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Vitsky Bakery turns local  

surplus into seasonal pastries

By JOSEPH BRENNAN

Special to the Millerton News

WASSAIC — Ariel Yotive has 
a motto, “Work with what you’ve 
got.” Her unique Vitsky Bakery in 
Wassaic has the fruits of that moti-
vation flying off the shelves.

Literally, during apricot season, 
one of her neighboring farm or-
chards may be harvesting fresh-
off-the-tree fruit that is trans-
formed into danishes. Local hives 
supply honey for sweet toppings 
or chunks of honeycomb for a de-
licious and rustic garnish. “I use 
what is around,” said the baker.

At Vitsky Bakery, Yotive’s ap-
proach has become a defining 
philosophy. Working closely with 
nearby farms, beekeepers and gar-
deners, she creates a constantly 
shifting menu shaped by the sea-
son, surplus and chance, turning 
overlooked or fleeting ingredi-

The Little Flower Bar 

opens in Amenia,  

offering blooms and gifts

PHOTO BY LANDON SPEERS

Ariel Yotive portions dough for baked goods to be sold at Vitsky 

Bakery in Wassaic. Yotive has been baking since childhood, first 

helping in her father’s Illinois-based Quality Bakery.

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

The Little Flower Bar created a fresh floral arrangement on the 

spot for Walter Irvine of Millbrook on Thursday, Jan. 8.

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Caroline Farr-Killmer wears her hunting bibs after being inducted into the historic Rounders’ 

Hunting Club in November 2025, becoming the first woman to join the club since it was founded 

by World War II veterans in 1954.

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — Creativity and 
enthusiasm are flourishing at The 
Little Flower Bar, which recently 
opened in Amenia and is now 
serving fresh floral arrangements 
alongside an array of gifts.

Owner Kelly Deneen keeps the 

flower bar stocked with seasonal, 
locally sourced blooms that can be 
arranged on site as grab-and-go 
bouquets or purchased as individ-
ual stems. A wide selection of gifts 
complements the floral offerings, 
making the shop a destination.

Since its soft opening Saturday, 

Rounders camp inducts first 

woman in club’s history

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — A lot has 
changed for Caroline Farr-Killmer 
over the last two decades, but the 
smell of campfire smoke and the 
familiar bark of an old blue alarm 
clock have stood the test of time 

at the hunting grounds of the his-
toric Rounders club, a place that 
has served as a second home for 
her family for generations. 

In November 2025, Farr-
Killmer, 25, became the first 
adult woman to be unanimously 
voted into the hunting club, a 
group that’s known as much for 

its camaraderie and history as its 
dedication to safety, respect and 
the outdoors. 

Founded in 1954 by WWII 
veterans, the group — originally 
named the Rounders of Riga — be-
gan as six men who wanted to step 

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — A decades-long 
dispute on Cooper Road returned 
to the spotlight on Thursday, Jan. 
15, as a tense meeting of the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals (ZBA) con-
cluded with members unanimously 
rejecting a request to reconsider a 
decision that was made more than 
20 years ago — a move that would 
have reopened conditions tied to 
the property’s original approval.

At the center of the conflict is an 
illegal dwelling owned by Erasmo 
and Josephine Vitiello on Cooper 
Road that has never received a cer-

tificate of occupancy. Although the 
structure received a building per-
mit in 2005, it remains illegal under 
the town’s zoning code. Litigation 
between the town and homeown-
ers in 2018 resulted in an injunc-
tion requiring the property to be 
vacated. The home, however, re-
mains occupied, prompting public 
questions about enforcement by the 
Town Board.

Homeowner Josephine Vitiello 
appeared before the ZBA and spoke 
at length about her family’s efforts 
to “do all of the right things” in pur-
suit of a certificate of occupancy, 
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Realtor® at Large
There is an interesting article in the CT 
Mirror which forecasts the effects of 
the Big Beautiful Bill recently passed by 
Congress on Connecticut residents. As 
you might imagine, it will be the upper 
income levels that will benefit the most 
and this comes on the backs of the lower 
income households. I had no idea that 
Connecticut ranked 4th in the nation for 
wealth inequality, which is not where we 
want to be! My sense is that this inequity 
will be compounded by cuts in SNAP and 
social support programs such as mental 
illness prevention. So what can we do 
here in the NW Corner? My thought is to 
be aware of this issue and increase our 
support for programs like our local food 
banks and our social service support 
offices found in each town. Please visit 
the following link for more information: 
ctmirror.org/2026/01/16/how-will-the-
big-beautiful-bill-impact-your-ct-town/
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Salisbury prepares for 

launch of 100th Jumpfest

By MIA BARNES 

Special to the Millerton News

SALISBURY, Conn. — 
Salisbury’s longstanding 
tradition of ski jumping is 
reaching new heights this 
year with the 100th annual 
Jumpfest, scheduled for Feb. 
6–8 at Satre Hill.

The weekend-long cele-
bration opens with a commu-
nity night on Friday, Feb. 6, 
followed by youth ski jumping 
competitions and the Salis-
bury Invitational on Saturday. 
The event concludes Sunday 
with the Eastern U.S. Ski 
Jumping Championships. 

While spectators look 
skyward to watch the high-
flying athletes, Jumpfest will 
also invite the community to 
look back on Salisbury’s deep-
rooted ski jumping history.

Ski jumping originated in 
Norway in the 19th century 
and is a tradition familiar to 
most Nordic children. That 
was the case for the five Satre 
brothers — John, Magnus, Ot-
tar, Sverre and Olaf — who 
grew up competing in ski 
jumping and cross-country 
skiing.

 When John Satre moved 
to Salisbury in 1923 to work 
as a chauffeur, he brought 
the tradition with him. The 
rolling hills and heavy win-
ters of the Northwest Corner 
resembled those of Norway, 
allowing John to seamlessly 
integrate his passion into his 
new community.

Within a year, his brothers 
followed him to Salisbury.

 In 1926, John Satre capti-
vated roughly 200 spectators 
by skiing off a snow-covered 
barn roof.

The brothers soon formed 
the Salisbury Outing Club — 
now known as the Salisbury 
Winter Sports Association 
(SWSA) — and began con-
struction of a permanent ski 
jump in the same location it 
sits today: Satre Hill.

By 1933, the Satre brothers 
had won numerous champi-
onships and helped popular-
ize the sport across the United 
States. Salisbury hosted the 
U.S. Olympic Trials in 1932, 
and the following year hosted 
the National Championships.

Tragically in 1934, at the 

PHOTO PROVIDED 

The Satre brothers, of Norway, brought ski jumping to 

Salisbury in the 1920s. Clockwise starting at lower left 

John, Olaf, Ottar and Magnus Satre pose alongside their 

large collection of trophies earned for accomplishments 

as ski jumpers. 

age of 40, John Satre was 
killed in a car accident. The 
New York Times hailed him 
as a pioneer in U.S. skiing and 
his legacy is carried on in the 
winter sports culture that is 
nurtured in Salisbury today.

During this time, local 
children were introduced to 
the sport, creating makeshift 
jumps in their backyards out 
of crates and hay bales. One 
of these children was Rich-
ard Parsons, who became 
the first Salisbury resident 
to earn recognition for cross 
country skills. He earned a 
spot for the 1932 Lake Placid 
Winter Olympic Games and 
in 1936 competed in the Win-
ter Olympics in Garmisch, 
Germany, where he was the 
leading American-born cross-
country skier.

During World War II, 
young athletes who would 
have normally been jumping 
were enlisted in the service, 
causing a lull in the sport and 
deterioration of the jump it-
self. After the war, however, 
community members eagerly 
worked to rebuild the jump, 
and another Salisbury athlete 
emerged.

Roy Sherwood was first 
introduced to ski jumping 
when his father built him 
and his brother their own 

ski jump in their backyard. 
Sherwood quickly gained 
ground, earning himself the 
title of “hometown hero.” By 
1954, Sherwood was offered 
a spot on the U.S. Olympic 
Team for the 1956 games in 
Cortina, Italy.

Sherwood’s path to the 
Olympics was far from easy. A 
year before the Games, he was 
diagnosed with polio, threat-
ening his ability to compete. 
He recovered enough to trav-
el to Italy, only to hit an icy 
patch during a practice run.

Sherwood rebounded 
and competed the next day, 
placing 36th out of 51 — the 
second-highest finish by an 
American — and was later 
inducted into the U.S. Ski & 
Snowboard Hall of Fame.

Today, four jumps line 
Satre Hill — K10, K20, K30, 
and K65. The 65-meter jump 
is used for competitions, and 
the smaller jumps are used to 
teach local youth during win-
ter camps.

Islay Sheil, a Housatonic 
Valley Regional High School 
student and Lakeville resi-
dent, is the current SWSA 
athlete on the rise in ski jump-
ing today. Her passion for the 
sport emerged during one of 
the SWSA winter camps, and 
last March earned gold in the 
Junior National Champion-
ships. The next Junior Na-
tional Championships will 
be hosted in Salisbury in 2027.

While Salisbury celebrates 
the 100th anniversary of its 
own ski jump this year, the 

Olympic Games will be held 
in Milan and Cortina, Italy, 
the same place that Sherwood 
gained global recognition.

To honor the town’s re-
markable history and tradi-
tion of ski jumping, Jumpfest 
will begin early with a Winter 
Warmer on Jan. 31 between 
5:30 to 8 p.m. It will be at the 
home of Salisbury First Se-
lectman Curtis Rand. Small 
plates and drinks will be 
served. Limited tickets are 
available for $50 and more de-
tails can be found at Jumpfest.
org/100years/

On Feb. 1, a double feature 
screening of On the Hill and 
Downhill Racer will be held at 
The Moviehouse in Millerton, 
followed by a panel discussion 
on winter sports and SWSA’s 
role in Salisbury’s history. 
There will also be a raffle and 
SWSA merchandise for sale.

Tickets for the showing are 
$16 and details can be found at 
Jumpfest.org/100years/.

On Friday, Feb. 6, Jumpfest 
will host community night at 
Satre Hill. SWSA will offer 
free admission for the night. 
Gates open at 6 p.m. and 
“Target Jumping Under the 
Lights” will begin at 7 p.m. 
There will be fireworks spon-
sored by NBT Bank, bonfires, 
and food and drinks available 
for purchase. The Human 
Dogsled Race is set for 8:30 
p.m. Teams of five can register 
at Jumpfest.org

On Saturday, Feb. 7, the 
Junior Competition on K20 
jump will begin at 9 a.m. 
The Salisbury Invitational 
Ski Jumping Competition 
will practice from 11 a.m. to 
noon and compete at 1 p.m. 
Community members are 
invited to the Snow Ball at 
the Lakeville Town Grove at 
8 p.m. Dancers will be accom-
panied by live music from the 
Steve Dunn Band. Entrance to 
the Ball is $20 with children 
12 and under free of charge.

On Sunday, Feb. 8, Satre 
Hill will hold the Eastern U.S. 
Ski Jumping Championships. 
Athletes will practice between 
11 a.m. to noon and compete 
at 1 p.m.

Willie Hallihan of SWSA 
explained that the length of 
time and number of people in-
volved on an emotional level 
has made the sport “iconic to 
Salisbury.”

Hallihan recounted in the 
PBS documentary “The Jump” 
that the ski jumps are “like a 
family member to a lot of 
people”.

Dutchess County 

among three selected 

for state childcare pilot

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

Dutchess County is one of 
three counties selected to re-
ceive significant state funding 
as part of a new childcare pilot 
program announced by Gov. 
Kathy Hochul last week — an 
initiative that could expand 
childcare options in rural 
communities like Millerton. 

The announcement fol-
lows Hochul’s State of the 
State address in which she 
proposed a landmark $4.5 
billion investment toward 
universal childcare in New 
York. Hochul visited a child-
care center in Queens on 
Thursday, Jan. 15, to outline 
her vision for the rollout of 
the pilot program, which 
would include a total of $60 
million in state funding, along 
with additional funding from 
each of the three counties 
— Dutchess, Monroe and 
Broome — with a particular 
focus on serving newborns to 
three-year-olds.

“When we invest in our 
kids, we’re investing not just 
in their future, but the future 
of our state,” Hochul said. She 
called her plan aggressive, 
bold and ambitious with a 
focus on access and cost. 

While the proposal must 
still be approved by the State 
Legislature as part of the 2026 
budget process, Dutchess 
County’s Department of 
Community and Family Ser-
vices is expected to work with 
the state on developing ideas 
to address Dutchess-specific 
needs. The state budget is due 
April 1.

Filling a local gap 

The pilot would support 
community-based program-
ming, a move that could fill 
the gap left in Millerton by 
the recent abrupt closure of 
North East Community Cen-
ter’s Early Learning Program 
(ELP). 

NECC officially closed 
the program on Dec. 19, 
2025, after determining that 
the financial burden of oper-
ating a daycare had become 
unsustainable. The decision 
followed months of quiet in-
ternal deliberation and came 
as a shock to families and 
staff. NECC leadership cited 
rising operating costs, declin-

ing enrollment and the loss 
of grant funding as driving 
factors in the closure. 

Christine Sergent, Execu-
tive Director of NECC, said 
the organization remains 
open to reconsidering child-
care in the future, though no 
timeline has been announced. 

“We are monitoring the 
governor’s actions as they 
clearly relate to the needs of 
the people we serve,” Sergent 
said. She added that she is 
hopeful that potential state re-
sources could eventually bring 
more childcare options back 
to Millerton and surround-
ing communities, whether 
before or after NECC moves 
to a new facility. 

Dutchess County Legis-
lator Chris Drago, D-Dis-
trict-19, said the closure of the 
ELP has intensified the child-
care challenges in the region. 
Drago, who had been work-
ing to raise awareness about 
the issue even before the pilot 
program was announced, said 
cuts to federal funding will be 
felt in rural Dutchess County. 

“Childcare is a must-have,” 
Drago said. “Families need 
childcare if they’re going to 
work, and this is something 
we need to be fighting for.” 

While he said Hochul’s 
proposal is a step in the right 
direction, Drago described 
the funding as a “drop in the 
bucket.” He hopes to organize 
a public forum to discuss the 
issue and better inform state 
representatives about the ur-
gent childcare needs in north-
ern Dutchess County. 

Still, the news signals hope 
for local parents like Kim Yar-
nell, whose family was affect-
ed by the ELP closure.

“As a parent, I have strug-
gled for years trying to source 
reliable and affordable care 
for my kids just so I could go 
to work,” Yarnell said, adding 
that she is thrilled about the 
pilot program. 

Yarnell said it will be cru-
cial that those overseeing the 
pilot rollout involve parent 
advocates upfront as part of 
the process to ensure that 
funding and support are al-
located to not just county-run 
childcare facilities, but also 
private and in-home care – 
especially in rural communi-
ties like Millerton. 

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

The North East Community Center’s Early Learning 

Program shuttered abruptly last December after non-

profit leadership announced that significant financial 

strain required the program’s termination. NECC Ex-

ecutive Director Christine Sergent said the organization 

remains open to reconsidering childcare in the future.

Because of inclement 
weather last Sunday, the 
North East Historical Society 
and The Millerton Inn agreed 
to reschedule the historical 
society’s Dine Our For His-
tory event. 

The event will now be 
held Sunday, Jan. 25, begin-

ning with a brief local history 
quiz presentation at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by dinner.

Dinner reservations are 
requested. Call 518-592-1900. 

The following Dine Out 
event will be at Taro’s Pizze-
ria, 18 Main St. on Thursday, 
Jan. 29.

‘Dine Out for History’ 

kick-off rescheduled
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Learn more at Northwell.edu/Sharon

Northwell is committed to strengthening the vital care 
your community relies on.

A BRIGHT FUTURE 
FOR SHARON HOSPITAL

This includes providing high-quality services, like labor & delivery—
so families can continue to welcome their newest members 
with confidence. It’s all part of our commitment to bringing a new 
chapter of care to Connecticut. To Litchfield County. To you. 

Stissing Storage 

operator proposes farm 

stand and self-storage 

business expansion

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — A new 
farm stand could be com-
ing to Pine Plains soon.

Steve Hobson, of Mi-
lan, met with the Planning 
Board on Wednesday, Jan. 
14, to lay out preliminary 
plans for a retail farm 
stand at 2812 and 2814 
Church St., two residential 
lots across from Stissing 
Mountain High School.

Hobson is proposing 
demolishing the residence 
on 2814 Church St. and 
constructing several struc-
tures. The plans include 
an expansion of Hobson’s 
self-storage facility on the 
neighboring 2818 Church 
St. lot.

Hobson said the house 
on the property was in too 
poor condition to be ren-
ovated or sold. “It needs a 
ton of work,” he said. “It’s 
going to be difficult to 
implement any further on 
the site without removal 
of that house that’s there.”

The proposed farm 
stand would be available 
to farmers on a seasonal 

basis, Hobson said.
Planning Board mem-

bers met the proposal with 
optimism, although they 
made a few suggestions 
pertaining to the aesthet-
ics of the storage facilities.

“I think it’s doable,” 
Planning Board Chair 
Michael Stabile said.

Planning Board mem-
bers suggested Hobson 
should plan screening to 
reduce the visibility of 
the planned storage units. 
They also asked if Hobson 
had identified any poten-
tial tenants for the farm 
stand, to which he said no.

“It’s certainly going to 
be a roll of the dice on my 
part,” Hobson said.

Planning Board Chair 
Michael Stabile recom-
mended Hobson begin 
the search.

“I think part of the ap-
plication you try to get 
somebody interested in 
it,” Stabile said.

The board wrapped up 
the meeting after about 
half an hour of delibera-
tion by giving Hobson the 
greenlight for an official 
application.

Please visit millertonnews.com/donate 
to give a donation of any size.
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Amenia residents comment on 

Cascade Creek subdivision plan

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — Residents 
filled the Town Hall meet-
ing room to capacity for the 
Planning Board meeting on 
Wednesday, Jan. 14, to provide 
comments about the Cascade 
Creek workforce housing ap-
plication submitted by Hud-
son River Housing. 

For several months, the 
non-profit developer has 
been engaged in preparing 
environmental impact analy-
ses for the property, includ-
ing utility plans, as well as 
potential effects on wildlife 
or watercourses with plans 
for mitigation of stormwater 
runoff.

Once the environmental 
impact report phase is com-
plete, the actual site plan 
drawings will be considered 
as part of the application’s 
next phase. Public hearings 
will continue.

Senior planner Peter 
Sander of Rennia Engineer-
ing, speaking on behalf of 
the Cascade Creek project, 
reviewed conservation plans 
for the 24.13 acres that would 
comprise the development. Of 
the total acreage, 59% would 
be conserved, and 28 house 
lots would be drawn, each lot 
encumbered by conservation 
easements. Also planned is a 
rectangular space for a com-
munity garden. Sewer and 
water utilities would be on-
site.

Since the Planning Board’s 
November meeting, Sander 
reported, the developer has 
met with local fire officials, 
leading to an agreement to 
provide a buried large-res-
ervoir water tank to combat 

fires and the use of fire-re-
sistant building materials in 
each home.

Planning Board Engineer 
John Andrews reminded resi-
dents that the meeting was an 
opportunity for public com-
ment, an informal public 
hearing, and that future public 
hearings would be held on the 
project.

Summarizing the com-
ments heard at the meeting, 
Planning Board member 
Jamie Vitiello enumerated 
topics that would lie within 
the purview of the board and 
the required environmental 
analysis, currently being con-
sidered.

Topics identified by Vi-
tiello included the fire de-
partment’s concerns about 
an adequate water supply in 
case of fire, Webutuck School 
enrollment growth, the effect 
on community character, and 
increased traffic.

Newly seated Planning 
Board attorney Victoria Poli-
doro of Rodenhausen Chale 
and Polidoro, LLP, with of-
fices in Rhinebeck, suggested 
that she would be interested 
in information about mar-
keting plans for the Cascade 
Creek subdivision.

Vitiello suggested that 
some aspects are not within 

the purview of the planning 
board, but Andrews said that 
getting more information into 
the public record is within the 
purview.

Several residents offered 
comments at the meeting, 
including former Town Su-
pervisor Victoria Perotti who 
expressed concern about the 
effect on the aquifer and area 
homeowners’ wells, particu-
larly in times of drought. Bog 
turtles are not present on-site, 
but they do inhabit wetlands 
surrounding the site, along 
with other forms of familiar 
wildlife. Perotti also said that 
the proposed on-site sewage 
system does not adequately 
meet state standards.

Resident George Bistran-
sin submitted a petition car-
rying 204 signatures of resi-
dents who oppose the project.

Another resident said that 
he was generally in favor of 
workforce housing and un-
derstood the local need for it, 
but he was concerned about 
the project’s business model, 
including the financial re-
sponsibilities of the home-
owners and whether those 
homeowners would default 
on mortgage payments. He 
sought evidence that the proj-
ect is financially viable. 

Resident Ken Merritt ex-

pressed concern about the 
effect on ground water levels 
in the area, indicating his op-
position to the project.

“Who will pay to have area 
wells redrilled,” asked resident 
Kim Travis, also expressing 
concern about rainwater run-
off and the diminishment of 
the rural character of the area.

Questioning the traffic 
study conducted as part of 
the application, resident Judy 
Moran noted the study was 
done when schools were not 
in session.

Former Town Supervisor 
Leo Blackman spoke, noting 
his prior years of service on 
the town’s Housing Board.

“There is definitely a prob-
lem with a lack of affordable 
housing,” Blackman said. “The 
community could become 
economically segregated,” he 
warned. 

About concerns over high-
er density housing, Blackman 
described the high incidence 
of small house lots already ex-
isting within the community.

“We need affordable hous-
ing; we need to do something,” 
resident Gaye Parisi said. Pa-
risi currently serves on the 
Housing Board.

Planning Board Secre-
tary Judy Westfall read two 
letters into the record. The 
first, from the local fire de-
partment, noted no access to 
a municipal water supply, that 
the natural water sources are 
unreliable, the need for moni-
toring of the buried tank, ad-
equate turn-around room for 
fire apparatus, and plans for 
snow removal.

The second letter was from 
resident Daniel Donnelly who 
favored the application and 
urged its approval.

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

The proposed site of Hudson River Housing’s Cascade 

Creek workforce housing subdivision on Route 44.
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Worship Services
Week of January 25, 2026

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

(860) 435-2627

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

Rev. Dr. Johan Johnson, 
 Priest-in-Charge

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, February 8 at 10:30 a.m.

SSCCIIEENNCCEE  aanndd  RREELLIIGGIIOONN::
IIss  tthheerree  aa  ccoonnnneeccttiioonn??

 For information, contact Jo Loi  
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gatesl

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church  

40 Leedsville Road 
Amenia Union, NY

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE

Visit our website for links
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com 
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
8:00AM - Worship Service  

2nd & 4th Sunday  
“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”

 The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-824-5534

canaanct-umc.com
canaanctumc@gmail.com

We hope you will join us!

In Loving Memory of  
Jeffery Jay Petkovich
May 12, l968 to January 20, 1990

May the wings of Heaven blow softly 
and whisper in your ear 

How much we Love and Miss you and 
Wish that you were here. 

You are loved deeply:
Mom, Jamie, Nonnie

In Loving Memory of 
Peter C. Roosa

October 12, 1950 to January 11, 2019

Time slips by and life goes on
But from our hearts you’re never gone.

We think about you always, we talk about
you too, we have so many memories but we

wish we still had you.

You are deeply loved:
Phyllis, Jamie, Nonnie, 

The Petkovich and Roosa Family

OBITUARIES

Rafael A. Porro

SALISBURY — Rafael A. 
Porro, 88, of 4 Undermoun-
tain Road, passed away Jan. 
6, 2026, at Sharon Hospital. 
Rafael was born on April 19, 
1937 in Camaguey, Cuba the 
son of Jose Rafael Porro and 
Clemencia Molina de Porro. 
He graduated from the En-
glewood School for Boys in 
Englewood, New Jersey and 
attended Columbia Univer-
sity School of General Stud-
ies. Rafael retired as a law li-
brary clerk from the law firm 
of Curtis, Mallet Prevost in 
2002 and came to live in Salis-
bury to be nearer to his sister, 
Chany Wells.

Rafael is survived by 

his sister, Chany Wells, his 
nephew Conrad Wells (Gil-
lian), and by numerous cous-
ins in North Carolina, Florida, 
Wyoming, Arizona, Cuba and 
Canada. He was the eldest of 
the cousins and acknowl-
edged family historian. He 
will be greatly missed.

A memorial service will be 
held at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in June. Memorial 
contributions may be made 
to Salisbury Volunteer Am-
bulance Service, St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Salis-
bury and Scoville Memorial 
Library.

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.

Edward Aparo

TACONIC — Edward 
Aparo passed away 
peacefully at his 
home on Jan. 7, 
2026, surrounded 
by his loving family.

Edward was 
born on May 10, 
1936, in New Brit-
ain, Connecticut. 
He was the beloved 
son of the late An-
thony and Rose 
Valenti Aparo and attended 
New Britain schools. On April 
7, 1958 Edward married his 
school sweetheart, Jean Ack-
erman beginning a devoted 
marriage that spanned 67 
years. Together they built 
a life rooted in family, hard 
work and love.

Edward began his career 
working in the family busi-
ness, Aparo’s Electric Motor 
Service Inc. where he learned 

the trade alongside his father. 
Following his fa-
ther’s passing, Ed-
ward became the 
owner of the busi-
ness, carrying on 
the family legacy 
with dedication 
and pride. 

Edward is sur-
vived by his loving 
wife, Jean Acker-
man Aparo, his 

sons Stephen Aparo and his 
wife Marie of New Britain, 
Connecticut, and Craig Aparo 
and his wife Valerie of Naples, 
Florida; his sister Arlene 
Aparo St.Germain and hus-
band Joseph of Hobe Sound, 
Florida, and his cherished 
grandchildren; Danny Aparo 
and wife Nicole, Tyler Aparo 
and Morgan Wilson and Jared 
Aparo all of New Britain.

Services with be private.

Marjorie A. Vreeland

 SALISBURY — Marjorie 
A. Vreeland, 98, passed away 
peacefully at Noble Horizons, 
on Jan. 10, 2026.  She was sur-
rounded by her two loving 
children, Richard and Nancy.  
She was born in Bronxville, 
New York,  on Aug. 9, 1927, 
to Alice (Meyer) and Joseph 
Casey, both of whom were de-
ceased by the time she was 14. 
She attended public schools in 
the area and graduated from 
Eastchester High School in 
Tuckahoe and, in 1946 she 
graduated from The Wood 
School of Business in New 
York City.	

At 19 years old, she mar-
ried Everett W. Vreeland of 
White Plains, New York and 
for a few years they lived in 
Ithaca, New York, where Ev-
erett was studying to become 
a veterinarian at Cornell. Af-
ter a short stint in Coos Bay, 
Oregon (Mike couldn’t stand 
the cloudy, rainy weather!) 
they moved back east to 
Middletown, Connecticut for 
three years where Dr. Vree-
land worked for Dr. Pieper’s 
veterinary practice.  In Aug. 
of 1955, Dr. and Mrs. Vreeland 
moved to North Kent, Con-
necticut with their children 
and started Dr. Vreeland’s 
Veterinary practice.   In Sept. 
of 1968 Marjorie, or “Mike” as 
she wished to be called, took 
a “part-time job” at the South 
Kent School.  She retired from 
South Kent 23 years later on 
Sept. 1, 1991.  Aside from 
office help and bookkeep-
ing she was secretary to the 
Headmaster and also taught 
Public Speaking and Typing.  
In other times she worked as 

an assistant to the Town Clerk 
in Kent, an office worker and 
receptionist at Ewald Instru-
ments Corp. and as a volun-
teer at the Kent Library.

“Mike” loved the sun, sand 
and water and spent many 
summers at Westport Point, 
Massachusetts with the kids 
and their best friends, the 
Bauers.  She was the consum-
mate hostess, and a wonderful 
cook.  She also appeared in 
several plays with The Sher-
man Players and also a show 
or two on special occasions 
at The Kent Community 
House.  She took enjoyment 
from working outdoors do-
ing chores around her home 
in North Kent.  She lived in 
that house until she sold it and 
bought a condominium on 
North Main Street in Kent in 
May of 2003.  She lived in the 
condo until 2018 after which 
her light began to fade and her 
last 8 years were spent com-
fortably at Noble Horizons.

“Mike” leaves behind her 
children, Richard (Susan) of 
Lakeville, her daughter Nancy 
Rutledge ( Jim) of Salisbury; 
two grandchildren, Chandra 
Gerrard (Sean) of Litchfield, 
Matthew (Larissa) of Lakev-
ille; three great grandchildren, 
Addison, Emilia and Everett, 
all of Lakeville.

She was predeceased by 
her beloved granddaughter 
Caroline in 2020.

All services are private.  
The Ryan Funeral Home, 
255 Main St., Lakeville, is in 
charge of arrangements.

To offer an online condo-
lence, please visit ryanfhct.
com

Robin Lee Roy

FALLS VILLAGE — Robin 
Lee Roy, 62, of Zephyrhills, 
Florida, passed 
away Jan. 14, 2026. 

She was a long-
time CNA, serving 
others with com-
passion for more 
than 20 years be-
fore retiring from 
Heartland in Flor-
ida. 

Robin loved the 
beach, sunshine, 
and gardening, and was 
known for her strength, hu-

mor, and unwavering support 
of those she loved.

She is survived 
by her daughter, 
Sierra R. Zinke, and 
brothers, Darren 
Roy and Todd Roy. 

She was preced-
ed in death by her 
parents, Sharon 
Thomkins Roy and 
Robert Roy, and 
her brother Nevin 
Roy.

No services will be held at 
this time.

Roger D. Ovitt

TORRINGTON — Roger 
D. Ovitt, 91, of 35 Berry St. 
Torrington, died peacefully 
at his home surrounded by 
his loving family.  He was the 
husband of Barbara (Webb) 
Ovitt of Torrington.  Roger 
was born June 28, 1934 in 
Amenia, New York, son of 
the late Ronald and Edna Lucy 
(King) Ovitt.

Roger had worked for 36 
years as a crusher operator for 
the former Pfizer Corpora-
tion in Canaan. After retir-
ing from Pfizer in 1992, Roger 
joined his brother, Brian, and 
began a new career as a house 
painter. Roger enjoyed this 
venture with his brother.  He 
was an avid fisherman.  Roger 
also loved to garden.  He took 
great pride in the flowers and 
vegetables that he raised.

In addition to his wife, 
Roger is survived by his 
children;Donald Ovitt and 
his wife Alissa of Clarksville, 
Tennessee, Jennifer Godburn 
and her husband Stephen of 
Sarasota, Florida, Valerie 
Bachman and her husband 
Paul of Torrington, Connecti-
cut, Stephanie Follett of Ash-
ley Falls, Massachusetts, and 
Nelson Roddy and his wife 
Mary of Lakeville, Connecti-
cut.  Roger is also survived 
by his sister, Eleanor Hine-
man of Connecticut, and his 
three brothers; Robert Ovitt 
of Southfield, Massachusetts, 
Brian Ovitt and his wife Alice 
of Sheffield, Massachusetts, 
and Gary Ovitt and his wife 
Cheryl of Sheffield, Massa-
chusetts; his brother-in-law 
Charlton Webb of Winsted, 
Connecticut;  12 grandchil-
dren and 16 great-grandchil-
dren.

Roger was predeceased by 
his daughter, Penny Fallon, 
sister Joy Eichstedt, broth-
ers Ronald, Carlton, Jerry, 
Wayne, and Raymond Ovitt, 
his grandson Shawn Bach-
man, his great-grandson  Eli 
Green, and his step-father 
Edwin Mansir.

A Celebration of Roger’s 
Life will be held on Saturday 
Jan. 24, 2026, at 11 a.m. in the 
Newkirk-Palmer Funeral 
Home 118 Main St. North 
Canaan, CT 06018. 

Calling hours will be held 
at the funeral home on Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. until the 
service begins at 11 a.m.  

Memorial donations in 
Roger’s memory may be made 
to Connecticut Chapter of 
the  Alzheimer’s Association 
10 Executive Drive Suite 202 
Farmington, CT 06032.

Send obituaries 
to obituaries@ 

lakevillejournal.com

OUR TOWNS

Stanford real estate market 

sees bump in October sales

By CHRISTINE BATES

Special to the Millerton News

STANFORD — Median 
home prices in the Town of 
Stanford continued their up-
ward trend in October, with 
the 12-month median reaching 
$610,000, a 7% increase from 
the same period in 2024.

Transfers of nine single 
family homes were recorded 
in October, including the sale 
of a $4 million five-bedroom 
home on 21.72 acres on Duell 
Road. Many high-end proper-
ties were taken off the market 
during the winter. Only five 
residential properties were 
listed for sale in mid-January, 
including three over $1 million 
and two over $500,000.

Transfers

1 Kimberly Way — 3 bed-
room/4 bath ranch on 7.1 acres 
was sold to Lucas Diblasi for 
$905,000.

5730 Route 82 — 3 bed-
room/1 bath home sold to 
NMS 11 LLC for $100,000.

3 Rock Place — 3 bed-
room/1 bath farm house built 
in 1965 sold to Jessica Daddino 
for $413,400.

6322 Route 82 — Residence 
on 5.01 acres sold to Glenn 

Novan for $676,000.
16 Bangall Amenia Road 

— 3 bedroom/1.5 bath home 
sold to Bangall Hamlet LLC 
for $375,000.

744 Hunns Lake Road — 
3 bedroom/2 bath home on 
1.16 acres sold to Richard J. 
Kaufman for $525,000.

768-770 Willow Brook 
Road — 3 bedroom/2 bath 
2,224 square foot home built 
in 2022 on 20.5 acres sold 
to Matthew Kamrowski for 
$1,225,000.

193 Decker — 2 homes 
and a barn on 12.5 acres sold 
to Whispering Willow Farm 
LLC for $380,000.

836 Duell Road — 5 bed-
room/5 bath home built in 1991 
on 21.72 acres sold to Touch-
stone 836 LLC for $4 million.

*Town of Stanford recorded 
real estate transfers from Oct. 
1 to Oct. 31, 2025 provided by 
Dutchess County Real Property 
Office monthly transfer reports. 
Only transactions with consid-
eration are included. Details on 
each property from Dutchess 
Parcel Access. Market data from 
One Key MLS and Infosparks. 
Compiled by Christine Bates, 
Real Estate Advisor with Wil-
liam Pitt Sotheby’s International 
Realty, Licensed in Connecticut 
and New York.

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

With direct lake access across the road, 744 Hunns Lake 

Road was built in 2016 and sold in October for $525,000.
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A New Chapter for 

Sharon Hospital: Our 

Commitment to the 

Northwest Corner

At Northwell Health, we 
are incredibly excited and 
deeply committed to our new 
hospitals in Connecticut, in-
cluding the future of Sharon 
Hospital. We understand that 
Sharon Hospital is more than 
just a building; it is a corner-
stone of this community, a 
place of healing, comfort, and 
trust built over generations.

We hear the concerns about 
healthcare access in rural ar-
eas – the challenges of a “health 
care desert,” the distances, and 
the need for reliable, local ser-
vices. That’s precisely why our 
commitment to Sharon Hospi-
tal includes being a community 
partner, listening intently to 
community needs and ensur-
ing you have reliable local care.

That commitment includes 
the preservation and advance-
ment of vital services, includ-
ing comprehensive women’s 
health services. We understand 
that the availability of obstet-
rics is profoundly important, 
and we are committed to 
maintaining these services at 
Sharon Hospital. Our goal is to 
ensure that future generations 
can continue to be safely born 
and compassionately cared for 
right here in Sharon.

As Attorney General Wil-
liam Tong rightly emphasized, 
“miles and minutes matter 
when it comes to labor and 
delivery,” and we believe every 
family deserves access to safe, 
local maternity care. At North-
well Health, we don’t believe 
in a “hub-and-spoke” model of 
care where patients requiring 
most specialized services are 
referred into only the most ad-
vanced facilities. We’ve always 
believed in care being provided 
as locally as possible, so long 
as local expertise can provide 
such care safely. We believe 
that obstetrical care at Sharon 
is evidence of this commitment.

But our commitment ex-
tends far beyond that. We will 
maintain Sharon Hospital as a 
full-service community hospi-
tal, ensuring 24/7 surgical capa-
bilities and a robust, full-service 
emergency department. Our 
plan isn’t just about maintain-

ing; it’s about improving ser-
vices and enhancing access in 
the community. Northwell is 
incredibly committed to am-
bulatory network development 
– we are today a network of 28 
hospitals and 1,050 ambulatory 
practices. While enhancing care 
for the community will always 
be viewed through the lens of 
capabilities at Sharon Hospital, 
ensuring the right care is being 
provided in the right setting is 
also a part of our commitment. 
At Northwell, nearly 80 percent 
of our patient encounters take 
place outside of a hospital, with 
a focus on providing services in 
the most efficient and patient-
centric environment possible.

This acquisition is backed by 
significant investment. North-
well has committed to injecting 
at least $1 billion across Nu-
vance hospitals in Connecticut 
and New York over the next 
five years, a process that we’ve 
already begun, ensuring capi-
tal, expertise, and support for 
long-term fiscal stability and 
critical growth investments at 
places like Sharon. We’re also 
integrating advanced systems, 
like a unified electronic re-
cords management system, to 
enhance care coordination.

Our partnership with the 
Connecticut and New York At-
torneys General, as well as the 
Connecticut Office of Health 
Strategy, reflects our shared 
goal: to safeguard the interests 
of Connecticut patients and 
providers, ensuring accessible, 
quality healthcare for this com-
munity for years to come.

Northwell Health is hon-
ored to become an even 
greater part of this commu-
nity, and we are grateful for the 
community’s engagement and 
partnership. We are confident 
that, together, we will not only 
secure Sharon Hospital’s fu-
ture but elevate its capacity to 
serve, providing the essential, 
high-quality care this vibrant 
community deserves.

John D’Angelo, MD, is 
president and CEO and Kevin 
Beiner is chief operating officer 
at Northwell Health.

The views expressed 
here are not necessarily 
those of The Millerton 
News and the News 
does not support or 
oppose candidates for 
public office.

We accept gifts, 
grants and sponsor-
ships from individuals 
and organizations for 
the general support of 
our activities, but our 
news judgments are 
made independently 
and not on the basis of 
donor support.

Accepting financial 
support does not mean 
we endorse donors or 
their products, services 
or opinions.
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Gen Z is facing hard times 

despite a growing economy

The college-age gen-
eration is grappling 
with inflation, in-

creasing housing prices, cli-
mate change, and now mass 
corporate layoffs. In a world 
where geopolitical turmoil 
is increasing, the ground be-
neath their feet is shifting. 
Many believe their future is 
bleak.

My nephew, Joey, just got 
married. His wife lives with 
her parents, and he lives 
with his. While he makes 
good money as a pharmacy 
manager at a national chain 
drugstore, neither he nor his 
wife can afford even a down 
payment on a house in Long 
Island. They are moving in 
with the wife’s parents. Joey’s 
sister is also married with two 
children. They also live with 
their parents. Welcome to 
the American dream turned 
nightmare for almost 70 mil-
lion young Americans.

The typical age range of 
Gen Z is 1997 to 2012. They 
are the demographic cohort 
succeeding Millennials and 
preceding Generation Alpha. 
They are the most racially and 
ethnically diverse generation 
in America, with 48% being 
non-white.

Almost all of this genera-
tion is highly active on social 
media. Almost 60% are plan-
ning to pursue a college edu-
cation. They are just as likely 
to identify as Republicans, 
Democrats, or Independents. 
As such, the present populist 
upheaval the U.S. is undergo-
ing takes an inordinate toll on 
them. It may be why 91% of 

Gen Zers report experienc-
ing symptoms of stress and 
anxiety.

While Wall Street opened 
the year celebrating the prom-
ise of a bright future, thanks 
to AI. Opinion leaders predict 
that artificial intelligence, ro-
bots, and space, among other 
technological breakthroughs, 
will dramatically reshape the 
way the world works. For 
college grads, all they see is a 
no-fire, no-hire labor market 
where unemployment among 
workers ages 20 to 24 contin-
ues to rise. It is now to 5.3% 
and even worse for those 
younger than that.

The National Association 
of Colleges and Employers 
predict the entry-level hiring 
crisis will worsen this year, 
rating job prospects as poor or 
at best fair. At a recent gather-
ing of employers at the Yale 
School of Management, 66% 
admitted they planned to cut 
jobs or freeze hiring.

With an economy that is 
expected to grow by 3% in 
2026, one would have expect-
ed the opposite reaction, but 
then you would not be reck-
oning with the impact of ar-
tificial intelligence on the job 
market. Potential employers 
are concerned and uncertain 
about how AI might reshape 
the workforce over the next 
few years, and rightfully so.

Most analysts believe that 
many white-collar positions, 
especially at the entry level, 
will be replaced by techno-
logical advancement. Under-
scoring that concern, many 
corporate giants, including 
Amazon, UPS, Target, and 
Google, announced layoffs 
affecting more than 60,000 
jobs. And to many, that is just 
the tip of the iceberg.

Faced with taking fast-
food jobs at minimum wage 
and lacking work experience 
in their hoped-for profes-
sions, 3 in 5 Gen Z workers 
are looking elsewhere for a 
job with some kind of rea-
sonable future. Almost half of 
these young workers believe 
the blue-collar jobs may of-
fer better long-term security 
than corporate work in the 
technology fields. The top 
sectors pursued by Gen Z 
include plumbing, automo-
tive repair, construction, and 
electrical work.

I happen to agree with 
that belief, but unfortunate-
ly, Gen Z applicants face the 
same barrier to entry in their 
white-collar arena—lack of 
experience. Many job appli-
cants, regardless of industry, 
are now required to have at 
least 3 years of experience 
and up to 5 years before be-
ing considered.

The lure of six-figure sala-
ries in the blue-collar area is 
attracting more Gen Zs to 
vocational schools. However, 
what many conveniently for-
get is that earning that kind of 
take-home pay requires years 
of experience, a substantial 

investment in personal tools 
and equipment, and serious 
wear and tear on the body.

As I write this, in the next 
room, a 65-year-old builder 
I’ll call Scott, who is going in 
for his second knee replace-
ment next month, is building 
another room in our condo. 
Assisting him is a young 
GenZer. There is a constant 
stream of chatter as Scott 
talks through his drywalling 
process. His helper listens 
intently. They seem eager to 
learn and ask questions as 
they work. He did the same 
when he placed the struts and 
erected the wall.

For several years, Scott 
has been involved in a local 
high school program that 
teaches vocational school 
grads his business, while 
they gain on-the-job expe-
rience and a paycheck. Scott 
and others like him are pro-
viding a solution one day at 
a time. He is one answer 
to the dilemma facing this 
struggling generation. This 
country needs more Scotts 
to hire and teach a young 
workforce in need.

Next week, I will highlight 
one area where many Gen 
Xers have found an alterna-
tive to home ownership. It 
holds risks but doesn’t cost an 
arm and a leg to get involved.

 Bill Schmick is a founding 
partner of Onota Partners, Inc., 
in the Berkshires.  Bill’s forecasts 
and opinions are purely his own 
and do not necessarily represent 
the views of Onota Partners, Inc. 
(OPI).

Millerton, snowmobiles, homes, businesses

The following excerpts from 
The Millerton News were com-
piled by Kathleen Spahn and Rhi-
annon Leo-Jameson of the North 
East-Millerton Library.

January 24, 1935

About Millerton

Mayor and Mrs. William 
J. Brewer and Mr. and Mrs. 
Miles Jenks left on Monday 
for a month’s vacation in 
Florida.

Mr. Roy Ganung and 
daughter, Jane, spent Tuesday 
afternoon In Poughkeepsie.

Jean Silvernale is confined 
to home by illness.

Miss Blanche Bates is 
spending several weeks at the 
home of her brother, Edward 
Bates, at Pittsfield, Mass.

George Wooding of 
Thornewood spent Sunday 
at the home of his sister, Mrs. 
Harry Card.

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Decker 
and family moved to Lakeville 
on Sunday.

January 22, 1976

Snowmobiles 

Tresspassing[sic], 

Officer Says

Trespassing and riding on 
public roads are the major 
offenses committed by area 
snowmobilers this winter, 
New York State Conserva-
tion Officer Harry Wheeler 
stated this week.

He asserted that a num-
ber of snowmobile riders 
have been sighted traveling 
on public roads and soaring 
across private property with-
out permission, both illegal 
acts. 

January 18, 2001

Local Homes Added 

to Historic Register

COLEMAN STATION 

— Three houses in the town 
of North East were recently 
added to the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places.

The Oliver Barrett House, 
the Dakin-Coleman Farm and 
the Thomas Wheeler Farm, all 
located in the Coleman Sta-
tion area, were selected by 
the New York state Office of 
Parks, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation to be listed 
individually on the register, 
though the entire Coleman 
Station Valley was considered 
for the recognition in 1993.

Millerton Sees Some 

Business Changes; 

Shops Move, Expand

MILLERTON- Two 
stores on Main Street in Mil-
lerton have interior changes 
in the works.

Leslie Hoss Flood has re-
cently relocated her Amenia-
based store to the basement 
of the Millerton Antiques 
Center. Ms. Flood’s shop had 
been in Amenia for about 15 

years, where, in addition to 
selling used and antique fur-
niture, Ms. Flood also ran an 
upholstery shop.

After removing several 
partitions and installing 
new lights, the basement 
store looks entirely new. 
Ms. Flood is pleased with 
the space, which offers more 
room in which to showcase 
her wares. She is also taking 
advantage of the additional 
area by creating a separate 
reupholstery room and a 
section to display in-stock 
fabrics.

Pasta-At-Large Expands

After acquiring the 
empty space, owner Sofia 
Okołowicz has expanded her 
business to provide “a little 
more elbow room inside.”

The front portion has 
been open since late No-
vember and, in recent days, 
Ms. Okolowicz has removed 
a wall and had electricity in-
stalled in the new area.
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A selection of baked goods 

behind the counter at 

Vitsky Bakery in Wassaic.

away from civilian life and 
gather around a shared love of 
hunting. Longtime member 
Larry Conklin has referred 
to the group as the “real-deal 
Band of Brothers,” which has 
expanded to include vetted 
family members and friends 
over time. Farr-Killmer is its 
newest member. 

Today, the Rounders club 
is comprised of 
10 adult mem-
bers, along with 
several junior 
members.

Though she 
is defying gen-
der stereotypes, 
Farr-Killmer 
a p p r o a c h e s 
the milestone 
with gratitude, 
viewing it as a chance to learn 
from a community that has 
always felt like home. 

During hunting season, 
which takes place between 
November and early winter, 
members take turns doing 
chores, which can include 
constructing the 16 x 32 mili-
tary tent or preparing meals 
like venison tacos. 

“I am grateful and excited,” 
Farr-Killmer said, adding that 
she appreciates the vote of 
confidence from the Round-
ers. “I think it will be fun to 
bring a female presence into 
the hunting world, especially 
as it is such a male-dominated 
sport.” 

While a number of female 
junior members currently ex-
ist, Farr-Killmer hopes that 
her hands-on involvement 
will pave the way for other 
women to join in the future. 

Farr-Killmer’s connec-
tion to the Rounders spans 
generations. Her grandfather, 

Bryant Killmer, was the first 
family member to join the 
Rounders in the 1990s and 
remained an active member 
until his death in 2020. 

“As a kid, I would look for-
ward to all the stories from 
the older gentlemen who had 
lived such interesting lives — 
many of whom were veter-
ans,” Farr-Killmer said.

Today, she 
carries on her 
family’s legacy 
with her broth-
er, a junior 
member, and her 
father. 

“My family is 
excited, but es-
pecially my dad, 
Ray,” she said. 

Ray Killmer 
— who taught her the culture, 
tactics and lifestyle — said he 
is proud of her. 

“I look forward to the leg-
acy being carried on,” he said. 

When she received the of-
ficial welcome into the club, 
Farr-Killmer said she was “ec-
static.” Though she has been 
attending camp since child-
hood for its social traditions, 
she has only been hunting for 
several years. 

Induction into the Round-
ers marks another achieve-
ment for Farr-Killmer, who 
has been heading up the de-
molition and reconstruction 
of Millerton’s water depart-
ment building since a fire de-
stroyed it and all the equip-
ment inside last year.

“I want to send the mes-
sage that you can do what you 
set your mind to,” she said. 
“I think it is great that times 
have evolved and this sport 
has become one that is much 
more inclusive.”

telling the board that the pro-
longed dispute has caused sig-
nificant turmoil for her family 
and their neighbors. Vitiello 
claimed the two outstand-
ing items stemming from the 
2005 decision — issues related 
to her driveway and drainage 
— have been “substantially 
completed.” ZBA member Jeff 
Stark pressed Vitiello with 
sharp questions before the 
board voted unanimously not 
to move forward with recon-
sideration.

The zoning issue 

Town Attorney Warren Re-
plansky said during the meet-
ing that the building permit 
never should have been issued, 
explaining that the structure 
was approved as a shed but 
built as a single-family resi-
dence without the required 
frontage. Replansky charac-
terized the original paperwork 
submitted to the building in-
spector as a “false application.”

Under the town’s zoning 
code, a residential lot must 
abut a public street for at least 
40 feet in order to be legally 
permitted.  While the Vitiellos’ 
driveway provides access from 
Cooper Road to the home and 
is approximately 10 feet wide, 
the lot itself does not meet the 
frontage requirement because 
it does not directly abut the 
roadway as required by zon-
ing. 

Family impact

Vitiello said that her son, 
daughter-in-law, and two 
young grandchildren live to-

gether in the home. 
“We have been part of the 

community for 30 years,” she 
said. “My children literally 
grew up here, and we’ve done 
everything possible to try to 
resolve any issues.” 

She described the home as 
well maintained and said the 
driveway is safe and fully func-
tional, adding that meeting the 
town’s sight-distance require-
ments is impossible because 
the driveway is curved. 

“I’ve tried it all,” Vitiello 
said. “Twenty years is a long 
time to still be dealing with 
this. I just want to move on 
and continue minding my 
own business — like we al-
ways have.” 

Public criticism

The request for reconsid-
eration follows renewed public 
criticism from Cooper Road 
residents, including com-
ments at recent town meet-
ings calling for stronger zon-
ing enforcement related to the 
property. 

North East resident Tyler 
Graham recently created a 
group called “Save Millerton” 
that he hopes will call atten-
tion to gaps in town zoning 
enforcement and demand 
greater transparency, among 
other things. 

The group’s focus grew out 
of the long-running dispute on 
Cooper Road, where Graham 
and several neighbors allege 
that the Vitiello property has 
gone unenforced for years and 
caused tension in the neigh-

borhood. Graham was not 
present at the Thursday night 
meeting.

Ed Covert, whose proper-
ty is adjacent to the Vitiellos’, 
has also expressed frustra-
tion with the lack of zoning 
enforcement. He maintains 
that the driveway is actually 
not a driveway, but a “right 
of way” that passes over his 
property that he said is be-
ing “destroyed” by widening 
the path, changing angles and 
laying down peastone without 
permission. Covert said he was 
pleased with the decision of 
the ZBA. 

Strong questioning 

from ZBA’s Jeff Stark 

ZBA member Jeff Stark was 
the first to question Vitiello, 
referencing the long history of 
litigation tied to the property. 

“In the past 20 years, the 
Vitiellos have sued everyone 
and everyone has sued the 
Vitiellos over this property,” 
Stark said, before asking why 
the Highway Supervisor and 
the Building Inspector were 
the only officials not involved 
in past lawsuits.

Stark asked, “Are you aware 
that if a building inspector 
refuses to grant the building 
permit and abuses his discre-
tion, that a judge has the power 
and the duty to require him to 
issue them?”

In response, a confused Vi-
tiello asked, “You’re question-
ing why I’m not suing one of 
your departments? I find that 
a little rough, but if I can’t get 

it resolved in this manner then 
I guess that’s going to have to 
be the next step.” 

Changing course, Stark 
said he was not suggesting 
any specific course of action. 
He framed his comments as 
questions about jurisdictions, 
asking why Vitiello believed 
the issue fell under the ZBA’s 
jurisdiction and not the high-
way department. 

Under town law, the ZBA 
does not have authority to 
determine whether a drive-
way meets safety or highway 
standards, which fall under the 
jurisdiction of the highway su-
pervisor.

“Everyone keeps pointing 
to everyone else,” Vitiello said. 
“I’m here to tell you that I’ve 
tried it all.” 

Internal conflict 

among ZBA 

In the lead-up to the vote, 
tensions surfaced among board 
members during a procedural 
discussion involving Town 
Attorney Warren Replansky, 
who attended the meeting in-
person at the request of ZBA 
Chair Edie Greenwood. Re-
plansky said reconsideration 
would require a unanimous 
vote and that a motion to re-
consider would first need to be 
made, though such a motion 
would not constitute a vote in 
favor of the homeowner. 

Stark pushed back sharply. 
“I don’t believe that,” he 

said. “In fact, I don’t believe 
much of what our attorney 
just said.” 

Nov. 29, at the 8 Old North 
Road plaza, Deneen said busi-
ness has been steady, with a 
strong showing during the 
holiday season.

“It’s going to evolve,” De-
neen said of the young enter-
prise.

The flower bar includes a 
wheeled, multi-shelf display 
of fresh-cut flowers. De-
neen said the portable setup 
can be brought to hospitals, 
businesses or private events, 
where people can select in-
dividual stems to create their 
own arrangements or pur-
chase flowers to go, making 
it an interactive and visually 
engaging feature.

Adding to the shop’s 
charm is a curated selection 
of affordable gifts, ranging 
from photo frames and wine 
glasses to themed trays for 
milestone occasions, as well 
as items for sports fans and 
holidays.

“Valentine’s Day is coming 
up next,” Deneen noted.

Flowers are offered by the 
stem, and arrangements can 
either be made for custom-
ers or created by customers 
themselves. Flower selections 
change weekly based on the 
season and availability from 
local gardens. During the 
winter months, flowers are 
sourced from area wholesal-
ers.

“Carnations will always 
be on the bar,” Deneen said, 
“because most importantly 
they were my grandmother’s 
favorite, but also for their 
quiet beauty and long-lasting 
charm.”

Deneen grew up in Mil-
lerton and purchased her 
grandmother’s home fol-
lowing her death in 2021. Her 
grandmother had lived there 

since 1962, and her grandfa-
ther grew up on Belgo Road.

Before opening The Little 
Flower Bar, Deneen spent 
her career in the auto racing 
industry.

“I worked in the car rac-
ing industry my entire adult 
life. I started right here at Skip 
Barber Racing School when 
I was 21. In 2013, I moved to 
Indianapolis to work for An-
dretti Autosport. I spent the 
next 12 years in the IndyCar 
paddock,” summarizing her 
connections to the auto rac-
ing world and her experience 
in large-scale event planning.

Five years ago, she started 
working from home in Mil-
lerton, traveling to the races. 
That was when she nourished 
her love for flowers, purchas-
ing flowers just to play with 
arranging.

“We have the best flower 
farmers right here in the 
Northwest Corner,” Deneen 
said. 

“Every flower has a per-
sonality that can speak for 
you when words fall short,” 
Deneen said.

“This is so lovely, and that’s 
a man saying that,” said cus-
tomer Walter Irvine of Mill-
brook on Thursday, Jan. 8, as 
he stopped in for a made-to-
order custom floral arrange-
ment. Irvine recalled that he 
and Deneen have known each 
other since the 1960s, having 
a common interest in the auto 
racing industry.

The Little Flower Bar 
is open Thursday through 
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The phone is 845-231-6341. 
For more information go to 
www.thelittleflowerbar.com. 
Or on Facebook: The Little 
Flower Bar. Or Instagram  
@thelittleflowerbarny.

ents into inventive pastries 
that have made her Wassaic 
bakery a destination for locals 
and weekend visitors alike.

Yotive wanted to be a baker 
since she was five and has a 
video of her vowing to do it 
way back when. Alongside 
her grandfather, she learned 
to make bread — and still has 
his recipes and notes — but 
got started out in the food 
trade roasting whole animals 
and cooking everything in a 
resort camp in Patagonia.

After a stint at Bard Col-
lege from 2006 to 2010, she 
worked at Troutbeck in Ame-
nia and fell in love with the 
Oblong Valley, where today 
she has created a warm, sun-
splashed mecca for baked 
goods of all sorts.

Vitsky Bakery is located 
at the south end of Wassaic’s 
Main Street, nestled in front 
of the Metro-North railroad, 
which flies by behind the 
counter, and an atmospheric 
creek that burbles along with 
its otters and snapping turtles.

There are chairs outside 
and picnic tables to sip coffee 
and tea, and even on a brisk, 
snowy day, a family munched 
pretzel croissants and tradi-
tional hot cross buns. Yotive 
is still working on getting a 
café inside.

Yotive’s workday starts at 

1:30 a.m., baking bread and 
proofing yeast. Dozens of 
muffins take three to four 
hours, and some mornings in 
the winter she has to shovel 
snow. She opens at 8:30 a.m. 
every Friday, which includes 
a challah bread special, and on 
Saturday and Sunday, which 
feature the big hits: cardamom 
buns and bialys.

The baker describes her 
style as rustic with “Franken-
stein” touches — meaning she 
puts together unlikely com-
ponents. One morning she 
made croissants that didn’t 
work out. Rather than trash 
them, she repurposed them as 
her famous and madly popu-
lar Walnut Croissants, cut in 

half and rebaked after being 
filled with walnut frangipane. 
“I bake what I want and what 
is local,” she said, avoiding in-
gredients like lemons which 
don’t grow in these parts. “I’ve 
learned to let go of expecta-
tions.”

Yotive’s partnership with 
local organic farms and 
neighbor-sourced ingredi-
ents has created a network 
of local businesses that help 
support one another. Part of 
her philosophy is to be part 
of the community and bring 
people together. Yet long 
hours and driving from farm 
to farm to collect ingredients 
takes its toll. “It’s hard to have 
a social life and a family when 
you work from the middle of 
the night to late afternoon, 
instead of 9 to 5,” Yotive said.

Using fresh also requires 
long hours preserving and 
freezing the fruit or vegeta-
bles of the moment. Tomatoes 
later become Focaccia Slices 
and fruits become bottled 
jams.

Yotive also has regular 
bakery items like chocolate 
croissants, cookie boxes, sun-
flower bread, babka, honeyoat 
rye and even some gluten-free 
options.

Yotive said she tries to 
allow her brain to combine 
what is immediately available 

with a standard item, produc-
ing dishes like her Brown But-
ter Apple Custard, which goes 
beyond the bakery status quo. 
“I like to punch it up, try the 
exotic, and go beyond food 
culture,” she said, mentioning 
her Earl Gray Buns. “I try to 
utilize what I have.”

Most of Vitsky’s retail 
customers are walk-ins, with 
a steady stream of custom-
ers through the day, but she 
also occasionally sets things 
aside for call-in orders. Yotive 
doesn’t make cakes to order 
but she said customers are 
glad to accept whatever she 
has available.

And as for the name? Ariel 
Yotive’s grandfather dropped 
the “Vitsky” from the family 
name “Yotvitsky” so his Qual-
ity Bakery didn’t sound too 
“un-American,” Yotive said. 
Ariel has picked it up and 
run with it. Her outpost of 
inventive and enticing baked 
goods must be visited to be 
appreciated, an experience 
best summed up by one cus-
tomer who bought for his 
family one of everything that 
was left. He absentmindedly 
bit into something he just 
purchased without knowing 
the clever name, or the unex-
pected ingredients, only the 
flavor that turned his face to 
joyous wonderment. 

“I think it will 
be fun to bring a 
female presence 
into the hunting 
world, especially as 
it is such a male-
dominated sport.”
—Caroline Farr-Killmer
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Stissing Center announces 
expansive 2026 season

PERFORMANCE: RICHARD FEINER AND ANNETTE STOVER

There’s something 
for everyone at 
the Stissing Cen-

ter for Arts & Culture, 
the welcoming nonprofit 
performing arts space in 
the heart of Pine Plains, 
New York. The center’s 
adventurous 2026 season 
is designed to appeal 
to all audiences, with a 
curated mix of local and 
visiting artists working 
across a range of disci-
plines, from bluegrass to 
Beethoven, from Bolly-
wood to burlesque.

The season opens 
Saturday, Jan. 31, with 
Spark!, a multimedia 
concert that will also 
preview the center’s 
fifth year of present-
ing performances that 
inspire, entertain and 
connect the community. 
Spark! features Grammy 
Award-winning Rosanne 
Cash, one of the coun-
try’s preeminent sing-
er-songwriters, whose 
artistry bridges country, 
folk and rock with a 
distinctly literary strain 
of American songwriting.

According to Patrick 
Trettenero, executive 
director of the Stissing 
Center, “This year’s 
programming is inspired 
by our commitment to 
bring people together 
through the shared 
experience of arts and 
culture. It’s a lively mix 
of musical styles — from 
roots, classical, world, 
rock and jazz — to our 
always-popular sing-
er-songwriter series, 
with more than 50 music 
events to choose from.”

In addition to music, 
the season includes 
theater and dance. 
Highlights include the 
Hudson Valley Puppet 
Slam and the Roundtop 
Burlesque Revue, along 
with dance performanc-
es ranging from flamen-
co to Irish step. A film 
series will showcase the 
indie comedy favorite 
Hundreds of Beavers 
and a live-score screen-
ing of the beloved silent 
Charlie Chaplin classic 
The Kid. The season also 
includes free programs 
for children all summer, 
along with community 
events and family-friend-
ly fare.

The 2026 season also 
marks the launch of The 
Grace Note, an intimate 
venue located down-
stairs at the Stissing 
Center that will serve as 
an inviting and informal 
entry point to mainstage 
shows. The Grace Note 
will be open every Friday 
night and will feature 
singer-songwriters, 
stand-up comedy, jazz 

quartets, play readings, 
storytelling and more.

The venue is part of 
the center’s commitment 
to offering a place for 
locals and visitors alike 
to gather and discover 
new work, hear familiar 
voices in new ways and 
enjoy a great night out in 
the neighborhood. The 
Grace Note opens Feb. 
13 with a performance 
by local singer-songwrit-
er Natalia Zukerman, 
who is also the Lakeville 
Journal and Millerton 
News’ arts, lifestyle and 
engagement editor. Her 
masterful musicianship 
and storytelling blend 
folk, blues and Ameri-
cana with wry humor 
and emotional clarity, 
creating an experience 
that feels both personal 

and expansive. Zuker-
man said, “I’m honored 
to be opening the season 
in this beautiful new 
room at The Stissing 
Center. The Grace Note 
opens up lots of creative 
opportunities for the 
Center, for performers 
and for our community. 
It’s thrilling.”

“We are very inten-
tional about this season 
and the launch of The 
Grace Note,” Trettenero 
added. “Our goal is sim-
ple: to make the Stissing 
Center a place for people 
of all backgrounds and 

perspectives to come for 
great arts experiences, 
to support outstanding 
artists and to offer a 
place for connection 
and shared humanity 
through the arts.”

The full season sched-
ule and tickets for all 
events are available at 
thestissingcenter.org or 
by calling 518-771-3339.

ART: DEBRA A. ALEKSINAS

When Jenni-
fer Ch-
rein first 

stepped inside the 
cavernous mill 
building on Whiting 
Street in Winsted 
and looked up at the 
towering figures of 
the American Mural 
Project, she had no 
idea what she was 
walking into.

“I had been in-
vited by a friend to 
attend an event in 
May 2024,” Chrein 
recalled. That friend, 
she said, had a ticket 
they couldn’t use and 
thought she’d enjoy 
it. “I didn’t know 
anything about AMP. 
I didn’t Google it — 
nothing.”

What followed 
was immediate and 
visceral.

“I was just — 
wow!” she said. “I 
was awed. So excited 
to see something 
like this in this area. 
There isn’t anything 
else like it.”

That first encoun-
ter would eventually 
lead Chrein to her 
new role as execu-
tive director of the 
American Mural 
Project, where she 
joins founder and 
artistic director Ellen 
Griesedieck in guid-
ing the organization 
into its next chapter.

Announced earlier 
this month, Chrein’s 
appointment follows 
the departure of Amy 
Wynn, who stepped 
down Oct. 31 after 
seven years as the 
nonprofit organiza-
tion’s first executive 
director.

Chrein praised 

Wynn for her leader-
ship in establishing 
the organization’s 
solid roots and foun-
dation, including its 
children’s program-
ming, events and 
talented staff.

At the heart of 
AMP is what is 
widely regarded as 
the world’s largest 
indoor collaborative 
work of art: a five-sto-
ry, 120-foot-long, 
three-dimensional 
mural depicting 
American workers 
across trades, indus-
tries and eras.

Created by 
Griesedieck with the 
help of hundreds of 
community volun-
teers, the mural fills 
the former mill build-
ing with life-sized 
and larger-than-life 
figures at work, trans-
forming the space 
into an immersive en-
vironment that blurs 
the line between art, 
history and lived 
experience. 

“The first time I 
saw the mural, I was 
awed by its scale — 
Ellen’s artistry, and 
what it says about the 
central role of work 
in our lives,” said 
Chrein. “I was imme-
diately captivated 
and felt the need to 
share the space, the 
mission, and the live 
performances and 
educational pro-
grams with as many 
people as possible.”

At the time, she 
said, AMP was still in 
an early phase of its 
development.

“They were still 

Continued on next page

PHOTO BY VIVIAN WANG

The opening of the 
2026 season at The 
Stissing Center on Jan. 
31 will feature Grammy 
winner Rosanne Cash  
(pictured with 
John Leventhal). 

PHOTO BY SARAH BLODGETT

Natalia Zukerman will open the series 
at The Grace Note, the new space at 
The Stissing Center on Feb. 13.

American Mural 
Project names 
new executive 
director



Continued on next page

Jennifer Chrein is the new executive  
director of the American Mural Project
Continued from previous page
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At The Movies

les ballets 
trockadero 

de monte carlo
sat feb 7 at 3pm & 8pm

Jane Curtin, Lauren Ambrose, 
Sonia Manzano & more!

selected shorts

fri feb 13 at 7pm

forever muscle shoals
chrissi poland

sat feb 21 at 8pm

Merging classical depth with 
hip-hop’s pulse

black violin
fri feb 27 at 8pm

14 & 20 Castle St, Great Barrington, MA • 413-528-0100 • mahaiwe.org

Movies, Opera, Drama & more!

COMPASS

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro  

An ASE Certifi ed Technician

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 01/23 > THU 01/29 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

The Mov iehouse is  a  non-pro f i t  501c3  independent  c inema & ar ts  o rgan iza t ion .

NO OTHER CHOICE
GIFT CARDS ✴ MEMBERSHIPS ✴ DONATE TODAY 

MARTY SUPREME  HAMNET

THE TESTAMENT OF 
ANN LEE
THE SECRET AGENT

Great Art on Screen
PAINTING THE 
SOUL OF THE 

20TH CENTURY:
Pellizza Da 

Volpedo
Sat. 1/24 @ 1PM

NT Live
HAMLET
Directed by 

Robert Hastie
Sun. 1/25 @ 1PM

+Q&A on Friday 1/23 
after the 7PM show.
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Jennifer Chrein is the new executive director of the American Mural Project. 

building its foundation. 
They had only been open 
about a year,” she said. 
“I wasn’t part of their 
immediate vision, so I 
stayed a friend.”

Chrein said her hope 
and vision for AMP, 
along with its board and 
Griesedieck, “is to ex-
pand awareness not only 
around Winsted and 
surrounding areas, but 
regionally, statewide and 
ultimately nationally.”

“AMP’s reach, aware-
ness and impact should 
be as great as the mural 
itself,” she said. “I am en-
ergized to be coming on 
board at the same time 
as our nation’s 250th 
anniversary. The timing 
could not be better to 
celebrate, acknowledge 
and support our Ameri-
can workforce.”

Chrein brings more 
than 30 years of ex-
perience in children’s 
educational program-
ming and global media 
development to the role, 
a background she sees 
as a natural fit for the 
mural project’s mission. 
Her career has focused 
on the intersection of 
education, entertain-
ment and social impact, 
including senior lead-
ership roles at Sesame 
Workshop and Common 
Sense Networks, as 
well as founding JBMW 
Media and partnering 
in Storynauts Entertain-
ment, where she has 
developed purpose-driv-
en programming for 

families, including the 
preschool animated 
series “Powerbirds.” 

She said that experi-
ence — balancing cre-
ativity, partnerships and 
long-term sustainability 
— translates directly to 
nonprofit leadership.

On a personal level, 
Chrein’s path to north-
west Connecticut has 
been gradual. Now a 
Simsbury resident, 
she previously lived in 
Sandisfield, Massachu-
setts, and spent much of 
her life in New York City, 
where she worked at 
Sesame Workshop and 
traveled frequently. After 
shifting into consulting, 
she and her family put 
down roots in Simsbury, 
drawn to the town for its 

excellent school system. 
As executive director, 

Chrein is clear-eyed 
about both AMP’s poten-
tial and its challenges — 
particularly visibility.

“The big issue with 
AMP is how to get peo-
ple to come here,” she 
said. “How do we get 
people to recognize Win-
sted as a destination?”

One goal is to intro-
duce new elements and 
spaces that would pro-
vide a “happy place” for 
the community to gath-
er, study, hold corporate 
meetings, host family 
events and celebrate 
milestones.

For Griesedieck, that 

evolution feels like a 
natural next step.

“I couldn’t be more 
excited that she has 
joined us as our new 
executive director and 
will bring some of these 
terrific ideas to life,” said 
Griesedieck.

Chrein said she is 
stepping into the role 
with urgency and humil-
ity, guided by the same 
sense of awe she felt on 
her first visit. Her aim, 
she said, is to make sure 
more people discover 
the space, share their 
stories and feel the same 
sense of connection she 
did when she first looked 
up at the mural.

Stanfordville 
author debuts 
children’s book 
inspired by 
real-life horse

BOOKS: NATHAN MILLER

PHOTO PROVIDED

Author Karen Belove and her horse, 
Sally, the inspiration for the titular 
character of her debut children’s book.

Karen Belove, of 
Stanfordville, 
said her first 

children’s book wrote 
itself one day after 
more than a decade of 
thinking about it.

Belove’s debut book, 
“Cotton Candy Sally 
Finds a Home,” is a 
heartfelt tale about 
the trials of youth 
and horse training. It 
follows Cotton Candy 
Sally, a horse born in 
Iowa and later sold to 
a facility in New York 
City, and a young girl 
named Kara as she nav-
igates adolescence and 
the death of a parent.

The book was in-
spired by the real-life 
story of Belove’s first 
horse, a quarter horse 
from Iowa also named 
Cotton Candy Sally, that 
ended up at a facility in 
Queens, New York, after 
its owners sold it.

That horse set Belove 
down a lifelong path 
deeper into the eques-
trian world.

“I really loved the 
horses,” Belove said. “It 
was slowly taking over 
my life, though I didn’t 
realize it.”

While horses were 
becoming an increas-
ingly central part of her 
life, Belove cut her teeth 
at advertising agencies 
in New York City. She 
wrote ad copy every 
day, an occupation she 
said both helped and 
hurt her while writing 
her first book.

“It was a little bit of a 
detriment because it’s 
such a different kind of 
writing,” Belove said. “I 
had to forget about the 
exclamation marks.”

Even so, Belove said 

she paid special atten-
tion to the book’s prose. 
Children, especially 
those in their preteen 
years, are complex, and 
she wanted to honor 
that complexity in both 
the content and the 
composition.

PHOTO BY NATALIA ZUKERMAN

‘Conversant’ opens at Troutbeck
Visitors gathered at Troutbeck in Amenia for the opening of “Conver-

sant” on Friday, Jan. 16, a solo exhibition by multidisciplinary artist E.E. 
Kono, presented in collaboration with the Wassaic Project. Kono, an alum-
na of the Wassaic Project’s Winter Residency program, created a series of 
luminous egg tempera paintings inspired by Troutbeck’s landscape, history 
and legacy as a site of social and intellectual exchange. The works incorpo-
rate silverpoint, locally sourced pigments and recurring clematis motifs, 
referencing the estate’s history as a gathering place for artists, thinkers and 
social reformers. The exhibition will end with an artist talk on April 19. 
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Local News is Alive and Well  
in Our Community Because of You

Local Matters

The Millerton News

NAME _________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ___________________________________________   ZIP CODE _________

TELEPHONE ________________    EMAIL_____________________________________

In support of our local Paper, enclosed please find my check/money order  
in the amount of $ _________ , made payable to LJMN Media.

We operate as a 501 (c)(3); donations are tax deductible.

Scan to donate online.

Please donate today –  go to millertonnews.com/donate  
or mail a check to The Lakeville Journal & The Millerton News,  

64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031.

“I feel my sense of community expanding when I read 
The Millerton News.  The letters to the editor, the stories 
from our neighboring towns – Amenia and Millbrook – 

keep me connected to our region. We are all dealing with 
similar issues...albeit in different ways. There is nothing 

else like our paper and I’m so grateful to have it.”
JENNIFER DOWLEY,  NORTH EAST

“Simply put, The Millerton News is one of the most important 
public services we have.  It does more than report the news,  

it weaves the fabric of our community, It tells our stories, 
celebrates our successes, and ensures everyone knows what’s 

happening right here at home.  When trusted information 
is accessible to everyone, our community is stronger.”

JENN NAJDEK,  MILLERTON

 “The Millerton News is an essential 
part of my weekly routine.  Its in-

depth local coverage helps keep the 
fabric of our community strong.”

RUTH HARLOW,  MILLERTON

“We have 
limited impact 
on worldwide 
chaos – but we 
CAN make a 

difference locally.  
The Millerton 
News tells me 

what’s relevant 
HERE so I can 

do my part.”
KATHY 
CHOW, 

MILLERTON

“Building community 
and connection is of 

great importance to me, 
and thus I’m consistently 

impressed by the way 
The Millerton News 
is telling stories that 

honor these attributes 
— highlighting the good, 

the hopeful, unfolding 
for our neighbors and 

within our towns.”
SARAH RIGANO, 

MILLERTON

Please Give Generously to the Annual Appeal  

Subscriptions and advertising cover only about half our yearly costs.  
Please make your year-end contribution today.  All in support of our mission  
of local, local, local news. Together, we are building a newsroom that reflects  

and strengthens the place we call home.

Here’s what your neighbors are saying  
about why they value The Millerton News

To keep our dedicated team of reporters, editors,  
photographers on the job, we need your continued support.

COSPONSORED BY DEWEY HALL

COMPASS

Café Gourmet Bakery and Catering  
brings high-quality dining to Canaan

FOOD: SALLY HAVER

Café Gourmet Bak-
ery and Catering 
opened in Ca-

naan in November 2024, 
bringing a high-quality 
yet approachable dining 
experience to East Main 
Street. The restaurant 
is co-owned by Andrew 
Thielemann, general 
manager, and Nicholas 
Policastro, executive 
chef, who met two years 
ago while working in 
similar roles at anoth-
er establishment and 
decided to strike out on 
their own.

Currently, the restau-
rant is open five days 
a week — Thursday 
through Monday, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. — 
serving breakfast and 
lunch. Dinner service 
is planned for later this 
winter.

“Before the end 
of winter, we will be 
offering dinner service,” 
Thielemann said. “Ini-
tially, we’ll open softly 
for a couple of nights — 
Fridays and Saturdays 
—then expand dinner 
service fully Thursday 
through Monday by the 
beginning of summer.” 

The phased rollout 

will allow the owners 
to gather feedback and 
iron out any wrinkles 
while serving a carefully 
curated menu designed 
to give customers the 
quality food and service 
they have already experi-
enced as breakfast-and-
lunch diners.

“Then we’ll move 
forward on expanding 
menu offerings based 

on what we’ve learned,” 
Thielemann said.

Thielemann has spent 
three decades in the 
hospitality industry.

“From dishwashing 
to running entire opera-
tions as a general man-
ager,”  Thielemann said. 
“Mine has been an expe-
rience-driven career,” he 
added. “Locally, I spent 
a few years at Troutbeck 

in Amenia, then went 
to Community Table in 
New Preston. What I 
bring to the enterprise 
is my ability to manage 
multiple stakeholders in 
venues ranging from ca-
sual dining operations to 
high-end country clubs, 
always with excellent 
hospitality as my prima-
ry deliverable.”

Policastro earned his 
culinary arts business 
management degree at 
SUNY Delhi, where he 
won multiple awards 

as an undergraduate. 
After graduation, his 
expertise grew with each 
professional move: an 
internship at the Ote-
saga Hotel & Resort in 
Cooperstown, New York; 
a chef role at Turning 
Stone Casino in Uti-
ca; chef at the private 
Columbia Golf Course 
in Claverack, New York; 
and at Wheatleigh in 
Lenox, Massachusetts, 
where he perfected his 
upscale French cooking.

The menu reflects 
that depth of experience. 
Breakfast is available 
all day, and after 11 
a.m., an extensive 
lunch menu is offered 
through closing at 3 
p.m. Standout breakfast 
items include the Crème 
Brûlée French Toast; the 
Salmon Avocado Toast 
on house-made whole 
wheat sourdough; and 
the Elderflower Fruit 
Parfait with house-made 
granola. 

Lunch offerings 
include French onion 
and potato & leek soups, 

a variety of fresh sal-
ads, and a “Shareable” 
section featuring items 
such as truffle fries and 
chocolate sourdough 
with ricotta. 

Online reviews reflect 
the experience:

•“WOW!! This place is 
incredible! The food was 
absolutely delicious… 
Andrew, the co-owner, 
was friendly and made 
us feel so welcome.”

•“The most charming 
spot around with an 
unpretentious atmo-
sphere and genuinely 
great food. High-quality 
ingredients, thoughtfully 
made dishes, and very 
fairly priced.”

•“The wait staff asks 
right away when you sit 
down about your dietary 
needs, like gluten- and 
dairy-free, or allergies. 
So welcome and proac-
tive!”

•“I intend to become 
a regular customer; this 
restaurant, this wonder-
ful food — well worth 
the trip.”

Café Gourmet – Bak-
ery & Catering is located 
at 18 E. Main Street in 
Canaan. Phone: (959) 
227-9021. Reservations 
are not required at this 
time. Once dinner ser-
vice begins, reservations 
will be recommended.

PHOTO BY BOB ELLWOOD

Your Independent, Locally Owned, 

Community Newspapers & Regional 

News Website

SUPPORT THE 
ARTS IN YOUR 
COMMUNITY.

Support coverage  

of the arts in 

your local media.

We’ve made it even 

easier to Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com  

and millertonnews.com 

purchase a print or online subscription.

lakevillejournal.com

millertonnews.com

...Karen Belove Continued from previous page

Her book is charac-
ter-driven, Belove said, 
because those were the 
narratives she remem-
bers resonating with her 
most as a young reader. 
A favorite was Beverly 
Cleary’s “Beezus and 
Ramona.”

“I told my mother 
then, ‘When I grow up, 
I’m going to write stories 
like “Beezus and Ramo-
na,’” Belove said.

She credits her 
parents’ support for 
her career in writing. 
Though they were not 
artists themselves, they 
encouraged Belove and 
her sister to pursue 
creative interests. That 
encouragement, Belove 
said, led her to become 
a writer and her sister a 
painter.

“I can still remember 
the first thing I ever 

wrote,” Belove said. “It 
was a poem about my 
cat.”

Her childhood cat had 
escaped from the fam-
ily’s home in suburban 
Westchester County. To 
process the loss, Be-
love wrote a poem and 
showed it to her mother, 
who insisted she bring it 
to school the next day to 
show her teacher.

“My mother kept it,” 
Belove said. “I still have 
it.”

Belove was close with 
her parents, so the sud-
den death of her father 
at age 56 sent her on a 
search for joy that even-
tually led her to Cotton 
Candy Sally, an experi-
ence she said is reflected 

in her book.
These real-life experi-

ences are meant to give 
young readers an engag-
ing, empowering and 
educational narrative, 
Belove said, because the 
complexities of real life 
are unavoidable.

“Life enables me to 
write the kind of book 
I want to write,” Belove 
said. “Children are com-
plex. They’re really trying 
to navigate a world they 
have no experience nav-
igating.”

Belove self-published 
“Cotton Candy Sally 
Finds a Home.” More 
information about 
purchasing the book is 
available at sallyhor-
sechronicles.com.

Co-owners 
Nicholas 
Policastro, left, 
and Andrew 
Thielemann of 
Café Gourmet.
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	 JANUARY 22
Ski Jumping in the 

Northeast with Author 
Ariel Picton Kobayashi
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

At 6 p.m., the David M. 
Hunt Library will host 
a virtual program with 
Ariel Picton Kobayashi 
author of “Ski Jumping 
in the Northeast: Small 
Towns and Big Dreams." 
Register for the program 
at huntlibrary.org/
events/

Owls of the Hudson 
Valley
Online.

From 1 to 2:30 p.m., join 
local scientist, natural 
historian, and writer-
photographer Dr. Loren 
Merrill for a fascinating 
exploration of the owls 
that call the Hudson 
Valley home and learn 
about the remarkable 
adaptations that make 
these mysterious 
nighttime hunters so 
captivating. Online 
only. Register: www.
innisfreegarden.org/
events/owls-2026

Genealogy Workshop: 
Trace Salisbury’s Roots 
to the Revolution
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

Thursdays, Jan. 22 & 29

On two Thursdays from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m., learn 
the basics of genealogy 
in this fun, two-part, 
hands-on, exploratory 
workshop with 
genealogist Jane Sellery. 
Use online ancestry tools 
and accessible public 
information to uncover 
past lives and  create a 
profile for a real Salisbury 
resident who lived during 
the Revolutionary War 
era.

Registration is required 
at scovillelibrary.org

	 JANUARY 23
Black Comedy

Ghent Playhouse, 6 Town Hall 
Place, Ghent, N.Y.

Jan. 23 to 25 and Jan. 30 
to Feb. 1

The Ghent Playhouse 
opens the new year with 
Peter Shaffer’s fast-paced 
farce "Black Comedy," 
directed by Ed Dignum 
("Lend Me a Tenor"). 
Set in swinging 1960s 
London, the play follows 
a young sculptor whose 
scheme to impress a 
collector and future 
in-laws unravels during 
a sudden blackout, 
triggering a night of 
slapstick chaos.

Tickets and showtimes: 
GhentPlayhouse.org

Lunch and Learn
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon, 10 Upper Main 
St., Sharon, Conn. 
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org

Lunch and Learn at 
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon returns from 
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 23, with "Winter 
Wellness with Dr. 
Elizabeth Wing, ND." 
Learn naturopathic 
strategies to boost your 
immunity and stay well 
in the season of colds 
and flu. Registration is 
required hotchkisslibrary.
libcal.com.

Happy Hour Piano Series: 
Christopher Casey
American Mural Project, 90 
Whiting St., Winsted, Conn.

5 to 7 p.m., $8

Jazz pianist and 
composer Christopher 
Casey performs as part 
of AMP’s Happy Hour 
Piano Series, featuring 
live music and libations 
in a distinctive art 
space. Tickets may be 
reserved in advance at 
americanmuralproject.
org/piano-series.

	 JANUARY 24
New Art Nest Opening at 

Wassaic Project
Wassaic Project, 37 Furnace 
Bank Road, Wassaic, N.Y.

Wassaic Project 
announces the reopening 
of the Art Nest, its free, 
drop-in artmaking space 
for families, now in a 
fully ADA-accessible, 
renovated ground-floor 
location at Maxon Mills. 
The refreshed space 
features expanded 
seating, new amenities 
and year-round Saturday 
drop-in hours, with a 
reopening celebration 
on Jan. 24 from noon to 5 
p.m., including a ribbon 
cutting at 1 p.m.

Blacklight Dance!
Dewey Hall, 91 Main St., 
Sheffield, Mass.

Sheffield Contra presents 
an evening of contra 
dancing at Dewey Hall 
with music from The 
Star Charters. There will 
be a lesson from 6:30 to 
7 p.m. and the dancing 
will be 7 to 10 p.m. 
with caller Will Mentor. 
No partner necessary. 
Tickets and more info at 
sheffieldcontra.com

Heroes & Villains in Your 
Backyard: The Native 
vs. Invasive Plant 
Conundrum
Sharon Town Hall, 63 Main St., 
Sharon, Conn.

A free three-part 
workshop series hosted 
by the Sharon Energy 
& Environmental 
Commission, the Sharon 
Audubon Center and the 
Sharon Land Trust.

Jan. 24: Understanding 
Native & Invasive Plants 
in our Local Landscape.

Feb. 21: Practical 
Strategies for Managing 
Invasive Plants at Home 
& On Your Land

March 28: Choosing, 
Planting & Supporting 
Native Plants for 
Healthier Landscapes

Teen Art Workshop: Game 
On!
American Mural Project, 90 
Whiting St., Winsted, Conn.

10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
Suggested donation $10

Artist and educator 
Gerald Moore leads 
an interactive 
workshop using 3D 
acrylic shapes to build 
worlds, characters and 
storylines through 
collaborative play. Open 
to teens of all skill levels. 
Advance registration 
recommended at 
americanmuralproject.
org/teen-art-workshops.

	 JANUARY 25
Master Wildlife 

Conservationist Ginny 
Apple at the Hotchkiss 
Library of Sharon
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon, 10 Upper Main 
St., Sharon, Conn. 
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org

Jan. 25, 4 p.m.: Black 
Bears in Connecticut 
— Learn about bear 
habitat, diet, behavior, 
reproduction, current 
research, and practical 
tips for coexisting with 
Connecticut’s black bear 
population.

Free and open to all. 
Registration required at 
hotchkisslibrary.libcal.
com.

Village Gardeners Book 
Club
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

The David M. Hunt 
Library and the Village 
Gardeners will partner 
to offer a book club at 
the library. All meetings 
will take place on 
Sunday afternoons at 
3:30 p.m. On Jan. 25 the 
group will be discussing 
"Seed to Dust" by Marc 
Hamer. Books for each 
discussion will be 
available to check out at 
the library. This program 
is free and open to the 
public.

REVOLUTION SONG 
Book Discussion with 
Peter Vermilyea
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

Join us from 4 to 5:30 
p.m. to discuss this 
year’s Salisbury READS 
book, "Revolution Song," 
by Russell Shorto, an 
acclaimed nonfiction 
narrative of the 
American Revolution, 
seen through the eyes 
of six diverse historical 
individuals. Author 
and award- winning 
HVRHS educator Peter 
Vermilyea will lead the 
discussion, connecting 
Shorto’s themes and 
characters with our own 
local Revolutionary War 
history. Registration 
is required at 
scovillelibrary.org

	 JANUARY 29
Dine Out for History

Various locations

Jan. 18 to March 23, 
2026. Seven Millerton 
restaurants will host 
Dine Out for History 
evenings benefiting the 
North East Historical 
Society, with 10% of 
proceeds donated on 
designated nights. 
Participating restaurants 
include The Millerton Inn 
(Jan. 18), Taro’s (Jan. 29), 
Willa (Feb. 12), Oakhurst 
Diner (Feb. 22), Pasture 
Kitchen (March 5), 
Golden Wok (March 15, 
takeout only) and Round 
III (March 23). Mention 
Dine Out for History 
when ordering.

Bats of the Hudson Valley
Online.

1 to 2:30 p.m.

Though rarely seen 
by daytime visitors, 
Innisfree’s varied 
landscape provides 
habitat for a remarkable 
diversity of bats—up to 
nine species native to 
New York may forage, 
roost, or pass through 
the garden during the 
warmer months.

Join Hudsonia 
biologist and educator 
Dr. Amanda Bevan 
Zientek for an 
engaging exploration 
of the behaviors, 
adaptations, and 
ecological importance 
of these misunderstood 
animals. Register: www.
innisfreegarden.org/
events/bats-2026

	 JANUARY 31
Town of Amenia Open 

Mic
Amenia Auditorium, 4988 
Route 22, Amenia, N.Y.

Present your talent 
before a live listening 
audience. Bring your 
friends and family for a 
fun-filled night with live 
music, poetry readings 
and more. Free. Sign ups 
begin at 6 p.m.

Spark! Season Launch 
Event featuring 
Rosanne Cash
Stissing Center, 2950 Church 
St., Pine Plains, N.Y.

Celebrate the opening 
of Stissing Center's 
season with a launch 

event featuring four time 
Grammy winner Rosanne 
Cash, acclaimed singer-
songwriter, author and 
cultural voice. Hailed by 
Rolling Stone as one of 
her generation’s most 
ambitious and literary 
artists. 7 p.m. Tickets at: 
thestissingcenter.org

	 FEBRUARY 1
A Year in the Books: 

Reflecting on What We 
Read in 2025
Homegrown Cafe, 5 Railroad 
St. North Canaan, Conn.

Whistle Pig Books 
invites you to join us 
at Homegrown Cafe 
on Sunday, Feb. 1, at 
3:30 p.m. for thoughtful 
conversations about the 
books you read in 2025—
the ones you loved, didn’t 
love, and couldn’t stop 
thinking about.

Traitor or True Defender? 
Loyalists and the 
American Revolution
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

Who remained loyal to 
the Crown? Join us 4 
to 5:30 p.m., and travel 
back in time with Tom 
Key to 1830 to hear the 
other side of history 
as told by a historical 
loyalist, Ezra Curruthers, 
who fought under Lord 
Cornwallis. We’ll explore 
the complex political, 
economic, theological, 
and personal reasons 
why so many Americans 
risked everything to 
remain British. 
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COMPASS

Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Mechanical lever
 7. Rocky peak
 10. Leave a country
 12. Discount
 13. D.C. ballplayer
 14. Partner to “oohed”
 15. Engine sound
 16. Japanese ornamental 

box
 17. Fido is one
 18. Amounts of time
 19. DiFranco and Phyo 

are two
 21. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
 22. Make secret plans
 27. “Tiny Bubbles” singer
 28. “His Airness”
 33. Morning
 34. Perfected
 36. Winger guitarist 

Beach
 37. Abba __, Israeli 

politician
 38. Self-immolation by 

� re ritual
 39. A way to save money
 40. Pulpit
 41. Make ecstatically 

happy
 44. Once more
 45. Works on
 48. Nocturnal S. 

American rodent
 49. State again
 50. Expression of 

disappointment
 51. Type of door

CLUES DOWN
 1. Yugoslavian 

communist leader
 2. Exchange rate
 3. High school dance
 4. Peter’s last name
 5. When you anticipate 

arriving
 6. Israeli city __ Aviv
 7. Goat-like mammals
 8. Margarine
 9. End-of-the-spectrum 

color
 10. Make poisonous
 11. Popular beverage
 12. Actress Lathan
 14. Where planes land 

and depart
 17. Political fundraising 

entity

 18. � e distinctive spirit of 
a people or an era

 20. Bu� er used in 
microbiology

 23. Light, open carriage
 24. Metrical feet
 25. Email subject line 

feature
 26. A street with lots of 

nightmares
 29. Rapper Rule
 30. River in Scotland
 31. One who settles a 

dispute
 32. Most chummy
 35. We all have our own
 36. Arab tribe
 38. Slap
 40. Ottoman military 

commanders
 41. Scottish or Irish Gaelic 

language

January 15 Solution

January 15 Solution

Sudoku

 42. Emit coherent 
radiation

 43. Sun or solar disk 
(Egyptian mythology)

 44. Inclined to
 45. Olfactory reference 

syndrome
 46. Chest muscle (slang)
 47. Body part

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.
Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.

Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 
Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

1. Fully grown human

2. Plastic used to make records

4. To work out an answer

5. Winter hand covering

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

3. A bar that pivots on a fulcrum

Last week’s WotW

F          U          Z           Z           Y

O          F          T           E          N

S           T          I           F           F

S         W          I           F          T

S           H         I           F          T
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LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

Legal Notice
John J. Contracting 

USA LLC, a domestic 
LLC, filedwith the SSNY 
on 12/29/2025. SSNY is 
designated as agent upon 
whom process against the 
LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 364 
Pumpkin Lane Clinton 
Corners NY 12514

Purpose: The purpose of 
the LLC IS TO ENGAGE IN 
ANY AND ALL LAWFUL 
ACTIVITIES FOR WHICH 
A LIMITED LIABILITY 
C OMPANY MAY BE 
ORGANIZED UNDER 
THE LAWS OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK Section 
203 of the LimitedLiability 
Company Law.

01-08-26
01-15-26
01-22-26
01-29-26
02-05-26
02-12-26

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation of 

Lady Hounds Farm, LLC. 
Arts. or Org. filed with SSNY 
on 8/25/25. Office Location: 
Dutchess County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Jane D. Watson, 33 
Prospect Avenue, Amenia, 
New York 12501. Purpose: 
any lawful act or activity.

12-18-25
12-25-25
01-01-26
01-08-26
01-15-26
01-22-26

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation of 

Max Cohen Design LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 11/07/2025. Office 
location: Dutchess County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to Max Cohen 
Design LLC, 253 Benson 
Hill Road, Dover Plains, NY 
12522. Purpose: any lawful 

act or activity.
12-18-25
12-25-25
01-01-26
01-08-26
01-15-26

 01-22-26

Legal Notice
Notice of formation 

of Glynevian Gundogs 
LLC. Arts of Org filed 
with SSNY on 9/25/2025. 
Office location: Dutchess 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
Business Name and Address. 
Purpose: any lawful act or 
activity.

01-15-26
01-22-26
01-29-26
02-05-26
02-12-26
02-19-26

Notice of Receipt of Tax 
Roll and Warrant

NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN THAT Ei leen 
Ciaburri the Tax Collector 
for the Town of Pine Plains, 
has received the Tax Roll for 
2026 and will be collecting 
taxes during the month of 
February 2026 at the Town 
Hall, 3284 Route 199 East, 
Pine Plains New York, on 
Monday, Wednesday & 
Friday 10:00AM to 1:00 
PM and during the months 
of March, April & May 
on Tuesday and Thursday 
10:00Am-1:00PM. Taxes 
collected through the month 
of February 2026 are without 
penalty. Penalties are levied 
as follows: March 2 percent, 
April 3 percent, May 4 
percent.

TA K E  F U R T H E R 
NOTICE, that pursuant to 
the provisions of the law, 
the Tax Roll of the Town of 
Pine Plains will be returned 
to the County Treasurer of 
the County of Dutchess on 
the first day of June 2026.

Eileen Ciaburri
 Tax Collector

Town of Pine Plains
01-15-26
01-22-26

TOWN BOARD OF THE 
TOWN OF NORTH 

EAST
NOTICE OF 

CONTINUATION OF
PUBLIC HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 

that the North East Town 
Board shall conduct a 
continuation of the January 
8th public hearing on the 3rd 
day of February, 2026 at 5 
p.m. at the Town of North 
East Town Hall, located 
at 19 N. Maple Avenue, 

Millerton, New York 12546 
on the adoption of Local 
Law No. B of the Town of 
North East which enacts 
certain amendments to the 
North East Zoning Code 
and Map. The amendments 
to the Code primarily focus 
on provisions relating to 
the Town’s non-residential 
zoning districts and uses 
with several additional 
amendments af fecting 
general standards, definition 
of terms, supplemental 
use, specific standards, 
site plan requirements, 
procedural components, as 
well as aspects specific to 
residential districts and uses 
for continuity. Any person 
desiring to be heard on the 
Local Law shall be provided 
with an opportunity to do so 
at the public hearing.

Copies of the proposed 
L o c a l  L aw and  Fu l l 
Environmental Assessment 
Form are available for 
inspection on the Town 
of North East Website, at 
the Town Clerk’s office 
during regular business 
hours and at the North East-
Millerton Public Library. 
Dated: January 8, 2026.

 BY ORDER OF THE 
NORTH EAST TOWN 

BOARD.
ELIZABETH STRAUSS 

Town Clerk
01-22-26

TOWN OF NORTH 
EAST, DUTCHESS 

COUNTY
NOTICE OF RECEIPT 

OF TAX BILLS AND 
WARRANT

TAKE NOTICE, that I, 

Elizabeth “Tilly” Strauss, 
the undersigned Collector of 
Taxes of the Town of North 
East, County of Dutchess 
and State of New York, 
have duly received the Tax 
Rolls and Warrant for the 
collection of property taxes 
within the Town of North 
East for fiscal year 2026. 
Collection of taxes will 
begin with the receipt of 
taxes through March 2, 
2026 at the Town Hall, 19 
N. Maple Ave, Millerton, 
New York, on the following 
days and times: Monday 
through Thursday 9:00 a.m. 
- 3:00 p.m.; and FEBRUARY 
ONLY Saturdays 9:00 a.m. - 
noon. Checks are to be made 
payable to “North East Tax 
Collector”.

TA K E  F U R T H E R 
NOTICE, that taxes may 
be paid on or before March 
2, 2026 without penalty. All 
taxes received after that date 
shall have an added interest 
of 2% for the month of 
March, 3% for the month of 
April, and 4% for the month 
of May. In addition, after 
May 15th, a fee of $2.00 will 
be added for each parcel.

TA K E  F U R T H E R 
NOTICE, that after June 
1st, 2026 all unpaid taxes will 
be turned over to Dutchess 
County Commissioner of 
Finance, 22 Market Street, 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601.

Dated: January 5, 2026 
Elizabeth Strauss Town 

Clerk/North East
Tax Collector

01-15-26
01-22-26

Real Estate

To view all the news and Classifieds from 
The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton 

News each week, go to our websites at 
lakevillejournal.com and 

millertonnews.com

THE NEWS THAT MATTERS 
to you

860-435-9873 • 64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031

HOUSING       BUSINESSES
GOVERNMENT       SCHOOLS       LAND

RIVERS & LAKES       HISTORY       SPORTS
NONPROFITS      THE ARTS      RECREATION

THE NORTHWEST CORNER       THE HARLEM VALLEY

Subscribe Today
You’ll never miss vital reporting with a subscription  

to your community news source.

Just $10 monthly
Email circulation@lakevillejournal.com or call 860-435-9873 x303.

Email ads to classified@lakevillejournal.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit lakevillejournal.com/classified-ad

ClassifiedsClassifieds
HELP WANTED

THE VILLAGE OF MILLER-
TON: seeks an energetic, 
motivated individual to fill 
our part-time Municipal 
Bookkeeper position (15-20 
hours a week). The Village 
has several infrastructure 
projects in the works and 
is an exciting active work-
place. Pay $25-$35 per 
hour based on experience. 
Applicants must be profi-
cient in Microsoft software, 
including Outlook, Excel, 
and Office, and be able 
to navigate multiple soft-
ware applications, including 
KVS or similar accounting 
software. Demonstrated 
commitment to detail, ac-
curacy, and discretion is 
a prerequisite. Preference 
will be given to candidates 
with 3 years’ bookkeeping 
and municipal government 
financial experience. Appli-
cants must be residents of 
Dutchess County, New York. 
Applicants with interest in 
the position are encouraged 
to apply January 23, 2026. 
For more information or to 
submit a letter of interest 
to Lisa Cope, Village Clerk @ 
clerk@villageofmillerton-ny 
.gov.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale or

REAL ESTATE
:rental of a dwelling that 

indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

HOUSES  
FOR RENT

3 BR/1 BA: fully furnished/
fully equipped raised ranch 
style home in Canaan, avail-
able February 1 to June 
30. Great opportunity to 
experience the area! $2800/
month. 860-671-8753 or 
contact Elyse Harney Real 
Estate.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

HECTOR PACAY LAND-
S C A P I N G  A N D  CO N -
STRUCTION LLC: Fully in-
sured. Renovation, decking, 
painting; interior exterior, 
mowing lawn, garden, stone 
wall, patio, tree work, clean 
gutters, mowing fields. 845-
636-3212.

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF SHARON-PARKS 

AND RECREATION DIREC-
TOR: Full-time, starting 
salary of $55,000 (com-
mensurate with experience) 
plus benefits. Responsible 
for planning and manag-
ing recreational programs, 
facilities, budgets, staff, 
and community events. 
Qualifications: Bachelors in 
Recreation Management or 
related field preferred; lead-
ership and organizational 
skills; valid driver’s license; 
CPR/First Aid and Lifeguard 
certifications (or willingness 
to obtain); ability to work 
evenings/weekends. Non-
CDL ROAD/Facilities Main-
tainer: Full-time, starting 
pay $25.75/hr. plus benefits 
(following successful com-
pletion of probationary 
period). Duties include 
grounds maintenance at 
Veterans’ Field and Town 
Beach; assisting road crew 
with seasonal tasks, snow/
ice removal, and minor facil-
ity repairs. Qualifications: HS 
diploma or equivalent, valid 
driver’s license and medical 
card, ability to operate 
small equipment, perform 
manual labor in all weather. 
Experience in maintenance 
or road work preferred. For 
full job description, see 
Town of Sharon website 
(sharonct.gov) or contact 
the Selectmen’s office 860-
364-5789. Applications and 
resumes are to be received 
in the Selecmen’s Office, PO 
Box 385, Sharon CT 06069, 
by 4PM February 6. The 
Town of Sharon is an equal 
opportunity employer.

The Cornwall Volunteer Fire 
Department thanks these businesses  

that contributed to our

2025 FIRE TRUCK  
CAMPAIGN

National Iron Bank
Torrington Savings Bank

Arnold’s Garage 
Chestnut Woodworking 

Christine Gray Architecture & Design
Cornwall Market

Cornwall Package Store
Fox Painting

Hitching Post Country Motel
Housatonic Art & Frame

The Lakeville Journal
Maple Hill Farm

Moore and More Printing
Roaring Oaks Florist
Wells Fargo Advisors

The Wish House
Zeller Tire

A Trusted Name in the community, this Auto Repair Business  
offers an investor a turn key operation with a solid history of  

A++ Service, trained staff, and major Goodwill! Only one of two 
such services in Kent, CT this business is known for its integrity, 
quality service, and very loyal customer base including fleets 
accounts of town trucks, and two town private schools, and 
area dealers. Sale includes over 80k of tools and equipment.
Located on the edge of Kent‘s Village in a 3500 sq. ft. space  
with standing permit for 20 vehicles. Profit /loss documents  

available with a signed Non Disclosure. 
$499,000

FOR SALE

Exclusive Listing Contact:  
Karen Casey, Broker Associate at Wm Pitt Sothebys, Kent, CT

860-670-2164 | Kcasey@wpsir.com

HOUSES  
FOR RENT

H O U S E F O R R E N T I N 
MILLERTON, NY:Live in 
a piece of history-1865 
schoolhouse. 2 Bedroom, 
1 Bath. Large finished attic 
with storage. Stainless steel 
appliances, dishwasher, 
washer, dryer, propane 
fireplace and central ac. 
Super insulated. Beautiful 
sunsets. Quiet location and 
great yard. $2300 per month 
plus 1 month security. Util-
ities extra. Pets considered. 
Available immediately. Call 
Ray 518-789-6001.

SINGLE FAMILY HOME: 3BR, 
2 Bath, 2 story & bsmnt, full 
kitchen, DR, laundry, large 
garden, rural Lakeville btw 
Hotchkiss & Lime Rock, 
Available Feb 1. $2,100 plus 
utilities. Text 650-281-2811.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

NEW PRICE: VERY SPECIAL LOCATION: SPECTACULAR OUTLOOK IN THE NW CORNER: 
SINGLE FLOOR LIVING, GREAT 3 BEDROOM HOME. LOTS OF GREAT WALL SPACE FOR 
HANGING ART, GREAT PRIVACY, AND EASY YR RD. PROPERTY  MAINTENANCE MAKE 

THIS HOME PERFECT FOR SEASONAL, OR FULL TIME USE/OCCUPANCY.

Open living spaces; spacious hall ways; room-by-room radiant heating; large windows; great light; last century décor areas;  great 
views from all main rooms;  3,200 sq.ft. living; backup power system; high quality technical, mechanical, and structural elements. 
Redesign interior to your personal appeal level, if needed. Great new price with $400,000 reduction. OFFERED AT $1,599,000.

5.3 ACRES

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

A gaggle on the ground
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FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

Building/Remodeling

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Winter Months Are Perfect For:
Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns 

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR  
OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

When you need  
to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Insulation

Painting

Painting

Landscaping

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Tree Service

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

MADSEN
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating

71
Years

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Tree Care • Tree Removal • Tick Spraying

applewoodtreecare@yahoo.com
860-733-2020

Jason Bresson
J. Phillip Bresson

CT arborist license# 62658, NY pest license# CO-653231
CT arborist license# 65653

B-2580

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She­  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com or  

millertonnews.com to purchase  

a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you  

this directory of Specialists  

in print and online. 

From Automobiles to  

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fingertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you find the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

(860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM
Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 

Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

PAINTING • PATIOS • LAWN MOWING 
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT • EXCAVATION


	A1 Millerton 1-22-26
	A2 Millerton 1-22-26
	A3 Millerton 1-22-26
	A4 Millerton 1-22-26
	A5 Millerton 1-22-26
	A6 Millerton 1-22-26
	B1 Millerton 1-22-26
	B2 Millerton 1-22-26
	B3 Millerton 1-22-26
	B4 Millerton 1-22-26
	B5 Millerton 1-22-26
	B6 Millerton 1-22-26

