. 

Tenants describe 

displacement and 

past conditions 

Tim Watson said he and 
his family moved into a first-
floor apartment in the build-
ing about three years ago — 
though Rrapi describes it as 
less than two — and did not 
sign a written lease. Watson 
said his family was asked to 
pay rent in cash under a verbal 
agreement that would allow 
for weekly payments based on 
their fixed-income financial 
situation. Rent was $1,650 per 
month for a two-bedroom 
apartment. 

“There was no lease,” Wat-
son said. “It was always cash.” 

The Watson family de-
scribed long-standing prob-
lems, including pests, unre-
liable heat, and water leaks. 
The family said they repeat-
edly raised concerns about 
maintenance issues that went 
ignored. In the weeks leading 
up to the fire, Watson said the 
apartment went days without 
heat or hot water, forcing 
the family to rely on a space 
heater. 

Jason Wendover, who is 
married to one of Watson’s 
daughters, described similar 
issues during his time in the 
building in 2025 in a second-
floor apartment, including 
concerns about whether utili-
ties were properly separated 
by unit and what he said was a 
severe cockroach infestation. 

“They got into everything,” 
Wendover said of the cock-
roaches. “I’d wake up in the 
morning and, if I forgot to 
change the coffee, there would 
be roaches floating in the cof-
fee pot.” 

Rrapi disputes many of the 
Watsons’ claims and said they 
stopped paying rent months 
ago, leaving their unit in disar-
ray after the evacuation. 

“The building is old, I un-
derstand that,” Rrapi said. “It 
needs work. But the drama 
this family puts landlords 
through — it’s unacceptable.” 

He said the family de-
stroyed the apartment and 
caused tension for other ten-
ants, noting complaints about 
loud arguments and smoking 
indoors. 

Rrapi disputes allegations 
that he required cash-only 
payments, saying all of his 
tenants are welcome to pay 
by cash, check or Zelle — a 
cellphone banking app that al-
lows for electronic payments. 
He also said a professional 
exterminator was sent to the 
building and that the Watson 
family refused to allow them 
into their apartment. 

“I submitted the receipt to 
the Dutchess County Depart-
ment of Health,” Rrapi said.

Rrapi said the Watsons 
owe him nearly $22,000 in 
back rent and damages, and 
eviction proceedings are un-
derway. He said they were 
provided with notice in the 
months leading up to the fire. 
He described the apartment 
left behind by the family as se-
verely damaged, saying they 
did not maintain the interior 

of the apartment. 
“It’s a wreck to the point 

that it has to be gutted,” Rrapi 
said. “It’s my fault that I rented 
to them, but I felt sorry for 
them.” 

Tim Watson denied ever 
receiving an eviction notice 
and rejected claims that his 
family caused damage to the 
apartment. He said he with-
held as much as $15,000 in 
rent in the months leading up 
to the fire, describing the deci-
sion as a protest against what 
he called “slum-like” condi-
tions in the building.

Foreclosure, zoning 

roadblocks and 

an uncertain future 

Rrapi said the building’s 
future remains uncertain 
amid foreclosure proceed-
ings that began in 2023 after 
a commercial loan went into 
default, which he attributed 
largely to a discrepancy he 
said he discovered after pur-
chasing the property with his 
father, Zef Rapaj. 

With 12 electrical meters 
on the building, the pair be-
lieved it was configured for 12 
units, but they later learned it 
is legally zoned for six, which 
complicated the property’s 
finances and prompted him 
to pursue a variance through 
the village’s Zoning Board of 
Appeals.  

He described the property 
as “the biggest headache I 
ever bought,” citing years of 
zoning roadblocks and finan-
cial strain that have left him 
uncertain how much more 
he is willing to invest in the 
property. Rrapi purchased the 
Millerton property along with 
two residential properties in 
Amenia and a vacant lot in 
Dover Plains from Christine 
Lilley of Brewster in 2021.

“I’m not going to put that 
kind of money into it if I’m 
not allowed to use the build-
ing the way it’s set up,” he said. 

While he said he plans to 
replace the furnace, Rrapi said 
renovation plans have stalled 
amid what he described as 
shifting standards and mixed 
signals from the village. 

With his legal team and ar-
chitect Ray Nelson of Earth-
wise Architecture, Rrapi 
sought to scale back a pro-
posal from 12 units to nine, 
which the ZBA rejected in 
June 2025.

The variance request was 
denied in part due to parking 
requirements, which man-
date 1.5 spaces per unit — a 
standard that village officials 
have acknowledged has been 
difficult to meet in Millerton’s 
dense downtown. 

Rrapi said he considered 
demolishing the building out 
of frustration, though he said 
he still has hope that there is 
a path forward to rehabilitate 
the building. 

No timeline has been set 
for repairs or occupancy. Vil-
lage officials said residents 
may not return until all safety 
requirements are met. Rrapi 
said he will complete the re-
quired work but remains un-
decided about whether he will 
continue renting the building 
long-term. 

Douglas Brough-

ton, left, and 

Glenn Hilliard of 

Newtown, Con-

necticut, package 

cannabis flower 

for wholesale to 

dispensaries at 

Broughton’s home 

in Wassaic on Dec. 

19, 2025.



To save birds, plant for caterpillars

 The power of one tray

Stephanie 
Haboush 
Plunkett and 
the home for 
American 
illustration

Free fi lm 
screening 
and talk on 
end-of-life care

WRITER’S NOTEBOOKFILM

You must � gure that, as 
rough as the cold weather 
has been for us, it’s worse for 
wildlife. Here, by the banks 
of the Housatonic, � ocks of 
dark-eyed juncos, song spar-
rows, tufted titmice and black-
capped chickadees have taken 
up residence in the boxwood 
— presumably because of its 
proximity to the breakfast bar. 
I no longer have a bird feed-
er after bears destroyed two 
versions and simply throw 
chili-� avored birdseed onto 
the snow twice a day. The tiny 
creatures from the boxwood 
are joined by blue jays, cardi-
nals and a solitary � icker.

These birds will soon 
enough be nesting, and their 
babies will require a non-
stop diet of caterpillars. This 
source of soft-bodied protein 
makes up more than 90 per-
cent of native bird chicks’ di-
ets, with each clutch consum-
ing between 6,000 and 9,000 
caterpillars before they � edge. 
That means we need a lot of 
caterpillars if we want our bird 
population to survive.

So how do we ensure that 
there are su�  cient caterpillars 
for them? That is the question, 
as caterpillars are very partic-
ular. Their butter� y or moth 
mothers cleverly attach their 
eggs to the very speci� c plants 
their tiny babies require. Once 
they hatch, the caterpillars eat 
the leaves of these plants un-
til they are either picked o�  
by birds to feed their young 
or create a chrysalis and turn 
into a moth or butter� y to re-
peat the cycle of life.

Some caterpillars are gen-
eralists and can survive on 
a variety of plants, but most 
— 90 percent, according to 
scientists — are specialists, 
relying on only one or two 
types of plants for survival. In 
their winged form, dietary re-

By Robin Roraback

For more than three decades, 
Stephanie Haboush Plunkett 
has worked to elevate illustra-

tion as a serious art form. As chief 
curator and Rockwell Center director 
at the Norman Rockwell Museum in 
Stockbridge, Massachusetts, she has 
helped bring national and interna-
tional attention to an art form long 
dismissed as merely commercial.

Her commitment to illustration 
is deeply personal. Plunkett grew up 
watching her father, Joseph Haboush, 

By Brian Gersten

Craig Davis, co-founder and board 
chair of East Mountain House, an 
end-of-life care facility in Lakeville, 
will sponsor a March 5 screening of 
the documentary “Come See Me in 
the Good Light” at The Moviehouse 
in Millerton, followed by a discussion 
with attendees.

The � lm, which is nominated for 
best documentary at this year’s Acad-
emy Awards, follows the poet Andrea 
Gibson and their partner Megan Falley 
as they are suddenly and unimaginably 
forced to navigate a terminal illness. 
The free screening invites audiences 
to gather not just for a � lm but for 
re� ection on mortality, healing, con-
nection and the ways communities 
support one another through di�  cult 
life transitions. 

East Mountain House grew out of 
a realization that “there are so many 
issues with how we are taking care of 

strictions ease as they source 
pollen more widely, but when 
it comes time to lay eggs, they 
use a keen sense of smell to 
� nd the speci� c plants that 
will help their young survive.

Research by Doug Tallamy 
shows that 90 percent of but-

ter� y and moth species rely 
on just 14 percent of native 
plant species for food, which 
makes the planting of these 
“keystone” plants critical. 
Let’s review a few.

Goldenrod: Not all golden-
rod is created equal. Old � eld 
goldenrod, (Solidago nemora-
lis), is a shorter and less ag-
gressive alternative to the tall, 
aggressive goldenrod we are 
familiar with, as is wrinkleleaf 
goldenrod, (Solidago rugosa), 
a compact species that has 
arching sprays of bright yel- CONTINUED ON PAGE B2

CONTINUED ON PAGE B3

CONTINUED ON PAGE B2

CONTINUED ON PAGE B3
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Fireweed attracts the fabulous hummingbird sphinx moth. 
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low � owers supporting more 
than 100 species of insects. 
This species is deer-resistant 
with no serious pests or dis-
eases. Last year, Mt. Cuba 
Center, a conservation cen-
ter out of Delaware, focused 
its trials on goldenrod, and 
its research report, available 
online, is sortable not just by 
aesthetic attributes but also 
by the number of insects seen 
on each species.

S c a r l e t  s t r a w -
b e r r y :  ( F r a g a r i a 

our
community
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Stephanie Haboush Plunkett

By Kerri-Lee Mayland

Winter is a season that in-
vites us to notice our surround-
ings more closely and crave 
small, comforting changes 
rather than big projects.

That’s often when clients ask 
what they can do to make their 
homes feel � nished or fresh 
again — without redecorating, 
renovating or shopping end-
lessly. My answer: start with 
one tray.

A tray creates a moment. 
It gives the eye a place to land 
and turns everyday objects into 
something intentional. More 
importantly, it’s approachable. 
There’s no measuring, no com-
mitment, no pressure to get it 
“right.” It’s a small, easy proj-
ect — a� ordable, functional and 
even a little fun — that can be 
tailored entirely to you.

One of the things I love most 
about styling trays is that your 
cozy “moment” becomes mo-
bile. Everything you love is 
gathered in one place and can 
be easily moved from room to 
room as your day unfolds. A 
tray that starts on an entry ta-
ble can later migrate to a co� ee 
table or kitchen counter, adapt-

ing to how you’re actually living 
in your home.

In one client’s entryway, we 
styled a tray that sets the tone 
the moment you walk in. A sim-
ple pair of brass candlesticks 
adds warmth, a blue-and-white 
chinoiserie vase brings char-
acter, and two vintage books 
ground the arrangement. It’s 
not decorative for decoration’s 
sake — it feels collected, wel-
coming and personal, all while 
keeping the surface from be-
coming cluttered.

In another home, a co� ee 
table tray became the quiet 
anchor of the living room. We 
included a strand of wood-
en beads for texture, the TV 
remote tucked neatly into a 
small vintage box, and a plant 
nestled in a pottery bowl. The 
tray keeps everyday necessities 
close at hand while making the 
space feel relaxed and lived-in 
rather than chaotic.

Kitchens may be where 
trays work hardest, especially 
in winter when we’re cooking 

inside more and gathering 
more casually. For one client, 
we styled a tray with a pepper 
mill; a shallow bowl for garlic, 
shallots and onions; and a white 
Italian ceramic container � lled 
with olive oil. It’s practical and 
beautiful, and it makes cook-
ing feel intentional instead of 
rushed. The tray warms up the 
counter while keeping essen-
tials within reach.

Another version I often cre-
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virginiana), is one of the plants I have 
had great luck growing in the wood-
land. When there is a new sunny spot, 
which happens when a tree or large 
branch falls, I plant a few strawberries, 
which I dig out of a spot where they are 
thriving. These plants make a great 
groundcover and are especially nice 
used under trees for caterpillar “soft 
landings.”

Spotted Joe-Pye weed: We see this 
plant, (Eutrochium maculatum), on 
roadsides in late summer, but it looks 
as sharp as an ornamental in the hands 
of Michael Trapp, who, in the garden 
behind his shop in West Cornwall, en-
closes a bed of Joe-Pye weed with a 
short boxwood hedge, dignifying this 
plant that supports between 35 to 40 
caterpillar species, including those that 
become the three-lined flower moth, 
Clymene moth, ruby tiger moth, Eupa-
torium borer moth and great spangled 
fritillary moth.

I am less familiar with fireweed, 
(Chamaenerion angustifolium), but will 
be adding it this year, as it may be 
the prettiest of the keystone plants in 
our region and attracts the fabulous 
hummingbird sphinx moth. I will let 
you know when I find a local nursery 
that stocks it and, when planted, how 
it fares here.

Also keep in mind this spring: 
smooth aster, (Symphyotrichum laeve); 
white yarrow, (Achillea millefolium); and 
the beautiful Canadian columbine, (Aq-
uilegia canadensis), which is the first 
food for hummingbirds’ arrival in the 
Northwest Corner.

Dee Salomon ‘ungardens’ in Litchfield 
County.
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... Stephanie Plunkett
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Visitors consider Norman Rockwell’s paintings on Civil Rights for Look Magazine, 
“New Kids in the Neighborhood” (1967) and “The Problem We All Live With” (1963.)
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an illustrator and graphic de-
signer, work late into the night 
in his home studio creating art 
and hand-lettered logos for 
package designs, toys and li-
censed-character products for 
the Walt Disney Co. and other 
clients.

“The field of illustration is 
very close to my heart,” she said. 
Inspired by that example, she 
studied illustration at Pratt In-
stitute and began her career as 
an illustrator before shifting to-
ward museum work. An intern-
ship at the Brooklyn Museum 
proved pivotal. “It was inspiring 
to see the children come alive in 
front of art,” she recalled.

In addition to her curatorial 
work, Plunkett is the author of 
two children’s books, “Kongi and 
Potgi: A Cinderella Story from 
China” and “Sir Whong and 
the Golden Pig,” and has writ-
ten or co-authored numerous 
books on illustration, including 
“Drawing Lessons from the 
Famous Artists School” and 
“Leo Lionni: Storyteller, Illus-
trator, Designer.” She earned 
an MFA from the School of Vi-
sual Arts and built a museum 
career that included positions 
at the Brooklyn Museum, the 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum 
and the Heckscher Museum of 
Art before joining the Norman 
Rockwell Museum, where she 
has worked for 31 years. 

But elevating illustration has 
meant challenging decades of 
critical skepticism.

“The goal has been to shine 
a light on this important Ameri-
can art form and to elevate pub-
lic awareness of its artistic and 
cultural importance,”  Plunkett 
said.

As a popular and widely cir-
culated art, illustration is some-
times thought of as inferior to 
fine art, such as painting and 
sculpture. Plunkett considered 
why. She theorized that the 
1913 New York Armory Show, 
the International Exhibition 

of Modern Art, with works by 
artists such as Picasso, Ma-
tisse and Duchamp, initially 
contributed to this evaluation. 
In the 1930s and ’40s, abstract 
expressionism became the art of 
the nation, and the rift widened 
further.

“Norman Rockwell became 
the antihero for many art crit-
ics of the time,” said Plunkett. 
“Illustration was viewed as too 
commercial and sentimental be-
cause of its emphasis on visual 
storytelling.”

Plunkett calls illustration “art 
with a job to do.” She explained, 
“Illustrators are adept at solving 
visual problems for their clients 
while expressing their own aes-
thetic and artistic vision.”

She noted that the line be-
tween the fine and applied arts 
“is much more porous now, with 
many artists working across 

platforms and styles.” She cit-
ed late-20th-century illustrators 
like Marshall Arisman, Barbara 
Nessim, Robert Cunningham, 
Bernie Fuchs and Mark En-
glish as illustrators who forged 
unique approaches to working 
and seeing.

Plunkett commented that 
people want to see the original 
illustrations. “Generally, Rock-
well exhibitions bring high atten-
dance. Currently, our traveling 
exhibition, ‘Norman Rockwell: 
From Camera to Canvas,’ is at 
the New Britain Museum of 
American Art, but we’ve trav-
eled Rockwell and illustration to 
45 states and several countries, 
including Japan, France, Italy 
and Germany.”

Nowadays, illustrators take 
on subjects that are important 
to them. “The children’s book 
industry is committed to shar-
ing the richness and diversity of 
people and cultures with young 
readers.” Plunkett cited the late 
illustrator Jerry Pinkney’s com-
mitment to this goal. As a boy, 
Pinkney found no books portray-
ing children like him, and “his 

life’s mission as an artist was to 
present inspiring, positive imag-
es of children of color.”

The Norman Rockwell Muse-
um and Rockwell Center seeds 
were sown when “Rockwell 
placed the first 199 artworks 
in the care and collection of 
the Norman Rockwell Museum 
upon its founding in 1969, some 
of which he personally acquired 
for the fledgling collection,” said 
Plunkett. “The museum’s cur-
rent Rockwell holdings include 
865 original artworks, the art-
ist’s Stockbridge studio and an 
archive of 400,000 photographs, 
letters, props and first uses of 
the artist’s work. We also hold 
about 25,000 illustrations by 
other artists, from the historical 
to the contemporary.”

“We call ourselves the home 
for American illustration. We 
have a real commitment to il-
lustrators and what they’ve ac-
complished,” said Plunkett.

The Norman Rockwell Muse-
um is located at 9 Glendale Road, 
Stockbridge. For more informa-
tion and to purchase tickets, visit  
nrm.org
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At The Movies

17 Cobble Rd.
Salisbury, CT 06068

860-435-9851
noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Blood Drive
Noble Horizons

Community Room
17 Cobble Road Salisbury, CT 06068

Friday, March 6, 2026 | 11am - 5pm
Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) 

or visit RedCrossBlood.org or scan the QR code below

Blood Drive 
Noble Horizons 

Community Room 
17 Cobble Road Salisbury, CT 06068 

Friday January 9, 2026 
10am to 3pm 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org or scan the QR code below 

t'' Noble 
HORIZONS 

17 Cobble Road 
Salisbury, CT 06068 

860 435-9851 
www.noblehorizons.org 

Schedule your blood donation appointment today! 
1-800-RED CROSS I RedCrossBlood.org I Download the Blood Donor App
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Schedule your blood donation appointment today! 
1-800-RED CROSS I RedCrossBlood.org I Download the Blood Donor App

©2024 The American National Red Cross | 469801-3 CW

OSCAR SHORTS
LIVE ACTION : ANIMATION : DOCUMENTARY

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 02/27 > THU 03/05 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

The Mov iehouse is  a  non-pro f i t  501c3  independent  c inema & ar ts  o rgan iza t ion .

GIFT CARDS ✴ MEMBERSHIPS ✴ DONATE TODAY 
WUTHERING HEIGHTS

MIDWINTER BREAK
GOAT

Sat. 2/28 @ 7PM
Meet the Director

CATHEDRALS 
+ Q&A

EPiC: ELVIS PRESLEY 
IN CONCERT

Wed. 3/4 @ 7PM
OTHELLO

Thu. 3/5 @ 6PM
COME SEE ME IN 
THE GOOD LIGHT

+ Q&A Sponsored by 
East  Mountain House
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The field  
of illustration is very 

close to my heart

Local Matters
arts
/\\

The Millerton News
millertonnews.com

The Lakeville Journal
lakevillejournal.com

News and 
Arts reporting 
in Northwest 

Connecticut and 
Eastern Dutchess 

County in New York

Tangled specks: tiny flies, big ambitions

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Here is a sample from a recently purchased assortment 
of specks. From left: Black speck, Parachute Adams 
dry fly speck, greenish sparkly speck. 

I need to get my glasses 
checked

My fingers fumbling like 
heck

I have become a nervous 
wreck

Must be the season of the 
speck…

(With copious apologies 
to Donovan).

I’m still on the injured 
reserve list following re-
placement right hip sur-
gery. Right now the plan is 
to come off the IR June 1, 
but I’m going to ask if we 
can’t shave something off 
that.

And yes, the rehab is 
going very well, thank you 
for asking.

What this means in 
practical terms is I am 
scheming and plotting like 
nobody’s business about all 
the fishly things I am going 
to do once Ye Doctor blows 
the all-clear.

I have glaring weak-
nesses in my angling game. 
I stink at roll casting. I’m 
hopeless with 12-foot lead-
ers.

And I am really lousy 
at fishing with the kind of 
tiny little flies I refer to as 
“specks.”

I define a speck as any-
thing smaller than size 
20. Speck experts will dis-
agree, as they think a size 
20 is huge. Maybe I will 
think so too some day.

One of the perils of sit-
ting around after surgery 
is scrolling through social 
media and buying things. 
For preference, things I 
don’t need.

I got some weird 
t-shirts. One sports the logo 
of the Shenandoah (Pa.) 

Hungarian Rioters, a 19th 
century minor league base-
ball team. Another reads 
“Surely Not Everyone Was 
Kung Fu Fighting.”

Among these idiotic ac-
quisitions was an offer of 72 
specks for about $50. This 
was a rock-bottom price, 
and it wasn’t coming from 
a fly-by-night outfit either, 
but from an online com-
pany, The Catch and the 
Hatch, who provided me 
with some very good per-
digon nymphs a few years 
back.

So the specks arrived, 
and they are everything I 
feared.

Tiny. Hard to see. Did I 
say tiny? Infinitesimal. You 
know.

SPECKS!
Here’s why an angler 

needs to know how to use 
specks. In between the 
nice hatches of large, easily 
identifiable bugs, which is 
most of the time, trout eat 
little bugs. 

If it’s a cloudy day, 
chances are there will be 
blue-wing olives on the 
water. Then there is a cat-
egory called midges which 
contains multitudes. 

I look at the river for 
five minutes, see nothing 
happening bug-wise, and 
I start trying to provoke a 
reaction somehow.

CONTINUED ON PAGE B3

STEPHANIE PLUNKETT

Advertise in Compass
Advertising in Compass reaches 

readers on both sides of the state 
line — effectively. Call 860-435-9873 
or email advertising@lakevillejournal.
com today!

Tangled 
lines
PaTrick L. 
sullivan



... one tray
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1

PHOTOS BY KERRI-LEE MAYLAND

Styling a tray can give a home or room a re-fresh.

A tray can help group items in a way that 
looks and feels thoughtful and intentional.
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For what it’s Worth, 
saved from the dumpster

FASHION

PHOTO BY JENNIFER ALMQUIST

Alice Bradford Eldridge (1850–1935) of Norfolk 
wore this coral-and-black silk evening gown by 
House of Worth in Paris, c. 1876. Rescued from 
a dumpster and restored by conservator Flora 
Keene and museum director Barry Webber, it is 
now on display at the Norfolk Historical Society.

PHOTO PROVIDED

By Jennifer Almquist

“When an authentic 
House of Worth Paris gown 
was discovered in the trash, 
it was more than just a piece 
of discarded silk; it was a 
lost chapter of fashion his-
tory,” said Barry Webber, 
director of the Norfolk His-
torical Society. In his talk, 
“From Dumpster to Display: 
Restoring a Worth Gown,” 
on Sunday, Feb. 22, Web-
ber recounted the dramatic 
rescue and meticulous con-
servation of a formal dinner 
dress by the “father of haute 
couture,” Charles Frederick 
Worth (1825–1895), founder 
of the famed atelier House 
of Worth in Paris.

In the inaugural exhibit 
for the Society celebrating 
the 250th anniversary of the 
signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, Webber cu-
rated a display of artifacts 
from one Norfolk family, 
Rev. Joseph and Sarah Bat-
tell Eldridge, spanning 200 
years. Webber explained, 
“The Eldridge daughters, 
Mary, Isabella and Alice, 
were among Norfolk’s most 
notable benefactors whose 
gifts, including the Norfolk 
Library, Eldridge Gymna-
sium (Norfolk Town Hall), 

B3B3
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A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro  

An ASE Certifi ed Technician
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ate is the cocktail, mock-
tail or tea-and-coffee 
tray — endlessly useful 
for friends popping over 
to say hello. A few cups, 
a teapot or carafe, honey 
or sugar, and a candle cre-
ate an inviting setup that’s 
ready at a moment’s no-
tice. It says, “Stay a while,” 
without any fuss.

What makes trays so 
effective this time of year 
is that they respond to 
winter’s quieter rhythm. 
Winter decorating isn’t 
about bold color or dra-
matic statements — it’s 
about texture, warmth 
and restraint: wood, 
stone, ceramic, linen, 
candlelight. A tray helps 
you edit rather than add, 
grouping items so they 
feel thoughtful instead of 

scattered.
When the seasons shift, 

the same tray evolves with 
you. Heavier elements 
can be swapped for light-
er ones — fresh flowers, 
glass, pale ceramics — 
without starting over. 
One tray, styled season-
ally, becomes a constant 
that gently changes rather 
than something that has 
to be replaced.

Remember, good de-
sign doesn’t have to come 
from big gestures. Often 
it comes from small mo-
ments done well — a sur-
face that feels intentional, 
a corner that feels cared 
for. In winter’s stillness, 
creating a simple tray may 
be just enough to make 
your home feel calm, per-
sonal and complete.

... end-of-life care

... tangled specks

CONTINUED FROM B1

CONTINUED FROM B2

our dying in our communi-
ty,” said David. “We want-
ed to provide a solution for 
some people where they can 
die in a serene and calming 
home-like setting.” This 
compassionate approach 
at East Mountain House is 
carried out with the sup-
port of seven staff members 
and 42 volunteers who do 
everything from reading 
to residents, gardening, 
cooking, communicating 
with family members and 
assisting with therapeutic 
treatments. East Mountain 
House houses just two res-
idents at a time, and staff 
and volunteers work around 
the clock to accommodate 

their needs.
In a culture where we 

are trained to panic when 
a loved one is dying, and 
where a clinical space like 
a hospital is the norm for 
many individuals at the end 
of their lives, Davis feels 
that East Mountain House 
is an alternative with a nat-
ural and organic approach 
to death. It’s a place where 
death can be celebrated and 
viewed as something that 
is simply a part of life. Da-
vis’ vision for East Moun-
tain House is more than a 
decade in the making, and 
he is eager to introduce his 
work and his perspective 
to locals at the upcoming 

community screening.
One of the reasons Davis 

was interested in sponsor-
ing a screening of “Come 
See Me In The Good Light” 
was because the film grace-
fully explores themes of vul-
nerability, resilience and the 
search for meaning in the 
face of death. Through its 
deeply personal storytell-
ing, the film highlights how 
people navigate loss, trans-
formation and the desire to 
be seen for who they truly 
are. The documentary’s em-
phasis on compassion and 
human connection aligns 
closely with the mission of 
East Mountain House, mak-
ing the post-film discussion 

What I am missing is the 
trout happily eating specks 
beneath the surface.

So how am I going to do 
this?

What little speck suc-
cess I’ve had has been with 
a dry-dropper rig. I use a big 
Stimulator or Chubby Cher-
nobyl, a large, very visible, 
very buoyant dry fly, and tie 
a piece of fluorocarbon tip-
pet to the bend of the dry 
fly’s hook with an improved 
clinch knot and attach the 
speck to that. A bass or pan-
fish popper works as the dry 

fly too. 
Here’s the problem. The 

speck hook eyes require a 
very fine tippet material — 
6x, 7x, even 8x.

I dislike fine tippets even 
more than specks. The stuff 
is devilish. It curls up. It re-
fuses to knot. It’s just awful 
to work with.

Some years back I discov-
ered one brand of fluoro tip-
pet with a 5x tippet that was 
somehow able to get through 
the eye of a size 22 hook. 
That made a difference.

But this moderately 

successful method is very 
one-dimensional. I need to 
be able to construct a leader 
with a dropper or two and 
get my specks down in the 
water column.

That’s going to mean 6x 
or worse, probably. I might 
have to add some weight, 
another thing I dislike and 
am not good at.

But that is the plan. I 
hope to report great things 
as I master the speck this 
season.

Or until my left hip goes 
out.

a natural extension of the 
evening.

Davis hopes the event 
will serve as both a cul-
tural offering and a com-
munity touchstone — an 
opportunity for neighbors 
to gather in a welcoming 
space, share ideas and re-
flect on the importance of 
end-of-life support systems. 
The screening is free and 
open to the public, though 
advance registration is rec-
ommended due to limited 
seating.

For registration, go to 
themoviehouse.net.

‘Come See 
Me in the 
Good Light’ 
is nominated 
for best 
documentary 
at this year’s 
Academy 
Awards. 

Norfolk Downs and Battell 
Fountain, helped beautify 
and shape the town as we 
know it today.”

The Eldridge sisters 
owned gowns made in Par-
is by the House of Worth. 
Their prized gowns, packed 

in travel trunks and stored 
for a century, were donat-
ed to the NHS in 1977. In 
2020, Alice’s great-grand-
daughters discovered a 
water-damaged trunk filled 
with mold and mildew that 
had been thrown into a 
dumpster. Inside was the 
lost coral-and-black Worth 
gown. “It had been soaked 
when a pipe burst in the 
house many years ago, but 
the trunk was filled with 
mold and mildew. The 
trunk had been placed in 
the dumpster and I went in 
and retrieved the garment 
from there,” Webber said.

Webber enlisted conser-
vator Flora Keene to help 
restore the fragile dress. 
Keene fastidiously restored 
the gown, from her initial 
evaluation of water-dam-
aged fibers and removal of 
rust-prone metal buttons to 
the delicate hand-washing 
process. 

Despite the technical 
challenges of stabilizing 
fragile 19th-century tex-
tiles, Keene and Webber 
succeeded in rescuing this 
abandoned masterpiece 
from ruin and returning it 
to display.

For more information, visit  
norfolkhistoricalsociety.org
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Kent Historical Society 

Virtual Talk
Online.
Hosted by the Kent Histori-
cal Society, learn about Rev-
olutionary-era painter John 
Trumbull in a virtual talk at 
6:3o p.m. led by Connecticut 
State Historian Emeritus 
Walt Woodward, exploring 
the lasting impact of his life, 
art and family story. Pre-
sented on Zoom. Register 
at kenthistoricalsociety.org

Light Pollution and Its 
Effect on Birds, Wildlife, 
and Human Health
Sharon Audubon Center, 
325 Cornwall Bridge Road, 
Sharon, Conn.
Learn how artificial light 
impacts birds, wildlife, and 
people from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in 
a Policy Potluck series with 
experts Craig Repasz and 
Leo Smith. Free; ages 15+. 
Pre-registration required  
bit.ly/4auJD93

Coloring Our Past: 
Troutbeck Symposium 
Sneak Peek with 
Salisbury School 
Students
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org
Join us 6:30  to 7:30 p.m., 
for a preview of this year’s 
Coloring Our Past work as 
Salisbury School students 
share original, place-based 
research uncovering sto-
ries that have too often 
been ignored, silenced, or 
misunderstood—both in 
the Northwest Corner and 
far beyond it. Registration 
requested.

	 FEBRUARY 27
Line Dancing with Tina 

Mole
Buttonball Barn (formerly 
Egremont Barn), 17 Main 
St., Egremont, Mass.
Line dance with instructor 
Tina Mole at ButtonBall, fea-
turing new country hits, Top 
40 favorites and classics. All 
skill levels welcome; monthly 
party atmosphere with easy 
instruction and plenty of fun. 
6 p.m. Tickets at buttonball-
barn.com

Stissing Center Presents: 
The Maker and the Muse
The Grace Note @ The 
Stissing Center 2950 Church 
St., Pine Plains, N.Y.
A staged reading of a new 
musical by Schuyler Press, 
following two young artists 
swept from modern-day 

NYC into a surreal, mu-
sic-filled reimagining of 
1960s New York inspired by 
Patti Smith and Robert Map-
plethorpe. 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
at: thestissingcenter.org

Lunch & Learn: The 
Bishop’s Wife
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon, 10 Upper 
Main St., Sharon, Conn. 
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org
Lunch and Learn at Hotch-
kiss Library of Sharon re-
turns from 12:30 to 2:30 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 27, with 
“Lunch and a Movie: The 
Bishop’s Wife.” Registration 
is required hotchkisslibrary.
libcal.com.

	 FEBRUARY 28
Hamantaschen How-To

Troutbeck, 515 Leedsville 
Road, Amenia, N.Y.
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Celebrate Purim with a 
hands-on baking class led 
by Troutbeck’s pastry chef. 
Learn to shape and fill clas-
sic triangular hamantaschen 
and take home your own 
freshly baked cookies. All 
ages welcome; children un-
der 12 must be accompanied 
by an adult. Tickets required 
at troutbeck.com

Meet the Filmmakers: 
Cathedrals + Q&A
The Moviehouse, 48 Main 
St., Millerton, N.Y.
Filmmaker Dan Algrant re-
connects with collaborators 
from a film made nearly 50 
years ago in a screening ex-
ploring creativity, identity, 
and Black life in America, 
followed by a Q&A with 
Algrant and Don Wright. 7 
p.m. Tickets: bit.ly/TMH-Ca-
thedrals

A Sweet Deal for Birds: 
How a Sugarbush Can 
Benefit Wildlife
Sharon Audubon Center, 
325 Cornwall Bridge Road, 
Sharon, Conn.
Explore how sugarbushes 
support birds and wildlife 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. with 
Rosa Goldman and Dr. Eileen 
Fielding. $20/adult; ages 16+. 
Pre-registration required  
bit.ly/4qinbEX

Traveling the Great Divide 
Mountain Bike Route
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org
Cyclist and retired educator 
Alan Lovejoy shares photos 
and stories at 2 p.m. from his 
3,100-mile bikepacking trip 
along the Continental Divide 
from Alberta to New Mexico.

Pitching for TV Workshop 
with Eric and Justin 
Stangel
The Grace Note at The 
Stissing Center, 2950 
Church St., Pine Plains, N.Y.
12 to 2 p.m.

Learn to Curl
Norfolk Curling Club, 70 Golf 
Dr. Norfolk, Conn.
Cornwall Park and Recre-
ation and Norfolk Curling 
Club will offer a lesson to 
participants aged 12 and up 
Saturday, Feb. 28, at 6:30 
p.m. Learn the game, rules 
and terminology, then hit 
the ice to play. Register at 
cornwallparkrec.org for $30. 
Space is limited.

	 MARCH 1
Cottage Courses: Spoon 

Carving with Kate Hawes
Troutbeck, 515 Leedsville 
Road, Amenia, N.Y.
1 to 4 p.m.

Hands-on workshop cov-
ering safe tool use, carving 
techniques, grain orientation 
and shaping while creating a 
wooden spoon from a pre-cut 
blank. Open to beginners and 
experienced woodworkers. 
Tickets required at Trout-
beck.com

Windsor Chair Maker Open 
Shop
Magic Fluke Building, 292 S. 
Main St., Sheffield, Mass.
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Chair maker Andrew Jack 
demonstrates Windsor chair 
building and green-wood 
carving with hand tools and 
shares info on upcoming 
classes. Details: andrewjack.
net

Local Indigenous 
Communities & the U.S. 
War for Independence 
with the Institute for 
American Indian Studies
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org
From 4 to 6 p.m., Darlene 
Kascak and Irene Norman 
of the Institute for Ameri-
can Indian Studies will speak 
about the complex history of 
local Indigenous people in 
relation to the U.S. War for 
Independence. Existing as 

sovereign entities for some 
12,500 years, Indigenous 
communities were integral 
to creating the conditions for 
this conflict and participated 
on both sides.

	 MARCH 3
Drawing Skills & Mixing 

Color with Pieter Lefferts
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org
Join this four-session work-
shop and enhance your un-
derstanding of color mixing 
and/or hone your drawing 
skills with artist and art ed-
ucator Pieter Lefferts. Four 
Tuesdays, 2 to 4 p.m. All lev-
els of experience welcome, 
all materials provided. Reg-
istration required at scovil-
lelibrary.org
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Tri-Corner Calendar Items appear as space permits.  
Submit calendar items to editor@lakevillejournal.com.
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Suzan Scott sees every detail in ‘This Beautiful Place’ 
ART

By Patrick L. Sullivan

Landscape painter Suzan 
Scott said, “I see every leaf 
on every tree, every blade of 
grass,” when she assesses a 
particular view. Her paint-
ings are her effort to “distill 
it to the essence.”

Scott said she has been 
painting for 30 years, and 
she moved from central Con-
necticut to Torrington a few 
years ago to be closer to the 
landscapes she prefers. “I 
just get in the car and drive.”

One painting, with dra-
matic clouds and light, was 
the result of a group proj-
ect. The leader suggested 

a protest theme, and Scott 
was not initially enthused. 
But that was the summer 
of 2023, when smoke from 
wildfires in Canada drifted 
into the Northeast U.S. The 
phenomenon yielded spec-
tacular sunsets, among oth-
er things. So Scott was able 
to comment on the situation 
in a subtle manner without 
taking an overtly political 
stand.

Scott’s paintings are 
on display at the David M. 
Hunt Library in Falls Vil-
lage through Friday, March 
13. She will give a talk at the 
library on Thursday, March 
12, at 5:30 p.m.
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. What travelers must do
 5. Calendar month
 8. Hopefully quickly
 12. Once more
 14. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
 15. “Cheers” actress 

Perlman
 16. Astronomy unit
 18. Savings vehicle
 19. Get your ducks in this
 20. Right away
 21. Popular sports league
 22. Containers
 23. Entireties
 26. One who wassails
 30. Turned-up position
 31. Extreme modesty
 32. Writing utensil
 33. Rewards (archaic)
 34. Ancient capital
 39. S. American wood 

sorrel
 42. General discomfort
 44. Philippine island
 46. A witty saying
 47. One who summarizes
 49. Covered in
 50. Mimic
 51. Henry was a notable 

one
 56. Daughter of Hera and 

Zeus
 57. Retired NFLer 

Newton
 58. Playground 

equipment
 59. Concept
 60. Satisfaction
 61. Fishing net
 62. Hammer end
 63. A father’s male child
 64. Japanese drink

CLUES DOWN
 1. O� -Broadway � gure
 2. Gelatinous substance
 3. Concern
 4. “Lick It Up” rockers
 5. Serbian river
 6. Part of a hat
 7. Bowl-shaped drinking 

vessel
 8. Semitic language
 9. Utter a shrill cry
 10. Long times

 11. Animal parts
 13. Causing annoyance
 17. Amorous talker
 24. Attempt
 25. Harmonic e� ects
 26. Cost per mile
 27. � ey __
 28. Bitterly regret
 29. Not even
 35. A way to drop
 36. Title of respect
 37. World leader
 38. Georgia rockers
 40. National capital
 41. Great Plains people
 42. Duck-sized dinosaur 

genus
 43. Architectural recesses
 44. Member of U.S. Navy
 45. Mountainous
 47. Kite bird

February 19 Solution

February 19 Solution

Sudoku

 48. Sweetheart (archaic)
 49. Popular snack made 

of potato
 52. 70s songsters � e Bee 

__
 53. SE China port __-men
 54. Something to � ll up
 55. League of Legends 

character

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org
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Last week’s WotW

Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.

Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.
Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 

Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

S E V E N

P A S T E

C L O S E

H O U S E

H O R S E

1. Pen made from a feather

2. Hawaiian greeting/farewell

3. Hard work

4. Of the sun

5. Fit for a blizzard

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Torrington artist Suzan Scott talked with visitors 
at a reception for her show “A Beautiful Place” 
at the David M. Hunt Library Saturday, Feb. 21. 

Andrew Jack, chair maker, will host an open shop on 
March 1 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the Magic Fluke 
Building  (292 S. Main St., Sheffield). Jack will 
demonstrate Windsor chair making and green-wood 
carving. Email andrewjackchairs@gmail.com with 
questions about the open shop event, for commissions 
or to register for an upcoming chair making course. 

Welcoming new voices
We welcome story ideas, tips and pitches, and we’re 

interested in working with writers and photographers 
who want to contribute thoughtful, independent arts 
and lifestyle coverage. Send inquiries to nataliaz@lakev-
illejournal.com.
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OUR TOWNS

Real Estate
To view all 

the news and 
Classifieds from 

The Lakeville 
Journal and The 
Millerton News 
each week, go to 
our websites at 

lakevillejournal.
com and 

millertonnews.
com

THE NEWS 
THAT MATTERS 

to you
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GOVERNMENT       SCHOOLS       LAND

RIVERS & LAKES       HISTORY       SPORTS
NONPROFITS      THE ARTS      RECREATION

THE NORTHWEST CORNER       THE HARLEM VALLEY

860-435-9873 • 64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031

Subscribe Today
You’ll never miss vital reporting with a subscription  

to your community news source.

Just $10 monthly
Email circulation@lakevillejournal.com or call 860-435-9873 x303.

Email ads to classified@lakevillejournal.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit lakevillejournal.com/classified-ad

ClassifiedsClassifieds
HELP WANTED

PART-TIME CARE-GIV-
ER NEEDED: possibly 
LIVE-IN. Bright private 
STUDIO on 10 acres. 
Queen Bed, En-Suite 
Bathroom, Kitchenette 
& Garage. SHARON 407-
620-7777.

THE SALISBURY ASSO-
CIATION’S LAND TRUST 
SEEKS PART-TIME LAND 
STEWARD: Responsibilities 
include monitoring ease-
ments and preserves, filing 
monitoring reports, docu-
menting and reporting vi-
olations or encroachments, 
and recruiting and supervis-
ing volunteer monitors. The 
Steward will also execute 
preserve and trail steward-
ship according to Manage-
ment Plans and manage 
contractor activity. Up to 
10 hours per week, com-
pensation commensurate 
with experience. Further 
details and requirements 
are available on request. 
To apply: Send cover letter, 
resume, and references to 
info@salisburyassociation.
org. The Salisbury Associa-
tion is an equal opportunity 
employer.

HELP WANTED
GARDENERS NEEDED FOR 

NATIVE PLANT DESIGN 
BUSINESS: March 15- De-
cember 1st. Must be physi-
cally fit and dependable. Call 
for interview 347-496-5168. 
Resume and references 
needed.

WEATOGUE STABLES IN 
SALISBURY, CT: has an 
opening for experienced 
barn help for Mondays and 
Tuesdays. More hours avail-
able if desired. Reliable and 
experienced please! All daily 
aspects of farm care- feed-
ing, grooming, turnout/in, 
stall/barn/pasture cleaning. 
Possible housing available 
for a full-time applicant. 
Lovely facility, great staff 
and horses! Contact Bobbi 
at 860-307-8531. Text best 
for prompt reply.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

HECTOR PACAY LAND-
S C A P I N G  A N D  CO N -
STRUCTION LLC: Fully in-
sured. Renovation, decking, 
painting; interior exterior, 
mowing lawn, garden, stone 
wall, patio, tree work, clean 
gutters, mowing fields. 845-
636-3212.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

PROFESSIONAL HOUSE-
KEEPING & HOUSE SIT-
TING: Experienced, de-
pendable, and respectful 
of your home. Excellent 
references. Reasonable 
prices. Flexible scheduling 
available. Residential/ com-
mercial. Call/Text: 860-318-
5385. Ana Mazo.

PETS

12 WEEK OLD BLACK AND 
TAN/BLUE TICK COON-
HOUND: mix for sale. First 
set of puppy shots done at 8 
weeks. Call 860-248-9947 for 
more info. and price.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale 
or:rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE

FOR SALE: 39 Hospital Hill 
Road, Sharon. 1680 sq.ft. 
Two family, rare side-by-side 
units. 4 bed; 2 full bath, 2 half. 
Great investment, or live in 
one and rent other side. 
$485,000. Call/text Sava, 914 
-227-4127.

The Lakeville Journal and  
The Millerton News seek a  
Financial Assistant to assist with 
payroll, HR, processing accounts 
payable, data entry and customer 
service. Knowledge of accounting, 
QuickBooks and excel preferred. 
Must be able to work independently. 
Full-time with benefits.

Please send resume to  
accounting@lakevillejournal.com

millertonnews.com • 860-435-9873 ext. 608

Finance Associate
Full-Time

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

lakevillejournal.com • 860-435-9873

Leaders in the athletic 
equipment repair and 

supply industry. Est 1948

    61 Church Street Canaan CT 06018

        NOW HIRING
FULL TIME & PART TIME 

Great Hours! 7:00AM-3:25PM
Range of Benefits 
Competitive Pay

                            POSITIONS OPEN:
• DATA ENTRY
• ASSEMBLY & DISASEMBLY
• INVENTORY CHECK IN 
• DECORATION DEPT
• WAREHOUSE
• SPRAY PAINTER

HOW TO APPLY 
                         *Call 800-708-0059

* Email HR@stadium-system.com
                          * Apply In Person 

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

 A UNIQUE RENTAL LOCATED IN THE BERKSHIRES AREA. COME AND 
ENJOY BERKSHIRES LIVING FOR A SEASON, YEAR, OR LONGER.  

A 2 bedroom home, fabulous view, and convenient to the  
Arts, Sports area, other area features. 

2 BEDROOMS, 3 BATHS, STUNNING VIEWS; 
set on a wonderful hillside lot in the hills.  
Provides convenient access to all the ARTS, 
OUTDOORS, AND OTHER NICETIES, that 
NW CT and the BERKSHIRES have to offer.  
CALL FOR CURRENT AVAILABILITY AND 
PRICING TERMS.

10 acres, with power, well off the highway, 
stunning views, mountain stream with possible 
pond area. Extremely  private. Agent Owned.  
OFFERED AT $550,000. 

A LUXURY RENTAL A WONDERFUL, REMOTE, HILLSIDE LOT

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES
FOR RENT COMMERCIAL 

KITCHEN IN FALLS VIL-
LAGE: Located in the heart 
of Falls Village. 425 sf space 
fully equipped for catering 
business, wholesale food 
prep or bakery. Several 
successful local businesses 
got their start here! Event 
space in building could be 
available. Contact anita@
100mainst.com.

DUTCHESS COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S REPORT

Dutchess County Sheriff’s 
Office Harlem Valley area ac-
tivity report Feb. 6 to Feb. 18

Feb. 6 — Deputies re-
sponded to Cumberland 
Farms in the Village of Mil-
lerton to assist EMS with a 
report of a female passed out 
in a vehicle. Investigation re-
sulted in the arrest of  Kristi 
E. Bruchholz, 50, for driving 
while intoxicated. Bruch-
holz to appear in the Town 
of North East Court at a later 
date.

Feb. 6 — Deputies re-
sponded to 390 Old Route 
22 in the Town of Amenia for 
the reported larceny of $180 
worth of dog food that was 
reported to have been deliv-
ered by FEDEX. Investigation 
pending.

Feb. 9 — Deputies re-
sponded to Church Street in 
the Town of Pine Plains for 
a reported domestic dispute 
between a man and a woman. 
Matter resolved without fur-
ther investigation.   

Feb. 9 — Deputies re-
port the arrest of Selvin E. 
Ramirez, 34, for driving while 
intoxicated during a traffic 
stop on Route 22 in Dover. 
Subject to appear in the Town 
of Dover Court at a later date.

Feb. 18 — Deputies re-
sponded to 4 Elm St. in Pawl-
ing for a domestic dispute 
between a husband and wife. 
Matter resolved without fur-
ther police intervention                 

PLEASE NOTE:  All sub-
jects arrested and charged are 
alleged to have committed the 
crime and are presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty and 
are to appear in local courts 
later.

If you have any informa-
tion relative to the afore-
mentioned criminal cases, or 
any other suspected criminal 
activity please contact the 
Dutchess County Sheriff’s Of-
fice tip line at 845-605-CLUE 
(2583) or Email dcsotips@
gmail.com.  All information 
will be kept confidential.

Washington, Millbrook median 

home price drops to $625,000

By CHRISTINE BATES

Special to the Millerton News

WASHINGTON — The 
housing market in the Town 
of Washington and the Vil-
lage of Millbrook cooled over 
the past year, with median 
prices falling sharply from 
2025 but remaining above 
2024 levels.

For the 12-month pe-
riod ending Jan. 31, 2026, 
the median home price 
was $625,000. That repre-
sents a steep decline from 
the $895,000 median re-
corded for the comparable 
12-month period ending Jan. 
31, 2025, but remains higher 
than the $526,250 median 
for the 12 months ending Jan. 
31, 2024.

Since September 2025, 
median prices in Washington 
and the Village of Millbrook 
have stayed below $700,000, 
marking a sustained pull-
back from the beginning of 
the year.

Sales activity, however, 
ticked up slightly. A total of 
42 single-family homes sold 
in the 12 months ending Jan. 
31, 2026, compared with 39 
sales during the 12-month 
period ending Jan. 31, 2025. 
Of the 42 homes sold over the 
past year, 10 closed above the 
$1 million mark.

Seven property transfers 
were recorded in January, re-
flecting closings that occurred 
at the end of December 2025. 
Those transactions included 

three sales above $1 million 
and two below $400,000, an 
indication of the broad price 
range.

Inventory remains skewed 
toward the high end. As of 
mid-February, 21 single-fam-
ily homes were listed for sale, 
comprised of 14 priced above 
$1 million.

January transactions

18 Alden Terrace — 2 bed-
room/2 bath condo built in 
1988 in the Village of Mill-
brook sold to Cherene Mas-
troianni for $398,500.

36 Horseshoe Road — 2 
bedroom/1 bath ranch on 1.16 
acres sold to Donato Gem-

mati for $210,000.
3598 Route 82 — 3 bed-

room/2.5 bath Empire style 
house built in 1994 on 5.43 
acres sold to Dutchess Sec-
ond Empire LLC for $1.9 
million.

47-49 Crescent Road — 5 
bedroom/5.5 bath home built 
in 1822 with 3 parcels on 10 
acres sold to 47-49 Crescent 
LLC for $6.25 million.

11 Sutton Road — 3 bed-
room/2 bath home built in 
1950 sold to Matata Manage-
ment LLC for $995,000.

92-114 Sutton Road — 2 
bedroom/2 bath home plus 
a hanger and asheep barn on 

135.07 acres sold to Sutton 
Acres LLC for $3.6 million.

26 Old Route 22 — Nurs-
ing home on 4 acres sold to 
Kingston Millbrook LLC for 
$400,000.

*Town of Washington re-
corded real estate transfers from 
Jan. 1 to Jan. 31 are sourced from 
Dutchess County Real Property 
Office monthly reports. Details 
on each property from Dutchess 
Parcel Access. Current listings 
from One Key MLS. Compiled 
by Christine Bates, Real Estate 
Advisor with William Pitt So-
theby’s International Realty, 
Licensed in Connecticut and 
New York.

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

The former 53-bed Green Briar Adult Home at 26 Old Route 82, closed by New 

York State in 2024, sold for $1.2 million in 2022 to TYH Greenbriar Propco and was 

later sold privately to Kingston Millbrook LLC for $400,000, according to Dutchess 

County records.

Your 
News
Your 
News millertonnews.commillertonnews.com

Stay informedStay informed

www.facebook.com/themillertonnews
Millerton news

The
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FREEFREE 
In-Home In-Home 
ConsultationConsultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

BUY MORE
SAVE MORE

1-5 shades: 20%
6-10 shades: 25%

11 or more: 30%
*Excludes Lutron 

& Hunter Douglas
Good until 2/28/26

Building/Remodeling

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Winter Months Are Perfect For:
Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns 

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR  
OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

When you need  
to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Insulation

Painting

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Tree Service

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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Celebrating

71
Years

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

Snow removal and ice dam 
maintenance by licensed and 
insured roo� ng contractors.

Remove snow from your roof before 
ice dams become a problem for you 

and your insurance company.

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She­  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com or  

millertonnews.com to purchase  

a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you  

this directory of Specialists  

in print and online. 

From Automobiles to  

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fingertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you find the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

(860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM
Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 

Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

PAINTING • PATIOS • LAWN MOWING 
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT • EXCAVATION

CHIK’S PAINTING
“Quality work at its best”

Interior/ Exterior
Carpentry/ Remodeling
Powerwashing
Drywall & Taping
Popcorn Removal
Wallpaper Hanging & Removal

Over 40 years experience
Fully insured • Local references
Credit Cards Accepted

860-484-9127      HIC0673003
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