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Stanford’s Haunted 

Fortress gearing up 

for opening day

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

The haunted pirate ship marks the spot where groups of visitors 

are paired with their ghastly guides for the remainder of the 

Haunted Fortress tour in Stanford.

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

STANFORD — Greg Arent led 
a devoted team of volunteers on 
Sunday, Sept. 28, in a final push 
to prepare Stanford’s Haunted 
Fortress for opening day.

Final touches included cleaning 
the bottomless pit, scrubbing the 
pirate ship, raking the graveyard 
and dressing the dolls. By 2 p.m., 
about 20 volunteers had assem-
bled to creepify the beloved local 
landmark.

Many of the volunteers have 
been coming back for years, Arent 
said, dedicating time and valuable 
skills to the town-owned haunted 
house that was constructed by the 
artist Peter Wing. 

Arent has been building sets in 
his free time for forty years, but he 
started out volunteering with the 
Haunted Fortress in 2014 when his 
children wanted to get involved, 
he said. At that time he would help 
out one or two days a year. That 

grew into a leadership position 
over the course of a decade.

On Sunday, Arent was touring 
the decrepit grounds checking 
light bulbs, soundtracks and other 
set details to contribute to that 
perfect spooky ambience. 

When it’s all said and done, the 
Fortress will be ready to welcome 
visitors starting on Friday, Oct. 
3, with shows running from 6:30 
to 9:30 p.m. on Fridays and Sat-
urdays and 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on 
Sundays.

The Haunted Fortress is en-
tirely staffed by volunteers, Ar-
ent said, including the actors that 
don costumes to scare visitors. 
Anybody aged 6 and up can vol-
unteer to act in the horror show, 
and families often will volunteer 
to take over a scene.

“I love it because every scene is 
different every night,” Arent said. 
“Sure there are going to be vam-
pires in this scene, but this fam-

Bennett Park grand opening set for Oct. 5

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — The Village 
announced a leadership change at 
the Highway Department on Fri-
day following the resignation of 
Superintendent Peter Dellaghelfa. 
Police Chief Joseph Olenik will 
step into the role, effective im-
mediately, officials said.

Olenik will continue to serve as 
Police Chief.

 The decision was made Friday, 
Sept. 26, during an emergency 

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

NORTH EAST — For John and 
Kristen King, moving to the coun-
tryside and raising their children 
on a vineyard was the ultimate 
dream. But after purchasing a 36-
acre property in Millerton and try-
ing to make their vision financially 
sustainable, that dream now hangs 
in the balance amid a years-long 
zoning review in a town that’s pri-
oritizing a thorough process over 
expedition.  

meeting of the Board of Trustees 
following Dellaghelfa’s resigna-
tion. 

Mayor Jenn Najdek said the 
“amicable split” with Dellaghelfa 
was part of an ongoing annual 
employee review process, adding 
that turnover is not uncommon 
in small municipalities. She ex-
pressed her gratitude for Della-
ghelfa’s service over the last four 
years. 

The Board went into Executive 
Session on Aug. 26 and Sept. 9 for 
“matters leading to the appoint-

One family’s vision

In 2023, John King began tour-
ing dozens of agricultural proper-
ties on the market in the region, 
but kept coming back to Millerton. 
The deal was sealed when he drove 
his wife up the hill to a 36-acre par-
cel on Route 44/22 and Smithfield 
Road and the couple took in its 
sprawling, bucolic view.

“That was it for her,” King said 
with a smile. “My wife didn’t want 
to look at another property.”

The pair, who live in Harlem 
with their 3- and 4-year-old, have 

ment, employment, promotion, 
demotion, discipline, suspension, 
dismissal or removal of a particu-
lar person,” but village officials 
could not comment on the spe-
cifics of those discussions.

The leadership shift will allow 
the Village to “better respond to 
the changing needs of our resi-
dents and community,” announced 
the Board in a press release shared 
with The News. “The Mayor and 
Board are excited to see Joe expand 

been coming upstate for 20 years 
and say they’ve always had a soft 
spot for Millerton. “It was always 
our favorite Main Street to hang 
out on.”

While the idea of “King’s Winery 
& Vineyard” began to take shape 
in 2023, the official process with 
the Town of North East began this 
spring when the Kings submitted 
a petition to amend section 180-
40 of the zoning code. The change 
would expand “Country Inn” per-

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — Celebrating 
completion of the first phase in 
the historic development of Ben-
nett Park, a grand opening will 
be held on Sunday, Oct. 5, from 
2 to 5 p.m. at the park. An offi-
cial ribbon-cutting ceremony is 
scheduled for 2:30 p.m. on the 
Great Lawn.

The first phase has brought 
the creation of Millbrook’s larg-
est public green space. The project PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

Millbrook’s Bennett Park’s eastern portion has been open for 

several weeks prior to the official grand opening on Oct. 5.
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Forum examines 

changes in national 

news landscape

By PATRICK L. 

SULLIVAN 

patricks@lakevillejournal.com

SALISBURY, Conn. — Judy 
Woodruff, former anchor and 
managing editor of the PBS 
Newshour, said that her fel-
low journalists do tend to “live 
in a bubble” and need to get 
out into the country more, but 
pushed back on suggestions 
that national journalists are 
biased. 

Woodruff appeared at the 
Salisbury Forum at Salisbury 
School Saturday, Sept. 27. She 
was interviewed by Brian 
Ross, a veteran of television 
news with ABC News and 
NBC News (and a member of 
The Lakeville Journal board). 

Ross noted that he and 
Woodruff broke into national 
TV news about the same time 
and invited Woodruff to share 
some of the story of her career 
path. 

Woodruff said she was 
working in local TV news 
in Georgia and got to know 
Jimmy Carter when he ran for 
governor. 

So when Carter started 
running for the Democratic 
nomination for President 
for the 1976 election, she had 
what she thought was an in-
side track 

She told her bosses that 
Carter was worth their atten-
tion and was proved correct 
when he came in second in 
the New Hampshire primary. 

But being the third-string 
political reporter, she “got 
knocked off” the campaign 
but kept hanging around, de-
veloping contacts within the 
Carter team and playing in 
the softball games between the 
campaign staff and the press. 

It was during one of those 
games — “I was playing sec-
ond base” — that she met her 
husband, Al Hunt. 

Between her Carter con-
tacts and consistent pushing 
on her part she finally landed 
a job as White House corre-
spondent. 

She said it took a while to 
find her feet. “I had to play 
catch-up.” 

She said the Carter team 
came to Washington “believ-
ing they had the keys to the 
kingdom.” 

Having received minimal 
help from the Democratic 

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN 

Brian Ross, left, interviewed Judy Woodruff at the Salis-

bury Forum Saturday, Sept. 27. 

establishment during the 
campaign, they thought they 
didn’t need the party’s help in 
governing. 

“It was called the ‘Georgia 
Mafia.’ Carter relied heavily 
on his original team.” 

Woodruff gave Carter 
credit for the Camp David 
agreement between Israel and 
Egypt, a pact that has lasted to 
the present day. 

Ross asked about left-of-
center “groupthink” within 
the press corps. 

“It’s very competitive,” 
Woodruff said. “You want to 
get it right, get it better and 
you’d love to get it first.” 

She said she thinks news 
organizations pay too much 
attention to the White House 
“and not enough on the agen-
cies.” 

“We have given the White 
House the ability to set the 
agenda.” 

As to the groupthink, she 
said “It’s a hothouse environ-
ment, no question. I call it a 
‘bubble’. We don’t get out in 
the country enough and talk 
to people. 

“I do think there is a kind 
of groupthink that sets in,” she 
continued. “But if everybody 
else is reporting a story and 
we don’t…” 

Ross asked about the recent 
defunding of public televi-
sion and radio, and President 
Trump’s remarks about “left-
wing lunatics.” 

“Lumping us in with ‘left-
wing lunatics’ is absolutely not 
true,” said Woodruff.  

She said the PBS Newshour 
is “straight down the middle 
journalism. It’s in our DNA.” 

She said the loss of fund-
ing is a problem, and public 
broadcasting is reacting. 

“We are not calling it quits. 
We are here to serve the 
American people.” 

Ross asked about young 
journalists who are more fa-
miliar with new media such as 
Tik Tok and podcasts, which 
are heavy on opinion. 

Woodruff said “there’s 
nothing wrong with having 
strong feelings but we always 
need straight factual report-
ing.” 

So when she is asked about 
what she thinks about a par-
ticular issue, Woodruff said 
her reply is “That’s for others 
to say. I’m a reporter.”

Buckley family’s ‘Great Elm’ 

in Sharon lists for $4M

By DEBRA A. ALEKSINAS

Special to the Millerton News 

SHARON, Conn. — For 
more than a century, the 
Buckley family’s sprawling 
estate, known as “Great Elm,” 
has stood at the heart of Sha-
ron life, a gathering place for 
neighbors, world leaders and 
artists alike. Now, the circa 
1812 Georgian Colonial with 
its rare glass atrium is on the 
market for $3,999,000, draw-
ing both serious buyers and 
viral attention on Zillow Gone 
Wild. 

The sale, led by Cameron 
Smith, grandson of family 
patriarch and oil spectator 
William F. Buckley, Sr., and 
nephew to conservative icon 
William F. Buckley, Jr., marks 
the end of the family’s stew-
ardship of one of northwest 
Connecticut’s most storied 
homes. 

“It’s such a unique prop-
erty,” said listing agent Pels 
Matthews, broker/owner 
of William Raveis Lifestyles 
Realty in Washington Depot. 
“There is nothing like it in Li-
tchfield County. It reminds me 
of New Orleans, Charleston or 
Savannah.”  

The listing has already 
reached a national and inter-
national audience thanks to 
Zillow Gone Wild, a popular 
online feed that highlights un-
usual and distinctive homes. 

Great Elm’s soaring glass 
atrium and Buckley legacy has 
attracted thousands of com-
ments and shares, with readers 
marveling at both its historic 
pedigree and its dramatic ar-
chitectural centerpiece. 

The Zillow feed notes: “The 
only thing better than a house 
with an atrium is a house with 
an atrium with bedrooms that 
all have access to it so everyone 
can ‘retire to their quarters’ at 
the end of the night and guess 
what? This Sharon home has 
just that. Are we moving to 
Sharon now?? Hello??? Will 
Sharon be there??”  

“That has taken it to a 
whole different level,” Mat-
thews said of the viral Zillow 
exposure.  “I’ve got people call-
ing me from Europe, and all 
over the country.” 

Matthews noted that the 
estate is not just dramatic 
but is also incredibly livable. 
“The home can easily support 
multi-generational living or 
be shared by two families if 
desired, with the common 
atrium.” 

The viral attention reflects 
how the estate, once known 
primarily within Litchfield 
County and political circles, 
now resonates with a wider 
public fascinated by unique 
homes with deep stories to tell. 

Buckley family’s  
summer retreat 

Built in 1812, purchased 
by William F. Buckley Sr. in 
1923 and expanded in 1929, 
the house became the Buck-
ley family’s summer retreat. 
It later shaped the early life of 
Buckley Jr., who founded the 
National Review and emerged 
as a leading conservative voice. 
To accommodate the grow-
ing Buckley family, the home 
was converted to five condo-
miniums in the 1980s, three of 
which were occupied by Buck-
ley siblings until their death. 

Buckley Sr. died in 1958, 
Patricia Buckley in 2007, 
Buckley Jr. in 2008 and James 
Buckley in 2023. 

According to the listing 
by Willaim Raveis Lifestyles 
Realty, the home encompasses 
the majority of the original 
mansion and was renovated 
in 2013. 

The house, on 8.072 acres, 
offers eight bedrooms, seven 
full and two half baths, period 
pine paneling, historic wallpa-
per, Art Deco details, multiple 
fireplaces and private terraces 
surrounded by specimen trees. 

The atrium is the highlight 
and heart of the home, having 
hosted many elegant dinners 
and weddings over the de-
cades. The mature plants can 
be included in the sale.  

The home sits within a 
larger association that main-
tains shared amenities includ-
ing a 70-foot heated pool and 
tennis and paddle/pickleball 
courts. 

The estate is being sold by 
Smith, as his family’s presence 
in Sharon has gradually passed 
into history, he told Mansion 
Global in May 2024, when the 
house originally hit the market 
for $5.5 million under another 
brokerage. 

“Our generation, except for 
me, is no longer in Sharon,” 
Smith said at the time. “The 
home no longer provides the 
congregating place it used to. 
It’s no longer needed for it.” 

Where world leaders, 
neighbors congregated 
Though a national figure, 

William F. Buckley Jr. was 
deeply tied to local life. He sup-
ported the Hotchkiss Library, 
appeared at the Sharon Green 
fair, hosted organ recitals and 
opened Great Elm for musical 
evenings and fundraisers. 

His wife, Patricia, was cel-
ebrated as one of New York’s 
great hostesses, famed for her 
flittering parties that drew 
leaders in politics, the arts and 
business. At Great Elm, she 
carried that same spirit north, 
entertaining both Manhattan 
guests and Sharon neighbors 
under the soaring glass atrium.  

Over the years the estate 
welcomed figures such as 
Ronald Reagan, Henry Kiss-
inger, Margaret Thatcher, 
Tom Wolfe and Malcolm 
Muggeridge, as well as mu-
sicians and artists including 
harpsichordist Albert Fuller 
and pianist Samuel Barber, 
who performed in the house 
and nearby venues. 

The mix of statesmen, writ-
ers, performers and townspeo-
ple gave Great Elm a unique 
social rhythm, where interna-
tional debates might follow a 
neighborhood concert. 

Together the Buckleys gave 
the estate a dual role, a setting 
for cosmopolitan society and 
a lively hub of small-town life, 
until Paricia’s death in 2007 
and William’s in 2008. 

Gretchen Hachmeister, 
executive director of the 
Hotchkiss Library of Sharon, 
said the Buckleys’ generosity 
to the library extends to the 
grandchildren of William F. 
Buckley, Sr. 

“Several of them, organized 
by Cameron Smith, made gen-
erous gifts to our recent capital 
campaign and named our new 
conference room in William F. 
Buckley, Jr.’s, memory,” she ex-
plained. “His son, Christopher, 
recently gifted us a complete 
set of his humorous political 

novels, which have joined the 
collection of works of both 
Williams, Christopher and 
Priscilla.” 

Hachmeister noted that 
several years before she joined 
Hotchkiss, the library held a 
fundraiser called “A Bevy of 
Buckleys” and supporters 
dined under a tent at Great 
Elm. She also recalled that 
“Senator James Buckley was a 
frequent library patron.” 

Matthews noted that Great 
Elm is more than just a piece 
of real estate. “It is part of the 
local fabric of Sharon along 
with national political history.” 

A document known as 
the Sharon Statement was 
adopted on Sept. 11, 1960 by 
a group of 100 young conser-
vatives who convened at the 
Buckley home for the purpose 
of creating Young Americans 
for Freedom, which has been 
widely regarded by historians 
as one of the most important 
declarations in the history of 
American conservatism.  

“The Sharon Statement,” 
said Matthews, “is an impor-
tant credo in the conserva-
tive movement, and there is 
a large stone with a plaque 
on the property with the full 
statement.” 

For Sharon, the listing clos-
es one chapter of local history 
and opens another. For buy-
ers, said Matthews, it offers a 
chance to own one of the re-
gion’s most distinctive homes, 
anchored by its glass atrium 
and its place in American and 
cultural life. 

Whoever buys Great Elm, 
said Matthews, “will be inher-
iting that legacy.”

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY WILLIAM RAVEIS LIFESTYLES REALTY 

Great Elm, the childhood home of William F. Buckley, Jr., is on the market for $3.9 million. 

The atrium is the highlight and heart of the home, having hosted many elegant din-

ners and weddings.
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Historical Society talk considers 

18th century loyalist experience

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — Continuing 
observance of the 250th an-
niversary of the American 
Revolution, the Amenia His-
torical Society attracted more 
than 80 members, residents 
and friends on Saturday, Sept. 
27 at the historic Smithfield 
Church to hear a talk titled, 
“The Plight of a Loyalist in 
Revolutionary New York.” 

Michigan author, historian 
and genealogist Jay A. Camp-
bell presented a talk based on 
the journal of British loyalist 
Cadwallader Colden Jr., span-
ning the period of 1777-1779 
— a period of imprisonment 
and frequent periods of exile 
into a variety of remote re-
gions in New York, including 
Amenia.

With ancestral ties to the 
area, Campbell specializes in 
Hudson Valley history, and 
the stories of Revolutionary 
era families.

Colden Jr. was a Mont-
gomery, New York, surveyor, 
farmer, mercantilist and the 
son of a New York Lieuten-
ant Governor. His fortunes 
changed dramatically with 
the dawn of the Revolutionary 
War when he remained loyal 
to the British Crown. An ar-
rest came in 1776, just before 

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

One of a series of offerings to mark the 250th anniver-

sary of the start of the Revolutionary War, the Amenia 

Historical Society invited historian Jay Campbell to 

speak about the journal of a New York British loyalist 

whose movements in exile brought him into the local 

area. The talk was presented at The Smithfield Church 

on Saturday, Sept. 27, attracting a large audience.

the start of his journal. 
Part of the journal was 

written during Colden’s im-
prisonment in the jail located 
in the basement of the Kings-
ton Courthouse.

Colden’s father had been 
a surveyor of the Oblong, the 
disputed area of land between 
Connecticut and New York, 
settled by the Treaty of Dover. 
In his journal, the subject of 
the talk, Colden Jr., sought to 
explain his decision to remain 

loyal to the Crown, without 
actively opposing the move 
toward independence. He 
sought to remain neutral.

“What to do with people 
like Colden,” was a question 
that plagued the authorities, 
Campbell explained. His fa-
ther had been a well-respected 
intellectual and physician, but 
son was not much like father, 
instead becoming a farmer 
and merchant with a popular 
and necessary general store.

After being arrested for 
the second time and im-
prisoned for a few months 
in Fishkill, Colden was pa-
roled and sent back to his 
farm and store to continue 
his sentence at home on the 
honor system, a common 
pattern in those times. 

The stone home still 
stands, although it is now in 
overgrown ruins. It was sta-
bilized in 2012, but nothing 
has been done with it since, 
Campbell said.

In 1776, Colden’s daughter 
died, leaving two children in 
the household. “Family rela-
tionships were complicated 
back then,” Campbell ex-
plained as relatives came and 
went from the household.

“Conscience comes up of-
ten in Colden’s journal writ-
ings,” Campbell said. “He had 
made an oath to the King.” 

“The Revolution was more 
than a battle between patriots 
and redcoats,” Campbell ob-
served. “It divided neighbors 
and families over loyalties.”

“Colden had done a lot 
of good things in his life,” 
Campbell said.

The program was intro-
duced by Town Historian 
Betsy Strauss, who intro-
duced Judy Westfall, soon to 
assume the duties of Presi-
dent of the Historical Society.

Amenia Town Board 

votes to approve 

Silo Ridge settlements

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — The Amenia 
Town Board voted to approve 
settlement agreements with 12 
Silo Ridge property owners 
over disputed property tax as-
sessments dating back to 2019.

Owners of houses and 
condo buildings in the Silo 
Ridge Field Club luxury hous-
ing development began filing 
lawsuits challenging the as-
sessment of their properties 
in 2019, refiling each year to 
challenge every tax assess-
ment since. 

The settlements approved 
by Town Board members will 
resolve most of the pending 
litigation, Attorney Shane 
Egan said. Egan serves as the 
town’s attorney in tax cases, 
and has represented the town 
in court while the lawsuits 
were pending. 

The settlement agreements 
were approved at a regular 
meeting of the Town Board on 

Thursday, Sept. 18. Copies of 
the settlement agreements are 
available to view on the town’s 
website at ameniany.gov as part 
of the packet of documents sub-
mitted for the meeting. 

Tables contained in the 
settlement documents detail 
reductions in assessed value 
ranging from 10% to 30% over 
the next three years for each 
property. 

The settlement agreements 
are still pending approval from 
the Webutuck School Board 
and the Dutchess County tax 
attorney, Egan said, which 
could take a few more weeks, 
though final approval is ex-
pected in mid-October.

Egan expressed confidence 
that these settlements will 
bring an end to the years-
long saga that has embroiled 
the town in court proceedings 
over the contested tax assess-
ments. “Board members ap-
proved the terms because they 
believed them to be favorable 
to the town,” Egan said.

Millbrook Library  

to dedicate native 

garden Oct. 4

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — Situat-
ed at the Millbrook Library 
on the very spot where a 
1953 garden was planted 
by the Millbrook Garden 
Club as a memorial to the 
prominent Flagler family, a 
new native pollinator gar-
den has been planted by the 
Millbrook Garden Club.

The new garden will be 
dedicated at a celebration 
ceremony on Saturday, Oct. 
4, at the library from 4 to 
5:30 p.m. The library asks 
that those interested in at-
tending register in advance 
using the library’s website.

The garden project was 
underwritten by the li-
brary’s Friends using funds 
raised during the Holiday 

Silent Auction and ongo-
ing book sale. A grant from 
the Millbrook Garden Club 
also supported the project.

The garden was planted 
by Perfect Nature Land-
scaping Inc., of Millbrook, 
and designed by local land-
scape designer Andrew 
Durbridge.

The new garden is al-
ready registered with the 
worldwide Pollinator Path-
way program that promotes 
the planting of native plants 
to provide sustenance and 
habitat for native insects 
and birds.

The Millbrook library 
also participates in the 
global Sustainable Librar-
ies Certification Program, 
furthering the efforts to-
ward environmental stew-
ardship.

Spooky season and beyond: A roundup of local fall fun

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — The 
leaves are falling, Irving Farm 
is serving its seasonal Maple 
Pumpkin Chai and corn maz-
es are “cropping” up across the 
area. Fall fanatics can enjoy a 
variety of events and outings 
throughout eastern Dutchess 
County to celebrate the start 
of “Spooky Season.”

Here’s a sampling to get 
you started:

Oktoberfest Weekend at 

Back Bar Beer Garden

Oct. 3-5

2947 Church St, Pine Plains
Say “Ein Bier, bitte” at 

the upcoming Oktoberfest 
celebration at the Back Bar 
Beer Cabin in Pine Plains. En-
joy live music, German food 
specials and seasonal beers. 
Lederhosen not required.

“Spooky Month” at the 

NECC Farmer’s Market

Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25

Veteran’s Park, Millerton
Saturdays in October will 

be “spooky!” Visitors can en-
joy fall-themed crafts — think 
glittery spider webs — and a 
tarot card reader. Halloween 
festivities will arrive early 
on Oct. 25, with costumes 
encouraged and kids invited 
to Trick-or-Treat around the 
vendors’ tables.

Soukup Farms 

Harvest Festival

Oct. 4–Nov. 1

271 Halls Corners Road,
Dover Plains

Typically known for their 
maple syrup, this fall you can 
expect hayrides to the pick-
your-own pumpkin patch, 
corn maze, and family-friend-
ly activities at this nearby, 
third-generation family farm. 

Festival hours are Saturdays 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sundays 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m., and Columbus 
Day/Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Willow Brook Farm’s 

Corn Maze and 

Haunted Happenings

Oct. 12, Nov. 1

196 Old Post Road 4, Millerton
The legendary corn maze 

is open Thursdays through 
Mondays from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. On Oct. 12, enjoy pump-
kin tic-tac-toe, paint-your-
own pumpkins, mocktails 
from Elite Mobile Bar and 
adoptable pups from Bleu’s 
K9 Rescue.

On Nov. 1, the farm will 
host a haunted corn maze, 
decked out with spooky de-
cor. Visitors can also shop 
cider donuts and fresh pump-
kins, gourds and other fall 
harvest during regular oper-
ating hours.

Haunted Fortress 

of Standford

11 Creamery Road, Stanford
The Peter Wing-designed 

haunted attraction draws 

thousands of visitors every 
year to delight in a wholesome 
“creep fest,” as described by 
volunteer and Haunted For-
tress Committee member 
Greg Arent. The fortress will 
be welcoming visitors again 
this October on Fridays and 
Saturdays from 6:30 to 9 p.m. 
and on Sundays from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Sensory friendly 
shows will be offered on Sun-
day, Oct. 5, and Sunday, Oct. 
19, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Haunted History 

Ghost Tours

Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome
9 Norton Road, Red Hook, NY

Guided ghost tours are 
available on Fridays this 
month at the Old Rhinebeck 
Aerodrome. Visitors can hear 
chilling tales of lost pilots, 
tragic adventures and eerie 
happenings as they explore 
the grounds on a 70-minute 
walking tour. Tours run every 
Friday night with four time 
slots available — 6, 6:30, 7:15, 
and 7:45 p.m. Advanced tick-
ets are required.

Evergreen Cemetery 

Lantern Tours

Oct. 17 and 19

19 Maple Street, Pine Plains
Presented by the Little 

Nine Partners Historical 
Society, this annual guided 
cemetery tour combines local 
history and storytelling with 
the backdrop of the town’s 
historic burying ground. In 
collaboration with Pine Plains 
Free Library and the Stissing 
Center, actors will bring to 
life the lives of a Revolution-
ary War militia man, a Black 
farmer from Virginia, a soci-
ety matron and more.

Rose Hill Farm

14 Rose Hill Farm, 
Red Hook, NY

With a taproom, cidery 
and food vendors, this or-
chard is a vibe with some-
thing for adults and kids 
alike. Pick plums, pump-
kins and nine varieties  
of apples.

Fishkill Farms

9 Fishkill Farm Road, 
Hopewell Junction, NY
Pick sustainably grown 

apples, ride a wagon 
through the fields, explore 
the corn maze, and enjoy 
live music and hard cider 
from the Treasury Cider 
Bar. Tickets are required.

Barton Orchards

63 Apple Tree Ln, 
Poughquag, NY

Experience live music, 
seasonal festivals, family-
friendly activities and 
farm adventures across 
three venues: the Tap 
Room, Harvest Lounge 
and Sound Garden. 

Apple picking all season long

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Millerton’s Willow Brook Farm is once again hosting its annual corn maze just north 

of the Village of Millerton.

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

The result of generous volunteer efforts, the Mill-

brook Library pollinator garden will be officially 

dedicated on Saturday, Oct. 4.
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Worship Services
Week of October 5, 2025

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

Livestream at 10:30 found at
www.trinitylimerock.org

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Millerton United  
Methodist Church

6 Dutchess Avenue, P.O. Box 812
Millerton, NY 12546

Services on the 1st & 3rd Sunday  
of each month at 3:00 P.M.

518-789-3138

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

Rev. Dr. Johan Johnson, 
 Priest-in-Charge

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, October 12 at 10:30 a.m.

CCRRUUEELLTTYY  AANNDD  KKIINNDDNNEESSSS  
IINN  SSAALLIISSBBUURRYY::    

TThhee  MMoorraavviiaann  MMiissssiioonnaarriieess  iinn  11770000

 For information, contact Jo Loi  
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gatesl

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church  

40 Leedsville Road 
Amenia Union, NY

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE

Visit our website for links
Rev. AJ Stack
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com 
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
8:00AM - Worship Service  

2nd & 4th Sunday  
“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”

 The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-824-5534

canaanct-umc.com
canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

OBITUARIES

Send obituaries 
to johnc@lakevillejournal.com

In Appreciation

Jim Dresser

For more obituaries, see Page A6

James van Benschoten Dresser

SALISBURY, Conn. — 
On Sept. 22, 2025, James van 
Benschoten Dresser passed 
away peacefully at his home 
in Salisbury. He was 83.

Born in New York City, 
to Elizabeth Jenks Dresser 
and James van Benschoten 
Dresser, Jim spent his youth in 
Bermuda and moved with his 
mother to Salisbury upon his 
parent’s divorce.  He earned 
a scholarship to Salisbury 
School that Jim considered 
transformative, giving him 
the brotherhood and direc-
tion he needed to flourish.   
This resulted in a passion 
for education and a commit-
ment to make things better 
for those less fortunate that 
would blossom into action in 
his later years.

Jim followed a lengthy 
family tradition to attend 
Wesleyan University where 
his interests broadened to 
include the state of the union 
and those who could improve 
it.  His dedication to Wesleyan 
and its sports never wavered 
and as Chairman of the Board, 
he raised substantial funds in 
support of both.    After col-
lege, Jim spent a stint in Air 
Force Intelligence in south-
east Asia.   He picked up a 
correspondence law degree 
(ever the learner), met his 
first wife, Patricia Van All-
man, later moving with her 
to Boston and joyfully adding 
their son, Clay, to the family 
unit.   He attended Harvard 
Business School and the 
Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy.  Upon graduation, 
he joined the fledgling Bos-
ton Consulting Group (BCG) 
where he helped to make it 
grow into the multi-national 
powerhouse it is today.  He 
married a second time to Evan 
Crosby and retired early from 
his role as Chief Administra-
tive Officer to commit more 
fully to family and personal 
interests.

In retirement, Jim moved 
back to Salisbury and was 

elected selectman which put 
him in a special position to 
benefit heartfelt causes such 
as housing and education.  He 
had a firm belief that people 
such as nurses, teachers, 
plumbers, ambulance and fire 
volunteers etc. who provided 
valuable services to the com-
munity should be able to live 
in the community.  Thus be-
gan his quest to help with af-
fordable housing to make that 
possible.  As a member of the 
Salisbury Housing Committee 
(for rentals), he joined forces 
with motivated, forward 
thinking, creative minds to 
move the onerous process for-
ward.  He donated property 
and raised significant funds to 
build more affordable hous-
ing.  Jim also served on several 
boards that supported educa-
tion and other needs of the 
community.  He was never a 
passive participant – he threw 
body and soul into every com-
mittee he served on.

Happily, Laura Carlson 
met Jim through their affilia-
tion with the Salisbury Asso-
ciation.  At the time, they were 
both at loose ends and after 5 
years of dating, they married.  
They enjoyed a rich, loving 
life together for 18 years - too 
short a time.

Jim is survived by his wife, 
Laura, his son, Clay Dre-
slough (Dee), granddaugh-
ter, Ellie, his brother, Scott 
Dresser (Bonnie), and his sis-
ter, Marguerite Dresser (Mi-
chael Kluchman), niece and 
nephew, Elizabeth and Henry 
Dresser-Kluchman.

 In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions can be made to the 
Salisbury Housing Commit-
tee, PO Box 10, Salisbury, CT 
06068.  Jim will be smiling.

A celebration of Jim’s life 
will take place in July 2026, at 
his favorite place on earth, Mt. 
Riga and with a community 
he grew up with and loved.  
Details will be published in 
The Lakeville Journal as the 
time draws near.

Salisbury lost a great leader 
this week with the passing of 
Jim Dresser. Few can match 
his record of service to his 
town.

Jim grew up and attended 
school in Salisbury. Though 
his career, first in the Air 
Force and then in private 
business, took him all over 
the world, his Salisbury roots 
drew him back home.

His service to the town 
took many forms, from his 
12 years as a Selectman to his 
involvement in a wide range 
of nonprofit organizations, 
but we want to highlight his 
tireless work to address the 
issue of affordable housing.

Jim was a founding mem-
ber of the Salisbury Afford-
able Housing Commission 
in 2010 and served faithfully 
until his passing this week. 
His vision of a town where 
the people who work and 
volunteer here can also afford 
to call it their home pushed 
Salisbury to face its housing 
affordability concerns long 
before other towns in Con-
necticut even fully articulated 
the problem. Today, Salisbury 
is held up as a beacon of prog-

ress to neighboring towns, an 
example of how to wrestle 
with housing costs in a way 
that strengthens the fabric of 
the community.

But volunteer work was 
not enough for Jim! He really 
did “walk the walk” when he 
donated 5 acres of his own 
land, literally in his backyard 
at the time, to the Salisbury 
Housing Committee for the 
purpose of constructing af-
fordable rental units. Plans 
for Dresser Woods are well 
underway; the eventual devel-
opment will be a lasting legacy 
of Jim’s generosity, vision, and 
service to his community.

In a recent interview for the 
Salisbury Affordable Housing 
Commission’s monthly news-
letter, Jim spoke of “leading 
from the front.” As friends and 
colleagues, we were fortunate 
to follow his lead.

Jim’s passing leaves some 
big shoes to fill, but he has en-
sured we have the tools and 
the vision we need to continue 
his work, and it is an honor 
to do so.

Salisbury Affordable 

Housing Commission

Carol Kastendieck

SALISBURY, Conn. — 
Carol Kastendieck was born 
April 10, 1945 in Brooklyn, 
New York. She died on Sept. 
19, 2025, in Salisbury, Con-
necticut. She was the eldest 
child and only daughter of 
Miles and Clementine Kas-
tendieck, older sister to her 
brothers Jon and Richard, and 
beloved friend and mentor to 
countless others. 

Carol graduated high 
school from Packard Institute 
in Brooklyn, earned her BA 
at Indiana University and her 
MA at Carnegie Mellon. She 
had initially trained in clas-
sical dance, performing with 
the Metropolitan Opera bal-
let. However, during college 
she discovered a passion for 
the theater and would go on to 
have a rich and engaging ca-
reer as a director for theater, 
opera and musical theater. 

She directed and choreo-
graphed over 150 productions 
nationally, despite the chal-
lenges of being a woman in 
a profession dominated by 
men. Notably, she collabo-
rated with her mentor, direc-
tor John Houseman, and di-
rected Rock Hudson in “John 
Brown’s Body” in Los Angeles. 

Carol’s preferred play-
wright was Shakespeare and 
she was known to quote much 
of his work from memory. To-
ward the end of her career, 
Carol focused on teaching 

and mentoring young actors, 
directors and filmmakers. She 
taught at Juilliard, 
Hofstra, Carnegie 
Mellon, the River-
side Shakespeare 
Company School, 
the American Acad-
emy of Dramatic 
Arts, and SUNY 
Purchase. 

She ultimately 
retired from teach-
ing to care for her 
aging parents, for whom she 
always expressed the deep-
est gratitude and with whom 
she remained until their final 
days.

She did not have children 
and never married, but had 
meaningful and life-long re-
lationships with the friends 
and students she considered 
her adopted family. She was a 
faithful and beloved member 
of her community.

The Kastendieck summer 
residence was called The Mill, 
a historic 1744 grist mill they 
had renovated as a family 
when Carol was a child. After 
her mother’s death, she made 
Salisbury her home. She re-
tained fond memories and a 
lasting connection with the 
place and people there. 

Carol loved gardening, fol-
lowing in her mother’s foot-
steps, and drew inspiration 
from her gardener friends and 
the many adventures and con-

Russell James Riva, Jr.

CANAAN, Conn. — Rus-
sell James “Teter” Riva, Jr, 94, 
of 7 Beau Ridge passed away 
Thursday morning Sept. 25, 
2025, at his home surrounded 
by his loving family.  He was 
the husband of Caryl (Pen-
nekamp) Riva.  Teter and 
Caryl were married on April 
11, 1953 and celebrated 72 
years of marriage this year. 
In addition to his wife, Teter 
is survived by his son Russell 
P. “Rusty” Riva, his daughter 
Suzanne “Suzy” Riva, both of 
Canaan.  His nephew Louis 
“Buddy” Riva and his wife 
Pam of Canaan, Cagney Riva 
of Sheffield, Massachusetts 
and Cody Riva of Canaan.  
Teter was predeceased by his 
brothers Louis “Sonny” Riva 
and LeRoy Riva,  sister Cyn-
thia Riva, and grandson Tate 
Riva.

Teter was born in the for-
mer Geer Hospital in Canaan 
on Sept. 17, 193, the son of the 
late Russel James “Red” and 
Edith (Massini) Riva Sr.  After 
graduating from Housatonic 
Vally Regional High School, 
Teter earned his Bachelor’s 
Degree in Architectural En-
gineering from the Chicago 
Technical College.  He was 
drafted into the US Army 
and served during the Korean 
War with the Army Corps of 
Engineers.  

After serving in the Army, 
Teter and Caryl returned to 
Canaan where he worked as 
Forman in his parents store 
and eventually becoming 
President of C. A. Lindell 
& Son Inc. which included 
the hardware store, lumber 
yard, fuel oil, and John Deere 
equipment. Teter’s hard work, 
vision and foresight built a 
new hardware store, one of 
the first and largest drive 
through lumber yards on the 
east coast, expanded Lindell 
Fuels, Inc by building a com-
plex tank farm with fleet dis-
pensers, one of the first of its 
magnitude in New England, 
a full-service 24/7 HVAC 
and propane provider, and 
started an equipment rental 
company. 

Teter took after his father, 
who started out as a carpen-

ter, and built the Canaan Post 
Office and several homes for 
family and friends while run-
ning Lindell’s. Never one to 
remain still, Teter started his 
own construction company, 
North Canaan Builders, Inc. 
and partnered with Chris 
Carr to form Carr Riva Devel-
opers. Working with US De-
partment of Housing & Urban 
Development in Washington, 
DC and Connecticut Hous-
ing Finance Authority they 
developed, built and managed 
apartment complexes in Ca-
naan, Middletown, Windsor, 
Plainville, and Meriden Con-
necticut and Longmeadow 
Massachusetts. 

Teter thought of com-
munity as family and was al-
ways willing to lend a helping 
hand to anyone along the way.  
Among his many accomplish-
ments he served as a Scout-
master of Troop 22, Rail Road 
Historical Association, Board 
of Directors of Visiting Nurse 
& Hospice of Litchfield Coun-
ty in Bantam, Chairman of the 
Board at Geer Village Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center for 
45 years, and Board of Direc-
tors of the National Iron Bank 
for 48 years.

Teter loved fishing with his 
family on Twin Lakes, Square 
Dancing and Round Dancing 
with Caryl in Connecticut and 
Florida.  He was an avid golfer 
and a member at the Wyante-
nuck Country Club in Great 
Barrington, Massachusetts for 
48 years as well as Plantation 
Golf and Country Club for 42 
years in Venice, Florida.

Funeral services will be 
held at the convenience of 
the family.  A celebration of 
Teter’s life will be held at the 
Couch Pipa Post 104 South 
Canaan Road Canaan, CT 
06018 on Thursday October 
2, 2025 at 1:00 pm.  There 
are no calling hours.  Memo-
rial donations may be sent in 
Teter’s memory to the North 
Canaan Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps PO Box 178 15 North 
Main St. Canaan, CT 06018.  
Arrangements are under the 
care of the Newkirk-Palmer 
Funeral Home 118 Main St. 
Canaan, CT 06018.

versations they shared. She 
devoted a great deal of time 

and care to her own 
garden. She consid-
ered it her greatest 
creative opus and 
experienced it as a 
living ecosystem of 
sentient beings. 

Her creativ-
ity also manifested 
itself in whimsi-
cal sculptures and 
dramatic flower ar-

rangements. She was a fan of 
tag sales and always wore de-
lightful accessories and gave 
unusual gifts. She loved going 
to the theater or to the movies 
with friends, especially lead-
ing up to the Oscars. She also 
enjoyed throwing intimate 
dinner parties and having 
friends over for tea. 

Carol was a breast cancer 
survivor and faced increas-
ingly challenging health is-
sues, but rarely allowed these 
to impede her vision. In recent 
years, she made a practice of 
sending daily poems and in-
spirational messages.

Those who knew Carol 
Kastendieck describe her as 
a force of nature, with strong 
opinions and passionate devo-
tion to environmental causes. 
She loved life and had an ad-

venturous and joyful spirit. 
She was equal parts curiosity 
and determination, courage 
and delight.

She is survived by her 
brother Jon, her nieces and 
nephews and grand nieces 
and nephews, her family of 
friends, and her beloved cat.

Memorial Service details 
pending.

The Guest House  
by Jalal al-Din Rumi

This being human is a guest 
house. Every morning a new 
arrival.

A joy, a depression, a mean-
ness, some momentary aware-
ness comes as an unexpected 
visitor.

Welcome and entertain them 
all! Even if they’re a crowd of 
sorrows, who violently sweep 
your house empty of its furni-
ture, still, treat each guest honor-
ably. He may be clearing you out 
for some new delight.

The dark thought, the shame, 
the malice, meet them at the door 
laughing, and invite them in.

Be grateful for whoever 
comes, because each has been 
sent as a guide from beyond.

Taken from SELECTED 
POEMS by Rumi, Translated 
by Coleman Barks (Penguin 
Classics, 2004).

John Pond

LAKEVILLE, Conn. — 
John Pond, 88, of Lakeville, 
Connecticut, passed away 
peacefully at the Sharon 
Health Care Center on Sept. 
26, 2025. 

A graveside service will 
be held on Thursday, Oct. 2, 
2025, at 10 a.m. at Salisbury 

Cemetery in Salisbury.
A full obituary will be 

published to thekennyfuner-
alhomes.com

In lieu of flowers please 
consider a donation to a char-
ity of your choosing. 

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.
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“Skipping the whole fall colors thing really cleared up traffic...”

Saluting Salisbury 

Forum’s success

Almost 20 years ago in a packed chapel at The 
Salisbury School a television journalist famous 
for his coverage of national politics led a dis-

cussion on the question: “Can Democracy Survive the 
Media?” His name was Sander Vanocur, a prominent 
reporter whose contemporaries were other big names 
at political conventions in the 1960s:  John Chancellor, 
Frank McGee and Edwin Newman.  Vanocur was was 
one of the questioners at the first of the Kennedy-Nixon 
debates in 1960.

The Salisbury event back then in 2005 was brought 
to the Northwest Corner by a unique regional organi-
zation known as The Salisbury Forum, which now is 
celebrating 20 years sponsoring open discourse for a 
community hungry for thoughtful dialogue.

Last week, another prominent journalist, Judy Wood-
ruff, former anchor and managing editor of the PBS 
Newshour, was on stage at The Forum’s sold-out event 
at The Salisbury School. (Read Patrick L. Sullivan’s cover-
age on page A2.)  

For two decades, the Forum, a nonprofit, has hosted 
speaker forums that “foster a deeper understanding of 
issues that affect our lives globally and locally,” to quote 
its mission statement. 

As a community we are fortunate to be the benefi-
ciary of such a committed and valuable local organiza-
tion. The Forum is supported as well by other institu-
tions in our community that provide venues for the 
Forum’s event. Those include The Hotchkiss School 
and Salisbury School, The Moviehouse in Millerton and 
Housatomc Valley Regional High School in Falls Village.

For twenty years, forums — free and open to the 
public — have explored a wide range of topics that 
span the rural health crisis in the Northwest Corner, 
to discussions on food access, the future of journalism, 
the future of democracy, climate change, citizenship, 
pandemics, the future of books in an age of AI, as well 
as subjects related to science, politics and international 
relations. There seems to be no end to the survey of 
topics explored by the forums. And no limit to the level 
of sophistication of its speakers. They include scholars 
from many disciplines, diplomats, housing experts, 
award-winning actors of theater, film and television, 
environmentalists, filmmakers, art critics, theater 
critics, and on and on with speakers who illuminate 
the challenges facing America today in civic, political, 
scientific and cultural life. 

The Forum is an adult-ed course we receive for free, 
which connects us with ideas and draws conversation 
about the full gamut of Arts and Science of today’s com-
plicated world. 

We thank the Forum and its board for an indispens-
able service to the community. And encourage everyone 
to visit the Forum’s website to learn more about the 
people who make it happen and about the history of this 
nonprofit’s contribution to our community. 

Backyard gardens offer biodiversity 

— food for pollinator population

Dear EarthTalk: Why 
do eco-advocates consider 
backyard gardens so crucial 
to conservation?			 
— Paul Murphy, Butte, MT

Backyard gardens might 
seem like just a hobby 
or a way to make a 

home look nice, but they actu-
ally play a much bigger role in 
conservation. As cities expand 
and natural habitats shrink, 
small green spaces like home 
gardens can provide essential 
food and shelter for wildlife. 
This idea falls under garden 
ecology. This is a field that 
looks at how gardens function 
as ecosystems. Homeowners 
can make a real difference 
in supporting biodiversity 
by choosing the right plants 
and maintaining these spaces 
with care.

Backyard gardens help is 
by supporting pollinators like 
bees, butterflies and birds, all 
which rely on plants for food. 
In return, they help plants re-
produce. “Urban gardens can 
act as mini-refuges for pol-
linators, especially in places 
where natural habitat is dis-
appearing,” says Dr. Susannah 
Lerman, research ecologist 
with the U.S. Forest Service. 
First of all, without enough 
green spaces, pollinator popu-
lations decline. This then af-
fects everything from wild 

plant growth to food pro-
duction. Gardens also create 
small patches of habitat that 
connect larger green spaces. 
This makes it easier for wild-
life to move around safely.

PHOTO BY JOHN COSTON

Not all plants offer the 
same benefits. Native plants 
that naturally grow in a spe-
cific area are the best choice 
for conservation gardening. 
They require less water and 
maintenance since they’re 
adapted to local conditions, 
and they provide the right food 
and shelter for local wildlife. 
On the other hand, non-native 
or ornamental plants look nice 

but can do more harm than 
good, aggressively taking over 
native habitats.

Garden ecology research 
also shows that diverse gar-
dens help improve soil health 
and support a wider variety 
of species. A mix of trees, 
shrubs, and flowers at differ-
ent heights can create a more 
balanced ecosystem. The 
more plant diversity a gar-
den has… the more kinds of 
insects, birds, and small mam-
mals it can support. Some 
homeowners even participate 
in citizen science projects e.g. 
they can track the species that 
visit their yards to contribute 
to conservation research.

Making a garden more 
wildlife-friendly doesn’t re-
quire a complete overhaul. 
One can start by planting a 
few native species, reduc-
ing pesticide use, and letting 
part of their yard grow more 
naturally. Even small changes 
can make a difference. For ex-
ample, leaving fallen leaves for 
insects to hide in or providing 
a water source for birds. Back-
yard gardens may not seem 
like much, but when enough 
people take the right steps 
they become an important 
part of conservation efforts. 

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for 
the 501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk.

Double wedding, then a car crash 

The following excerpts from 
The Millerton News were com-
piled by Kathleen Spahn and 
Rhiannon Leo-Jameson of the 
North East-Millerton Library.

 October 4, 1934

‘Double Wedding Per-
formed Friday’; Miss Chris-
tine Hoffbeck became the 
bride of Arthur McGhee, son 
of Mrs. Catherine McGhee, of 
Millerton, and her sister, Miss 
Elda Hoffbeck, was married to 
Howard Wheeler, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Herbert Wheeler, of 
Wassaic, in a double wedding 
performed Friday evening in 
the Smithfield Church by the 
Rev. Arthur James, pastor. 
Both brides were the daugh-
ters of Mr. and Mrs. Nelson 
Hoffbeck, of Millerton.

‘Married Two Hours, Cou-
ple In Accident’; Married just 
two hours and leaving Mil-
lerton on a wedding trip, Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur McGhee suf-
fered minor injuries Friday 
night when their automobile 
was struck head-on by a car 
driven by Elisha Austin, of 
Winchell Mountain. Mrs. 
McGhee was formerly Miss 
Christina Hoffbeck, of Mil-
lerton.

The accident occurred on 
Route 22 in front of Sharkey’s 
Restaurant. Austin, arrested 
on charges of reckless driving 
by Police Chief Van De Bog-
art, will be arraigned in town 
court Monday night. 

‘About Millerton’; Robert 
Lane, proprietor of the local 
movie theatre, has made the 
Millerton school a splendid 
proposition. He has selected 
a subject taught in all the 
grades, written the name of 
the subject on a piece of paper, 
placed the paper in a sealed 
envelope, and the envelope is 
now resting in the school safe. 
When the six weeks report 
cards are issued the envelope 
will be opened and all pupils 
in the grades having 90 or 
above in that subject will be 
admitted free to the movies 
for one night. 

October 2, 1975

‘Downey Gains Nomina-
tion As Independent Candi-
date’; Edward Downey, a local 
attorney, has been nominated 
as an Independent candidate 
to seek a 4-year term as Coun-
cilman in the Town of North 
East. A petition signed by over 
70 Town voters was filed with 
the Dutchess County Board 
of Election on Wednesday: 
Downey was recently nomi-
nated for the same office by 
the Democratic Party.

“My Independent can-
didacy is a response to the 
many Republican and inde-
pendent voters who have ex-
pressed their support for me.” 
Downey stated.

Downey, a lifelong resident 
of the Town, was graduated 
from the Webutuck Central 
School, Union College and 
the Indiana University School 
of Law. He has also served 2 
years in the field artillery of 
the United States Army.

‘Manson To Head Ticket 
For North East Dems’; The 
North East Democratic Cau-
cus, meeting Sept. 25 in the 
Millerton Library community 
room, selected Willis H. Man-
son as candidate for Town 
Supervisor. Manson will face 
incumbent Frank Perotti, the 
Republican candidate. Sev-
enteen Town Democrats at-
tended the Caucus.

‘Boards To Take Up 
Comprehensive Plans’; The 
North East Planning Board 
began Wednesday evening, 
Oct. 1, with North East Town 
Board and Millerton Village 
Board members, to take the 

final steps in considering and 
possibly enacting a compre-
hensive land use and zoning 
plan for both the Town and 
Village.

North East Zoning Board 
of Appeals members were also 
invited to attend the meeting.

The Comprehensive Plans 
will have to be approved or 
rejected by the Town and 
Village Boards, after they are 
brought before a public hear-
ing.

Planning Board member 
Dave Sherman said of the 
complex plan, “The Boards 
have to be taken through it.”

No timetable has been 
established by the 2 Boards 
to consider the plans. Plan-
ning Board member Edward 
Downey said, “We want to sit 
down with the Boards and 
work out a schedule.”

Land use plans for the 
Town and Village were de-
veloped by the North East 
Planning Board with the as-
sistance from Dutchess Coun-
ty Planners.

October 5, 2000

‘Grey House Coming to 
NE, Hamilton Inn Moving’; 
MILLERTON—There’s some 
moving and shaking going on 
including one convert from a 
neighboring town. Millerton 
businesses,

At least one business on 
Main Street will relocate to 
accommodate the Hamilton 
Inn restaurant, and a Lakeville 
company will move into the 
current Hamilton Inn loca-
tion.

Grey House Publishing, a 
publisher of business, health 

and demographic reference 
books with offices now in 
Sharon and Lakeville, is con-
solidating offices and moving 
to North East, a press release 
from the company said.

Completing the musical 
chairs, North East Travel 
shifts over next door to what’s 
known as the Benedict House, 
the pale yellow house which 
hosts A Stitch in Time.

Massage Therapist Mat-
thew Schwartz said he has 
been allowed to stay on in the 
office spaces in the rear of the 
Platt A. Paine House.

‘NE-Millerton Library 
Will Dedicate Children’s 
Room to Sapersteins’; MIL-
LERTON — Refreshments, 
remembrances, a bronze 
plaque and new additions to 
a colorful mural: all are hap-
pening this Saturday at the 
North East-Millerton Library, 
as it holds a ceremony dedi-
cating the children’s room 
to the memory of Irving and 
Shirley Saperstein.

The occasion marks a gift 
by Susan Saperstein Rabin 
of a piece of land from the 
Saperstein estate, said library 
board of trustees President 
Carol Decker. The land will 
eventually be sold to benefit 
the library and its programs 
for kids.

The Sapersteins were a fix-
ture of the community since 
the 1940s, when they arrived 
in town and opened a shop 
next to the Village Diner. The 
store bearing his name at the 
corner of Dutchess Avenue 
and Main Street is owned by 
Irving’s son, Louis.

The views expressed 
here are not necessarily 
those of The Millerton 
News and the News 
does not support or 
oppose candidates for 
public office.

We accept gifts, 
grants and sponsor-
ships from individuals 
and organizations for 
the general support of 
our activities, but our 
news judgments are 
made independently 
and not on the basis of 
donor support.

Accepting financial 
support does not mean 
we endorse donors or 
their products, services 
or opinions.

Letters to the editor 

deadline is 10 a.m. 

Monday for that week’s 

publication. No more 

than 500 words. Send to 

editor@millertonnews.

com. Include town and 

phone number for 

confirmation.
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Realtor® at Large
For woodland owners, the 
CTDEEP has foresters who 
are willing to help on a variety 
of issues to keep both your 
forests and wetlands healthy. 
For example, a few issues are 
forest stewardship planning, 
wildlife habitat enhancement 
and reviewing with you if 
placing your woodlands in the 
490 Forest classification is in 
your best interest. For NWCT, 
please contact State forester 
Dave Beers,Western District 
Headquarters, 230 Plymouth 
Road, Harwinton, CT 06791 
860-424-3382 (office), david.
beers@ct.gov

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

jewelers, gemologists, appraisers

— Five Generat ions of Expertise —

With a global network of  clients McTeigue & Co. is able to pay highly 
competitive prices for your diamonds and precious jewelry. If  you have pieces that 

you are considering selling please contact us to arrange for a consultation.

— By Appointment Only  —

413-449-5275  •  mctandco.com  •  great barrington

BUYING GOLD, DIAMONDS
& ESTATE JEWELRY

est. 1895

EXPERT EVALUATIONS WHILE YOU WAIT  •  COMPETITIVE PRICES

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT  •  NO COST OR OBLIGATION

State OKs Hecate bid for solar 

project, triggering 60-day time clock

By JOHN COSTON

johnc@millertonnews.com

COPAKE — The 42-mega-
watt solar project planned for 
this hamlet has moved a notch 
ahead in the application pro-
cess at the state level, but it 
continues to face strong op-
position on the local level.

The New York State De-
partment of Public Service’s 
Office of Renewable Energy 
Siting issued a “complete ap-
plication” notice to Hecate 
Energy LLC on Friday, Sept. 
19. Since February, when the 
company’s application was 
dismissed, the state had issued 
two notices of incomplete ap-
plication based on filings by 
Hecate. 

The notice of complete ap-
plication triggered a 60-day 
period during which ORES 
can either issue a permit or 
deny the application.

Sensible Solar for Rural 
New York, a citizens group. 
said the state’s action to grant 
a complete application status 
shows “utter disregard” for 
the safety of the 1,400 stu-
dents who attend the Taconic 
Hills Central Schools in Co-

pake.
“We are dismayed that 

ORES has deemed the 
Shepherd’s Run application 
complete, without requiring 
an evacuation plan for the 
Taconic Schools in the event 
of fire,” wrote Sara Traberman 
of SSRNY. “We urge ORES to 
issue a permit denial, rather 
than a Draft Permit, in the 
next 60 days.”

“ORES ignored concerns 
not just of citizens but of the 
Copake Town Board, and in 
engineers’ reports filed on 
behalf of landowners which 
highlighted areas where the-
application was not correct 
or complete,“ Traberman 
adds.

Matt Levine, Shepherd’s 
Run’s project manager, said in 
a statement: “Hecate Energy is 
pleased to mark this key step 
forward in New York’s rigor-
ous renewable siting process.

“We understand the re-
sponsibility that comes with 
developing a project of this 
scale, and we are commit-
ted to meeting all regula-
tory requirements, engaging 
openly with the community, 
and delivering a project that 

balances environmental stew-
ardship with energy reliability 
and economic value for Co-
lumbia County and beyond,” 
he wrote.

The project has been a 
flashpoint for the town since 
it initially was discussed in 
2017, then envisioned as a 
60-megawatt solar farm to be 
located near the intersection 
of Routes 23 and 7. The proj-
ect was later downsized after 
the company lost control of a 
portion of the land designated 
for the project. 

In February, State Sen. 
Michelle Hinchey, D-41, and 
State Assemblywoman Didi 
Barrett, D-106, both expressed 
concerns about the project in 
letters to ORES and to Gov. 
Kathy Hochul, respectively. 

In his September mes-
sage to residents, Copake 
Town Supervisor Richard 
Wolf wrote: “As we wait to 
see whether ORES will issue 
a third notice or grant Hec-
ate a draft permit, we will 
continue to press our major 
concerns about the propos-
al, which include woefully 
inadequate screening with 
saplings instead of mature 

trees, lack of compensation 
for adjacent homeowners, 
clear-cutting of forested ar-
eas, and fire safety. Project 
components would be ad-
jacent to the Taconic Hills 
School campus.  There are 
no evacuation plans for the 
1,400 students, teachers, 
and staff; an access road to 
other areas of the proposed 
project crosses a stream, goes 
through wetlands, and is too 
narrow to permit passage of a 
fire truck should a fire occur.”

Besides opposition to 
the siting of the project in 
Copake, Hecate has faced 
headwinds in court. A Bra-
zilian buyout fund has filed 
a motion in Delaware Chan-
cery Court to intervene in 
a case involving concerns 
about Hecate’s financial sol-
vency. LCM Fund, a creditor 
to Hecate, filed a motion on 
Aug. 26, following a motion 
brought in the same court 
by another creditor, NEC 
VI, which loaned Hecate $82 
million and which is seeking 
a restraining order against the 
Chicago-based developer of 
solar, wind and energy stor-
age projects. 

Pet blessing and adoption returns to Amenia’s St. Thomas

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church will host 
its annual St. Francis animal 
blessing and pet adoption on 
Saturday, Oct. 4, from 10 a.m. 
to noon in Amenia. The cel-
ebration marks the Feast of 
St. Francis of Assisi, patron 

saint of animals and the en-
vironment.

Community members are 
invited to bring pets to be 
blessed by the Rev. AJ Stack. 
Furry, feathered and scaled 
friends should be leashed, 
caged or crated for safety. 
Those whose pets don’t travel 
well — or who want to hon-
or deceased animals — may 

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Katie Cariello, left, is wrapping up her first season as 

market manager for the North East Community Center.

Millerton Farmer’s 

Market set for 

‘spooky’ sales month

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — As the 
Northeast Community Cen-
ter’s farmer’s market heads 
into its final outdoor months, 
organizers say there are still 
a few tricks left in their bag. 
With autumn underway, the 
market will continue its new 
tradition of monthly themes 
to bring structure and fun 
to a season that doubles as a 
family-friendly outing, a place 
to meet friends and a chance 
to enjoy local music.

October will be “Spooky 
Month” at the market, and 
visitors can expect fall-themed 
crafts and maybe even a tarot 
card reader. Halloween will 
come early on Saturday, Oct. 
25, and Katie Cariello, NECC 
food programs coordinator and 
market manager, said costumes 
are encouraged. Kids will be 
invited to go trick-or-treating 
around the vendors’ tables. 

Looking ahead, November 
will be “Gratitude Month.” On 
Saturday, Nov. 8, the market 
will host programming in 
honor of Veteran’s Day and 
spend the month thanking 
their vendors and other com-
munity members. 

Cariello is wrapping up 
her first season as the mar-
ket manager and has enjoyed 
working with a small but col-
laborative team of vendors. 
“Our vendors are a tight knit 
group,” she said. “It’s always 
so lovely to see them collab-
orating together during the 
market.” Rather than compet-
ing for sales, Cariello and her 
team have observed a camara-
derie that sets the tone for the 
community-oriented market. 

For example, The Baker’s 
Wife — a small artisan bakery 
and mill in the Hudson Valley 
— has supplied bread to a few 
vendors so they can enhance 
the display of their products. 
You can also hear the vendors 
promoting each other, adds 
Cariello. 

Attendance has spiked and 
plateaued at different points 
throughout the summer, but 
NECC said attendance isn’t 
always a good indicator of 
sales, with some vendors 
selling out on days when at-
tendance was lower. Either 
way, Cariello and her team 
are grateful for the foot traffic 
through Veteran’s Park. “Cus-
tomers of all kinds, whether 
they are weekly, visiting or 
come through once a month, 
all bring value to the market.”

But it’s not all about the 
produce and food. Cariello 
said one of her favorite aspects 
of the market is actually the 
NECC crafts table. “A point 
of pride is when a kid asks to 
stay and color while parents go 

purchase their vegetables and 
baked goods,” she said. “I’m 
happy we have created a safe 
and inviting place for families.”

With eyes toward expan-
sion, NECC tested the waters 
this summer with a second-
ary market in Amenia, though 
the organization collectively 
decided there wasn’t quite 
enough momentum to con-
tinue with that initiative. 
“Launching a small town 
farmer’s market can be tough,” 
Cariello said, offering that 
while not entirely successful, 
there were positive aspects 
that came out of the pilot pro-
gram. “A lot of good ideas were 
generated and the experience 
will positively inform commu-
nity events moving forward.”

Cariello is grateful for the 
market’s longtime and new 
vendors and the relationships 
she has made in her first year 
at the helm. “They are the lit-
eral bread and butter of the 
program!” 

Accessibility remains a cen-
tral focus for the market, which 
continues to expand programs 
that make fresh, local food more 
affordable. Through the Double 
Up Food Bucks program, shop-
pers using SNAP benefits can 
double their spending power 
up to $50, turning $50 in tokens 
into $100 worth of market food. 
The market is also working to 
better support use of Farmers 
Market Checks, which are pro-
vided to seniors, WIC recipi-
ents and veterans. So far this 
season, the market is on track to 
redeem $1,000 in nutrition in-
centives — its benchmark goal 
— though organizers say more 
outreach is needed to ensure 
community members know 
these resources are available.

The NECC Farmer’s Mar-
ket is always on the lookout for 
new vendors. If interested, an 
application is available on the 
NECC website and prospective 
vendors can contact the market 
manager at farmersmarket@
neccmillerton.org. 

For more obituaries, see Page A4

OBITUARIES

LAKEVILLE, Conn. — 
Steven Willand, Jr., 97, of 
Newton, died Sat-
urday, Sept. 20, 
2025, at the United 
Methodist Com-
munities at Bristol 
Glen in Newton. 

Steven was born 
in Montclair and 
lived most of his 
childhood years in 
Fairfield. He gradu-
ated from Grover 
Cleveland High School in 
Caldwell, then proudly served 
in the United States Army 
during the Korean Conflict. 
He was the former owner and 
operator of Steven Willand, 
Inc. in Augusta until his re-
tirement in 1994. Steven was 
a longtime Sussex County 
resident, spending many years 
in Frankford Township and 
Lafayette.

Steven was a lifetime 
member of the VFW. He 
found peace outdoors, en-
joying bass fishing, fly fish-
ing in Montana, and hunting 
in his younger years. One of 

his true joys in life was living 
on the lake in Connecticut 

before returning 
to New Jersey. He 
had a love of coun-
try music and en-
joyed the simplici-
ties of tending to 
his vegetable gar-
den.

Steven was 
predeceased by 
his parents, Ste-
phen Willand, Sr. 

and Mae (Paige) Willand; his 
first wife, SophieAnn Wil-
land; and his second wife, 

Ruthmary Willand. He is sur-
vived by his children, Scott 
Willand and wife, Synda, 
and Suzanne Willand; his 
stepchildren, James, Mary 
and Richard Pellegrino; and 
his grandchildren, Sharyce, 
Statler, and Steffen. 

Arrangements are private 
under the direction of Smith-
McCracken Funeral Home. 
Steven will be laid to rest in 
Frankford Plains Cemetery. 

Steven Willand, Jr.

bring photos or ashes.
“Pet blessings have been 

an Episcopal tradition for 
many decades,” said Rev. 
Stack. “It’s a way to celebrate 
the beauty of creation and 
recognize the sacredness of 
all of creation.”

The drop-in event will 
also feature partner orga-
nizations like The Little 

Guild, The Animal Farm 
Foundation and Hope Ris-
ing Farm, with pets available 
for adoption throughout the 
morning.

The blessing will be held 
rain or shine on the church 
lawn and parking lot. St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church is 
located at 40 Leedsville Road, 
Amenia.

In lieu of flowers memo-
rial donations can be made 
in Steven’s memory to St. 
Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Pl, 
Memphis, TN 38105 or to 
Father John’s Animal House, 
50 Father John’s Lane, La-
fayette, NJ 07848. 

Online condolences may 
be offered at www.smith
mccrackenfuneralhome.
com.
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notice

Notice of Formation of 
Chocolate and Pines LLC.

Articles of Organization 
filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 
07/26/2025.Office location: 
Dutchess County.

SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to:Natalia 
Hurley, 108 Old Post Rd 
N, Apt 2, Red Hook, NY 
12571.Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

08-28-25
09-04-25
09-11-25
09-18-25
09-25-25
10-02-25

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
ESTOPPEL

The bond resolution, 
a summary of which is 
published herewith, has 
been adopted on July 17, 
2025, and the validity of 
the obligations authorized 
by such resolution may be 
hereafter contested only 
if such obligations were 
authorized for an object 
or purpose for which the 
Town of Amenia, Dutchess 
County, New York, is not 
authorized to expend 
money, or if the provisions 
of law which should have 
been complied with as of 
the date of publication 
of this notice were not 
substantially complied 
with, and an action, suit 
or proceeding contesting 
such validity is commenced 
within twenty days after 
the date of publication 
of this notice, or such 
obligations were authorized 
in violation of the provisions 
of the Constitution. Such 
resolution was subject to 
a permissive referendum. 
The period of time has 
elapsed for the submission 
and filing of a petition for a 
permissive referendum, and 
a valid petition has not been 
submitted and filed.

A complete copy of the 
resolution summarized 
herewith is available for 
public inspection during 
regular business hours at 
the Office of the Town Clerk 
for a period of twenty days 
from the date of publication 
of this Notice.

Dated: Amenia, 
New York,

September 8 2025.
Dawn Marie Klingner
Town Clerk
BOND RESOLUTION 

DATED JULY 17, 2025.
A  R E S O L U T I O N 

SUPPLEMENTING THE 
B OND RESOLUTION 
DATED DECEMBER 5, 
2025, TO AUTHORIZE, 
SUBJECT TO PERMISSIVE 
REFERENDUM, THE 
I S S UA N C E  O F  A N 
ADDITIONAL $3,936,116 
BONDS OF THE TOWN 
OF AMENIA, DUTCHESS 
COUNTY, NEW

TO PAY A PORTION 
OF THE COST OF the 
CONSTRUCTION OF a 
NEW HIGHWAY GARAGE 
AND SALT STORAGE 
SHED, IN AND FOR SAID 
TOWN.

Class of objects or 
purposes: Construction of 
a new highway garage and 
salt storage shed

Period of  probable 
usefulness: 30 years

Other monies: 
$1,065,412

Amount of obligations 
to be issued: Additional 
$3,936,116 bonds

New maximum estimated 
cost: $11,334,977

SEQRA: 
Unlisted Action. Negative 
D e c l a r at i on .  SE Q R A 
compliance materials on 
file in the office of the Town 
Clerk where they may be 
inspected during regular 
office hours by appointment.

10-02-25

Legal Notice
Silent Mind Apparel, LLC, 

Arts. of Org. filed with the 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/09/2025. Office 

location: Dutchess County, 
NY. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: P.O. Box 593. 
Purpose: any lawful act.

10-02-25
10-09-25
10-16-25
10-23-25
10-30-25
11-06-25

NOTICE OF 
FORMATION OF

LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY

NAILED BY ALYSSIA 
LLC has been formed as a 
limited liability company 
(LLC) located in Dutchess 
County, New York by filing 
Articles of Organization 
with the New York Secretary 
of State (NYSS) on July 
15, 2025. Alyssia Morton 
Beliveau is designated as 
registered agent for the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. Alyssia 
Morton Beliveau will be 
mailed any process against 
it served to 579 Carpenter 
Hill Road, Pine Plains, 
NY 12567. The purpose 
is to engage in any lawful 
business practice.

09-25-25
10-02-25
10-09-25
10-16-25
10-23-25
10-30-25

The deadline for legal 
notices is Friday at 4 p.m. 
for publication the following 
Thursday.

Notices can be emailed to
legals@lakevillejournal.com
or mailed to 
The Lakeville Journal, 
ATTN: Legal Notices,  
PO Box 1688, 
Lakeville, CT 06039

Go to millertonnews.com/
legalnotices to view current  
and past legal notices.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN MILLER

Webutuck students showed off dance moves from the Hispanic diaspora during the 

second annual Hispanic Heritage Night at Webutuck High School on Saturday, Sept. 27.

Hispanic Heritage Night returns 

for second year at Webutuck

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — Students of 
the Webutuck School District 
celebrated their hispanic her-
itage with a demonstration 
of dances and home-cooked 
food on Saturday, Sept. 27.

The dancing kicked off just 
before 6 p.m. starting with 
a demonstration of classic 
Mexican moves, followed by 
dances of Ecuador, Honduras, 
Costa Rica and Guatemala.

Dancers ranged in age 
from elementary students 
to seniors at Webutuck High 
School, all clad in changing 
costumes representing each 
country.

Following the dance pre-
sentation in the auditorium, 
members of the audience 
were directed to the cafeteria 
where a buffet of homemade 
dishes representing cuisines 
from across the Spanish-
speaking world awaited 

Millbrook earns bronze 

status as a Climate-

Smart Community

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — Having 
committed to demonstrating 
climate leadership as a com-
munity through participation 
in the Climate Smart Com-
munity program, the village 
of Millbrook has recently 
achieved bronze certifica-
tion from the NYS Dept of 
Environmental Conservation.

A total of 19 communities 
throughout the state achieved 

bronze status in this round, 
according to an announce-
ment from the DEC. State-
wide totals stand at 165 com-
munities who have achieved 
either bronze or silver, the 
latter requiring the accumu-
lation of more points.

Communities accumulate 
points for the planning and 
implementing of actions that 
aim to reduce greenhouse gas 
levels and improve commu-
nity resilience against envi-
ronmental challenges.

Amenia Planning 

Board continues 

discussion of new 

subdivisions

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — Two current 
subdivision applications were 
discussed at the regular meet-
ing of the Planning Board on 
Thursday, Sept. 25, both pro-
gressing toward public input 
phases but needing more clar-
ity on environmental and vi-
sual impact.

Cascade Creek

Representing developer 
Hudson River Housing, a 
Poughkeepsie nonprofit, was 
Senior Planner Peter Sander 
of Rennia Engineering who 
provided a summary of the 
plans for the conservation 
subdivision along Cascade 
Road. A conservation subdi-
vision allows for reduced lot 
sizes, Sander explained.

Plans call for 28 residential 
lots with two parcels allocat-
ed to provide underground 
utilities, including common 
wastewater treatment. Po-
table water supply would be 
sourced from on-site wells.

The conservation analysis 
was accepted by the Planning 
Board in June, Sander noted, 
adding that the area is sur-
rounded by similarly-sized 
lots.

“We believe that the appli-
cation is ready for action and 
scheduling of a public hear-
ing,” Sander said.

“A voluminous amount of 
material has been submitted,” 
agreed Planning Board engi-
neer John Andrews who said 
that the studies embedded 
within those materials ap-
pear to show no information 
that would lead to an adverse 
environmental impact.

Those materials include 
a traffic study, ecological 
study, discharge analysis, ar-
cheological assessment and an 
analysis showing conformity 
with the town’s comprehen-
sive plan for development, 
Andrews said.

Board attorney Paul Van 
Cott noted, however, that be-
fore scheduling a public hear-
ing, the board would still need 
to arrive at an environmen-
tal determination of whether 
there exists any significant 
adverse impact.

Board member Ken Topol-
sky said that he continues to 
have concerns about density, 
visual impact, and whether the 
housing would be defined as af-
fordable housing or workforce 
housing. He also had concerns 
about impact on the nearby 
creek and the effect of storm-
water runoff, as well as the ef-
fect on bog turtle migration.

Hearing the concerns, 
Sander asked the board to 
provide him with a written 
listing, feeling also that the 
concerns were answered by 
data contained within the 
materials already submitted.

“[HRH] is an organization 
that wants to benefit the com-
munity,” Sander said.

Continuing his concern 
about traffic and public 
safety, board member Walter 
Dietrich noted that 28 homes 
could produce 56 cars making 
daily trips. He also noted the 
absence of streetlights in the 
planning.

“How does that not im-
pact?” Dietrich asked.

Agreeing with Dietrich, 
board member James Walsh 
noted the number of vehicular 
accidents in that area, close to 
Freshtown Plaza.

“Streetlights would make 
for more visual impact,” 
Sander noted, a topic that is 
already a “hot issue.”

Planning Board chairman 

Robert Boyles expressed con-
cern on behalf of the fire com-
pany about the capacity of 
the planned hydrants, feeling 
that the water volume might 
be insufficient to extinguish 
a house fire.

By unanimous accord, 
the board agreed to discuss 
the application again at their 
Wednesday, Oct. 22, meeting, 
giving Sander time to extract 
and summarize the data from 
submitted documents in re-
sponse to board concerns.

Keane Stud

Taking a step toward re-
view of the visual impact of 
plans to subdivide Keane Stud 
acreage, the Planning Board 
learned that a “scope analysis” 
has now been submitted for 
their consideration.

Representing the Keane 
Stud developers was attor-
ney Diana Kolev, Partner of 
DelBello Donnellan Weingar-
ten Wise Wiederkehr, LLP, 
of White Plains. Since June, 
the developers have worked 
to define environmental and 
visual impacts of the pro-
posed subdivision, advised by 
the board’s visual consultant 
George Janes.

Attorney Van Cott ex-
plained that the scope analy-
sis needs to be “owned by the 
board” and he suggested a 
public meeting to introduce 
and review the information.

Accordingly, the board 
voted unanimously to pub-
lish the scope analysis on the 
town website and to schedule 
a review and discussion of the 
document at its next sched-
uled meeting on Wednesday, 
Oct. 8. Board member Nina 
Peek recused from the vote; 
board member Jamie Vitiello 
was absent.

Students donned tradi-

tional costumes for the 

dance presentation.

them. Available for diners 
were fresh tamales, rice, beef, 
pork, churros, chicharrones, 
and hibiscus juice to wash it 
all down. 

The buffet didn’t last long, 
as many people piled the 
home cooked food high on 
their plates and ate the tra-
ditional cuisines with gusto. 

Then it was off to the gym, 
where a dance party was tak-
ing place for the now well-fed 
and energized group of par-
ents and students. 

Saturday’s celebration 
marks the second year of 
what district staff say they 
hope will become a regular 
annual tradition at the school.

Email news and photos to editor@millertonnews.com

PHOTO PROVIDED

50/50 raffle winner

Townscape President Elizabeth Barrett, center, 

hand-delivered the 50/50 raffle cash prize to winner 

Jason Jobson, left, at the Dutchess Trading Company 

on Main Street. Proceeds from the 50/50 raffle will 

support the Townscape committee’s goals of beauti-

fying Millerton through planting flowers, installing 

benches and tables and decorating Main Street.



HAUNTED FORTRESS Continued from Page A1
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Volunteers were hard at work putting the fin-

ishing touches on the crucial creepy decora-

tions for the Haunted Fortress of Stanford on 

Sunday, Sept. 28. 

ily is going to do it different 
from these three kids from 
Bard, who are going to do 
it different from these three 
middle school kids.”

The sets themselves were 
all built from recycled ma-
terial to be as creepy and 
decrepit as possible, Ar-
ent said. Concrete culverts 
adorn the sides of a bridge 
over a stream, stacked verti-
cally with a cone on top to 
elicit a fortress’s spires. Re-
claimed lumber bolted to a 
fence evokes a dark and scary 
forest blocking any escape. A 
rusting tractor with a steel 
box welded above the seat 
sits on a set of rails with two 
cars attached to it, mimicking 

a wrecked train with it’s in-
ner mechanisms exposed and 
blowing steam on passersby. 

This year the Haunted 
Fortress is following a haunt-
ed circus theme featuring 
clowns and other carnival 
staples alongside the classic 
settings of the Fortress.

The team of volunteers 
is dedicated and numerous, 
and the Stanford Highway 
Department lends a hand too, 
Arent said, but there’s always 
a need for skilled labor at the 
local attraction. 

And the group appreci-
ates all the help they can get. 
“Whatever you’re interested 
in and capable of doing,” Ar-
ent said.

is a major undertaking by the 
nonprofit Millbrook Com-
munity Partnership, whose 
president, Oakleigh Thorne, 
is expected to share plans for 
the rest of the project, includ-
ing the Woodland Trail fea-
ture, now underway.

The project began in 2021 
with the demolition of the 
imposing Bennett College 
buildings, deteriorated be-
yond saving.

“I am thrilled to have been 
a part of restoring the Ben-
nett College campus to a 
place of beauty,” Thorne said 
in a statement on Wednesday, 

Sept. 24. “It was truly sad to 
watch its slow deterioration 
over the years, and our hope 
is that Bennett Park becomes 
a spot for our community to 
enjoy for many generations 
to come.”

The grand opening will 
welcome all residents and 
their families, along with vis-
itors. There will be souvenirs, 
refreshments and children’s 
activities.

Bennett Park is located at 
7-9 Bennett Common Way. 
Additional event parking will 
be found on Carroll Boule-
vard off of Franklin Avenue.

PUBLIC WORKS Continued from Page A1

his impact on Millerton and 
we’re confident this change 
will bring lasting improve-
ments to operations, com-
munications and community 
engagement.” 

Police Chief Olenik, who 
will continue his leadership 
role within the Millerton 
Police Department, said he is 
looking forward to the added 
responsibilities. 

“I am excited to help move 
the department forward and 
rebuild it after the devastating 
fire,” Olenik said. “I am also 
looking forward to work-
ing with the dedicated staff 
and helping the residents of 
Millerton by making needed 
changes and repairs.” 

Though Olenik will as-
sume additional responsibili-
ties as he leads the Highway 
Department, the Millerton 
Police Department will con-
tinue to operate separately 
— but with the same shared 
goals of supporting the village 
community. 

Mayor Najdek added that 
Olenik has extensive super-
visory and administrative 
experience that, given the 
imminent need to rebuild 
the Highway Department 

building, will be critical. In 
addition to managing the up-
coming construction, his first 
orders of business will in-
clude making sure the village 
is on track for leaf pick-up 
and snow removal, working 
to ensure the right equipment 
and personnel are in place. 

Olenik held his first meet-
ing with the Village Highway 
Department on Monday, 
Sept. 29 and discussed a new 
leaf container — built by Mil-
lerton’s Highway Department 
— that will support efforts 
to collect leaves. The leaves 
will then be turned over to 
McEnroe’s Organic Farm for 
composting. While the team 
configuration — which in-
cludes Jim Milton, William J. 
Clark, and Spencer Parks — 
will be new, Olenik said they 
are not strangers. “They’ve al-
ways helped me out and I’m 
looking forward to working 
with them more closely.”  

The Board said in a state-
ment the Village is in good 
hands moving forward. “Joe’s 
leadership style — hands-on, 
structured, and community-
focused — makes him well 
suited to guide this depart-
ment through the transition.”

PHOTOS BY ALY MORRISSEY

From left, Jim Milton, Spencer Parks and William J. 

Clark stand with Joseph Olenik on their first day work-

ing under him as the head of Public Works on Monday, 

Sept. 29.

William J. Clark installs the leaf container he and his 

colleagues built. Leaves from the Village will be delivered 

to McEnroe’s Organic Farm for composting.

missions in the A5A and R3A 
districts — where their prop-
erty sits — to accommodate 
uses such as weddings and 
small events that could pro-
vide supplemental income to 
sustain the vineyard. 

While existing zoning reg-
ulations in the district allow 
for “repurposing an existing 
structure” for overnight ac-
commodations, King hoped to 
amend the code to allow for 
new structures. His ideal win-
ery would feature 24 rooms 
for overnight guests and work 
force housing that would pro-
vide a number of local jobs.

On a tour of the prop-
erty, King pointed out where 
grapes would be grown and 
where lodging might be 
tucked into the treeline in or-
der to blend with the natural 
charm of the land.

“The goal, first and fore-
most, is to build a vineyard 
and winery,” King said. “My 
family would be living there 
so we have no interest in 
hosting frequent, weekly 
weddings,” he said, address-
ing rumored concerns about 
local traffic and noise. 

King also noted his com-
mitment to hiring locally and 
boosting the economy. “Ev-
eryone we’ve brought on is 
local — architects, engineers, 
excavators — because we 
want to be part of the com-
munity, not just some city 
people coming in.”

Early encouragement

When the Kings’ petition 
first came before the Town 
Board in April, it was met 
with cautious optimism. The 

Board accepted the applica-
tion for review, but warned 
that zoning amendments 
could take time. 

In a July meeting, Town 
Attorney Warren Replansky 
called the proposal “reason-
able” and “likely to benefit the 
community.” He added that it 
was consistent with the rural 
character of the area. Replan-
sky said the applicant estab-
lished an escrow account to 
cover the town’s legal costs 
— a gesture of good faith that 
signaled cooperation.

Supervisor Chris Kennan 
also sounded supportive, 
telling King that he would 
attempt to move the process 
forward quickly and solicit 
necessary feedback from 
experts including the town’s 
Planning Board, the Conser-
vation Advisory Council and 
Nan Stolzenburg, a zoning 
consultant with decades of 
experience. 

Deferred dreams

At the September Town 
Board meeting, the tone had 
shifted and the Board backed 
away from the idea of treating 
the petition as a standalone 
amendment. Instead, the 
group agreed to address the 
request during the broader 
second phase of the town’s 
zoning overhaul, which will 
review residential and agri-
cultural districts. This move 
would honor the hard work 
that went into the commer-
cial review, said Kennan, and 
put safeguards in place for the 
residential and agricultural 
districts. 

Councilwoman Meg Win-

kler described the winery 
application as “putting the 
cart before the horse.” Fellow 
Councilman Chris Mayville 
said the Town had “learned 
a lot” about how complex 
zoning work can be. Kennan, 
once optimistic, now stressed 
caution. “Things can sound 
wonderful, and this applica-
tion in particular sounds like a 
wonderful thing, but I realize 
it applies to a lot of other par-
cels and there are reasons to 
spend time making sure this 
is what we want to do.”

The CAC raised environ-
mental concerns, particularly 
about noise from outdoor 
events. Stolzenburg pointed 
to state guidance that “inci-
dental uses” must clearly sup-
port — not overshadow — ag-
riculture. Universal feedback 
recommended more careful 
language and new definitions 
to avoid future loopholes.

The shift left King disillu-
sioned. “We’ve tried to align 
with everything the Town 
wants so there isn’t friction. 
And yet here we are,” he said.

While Bill Kish, a member 
of the Planning Board, sug-
gested the applicant prove his 
agricultural commitment by 
planting vines before seeking 
broader permissions, King in-
sists that model isn’t finan-
cially viable.

“I’ve run the numbers 
every which way,” he said. 
“Without events and addi-
tional revenue, we’ll fail in the 
first year. We’re at the point 
of deciding whether or not to 
pull the plug.”

The town’s perspective

For Kennan, the answer 
lies in process. The town has 
spent years — and more than 
100 meetings — modernizing 
its commercial zoning code 
in response to the 2019 Com-
prehensive Plan. That work 
is nearing completion, with 
residential and agricultural 
zoning next on the docket. 
Kennan hopes to assemble 
that review team before the 
end of the calendar year and 
move forward more effi-
ciently. 

At the end of the day, the 
petition represents not just 
one project but the precedent 
it could set. The Board’s cau-
tion highlights the tension be-
tween supporting economic 
growth and protecting the 
character of North East.

“I appreciate Mr. King’s in-
terest and we welcome people 
who want to come and start 
a business and invest in our 
town,” Kennan said. “We want 
to make sure it’s done in a way 
that keeps the nature of the 
town consistent with what 
we know.”
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Noble
HORIZONS

17 Cobble Rd.
Salisbury, CT 06068

860-435-9851
noblehorizons.org

Local artist Sandi Ouellette is the imaginative force 
behind Illuminated Designs. This creative exhibit 

features painted dotilism stones, laser etched 
tumblers, and wooden wall art. Join us on October 2nd 
from 4-6 in the Learning Center for opening night and 

meet the artist behind these creations.
Wine and light snacks will be served.

Exhibit will stay open weekends 11-4
until November 23rd

WHDD AM 1020  
Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

COMPASS
Your Guide to Tri-State Arts, Entertainment & Lifestyle

Project SAGE hosts events  
for Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month

COMMUNITY: RUTH EPSTEIN

With October 
designated as 
Domestic Vio-

lence Awareness Month, 
Project SAGE, based in 
Lakeville, will host three 
events to shine a light on 
the issue.

Kicking off the initia-
tive is the annual Vigil 
and Red Sand Project 
Action, scheduled for 
Thursday, Oct. 9. Sup-
porters will gather at 
6:30 p.m. at Community 
Field, 10 Sharon Road, 
where a candlelight 
remembrance walk will 
proceed to the Project 
SAGE office at 13A Por-
ter St.

The vigil is dedicated 
to honoring individuals 
who have lost their lives 
to domestic violence in 
Connecticut over the 
past year, while reaf-
firming Project SAGE’s 
commitment to ending 
relationship violence. 
Discussions and reflec-
tions on sensitive topics 
will take place. Staff will 
be on hand to provide 
support as needed. A 
small reception will 
follow the memorial 
ceremony. The event is 
sponsored in part by 
National Iron Bank.

Fifteen minutes 
prior to the start of the 
vigil, Red Sand Project 
Action members will 
conduct an activity 
to raise awareness of 
human trafficking. More 
information about the 
program is available 
at redsandproject.org/
about.

On Saturday, Oct. 18, 
the third annual Take 
Back the Hike will be 
held to raise awareness 
of domestic violence and 
sexual assault, spur dis-
cussions about personal 
safety in public spaces, 
and highlight the ther-
apeutic and healing pow-
er of nature. The event 
is sponsored by Project 
SAGE, the Kent Land 
Trust and Kent Park and 
Recreation.

Hikers will gather at 
Skiff Mountain South 
Preserve at 10 a.m. to 
embark on a three-mile 
hike across Skiff Moun-
tain to the Harrison 
Overlook, embracing 
both the beauty of 
the outdoors and the 
strength found in com-
munity action.

“The partnership 
between Project SAGE 
and the Kent Land Trust 
has created an event that 
resonates deeply with 
the values of community, 

safety and conservation,” 
said Melissa Cherniske, 
program manager of the 
land trust. “We are look-
ing forward to this year’s 
Take Back the Hike and 
are excited to continue 
building on this mean-
ingful tradition.”

To register, go to 
https://bit.ly/register-
forhike?r=qr.

The final event will 
be held Saturday, Oct. 
25, when Project SAGE 
launches a new part-
nership with The Mov-
iehouse in Millerton. A 
screening of the docu-
mentary “Another Body” 
will begin at 7 p.m. This 
award-winning film 
follows an American col-
lege student’s search for 
answers and justice after 
she discovers deepfake 
pornography of herself 
circulating online.

Following the screen-

ing, Virginia Gold, 
Project SAGE’s director 
of client services, and 
Linda Ciano, director of 
community engagement, 
will hold a talkback, 
moderated by executive 
director Kristen van 
Ginhoven.

This event is part of 
Project SAGE’s Year of 
Digital Safety offerings. 
Ciano said, “Nearly every 
relationship today has 
some sort of virtual 
component, whether 
that means meeting new 
love interests through 
dating apps or staying 
connected with family 
and friends on social 
media. Building the skills 
needed to have healthy 
interactions online and 
knowing what to do if 
things go awry are vital.”

Moviegoers should 
note the film includes 
language and images 

BOOKS: LEILA HAWKEN

Author Susan Choi 
opens Hotchkiss 
Library’s Fall 
Author Series

A rare oppor-
tunity to 
engage with 

the studied, meticu-
lous process through 
which a recognized, 
award-winning author 
turns a core idea into 
a full-length work was 
the order of the day 
when the Hotchkiss 
Library of Sharon 
invited Susan Choi 
to speak on Saturday, 
Sept. 27. The program 
kicked off the Fall Au-
thor Series planned by 
the library, with two 
more authors sched-
uled for October and 
November.

A winner of the 
National Book Award, 
Choi based her talk on 
her recently published 
work, “Flashlight,” and 
the happy news that 
it has moved from the 
longlist to the short-
list for a Booker Prize.

“We’ll just be here 
together,” was the 
tone set by Choi in 
the informal talk. 
She spoke without 
notes and welcomed 
audience questions in 

conversation.
Choi began by 

reading an excerpt 
from the very begin-
ning of her book —
what had once been a 
short story published 
in The New Yorker. 
A father disappears. 
The story unfolds over 
time, memories, and 
the culture of nations, 
examining mysteries 
and catastrophe, all 
acting in concert to 
impact characters 
over decades.

“How memories 
shift over time” was 
something Choi said 
her book explores.

“It was challeng-
ing,” Choi said of the 
writing process and 
the research involved 
in depicting 1970s 
Japan, not yet west-
ernized. “Mysterious 
things had happened 
in that era,” she said.

“I was interested in 
how long these things 
had gone unexplained 
and whether the char-
acters who populate 

that may be difficult to 
watch. Staff will be on 
hand to provide support 
if needed.

Tickets are $18 and 
available for purchase at 
themoviehouse.net.

“We are looking 
forward to a full Domes-
tic Violence Awareness 
Month this year,” said 
van Ginhoven. “With 
new and ongoing events 
that are accessible to 
all, we look forward to 
uniting with advocates, 
sister agencies and coali-
tions across the country 
to raise awareness and 
uplift efforts toward our 
common goal of ending 
domestic violence.”

PHOTO BY NATALIA ZUKERMAN

 “The Red Sand Project” from 2024 will once 
again open this year’s annual vigil. 

Continued on next page

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

Acclaimed author Susan Choi opened the 
Hotchkiss Library’s fall series, reading 
from her new novel, “Flashlight.”



Mariann Edgar Budde,  
Marilynne Robinson and Paul Elie 
offer voices of courage

COMMUNITY: ROBIN RORABACK

...Susan Choi
Continued from previous page

Continued on next page
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‘New York Minute’: 
a book signing 
with Matthew 
White at Hillsdale 
General Store

PHOTO PROVIDED

“New York Minute” by Matthew White contains 
over 150 images and illustrations by the author.
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11 Interlaken Road, Lakeville, ct | www.hotchkiss.org/arts
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T H E  R E  I N S T I T U T E

1395 Boston Corners Rd.  
Millerton, NY  
518-567-5359
www.TheReInstitute.com

Open Saturday from 1pm to 4pm

AN ALTERNATIVE ART GALLERY

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 10/03 > THU 10/09 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

The Mov iehouse is  a  non-pro f i t  501c3  independent  c inema & ar ts  o rgan iza t ion .

GIFT CARDS ✴ MEMBERSHIPS ✴ DONATE TODAY

DOWNTON ABBEY 
The Grand Finale

THE SMASHING 
MACHINE
(First Friday Film Club 10/3 @ 12PM)

ONE BATTLE 
AFTER ANOTHER

Oct. 5 @ 4PM
NT Live

INTER ALIA
by Suzie Miller

with ROSAMUND PIKE

ANEMONE

Oct. 5 @ 1PM
Meet the Director
WHY WE 

DANCE + Q&A

the narrative would come 
to understand those real 
mysteries,” Choi said.

“How lives are formed 
by circumstances we 
don’t understand” was an 
idea that invited explo-
ration as Choi wove her 
narrative.

A background as a 
professional fact-checker 
informs and influenc-
es Choi’s meticulous 
research and writing 
process, with a strong 
emphasis on historical 
accuracy.

“If we are exploring 
our shared human his-
tory, I can’t get it wrong,” 
Choi said.

Next up in the Fall 
Series at the library is 

Peter Kuper, insect illus-
trator, who will describe 
his creative process that 
led to “Insectopolis: A 
Natural History.” The talk 
is scheduled for Sunday, 
Oct. 5, at 4 p.m.

The final program in 
the series will feature 
Aleksandra Crapanzano 
speaking about her cook-
book, “Chocolat: Pari-
sian Desserts and Other 
Delights,” and offering a 
cooking demonstration 
on Sunday, Nov. 16, at 4 
p.m.

Advance registration 
is advised and can 
be made on the 
library’s website: www.
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.
org

On Sunday, Sept. 
28, at the Mahai-
we Performing 

Arts Center, a full audi-
ence eagerly gathered 
to hear authors Bishop 
Mariann Edgar Budde, 
Marilynne Robinson and 
moderator Paul Elie dis-
cuss what is happening 
in the United States.

The talk was part of 
the 2025 Words, Ideas, 
and Thinkers Literary 
Festival (WIT), presented 
by the Authors Guild.

Mary Rasenberger, 
CEO of the Authors 
Guild, introduced the 
panel, saying, “With the 
growing tyranny and 
attacks on democracy, 
what can we do? Budde 
and Robinson will give 
us reason to hope.”

The day after the 
inauguration on Jan. 21, 
Budde ascended to the 
pulpit at the National 
Cathedral in Washing-
ton, D.C., to ask the new 
president “to have mercy 
upon the people in our 
country who are scared 
now.” She is bishop of the 
Diocese of Washington, 
D.C., and author of three 
books.

Marilynne Robinson, 
well known for her four-
book Gilead series, is the 
recipient of many awards 
for her fiction and 
nonfiction, including a 
Pulitzer Prize.

Moderator Paul Elie, 
a regular contributor to 
The New Yorker and au-
thor of several books, has 
twice been a finalist for 
the National Book Critics 
Circle Award.

Elie began the talk 
by asking Budde what 
considerations she had 
when speaking to the 
current president.

Budde said she “wor-
ried about the conse-
quences of speaking 
to a country that had 
been barreling toward 
division.” She wanted to 
“speak for those being 
dehumanized” and to of-
fer “a gentle exhortation” 
on their behalf.

Elie asked Budde to 
define bravery and Rob-
inson to define courage. 
Robinson said, “Courage 
celebrates all the other 
virtues.” Courage an-
swers the question: “How 
generous can you be at 

your own cost?”
Budde answered, “At 

times in life, you may be 
called upon to do some-
thing you haven’t done 
before which involves a 
risk. At those times, we 
are invited to be brave.” 
She continued, “Courage 
is of the heart, when we 
become aware of that 
summons that beckons 
us.”

Elie commented, 
“Courage is a learned 
trait, but courage is not 
encouraged.”

Robinson said, “Peo-
ple need a meaningful 
measurement of courage 
and honesty on which to 
judge themselves.”

“People that should be 
traditional guardians of 
democracy continuously 
backpedaled. We need 
courage,” she continued. 
“We should be scream-
ing in the streets about 
people starving who 
counted on us. We’ve 
made concessions until 
we feel there is nothing 
left to defend.”

Budde said, “Move-
ment-building is critical.” 
She spoke of a “quiet net-
work working to protect 
people” in Washington, 
D.C., including lawyers, 
people helping with 
food and those walking 
children to school when 
their parents are afraid 
to — fearful of being 
detained.

She advised, “I try to 
never violate the dignity 
of people who see the 
world differently. This is 
part of the solution. We 
have to overcome the re-
flex to see people in the 

worst possible way who 
oppose us.”

Elie asked, “How can 
we make more pointed 
recommendations for 
action? What can we do 
now?”

Budde said to ask 
ourselves, “What is being 
summoned from me 
now? What should I be 

doing? The next right 
thing will be revealed to 
us.”

Robinson said, “No 
one has power now ex-
cept the people. There is 
no salvation now except 
democracy, and that is 
what I hope for.”

For more information, 
go to authorsguild.org

PHOTO BY L. TOMAINO

Bishop Mariann Edgar Budde ( foreground), Paul Elie, 
and Marilynne Robinson sign books for attendees.

ADVERTISE IN COMPASS
To advertise your event under the Arts & 
Entertainment banner, call 860-435-9873 or  
email advertising@lakevillejournal.com

On Saturday, Oct. 
4 at Hillsdale 
General Store, 

design devotees, urban 
romantics, and those 
who’ve ever glanced up 
at a clock tower in New 
York City will find their 
time well spent. Literal-
ly. Designer and author 
Matthew White will be 
on hand to celebrate the 
launch of his new book, 
“New York Minute: Pub-
lic Clocks That Make 
the City Tick” (Abbeville 
Press), a lavish ode to 
the unsung sentinels 
of the city: its public 
timepieces.

If the title sounds 
nostalgic, that’s inten-
tional. In “New York 
Minute,” White — one 
half of the storied de-
sign firm White Webb 
— turns his discern-
ing eye to more than 
fifty clocks scattered 
throughout the five 
boroughs. Think side-
walk-level curiosities, 
soaring church towers 
and those quietly majes-
tic lobbies. It’s archi-
tectural tourism with a 
personal twist.

The book, featuring 
a foreword by New York 
magazine’s design ed-
itor Wendy Goodman, 
is gorgeously produced, 
but it’s White’s storytell-
ing that elevates it and 
makes it, shall we say, 
timeless. These clocks 
aren’t just decorative; 
they’re witnesses. 
“Every time I went out 
photographing, it was a 

perfect New York day,” 
said White. “It made 
me fall in love with New 
York again, in a different 
way.”

His chapters unfold 
not by neighborhood, 
but by where the clocks 
live architecturally — 
on façades, rooftops, or 
nestled within unex-
pected public spaces —
offering a fresh look at a 
city already so mapped 
and mythologized. 
White’s favorite? The 
Grand Central Terminal 
clock. He describes it 
with reverence: “It’s not 
just a clock. It’s a public 
art piece. It’s the largest 
sculptural group in the 
city and home to the 
largest installation of 
Tiffany glass in the city,” 
White explained, his 
three years of research 
evident.

White weaves 
personal narratives 
throughout, transform-
ing the text into an 
intimate exploration 
of time’s cultural and 
personal significance. 
Among the photo-
graphs, some historical 
and most taken by 
the author, White has 
added his illustrations 
of each clock, quiet in-
terludes that invite the 
reader to pause.

Originally from Tex-
as, White moved to New 
York City at eighteen 
to attend the School of 
American Ballet. After 
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Visit the many booths offering crafts, food, information, and more.
For a complete schedule: www.salisburyfallfestival.org

Scarecrow Contest    Sip & Stroll
Food trucks      Pet Parade   
Quilt show      Bake sales
Local artisans     Magic shows
Concert       Historical exhibits
Martha Graham dancers   Pumpkin decorating 
Hay rides      Book sales  
Prime rib dinner     Jazz guitarist 
Blue Studio dancers    Antique car rides
Attic treasures     Gilbert the Party Pig 
Dinner discount     Karaoke
Children’s games     Hot dogs
Arts and crafts     Greek pastries
Facepainting     Sparkly hair tinsel
Mac ‘n cheese     Popcorn 
Salisbury Band     Chili and cornbread
Jewelry      Hand-woven items
Middle School chorus    Joint Chiefs
Cider and donuts     Herbal crafts
Glitter tattoos     Pottery
Ceramics      Woodwork
Blacksmith demo     Local honey
Candles      Jams and preserves
Delicious apples     Wreaths   
World Percussion Jam    Artwork   
Sidewalk sales     and much more…

68th Annual
Salisbury Fall Festival

Friday, October 10* Saturday, October 11 * Sunday, October 12
Come and enjoy the fun events and activities throughout the weekend!

SPECIAL EVENTS
Friday
Book Sales 9-4 
Quilt Show 10-4
Bake Sales 10-4
Tag Sale 10-4 
Exhibit 10-4 
SCS Chorus 11:15
Concert 12-1
Sip & Stroll 5-8
Morgans Discount 5-9 

Saturday
Kids crafts 10-4
Quilt Show 10-4
Artisans 10-4 
Sparkly Strands 10-4
Blacksmith 10-4
Tag Sale 10-4
Jazz Musician 11-1
Band 12-1:30
Blue Studio 1:00
Percussion Jam 1:30-3:30
Graham Dancers 2-3
Prime Rib Dinner 5-8

Book Sales 10-4
Face Painting 10-4
Food Trucks
Herbal Crafts 10-4
Exhibit 10-4
Antique Cars 10:30-1:30
Food Tents 11-4
Magic Shows 11 & 2
Hay Rides 12-4
Joint Chiefs 1:30-3:30
Gilbert the Pig 3-4
Morgans Discount 5-9

Sunday
Artisans 10-4
Blacksmith 10-4
Book Sales 11-3
Pet Parade 12
Tag Sale 12-3
Exhibit 12-4
Final voting for 
Scarecrows

five years in New York, 
he moved to Los Angeles 
where he met his hus-
band. The two moved 
back to New York City a 
few years later and found 
their second home in 
Hillsdale shortly there-
after.

After moving to Hills-
dale, White got involved 
in several committees 
devoted to preserving 
the history of the hamlet. 
“I fell in love with the 
town and started redoing 
buildings and trying to 
create a resurgence,” he 
said. The General Store, 
now in its 14th year, and 
The Kitchen Store across 
the road in its 10th, 
keep White occupied. 
Asked about potentially 
opening a third location, 
White was clear about 
his current capacity. “I 
mean, I would love to if 
I could. I certainly have 

ideas, but these two are 
more than enough to 
keep me busy.”

Writing this book has 
not necessarily changed 
his relationship to time 
but, he said, “it’s made 
me more aware of it.”

There will be a second 
book launch at Johnny-
cake Books in Salisbury 
on Nov. 15. At both 
Johnnycake and the Gen-
eral Store on Oct. 4, you 
can expect warm, chatty 
signings — not just pens 
and inscriptions, but 
anecdotes, observations, 
and White’s particular 
knack for making urban 
history feel personal and 
alive. After all, this isn’t 
a book about clocks. It’s 
about time, and what we 
do with it.

The book will be 
available at the signings 
and is also available at 
abbeville.com

...‘New York Minute’
Continued from previous page

Is restoration possible?

PHOTO BY DEE SALOMON

Stiltgrass

I’ve had my head 
down, picking 
stiltgrass strand by 

strand, bunch by bunch. 
It is too dry to use the 
burn torch, so the work 
needs to proceed by 
hand.  And I may have 
already failed; the offend-
ing party has started to 
go to seed. and there is 
rain in the forecast (hoo-
ray, truly).

Without assembling a 
team in the next day or 
two, there will be enough 
of this invasive plant 
remaining that its seeds 
will spread back to areas 
it reached this year. My 
own private Sisyphus.

The three acres 
of marshy area that 
are host to this year’s 
stiltgrass invasion had 
largely been cleared of 
the “big five’” woody 
offenders: bittersweet, 
barberry, multiflora rose, 
privet and buckthorn.  
With help, I had reduced 
the area of phragmites 
by about a third and, al-
though the coltsfoot has 
not yet been thwarted, 
plenty of native plants 
have grown into the area 
vacated by the woody 
invasives. It has given me 
hope of being able to “re-
store” the wetlands. I use 
quotes around the word, 
as true restoration is im-
possible to achieve: The 
ash trees that kept the 
tulip poplar, black willow 
and maples company 
will most likely never 
return. And who knows 
what else was here be-
fore the mayhem arrived, 
except for the swath of 
spring-blooming swamp 
cabbage, which could 
easily be many hundreds 
of years old.

So here I am, by 
myself, sifting through 
aster and goldenrod and 
native grasses, searching 
for the hairlike shoots of 
stiltgrass, bending down 
and using my fingers 
to find their source at 
the ground so that I can 

pluck them out with the 
root intact. I am aware 
that the activity is a bit 
obsessive, but overall 
this obsession with 
ridding invasives has 
created large, produc-
tive habitats for plants 
and animals — and has 
informed my writing and 
speaking.  

The solitary work also 
begets obsessive thinking 
about the conundrum 
we face concerning the 
state of nature around 
us, and what we can do 
about it. I have mostly 
kept these thoughts to 
myself, fearing they may 
be counterproductive to 
my effort to inform and 
persuade people to get 
involved in saving native 
habitats on their land.  

Here are my thoughts 
around stiltgrass.  Even 
if I am able to get all the 
stiltgrass off our prop-
erty, it still surrounds 
the three acres on our 
property where it has 
currently become an is-
sue.  It is on the roadside 
and in my neighbors’ 
yards and will easily 
reseed — by wind and on 
the feet of animals — the 
areas where hours were 
spent picking it, obviat-
ing this year’s work.  That 
means, from now on, 
every year a large part of 
the summer season will 
be consumed by picking 
stiltgrass before it goes 
to seed.  Not just by me, 
but also by the weekly 
gardening assistance I 
am so grateful to have.  
Which means that the 
normal cadence of main-
tenance — picking garlic 
mustard, narrowleaf 
bittercress and pulling 
young woody invasives 
— will be put aside.  And 
that, of course, means 
that I will start to get a 

resurgence of invasives 
in those areas.

If I leave the stilt-
grass alone, within a few 
years it will dominate 
the swamp and quickly 
spread into the woods.  
Which means that the 
work I’ve accomplished 
over the past 15 years 
will be for nothing.  
Over time, the stiltgrass 
infestation will smoth-
er seedlings and turn 
the naturally acidic soil 
alkaline — slowly, then 
quickly — killing off the 
trees and other native 
vegetation along with 
their ecosystem services: 
food, shelter, reproduc-
tion requirements for the 
native animals that rely 
on them.  

Unlike humans, native 
animals do not have the 
adaptive capability to 
switch from eating, say, 
acorns to eating stilt-
grass.  Animals die.  Bio-
diversity comes to a halt.  
Monocultures of invasive 
plants prevail. 

Native habitats are 
comprised of ecosystems 

which, in their original 
state, were self-sus-
taining. The arrival of 
European settlers — and 
then Western-style de-
velopment —disrupted 
these systems by intro-
ducing different species 
of plants and animals. 
So too did the European 
mindset that nature’s 
richness is at our dispos-
al. Attempts to protect 
and “restore’”native hab-
itats will be viable only 
as long as humans can 
maintain them. As with 
any man-made garden, it 
exists because it is both 
created and maintained.  

There has been solace 
for me in knowing I have 
given years of effort and 
funds in service of plants 
and animals —  a sort of 
reparations for the hu-
man destruction of the 
gift that nature provided.

And today, as I put 
the finishing touches on 
this essay, there are three 
people in the wetland 
picking stiltgrass.  

I just can’t let it win. 
Yet.  
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	 OCTOBER 1
Spooky Salisbury Story 

Contest!
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

Oct. 1 to 31

Enter the Scoville 
Library's Spooky 
Salisbury Two-Sentence 
Story Contest anytime 
from October 1- 31. 
Prizes in each category: 
Kids 6+, Teens 13+, 
Adults 19+. Our top 
winners in each category 
will be featured in a Best 
of Spooky CT collection! 
For more information 
and to submit a story, 
visit scovillelibrary.libcal.
com/event/15336116

	 OCTOBER 4
Modernism in Litchfield 

County: A Tour of 
Historic Home Interiors
Litchfield County, Conn.

Oct. 4, 11 a.m. 5.5 hours 
(approx.)

The Northwest Corner of 
Connecticut, Litchfield 
County is known for 
its colorful fall foliage. 
Another delight of 
its landscape is its 
modernist architecture. 
Join us this autumn 
to enjoy both on our 
Modernism in Litchfield 
County tour!

Modernist architecture 
in America flourished 
from the 1930s through 
the 70s and encompasses 
Midcentury Modern, 
Brutalist, International, 
and other movements 
that produced a wide 
range of expressions. 
What they all have in 
common, as described 
by the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, is 
"a design language with 
an emphasis on form 
rather than ornament; 
structure and materials 
rather than picturesque 
constructions; and the 
rational and efficient use 
of space."

This tour is offered one 
day only. Space is limited.

(212) 683-1961

histoury.org/historical-
tour-calendar-and-
tickets/

Curating at the Morgan
Cornwall Library, 30 
Pine St., Cornwall, Conn. 
cornwalllibrary.org

Oct. 4 at 5 p.m.

The Cornwall Library 
presents Claire Gilman, 
Acquavella Curator 
and Department 
Head of Modern and 
Contemporary Drawings 

at the Morgan Library & 
Museum, in conversation 
with author and art 
writer Robert Becker. 
Gilman will discuss 
her curatorial work 
and the exhibition Lisa 
Yuskavage: Drawings. 
Reception to follow.

In-person only. 
Registration requested: 
cornwalllibrary.org/
events

R. Carlos Nakai with Will 
Clipman at The Stissing 
Center
The Stissing Center, 2950 
Church St., Pine Plains, N.Y.

Saturday, Oct. 4 at 7 p.m.

Join us for an 
unforgettable evening 
of music with renowned 
Native American flutist 
R. Carlos Nakai and 
percussionist Will 
Clipman, featuring 
selections from their 
album Awakening 
the Fire. Experience 
a powerful blend of 
tradition and innovation 
that bridges cultures and 
genres.

	 OCTOBER 5
Hotchkiss Library of 

Sharon Fall Author 
Series: Peter Kuper – 
Insectopolis: A Natural 
History
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon, 10 Upper Main 
St., Sharon, Conn. 
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org

Oct. 5 at 4 p.m.

Kuper is an award-
winning illustrator and 
graphic novelist whose 
work appears regularly 
in The New Yorker and 
The Nation. His new 
book, "Insectopolis," is a 
stunning blend of visual 
storytelling and natural 
history that promises to 
fascinate readers of all 
ages.

Meet Artist Marilla 
Palmer and Press Fall 
Flowers
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

On Sunday, Oct. 5, 3 
to 4 p.m., join artist 
Marilla Palmer for a 
talk about her work, 
her inspirations, and 
her process of creating 
exquisite art that 
combines watercolor, 
pressed flowers and 
foliage, elegant fabric, 
embroidery, sequins, 
and gold leaf. Then 
press some late summer 
flowers to take home 
for your own art or 
enjoyment. Registration 
is required. Learn more 
at scovillelibrary.libcal.
com/event/15032501.

Annual Dog Show and 
Blessing of Animals at 
Christ Church Episcopal
Christ Church Episcopal, 9 
South Main St., Sharon, Conn.

Christ Church Episcopal 
will host its Annual Dog 
Show and Blessing of 
Animals on Sunday, Oct. 
5. The event will take 
place on the front lawn 
of the church, located at 
9 South Main St., Sharon, 
Conn.

Schedule of Events:

• Blessing of the Animals: 
noon

• Dog Show: 12:30 p.m.

All animals, regardless 
of type, size, or species, 
are welcome to receive a 
blessing. For the safety of 
all participants, animals 
must be appropriately 
contained: dogs must be 
on a leash, and other pets 
must be in a carrier or 
caged. Muzzles may be 
used if necessary.

Dog Show Details: Dog 
owners will present 
their dogs in a ring, and 
prizes will be awarded. 
No special training is 
required. All ages of 
handlers are encouraged 
to participate. If your dog 
can perform a trick, that 
is a bonus!

Participation Guidelines:

• All dogs must be 
leashed.

• Other pets must be 
contained in a carrier or 
cage.

• Dogs will be judged on 
obedience, grooming, 
and conformation.

For any questions, please 
contact the church office 
at (860) 364-5260.

Selected Shorts at 
Stissing Center
Stissing Center, 2950 Church 
St., Pine Plains, N.Y.

Oct. 5 at 3 p.m.

A live taping of public 
radio’s beloved Selected 
Shorts. Featuring 
performances by Jessica 
Hecht, Santino Fontana, 
and Cindy Cheung, this 
special event brings 
powerful short stories to 
life on stage. Presented 
under the theme “Find 
Your Center.” Tickets are 
limited—reserve now at 
www.thestissingcenter.
org

Fall Author Series
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon, 10 Upper Main 
St., Sharon, Conn. 
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org

On Sunday, Oct. 5 at 4 
p.m., Kuper will offer 
a presentation of his 
amazing illustrations 
and discuss his 
creative process and 
his fascination with 
insects. Hailed by both 
artists and scientists, 
Insectopolis: A Natural 
History is a stunning 
graphic history of 400 
million years of insects 
and the remarkable 
entomologists who have 
studied them. 

	 OCTOBER 7
Designing the Future to 

Drive Your Success
Belvedere Lenox Event 
Space, 21 Housatonic Street, 
Lenox, Mass.

Oct. 7, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Join interior designer 
Casa Marcelo, architect 
Charles Matz, and Hyalite 
Builders for a cocktail 
reception highlighting 
their new partnership. 
Learn how integrated 
design, architecture, 
and construction 
can provide turnkey 
solutions—from elegant 
remodels to custom 
builds—that give your 
business a competitive 
edge. Evening includes 
cocktails, conversation, 
and spotlight sessions. 
RSVP: clientservices@
casamarcelo.co

	 OCTOBER 8
Future of Weather 

Forecasting
Roeliff Jansen Library, 9091 
Route 22, Copake, N.Y. 
roejanlibrary.org

6 to 7 p.m.

The Roeliff Jansen 
Community Library 
is pleased to welcome 
journalist and author 
Thomas E. Weber for an 
evening talk on his new 
book, Cloud Warriors: 
Deadly Storms, Climate 
Chaos—and the Pioneers 
Creating a Revolution in 
Weather Forecasting (St. 
Martin’s Press, 2025).

This program is free and 
open to the public.

	 OCTOBER 9
Annual Project SAGE Vigil 

& Red Sand Project 
Action
Community Field, 10 Sharon 
Road, Lakeville, Conn.

6:15 to 8 p.m.

Join Project SAGE for the 
Annual Vigil honoring 
victims of domestic 
violence, beginning 
with a Red Sand Project 
Action at 6:15 PM, 
followed by a candlelight 
Remembrance Walk to 
the Project SAGE office. 
A memorial ceremony 
and small reception will 
follow. Open to all.

	 OCTOBER 10
First Friday Music

Congregational Church 
of Salisbury, 30 Main St., 
Salisbury, Conn.

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury 
will present its monthly 
First Friday Music in 
the Meeting House 
on Friday, Oct. 10, at 
noon at 30 Main St., 
Salisbury. The Meeting 
House will open at 11:45 
a.m. For this month’s 
program, Soprano 
Francesca Federico 
Ó Murchú presents a 
recital promoting her 
new album "Visions 
and Ecstasies," which 
highlights Irish music-
making. She will be 
joined by Dan Franklin 
Smith, piano, Ben Russel, 
violin and Clarice Jensen, 
cello.

Friends of the Scoville 
Library Giant Book Sale
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

On Oct. 10 through 12, 
take a break during Fall 
Festival and browse 
among the Friends of the 
Scoville Library's vast 
selection of books. Make 
great finds and help 
support the library’s free 
programs. Learn more 
at: scovillelibrary.libcal.
com/event/15291930.
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Native American people 

of CA
 5. Long periods of time 

(Brit.)
 10. Classroom tool
 12. Rods
 14. One who renews
 16. � ey start the alphabet
 18. Periodical (slang)
 19. Smooth singer Cole
 20. Dorsal sclerites in 

insects
 22. One from Utah
 23. � e world of the dead
 25. Singer Redding
 26. Ma� a head
 27. Wrongly
 28. Unhappy
 30. Anger
 31. Dark olive black
 33. Places to sit and eat
 35. Made a mistake
 37. Damp
 38. Banned fuel type
 40. Actor Damon
 41. What thespians do
 42. A polite address for a 

woman
 44. Disallow
 45. Swiss river
 48. A banana has one
 50. Afrikaans
 52. Relative biological 

e� ectiveness (abbr.)
 53. Agave
 55. Journalist Tarbell
 56. One-time tech leader
 57. Incidentally (abbr.)
 58. Intestinal bacterium
 63. Loose sheats around 

the spinal cord
 65. Accompanies nook
 66. Vogue
 67. Highly excited

CLUES DOWN
 1. Witch
 2. Utilize
 3. Writing utensil
 4. Where rockers work
 5. Becomes less intense
 6. Consume
 7. Type of cat� sh
 8. “Horsetown, U.S.A.”
 9. Atomic #50
 10. � e Muse of lyric 

poetry
 11. Brings back to life

 13. Humorous critiques
 15. Cool!
 17. Worst
 18. Wet dirt
 21. Useful
 23. Hebrew unit of liquid 

capacity
 24. High schoolers’ test
 27. Internet device
 29. City in India
 32. A place to rest
 34. Chat responder
 35. A way to move on
 36. What consumers are 

given
 39. Digital audiotape
 40. More (Spanish)
 43. Dis� gured
 44. White (Spanish)
 46. Church building
 47. Georgia rockers
 49. Surgeon’s tool

September 25 Solution

September 25 
Solution

Sudoku

 51. “Much __ about 
nothing”

 54. Make by braiding
 59. Local area network
 60. Unit of work
 61. Indigenous person of 

� ailand
 62. Lique� ed natural gas
 64. Distance to top

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

This Word of the Week was inspired by 
WotW player Simon Markow

Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.
Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.

Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 
Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

1. Not working; out of money

2. Follow in hot pursuit

4. Of pizza

5. Pumpkin flavor takeover

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

3. Part of a play

Last week’s WotW

B            A          G            G          Y

A            L           O           H         A

W           H          A           R          F

R            E          A            C          H

C            R          A            S          H

Address your calendar entry to  
calendar@lakevillejournal.com by Friday at noon.
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OUR TOWNS

Real Estate

Email your classified ad to  
classified@lakevillejournal.com.

LAKEVILLE, 
CT

MOVING SALE:  Sat-
urday, October 4. 267 
Main St. Lakeville, CT. 
Furniture, electronics, 
bedding, household 
items, STEM books, adult 
clothing, outdoor furni-
ture, Disney memorabil-
ia, Swarovski figurines.

CORNWALL 
BRIDGE, CT

HUGE TAG SALE: 24 
Kent Road (Route 7), 
Oct. 4 9am to 3 pm. 
Across from the Corn-
wall Market. Fishing, Art-
work, Clothes, Antiques, 
Glassware, Yard Items, 
Gardening Books, Tons 
of Stuff.

TAG SALESTAG SALES

THE NEWS 
THAT MATTERS 

to you

HOUSING       BUSINESSES
GOVERNMENT       SCHOOLS       LAND

RIVERS & LAKES       HISTORY       SPORTS
NONPROFITS      THE ARTS      RECREATION

THE NORTHWEST CORNER       THE HARLEM VALLEY

860-435-9873 • 64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031

Subscribe Today
You’ll never miss vital reporting with a subscription  

to your community news source.

Just $10 monthly
Email circulation@lakevillejournal.com or call 860-435-9873 x303.

HELP WANTED
KITCHEN HELP WANTED: 

two years experience pre-
ferred. KPG Kitchen and Bar, 
located in Kent, CT. Please 
call for interview 860-488-
6755.

HOME HEALTH AIDE/CER-
TIFIED NURSING ASSIS-
TANT: Northwest Corner, 
Connecticut. Responsibili-
ties include: visiting patients 
in their home, assisted living 
& skilled nursing facility 
settings to provide personal 
care assistance. Must be cer-
tified with the State of Con-
necticut. Minimum of 1-2 
years’ experience working 
for a licensed and Medicare 
Certified Home Health or 
Hospice agency. Must have 
reliable transportation. Part-
time and full-time positions 
available. Compensation 
based on experience. For 
application, contact Jill Hall 
at Visiting Nurse & Hospice 
of Litchfield County, jhall@
vnhlc.org.

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit lakevillejournal.com/classified-ad

ClassifiedsClassifieds

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

SPECTACULAR OUTLOOK in the NW CORNER: SINGLE FLOOR LIVING, 
GREAT 3 BEDROOM HOME. LOTS OF GREAT WALL SPACE FOR HANGING 

ART, GREAT PRIVACY, AND EASY YR RD. MAINTENANCE MAKE THIS HOME  
PERFECT FOR SEASONAL OR FULL TIME USE/OCCUPANCY.

Open living spaces; spacious hall ways; room-by-room radiant heating; large windows; great light; last century décor 
areas;  great views from all main rooms;  3200 sft. living; backup power system; high quality technical, mechanical, and 
structural elements. OFFERED AT $1,995,000.

ADDITIONAL HIGHLIGHTS:

LIVE VIRTUAL FACTORY TOUR 
Wednesday, October 8, 2025 

5:30 pm

LJMN Media, Inc., a nonprofit, 
community-supported news organization 
serving northwest Connecticut and 
eastern Dutchess County, N.Y., is seeking 
an experienced and strategic Executive 
Editor to lead our editorial team.

The Executive Editor will oversee all 
editorial operations, lead newsroom 
planning, support youth journalism 
programs, engage readers, and build 
trust within the communities we serve.

This is a full-time position with 
a competitive benefits package 
and a hybrid work environment 
based in the Tri-State region.

For more information, visit 
lakevillejournal.com/employment.

To apply, send a cover letter, resume,  
and 3–5 work samples to  
James Clark, CEO/Publisher,  
at jamesc@lakevillejournal.com.

LJMN Media is an equal opportunity employer.

millertonnews.com • 860-435-9873 ext. 608

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
 The Lakeville Journal 
& The Millerton News

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

lakevillejournal.com • 860-435-9873

HELP WANTED
NORTHWEST COMMU-

NITY BANK, BR ANCH 
MANAGER: Responsible 
for generating business 
& deepening customer 
relationships, providing 
excellent customer service, 
identifying cross training 
opportunities and personal 
development. Responsible 
to adhere to policies, pro-
cedures, and ensure oper-
ational soundness. Must 
maintain a civic leadership 
role in the Lakeville com-
munity. Strong communica-
tion, sales, and supervisory 
skills. Previous management 
experience required. Com-
petitive wages and incen-
tive programs. Please see 
full job description on our 
website and apply at www.
nwcommunitybank.com. 
EOE/AA/M/F/D/V.

GARDENER WANTED: Large 
vegetable garden, herb 
garden, decorative planted 
beds. Start this fall to prepare 
for next year. Pine Plains, 
NY area, private home. 
References requested. Con-
tact at pineplainsgardener 
@gmail.com.

THE CORNER FOOD PAN-
TRY IN LAKEVILLE: seeks 
P/T Pantry Manager to 
oversee the day-to-day op-
erations of the food pantry, 
ensuring a welcoming, re-
spectful and efficient distri-
bution of food to our clients. 
Responsibilities include 
management of food order-
ing/food distribution/menu 
development, inventory & 
supplies tracking; maintain 
records of food orders and 
maintenance needs. Re-
quirements include: strong 
communication, supervi-
sory, organizational, skills, 
experience with Microsoft 
Office, Spanish-speaker, a 
plus. Position requires 20-25 
hours/week including Satur-
day mornings. Salary $20-
25.00/hour depending on 
experience. Email contact@
thecornerfoodpantry.org to 
receive full job description.

HELP WANTED
PART TIME RETAIL HELP 

WANTED: Visionary Com-
puter seeks a kind, pa-
tient, empathetic person to 
help us deliver excellence 
in customer service and 
sales. Email preferred, info@ 
visionarycomputer.net or 
call 860-435-2211.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 
House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

GOT A CHAIR THAT NEEDS 
REWEAVING? CANING, 
RUSH, REED, OR DAN-
ISH CORDING?: I can do 
that! Contact: Susannah 
Anderson in Norfolk. www.
susannahandersonart.com/
chair-care-seat-repair

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c

REAL ESTATE
: which prohibit the making, 

printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale or 
rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

Washington’s median home price reaches $700,000

By CHRISTINE BATES

Special to the Millerton News

MILLBROOK — Trans-
fers of real estate recorded in 
July and August in the Town 
of Washington continued a 
pace with the median price 
of a single-family home rising 
to $700,000 at the end of Au-
gust 2025, up from $492,500 
last year.  

At the end of September 
there were 24 single family 
homes listed for sale in the 
Village  of Millbrook includ-
ing the most expensive 45 
Hitchcock Lane for $65 mil-
lion and the least expensive 
at $629,000.

August Transfers

16 Shunpike — 3 bed-
room/3 bath home on 6.9 
acres sold to Stephen White 

for $745,000.
515-521 Woodstock Road 

— Single family home on 5.35 
acres sold to Oliver Brown for 
$450,000.

3925 Route 82 — 5 bed-
room/5.5 bath home built 
in 1850 on 13.49 acres sold 
to Butterfly Hill LLC for 
$1,817,500.

59 Bangall Road — 4 bed-
room/3 bath/2 half bath on 
6.18 acres sold to Michael 
Thompson Millbrook LLC 
for $1.9 million.

Hammond Hill Road 
(#595902) — 14.71 acres rural 
vacant land sold to Anthony 
Galente for $157,500.

July Transfers

620 Route 343 — 3 bed-
room/2 bath home on .94 
acres sold to Donald E 
Brandes for $700,000.

471 Butts Hollow Road — 1 
bedroom/1 bath 1,259 square 
foot ranch sold to Fallerhof 
LLC for $537,500.

667 Shunpike — 4 bed-
room/2 bath home on 9.3 
acres sold to Porterfield, Ha-
thaway Lynch Trustee for $1.9 
million.

*Town of Washington re-
corded real estate transfers from 
July 1 to August 31 not previously 
reported sourced from Dutchess 
County Real Property Office 
monthly reports. Details on each 
property from Dutchess Parcel 
Access. Market data from One 
Key MLS and Infosparks Com-
piled by Christine Bates, Real 
Estate Advisor with William Pitt 
Sotheby’s International Realty, 
Licensed in Connecticut and 
New York.

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

Built in 1999 and updated in 2017, 59 Bangall Road is a 5,086 square foot house with 

panoramic views which sold for $1.9 million on July 30. 
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FREEFREE 
In-Home In-Home 
ConsultationConsultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

BUY MORE
SAVE MORE

1-5 shades: 20%
6-10 shades: 25%

11 or more: 30%
*Excludes Lutron 

& Hunter Douglas
Good until 10/31/25

Building/Remodeling

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Winter Months Are Perfect For:
Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns 

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR  
OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

When you need  
to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Auto Repair

Auto Storage

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Insulation Painting

Paving

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Tree Service

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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MADSEN
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Fast, friendly service since 1954
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating

71
Years

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Tree Care • Tree Removal • Tick Spraying

applewoodtreecare@yahoo.com
860-733-2020

Jason Bresson
J. Phillip Bresson

CT arborist license# 62658, NY pest license# CO-653231
CT arborist license# 65653

B-2580

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She­  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

(860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM
Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 

Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CREAM HILL 
PRECISION PAINTERS 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR • WALLPAPER 

INSURED 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

I NSTAGRAM, @CREAMIHLLPAINTING 
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PAINTING
PATIOS 

LAWN MOWING 
WOOD CLEARING 
SNOW PLOWING
LAWN FERTILIZER

HANDYMAN WORK
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

EXCAVATION

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

Generators

Electrical Contractor

Sharon Electric LLCSharon Electric LLC
www.sharonelectriccompany.kohlergeneratordealer.com

GENERATORS

Sales, Service, Installations
Salisbury, Connecticut 06068 88860-435-9683

Sharon Electric LLCSharon Electric LLC

Salisbury, CT 06068
sharonelectric86@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Residential & Commercial
NEW CONSTRUCTION,  

RENOVATIONS, SERVICE UPGRADES

88860-435-9683

Asphalt
Repair Work

REQUEST YOUR FREE  
ESTIMATE TODAY:
1 (845) 327-9598
1 (845) 264-3486

Seal Coating
Crack Filing

www.williamsbrosny.com

MENTION THIS AD  
TO GET $100 OFF

Marble Polishing

High Pressure-Steam Cleaning
Sanitizes  Disinfects  Kills Bacteria

Clean it  Polish it  Seal it
Make Your Marble Great Again!

Tile and Grout Repair
Call Zig 860-913-4473
www.stonepolishingct.com

zigs.sts@gmail.com

Stone  Tile  Grout  Concrete  Marble  Granite  Limestone  And more

Stone & Tile Services
Polishing & Restoration Specialists

Zig’sTS S

High Pressure-Steam Cleaning
Sanitizes  Disinfects  Kills Bacteria

Clean it  Polish it  Seal it
Make Your Marble Great Again!

Tile and Grout Repair
Call Zig 860-913-4473
www.stonepolishingct.com

zigs.sts@gmail.com

Stone  Tile  Grout  Concrete  Marble  Granite  Limestone  And more

Stone & Tile Services
Polishing & Restoration Specialists

Zig’sTS S
Zig sStone & Tile Services

zigs.sts@gmail.com 
www.ZigsStonePolishing.com

Marble Polishing Specialists
 Marble • Granite • Limestone

Travertine • Soapstone • Concrete

Floors • Countertops • Showers
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