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Bunny Williams to be awarded 
the Estabrook Community 
Leadership Award

Salisbury Town Grove
Saturday, November 22, 2025 at 5:00pm

The Jubilee honoring Bunny Williams 
has been rescheduled and we look 
forward to celebrating with you.

For more information, visit 
lakevillejournal.com/2025jubilee

Jubilee Cocktails
B E N E F I T T I N G

The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News

For more information on attending or sponsoring this event,
please contact jubilee@lakevillejournal.com

Salisbury Town Grove
October 12, 2025 | 12:30pm
Tickets: $150

E V E N T  D E T A I L S

J U B I L E E  C H A I R

Betsy Smith

Bunny Williams
to be awarded
the Estabrook 
Community 
Leadership Award

Rescheduled!

•
B E N E F I T I N G

The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News

A scary good time in Millerton

Despite the biting cold, Millerton’s Halloween Festival of 

Frights brought out families to Railroad Plaza on Friday, Oct. 

31. About 160 people stopped by the Irondale Schoolhouse for 

free hot dogs and chili, said Friends of the Irondale School-

house President Lisa Cope, as visitors sought a warm snack 

to fend off the chill. By 7 p.m. — the event’s scheduled end 

— most booths and trunks had been packed up, leaving the 

plaza quiet. Above, Alex and Amanda Cooper and their son 

Hudson enjoy a late bite at the schoolhouse. Right, Town of 

North East Town Clerk Tilly Strauss, right, and Deputy Town 

Clerk Marcy Wheatle, left, donned witchy outfits.

PHOTO BY NATHAN M
ILLER

PHOTO BY RHIANNON LEO-JAMESON

Millerton News,  

Lakeville Journal appoint 

new executive editor

FALLS VILLAGE — The Lakev-
ille Journal and The Millerton 
News, published by LJMN Media, 
Inc., welcomed Christian Murray 
as executive editor in October.

Murray, a veteran journalist 
who founded and led the Queens 
Post in New York City, brings deep 
experience in community news and 
newsroom management, as well as 
in business and finance reporting.

He joins the newsroom after 
serving as the managing editor at 
Schneps Media, a New York City-
based company that publishes 
amNY, Queens Courier, Brooklyn 
Paper, Bronx Times and other local 
news outlets.

He joined Schneps in Decem-
ber 2022, after selling the Queens 
Post — a collection of hyperlocal 

SNAP delays 

prompt response 

from area food 

access advocates

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

Christian Murray

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

The federal government shut-
down has delayed SNAP benefits 
payouts nationwide, prompting 
New York State and Dutchess 
County governments to distribute 
millions of dollars in aid to food 
banks and pantries.

Dutchess County Executive Sue 
Serino announced on Friday, Oct. 
31, that $1.5 million in reserve emer-
gency funds would be distributed to 
food pantries across the county. The 
county plans to distribute $150,000 
per week for 10 weeks to pantries 
across Dutchess.

The Supplemental Nutritional 
Assistance Program — commonly 
referred to as SNAP or food stamps 
— has never faced a delay in benefit 
payouts in its modern history.

Volunteers at the Food of Life 
Pantry — run by Amenia’s St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church and 
Charlie Paley of Sharon — said they 

expect the freeze in SNAP disburse-
ments to strain a community that is 
already under stress.

Jim Wright, warden of the St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church, said 
keeping the food pantry stocked 
has become more difficult as free 
and reduced-price food from the 
Albany-based Food Bank of New 
York is increasingly scarce. He add-
ed that ongoing cuts to funding and 
staffing at the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture have only exacerbated 
the problem.

That scarcity has pushed the 
pantry to lean harder on other 
organizations such as the Tenmile 
Farm Foundation in Dover Plains, 
which Wright said has delivered 

PHOTO COURTESY JOSHUA SIMPSON PHOTOGRAPHY

The Wassaic Community Quilting Workshop welcomes all ages 

and skill levels. Expert quilters will be on hand to help guide 

the work.

Community Quilting Workshop 

returns to Wassaic

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

WASSAIC — The third annual 
Wassaic Community Quilting 
Workshop with local artist Natalie 
Baxter will take place on Saturday, 
Nov. 15, from 1 to 5 p.m. at the Was-
saic Fire Station. The free, drop-in 
event — which is held in partner-
ship with the Wassaic Project — is 
open to the public and no quilting 
experience is required. 

Participants can expect a hands-
on workshop led by quilting pros 
where they will learn to design, cut 
and piece together a quilt square 
using sewing machines under the 
guidance of experienced quil-
ters. The completed squares will 
be sewn into a large community 
quilt, to be displayed at the Was-
saic Project’s Maxon Mills before 
being auctioned off to support the 
Wassaic Fire Company. 

Baxter, known for her textile-

based artwork, created this work-
shop to bring people together in an 
open, inviting environment with 
creativity at its center. “Shared 
creative experiences have been 
shown to strengthen mental health 

and community bonds,” she said. 
“Quilting felt like the perfect me-
dium for that kind of connection.”

The idea for the workshop 

Dutchess County plans to 
distribute $150,000 per 
week for 10 weeks 
to pantries county-wide.

news sites that he founded includ-
ing Sunnyside Post, Astoria Post, 
and Jackson Heights Post. The sites 
became a model for neighborhood 
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Legal Notice
Brevi Properties LLC
Brevi Properties LLC, a 

domestic LLC, filed with the 
SSNY on 8/27/2025. SSNY 
is designated as agent upon 
whom process against the 
LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 16 
Peaceable Way Dover Plains, 
NY 12522. Purpose: Real 
estate management. Section 
203 of the Limited Liability 
Company Law.

10-09-25
10-16-25
10-23-25
 10-30-25
11-06-25
11-13-25

LEGAL NOTICE 
ANNUAL ELECTION OF 

THE Pine Plains
Fire District

On December 9, 2025
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that the Annual 
Election of the Pine Plains 
Fire District will take place 
on December 9, 2025 
between the hours of 6:00 
p.m. and 9:00 p.m. at the 
Pine Plains Fire House 
located at 7 Lake Road, Pine 
Plains, New York 12567 
for the purpose of electing 
one Commissioner: one 
Commissioner for a five 
(5) year term, commencing 
January 1, 2026 and ending 
December 31, 2030. Only 
residents registered to vote 
with the Dutchess County 
Board of Elections on or 
before November 16, 2025 
and have resided in the 
Pine Plains Fire District for 
at least thirty days prior to 
the election, shall be eligible 
to vote.

Candidates for District 
Office shall file their names 
and the position they are 

seeking with the Secretary 
of the Pine Plains Fire 
District, Heather Lamont, 
P.O. Box 860, Pine Plains, 
New York 12567 no later 
than November 19, to 2025.

November 6, 2025.
BOARD OF FIRE 

COMMISSIONERS
PINE PLAINS

 FIRE DISTRICT
11-06-25

Legal Notice
Silent Mind Apparel, LLC, 

Arts. of Org. filed with the 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/09/2025. Office 
location: Dutchess County, 
NY. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: P.O. Box 593. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

10-02-25
10-09-25
10-16-25
10-23-25
10-30-25
11-06-25

LEGAL NOTICE
The South Amenia 

Cemeter y Association 
Annual Meeting will be held 
Friday, November 07, 2025 
at 7:00PM at 4007 Route 
22, Wassaic, NY 12592 for 
the election of officers and 
trustees and the transaction 
of other such business as 
may legally come before it.

 Amiee C. Duncan, 
Secretary
11-06-25

NOTICE OF
ANNUAL ELECTION

Wassaic Fire District in 
the Town of Amenia,

Dutchess County,
New York

NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN, that pursuant to 
Section 175 of the Town 
Law, and other applicable 
statutes, an annual election 
of the Wassaic Fire District 
will be held on the 9th 
Day of December, 2025, at 
the firehouse located at 27 
Firehouse Road, Wassaic, 
NY, between the hours of 
6:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. for 
the purpose of electing the 
following:

O N E  F I R E 
COMMISSIONER for 
a term of five (5) years 
commencing on January 1, 
2026, and ending December 
31, 2030; and

Each registered elector 
of the Town of Amenia who 
shall have resided in the 
Wassaic Fire District for a 
period of thirty days next 
preceding the election shall 
be qualified to vote at the 
election.

 N O T I C E  T O 
CANDIDATES

Candidates must file 
their names with the Fire 
District Secretary on or 
before November 19, 2025. A 
candidate must be a resident 
elector of the Wassaic Fire 
District and registered voter 
in the Town of Amenia.

Dated: Wassaic, New 
York

November 5, 2025
 BY ORDER OF THE 

BOARD OF FIRE 
COMMISSIONERS OF 

THE WASSAIC FIRE 
DISTRICT in the Town of 

Amenia, Dutchess County, 
New York.

Fire District Secretary
11-06-25

Notice of Publication
SUPREME COURT OF 

THE STATE OF
NEW YORK

COUNTY OF 
DUTCHESS

Index No. 2025-51557
FORECLOSURE 

SUPPLEMENTAL 
SUMMONS

LLACG COMMUNITY 
INVESTMENT FUND,

Plaintiff,
-against-
D ONNA PARILLO, 

AS HEIR ,  DEVISEE, 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE 
ESTATE OF EDWARD P. 
SWEENEY, DECEASED; 
BRENDA J. SWEENEY, 
AS HEIR ,  DEVISEE, 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE 
ESTATE OF

EDWARD P. SWEENEY, 
DECEASED; DONALD 
E. SWEENEY AS HEIR, 
DEVISEE, DISTRIBUTEE

 OF THE ESTATE OF 
EDWARD P. SWEENEY, 
DECEASED; EDWARD P. 
SWEENEY AS HEIR,

D E V I S E E , 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE 
ESTATE OF EDWARD P. 
SWEENEY, DECEASED; 
JAMES

RICHARD SWEENEY 
AS HEIR ,  DEVISEE, 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE 
ESTATE OF EDWARD P.

SWEENEY, DECEASED; 
ROSEMARY SWEENEY 
AS HEIR ,  DEVISEE, 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE

ESTATE OF EDWARD 
P. SWEENEY, DECEASED; 
SCOTT P. SWEENEY AS 
HEIR, DEVISEE,

 DISTRIBUTEE OF THE 
ESTATE OF EDWARD P. 
SWEENEY, DECEASED; 
THOMAS SWEENEY AS

H E I R ,  D E V I S E E , 
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE 
ESTATE OF EDWARD P. 
SWEENEY, DECEASED; 
RENEE PERRY AS HEIR, 
DEVISEE, DISTRIBUTEE 

OF THE ESTATE OF 
EDWARD P. SWEENEY,

 DECEASED; ANY 
AND ALL KNOWN OR 
U N K N O W N  H E I R S , 
DEVISEES, GRANTEES, 
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES 
AND ALL OTHER PARTIES 
CLAIMING AN INTEREST 
BY, THROUGH, UNDER 
OR AGAINST THE ESTATE 
OF EDWARD P. SWEENEY, 
DECEASED; NEW

 Y O R K  S T A T E 
D E PA R T M E N T  O F 
T A X A T I O N  A N D 
F I NA N C E ;  U N I T E D 
STATES OF AMERICA 
ON BEHALF OF THE 
INTERNAL REVENUE 
SERVICE; “JOHN DOE 
#1- #50” and “MARY ROE 
#1- #50”, the last two names 
being fictitious, it being 
intended to name all other 
parties who may have some 
interest in or lien upon the 
premises described in the 
Complaint,

Defendants.
TO THE AB OVE-

NAMED DEFENDANTS:
YOU ARE HEREBY 

SUMMONED and required 
to serve upon plaintiff ’s 
attorney an answer to the 
complaint in this action 
within twenty days after 
service, or within thirty days 
after service is complete if the 
summons is not personally 
delivered to you within 
the State of New York. The 
United States of America, if 
designated as a defendant 
in this action, may answer 
or appear within sixty days 
of service hereof. If you fail 
to answer, judgment will 
be taken against you for 
the relief demanded in the 
complaint.

 Trial is desired in the 

County of Dutchess. The 
basis of venue designated 
above is that the real property 
that is the subject matter of 
this action is located in the 
County of Dutchess.

NOTICE
 YOU ARE IN DANGER 

OF LOSING YOUR HOME.
If you do not respond 

to this Summons and 
Complaint by serving a copy 
of the answer on the attorney 
for the mortgage company 
who filed this foreclosure 
proceeding against you and 
filing the answer with the 
court, a default judgment 
may be entered and you can 
lose your home.

Speak to an attorney 
or go to the court where 
your case is pending for 
further information on how 
to answer the Summons 
and protect your property. 
Sending a payment to your 
mortgage company will not 
stop this foreclosure action.

YOU MUST RESPOND 
BY SERVING A COPY OF 
THE ANSWER ON THE 
ATTORNEY FOR

T H E .  P L A I N T I F F 
(MORTGAGE COMPANY) 
A N D  F I L I N G  T H E 
ANSWER WITH THE 
COURT.

Dated: October 14, 2025
MCMICHAEL TAYLOR 

GRAY, LLC
By: s/ Patricia Pirri, Esq.

 Attorneys for Plaintiff
3550 Engineering Drive, 

Suite 260
Peachtree Corners, GA 

30092
(404)474-7149

10-23-25
10-30-25
11-06-25
11-13-25

Pumpkin Smash returns to Millerton to promote composting

Stanford’s 2026 budget passes 

with no public comment

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

STANFORD — The Town 
Board adopted the 2026 pre-
liminary budget on Tuesday, 
Oct. 21, after no one attended 
the public hearing.

“As there’s no one here in 
the room, I make a motion to 
close the public hearing on 
the 2026 preliminary budget,” 
Stanford Town Supervisor 
Wendy Burton said immedi-
ately after the public hearing 
was opened.

She then provided a brief 
recap of some statistics, say-
ing salaries account for 30% 
of the highway fund budget 
and that health costs rose 15%.

“Please remember the 

town is responsible for the 
general fund, the highway 
fund and the ambulance fund,” 
Burton said. “Library, fire and 
Bangall light district taxes are 
simply pass-throughs that the 
town does not control.”

The total budget for the 
town increased slightly 
from $4,570,690 in 2025 to 
$4,828,200.

That’s a roughly 5.6% in-
crease in the town’s overall 
budget compared to 2025.

But a combination of 
savings and a large reduc-
tion in the ambulance fund 
contributed to a decrease in 
the amount of tax revenue 
the town must collect from 
$2,552,057 to $2,247,477 — a 
nearly 12% decrease. 

Salaries for Town Board 
members and the Town Su-
pervisor stayed the same, but 
the supervisor’s bookkeeper 
and legislative aide will see 
small pay bumps.

The bookkeeper is getting 
a $1,344 raise, bringing the po-
sition’s salary to $46,155. The 
legislative aide is getting an 
$840 raise, with a new total 
salary of $28,847.

Route 82 repaving set for 2026

PHOTO PROVIDED

The pumpkin slingshot is ready to go for the Pumpkin Smash at Eddie Collins Park 

in Millerton on Saturday, Nov. 15.

New York State Gov. Kathy 
Hochul announced Route 82 
will be repaved next year be-
tween Route 44 in Millbrook 
and Sisters Hill Road in Pine 
Plains.

The repaving is part of the 
state Department of Trans-
portation’s $34.8 billion 
five-year capital improve-
ment plan including state-
maintained highways across 
New York.

Route 82 will get new 
pavement between Poole Hill 
Road and Woods Drive in the 
Town of Ancram.

Route 22 will also be re-
surfaced between Route 23 
and County Route 21 in the 
Town of Hillsdale and from 
Route 20 to the Rensselaer 
County line in the Town of 
New Lebanon.

Hochul’s announcement 
centered on an additional 

$800 million in state fund-
ing that was secured as part of 
the 2026 budgeting process to 
bolster the DOT’s resources 
in the final two years of the 
2022-2027 capital improve-
ment campaign.

Three-quarters of that new 
money — a total of over $600 
million — will pay for 180 re-
paving projects in 2026 alone, 
totalling over 2,150 lane miles 
to be repaved next year.

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — Hallow-
een may be in the rear view 
mirror, but don’t toss those 
pumpkins just yet. 

In partnership with McEn-
roe Organic Farm, the North 
East Climate Smart task force 
will host its annual Pumpkin 
Smash at Eddie Collins Park on 
Saturday, Nov. 15, from 2 to 5 
p.m. The family-friendly event 
aims to help community mem-
bers dispose of their pumpkins 
in a fun, eco-friendly way. 

Attendees can enjoy cider 
and donuts, a beer tent hosted 
by Willa, and kids’ sack races 
with prizes organized by the 
175th Committee, whose 
members will be on hand to 
answer questions about the 
village’s milestone birthday 
bash planned for July. 

The main attraction will be 
a life-sized slingshot — engi-
neered by task force member 
Andrew Stayman — that will 
launch pumpkins of all sizes 
into the air for a satisfying 
smash. 

“Our number one priority 
is to have fun,” said Climate 
Smart task force coordinator 
Kathy Chow. “We will also 
introduce people to Climate 

Smart concepts, especially 
composting.” 

Chow says the annual 
Pumpkin Smash is intention-
ally held two weeks after Hal-
loween so people’s pumpkins 
are “nice and mooshy.” 

The smashed pumpkins 
will be hauled away by McEn-
roe Organic Farm for use in 
their composting operation, 
which was established in 
1987. “We compost material 
from our own farm, our local 
food waste drop-off site and 
sources from New York City 
and the surrounding North-
east region,” said Olivia Skeen, 

McEnroe’s development and 
communications manager. 
“Each year we process around 
8,000 cubic yards of food 
waste — roughly the size of 
220 school buses.” 

While the event is meant to 
offer a bit of post-Halloween 
fun, Chow said the need for 
composting is serious. Nearly 
a quarter of everything sent to 
landfills is food waste, mak-
ing it the largest contributor 
to municipal solid waste. As it 
decomposes, it emits methane, 
a greenhouse gas that Chow 
says is roughly 30 times more 
potent than carbon dioxide. 

Farms like McEnroe’s 
help divert waste, sequester 
carbon, improve soil health, 
reduce erosion and manage 
stormwater. “The nutrient-
rich compost we produce 

supports our farm’s organic 
crops, fruits, vegetables, herbs 
and our free-range beef cat-
tle,” said Skeen. “Our commit-
ment to climate resilience is 
at the core of everything we 
do, from growing the food we 
eat to educating the public on 
sustainable practices that help 
protect the environment for 
future generations.”

Composting won’t be the 
only Climate Smart topic 
discussed at the event. Chow 
said the task force will also 
be on-hand to educate village 
residents about their recently 
installed water meters. “We 
will share all types of clever 
tips and tricks about under-
standing water consumption,” 
she said. “And how people can 
save water and money.” 

Drop off your food scraps 
at McEnroe’s and help reduce 
landfill waste 

McEnroe’s household food 
waste drop-off site is located 
in the parking lot of its mar-
ket, 5409 Route 22, Millerton, 
where three bins are available 
for anyone in the community 
who wants to participate. 

“It’s an easy and conve-
nient way to ensure your 
food scraps don’t end up in 
a landfill,” said Skeen. She 
added that no plastic or com-
postable bags should be used, 
as they don’t break down in 
the composting process.

Skeen also recommended 
freezing food waste until 
drop-off. “This helps reduce 
any odors and makes it even 
easier to drop off your waste 
when it’s convenient for 
you,” Skeen said. “We’re here 
to make it as easy as possible 
to reduce waste and help the 
community embrace a more 
sustainable way of living.”
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Realtor® at Large
Rob Keller, who is the owner of the 
Sultans of Soot, once again came 
to the rescue last week in helping 
to inspect and clean a fireplace 
here in Salisbury. Rob bought the 
business 30 years ago from the 
rowing legend Dick Curtis whose 
career has been coaching and 
teaching up at Salisbury School. 
My question to Rob was how did 
he survive in business for all those 
years? In Rob’s words: “Hard work 
and being honest”. There is a 
lovely interview with Rob in Main 
Street at: mainstreetmag.com/
the-sultans-of-soot-robert-keller-
master-sweep/ and to visit his web 
site, please see: www.sultansofsoot.
com/. It is people like Rob that 
make our community so special, so 
thank you!

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

HARDSCRABBLE ZENDO
invites you to a day of 

ZEN PRACTICE
Saturday, November 8, 8am-4pm
126 Main Street, Sheffield, MA
Cost: $20 
Beginners Welcome
For more info, contact Kyonen Jim Gordon
evenmorezazen@gmail.com • (413) 229-2458

Zazen
Teisho 

Chanting 
Q&A

A first look at Harlem Valley Rail 

Trail’s new outdoor classroom

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — More 
than eight months before con-
struction is set to begin, several 
colorful, museum-quality pan-
els that will be installed along 
the Harlem Valley Rail Trail 
as part of its new 27-panel 
outdoor classroom were pre-
viewed this week.

The immersive learning 
space, expected to be com-
pleted this summer, will 
feature vibrant, educational 
displays exploring water ecol-
ogy, natural and social history, 
birds, insects and other ele-
ments of the local landscape. 
Designed to engage visitors 
of all ages, the outdoor class-
room aims to transform a 
stretch of trail near Miller-
ton into an inviting place for 
discovery and reflection. 

The project has been more 
than a decade in the making. 
The original concept came 
from Dick Hermans, a mem-
ber of the HVRTA Board of 
Directors, who envisioned the 
bridge over Webatuck Creek 
near Millerton as a center for 
education and gathering. Her-
mans also serves on the board 
for the Lakeville Journal and 
Millerton News.

“I hope people who’ve 
never been on the trail be-
fore stop and think, ‘Oh, that’s 

pretty cool — I didn’t know 
that,’” said Hermans. “Those 
mountains you see off in the 
distance are the Taconics, 
and they actually stretch all 
the way into Vermont. Most 
people don’t realize it’s one of 
the oldest mountain ranges in 
the country — once more than 
10,000 feet tall.” 

According to one of the 
panels on geology, “The 
Taconic Mountains are the 

result of a very slow yet pow-
erful collision between what 
is now North America and 
a series of volcanic islands 
about 460 million years ago.” 

Hermans said that his-
tory is what gives the area 
its rich soil and distinctive 
terrain. Even after all these 
years, he said, he has learned 
a lot working on the project, 
especially about the region’s 
geology. 

The 27 panels will make up 
five different educational sta-
tions that will be set slightly 
off the trail for safety but eas-
ily accessible to anyone who 
wants to stop and learn. 

With designs now com-
plete, the HVRTA will con-
duct a final round of edits 
before having the signs 
manufactured. Through a 
combination of grants and 
community fundraising, the 
organization partnered with 
Dutchess County Parks and 
the New York State Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Histor-
ic Preservation to ensure sig-
nage meets all state standards. 
One requirement calls for the 
text to be written at roughly 
an eighth-grade reading level 
to keep the material accessible 
to visitors. 

“It’s called a classroom, 
but it’s not a course,” said 
Hermans. “It’s something to 
intrigue people – to make 
them stop and think, ‘I won-
der what that tree is,’ or ‘what 
happens underground?’ We’re 
very excited about it.” 

The panels will mark the 
latest milestone in a project 
nearly four decades in the 
making. The long-running 
effort has so far preserved 
26 miles of scenic trail, with 
approximately 20 additional 
miles to go from Hillsdale to 
Chatham.

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED

A sneak peek at one of the panels planned for the Har-

lem Valley Rail Trail’s new outdoor classroom, which 

features geological information about the region. The 

project is expected to be installed in time for Millerton’s 

175th anniversary next summer.

Millbrook Listens: An ear to the 

ground with an eye to the future

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — A year-
long effort is underway to 
help Millbrook residents de-
fine their vision for the com-
munity’s future and identify 
priorities that would enhance 
life in the village for genera-
tions to come.

The Millbrook Listens 
project, led by Christopher 
Wilson and a 20-member 
volunteer committee, aims to 
collect as many ideas as pos-
sible. Volunteers in colorful 
T-shirts have been attending 
community events, eager to 
hear residents’ thoughts.

“We have had over 200 
idea submissions since Com-
munity Day that cover every-
thing from walkability and 
town park improvements to 
community dances and mas-
querades to road safety con-
cerns on Franklin Avenue to 
the need for more afterschool 
teen programming,” Wilson 
said in response to interview 
questions on Thursday, Oct. 
23.

Residents can share their 
ideas using the Project/Idea 
Submission Form on the Mill-
brook Library website (www.
millbrooklibrary.org) under 
“Resources.” The form also 
lets participants vote for their 
top three priorities.

Praising the commitment 
and talent of his volunteer 
team, Wilson said the proj-
ect aims “to enhance, not to 
change” the village experi-
ence.

“I believe that the simplic-
ity of just listening to what 

people care about will be the 
wellspring toward success,” 
Wilson said. “We are here to 
celebrate the traditions and 
heritage that continue to 
inspire people every day to 
choose Millbrook.”

Wilson said the project’s 
reach extends beyond the 
village limits, encouraging 
all residents—both in and 
around Millbrook—to share 
their ideas.

Broad in scope, the ini-
tiative invites open-ended 
input on everything from fu-
ture development and infra-
structure to the conservation 
of the natural environment, 
recognizing that all aspects of 
community life are intercon-
nected.

“My education is in Parks 
and Public Management. 
Understanding and foster-
ing the relationship between 
human and natural worlds is 
critical. If we continue to talk 

about them separately, we will 
continue to undermine the ef-
fectiveness of calls to action, 
Wilson said.

“Our environment in-
cludes the forest, the streams, 
the wildlife, as well as the 
businesses, houses, roadways, 
and people. So many speak 
about nature as something 
apart and different; it does not 
have to be one or the other, it 
is the harmony between ac-
cessibility and stewardship 
that needs to be achieved,” 
Wilson explained.

Drawing on his back-
ground in grants administra-

tion, Wilson said the project’s 
outcomes will help shape fu-
ture goals for both the village 
and the town.

“We are looking to come 
out of this planning process 
with three priority projects 
that the community has 
voiced and voted on in order 
to show that we are unified 
in our direction,” Wilson said, 
a step toward seeking new 
funding sources and collabo-
ration with potential funders.

Reflecting on his work as 
an outdoor educator, writer, 
and strategic planner, Wilson 
expressed a deep appreciation 
for the people, landscapes, 
and communities that have 
influenced his life.

“I have dedicated my life 
to articulating and securing 
funding for opportunities that 
inspire people and their com-
munities,” Wilson noted. He 
serves as one of six select Fel-
lows of the Funding Futures 
Program in conjunction with 
the Partners for Climate Ac-
tion organization.

Two Millbrook Listens 
project information sessions 
are planned for November at 
the Millbrook Library. The 
first will be held on Monday, 
Nov. 17, from 1-2 p.m. and the 
second on Wednesday, Nov. 
19, from 6:30-7:30 p.m.

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

Millbrook Listens is listening. Project Leader Christo-

pher Wilson paused for a photo at The Millbrook Library 

on Monday, Oct. 27. The year-long project to gather 

residents’ ideas for the village’s future is now underway.

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — Har-
lem Valley Rail Trail As-
sociation Board Chair 
and longtime local busi-
ness owner Dick Hermans 
was reminded recently of 
how much the region has 
changed since its railroad 
days.

That reminder came in 
the form of a resurfaced 
documentary film that 
had been tucked away in 
an attic in Dover Plains for 
more than 40 years. The 
film’s subject was the Har-
lem Valley Transportation 
Association — a grassroots 
group that fought to retain 
passenger and freight rail 
service between New York 
City and Chatham, New 
York, in the 1960s and 
1970s. 

Hermans, who serves 
on the board of The Mil-
lerton News, remembers 
being an early member of 
the transportation associa-
tion.

Opening his laptop, 
Hermans played the video 
— grainy but clear, with 
crisp audio. A young wom-
an stood in the corner of 
a bookshop, speaking pas-
sionately into a handheld 
microphone about the loss 
of rail service and its im-
pact on rural businesses, 
farms and residents.

“It brings in the whole 
question of rural pow-
erlessness,” the woman 
said, warning that locals 
would soon become “high-
way hostages,” forced to 
drive gas-guzzling cars. 
She asked, “Do the small 
towns of America have a 
right to have their needs 
voiced? Have a right to say 
how decisions are made? 
We’ll fight 'til the very end 
to prevent these lines from 
being ripped up.”

Hermans recognized 
the speaker instantly. 
"That’s my former partner, 
Holly Nelson, in our origi-
nal Oblong store," he said.

The film, titled "The 
Plight of the Harlem Val-
ley Transportation Asso-
ciation," serves as a time 
capsule of the region’s 
transportation strug-
gles and provides a rare 
glimpse into Millerton in 
the 1970s.

B-roll footage shows 
the former Saperstein’s 
building on Main Street 
— now Westerlind — and 

its famed railroad mural, 
along with shots of the 
old Sharon and Millerton 
stations.

The filmmaker behind 
the 28-minute documen-
tary is Philip Milano, a 
longtime Dover Plains 
resident who made the 
project while studying at 
New York University.

“It took me about a 
month to make,” Milano 
told The News. “I played 
all the music myself, lined 
up the interviews and edit-
ed it.” His dedication even 
left him with battle scars 
after he pumped a hand 
car — “the kind Buster Ke-
aton used,” he said — from 
Copake to Sharon on the 
rail line to get a moving 
shot. “By the time I got 
back, I had blisters all over 
my hands,” he said with a 
grin. “But I got the shot.”

Milano was recently 
contacted by a former 
Copake Falls resident who 
wanted to view the film 
for research. He agreed 
to ship the only existing 
copy of his movie out west 
although he was skeptical 
the old videotape from the 
1970s would still play. To 
his surprise, it was suc-
cessfully digitized in Las 
Vegas. 

The student film went 
on to air on cable televi-
sion, which was only avail-
able in Manhattan at the 
time. Milano watched the 
premiere from his aunt’s 
city apartment, surround-
ed by friends and bottles of 
wine. “This must be what 
the Beatles felt like the first 
time they heard one of 
their songs on the radio,” 
he remembers thinking.

The film was also 
screened at The Movie-
house in Millerton for a 
one-night showing.

Milano stayed rooted 
in the area, opening and 
running Milano’s Restau-
rant in Pine Plains for 14 
years. The establishment, 
now Back Bar Beer Gar-
den, still operates today.

Nearly 50 years later, 
Milano said he is content 
with how history un-
folded. “If the trains had 
stayed, this whole area 
would look completely 
different,” he said. “In a 
way, I’m glad it didn’t 
happen because I still like 
bouncing along these sce-
nic back roads. It’s one of 
the prettiest parts of New 
York.”

Harlem Valley 

rail documentary 

resurfaces after 

more than 40 years
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Worship Services
Week of November 9, 2025

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

(860) 435-2627

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

Rev. Dr. Johan Johnson, 
 Priest-in-Charge

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, November 9 at 10:30 a.m.  

WWAAIITT,,  JJEESSUUSS  WWAASSNN’’TT  CCHHRRIISSTTIIAANN??
 For information, contact Jo Loi  

at jokiauloi@gmail.com
All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gatesl

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church  

40 Leedsville Road 
Amenia Union, NY

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE

Visit our website for links
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com 
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
8:00AM - Worship Service  

2nd & 4th Sunday  
“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”

 The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-824-5534

canaanct-umc.com
canaanctumc@gmail.com

We hope you will join us!

OBITUARIES REGIONAL

William Searby Leicht

LAKEVILLE — William 
(“Bill”) Searby Leicht passed 
away at the age of 
89 on Oct. 1, 2025, 
surrounded by his 
loving family.

Bill’s life story 
encompassed sci-
ence, art, and Quak-
er activism. Born in 
Winona, Minne-
sota, to Margaret 
and Robert Leicht, 
he attended the University of 
Chicago. After serving in the 
Army, he earned an MA in 
Fine Arts Education through 
Teachers College at Columbia 
University. Following an early 
career in neurochemistry re-
search, Bill taught at Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine, 
Hunter College, and Bronx 
Community College. Bill 
was also involved in the arts, 
particularly ceramics. In 1968, 
Audubon Artists awarded him 
a national medal of honor for 
his sculpture.

His commitment to so-
cial activism began with 
his involvement in the civil 
rights movement, as well as 
the South Bronx commu-
nity through the organiza-
tions United Bronx Parents 
and The Phoenix School. Bill 
participated in the evolution 
of the Ghetto Brothers, a 
street gang that grew to be-
come respected community 
leaders and musical innova-
tors during the early days of 
Hip-Hop. Bill was also the 
founder of Urban Visions, 
a non-profit helping young 
people obtain arts industry 
apprenticeships and careers 
in graphic design.

Bill became deeply in-
volved in the Alternatives to 
Violence Project (AVP), train-
ing ex-cons and prisoners 

in conflict resolution skills. 
Inspired by his decades-long 

practice of Aikido 
(a non-violent Jap-
anese martial art), 
Quaker principles, 
and AVP, Bill creat-
ed Aiki Workshops, 
a conflict resolu-
tion training tech-
nique he brought to 
schools and com-
munity groups. A 

passionate peacemaker, Bill 
remained an activist into his 
elder years, continuing his 
work in the South Bronx 
through a “Peace Dojo” com-
munity center, plus traveling 
to Columbia and Palestine to 
offer Aiki Workshops.

After many years in New 
York City, Bill relocated to 
Ancramdale, and later, Great 
Barrington.

Bill is survived by his chil-
dren; Cara Vera of Lynchburg, 
Virginia and Paul Leicht of 
New York City, his stepchil-
dren Sarah Getz of Sharon 
and Kurt Gubrud of Canaan, 
his sister Morgan, and his 
brother John. Bill was pre-
deceased by his beloved wife, 
Winifred “Anne” Carriere, 
who passed away in March 
2025.

His family wishes to thank 
the staff of East Mountain 
House in Lakeville, the hos-
pice where Bill spent his final 
days. East Mountain offered 
comfort and support not only 
for Bill, but also for his fam-
ily and friends. Donations to 
East Mountain House in Bill’s 
honor would be warmly ap-
preciated.

A memorial service will be 
held this spring, date TBA, at 
Bull’s Head - Oswego Friends 
Meeting House in Clinton 
Corners, New York.

Salisbury School alumnus becomes 

World Series champion with Dodgers

By RILEY KLEIN

rileyk@lakevillejournal.com

Pitcher Emmet Sheehan 
earned a World Series cham-
pionship ring Nov. 1 when 
the Los Angeles Dodgers 
beat the Toronto Blue Jays 
in Game 7.

Sheehan, who graduated 
from Salisbury School in 
2018, pitched four innings 
over three different games in 
the series.

In Game 1 he entered in re-
lief during the sixth inning. 
He recorded one out.

Sheehan pitched two and 
two-thirds scoreless innings 
in Game 3, which the Dodg-
ers ultimately won in the 18th 
inning.

In Game 7 he threw a 
scoreless seventh inning with 
two strikeouts, helping to 
keep the game tied before the 
Dodgers’ extra-inning win.

Sheehan received congrat-
ulations from his alma mater 
after the win via Salisbury 
School’s Instagram account 
@sarumknight. “Way to go, 
Emmet!”

Sheehan was born in New 
York and grew up in Darien, 
Connecticut. He attended 
Fordham Prep School in the 

Bronx prior to transferring 
to Salisbury School where he 
helped the Knights win the 
Western New England Prep 
Baseball League 2018 cham-
pionship. 

He played for Boston Col-
lege for three seasons before 

While at Salisbury School, 

Emmet Sheehan helped 

the Knights win the 

WNEPBL championship 

in 2018. Now in 2025, he is 

a World Series champion.
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Emmet Sheehan graduated from Salisbury School with the Class of 2018.

being drafted by the Dodg-
ers in 2021. Sheehan made his 
Major League Baseball debut 
in 2023. 

Sheehan underwent elbow 
surgery in 2024 and was reac-
tivated by the Dodgers earlier 
this year.

Transfer Station gets grant for 

‘pay as you throw’ garbage plan

By ALEC LINDEN 

alecl@lakevillejournal.com

SALISBURY/SHARON, 
Conn. — The governor’s of-
fice announced on Oct. 29 
that the Salisbury/Sharon 
Transfer Station will receive 
a state grant to implement 
a unit-based pricing system 
— known as UBP or “pay as 
you throw” — and expand its 
composting operations.

The Connecticut Depart-
ment of Energy and Environ-
mental Protection awarded 
the transfer station $266,692 
through its Sustainable Mate-
rials Management grant pro-
gram. The funds will support 
a gradual, three-phase transi-
tion to a pay-per-bag model 
to replace the current $150 
flat fee paid by households. 
Both the Salisbury and Sharon 
selectboards endorsed the ap-
plication when it was submit-
ted in June.

Under the new system, res-
idents would pay based on the 
amount of trash they generate 
rather than a single flat rate. 
Smaller households, such as 
retirees or couples, would pay 
less, while larger families that 
produce more garbage would 
pay more. 

Per the application, “the 
goal of the three-phase pro-
cess is to gain as much sup-
port as possible for the pro-
gram.” 

On Oct. 30, Brian Bar-
tram, manager of the transfer 
station, said efforts to switch 
to a UBP system began in 
2000 when the proposition 
was met with community 
backlash. Another attempt 

to look into UBP was initi-
ated in the early 2010s, but 
it didn’t go anywhere, said 
Bartram. 

UBP is controversial be-
cause while it brings costs 
down for some, it will not 
benefit the larger house-
holds who have grown used 
to the flat rate. There is evi-
dence, though, especially from 
nearby Massachusetts, that 
the system lowers overall resi-
dential and commercial waste 
production. 

The application estimates 
a UBP model at the Salisbury/
Sharon Transfer Station will 
lower waste yields by 25-40% 
in the two towns, as it has in 
other Connecticut towns like 
Woodbury and Guilford/
Madison. 

Part of the waste reduc-
tion comes from diverting 
food scraps out of the trash. 
The savings to the town 
with the program will help 
further develop the transfer 
station’s growing composting 
initiative. Cornwall was also 
awarded an SMM grant on 
Oct. 29 in the sum of $15,000 
to build its own composting 
program. 

Bartram said the purpose 
of the phased strategy is to 
allow for “parachutes” or 
“fire extinguishers” in case 
the system proves to be in-
appropriate for the towns or 
widely unpopular. In the im-
mediate term, the selectmen 
have the right to decline the 
grant money, even though 
they signed on to the appli-
cation in the early summer. 

Bartram said if the two 
selectboards choose to ac-

cept, the first step will be to 
compile an advisory commit-
tee for the project with mem-
bers on both sides of the UBP 
issue. 

Once that team is assem-
bled, the first phase will be 
“groundwork” and will begin 
with deliberating implemen-
tation specifics about pricing, 
bag distribution and  public 
outreach efforts.

As of Monday, both first 
selectmen expressed enthu-
siasm at the transfer station’s 
success with its application 
and for beginning the initial 
process.

Following the groundwork 
stage is the “launch”  phase in 
which the Committee will ini-
tiate widespread community 
engagement as the program 
kicks off for a mandatory 
1-year run, which will have 
to be approved by both se-
lectboards. The final phase 
outlined in the application is 

the “monitoring” phase where 
feedback and program results 
are reviewed and the system 
is streamlined for long term 
success.

Bartram said he was con-
fident in the plan, but that he 
understands the difficulty in 
bringing an unfamiliar pro-
gram to the transfer station. 
“I think it’s a good idea but 
there are so many nuances,” 
he said. He stated it will be 
the job of the committee to 
discern the best way to move 
forward with a program that 
could help the state mitigate 
its waste crisis. 

Since the closure of the 
Materials Innovation and 
Recycling facility in Hart-
ford in 2022, Connecticut has 
shipped more than 40% of its 
municipal and commercial 
waste to landfills across state 
borders, which is expensive 
to the state, towns and ulti-
mately residents.   

Join your neighbors in supporting  
The Millerton News, our trusted source  
of local news and information.   
Please make a donation of any size now at  
millertonnews.com/donate

Join your neighbors
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Industrial  

society is over

Ever since the begin-
nings of the Industrial 
Revolution about 200 

years ago, the world has been 
shaped with the maxim to 
end of piece work, terminat-
ing most cottage (meaning 
single person) output, and 
transitioning to a cohesive 
workplace where workers 
come together, each as part 
of the process, manufacturing 
goods, services, and product. 
Factories became the norm, 
mines were reorganized to 
train miners each to a singular 
task, leather workers tasked 
with portions of the whole 
making shoes as component 
parts, wheelwrights tasked for 
single spokes instead of the 
whole wheel, engine build-
ers becoming specialists with 
pistons, cranks, molding indi-
vidually, never together.

The whole point of the 
industrial society is that you 
mastered a single task and 
were a repetitive integral 
part of that physical process, 
making corporate end prod-
uct dependent on assembly 
of product designed and 
compartmentalized to allow 
corporate structure to over-
see the whole. We became an 
industrial society — workers 
and management, services 
and delivery, sales and mar-
keting.

Some say we are now in 
a new industrial revolution. 
Revolution? For sure, but in-
dustrial? When every compo-
nent portion of industry can 
now be made by machine or 
robotics, the age of humans 
fitting into the old Industrial 
Revolution pattern is over, re-
dundant. We’ve begun a move 
to the knowledge revolution, 
wherein only knowledge and 
individual learning and intel-
ligence determine societal 
structure.

Look, a robot can easily re-
place a car assembly worker. 
$35,000 and you’re done; 
a new “worker” capable of 
24/7 operation, no pension, 
no benefits. For every 50 ro-
bots you need a technician, 
a knowledgeable technician, 
a human currently (until ro-
bots simply unplug, allow a 
replacement automatically 
in place, and take themselves 
off to a scrapyard). Same goes 
for all miners, truck drivers 
along freeways, airlines want-
ing AI and only one pilot in 
the cockpit, Madison Ave. 
using machine learning to 
design marketing campaigns, 
or Amazon firing warehouse 
workers for robots.

Some current trades, of-
ten thought of as menial la-
bor, will have to reap greater 
respect. The knowledge of 
a plumber, fixing existing 
pipes and sanitation, are 

very specifically specialist-
empowered — plumbers are 
a knowledge based industry. 
As are electricians, doctors, 
nurses, astronauts, teachers, 
and a host of other “trained” 
humans with complicated 
variables in their learning 
and output. Training is gain-
ing knowledge, experience 
is improving that specialist 
knowledge – knowledgeable 
people are indispensable in 
the new society we are forg-
ing.

But the truth is, the shift 
from industrial to knowledge-
based societal structures will 
be painful. The least educated 
will be — as they were in the 
mid-1800s — the worst hit. 
Deemed marginal consum-
ers, marginal capitalist par-
ticipants, some in power will 
either seek to take advantage 
by claiming to be “on their 
side” for political control 
or politicians in power will 
degrade social and medical 
services to allow the poor-
est, least educated, to perish. 
Make no mistake, there are 
already restructuring forces 
at work  in America — ei-
ther by design or by inevi-
table outcome of the switch 
from industry to knowledge. 
Gone already are the lifetime 
jobs’ plans and structures, job 
mobility is already the norm. 
Education (gaining knowl-
edge and therefore a place 
in the new societal structure) 
has become more and more 
expensive — increasing the 
societal divide. Apprentices 
are gaining traction — as they 
did in the 1800s — to ensure 
specialist knowledge supports 
a sustainable societal future — 
everyone needs a plumber, car 
mechanic, nurse, electrician.

It is a brave new world, one 
which may well flourish, but 
currently is being undertaken 
by subterfuge, hiding the re-
ality from civilians, workers, 
families — all who want to 
plan for their future. With-
out knowing what the future 
may hold — unless you are 
an architect or purveyor of 
the new knowledge society 
— most people haven’t got a 
clue. And history has shown 
that deliberate — but secret 
except for a few at the top — 
new societal change is going 
to hurt everyone, everywhere. 
The question is: How big will 
the backlash be?

Peter Riva, a former resident 
of Amenia Union, New York, 
now lives in Gila, New Mexico.

“And one day, the process will begin to reverse.” - Charles Darwin

Equal rights, voting and charter schools

The following excerpts from 
The Millerton News were com-
piled by Kathleen Spahn and 
Rhiannon Leo-Jameson of the 
North East-Millerton Library.

November 1, 1934

Post Office In 

New Building

The Millerton post office 
was moved Tuesday night 
into permanent quarters 
in the new one-story brick 
building on Center Street. 
The post office has been situ-
ated in the erstwhile saloon 
of Charles A. Corey for the 
past five months, having been 
transferred there the first of 
April from the Shufelt build-
ing on Main Street. It was 
understood when the office 
was moved last spring that 
the new quarters, also situ-
ated on Center Street, were 
to house it only temporarily 
pending construction of the 
new building which was to 
have been ready for occu-
pancy July 1.

Voting Machine To 

Be Demonstrated

Supervisor Frank L. Minor 
of the town of North East has 
announced that a voting ma-
chine will be demonstrated at 

the town room in the Brick 
Block Friday and Saturday 
from 10 a. m. to 9 p.m.

November 8, 1934

New Evidence Is Rumored 

In Germond Case

Important new develop-
ments are expected in the 
Germond murder case, ac-
cording to prevalent rumors, 
although authorities have 
denied that any new angles 
have entered the picture and 
state that no definite informa-
tion has been presented. Pri-
vate agencies, however, have 
been attempting solution of 
the crime and are seeking to 
obtain evidence of sufficient 
strength to warrant official 
action, it is said.

Dobbin Honored 

On Birthday

MT. WASHINGTON-Sat-
urday was dobbin’s birthday 
party day.

“Chubby,” a twenty-five-
year-old Western broncho 

owned by Betty Melius, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. N. 
L. Melius, was the guest of 
honor at a unique birthday 
party held on the lawn of the 
Melius place here Saturday 
afternoon. Invitations were 
sent to four other saddle hors-
es, and upon arriving at the 
scene of festivity with their 
child riders each of the equine 
celebrants was fastened to a 
tree on which a place card was 
tacked.

November 6, 1975

Residents Ignore 

Planning Hearings

No member of the public 
showed up at the Compre-
hensive Plan hearings held 
last week in the Village of 
Millerton and the Town of 
North East.

ERA Loses In New York

The controversial Equal 
Rights Amendment was hand-
ed a defeat by New York State 
voters on Tuesday, 1,724,189 
voting no and 1,329,545 yes. 
(At press time, 92 per cent of 
all the State election districts 
had reported).

In Dutchess County, the 
ERA, Amendment 1 on the 
ballot, lost 35,566 to 20,784.

November 2, 2000

Proposed Charter 

School Board Answers 

Public School Critics

WEBUTUCK — If ap-
proved, will a proposed 
charter school in the Harlem 
Valley result in significant tax 
increases? Do charter schools 
and conventional public 
schools compete on a level 
playing field?

These are some of the 
questions being asked in the 
wake of the revelation last 
month that a Dover group 
has proposed to start a char-
ter school at the campus of 
the now-defunct Immaculate 
Conception School in Ame-
nia.

At a joint meeting of the 
Webutuck and Dover school 
boards last month, Webu-
tuck Superintendent Justine 
Winters said if the proposed 
Harlem Valley Charter School 
(HVCS) draws evenly between 
the Dover and Webutuck dis-
tricts, Webutuck residents 
could see a 9.1-percent in-
crease in taxes to make up 
for the loss of state aid per 
student. Dover Superinten-
dent Craig Onofry projected 
a 7.6-percent increase.

According to Mr. Herald, 
if the HVCS draws about 80 
students from Webutuck, the 
district may have to consider 
closing one of its community 
elementary schools in Miller-
ton or Amenia. Such a move is 
particularly vexing in light of 
a recently passed 120-million 
capital project that includes 
extensive renovations to both 
schools.

“We’d be smarter to keep 
those students in one school 
and revisit the central cam-
pus concept,” said Mr. Herald, 
adding that the district “would 
still have to stay within the 
money that was approved.”

[Mr. Slater] cited reported 
vandalism to charter school 
board members’ property in 
Hempsted, Long Island.

“There’s been threats made 
and they’ve had their tires 
slashed,” he added.

The views expressed 
here are not necessarily 
those of The Millerton 
News and the News 
does not support or 
oppose candidates for 
public office.

We accept gifts, 
grants and sponsor-
ships from individuals 
and organizations for 
the general support of 
our activities, but our 
news judgments are 
made independently 
and not on the basis of 
donor support.

Accepting financial 
support does not mean 
we endorse donors or 
their products, services 
or opinions.

PHOTO BY CAITLIN HANLON
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Cancer is not a battle
Obituaries of people killed 

by cancer virtually always re-
fer to the “battle” fought by 
the decedent. As in, “After a 
long battle with cancer, John 
Smith died at home yester-
day.” Or, “Sarah Jones, who 
bravely battled cancer for 
years, passed away peacefully 
last night.” This convention 
has become so ingrained that 
both readers and writers of 
obituaries rarely give it a sec-
ond thought. If they do, they 
might think it is somehow en-
nobling to describe someone 
as engaged in a life-and-death 
struggle. 

But what are we really say-
ing when we say that some-
one died as a result of this 
“battle”? We are saying that 
cancer won the battle – and 
the cancer victim lost it. Talk 
about adding insult to injury. 
The cancer victim is not only 
dead, he’s a loser.

Framing cancer as a “bat-
tle” blames the victim. Win-
ning a battle means that you 
have fought harder or better 
than your adversary. Los-
ing the “battle” with cancer 
implies that you failed to do 
enough to win. It sends the 
message that if only you had 
fought more, or been tougher, 
you might be alive today. 

Talking about cancer in this 
way is offensive and wrong-

headed. Suppose someone 
walking down the street is 
killed by a brick falling from 
the top of a building. No one 
would say that person lost his 
battle with a brick. But like 
that brick, cancer is something 
that just hits you. If the treat-
ment you undergo is success-
ful (as chemotherapy was in 
my case), you will live. If the 
treatment is unsuccessful, you 
will die. It has nothing to do 
with how much “fight” you 
have in you. All the positive 
vibes in the world will not rid 
a body of cancer.

None of this is meant 
to say that cancer patients 
should just give up, or shut 
down. They should of course 
assiduously seek the best 
treatment available, and rig-
orously follow their doctor’s 
orders. But doing everything 
one can to be cancer-free is 
not accurately or fairly de-
scribed as “battling” cancer.  

I recognize that no one de-
scribing cancer as a “battle” 
means to denigrate, demean, 
or blame the victim. But that 
is what happens, however un-
intentionally, when we speak 
in this manner. Out of respect 
for those who have lost their 
lives to cancer, let’s retire the 
“battle” metaphor.

James Speyer

Los Angeles, CA

Letters to the editor deadline is 10 a.m. Monday for 

that week’s publication. No more than 500 words. Send 

to editor@millertonnews.com. Include town and phone 

number for confirmation.
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Food pantries in northeast 

Dutchess County

Millerton/North East
North East  

Community Center

51 S. Center St., Millerton
Contact: Jordan Schmidt 

— foodaccess@neccmil-
lerton.org or 518-789-4259 
ext. 124

Hours: Wednesday, 3 p.m. 
to 6; Thursday, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m.

Available to families and 
individuals that reside in 
North East, Millerton, Ame-
nia, Dover Plains, Washing-
ton, Millbrook, Pine Plains 
and Stanford. Recipients 
may utilize the food pantry 
up to two times per month.

Amenia
St. Thomas Episcopal 

Church Food of Life/

Comida de Vida food pantry

40 Leedsville Road, Ame-
nia

Contact: Charlie Paley — 
845-373-9161

Hours: Friday, 2 p.m. to 5 
at St. Thomas Episcopal in 
Amenia and 6 p.m. to 8 at 12 
Reimer Ave. in Dover Plains.

Available to anyone re-
gardless of residence or need. 
Food of Life distributes col-
lections of food intended to 
serve as nine complete meals 
for each recipient. 

Sun River Health/

Dutchess Outreach 

mobile food pantry

Contact: 845-838-7038
3360 Route 343, Amenia
Hours: Wednesday, 8 a.m. 

to 6 p.m.

Immaculate Conception 

Church Vine & 

Branches Food Closet

4 Lavelle Road, Amenia
Contact: Denise Conway 

— icspamen@optonline.net 
or 845-373-8193

Hours: Monthly on the 
third Saturday, 10 a.m. to 
10:30

Pine Plains
Willow Roots

7730 S. Main St., Pine 
Plains

Contact: Nelson Zayas — 
willowrootsinc@gmail.com 
or 518-751-0164

Hours: Monthly on the 
first and third Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 11

Recipients must be a 
resident of the Pine Plains 
school district

United Methodist Church 

Community Food Locker

3023 East Church St., 
Pine Plains

Contact: Pat Nannetti — 
518-398-7692

Hours: Monthly on the 
second Saturday, 10 a.m. to 
11:30

Recipients must be a 
resident of the Pine Plains 
school district

Washington/
Millbrook 

Lyall Community Church

30 Maple Ave., Millbrook
Hours: The food pan-

try is open as necessary by 
appointment. Call Diane 
Moretti at 845-242-6508 
to arrange an appointment.

Meals on wheels are de-
livered weekly on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. 
Contact John Hummel at 
845-242-6508 or by email 
at mealsonwheels@lyallme-
morial.org to arrange deliv-
ery.

Soups and sandwiches 
available monthly on the 
second and fourth Thurs-
day from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
during the school year. 

Volunteers at St. Thomas 

Episcopal Church’s Food 

of Life Pantry donned 

masks and costumes 

to celebrate Halloween 

while distributing meals 

on Friday, Oct. 31, at the 

church on Leedsville 

Road in Amenia. The 

pantry regularly serves 

more than 600 people 

every week.

journalism in the borough of 
Queens.

“I’m thrilled to join The 
Lakeville Journal and Miller-
ton News,” Murray said. “I’ve 
always believed that strong lo-
cal journalism builds strong 
communities, and I look 
forward to continuing that 
tradition here in Northwest 
Connecticut and Dutchess 
County.”

“Christian is a proven 
builder of local news organi-
zations and a champion for 
community reporting,” said 
James Clark, CEO and Pub-
lisher. “His leadership and ex-
perience will strengthen our 

newsroom and help advance 
our mission to provide essen-
tial journalism for Northwest 
Connecticut and New York’s 
Harlem Valley.”

Early in his career, he was a 
political reporter with News-
day and a business reporter 
with Reuters. Murray, who 
is originally from New Zea-
land, holds a master’s degree 
in journalism from Colum-
bia University. After living in 
New York City for 25 years, 
he moved to Northwest Con-
necticut in 2022.

Murray can be reached at 
christianm@lakevillejournal.
com.

came amid the COVID-19 
pandemic when Baxter saw 
growing social isolation and 
political division. “It felt like 
people were increasingly 
speaking into echo chambers 
online rather than connecting 
face-to-face,” she said. “I no-
ticed how few opportunities 
there were for people with 
different backgrounds and 
viewpoints to gather in the 
same space.” 

Baxter said her choice to 
use the firehouse as a venue 
was intentional. “I wanted to 
get out of these unapproach-
able spaces like museums and 
galleries and actually bring 
people together in a shared 
space — like a firehouse.” 

When Baxter and her fam-
ily moved from New York 
City to Wassaic several years 
ago, it felt like a “significant 
shift.” She found herself seek-
ing connection and belong-
ing in what she calls a “purple 
county,” one with political 
diversity — something that 
informs much of her work. 

Having grown up in Ken-
tucky in a family that sup-
ported open-carry gun laws, 
Baxter’s perspective evolved 
after years spent in New York 
City. Today, she takes pride in 
her ability to bridge opposing 
perspectives — an ability that 
threads its way through her 
art. “My work often explores 
the space between these di-
vides, and I wanted to take 
that exploration beyond the 
gallery and into real, shared 
action,” she said. “What better 
way to bring people together 
than through the act of creat-
ing?”

Working primarily in fab-
ric, Baxter’s practice spans 
soft sculpture, quilted wall 
hangings and community-

based projects. Her work has 
been exhibited in galleries, 
museums, universities and 
fairs in the United States, 
Hong Kong and Sweden. 

“I create approachable 
work that playfully confronts 
the complexities of social and 
political division,” Baxter 
said, describing her series of 
stuffed caricatures of assault 
weapons made from vibrant 
fabrics. “Using humor and 
precision, I reflect the ab-
surdity and intensity of our 
political climate.”

Quilting, however, is 
where it all began. Baxter 
learned to sew as a child in 
Kentucky, following a long 
line of family quilters. “I 
never imagined I’d have a ca-
reer using the same art form 
I learned from my grand-
mother,” she said, adding 
that she is eager to share her 
experience and talents with 
the community. 

“Shared creative experi-
ences have been shown to 
strengthen mental health 
and community bonds, and 
quilting felt like the perfect 
medium for that kind of con-
nection,” she said.

This event invites many 
hands and perspectives to 
collaborate on a shared vi-
sion, all in support of the 
Wassaic Fire Company. 

Baxter received grant 
funding for the workshop, 
allowing all quilting materials 
to be provided to participants 
free of charge. This project 
is made possible with funds 
from the New York State Leg-
islature and administered by 
Arts Mid-Hudson. This year 
will feature an optional pot-
luck to encourage additional 
community building and 
conversation. 

24,758 pounds of fruits and 
vegetables to the pantry this 
growing season.

“What’s been happening 
since late January is that there’s 
been less and less food that’s 
either free or lower price,” 
Wright said. “So many of our 
partners have stepped up.”

The Tenmile Farm Foun-
dation is part of a network of 
like-minded organizations in 
the Tri-corner region of New 
York, Connecticut and Mas-
sachusetts that collaborate to 
promote access to nutritious, 
locally-produced food at an ac-
cessible price or for free. 

The North East Commu-
nity Center’s Food Programs 
Director Jordan Schmidt heads 
up the network — officially 
known as the Tri Corner Nu-
trition Security Coalition — as 
part of her role in charge of the 
community center’s food pan-
try and outreach programs.

Among the coalition’s part-
ners is Tri-Corner F.E.E.D., 
which offers an alternative 
to traditional pantries. Linda 
and James Quella of Sharon, 
Connecticut, formed the orga-
nization and opened a market 
in Millerton that sells locally-
produced groceries at subsi-
dized prices. 

Blake Myers, manager of 
the Tri-Corner F.E.E.D. Mar-
ket on South Center Street in 
Millerton, collaborates with 
the coalition. She said the co-
alition has been closely moni-
toring local residents’ access 
to food, allowing its member 
farms, pantries and nonprof-
its to quickly redirect supplies 
when needs arise.

Tri-Corner F.E.E.D. oper-
ates a market with tiered pric-
ing. Customers can sign up 
to buy groceries either at full 
price, at a 30% discount or at 
a 60% discount depending on 
their need.

Myers echoed Food of Life 
volunteers’ concerns about 
the community’s increasing 
dependence on local food 
pantries.

She said food pantries are 
supposed to be a resource in 
emergencies. “What’s hap-
pened is that they are now a 
regular resource that people 
need in order to feed their 
families,” Myers said. “This 
case of the SNAP benefits be-

ing cut is an emergency emer-
gency, because there’s already 
so many families that are barely 
scraping by.”

The Rev. AJ Stack of St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church in 
Amenia said the most effec-
tive way to support the Food 
of Life pantry is through cash 
donations. “We can purchase 
things at much lower prices 
elsewhere,” Stack explained, 
adding that every dollar goes 
further when the pantry buys 
in bulk from its suppliers.

Myers offered a similar 
perspective when it comes 
to supporting Tri-Corner 
F.E.E.D. She told The News 
that customers with the means 
can best assist the nonprofit by 
purchasing items at full price 
— providing revenue that helps 
fund the market’s mission to 
offer affordable food to those 
in need.

“All of our shoppers here are 
by word of mouth,” Myers said. 
“Which is really important to 
me, because I wanted the ex-
perience to be something that 
people wanted to return to and 
feel comfortable.”

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLERPHOTO COURTESY JOSHUA SIMPSON PHOTOGRAPHY

Participants can choose from a variety of patterns and 

designs for their individual quilt squares. All materials 

will be provided. 
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COMPASS

At � e Movies

Noble
HORIZONS

17 Cobble Rd. Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-9851 | noblehorizons.org

East Mountain House
helpme@eastmountainhouse.org

(860) 596-4117

Noble Horizons and East Mountain House are co-sponsoring 
this talk by Roy Remer, Executive Director of Zen Caregiving 

Project in San Francisco, CA on a topic often avoided: our own 
mortality. He is the author of the forthcoming book, 

Zen Caregiving: How to Care for Yourself While Caring for 
Others (April, 2026). With nearly 30 years of experience in 

hospice care and learning from individuals with life-limiting 
illnesses, Roy will discuss the profound value of turning toward 

death throughout life. He will discuss how this acknowledgment 
is key to living a meaningful and happy existence.

No registration necessary.
All are welcome to attend this informative talk.

NorthEast-Millerton Library

Saturday, November 8
10 am– 2 pm, 28 Century Blvd., Millerton

Crafts, Baked Goods & Raffles with Donations from 
Country Gardener Florist, 

The Dutchess Trading Company, 
Elizabeth’s Fine Jewelry, 
Harney & Sons Fine Teas,

Irving Farm Coffee Roasters,
Millerton Agway,

Millerton Service Center,
The Moviehouse,
North Elm Home,

Oblong Books & Music,
Paley’s Farm Market,

Pasture Kitchen, 
Talk of the Towne Deli,

& Willa.

Items are handmade by local crafters, 
artisans & artists.

Find one of a kind items for you & your 
loved ones.

All proceeds go to support the NorthEast-Millerton Library 

Millerton Library

Annual
Craft Fair

Sponsored By 
The Bank of  Millbrook

North East Ford

Crafts, Baked Goods & Raffl es with Donations from
Country Gardener Florist,  

The Dutchess Trading Company, 
Elizabeth’s Fine Jewelry, 

Gilded Moon,
Harney & Sons Fine Teas, 

Irving Farm Coffee Roasters, 
Millerton Agway, 

Millerton Service Center,
The Moviehouse, 
North Elm Home,

Oblong Books & Music, 
Paley’s Farm Market, 

Pasture Kitchen,  
Talk of the Towne Deli, 

& Willa. 
Sponsored By  

The Bank of  Millbrook 
North East Ford

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 11/07 > THU 11/13 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

The Mov iehouse is  a  non-pro f i t  501c3  independent  c inema & ar ts  o rgan iza t ion .

NUREMBERG

BLUE MOON

HISTORY OF SOUND
(FIRST FRIDAY FILM CLUB 11/7 @12PM)

SPRINGSTEEN: 
DELIVER ME FROM NOWHERE

BUGONIA

GIFT CARDS ✴ MEMBERSHIPS ✴ DONATE TODAY

November 8 @ 1PM
Met Live

LA BOHÈME
November 11 @ 7PM
Great Art on Screen

JAGO: 
INTO THE WHITE

November 9 @ 1PM
& November 12 @ 7PM

Repertory Spotlight
TAXI DRIVER(1976)

COMPASS
Your Guide to Tri-State Arts, Entertainment & Lifestyle

Indigo girls: a collaboration  
in process and pigment

ART: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

In Amenia this fall, 
three artists came 
together to experi-

ment with an ancient 
process — extracting 
blue pigment from 
freshly harvested Japa-
nese indigo. What began 
as a simple offer from a 
Massachusetts farmer to 
share her surplus crop 
became a collaborative 
exploration of chemistry, 
ecology and the art of 
making by hand.

“Collaboration is part 
of our DNA as people 
who work with textiles,” 
said Amenia-based 
artist Christy Gast as she 
welcomed me into her 
vast studio. “The whole 
history of every part of 
textile production has 
to do with cooperation 
and collaboration,” she 
continued.

That sense of shared 
purpose is at the heart 
of the invitation Gast ex-
tended to artists Natalie 
Baxter and Janis Stem-
mermann to process a 
bumper crop of Japanese 
indigo (Persicaria tincto-
ria) at her studio this fall. 
All three artists’ practic-
es intersect through ma-
terial, process and an in-
terest in the handmade. 
Gast and Stemmermann 
have collaborated on a 
series of hand-knit vests 
dyed with black wal-
nut, available through 
Stemmermann’s store, 
Russell Janis. Baxter is a 
Wassaic Project residen-
cy and fellowship alum, 
who is leading a commu-
nity quilting workshop 
there on Nov. 15. She 
also co-directs “Cottage 
Courses” with artist 
Polly Shindler, a series 
of hands-on artmaking 
workshops throughout 
the region.

“Lisa Dachinger of 
Hilltop Farm & Fiber 
Arts north of Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts had an 
abundance of indigo 
this year,” said Gast of 
her learning about the 
crop’s availability.  In two 
trips to the farm, Gast 

harvested the plants and 
began experimenting 
with the ancient art and 
science of extracting 
pigment from the plants 
and transforming it into 
rich, layered blues.

“There are a lot of 
steps,” Gast noted with a 
laugh, as vats of aerated 
indigo bubbled in the 
corner of the studio. 
The process is slow and 
physical, dependent on 
timing, temperature and 
a kind of faith in chem-
istry. The freshly har-
vested Japanese indigo 
leaves are first soaked in 
warm water and left to 
ferment for several days. 
The plant matter is then 
removed, the solution is 
strained and the pH is 
raised with the addition 
of calcium hydroxide, 
and then the mixture 
is aerated, poured back 
and forth between con-
tainers until it oxidizes 
and the pigment turns 
dark blue. After the indi-
go settles to the bottom, 
the resulting paste is fil-
tered, dried and ground 

into powder. Only then is 
it ready for dyeing.

But as Stemmermann 
pointed out, “It’s not a 
dye. It’s a coating and 
reaction.” Indigo’s elusive 
chemistry means each 
piece is unpredictable, 
shaped as much by 
chance as by control. To 
achieve a deep, saturated 
blue, “you have to layer 
it and dip it up to eight 
times,” she explained. 

Each artist uses dye 
in their work, albeit 
quite differently, yet all 
share a deep sensitivity 
to material and process. 
“There is a seasonality 
to textile work,” said 
Baxter, referring to dye 
plants.  “First, there’s the 
planting. And then you 
wait for them to grow, 
you harvest them, you 

dye the fabric and then 
it’s wintertime.” During 
quilt season when our 
attention turns inward, 
the patient, hands-on 
process becomes a 
meditation on slowness 
for Baxter, mirroring the 
rhythm of the earth and 
a quiet longing to move 
with it.

For Gast, working 
with plant dyes is a way 
to align artistic prac-
tice with ecology and 
activism. “I’m working 
on a project that will be 
showing at Mass MoCA 
in 2027,” she explained. 
“It’s a collaborative opera 
about peatlands for 
which I’m producing a 
textile installation that 
functions as the curtains. 

ART: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

Artist and 
Standard 
Space founder 

Theo Coulombe and 
Eve Biddle, artist and 
co-executive director 
of The Wassaic Proj-
ect, share a fascina-
tion with land, body 
and transformation. 
Their recent collabo-
ration is culminating 
in “Fields of Snakes,” 
opening at Standard 
Space in Sharon on 
Nov. 8.

The exhibit fea-
tures new large-for-
mat landscapes by 
Coulombe alongside 
a collaborative body 
of work: photographs 
of Biddle’s ceramic 
sculptures placed 
within the very land-
scapes Coulombe 
captures. 

Collaboration 
is central to both 
artists’ creative lives. 
Coulombe opened 
Standard Space in 
2017 after decades in 
Brooklyn’s photog-
raphy scene and has 
built the gallery into 
a space known for its 
collaborative spirit 
and sharp curato-
rial eye. For Biddle, 
collaboration is 

practically a medium 
in itself.

“I love his work,” 
Biddle said of Cou-
lombe. “It’s so fun 
to collaborate with 
someone who thinks 
about the same things 
— about land and our 
physical relationship 
with land, and our 
body and looking and 
appreciating our local 
beautiful landscape.”

For Coulombe, the 
process of working 
with his 8x10 Dear-
dorff camera — a 
slow, meditative tool 
— shapes both the 
work and his relation-
ship to his subjects.

“You become part 
of the camera,” he 
writes in his artist 
statement. “You use 
a dark cloth and look 
at the ground glass 
on the back of — 
not through — the 
camera. You become 
an interior of the eye. 
You’re upside down 
and backward… the 
composition and the 
groundlessness is the 
canvas.”

That attentiveness 
to the natural world 

Continued on next pageContinued on next page
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‘Snakes on Downey Rd, Millerton, 
NY, 2025,’ a pigment print by Theo 
Coulombe and Eve Biddle, from the 
series ‘Fields of Snakes.’ Printed from 
an 8×10-inch color negative on archival 
rag paper, 32 by 40 inches, 2024.

PHOTO BY NATALIE BAXTER

Artists Christy Gast, 
above, and Natalie 
Baxter in Gast's studio

‘Fields of Snakes’ 
opens at Standard 
Space, exploring 
collaboration and 
transformation

PHOTO BY NATALIA ZUKERMAN
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Processing Japanese indigo

I’m using as many natu-
ral and regional process-
es as possible because 
our work has to do with 
local-to-global activism 
and conservation. There 
is a chemical alchemy in 
peatlands, which despite 
covering just 3% of the 
Earth’s surface, capture 
more than twice the 
carbon of all the planet’s 
forests combined. There’s 
a direct poetic align-
ment between plant dye 
processes and peatlands, 
which preserved some 
of the earliest textiles we 
know of. And the color 

palette is ancient, both 
familiar and uncanny.”

There’s a certain chaos 
in balancing experi-
mentation with intent. 
For Gast, Baxter, and 
Stemmermann, this 
first attempt at pigment 
extraction has been as 
much about curiosity as 
outcome, a communal 
act of making, rooted in 
patience, experimenta-
tion and discovery.

To find out more 
about these artists, visit: 
christygast.com, natali-
ebaxter.com and janis-
stemmermann.com

complements Biddle’s 
sculptural practice, 
which often explores the 
body and transformation 
through form and myth.

“The snake is really a 
symbol of resiliency,” she 
explained, “our ability to 
let things go in our lives 
— to still be the same 
people but shed what 
we don’t need. It’s more 
a metaphor for death 
and our contemporary 
experience as humans in 
our landscape.”

To create the work in 
Fields of Snakes, Biddle 
handed her sculptures to 
Coulombe with complete 
trust.

“It was all Theo,” she 
said. “I lent him the 
pieces and was like, ‘go 
nuts.’ That’s one of the 
fun things about col-
laborating successfully 
— really leaning into the 
expertise and skill set of 
the people you’re collab-
orating with.”

This show marks 
Biddle’s first exhibition 
at Standard Space. “I’ve 
been a huge admirer 
of Theo’s program,” she 
says. “There’s been won-
derful overlap between 
his program and the 
Wassaic Project. He’s 
been really open and 
kind about those con-
nections.”

For both artists, col-
laboration is a natural 
extension of how they 
move through the art 
world. Biddle describes 
her practice — from 
co-founding the Was-
saic Project to making 
ceramics, curating, and 
building community — 
as “a big radical collabo-

ration.”
“I don’t love working 

alone,” she said. “It’s 
important as creatives to 
recognize what drains us 
and what feeds us.”

And because no open-
ing at Standard Space 
is complete without a 
touch of community cel-
ebration, there will also 
be a dance party after 
the opening at Le Gamin. 

“We’ll have some pur-
chasable wares as well,” 
said Coulombe, “like 
t-shirts, ceramics, and 
jewelry.”

Coulombe was re-
ferring to Biddle’s new 
limited-edition merch re-
lease. T-shirts and sweat-
shirts will be available 

only at Standard Space 
on opening day. They will 
be available later at the 
Wassaic Project Winter 
Wonderland Market 
which takes place the 
first two weekends in 
December.

Fields of Snakes is 
the 58th exhibition at 
Standard Space, but in 
many ways it is a new 
chapter — a show about 
reciprocity, risk and the 
creative ecosystems that 
emerge when artists 
trust one another. 

As Biddle put it: “I 
really believe in bringing 
my full self to whatever 
I’m doing… and this 
show feels like a natural 
extension of that.”

PHOTO PROVIDED

Rehearsal for ‘Pippin’ at Hotchkiss.

The Hotchkiss 
Drama Associ-
ation is kicking 

off its 2025–26 season 
with “Pippin,” the Tony 
Award-winning musical 
by Stephen Schwartz. 
The show opens Nov. 7 in 
Walker Auditorium.

Director MK Law-
son, who heads musical 
theater at Hotchkiss, said 
students on the Drama 
Association board chose 
Pippin after discussing 
this year’s theme, “Inno-
cence. Lost.”

“The students were 
big fans of Pippin when 
they read it,” Lawson 
said. “It spoke to their 
desire to present shows 
that reflect some of the 
disillusionment they’re 
feeling as young people, 
while still having a lot of 
comedy and a wonderful 
score. I thought it was 
a great choice because 
it gives our bold actors 
the chance to play big, 
broad characters — and 
to show off our talented 
dancers.”

The musical follows a 

troupe of performers tell-
ing the story of Pippin, 
the first son of Charlem-
agne, in a playful “show 
within a show.”

“Pippin has this fas-
cinating structure — a 
group of players perform-
ing Pippin: His Life and 
Times...,” Lawson said. 
“I hope audiences really 
follow that element and 
enjoy the broad theat-
ricality of it. We’re also 
including a cool new tech 

element for the finale 
that’s sure to wow — no 
spoilers, though!”

The cast features Jack 
McCarthy ’26 as Pippin, 
Carla Oudin ’26 as the 
Leading Player, Tyler 
Rosenblum ’27 as King 
Charles (Charlemagne), 
Lily Siris ’26 as Fastrada, 
Ryan Lee ’28 as Lew-
is, Serena Nam ’26 as 
Berthe, Olivia Kwon ’26 
as Catherine, and Hermi-
one Wu ’27 as Theo.

Behind the scenes, 
Avery Hines-Mudry ’27 
serves as production 
stage manager, and cos-
tumes are co-designed 
by Isabel Schlaack ’26. 
The set and run crew are 

entirely student-built and 
operated.

Lawson praised the 
cast’s professionalism 
and collaboration.

“This cast has been so 
prepared and thought-
ful,” she said. “They’ve 
brought their own 
creative ideas to the table 
— some moments in the 
show are directly in-
spired by their input. It’s 
been amazing watching 
them bring the ‘players’ 
to life and build real rela-
tionships onstage.”

“Pippin” runs Nov. 7–9 
in Walker Auditorium.

“Come see Pippin! It’s 
gonna be lit,” Lawson 
said.

Rethinking  
Fall cleanup

The new fall clean-
up

The almost 
two-month drought 
has made the exuber-
ance of fall color all 
the more enchanting. 
How remarkable are 
the oaks this year, with 
their jewel-tone shades 
of deep red and reddish 
orange.  You might not 
have been able to dif-
ferentiate between oaks 
when all the leaves were 
all green, but now the 
swamp oak is distinct 
in color from the red, 
white or pin oak. 

The pinkish purple of 
the almost translucent 
mapleleaf viburnum 
leaf makes up in color, 
if not quantity, what 
the gaudy burning bush 
used to accomplish on 
our property.  I spotted 
a small volunteer Nyssa 
sylvatica by its shock-
ingly brilliant red color, 
Pantone number 180, to 
be exact.  Its seed may 
have traveled along with 
a mountain laurel we 
planted over a decade 
ago. 

By now, you know to 
leave the leaves on the 
ground and not sweep 
them up. It might seem 
untidy, but these leaves 
are the winter home for 
caterpillars and other 

beneficial insects that 
will feed baby birds 
when they hatch in 
spring.  Turn your atten-
tion instead to another 
kind of fall clean up.  

With many of the 
leaves gone, you can 
now clearly see the 
lingering leaves and 
berries of the invasives 
that are causing harm to 
your soil and trees. It is 
peak burning bush sea-
son; their scarlet leaves 
signal you to them.  The 
smaller ones — less than 
2 feet high — are easily 
pulled out of the ground 
with roots intact.  Same 
for the pale-yellow 
leaves of bittersweet 
vine running vertically 
on trees — pull them 
out and observe the 
orange roots. 

Pulling after a rain is 
always easiest. After a 
hard frost, we will need 
to move on to other 
tasks, as plant roots 
might easily snap off 
from the stems, remain 
in the ground and re-
grow.  Our next window 
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for pulling will be the 
spring thaw.

If you feel ambitious, 
the bright red berries on 
bittersweet and burning 
bush — as well as those 
on barberry and multi-
flora rose — scream for 
your attention.  These 
will require a gloved 
hand and secateurs or 
loppers. Add the berries 
to your fireplace or a 
winter bonfire so that 
they don’t have a chance 
to germinate.  

The abundance of 
berries on our native 
shrubs and trees this 
year is quite the bird 
buffet. A few weeks ago, 
the migrating birds were 
stocking up on aronia 
berries while here, in 
a friend’s backyard, a 
hedge of gray dogwood 
was stripped of its white 
berries overnight.  The 
rest they seem to spare 
for the over-wintering 
birds, who here at least 
will have dogwood, 
winterberry and the 

American holly that the 
robins will strip bare in 
early March.  

All of these are native 
and most of them were 
planted by us.  I have 
written in a previous 
Ungardener column of 
the science behind why 
native berries are criti-
cal sustenance for over-
wintering and migrating 
birds (“Birds in a Candy 
Store,” January 2024) 
and why the berries 
on the pervasive and 
invasive barberry, bitter-
sweet, burning bush and 
multiflora rose do not 
provide our feathered 
friends with the fats and 
proteins they require to 
survive. 

Leaving leaves, 
removing invasives and 
planting natives that 
grow food for birds — 
these are the new fall 
chores. Have a won-
drous autumn season!

Dee Salomon ‘un-
gardens’ in Litchfield 
County.

...fall cleanup
Continued from previous page
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Northern Red Oak

Native Dogwood berries

How to fish with a bad hip
Tangled 
lines
PaTrick L. 
sullivan

I’ve got news.
First the bad news:
I am having my 

right hip replaced in 
about a month. Even 
more annoying, I have to 
be nicotine-free for this, 
so I am quitting cigars, 
which is making me very 
grouchy. More so than 
usual.

It’s certainly for the 
best and will make my 
mother, my dentist, and 
the general public happy. 
Plus the money I save 
can be spent on useful 
things, like more fishing 
stuff.

The procedure also 
counts as good news. By 
scheduling the surgery in 
early December, I should 
be off the injured reserve 
list by the time fishing 
gets going in the spring.

The half-decent news:
There’s been some sig-

nificant rain at long last 
and while the Housaton-
ic and Farmington rivers 
are fishable, the little 
blue lines are decided-
ly not. They were very 
low before last week’s 
rain and they dropped 
fast. The brook trout are 
stressed enough after the 

dry summer, so it’s best 
to leave them alone. 

This is a shame 
because I really enjoy 
prowling the small 
streams when the leaves 
are off, which I can’t do 
anyway because of my 
hip. Grrrr.

Also in the okay-for-
now file: the steroid shot 
I got in my hip Sept. 9 has 
kicked in and I have been 
moving around almost 
normally for a few weeks.

Almost normal is not 
the same as normal. It 
flares up every so often, 
and I have taken to going 
about with a cane, just in 
case.

Still, it was possible 
last week, before the rain, 
to go over to the Black-
berry, which was fishable 
in spots and was stocked 
recently

I took a whack at 
the big pool at the dam 
at Beckley Furnace, a 
venture that requires a 

short, mostly level walk 
and the bare minimum of 
wading.

I caught half a dozen 
cookie cutter hatchery 
rainbows, all on small 
weighted nymphs like 
Zug Bugs, Bread and But-
ters and Surveyors, size 
16-20.  After an hour or 
so I declared victory and 
packed it in.

It was actually kinda 
boring but at this point 
I have to take what I can 
get.

Surgery is Dec. 2, and 
the doc says full recov-
ery is six months. Other 
informed opinion says it’s 

more like three months, 
and blatantly anecdotal 
opinion has me leaping 
around like a pescatorial 
Nureyev in a matter of 
weeks.

So my autumn plans 
are all but canceled.  I 
did not get to test out the 
isonychia soft hackle flies 
I got from some guy in 
Massachusetts, and only 
tried the switch rod rig 
Gary Dodson set up for 
me once in September 
when every step was an 
unpleasant adventure.

And if I meet you 
streamside I can’t even 
say “Have a cigar.”

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

This is a standard hatchery rainbow 
trout. They put up a decent fight, 
considering they grew up in a tank.

Our visit to the Borscht Belt Museum

Our trip to the 
Borscht Belt Mu-
seum at 90 Canal 

St., Ellenville, New York, 
was a delight.

The museum brings 
the Catskills’ golden age 
to life through many 
great displays — photos, 
articles, videos, items, 
and even entire rooms 
recreated to resemble 
those in the hotels and 
bungalows that once 
dotted the area.

We learned a great 
deal about the many 
resorts in Ulster and 
Sullivan counties that 
sprang up during the 
20th century. The history 
is truly fascinating. In the 
1920s, many Jewish New 
Yorkers sought to escape 
city life and found cheap 
land in Sullivan County. 
Eventually, about 1,200 
families established 
farms there.

They raised dairy 
cows and meat animals 
— such as chickens, beef 
cattle, lambs and veal — 
but not pigs. They also 
grew vegetables. Howev-
er, farming was difficult 
due to the area’s poor 
soil and the physical and 
financial challenges in-
volved. Middlemen often 
cut into profits, so many 
farmers began renting 
out rooms and outbuild-
ings, and feeding their 
guests.

These guests were 
treated like family and 
served wholesome food 

in generous portions, 
what they called “a full 
hand.” The farms had an 
abundance of meat, veg-
etables, milk and cream, 
and they made butter, 
sour cream and cheeses 
on-site. If a guest wanted 
another potato, they got 
one.

Soon, the farmers 
realized it was more 
profitable to grow hospi-
tality than potatoes. The 
resorts emerged — or-
ganically, you might say. 
It was one of the earliest 
“farm-to-table” hospi-

— tentatively named 
“Fort Lox” — featuring 
Jewish delicacies such as 
borscht, knishes, blin-
tzes, and bagels with lox. 
Both indoor and outdoor 
seating will be available.

The addition of food 
will make the experience 
even more enriching, 
and we plan to return. 
But don’t wait — check 
it out now and relive the 
memories.

ADVERTISE 
IN COMPASS
To advertise your 
event under the Arts & 
Entertainment banner, 
call 860-435-9873 or  
email advertising@
lakevillejournal.com
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Dancers at the Raleigh Hotel's teen club, 1950s-early 1960s. 

tality movements in the 
region.

Eventually, some 
resorts added entertain-
ment like music, danc-
ing, comedy acts and 
the famous Simon Says 
game. They even offered 
childcare using local 
teenage counselors. It all 
worked remarkably well.

These resorts became 
springboards for mu-
sicians and comedians 
who went on to build 
careers and perform in 
larger venues, including 
Las Vegas.

It’s all laid out won-
derfully in a charming 
brick building for visitors 
to explore and enjoy. 
Plans are underway to 
open a restaurant there 

Writer’s 
Notebook
Thomas Jensen
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	 NOVEMBER 6
Thursday Evening 

Ceramics Class
BES, 50 Main St., Millerton, 
N.Y.

Nov. 6 to 20 (3 Weeks), 
Thursdays at 4:30 p.m.

A fun handbuilding 
workshop suitable for 
both kids and adults, led 
by Erica Recto.

Sandipity/Words of 
Beauty 3 Week 
Workshop: Your Story 
in a Unique Form with 
Artist Fedora Maier
Mad Rose Gallery, 3 Main St., 
Millerton, N.Y.

Nov. 6, 13 and 20

Using the magic of 
lightboxes and different 
colors of sand, create 
imagery from your 
imagination that will 
then be printed. These 
images make great gifts 
of framed art.

	 NOVEMBER 7
Art is Freedom Exhibit

Gallery of Dreams, 156 Gay 
St., Sharon, Conn.

Opening day Fri. Nov. 7 
(through Sun. Dec. 28)

Hours Friday to Sunday 
noon to 5 p.m.

An exhibition of 18 local 
artists featuring painting, 
photography, sculpture, 
ceramics and artisan 
crafts.

First Friday Music
Congregational Church 
of Salisbury, 30 Main St., 
Salisbury, Conn.

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury will 
present its monthly First 
Friday Music program on 
Friday, Nov. 7, at 12 p.m. 
The Meeting House will 
open at 11:30 a.m. This 
month’s program features 
Kevin Dolan, also known 
as "The Old Guitarist."

PIPPIN – Hotchkiss 
Dramatic Association
Walker Auditorium, The 
Hotchkiss School, Lakeville, 
Conn.

Nov. 7 to 9, Friday & 
Saturday at 7:30 p.m., 
Sunday at 2 p.m.

Admission: Free and 
open to the public

The Hotchkiss Dramatic 
Association opens 
its 2025–26 season 
with PIPPIN, the Tony 
Award–winning musical 
by Stephen Schwartz. 
Directed by MK Lawson, 
this imaginative 
production follows 
Charlemagne’s son on 
a quest for meaning, 
blending powerful 
storytelling, music, and 
movement.

Banned Book Club
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

On Friday, Nov. 7 at 4 
p.m. the David M. Hunt 
Library and the Falls 
Village Equity Project 
will host a Banned Book 
Club. This month we will 
be discussing the book 
"Looking for Alaska" by 
John Green. Copies of 
the book are available at 
the library. This group 
is open to anyone high 
school aged and older.

Death By Design at 
Warner Theatre
Warner Theatre, 84 Main St., 
Torrington, Conn.

Opening night of the 
production of Death 
By Design, a murder 
mystery that's as 
hilarious as it is thrilling. 
Directed by Rob Urbinati.

	 NOVEMBER 8
In the Wake of Yes: 

Dance, Poetry & Piano
Stissing Center, 2950 Church 
St., Pine Plains, N.Y.

An evening of dance, 
poetry, and piano 
featuring choreographer 
Catherine Tharin’s In the 
Wake of Yes, a multimedia 
performance with film, 
music, and spoken word. 
Poet Alison Granucci and 
pianist Igor Ferreira join 
in this rich collaboration 
of local talent.

Ceramic Menorah 
Workshop
BES, 50 Main St., Millerton, 
N.Y.

9 to 11 a.m.

Use simple handbuilding 
techniques to create and 
decorate an heirloom 
menorah, which will 
be fired and ready for 
pick-up or delivery by 
December 1. Great for 
families.

Woodcrafts for a Cause
Irondale Schoolhouse, 57 S 
Center St., Millerton, N.Y.

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturdays and Sundays 
Nov. 8 to Nov. 30

Grow Against Poverty’s 
annual Woodcrafts for a 
Cause fundraiser returns 
to Irondale Schoolhouse 
weekends in November 
beginning Nov. 8. On 
sale are finely crafted 
woodworks by John 
Roccanova including 
salad bowls, platters, 
cutting boards, tea boxes, 
candle holders and toys. 
All proceeds go to the 
Kenyan programs.

Ben Goldsmith in 
Conversation with Dr. 
Joshua R. Ginsberg
Troutbeck, 515 Leedsville 
Road, Amenia, N.Y.

3 p.m.

Admission: Free with 
RSVP | Open to all

Join environmentalist 
and author Ben 
Goldsmith and Dr. Joshua 
R. Ginsberg, President 
of the Cary Institute of 
Ecosystem Studies, for a 
discussion on rewilding, 
restoration and the future 
of biodiversity.

Lunch and dinner 
reservations available 
before or after the talk. 
troutbeck.com/culture/
ben-goldsmith/

	 NOVEMBER 9
Wood and Felt Garlands

BES, 50 Main St., Millerton, 
N.Y.

10:30 a.m. to noon

In this all-ages workshop, 
we'll string colorful 
fall- and winter-themed 
garlands from wooden 
beads, felt shapes, dried 
fruit and other elements. 
Coffee and tea served!

The American 
Revolutionary War in 
the Northern Colonies 
with Thomas Key
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

On Sunday, Nov. 9, 4 to 
5 p.m., learn how key 
battles in the Northern 
Colonies set the stage 
for victory against the 
British and for George 
Washington’s rise to 
glory. Also hear why 
Benedict Arnold turned 
traitor and why captured 
British troops marched 
through Salisbury. 
Registration is required 
at scovillelibrary.libcal.
com/event/15545135

Jane Leavy Writer Talk
Hotchkiss Library of Sharon, 10 
Upper Main St., Sharon, Conn. 
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org

Baseball writer Jane 
Leavy will be at Hotchkiss 
Library on Sunday, 
Nov. 9 at 4 p.m. for a 
discussion and signing 
of her new book, "Make 
Me Commissioner: I 
Know What’s Wrong 
With Baseball and How 
to Fix It." This free event 
is open to all, and books 
will be available for 
purchase and signing. 
Registration is required: 
hotchkisslibrary.libcal.
com/event/15490919

	 NOVEMBER 15
Sites of Controversy: 

From Cornwall’s 
Memorials to the 9/11 
Museum
Cornwall Library, 30 
Pine St., Cornwall, Conn. 
cornwalllibrary.org

Nov. 15 at 5 p.m.

A talk by Jake Barton, 
founder of Local Projects 
and designer of the 9/11 
Memorial and Museum. 
Barton explores how 
monuments and 
museums can spark 
dialogue and reshape 
collective memory. 
Presentation followed 
by Q&A. Advance 
registration required 
at cornwalllibrary.org/
events

Book Signing with Author 
Matthew White
Johnnycake Books, 12 
Academy St., Salisbury, Conn.

4 to 6 p.m.

Designer and author 
Matthew White will be 
on hand to celebrate 
the launch of his new 
book, “New York Minute: 
Public Clocks That Make 
the City Tick” (Abbeville 
Press), a lavish ode to 
the unsung sentinels 
of the city: its public 
timepieces.

David Foster on the 
History, Ecology, and 
Future of the New 
England Landscape
Online.

Join us for CCT’s Annual 
Meeting featuring forest 
ecologist David Foster, 
Director Emeritus of 
the Harvard Forest and 
President Emeritus of the 
Highstead Foundation. 
Foster will discuss 
the history, ecology, 
and future of the New 
England landscape, 
drawing from his work 
with the Wildlands and 
Woodlands initiative and 
books such as Thoreau’s 
Country and A Meeting of 
Land and Sea.

Registration required. 
us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/
FOc0EpmvQnaIdJgiM5g 
D5g#/registration

Community Quilt 
Workshop with Natalie 
Baxter
Wassaic Firehouse, Wassaic, 
N.Y.

Nov 15, 1 to 5 p.m.

Join the Wassaic Project 
for a free afternoon of 
sewing with artist Natalie 
Baxter. Learn to design, 
cut, and piece a quilt 
square—no experience 
needed. All materials 
provided. The finished 
community quilt will be 
displayed at the Wassaic 
Project and raffled to 
benefit the Wassaic Fire 
Company.

In Search of the Whey: 
Tracking Down a 
Balkan Cheese on the 
Verge of Extinction and 
Why It Matters to Us in 
NWCT
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

2 p.m.

“In Search of the Whey: 
Tracking Down a 
Balkan Cheese on the 
Verge of Extinction and 
Why It Matters to Us 
in NWCT” with Babs 
Perkins. Perkins shares 
her 12 years of research 
and photography 
documenting traditional 
Balkan cheese producers. 
Cheese samples will be 
available after the talk.

Current Fiction Book 
Group with Claudia 
Cayne
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

Join Claudia Cayne on 
Saturday, Nov. 15, 4 to 
5 p.m., for a lively and 
informal discussion 
of the novel I’ll Come 
to You, by Rebecca 
Kauffman, "A warm-
hearted new novel 
about a complicated 
family" (The New 
York Times Book 
Review). Registration 
is not required. All are 
welcome. Copies of 
I’ll Come to You are 
available for loan at the 
Scoville Library while 
supply lasts. For more 
information, visit www.
scovillelibrary.org.

Address your calendar 
entry to calendar@
lakevillejournal.com  
by Friday at noon.
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Di�  cult
 5. Coarsely ground corn
 9. � ere’s one for the 

“world”
 11. Loved Romeo
 13. Sticky situation
 15. Pelvic areas
 16. An informal debt 

instrument
 17. Cannot be repaired 

surgically
 19. A device attached to a 

workbench
 21. Related on the 

mother’s side
 22. Sound unit
 23. __ Sagan, astronomer
 25. Utah city
 26. A disappointing 

e� ort
 27. Steal goods during a 

riot
 29. Wakes up
 31. Hair salon service
 33. Serenaded
 34. Looked intensely
 36. U.S. Air Force expert 

Robert F.
 38. A type of cast
 39. One’s duty
 41. Where golfers begin
 43. Make a mistake
 44. Semitic sun god
 46. Ancient Greek City
 48. Having had the head 

cut o� 
 52. A place to stay
 53. Unwise
 54. Most unnatural
 56. Dennis is a notable 

one
 57. Ointments
 58. Students’ exam
 59. Leaked blood

CLUES DOWN
 1. Brave
 2. Act of awakening
 3. Jest at
 4. Sandwich store
 5. Chapter of the Koran
 6. Dismounted
 7. Small vehicle
 8. Irked
 9. One who earns by 

disreputable dealings

 10. Monetary unit of 
Samoa

 11. Long, mournful 
lamentation

 12. Weight unit
 14. Alone, single
 15. Decreases
 18. Indicates beside
 20. Worn by exposure to 

the weather
 24. A body of traditions
 26. College students’ 

ultimate goal
 28. Amino acid
 30. Nasal mucus
 32. US government entity
 34. Swinish
 35. Legislative body in 

Russia
 37. Grant an exemption to
 38. Put in advance
 40. Satisfy

October 30 Solution

October 30 Solution

Sudoku

 42. Felt
 43. Mild yellow Dutch 

cheese made in balls
 45. Witnesses
 47. Picnic invaders
 49. Gasteyer and de 

Armas are two
 50. Ancient person of 

Scotland
 51. Cheerless
 55. Unwell

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.
Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.

Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 
Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

1. Clan or collective, e.g. Mohegan

2. What a nose knows

4. A pilot’s escape option

5. Voters cast their ballots

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

3. Unfair; rule breaker

Last week’s WotW

S             I          L           L          Y

S            W         E           E          T

S            H          A           D         E

S            P          A          C           E

S            C          A          R           E



PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

The shingled Washington bungalow built around 1910 at 53 Jameson Hill Road in the 

hamlet of Clinton Corners sold for $525,000.

Millbrook’s September real 

estate sales lacking high prices 

By CHRISTINE BATES

Special to the Millerton News

MILLBROOK — Sep-
tember brought a rare dose 
of affordability to the Town 
of Washington’s real estate 
market. All six single-family 
homes that changed hands 
during the month sold for 
under $600,000, with no 
seven-figure sales recorded.

This stands in sharp con-
trast to the 30 properties list-
ed for sale at the end of Oc-
tober, where 21 were priced 
above $1 million. Only four 
homes and seven parcels of 
land were listed below the $1 
million mark.

53 Jameson Hill Road — 3 
bedroom/1.5 bath home built 
in 1910 sold to Courtney Hun-
delt for $525,000.

26 Horseshoe Road — 3 
bedroom/1 bath split-level 
home sold to Alfred J. Dehors 
for $400,000.

32 Halcyon Road — 3 bed-
room/2 bath home on .23 
acres sold to Mariela Pelaez 
Cordova for $390,000.

3206 Sharon Turnpike — 2 
bedroom/1 bath ranch on 1.7 
acres sold to Cristina Alves 
for $418,000.

43 Rodrigo Knolls — 3 
bedroom/2 bath split-level 
sold to Marcus Gonzalez for 
$575,000.

126-128 Christian Hill 

Road — 2 bedroom/1 bath 
home on 2 acres sold to John 
Gearhart for $290,000.

*Town of Washington 
recorded real estate trans-
fers from Sept. 1 to Sept. 
30 sourced from Dutchess 
County Real Property Of-
fice monthly reports. De-

Historical Society 

elects new President 

at annual meeting

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — The Amenia 
Historical Society held its an-
nual meeting on Sunday, Oct. 
26, electing Judy Westfall to 
serve as president for a two-
year term.

Westfall provided welcom-
ing remarks and led the busi-
ness portion of the meeting 
when the additional election 
results were read. Walter Di-
etrich will serve a two-year 
term as vice-president, and 
Maureen Moore was elected 
to serve as Secretary. Trustees 
elected to three-year terms 
were Julian Strauss, Ericka 
Howard and Larry Havens. 
Two-year terms as trustee 
will be held by Deb Phillips 
and Vicki Doyle, and a one-
year term by Victoria Herow.

The program that followed 
featured local landscape artist 
Cliff Waldow whose paintings 
of local barns, charcoal fur-
naces and landscapes capture 
some of the town’s historic 
features as well as historic 
kilns dotted throughout the 
eastern seaboard. Waldow’s 
talk was titled “Scenes Behind 
the Paintings.”

Stories of the search for 
remote charcoal kilns that 
fired wood to make charcoal, 
essential to the iron industry 

over two centuries, engaged 
Waldow’s audience. Once the 
industry changed, the kilns 
were abandoned where they 
stood. As the years passed, 
Waldow found that clues 
about the locations would be 
found in the fragile memories 
of the elderly.

Waldow sought to lo-
cate forgotten stone kilns, 
frequently returning to a 
wooded mountainside nu-
merous times to locate a kiln. 
Some of these kilns became 
the subjects for his paintings, 
his interest in painting hav-
ing begun in 1951 when he 
was newly married and had 
moved to Florida.

Lime Rock has a signifi-
cant history in iron produc-
tion, with factories running 
around the clock with two 12-
hour shifts to meet demand.

Included in the display 
were Waldow’s rural scenes 
from the Amenia area, in-
cluding the old Chase Farm 
in Sharon, no longer standing, 
and his own Amenia Union 
home depicted as a slightly 
ajar rustic door leading to his 
basement.

Without formal art in-
struction, Waldow neverthe-
less managed to capture land-
scapes with clear authenticity.

“Painting was a challenge,” 
Waldow said.

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

Local landscape artist and charcoal kiln historian Cliff 

Waldow was the featured speaker at the annual meeting 

of the Amenia Historical Society on Sunday, Oct. 26. 

Newly elected President Judy Westfall joined him beside 

his painting of an open door at his Amenia Union home.

tails on each property from 
Dutchess Parcel Access. 
Current listings from re-
altor.com. Compiled by 
Christine Bates, Real Estate 
Advisor with William Pitt 
Sotheby’s International Re-
alty, Licensed in Connecti-
cut and New York.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN MILLER

Costumed paraders

Webutuck Elementary students ushered in Halloween 

with a colorful parade around the school parking lot 

on Friday, Oct. 31, delighting middle and high school 

students who lined the sidewalk to hand out candy. 

Right, Webutuck High School social studies teacher 

Kevin Kleespies let students pet his bear steed as they 

passed.
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OUR TOWNS

Real Estate

Email your classified ad to  
classified@lakevillejournal.com.

FALLS 
VILLAGE, CT

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 
8 TAG SALE IN THE 
BARN: 91 Main Street in 
Falls Village 10 to 3 pm. 
Please Park in town park-
ing available along Main 
St. Tools, wood working 
tools, bench, furniture, 
antique doors, out door 
planters, halloween and 
christmas decorations 
and much more.

TAG SALESTAG SALES

Each week The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News 
are produced locally by staff who live 
in the Tri-state area communities. 

It is a connection to YOUR communities and what is 
important to YOUR lives that make our publications unique.

Subscribe or advertise today!
circulation@lakevillejournal.com • advertising@lakevillejournal.com

Locally grown …

Your Independent, 

Locally Owned, 

Community Newspapers 

& Regional News Websitewww.TriCornerNews.com

THE MILLERTON NEWS

COMPASS

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit lakevillejournal.com/classified-ad

ClassifiedsClassifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$15 for the first 15 words or less. 50¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

HELP WANTED
WEATOGUE STABLES HAS 

AN OPENING: for a full time 
team member. Experienced 
and reliable please! Must be 
available weekends. Hous-
ing a possibility for the right 
candidate. Contact Bobbi at 
860-307-8531.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

DELUXE PROFESSION-
AL HOUSECLEANING: 
Experience the peace of 
a flawlessly maintained 
home. For premium, de-
tail-oriented cleaning, call 
Dilma Kaufman at 860-491-
4622. Excellent references. 
Discreet, meticulous, trust-
worthy, and reliable. 20 
years of experience cleaning 
high-end homes.

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 
House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

SNOW PLOWING: Be Ready! 
Local. Sharon/Millerton/
Lakeville area. Call 518-
567-8277.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

LOCAL EDITOR WITH 30 
YEARS EXPERIENCE OF-
FERING PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES: to writers work-
ing on a memoir or novel, 
or looking for help to self 
publish. Hourly rates. Call 
917-331 2201.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut

REAL ESTATE
:General Statutes 46a-64c 

which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale or 
rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

HOUSES  
FOR RENT

SHARON, 2 BD/ /2BTH 1900 
SQFT HOME: on private Es-
tate-Gbg, Water, Mow/plow 
included. utilities addtl. 
Please call: 860-309-4482.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

SPECTACULAR OUTLOOK/GREAT PRIVACY AT THIS MID CENTURY 1 FLOOR RESIDENCE, JUST 
MINUTES FROM SALISBURY AND MILLERTON (NY). A FEW MILES FURTHER GETS YOU TO 

METRO NORTH AND BEYOND. THIS WONDERFUL 3 BEDROOM, 3+ BATH HOME HAS LOTS OF 
GREAT WALL SPACE, GREAT LIGHT, & GREAT VIEWS.  EASY OUTSIDE MAINTENANCE. 

Open living spaces; spacious hall ways; room-by-room radiant heating; large windows; great light; last century décor 
areas;  great views from all main rooms;  3200 sft. living; backup power system; high quality technical, mechanical, 
and structural elements.  OFFERED AT $1,995,000.

ADDITIONAL HIGHLIGHTS:
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FREEFREE 
In-Home In-Home 
ConsultationConsultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

BUY MORE
SAVE MORE

1-5 shades: 20%
6-10 shades: 25%

11 or more: 30%
*Excludes Lutron 

& Hunter Douglas
Good until 11/30/25

Building/Remodeling

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Winter Months Are Perfect For:
Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns 

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR  
OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

When you need  
to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Insulation

Painting

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Tree Service

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

MADSEN
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673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating

71
Years

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Tree Care • Tree Removal • Tick Spraying

applewoodtreecare@yahoo.com
860-733-2020

Jason Bresson
J. Phillip Bresson

CT arborist license# 62658, NY pest license# CO-653231
CT arborist license# 65653

B-2580

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She­  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com or  

millertonnews.com to purchase  

a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you  

this directory of Specialists  

in print and online. 

From Automobiles to  

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fingertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you find the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

(860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM
Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 

Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

PAINTING
PATIOS 

LAWN MOWING 
WOOD CLEARING 
SNOW PLOWING
LAWN FERTILIZER

HANDYMAN WORK
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

EXCAVATION

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

Generators

Electrical Contractor

Sharon Electric LLCSharon Electric LLC
www.sharonelectriccompany.kohlergeneratordealer.com

GENERATORS

Sales, Service, Installations
Salisbury, Connecticut 06068 88860-435-9683

Sharon Electric LLCSharon Electric LLC

Salisbury, CT 06068
sharonelectric86@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Residential & Commercial
NEW CONSTRUCTION,  

RENOVATIONS, SERVICE UPGRADES

88860-435-9683
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