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North East Town Supervisor 

‘waving the flag’ for EMS 

property tax cap exemption
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Fair play

Left, Maddie Sartori of Millerton and her dog, Millie, competing in the Dock Dogs canine 

aquatic contest at the Dutchess County Fair in Rhinebeck, New York, on Sunday, Aug. 24. 

More than 2 in 5 

north Dutchess 

residents have 

unclaimed funds

Peck’s Market weighs 

options amid lawsuit 

over unpaid deliveries

PHOTO BY PATRICK GREGO / THE NEW PINE PLAINS HERALD

Peck’s Market on Church Street in Pin Plains has been supplying 

groceries to the local population for over a century.

By PATRICK GREGO

The New Pine Plains Herald

This article was originally pub-
lished in The New Pine Plains Herald 
and is reprinted here with permission.

PINE PLAINS — The shelves 
at Peck’s Market, Pine Plains’ only 
grocery store, appeared thinly 
stocked last week as the century-old 
family business confronts mount-
ing financial and legal pressure. Af-
ter failing to respond to a federal 

lawsuit seeking more than $77,000 
for unpaid food deliveries, the store 
now risks a default judgment that 
could leave its owners liable.

The suit, filed in April by Con-
necticut distributor Bozzuto’s 
Inc., alleges Peck’s Market owes 
$77,959.49 for deliveries made 
between February 2024 and April 
2025, plus $3,650 in legal fees. On 
Aug. 8, United States District Court 

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

The New York Office of the 
Comptroller currently holds about 
$70 million in “unclaimed funds” 
belonging to Dutchess County 
residents.

Unclaimed funds are a collec-
tion of money that has “been lost 
or forgotten over time, includ-
ing old bank accounts, uncashed 
checks, stock certificates, and un-
used gift cards,” according to the 
Office of the State Comptroller’s 
website.

Reporting from the nonprofit 
newsroom New York Focus in 
June revealed the comptroller has 
over $20 billion in total unclaimed 
funds, the largest collection of lost 

property in the nation. 
The Millerton News obtained 

the current list of unclaimed fund 
accounts that included names and 
addresses of over 8,000 residents 
of northeast Dutchess County. 
That’s a little over two in every 
five people in the region. 

All numbers and figures derived 
from this list are only estimates 
due to inconsistencies in the ad-
dresses kept in records.

Millbrook addresses comprised 
the largest portion of account 
owners, numbering over 3,000.

Millerton addresses are associ-
ated with 1,500 account owners 
and Amenia addresses with 1,200.

Stanford and Pine Plains also 

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON – North East 
Supervisor Chris Kennan is fo-
cused on improving the financial 
challenges that rural communities 
face in maintaining emergency 
medical services. 

He and other elected officials 
are urging New York Governor 
Kathy Hochul to sign a bill that 
recently passed both the Sen-
ate and Assembly but remains 
unsigned. The legislation would 
exempt EMS services from the 
state’s property tax cap, giving lo-
cal governments more flexibility 

to manage costs and sustain their 
EMS programs.

According to the legislative 
justification for the bill, known 
formally as Senate S1515 and As-
sembly A2177A, “Many commu-
nities across New York State are 

PlusOne ADU grant program  

applications open for homeowners

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

A state-funded program is of-
fering grants of up to $125,000 per 
household to help eligible Dutchess 
County homeowners create new 
accessory dwelling units or bring 
existing ones up to code. The pro-
gram aims to expand the supply 
of affordable housing in the area 
while also providing financial sup-
port to homeowners.

Now available in 10 Dutchess 
County municipalities including 
North East, Pine Plains and Ame-
nia — but not the Village of Miller-
ton — the Plus One ADU Program 

is administered by Hudson River 
Housing Inc., a nonprofit organiza-
tion based in Poughkeepsie. 

For individual homeowners, 
the program offers the potential 
to ease housing costs, generate 
supplemental income and support 
multigenerational living, such as 
housing an aging parent or a recent 
college graduate.

The initiative was created 
to expand the inventory of safe, 
long-term rental housing while 
supporting low- and moderate-
income homeowners. An added 
benefit could be a reduction in the 
number of unpermitted or non-
code-compliant units in the region.

Town of North East Council-
woman Meg Winkler, who chairs 
the town’s housing committee and 
serves as the local point of contact 
for the program, sees it as a mean-
ingful step forward.

“We want to increase the vari-
ety of available housing options,” 
Winkler said.

The neighboring town of Pine 
Plains also stands to benefit from 
the Plus One Program. “When we 
first heard about the ADU pro-
gram, we were very excited because 
of its potential to address a real 
need for housing,” said Council-

See UNCLAIMED FUNDS, A8

See EMS, A8

See GRANTS, A8See PECK’S MARKET, A8
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DUTCHESS DAY SCHOOL 
415 ROUTE 343, MILLBROOK, NY 12545 
    PHONE: 845.677.5014 
 www.dutchessday.org
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Preschool through Eighth Grade 
Traditional learning in an innovative environment.

For more information, please contact Christine Whiting,  
Director of Admissions: twhiting@dutchessday.org

DARE TO REASON 
DARE TO ACT 

DARE TO CREATE

Lakeville-Millerton. 2.8x2.8.24.qxp_Layout 1  2

KITCH ENS ♦  BATHS ♦  T ILES

860♦248♦9328
14 Church Street, Canaan, CT 06018

3 Century Blvd PO Box 656
Millerton, NY 12546

(518) 789-3014
www.crownenergycorp.com

Full Service Department
Propane • Heating Oil • Kerosene • Diesel Fuel • Gasoline
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 SPOTLIGHT

5pm
125 vintage cars start 

on the track at 
Lime Rock Park

5-6 pm
Parade through Lime Rock, 

Lakeville, Salisbury and 
Noble Horizons

5:30-7:30 pm
Party in Falls Village 

with cars, music, food 
and refreshments

PRESENTED BY NBT BANK • SPONSORED BY THE FALLS VILLAGE INN AND PCAR MARKET

THE FALLS VILLAGE INN
SERVING GUESTS SINCE 1834

125 VINTAGE CARS PARADE FROM LIME ROCK TO HOTCHKISS — 
RIGHT ON 41, RIGHT ON 44 — THROUGH LAKEVILLE, SALISBURY, AND 

NOBLE, LEFT ON SALMON KILL, ENDING ON MAIN ST. IN FALLS VILLAGE

HISTORIC 
FESTIVAL PARADE

PERFORMANCES BY WANDA HOUSTON
AND THE MIDDLETOWN PBA BAGPIPERS

IN FALLS VILLAGE

THURSDAY, AUGUST 28 • 5 - 7:30 PM

From values to valedictorians:  

A family’s path to achievement

By JULES WILLIAMS

Special to the Millerton News

CORNWALL, Conn. — 
“Matsudaira” can be translated 
from Japanese to mean “peace-
ful pine,” evoking a sense of 
enduring strength that reaches 
great heights. 

The Matsudaira family of 
Cornwall has embodied this 
symbolism with a stream of 
six successful children.

Rachel Matsudaira, a cur-
rent counselor at Housatonic 
Valley Regional High School, 
is the mother of six children 
who each attended the school. 
Her husband, Yoshihiro Mat-
sudaira, died earlier this year 
before their youngest son 
graduated as HVRHS’s 2025 
valedictorian.

The family resided in Japan 
for twelve years doing mis-
sionary work before receiving 
a grant to come back to the 
United States. They landed 
in Connecticut and began to 
thrive. 

At HVRHS, each child 
placed in the top percentile of 
their classes and five of the six 
became either valedictorian or 
salutatorian. 

While there were many 
factors that led to her chil-
dren’s success, Matsudaira 
spoke of a few she felt were 
most important. 

Firstly, the children were 
all raised close together as a 
family unit rather than as in-
dividuals, and looked to each 
other for inspiration and in-
struction. “The oldest one sets 
the pace, the tone, and they 
kind of all follow in suit,” Mat-
sudaira explained. After her 
oldest son became valedicto-
rian, the others also began to 

view that as a goal. 
Many of their extracur-

ricular activities were family 
oriented, such as every kid 
playing the same sports, which 
helped manage taking care of 
such a large family. 

The family was raised to 
deeply value their Christian 
faith, reading the Bible daily 
and living by its scripture. 
One of their favorite verses 
is, “Do your best unto the 
lord,” as it establishes a set 
of expectations for each 
child, not backed by just the 
parents’ wishes but by God 
himself. 

Matsudaira also spoke of 
the multicultural influences 
on her strategy of raising her 
family. Not only did she live 
in Japan, she also met many 
other international Christians 
during her time there, allow-
ing her children to experience 
a “third culture.” She was able 
to pick and choose strategies 
from the many cultures she 
encountered to raise her fam-
ily the way she believed was 
best. 

All having entered adult-
hood, the Matsudairas are 
now spread across the U.S. 
but still keep in close contact 
with each other. 

Matthew, the eldest, lives 
in Florida, and works both as 
a consultant and as an inde-
pendent oil painter. 

Marina, the second oldest, 
attended Harvard University 
and tutors kids alongside her 
full-time job as a stay-at-home 
mom to three children of her 
own.

Manuella, or Ella, graduat-
ed from Rhode Island School 
of Design with a degree in ar-
chitecture and is preparing 
for her architectural exams 
while, like her brother, oil 
painting. 

Micah just received his 
degree from Springfield Col-
lege and has moved to Boston, 
managing a gym and using his 
exercise science to manage 
sports facilities. 

Melody is a rising junior 
at Davidson College, study-
ing biology and tentatively 
interested in cancer research 
and treatment, or perhaps os-
teopathy. 

The youngest, Manasseh, 
or Manny, is attending Har-
vard, potentially majoring in 
economics and environmental 
policy. 

To those who are also rais-
ing children or considering 
it, Matsudaira advises think-
ing about the big questions. 
“There are so many things we 
think we value. I say this from 
experience that we don’t actu-
ally value it,” she said. 

She highlighted the im-
portance of forming rela-
tionships with other people. 
It is the close relationships, 
such as the bonds between 
her family, that are supports 
in times of need.

“Make your relationships 
right, become the person that 
you’re going to value and that 
leads to a good legacy. You 
don’t have to be famous.”

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Manny Matsudaira, the 

youngest of the Matsudaira 

clan, was the 2025 valedic-

torian of Housatonic Valley 

Regional High School.

Please visit millertonnews.com/donate 
to give a donation of any size.
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Think Local: We Do Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning.

Inside one of America’s 

only waterfowl 

conservation centers

By THEO MANIATIS

Special to the Millerton News

LITCHFIELD, Conn. — 
The Ripley Waterfowl Con-
servancy is quietly saving 
some of the world’s rarest 
birds — just over the border 
in Litchfield. 

The Conservancy protects 
100 species and more than 
500 birds. It is one of the few 
bird-specific conservation 
centers in the United States, 
and the only one operating in 
a northern climate. 

As humanity’s footprint 
tramples habitats world-
wide, RWC’s local efforts have 
global effects. For example, 
Emperor geese from Alaska, 
which RWC protects, could 
lose 50% of their breeding 
habitat by 2070. 

Bird conservation is a puz-
zle in two pieces, Executive 
Director Ashleigh Fernan-
dez said. “You have to work 
to save the habitat, but you 
also have to work to save the 
genetic diversity of the spe-
cies itself.” 

RWC’s mission is to 
preserve genetic diversity 
through conservation breed-
ing of birds. But caring for the 
birds is difficult, like running 
a hotel for fussy guests who 

can’t speak. 
Some species require spe-

cial attention. Spectacled El-
ders, large sea ducks native to 
the Arctic, are clumsy parents 
who might step on their eggs 
or roll them out of their nest. 

“Getting them to lay an 
egg is the ultimate sign that 
all their needs are met. It’s 
kind of a bonus thing birds 
will do,” said Breanne Ellis, an 
aviculturist at RWC. 

RWC’s staff work with ev-
ery major zoo in the country 
and universities worldwide. 
A few years ago, the endan-
gered White-headed duck was 
not being successfully bred in 
captivity in the United States; 
they would lay eggs, but the 
ducklings would die after 
hatching. 

RWC Director of Avicul-
ture Logan Connor worked to 
find a counterintuitive feed-
ing protocol after hatching. 
After the adjustment, RWC 
went from raising one or two 
ducklings per year to more 
than twenty. 

For humans, RWC pro-
vides a chance to see conser-
vation in action. It is open to 
the public on weekends from 
May to November, running 
tours, summer camps, and 
internship programs. 

PHOTO BY THEO MANIATIS
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DEALS YOU WON’T FIND ON THE INTERNET,
OR IN BIG BOX STORES.

371 Norfolk Rd, Rte 44, East Canaan, CT 06024
(860) 824-9883 • www.oldefarmsfurniture.com

WE’RE NOT A CHAIN, WE’RE YOUR LINK TO FURNITURE SAVINGS!
All items subject to prior sale!DRIVE A LITTLE... SAVE A LOT!

IT’S HERE! IT’S YOURS!

BIGGEST HOLIDAY SALE OF THE YEAR!SENSATIONAL REDUCTIONS!

EVERY ITEM IN EVERY DEPARTMENT REDUCED!

YOU’LL SEE IMPORTANT VALUES CLEARLY TAGGED!

NOW THROUGH LABOR DAY!

• Living Rooms! • Dining Rooms! • Bedrooms! • Chairs! • Rockers!
• Recliners! • Tables! • Lamps! • Mattress Sets In Every Size! • TV Consoles!
• Rustic Furniture! • Sectionals! • Media Consoles! • Motion Furniture!

• Leather Furniture • Sleeper Sofas! • Plus Much, Much More!

AMAZING ONCE-A-YEAR PRICES!

2025

YES! A LITTLE SAVINGS HISTORY WILL BE MADE DURING THIS YEAR’S LABOR DAY SALE! DON’T MISS OUT!

They’ve brought special new selections to the showrooms and have
taken markdowns on every item in every department of the store, in
preparation for perhaps the biggest holiday sale in this area’s history!
Don’t make a costly internet mistake, try it before you buy it. It’s
happening now through Labor Day only, at Olde Farms Furniture.

Plan now to join the crowds of value-wise buyers shopping every
item in the store at reductions that will be plainly tagged for your
quick and easy selection! Nothing will be held back!

DOORS OPEN EVERY DAY, FROM 10 AM TO 5 PM!
FINAL DAY! MONDAY (LABOR DAY!) 10 AM TO 5 PM ONLY!

— EXTRA STAFF TO HELP WITH YOUR SELECTION! —

SAVE 20%, 30%, 40% CASH IS KING AT
OLDE FARMS,

your personal check is welcome,
or use Visa, MasterCard, Discover

and American Express.

Enjoy FREE LOCAL DELIVERY and SET-UP

HAVE IT IN YOUR
HOME TONIGHT!
THREE BIG BUILDINGS!
A HUGE SELECTION
of NEW Factory

FRESH INVENTORY!

AMAZING ONCE-A-YEAR ICES!

EVEN
UP TO60%!

•Ashley • Beautyrest • Craftmaster
• Barcalounger • Best Home Furnishings

• Amish Crafted Furniture
• Gold Bond Bedding • And Many More!

FAMOUS NAME BRANDS!!

YOUR

DESTIN
ATION

OF

CHOIC
E FOR

ALL OF YO
UR

NEW FURNI
TURE

AND BEDDI
NG

NEEDS
!

Donald Sosin & Joanna Seaton 
Silent Film & Live Music

Cassatt String Quartet & 
Magdalena Baczewska, Piano

Works by Mozart, 
Shostakovich and Schumann

2PM Pre-Concert Talk with 
Anne Liebling: The history of 
Music Mountain, including the 
Mail Order Houses of Sears 
Roebuck and Company.

F.W. Murnau’s Sunrise 
(1927), a silent fi lm 
masterpiece of 
love, betrayal, and 
redemption. 

Tickets $30-65, 
free under 19.
Order by phone 
(860) 824-7126 
or at musicmountain.org

SAT., SEPT. 6 | 7:00 PM

SUN., SEPT. 7 | 3:00 PM

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Grace Episcopal Church on Franklin Avenue in Millbrook.

Grace Church golf 

benefit set for Sept. 8

MILLBROOK — The an-
nual golf tournament and din-
ner benefitting the Grace Epis-
copal Church in Millbrook is 
set for Monday, Sept. 8.

Jean Hates and Elizabeth 
K. Shequine are to be honored 
at this year’s dinner for their 
commitment and service to the 
church and the community.

The golf tournament and 
dinner will commence with 18 
holes of golf at the Millbrook 
Golf & Tennis Club at 8 a.m. 
and 12:30 p.m. A round of golf 
includes breakfast and lunch, 
on-course refreshments, golf 
cart, raffle, a 50/50 cash draw-
ing and other prizes.

Dinner begins at 5 p.m. 
with an hour of cocktails, a 
silent auction and speeches 
venerating the two honorees.

Just golf or just dinner will 

cost $150 per ticket. Tickets 
for the golf tournament and 
dinner combined run $225.

The 17th annual Grace 
Golf & Dinner Benefit will 
provide support for the 
church’s community pro-
grams including the Mill-
brook Community Pre-
school, the Food of Life food 
pantry, The Lunch Box com-
munity meal program, im-
migrant support services and 
counseling, affordable men-
tal health services, Church 
Alliance Senior Housing 
Program, and a Saturday 
morning AA Meeting.

Registration for the benefit 
is now open for sponsorships, 
golf, and dinner. To register, 
call (845) 677-3064 or email 
office@gracemillbrook.org. 
Registration may also be com-

Millbrook School District capital 

project still in earliest phase

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — Since 
voters approved planned con-
struction work throughout 
the Central School District, 
the district board decided on a 
phased approach to the work 
in order to move ahead with 
the most pressing needs.

A statement from Elliot 
Garcia, Assistant Superinten-
dent for Business and Person-
nel, outlined the two phases in 
three parts and gave a timeline 
for completion. 

“The process is detailed 
and lengthy, but necessary 
to be certain that the work is 
done properly,” Garcia said, 
adding that the start of actu-
al construction work is still 
months away.

The project is currently in 
the Schematic Design Phase, 
Garcia explained, a step when 

all of the project plans are 
drawn, including engineer-
ing, architectural design and 
equipment specifications. Part 
of this design phase is to create 
a detailed assessment of cur-
rent conditions such as precise 
measuring of each window 
slated for replacement. 

Once the detailed plan 
drawings are completed, they 
need to be submitted to the 
state’s Education Department 
for review and to make any 
modifications to meet state 
law and building codes. It 
will take time to complete 
the back-and-forth negotia-
tion of those findings before 
the phased project can go out 
for bid, Garcia said.

As bids are received, they 
will be opened publicly and 
reviewed by district admin-
istration and then passed on 
to the Board of Education for 
awarding of contracts. Con-

struction will begin soon 
after, to be scheduled by the 
contractors.

The overall project has 
been broken into three phases 
to allow the most pressing re-
pair work, involving less de-
sign work, to progress more 
swiftly through the process, 
Garcia explained. An example 
is the work that is critically 
needed at the Middle School.

Design work on the two 
parts of Phase One is to be 
done first. The design of the 
Middle School roof replace-
ment, HVAC replacement and 
Energy Performance began in 
June, Garcia reported. Plans 
for that aspect are projected to 
be submitted to the state Edu-
cation Department in March 
2026. Under that schedule, 
work might be expected to oc-
cur over two summers, 2027 
and 2028, when school is not 
in session.

The other Phase One work 
will involve the Middle School 
accessibility renovations and 
window replacement, with 
work projected to occur over 
a nine-month period between 
July 2026 and May 2027.

The design of Phase Two 
— Elm Drive and Alden Place 
— would be slated to begin in 
June 2026 with plans submit-
ted to the state by spring 2027 
and construction projected to 
occur in summer 2027 aim-
ing for completion in summer 
2028.

Overall, the entire project 
will likely take a minimum of 
three years to complete, Gar-
cia said of the timeline.

“These much-needed im-
provements to our buildings 
will help us better build our 
students for their futures, and 
we can only do so thanks to the 
incredible support we received 
from our voters,” Garcia said.

By CHRISTINE BATES

Special to the Millerton News

MILLERTON — A DWI 
checkpoint stopped all cars 
on Route 22 starting at 7 p.m. 
on Saturday night, Aug. 23, in 
front of Eddie Collins Field in 
Millerton.

Officers stopped all 624 
cars that passed through the 
check point until 11 p.m., 
pulled over six for secondary 
screening and arrested one in-
dividual who tested over the 
legal .08% alcohol level. 

Bill Johnson, the head 
of the STOP DWI Program 
in Dutchess County, was at 
the scene along with four 
Dutchess County Sheriff’s 
deputies, three state troop-
ers and four members of the 
Millerton Police Department. 

“Our intent is to deter 
drunken driving, not make 
arrests. We focus only on 
impaired driving, not other 
ticketable offenses,” explained 
Johnson. “Word gets out 
quickly on cell phones, Waze, 
and Google that the check 

Millerton DWI checkpoint nets one arrest

point exists and everybody 
slows down. We want people 
to know law enforcement is 
out there and drink less. After 
COVID when there was less 
enforcement, driving behav-
iors degraded for a couple of 
years.”

Dutchess County Sheriff 
Tyler Wyman observed that 
the drivers who were stopped 
were eager to talk with offi-
cers and pleased with their 
presence. Wyman said the 
number of cars pulled over 
for secondary examination 
and the one arrest were on the 
low side. “That’s a good thing,” 
Wyman said. “It shows that 
people are being more aware 
and careful.”

The STOPDWI — Spe-
cial Traffic Operations Pro-
gram — began in 1981 when 
Dutchess County wide arrests 
for impaired driving ranged 
from 1,400 to 1,800 annually 
and around 10% of all auto 
crashes involved alcohol. 

By 2024 there were 1,199 
DWI arrests and only 3% of 
car accidents are attributable 

to drinking. The mission of 
the program is to deter alco-
hol and drug impaired driving 
through enforcement, prose-
cution, education and rehabil-
itation. It’s the only program 
of its kind in the country that 
is entirely funded by fines on 
drunken drivers rather than 
tax payers. 

The current “High Visibil-
ity Campaign,” which includes 

check points and extra police 
patrols, is active during the 
100 days of summer from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day 
when traffic accidents are the 
highest, and other holiday 
periods marked by impaired 
driving. 

The cost of these extra 
patrols and traffic stops are 
covered by the STOPDWI 
program.

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

Police officers from three agencies stopped 634 drivers 

Saturday, Aug. 23 in a DWI checkpoint on Route 22 in 

Millerton. The checkpoint led to one arrest.
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Worship Services
Week of August 31, 2025

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

(860) 435-2627

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

Rev. Dr. Johan Johnson, 
 Priest-in-Charge

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, September 14 at 10:30 a.m.

WWHHAATT  VVAALLUUEESS  GGRROOUUNNDD  YYOOUU  
IINN  TTHHIISS  TTIIMMEE  OOFF  TTUURRMMOOIILL??

 For information, contact Jo Loi  
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gatesl

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church  

40 Leedsville Road 
Amenia Union, NY

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE

Visit our website for links
Rev. AJ Stack
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com 
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
8:00AM - Worship Service  

2nd & 4th Sunday  
“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”

 The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-824-5534

canaanct-umc.com
canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

Housatonic
Heritage Walks

2025
Celebrate our heritage through 

hiking, walking & bikeing

www.heritage-hikes.org

Enjoy more than 70 FREE 
guided adventures 

on five autumn weekends
SSeepptteemmbbeerr  66  &&  77

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1133  &&  1144  
SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2200  &&  2211
SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2277  &&  2288  

OOccttoobbeerr  44  &&  55

Realtor® at Large
The Salisbury Housing Trust is currently 
building two affordable homes at 26 
and 28 Undermountain Road here in 
Salisbury. The foundations are complete 
and today the first house has been set 
by Signature Building Systems. Very 
impressive to see how the four boxes that 
have been built in Moosic, PA are gently 
lifted in the air and set on the foundation. 
For more information on how the houses 
are constructed, please visit www.
signaturebuildingsystems.com/. The 
second house will be set this Thursday, 
Aug. 28th and if of interest, please come 
in the morning to watch how this all 
happens. A special shout out to George 
Hill who supervises and coordinates 
the building of these affordable homes! 
Also to Brandon Flint of Lime Rock Race 
Track who allowed the semi trucks with 
the houses loaded to stage at the Park! All 
very exciting! For more information on 
the Salisbury Housing Trust, please see: 
www.salisburycthousing.org/.

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

OBITUARIES

David Thorne Bayersdorfer

SALISBURY — On Aug. 18, 
2025, the luckiest man in the 
world, David Thorne Bayers-
dorfer, died peacefully at No-
ble Horizons surrounded, as 
always, by family and friends. 
David frequently told all who 
would listen that he was the 
luckiest man; to be married 
to his beautiful wife Nancy; 
to have two wonderful chil-
dren, Cara and Jordan; to live 
in the Northwest Corner of 
Connecticut, a community he 
happily called home for more 
than 50 years; and to teach and 
coach at a high school he loved.

According to David, his luck 
began when he was born on 
May 3, 1946 to Frank and Bea-
trice Bayersdorfer in Teaneck, 
New Jersey.  He spent his child-
hood at 231 Queen Anne Road.  
He loved growing up with his 
three brothers, John, Frank, and 
Roger, in Bogota, New Jersey 
where his early athletic achieve-
ments landed him in the Bogota 
High School Athletic Hall of 
Fame. As luck would have it, he 
was admitted to and then grad-
uated from Syracuse University 
in 1968, setting him on a course 
to spend most of his adult life as 
an educator and coach. While 
at Syracuse, he met and im-
mediately proposed to Nancy 
Jones of Lakeville, Connecticut. 
He had to wait for her answer, 
but after proudly serving his 
country in the Marine Corps he 
married Nancy and the happy 
and lucky couple settled in the 
Northwest Corner.

David soon found his dream 
job as a history teacher and 
football coach at Housatonic 
Valley Regional High School 
where he spent the next 33 
years of his life, always finding 
the greatest joy among students 
and athletes.  He wore many 

hats during his years at Housy, 
serving as Athletic Director, 
Vice Principal, and 
interim Principal 
as well as enthusi-
astically coaching 
football, basketball, 
golf, and even cheer-
leading.  During this 
time he received two 
advanced degrees; a 
Master’s in second-
ary education from 
Central Connecticut 
State University in 1981 and a 
6th year degree from Southern 
Connecticut State University in 
1992.  In 2008, he was inducted 
into the HVRHS Athletic Hall 
of Fame, which he helped found 
during his time as Athletic Di-
rector.

David found further luck, 
and shocked his family mem-
bers, when he tried out and 
landed his dream role as Joe 
Boyd in “Damn Yankees” for 
TriArts in 2000 despite not 
having any previous acting 
experience…or talent. He 
quickly became a local regu-
lar treading the boards at the 
Sharon Playhouse, with no-
table roles in The Full Monty, 
Crazy For You, Kiss Me Kate, 
and My Fair Lady. 

As David’s luck continued, 
he retired from education in 
2011 giving him more time for 
his beloved six grandchildren 
– Cara and Patrick’s sons Jack, 
Colin, and Luke, and Jordan 
and Meghan’s children Nash, 
Locke, and Nell.  He enjoyed 
perfecting his golf game with 
regular Wednesday night 
beatdowns of his good-
natured buddies, showing 
off his milfoil management 
techniques on the Lake, and 
making countless but joy-
ful trips to the town dump.  

Clyde Perham Weed

CORNWALL — Clyde 
Perham Weed, 74, passed 
away peacefully at 
his home in West 
Cornwall, Con-
necticut on Sunday, 
August 17.

Clyde was born 
in New Orleans, 
Louisiana to Jeanne 
and Herbert Weed. 
He was the grand-
son and namesake 
of Clyde E. Weed, 
Chairman of the board of 
Anaconda Copper. 

Clyde was a gifted schol-
ar. He did his undergraduate 
work at Vassar College, his 
Master’s and PhD at Co-
lumbia University. He was a 
wonderful Professor of Po-
litical Science and taught at 
Colgate University, Baruch 
College and spent the last 20 
years of his career as a tenured 
Professor of Political Science 
at Southern Connecticut State 
University. 

Clyde had remarkable en-
ergy and a vivacity that is hard 
to explain! Through his teach-
ing, kindness and mentorship 
he touched so many lives. 

He also wrote two impor-
tant works on political realign-
ment theory, “The Nemesis 
of Reform: The Republican 
Party during the New Deal,” 
published by Columbia Uni-
versity Press; and “The Trans-
formation of the Republican 

Party 1912-1936 from Reform 
to Resistance”. At the time of his 

death, he was com-
pleting a manuscript 
on the political 
thought of Walter 
Lippmann during 
the New Deal. 

Clyde loved 
nature and all 
animals. He spent 
many happy years 
walking and loving 
the natural beauty 

in West Cornwall. 
Clyde leaves behind his 

wife of 24 years, Amy Weed, 
and brother Michael Weed of 
Los Altos, California, sister- 
in-law, Patricia Hurley, nieces, 
Emily and Maggie Weed, Bri-
elle Cleary and nephews Jesse 
Weed, Daniel and Teagen 
Cleary. He also leaves behind 
his beloved Scottish Terrier 
“Hoover.”

Calling hours were held 
at The Kenny Funeral Home, 
41 Main Street, Sharon, CT 
06069 on Wednesday, Aug. 
27 from 5 p.m. to 7.p.m. 

In lieu of flowers please 
consider sending contribu-
tions to The Little Guild of St. 
Francis, an animal shelter, 285 
Sharon Goshen Tpke, West 
Cornwall, CT 06796.

Clyde was much loved and 
will be truly missed by all who 
knew and loved him.

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.

John N. Franzese

CANAAN — John N. 
Franzese, was born on Dec. 
10, 1947, and died 
on Aug. 22, 2025, 
at age 77.

John was born 
and raised in Hun-
tington, New York. 
He served in the 
United States Army, 
stationed in Ger-
many during the 
Vietnam War. He 
rejoined the Army 
Reserves, serving for seven-
teen years, rising to the rank 
of Staff Sargent E7. 

John is survived by his wife 
of forty-five years, Mary B. 
Franzese. He was the father 
of John L. Franzese, of Seoul, 
Korea, and the stepfather of 
Christine Zoro, of Boston, 
Theresa Zoro, of Brooklyn, 
and the grandfather of Wyeth 
and Olive Billinger. He is also 
survived by his beloved sister, 
Terry Kirillin; brother-in-law, 
Alex Kirillin; and nephews, 
Gregory and Michael Kiril-
lin. He was a loving husband, 
father, brother, uncle, and 
grandfather.  

John moved to Millerton, 
New York, in 1985 with his 
family to work at Sharon Hos-
pital as a Radiological Tech-
nologist, helping to operate 
the newly acquired diagnostic 
imaging machine (CT scan). 
He eventually became the 
Chief Technologist of the Ra-
diology Department at Sha-
ron Hospital and later worked 
at and retired from Columbia 
Memorial Hospital in Hud-
son, New York. He retired in 
2009, moved to Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania, and then re-
turned to the area almost four 

years ago, resid-
ing at Geer Lodge 
in Cannan, to be 
closer to his family.

John was an ac-
tive golfer and golf 
enthusiast who also 
made custom golf 
clubs for people in 
the tri-state area. 
John was also an 
excellent cook and 

will be remembered fondly for 
his famous Italian cooking and 
cocktails. His hospitality and 
generosity were often evident 
around the dinner table and 
during many celebrations, 
where he and Mary would host 
and entertain with warmth and 
generosity of spirit. He loved 
motorcycles, watching golf, 
cooking shows, and movies. 
His passion for healthcare and 
helping people was integral to 
his profession and purpose. He 
was kind and generous with 
advice, support, and friend-
ship.

A Celebration of John’s 
life will be held Friday, Aug. 
29, 2025, at Geer Lodge, Hol-
lenbeck Room, from 2:30 to 
4:00 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations can be made to 
The North Cannan Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps at https://
www.northcanaanems.org/
donations or the Residents 
Association of Geer Gratuity 
Fund. Checks can be made out 
to the Geer Residents Gratu-
ity Fund and mailed to: 77 
South Canaan Road, Canaan, 
CT 06018.

He considered himself very 
lucky to see the world with 

his adventurous 
wife, journeying to 
Italy, Ireland, Spain, 
Portugal, and Af-
rica while always 
acknowledging his 
love of travel truly 
started with an epic 
cross-country drive 
with his less-than-
enthusiastic family 
in 1990.  He looked 

most forward to his yearly 
baseball trips with his favorite 
son Jordan and favorite son-
in-law Patrick.

Retirement also allowed Da-
vid more time to serve his ad-
opted hometown.  He proudly 
acted as Senior Warden at St. 
John’s Episcopal Church in 
Salisbury for over a decade, 
won the Community Award 
of Merit, and was a member of 
the Democratic Town Com-
mittee, Salisbury Central Board 
of Education, and the Salisbury 
Planning and Zoning Commit-
tee. He served as Chair of the 
HVRHS 21st Century Fund, 
helping give teachers and 
students exciting and innova-
tive opportunities beyond the 
classroom. He ran the Salisbury 
Youth Summer Jobs Program 
which introduced many young 
people to service within their 
community.  He also taught 

exhaustively-researched classes 
at the Taconic Learning Cen-
ter, continuing his pursuit of 
knowledge and his love of help-
ing others which he proudly 
passed down to his daughter 
Cara, a public-school educator.

It is said of many men: To 
know him is to love him.  While 
it was true of David, it’s also 
true that if you had contact with 
him you knew he loved you. 
David will be remembered as 
kind, fun, and ever-so-curious 
about life, relentlessly celebrat-
ing his loved one’s achieve-
ments with constant, powerful 
support. His wife, his children 
and grandchildren, his many 
former students and athletes, 
and his friends and family will 
miss him dearly.

Funeral services will be held 
on Saturday, Aug. 30, at 11 a.m. 
at St. John’s Episcopal Church 
in Salisbury. Burial will follow 
in Salisbury Cemetery. Ryan 
Funeral Home, Lakeville, is in 
care of arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a donation to the 
HVRHS 21st Century Fund.  
David would also love it if 
you watched your children 
or grandchildren play a ball 
game, go to a good local play, 
or have a catch with a friend 
or loved one in his memory.

To offer an online condo-
lence, please visit ryanfhct.com

Cynthia Gene Duntz

SALISBURY — Cynthia 
“Cindy” Gene Duntz, born on 
Nov. 2, 1955, passed 
away peacefully sur-
rounded by her fam-
ily on Aug. 19, 2025, 
in Albany, New York. 
She was 69 years old.

Cynthia devoted 
her life to caring for 
others through her 
work as a Certified 
Nurse’s Aide. Her 
dedication and com-
passion made a meaningful dif-
ference in the lives of those she 
served throughout her career.

Cynthia found joy in the 
simple pleasures of life—
gardening, cooking, baking, 
and spending cherished time 
with her family, especially her 
grandchildren. These mo-
ments brought warmth to her 
days and to those around her.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Wesley and 
Kay Baker, and her husband, 
Gary Duntz Sr.

Cynthia is lovingly remem-

bered by her children; Gary 
Duntz Jr., Loretta Duntz, and 

Heather Enslow; six 
grandchildren, Billie 
(Ryan) Thitchener-
Jeannin, Ashley 
(Brandon) Bartnicki, 
Joshua Duntz, 
Alexyss Duntz, 
Chase Bonhotel, and 
Tyler Bonhotel; and 
three great-grand-
children, Dalton 
and Sawyer Jeannin, 

and Juliette Bartnicki. She also 
leaves behind her life partner, 
Otis Byrd Jr.; two sisters, Evelyn 
Macaulay and Susie Surrilo; 
two brothers, John Baker and 
Tony Baker; as well as several 
nieces and nephews.

Her presence will be deep-
ly missed by all who knew 
her. May her memory bring 
comfort and peace to those 
she touched.

In keeping with her wishes, 
there will be no calling hours. 
A celebration of life to be held 
at a later date.
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“Listen, do what you can and then we’ll go in...”

Why the Russian 

Donbas takeover deal 

won’t work

It is better to know than to 
hope. Even if the Ukraine 
democratic government 

wants to do a deal to end the 
war by ceding parts of the 
Donbas region to Russian 
takeover, what the Russians 
— Putin and his military advi-
sors — will want, will include 
a constant threat to a sover-
eign Ukraine all the while 
preserving Putin’s hold on 
the Donbas.

Israel set the standard that 
the West has turned a blind 
eye to. When Israel captured 
Golan in the Six-Day War in 
1967, they also took — and 
want to forever hold — the 
Golan Heights. Golan, as it 
is called, is a plateau which 
borders the Yarmouk River 
in the south, the Sea of Galilee 
and Hula Valley in the west, 
the Anti-Lebanon mountains 
with Mount Hermon in the 
north and Wadi Raqqad in 
the east. If the IDF military 
controls the high ground of 
Golan, they can thwart any 
invasion from Syria. That’s 
why in every peace treaty 
subsequent discussion and 
negotiation with Israel they 
will never give up the Golan. 
Never.

In the Donbas, the Ukraine 
military controls and should 
never cede Donets Ridge, 
including Mohyla Mechetna 
(the highest point on Donets). 
Although the majority of the 
Donbas region is now occu-
pied by Russian forces, the 
Russians have not, and seem 
incapable of, capturing the 
Donets Ridge. Even if Trump 
wants Ukraine to cede all of 
the Donbas Region as part of 
a capitulation — oops, sorry, 
“US brokered peace deal” — 
the Ukraine government can-
not and should not ever cede 
the Donets Ridge. To do so 
would be to incur, as Israel 
did prior to the Six-Day War, 
constant threat of a Syrian 

Army looking down on and 
wanting to recapture the Holy 
Land. After ’67, Syria tried, 
more than once, to recapture 
the Golan and was defeated. 

Putin will know that a na-
ïve Administration, childishly 
uninformed, might think they 
can make a blanket statement 
of ceding the Donbas work 
for peace. But when serious 
negotiators sit down to nego-
tiate, Ukraine will know they 
cannot allow ceding the Do-
nets Ridge. Yet the Russians 
will know that unless they 
get the Donets Ridge, their 
“capture” of the Donbas will 
forever be under threat from 
the higher ground. Putin is 
not naïve, he and his gener-
als will know this.

There is no hope for a 
peaceful resolution here un-
til the fighting is exhausted. 
Europe knows this, that’s 
why they are here trying to 
educate the Administration 
who, so far, think they can 
make a sweeping statement 
and it’ll all be done, fine, no 
problem. Stupid, ego-driven, 
people think that way. Mis-
taken, naïve Neville Cham-
berlain thought he could stall 
Hitler. This Administration 
is incapable of grasping the 
end-game Putin is playing. 
Assuaging egos, pomp and 
red carpets never, ever, won 
the diplomatic game — espe-
cially not this one with his-
toric precedent clearly so very 
obvious to serious negotiators 
for which the Administration 
shows itself woefully inade-
quately staffed.

Peter Riva, a former resident 
of Amenia Union, New York, 
now lives in Gila, New Mexico.

Musing on summertime

It’s been a good summer 
thus far in this area other 
than brief skirmishes with 

moles and rabbits invading 
our vegetable and flower gar-
dens, minimal adverse weath-
er and the usual turmoil of 
owning a home and property. 
Rewards of fresh vegetables 
now supplement our meals.
     Usually days require light 
clothing, morning sweat-
shirts or sweater. Don’t 
forget long sleeves, hat and 
sunscreen for prolonged 
exposure to the sun. Those 
rays look delightful and en-
ticing but can be dangerous 
if precautions are not taken. 
  We were delighted to learn 
our granddaughter qualified 
for the national swimming 
finals at Ocala, Florida,  and 
have been attentively watch-
ing simulcasts of her races. 
In Ocala.  A variety of birds 
have had successful hatches 
and hummingbirds seem to 
be in over abundance. Their 
feeders require daily clean-
ing and filling. Their flight 
antics and near mid-air colli-
sions are fascinating to watch 
and often make me conjure ‘if 
only our military developed 
a fighter plane with flight 
capability of a humming-
bird it would be invincible’. 
Baby sitting a couple of in-
dependent thinking pugs has 

kept us occupied, amused 
and at times frustrated. 
     The fringe growth of our 
property is receding and 
soon ready for brush-hog-
ging to control overgrowth.
     My thoughts are turning 
to fall events: Great stream 
and river fishing beckons as 
does our yearly reunion of 
The Rounders of Riga at deer 
camp (More on that later). 
    Legion and Firehouse 
breakfasts are opening to 
the public, usually on Sun-
day mornings. Where locals 
and ever increasing neigh-
boring towns public enjoy 
socializing and a fulfilling 
sit-down meal or grab some 
take-outs for themselves 
or those unable to attend. 
     God bless you faithful and 
patriotic readers and your 
families. Enjoy the remainder 
of summer and the upcoming 
delightful fall season. Til next 
time.

Town of North East resident 
Larry Conklin is a Vietnam 
veteran and a member of both 
the Millerton American Legion 
Post 178 and the VFW Post 6851. 
in North Canaan, Connecticut.
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Stay informed

County Fair cattle call; unearthed skeleton on 

Morehouse Farm; McLean Ford on tire recall

The following excerpts from 
The Millerton News were com-
piled by Kathleen Spahn and 
Rhiannon Leo-Jameson of the 
North East-Millerton Library.

August 23, 1934

‘Entries Come In Fast For 
County Fair; All Space Taken 
In Several Departments; Auto 
Races Slated’; RHINEBECK, 
August 22 — Entries have 
been coming in so rapidly for 
the exhibits at the Dutchess 
County Fair at Rhinebeck, to 
be held August 28th to 31st, 
with auto races on Sept. 1st, 
that in several departments no 
more space is available.

Superintendent Tozier, in 
charge of the 4-H Club ex-
hibit, states that 109 head of 
cattle alone will be shown by 
boys and girls of Dutchess 
County. The fair management 
has allotted an extra tent of 
2,400 square feet of cover-
age to house this exhibit, in 
addition to the 8,800 square 
feet of tent space originally 
allowed for this outstanding 
display.

G. Herbert Allen, gen-
eral superintendent of cattle, 
predicts that the entire cattle 
show will house over 300 
head of the country’s best. 
Henry G. Traver, in charge of 
Guernseys; Frederick Ham, at 
the head of the Holsteins; and 
William Telfer, sponsoring the 
Jersey exhibit, all report heavy 
entries.

‘Car rams barn at North 
East center’; James H. White, 
46, of Danbury, and his son, 
Harry, 6, escaped with minor 
cuts and bruises Saturday 
when White’s automobile 
ran off Route 22 at North East 
Center, broke off an electric 
light pole, hurdled a ditch 
and crashed into a barn on 
the William M. Sadler farm. 
According to Police Chief 
Van De Bogart, who investi-
gated, White said he had fallen 
asleep. The accident occurred 
at about 3:45 P. M. and con-
siderable damage was done 
to the car.

‘Unearth Skeleton On 
Morehouse Farm’; The skel-
ton [sic] of an adult person 
was unearthed last Thursday 
on the Henry J. Morehouse 
farm on the Amenia-Sharon 
road by a steam shovel which 
was being used to dig gravel 
for the new Sharon-West 
Cornwall highway. According 
to reports of the find, work-
men did not see the skelton 
[sic] when it was scooped up 
by the steam shovel, but dis-
covered it when a truck load 
of gravel was dumped on the 
road.

Dr. J. S. Chaffee, health of-
ficer of the Town of Sharon, 
made an examination of the 
skelton [sic] and reported that 
he believed it had been buried 
for about twenty-five years. 

August 28, 1975

‘Grange Places 2nd At 
County Fair’; Millerton 
Grange 796 won second place 
in the Grange exhibit at the 
Dutchess County Fair, Rhine-
beck, this past week. All of the 
displays were centered on the 
nation’s bicentennial and the 
Millerton theme was “The In-
dustrial Evolution: 200 years 
of American Progress.”

The display featured old 
equipment, tools, and items 
and the modern equivalent 
and its effect on the lifestyle of 
the people. Also featured were 
fruits, flowers, vegetables and 
baked goods.

There were 12 granges 
throughout the county rep-
resented and Millerton was 
1.1 points behind the first 
place winner, Pleasant Val-
ley. The committee for the 
local grange was co-chaired 
by Helen Lachler and Hugh 
Leighton.

‘Guide Dog Homes 
Sought’; Temporary homes 
are being sought for 10 Lab-
rador retriever puppies who 
will eventually become guide 
dogs for blind persons.

John Byfield, director of 
training for the Second Sight 
Dog Foundation of Smith-
town, N.Y., has explained 
that the pups need to live in 
a stable family environment 
from the age of 6 weeks until 
they are a year old. This litter 
will be ready for distribution 
in early October.

The Labrador retriever 
pups are now at the home of 
Leon Silvernale, Rudd Pond 
Farms, Millerton, N.Y.

August 24, 2000

‘Firestone tire recall hits 
McLean Ford’; MILLER-
TON — If you listen to John 
McLean, owner of McLean 
Ford on Route 44, one of the 
most notable things about 
the recent recall of Firestone 
tires is that lawyers every-
where are sure to go into a 
litigation feeding frenzy. And 
customers are getting some 
great deals on new tires.

However, the problem, 
especially in northern states, 
may be overstated. “We’ve had 

no problems ... never,” Mr. 
McLean said, referring to his 
dealer-serviced vehicles.

McLean’s has many cus-
tomers waiting to have tires 
replaced, and now dealers 
are allowed by Firestone to 
use any of a long list of tire 
brands.

“People love it,” he said of 
the recall, which authorizes 
free-of-charge replacement of 
all recalled tires.

According to the Fires-
tone Web site, bridgestone-
firestone.com, 97 percent of 
the incidents involving de-
fective tires were reported in 
southern states, where road 
temperatures are naturally the 
highest. When tires are inflat-
ed on the low side, or about 
26 pounds per square inch 
(psi), as opposed to the tire 
manufacturer’s recommended 
30 psi, the tire’s sidewall can 
peel off and cause a blowout 
at high temperatures. 

The discrepancy in recom-
mended tire pressure is sure 
to generate lawsuits between 
Firestone and Ford, he said.

The recall affects all North 
America-produced Radial 
ATX and Radial ATX II tires 
in size P235/75R15, accord-
ing to the Firestone Web site. 
Also, Wilderness AT tires in 
that size produced in Decatur, 
IL., are being recalled.

‘Water Tower Work May 
Start Next Week’; MIL-
LERTON — It looks like 
the painting of village water 
tower is imminent .

At Monday’s monthly 
meeting, Village Trustees 
voted to accept a bid from a 
New Jersey firm, U.S. Engi-
neering, to paint the tower 
inside and out, as early as next 
week. Mayor Michael Cawley 
said the company is now do-
ing work on a similar project 
in Connecticut.

‘Fire Truck Getting Work-
out’; Millerton Fire Depart-
ment First Lieutenant Jim 
Milton said the new fire truck, 
delivered Aug. 10, is getting 
much use in its maiden few 
weeks, including a call on the 
day it was delivered. New aw-
nings were installed on Aug. 
15, and a few glitches in the 
operation of the truck were 
fixed.

The department is look-
ing into starting an auxiliary, 
Mr. Milton said, which will be 
joined by honorary members.

Also being considered is a 
retirement plan, or “service 
award program,” for depart-
ment members, through a 
points system. The move may 
also help in the recruitment of 
younger volunteers.

‘Skinner Top Fisher’; MIL-
LERTON - At the Millerton 
Fire Department Tractor Pull, 
Saturday, Aug. 5, the Miller-
ton Gun Club had a fishing 
pond for children.

Kyle Skinner won a fishing 
pole for catching the biggest 
fish, a golden trout.

The pole was donated by 
Matt Jenks.
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Sidewalk construction that will extend the town side-

walk to Beekman Park got underway this week along 

Route 44. On Wednesday, Aug. 20, the crew was checking 

excavation lines.

Sidewalk construction 

underway along Route 44

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — Construction 
work on the long-awaited 
sidewalk extension along 
Route 44 to link the town cen-
ter to Beekman Park was un-
derway on Wednesday, Aug. 
20. Work is expected to be 
completed within four weeks.

“Ecstatic” was the term 
used by Town Supervisor Leo 
Blackman, who commented 
on Friday, Aug. 22, when he 
was asked to describe the 
level of his happiness about 
the start of work.

Blackman recalled that 
former Town Supervisor 
Victoria Perotti had begun the 
planning for the sidewalk ex-
tension ten years ago. As costs 
rose and state Department of 
Transportation requirements 
grew, the project needed to be 
reduced in scope and sent out 
for bid repeatedly. With each 
delay, grant funding needed 
to be extended.

“It took until now for the 

contractor to get all submis-
sions to the DOT for approval 
and permission to begin,” 
Blackman said, noting that the 
contractor, Southern Industries 
Corp., has been perhaps even 
more eager than town officials 
to get started and finished.

Blackman praised Project 
engineer Gary Aber of LaBella 
Engineering for his work in 
preparing the drawings and 
helping with the many revi-
sions necessary. A recent hurdle 
was the need to hire an onsite 
superintendent for the project.

“Gary has gotten us 
through a lot of obstacles,” 
Blackman added.

“The sidewalk project’s 
benefit to the town is, I think, 
huge,” Blackman said. “Kids and 
teens will now have a safe way 
to walk along Route 44 from 
the center of town to Beekman 
Park, safely removed from the 
traffic.”  The Recreation Com-
mission is also working to 
expand the number of activ-
ity offerings at the park as an 
outgrowth of the project.

Amenia Town Board moves Harvest Festival forward

Shepherd’s Run developer 

faces ‘solvency’ claim in court

By JOHN COSTON

johnc@millertonnews.com

COPAKE  — Opponents 
of the Shepherd’s Run solar 
project  here have asked New 
York State regulators to put a 
hold on a pending application 
for a permit because of new 
concerns raised about the 
company’s financial solvency.

The concern was raised 
following a motion brought 
in Delaware Chancery Court 
seeking a restraining order 
against Hecate LLC, the de-
veloper of Shepherd’s Run. 

The motion was brought 
this month by a Hecate credi-
tor, NEC VI, which loaned 
Hecate $82 million. The lend-
er claims in court that Hecate 
is in breach of credit agree-
ments and  has been making 

“ongoing attempts to hide and 
dissipate” NEC VI’s collateral 
in order to pay unsecured ob-
ligations to its principals and 
other creditors.

“Hecate Holdings is woe-
fully insolvent, strapped for 
cash, and drastically overlev-
eraged,” the motion states. 

 In an Aug. 20 letter to  the 
NYS Office of Renewable 
Energy Siting and two other 
state agencies, Sara Traber-
man on behalf of Sensible So-
lar for Rural New York called 
on the agencies to put on hold 
any further consideration of 
Hecate’s application for a 42 
megawatt solar installation in 
Copake. Sensible Solar wants 
the agencies to conduct fur-
ther due diligence regarding 
Hecate’s financial status.

Matt Levine, the Shep-

herd’s Run project man-
ager, said in a statement 
on Friday, Aug. 22: “Hecate 
Energy remains committed 
to Shepherd’s Run, and to 
continued engagement with 
the community and project 
stakeholders to advance the 
project through the ORES 
process.

“Regarding the legal mat-
ter mentioned, Hecate denies 
that NEC’s claims and alle-
gations have merit and will 
vigorously dispute them in 
court.” 

The project proposed by 
the Chicago-based develop-
er of solar, wind and energy 
storage projects, has been 
controversial for the rural 
hamlet’s residents since it ini-
tially was discussed in 2017. 
Then, it was planned as a 

60-megawatt solar farm to be 
located near the intersection 
of Routes 23 and 7. In Febru-
ary 2024, the state granted 
a motion from the Town of 
Copake to dismiss the appli-
cation, and Hecate regrouped, 
filing last December.

Since then, state regulators 
have issued two notices of 
incomplete application.  On 
June 27, ORES found Hecate’s 
most recent application defi-
cient in eleven areas. 

Over the summer, state 
regulators have received ex-
tensive public comment from 
residents of Copake. The ma-
jority of the nearly 100 com-
ments oppose the project, 
including more recent ones 
that cite the Delaware court 
proceedings as a reason to 
pause the project. 

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — A varied 
agenda ranging from ap-
proving plans for an October 
Harvest Festival to accept-
ing a resident’s gift of gravel 
was considered at the regular 
meeting of the Town Board on 
Thursday, Aug. 21.

A presentation by resident 
Ken Topolsky asking for ap-
proval of what is likely to 
become an annual Harvest 
Festival event won a favorable 
response by unanimous vote. 
Official approval will come 
once the event committee 
submits a proposed budget 
for the event.

On Saturday, Oct. 18, a 
portion of Main Street (Route 
343) between Fountain Square 
and Mechanic Street will be 
closed to traffic to accommo-
date the festivities, Topolsky 
reported.

The event will “show off 
our community” to residents 
and visitors, Topolsky said, 
asking for prompt approval 
as the event would be only 
nine weeks off. Festival hours 
will be 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., when 
highway detours will be in 
effect.

Early planning has yielded 
participation by food trucks, 
face painters for the kids, the 
library and local merchants, 
a health screening van, the 
C.A.R.E.S. van from U.S. Rep. 
Pat Ryan’s office, two bands 
and the Smithfield Church 
choir.

“Street fairs mean growth,” 
said Recreation Commission 
chairperson Judy Moran, 
who said that the recreation 
department is coordinating 
with the library to offer games 
and activity stations. “It will 
be a community event,” Mo-
ran said.

“It’s bringing so many of 
our town-wide committees 
together, it feels good,” said 
town Budget Officer Charlie 
Miller, praising the planning 
committee chaired by Topol-
sky.

“It’s gratifying to see the 
community coming together 
for a common goal,” com-
mented councilmember 
Rosanna Hamm.

To assist with budgeted 
expenses, Topolsky said that 
he is hoping that residents 
will provide unsolicited 
donations along the way, 
anytime they feel moved to 
contribute.

Gift of gravel

In other action the Town 
Board voted unanimously to 
accept a gift of 600 tons of 
gravel from resident Craig 
Youmans, the gravel to be 
used for road work by the 
town’s highway department.

Constables hired

Also by unanimous vote, the 
Town Board voted to approve 
the hiring of Francis Lansing 
and Justin Romeu as part-time 
constables, each serving 20 
hours per week. They will also 
be allowed to carry firearms 
in connection with their du-
ties, following completion of 
required training courses.

New town garage

The Town Board approved 
the seeking of bids to com-
plete grading and site work at 

the new town garage proper-
ty. Anticipated work includes 
cutting a temporary entrance 
apron off of Route 22, stor-
ing topsoil on the site, stump 
removal and drainage control.

During public comment, a 
resident voiced traffic safety 
concerns near the intersec-
tion of Route 343 and Me-
chanic Street, notifying the 
board of a recent serious col-
lision. He called for parking 
restrictions at the corner to 
promote more favorable sight 
lines for motorists.

Town Supervisor Leo 
Blackman indicated that a 
meeting with state officials 
was upcoming and that he 
planned to discuss that safe-
ty concern along with others 
during that meeting.

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Culvert replacement under Boston Corners Road near 

the intersection of Rudd Pond Road began on Aug. 11. 

Construction work is expected to complete in November.

Boston Corners Road closed 

for culvert replacement

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — A portion 
of Boston Corners Road near 
its intersection with Rudd Pond 
Road will be closed for several 
months, the Dutchess County 
Department of Public Works 
has announced. The closure be-
gan on Aug. 11 and is expected 
to last through November.

According to a memo on 
the Town of North East web-
site, the shutdown is neces-
sary so crews can replace Cul-
vert N-21, which carries water 
from a small stream into the 
Webutuck Creek. The project 
is part of a larger county-wide 
initiative to repair roads and 

bridges.
Robert H. Balkind, Com-

missioner of the Dutchess 
County Department of Pub-
lic Works, outlined the 2024 
Road and Bridge Improve-
ment Program during a meet-
ing of the Legislature’s Public 
Works and Capital Projects 
Committee in March 2024. 
In that presentation, avail-
able on the county website, he 
noted that 199 culverts across 
Dutchess County were in 
need of maintenance, repair 
or replacement. The Boston 
Corners project was budgeted 
at $900,000 for construction 
and inspection, while county-
wide culvert and bridge work 
totaled about $10.7 million.
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notice

Format ion  of  LLC 
TrueClean Solutions, LLC. 
Filed with NY Dept. of 
State on 5/28/25. Office: 
Dutchess Co. NY Sec. of 
State designated agent for 
service of process. Mail 
to: 3 Neptune Rd, Ste Q19, 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

08-07-25
08-14-25
08-21-25
08-28-25
09-04-25
 09-11-25

Legal Notice
McIntyre Law PLLC, a 

domestic PLLC, filed with 
the SSNY on 7/18/2025. 
SSNY is designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
to PO Box 554 Amenia, 
NY 12501. Purpose: Law. 
Section 1203 of the Limited 
liability Company Law.

08-07-25
08-14-25
08-21-25
08-28-25
09-04-25
09-11-25

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation of 

Tailored Tails Grooming 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 7/25/25.

Office location: Dutchess 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
to Kim Czelowalnik, 15 
Millstream Court, Pawling 
NY 12564. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

08-07-25
08-14-25
 08-21-25
08-28-25
09-04-25
09-11-25

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation 

of  Compa De Danza 
FolklRegional Mexicana, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 7/24/25. Office 
location:Dutchess County. 
SSNY designated as agent 

of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to Karina 
G Powers, 26 Wing Rd. 
Millbrook NY

12645. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

08-07-25
08-14-25
08-21-25
08-28-25
 09-04-25
09-11-25

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation of 

Chocolate and Pines LLC.
Articles of Organization 

filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 
07/26/2025. Office location: 
Dutchess County.

SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to:Natalia 
Hurley, 108 Old Post Rd 
N, Apt 2, Red Hook, NY 
12571. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

08-28-25
09-04-25
09-11-25
09-18-25
09-25-25
10-02-25

Legal Notice
The Union Cemetery 

Association will hold its 
annual meeting on Sept. 13, 
2025, at St. Thomas Church, 
40 Leedsville Rd., Amenia, 
NY from Noon to 1:30 PM. 
If attending, please bring a 
couple of dollars to give to 
the Church’s Food Pantry. 
If you have family in the 
Cemetery, we are always 
looking for new Board 
members. Also if you wish 
to donate to help support 
the Cemetery, you can send 
a check made out to Union 
Cemetery Association and 
mail it to Union Cemetery 
Association, Gail Seymour, 
1 6  Tow n s e n d  B l v d . , 
Poughkeepsie, New York 
12603. Call Gail with any 
questions at 845-454-6641.

08-28-25
09-04-25
09-11-25

Fall breaks and back to birding

By GRACE DEMARCO

Special to the Millerton News

New England and its vary-
ing types of habitats offer 
unique and expansive refuge 
for many species of seasonal 
travelers. Birds especially, 
pass through on their jour-
ney southward and impress 
birders with their diversity 
and numbers. 

Hannah Coon, a conser-
vation intern at the Sharon 
Audubon Center, explained 
that Connecticut is part of the 
Atlantic Flyway, a bird migra-
tion route which spans from 
Eastern Canada to Florida. 
“Each fall, this pathway be-
comes a superhighway for 
millions of birds traveling to 
overwinter in the southern 
U.S., Central America and 
South America,” Coon said. 

The Sharon Audubon Cen-
ter, as part of the National 
Audubon Society, aims to 
protect birds and their habi-
tats through educating and 
inspiring communities to 
“appreciate, understand and 
protect the natural world.” 
With expansive hiking trails, 
pollinator gardens, and more 
than 1,100 acres of forest, 
meadows, and wetlands, the 
Sharon Audubon Center is 
a great spot for birders who 
seek to identify a wide variety 
of species. 

In the upcoming peak of 
migration season, Coon ex-
plained that the mix of nearby 
habitats serve as important 
places of rest and rejuvena-
tion for many different bird 
species. “This means visitors 
can witness an impressive di-
versity of species in a short 
time this fall, from warblers 
and thrushes, to raptors and 

waterfowl, and perhaps even 
the occasional shorebird.”

In June, the Sharon Audu-
bon Center’s Conservation 
Intern Denali Krampe re-
corded 72 bird species at the 
Center, and 82 species at the 
Miles Wildlife Sanctuary. 
“Among the most exciting 
species seen this summer are 
the Common Nighthawk, 
American Bittern, Indigo 
Bunting, Spotted Sandpip-
ers, Canada Warbler, Winter 
Wren, American Woodcocks 
and, of course, the resident 
Purple Martins at the colo-
nies located at Miles Wildlife 
Sanctuary.”

“But don’t overlook the 
common species; paying at-
tention to the behaviors and 
whereabouts of birds we see 
every day might prove more 
rewarding than you’d expect,” 
Coon implored. The Center is 
also home to many local birds 
such as the Wood Duck, Red-
shouldered Hawk, Chimney 
Swift, Eastern Phoebe, Pine 
Warbler, Orchard Oriole, 
Wood Thrush, Song Spar-
row, Red-winged Blackbird, 
Great Blue Heron, Common 
Raven, Brown Creeper and 
the Barred Owl. 

Birding is all about know-
ing what to keep an eye out 
for, Coon explained. She also 
noted that bird migration 
happens in waves and in time 
with weather patterns. Cold 
fronts and north winds push 
more birds southbound, and 
nights with favorable winds 
may also bring a new group 
of birds, making for a great 
morning of birding. 

The best and most diverse 
results will be found by travel-
ing through several different 
types of habitats, especially 

during the early morning, 
Coon suggested. 

The Sharon Audubon 
Center is not the only place 
to see diverse birds in flight. 
“Everywhere is a place to bird, 
if you know how to look,” said 
Coon, adding that a colleague 
advocates for parking lots as 
some of the best birding loca-
tions.

For other locations, Coon 
notes that “popular birding 
spots around the area include 
stretches of the Harlem Val-
ley Rail Trail over the border 
in New York. Additionally, 
in Litchfield, there is Mace-
donia Forest and the White 
Memorial Conservation 
Area.” Bartholomew’s Cobble 
in nearby Massachusetts has 
also reported 226 species in a 
single year. 

“Because migrants are of-
ten feeding and resting, pa-
tience pays off more so than 
in summer. Pause often, scan 
slowly, and listen for unfamil-
iar call notes,” Coon advised. 

New birders should not 
be discouraged by limited vi-
sion due to the dense foliage 
of summer. Coon noted other 
subtle signs to look out for, 
such as the sounds of flutter-
ing leaves or birdsong, sudden 
movement, or flashes of color. 

Autumn, according to Coon, 
differs from the summer in 
a few ways. “Fall birding has 
its own rhythm. The leaves 
are starting to thin, making 
it easier to spot birds visually, 
but many migrants are quieter 
than they were in the spring,” 
she said. During this time, 
birders should also look out 
for shorter calls, rather than 
the distinctive full songs. 

There are many tools to aid 
curious birders as they set out 
this migration season. “Bin-
oculars are essential for mak-
ing out details from far away, 
such as beak shape, plumage 
color, and behaviors that can 
help identify a species,” Coon 
suggested. An app by the Cor-
nell Lab of Ornithology, called 
Merlin, is also a helpful tool 
to identify birds by their calls 
and other identifying features. 
The Audubon also has their 
own free Bird Guide App. 

So, when setting out on 
birding expeditions this mi-
gration season, keep an eye 
out for optimal weather con-
ditions and patterns, slow 
down, and look up. “If you 
don’t know where to go, start 
in your backyard or nearest 
green space. Birds will be 
there and everywhere,” Coon 
said. 

Last chance to visit 

the Trevor-Lovejoy 

Zoo after dark

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — The 
Trevor-Lovejoy Zoo is wrap-
ping up its summer “Animals 
After Hours” series on Friday, 
Aug. 29 from 4 to 9 p.m. 

Held on the final Friday 
of each month, this family-
friendly experience is open to 
the public, features extended 

hours and food trucks and al-
lows visitors to roam the zoo 
after dark. 

This Friday, From the 
Ground Up food truck will 
offer cafe-style food and bev-
erages. Though reservations 
are encouraged, admission 
fees are collected in-person 
and cost $7 for adults and $5 
for children. Admission is free 
for kids two and under. 

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

The last “Animals After Hours” of the season is set for Fri-

day, Aug. 29 from 4 to 9 p.m. at the Trevor-Lovejoy Zoo.

Email news and photos to editor@millertonnews.com

Invest With Us
The Millerton News is investing in reporters 
and new ways to deliver trusted news in our 
communities. But we need your help.  
Please make a donation of any size now at  
millertonnews.com/donate

Your 
News
Your 
News millertonnews.commillertonnews.com

Stay informedStay informed



A8          THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, August 28, 2025

UNCLAIMED FUNDS Continued from Page A1

PECK’S MARKET Continued from Page A1

GRANTS Continued from Page A1

EMS Continued from Page A1

logged about 1,100 accounts 
each. 

For northeast Dutchess 
County account owners, 10% 
of the money owed comes 
from uncashed New York 
State-issued checks. 

Each record in the list 
includes a name for the ac-
count holder and the unique 
account number, a recorded 
reporter for the lost funds, a 
description of the lost funds 
and the year the funds were 
reported. The complete list 
of funds held by the state 
comptroller contains over 12 
million records from 1985 to 
2025. 

The state comptroller 
does not publicly release the 
amount of money held in 
each account. Amounts could 
range from as little as a single 
cent to hundreds of dollars. 

The comptroller’s website 
allows for a search of the list 
to initiate the claiming pro-
cess. 

Names of individuals, busi-
nesses and government orga-
nizations are varied on the list. 
The Village of Millerton has 
eight account numbers with 
outstanding unclaimed prop-
erty from outstanding checks 
to vendors, New York State 
uncashed checks and other 
reported unclaimed property 
types.

According to the list, the 
Town of North East has an 
outstanding unclaimed prop-
erty account dating back to 
1997. The funds were reported 
by Pitney Bowes Inc. and re-
corded as relating to outstand-
ing checks issued to vendors.

The village and town clerks 
expressed surprise at the re-
ported unclaimed funds when 
the News stopped by their of-
fices on Monday, Aug. 25, but 
vowed to start filing claims.

struggling with providing 
emergency medical services 
to their residents for a num-
ber of reasons including ris-
ing costs, low reimbursement 
rates, and the lack of trained 
personnel.”

In an interview with The 
News, Supervisor Kennan 
highlighted the fiscal strain 
EMS places on the town’s 
budget. “I’ve reached out to 
everyone,” he said of his ef-
forts to advocate for the bill. 
“I’m waving the flag as vigor-
ously as I can.”

On May 27, the New York 
State Association of Towns 
released a memorandum 
supporting the bill, stating, 
“NYAOT strongly supports 
this measure that would 
remove EMS services from 
the real property tax cap, and 
therefore allow local munici-
palities to maintain, expand 
and better support their local 
EMS services.”

Even with its statewide 
benefits, the bill carries no 
fiscal impact for state or lo-
cal governments, making it 
a practical solution despite 
being held up in legislative 
limbo. While the bill would 
significantly ease budget 
pressure, it represents only 
one step toward addressing 
EMS challenges in Millerton.

The town’s annual con-
tract with Northern Dutchess 
Paramedics, which it shares 
with Amenia and Dover, ex-
ceeds half a million dollars 
in 2025 and is expected to 
spike above $700,000 next 
year. Kennan said one reason 
the cost is so high is because 
NDP is only partially reim-
bursed by those who use its 
services, and with “less than 
a call a day,” much of the fi-
nancial burden falls on the 
town and taxpayers.

Meanwhile, EMS re-
sponse disparities remain 
a critical issue in Dutchess 
County. In a June 13 open 
letter to County Executive 
Sue Serino, members of the 
Democratic Caucus of the 
Dutchess County Legislature 
acknowledged the launch of 
supplemental EMS services 
but criticized the effort’s 
effectiveness, calling for a 
more aggressive, long-term 
strategy.

“We believe the current 
approach remains a tempo-
rary solution — and one that 
still falls short of delivering 
equitable results across the 
entire county,” the letter 
states. It also references data 
showing response times in 
many rural towns remain 
well above acceptable targets. 
“This is not just a data point; 
it is a serious public safety 
issue affecting thousands of 
Dutchess County residents.”

Recent second quarter 
data further highlights these 
concerns, showing an ongo-
ing imbalance in supplemen-
tal EMS response between 
rural and urban areas. It re-
veals that Region 5, which in-
cludes North East, Millerton, 
Amenia and Dover, almost 
never received supplemen-
tal EMS services provided by 
the county. Throughout all of 
Q2, supplemental EMS was 
dispatched only one time in 
Amenia but was canceled en 
route after interception by a 
closer agency.

The data also highlights 
the financial and perfor-
mance disparities facing Re-
gion 5. Amenia and North 
East are among the highest 
spenders in Dutchess County, 
paying over $167 and $172 per 
person respectively for EMS 
coverage, more than three 
times what Dover spends. 
Despite that investment, re-
sponse times for Region 5’s 
“Priority 1” calls, defined as 
potentially life-threatening 
emergencies, are the worst in 
the county with only 40% of 
calls responded to within the 
recognized standard of nine 
minutes or less. In contrast, 
Region 6, which includes the 
City of Poughkeepsie and the 
Town of Poughkeepsie, saw 
84% of Priority 1 calls in 9 
minutes or less.

While North East shows 
relatively better performance 
with no calls exceeding 15 
minutes, Amenia and Do-
ver see significantly more 
delays. Rural towns are pay-
ing high costs for EMS, yet 
still experiencing the slowest 
emergency response times in 
Dutchess County.

Asked what he would like 
to see from the County offi-
cials, North East Supervisor 
Chris Kennan responded, “I’d 
like to see them provide an 
additional ambulance over 
here so we could reduce the 
demand on NDP and our 
taxpayers.”

Judge Jessica G. L. Clarke 
ordered owners Donald 
and Charlene Peck to show 
cause why a default judgment 
should not be entered. Court 
records show no response 
was submitted by the Aug. 18 
deadline.

It is unclear when Clarke 
is expected to rule. A default 
judgment would mean the 
Pecks lose the case without a 
trial and could be ordered to 
pay the full amount. The at-
torney for Bozzuto’s declined 
to comment.

In a phone interview 
Wednesday, Aug. 20, Don 

Peck said the family is con-
sidering options, including 
raising money by selling or 
borrowing against property. 
“We’re very optimistic about 
the lawsuit,” he said. “We’ll 
take care of that. As far as 
the store itself, we’re trying 
to keep optimistic about it. 
We’re working at it.”

Still, Peck acknowledged 
the store’s shrinking inven-
tory and the difficulties facing 
small, independent grocers. 
He said he loves the business 
but raised the possibility of 
closing or selling the store, 
noting that several potential 

buyers have expressed inter-
est.

“We have a lot of options, 
just closing and selling, of 
course, is one,” he said. 

”Hopefully if we did do 
that, people would come up 
with an idea that would work 
for a small town.”

For Pine Plains, the stakes 
are considerable. The nearest 
full-service supermarkets are 
more than 15 miles away — 
Hannaford in Red Hook, Tops 
in Rhinebeck, Freshtown in 
Amenia, or LaBonne’s in 
Salisbury, Connecticut. That 
distance poses a hardship 
for older residents and those 
without reliable transporta-
tion.

Peck said members of 
the community have offered 
support, but no clear path for-
ward has emerged. “There’s 
no definite thing right now,” 
he said. “People are interested 
in supporting us in different 
ways. So I’m not sure which 

direction we’re going to go in.”
Peck also pointed to 

broader changes in the gro-
cery industry that have left in-
dependent stores vulnerable. 
“A lot of our suppliers today 
are different than they were 
40 years ago. They demand 
a certain amount of volume, 
because they’re taking care 
of bigger stores, so the vol-
ume that we have to get from 
them to get so many cases of 
grocery or dairy, or meat or 
frozen, has all gone up…. All 
these things have changed so 
much. It’s just unbelievable.”

Laura Strange, chief com-
munications and engagement 
officer for the National Gro-
cers Association, said many 
independents face similar 
pressures. “Independent 
grocers continue to navi-
gate significant challenges 
in today’s marketplace,” she 
said. “Costs for goods, utili-
ties, rent, and labor have all 
increased, yet independents 

have worked to compress 
margins to help consumers 
absorb rising prices and re-
main competitive. Even in this 
environment, their resilience, 
innovation, and commitment 
to their communities remain 
unmatched.”

Food sourcing has also 
dwindled, Peck said. “We used 
to have 57 suppliers of prod-
uct coming here. You know, 
now we have 17. A lot of them 
are out of business … and a lot 
of them have been sucked up 
by other distributors.”

Brothers William and Rob-
ert Peck founded Peck’s Food 
Market in 1922, and Don rep-
resents the third generation 
of family ownership. Despite 
the uncertainty, he expressed 
hope the business will survive. 
“We’re working at it,” he said. 
“Thank God, we believe in 
God and Jesus. He’s with us, 
trying to figure out how to do 
this. So we’ll see what hap-
pens.”

woman Jeanine Sisco.
ADUs can take several 

forms, including detached or 
attached structures, garage 
conversions or interior units 
on upper or lower floors. 
Modular or tiny homes are 
also eligible under the pro-
gram.

To qualify, homeowners 
must meet several criteria. 
They must reside in one of the 
10 eligible Dutchess County 
municipalities, occupy a 1- to 
4-unit residential property as 
their primary residence for a 
10-year compliance period 
and have a household income 
at or below 120% of the area 
median income, currently 
$147,000 for a four-person 
household in Dutchess Coun-
ty, with adjustments based on 
household size.

Winkler said preference 
will be given to applicants 
who are “shovel ready,” in 
other words, those who have 
completed the screening pro-
cess and are ready to begin 
construction.
Potential rural challenges

According to the program’s 
eligibility requirements, all 
ADUs must comply with 
standard building and health 

codes, including those related 
to water supply and wastewa-
ter disposal. For properties 
not connected to munici-
pal water or sewer systems, 
bringing an ADU up to code 
may require costly upgrades 
or could disqualify the prop-
erty entirely.

“If you have the infrastruc-
ture, it’s one less barrier,” 
Winkler noted, concerned 
that North East’s municipal 
water system only serves a few 
streets. And, in Pine Plains, 
municipal water is only avail-
able in the Hamlet.

To address this challenge, 
Winkler and Sisco are work-
ing with the Northeastern 
Dutchess Tri-Town Coalition 
and Hudson River Housing to 
engage the Dutchess County 
Board of Health and explore 
solutions to reduce these in-
frastructure barriers.

The Plus One ADU Pro-
gram has received a total of 
$6 million from the state, with 
the goal of creating 48 ADUs 
across 10 municipalities be-
tween 2025 and 2027. 

Interested applicants 
in North East may contact 
Meg Winkler at mwinkler@
townofnortheastny.gov.

Retrieving unclaimed property is possible at the New York State Comptroller’s 

website at www.osc.ny.gov/unclaimed-funds. Claimants can search for their 

name and home town, click the “claim” button next to the right record and then 

fill out a short form to confirm their identity. The state comptroller’s unclaimed 

funds office will then mail a check for the full amount.
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ADVERTISE IN COMPASS
Support the arts coverage you find each week 
in Compass. Your ad dollars help us tell readers 
about artists who continue to create and 
entertain during the pandemic.

Busking in the Berkshires 
MUSIC: MIKE COBB

'Sylvia' brings 
heart, humor and 
one unforgettable 
dog to Sharon 
Playhouse stage

THEATER: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

What if the 
dog onstage 
was played 

by a person? That’s 
the delightful twist in 
A.R. Gurney’s “Sylvia,” 
opening at the Sharon 
Playhouse on Aug. 29. In 
this clever and heartfelt 
comedy, the title char-
acter — a stray pup who 
disrupts the lives of a 
married couple — is 
portrayed not in cos-
tume but by an actor 
who brings insight, 
charm, and chaos to the 
role.

Stepping into Sylvia’s 
paws is Jen Cody, who is 
returning to the Sharon 
Playhouse in a starring 
role for her third year 
in a row, ready to bring 
this spirited dog to life. 
She’s joined by Jona-
than Walker as Greg, 
the middle-aged man 
smitten with his new 
four-legged friend, and 
Jennifer Van Dyck as 
Kate, his wife, whose pa-
tience and identity are 
tested by Sylvia’s sudden 
presence in their home.

Directed by Colin 
Hanlon, this production 
balances elements of 

comedy and emotional 
depth. Gurney’s script 
may be filled with 
laughs  but at its core, 
“Sylvia” explores loyalty, 
companionship, and 
how love sometimes 
arrives in unexpected 
forms. The play pre-
miered Off-Broadway in 
1995 and has since be-
come an audience favor-
ite for its wit, warmth, 
and originality.

Continued on Page B4
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for hours and location
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Book &TagSale
Book&TagSale

 FRIDAY MAY 17 
SATURDAY MAY 18&

Noble Horizons Auxiliary | 17 Cobble Rd | Salisbury, CT | 860-435-9851

Books, furniture, china, glassware, linens, 
jewelry, a wide variety of household items

Free: 9 AM – 2 PM 
Friday Early Birds $10: 8 – 9 AM

Hot Dog
Lunch!

Your donations benefit Noble Residents in myriad ways throughout the year!

Book &TagSale
Book&TagSale

 FRIDAY MAY 17 
SATURDAY MAY 18&

Noble Horizons Auxiliary | 17 Cobble Rd | Salisbury, CT | 860-435-9851

Books, furniture, china, glassware, linens, 
jewelry, a wide variety of household items

Free: 9 AM – 2 PM 
Friday Early Birds $10: 8 – 9 AM

Hot Dog
Lunch!

Your donations benefit Noble Residents in myriad ways throughout the year!

FRIDAY SEPT 5th
SATURDAY SEPT 6th&

Saturday, Sept. 6th 
10:00 am to 2:00 pm

HOUSEHOUSE
OPEN

RSVP at geercares.org or call 
860.824.2611.
77 - 99 South Canaan Road | North Canaan CT 06018

www.geercares.org | 860.824.2600

Come see why so many 
people choose Geer Lodge!
• All inclusive rental    

arrangement includes 
	 utilities, wifi, cable, phone,
	 maintenance, housekeeping,
	 meals, & transportation

•	Available full continuum of care

•	Social & wellness 	 	
	 activities that promote
	 physical and mental
	 well-being

Scan code to 
learn more

While playing 
outside in 
the early 

post-pandemic days, 
Berkshire Busk! found-
er Eugene Carr had 
an epiphany: why not 
expand the idea of 
performing on the street 
(aka busking)into a full-
fledged festival in Great 
Barrington? 

As an entrepreneur 
and cellist, Carr envi-
sioned a well-organized 
jamboree featuring 
regional talent, includ-
ing musicians, acrobats, 
storytellers, fire-eaters, 
and more. He formed a 
team, connected with 
local businesses and 
the town of Great Bar-
rington, and launched 
Berkshire Busk! in 2021. 
Since then, Berkshire 
Busk! has grown into a 
summer staple for Great 
Barrington. 

In the summer of 
2024, over 25,000 people 
experienced Berkshire 
Busk!. The festival is free 
to the public, provides a 
big boost to local busi-
nesses, and spectators 
can tip performers. 

Busking takes place 
all over the world, either 
organized by individual 
performers or via busk-
ing festivals. Artists like 
The Roots, Tracy Chap-
man, Phoebe Bridgers, 
and Old Crow Medicine 
Show have all cut their 
teeth performing on the 
street. 

General Manager Car-
li Scolforo is a Berkshire 
native with a love of 
music and writing. She 
can often be seen roam-
ing the streets of Great 
Barrington, making sure 
everything’s in order, and 
serves as the festival’s 
face on social media. 

“This year is the fifth 
anniversary of Berkshire 

Busk!, and it’s been an 
amazing summer,” said 
Scolforo. “We were able 
to welcome back a lot of 
our favorite performers, 
and bring in some new 
experiences as well. 
After getting rained out 
last year, we were able 
to host our first outdoor 
movie night in partner-
ship with The Triplex 
Cinema and the Boon-
docks Film Society.”

Scolforo added, “This 
summer, we also intro-
duced our first Open Mic 
Night, hosted by local 
recording artist and 
music producer Jackson 
Whalan. We were really 
pleased with the turn-
out of talent. The sheer 
amount of talent that’s 
hidden within an hour or 
so drive of Great Bar-
rington always astounds 
us.”

Local businesses 
sponsor various busking 
spots, like the Berkshire 
Money Management 
Stage in the parking lot 

between the Triplex Cin-
ema and Mama Lo’s BBQ. 
Typically, buskers bring 
their own amplification, 
while there are few spots 
— such as Berkshire 
Mountain Distillery in 
Sheffield — provide 
power. 

Berkshire Busk! will 
end its season with a 
fireworks display on its 
last night on Saturday, 
Aug. 30. 

Berkshire Busk! is 
endorsed by the Select 
Board of the Town of 
Great Barrington and 
is entirely supported by 
sponsorship fees from 
companies and organiza-
tions, as well as philan-
thropic donations from 
granting organizations, 
individuals and the Town 
of Great Barrington. 

It operates under a 
fiscal sponsorship agree-
ment with the Nonprofit 
Center of the Berkshires 
and participates in Mass 
Cultural Council’s Card 
to Culture program — in 
collaboration with the 
Department of Transi-

tional Assistance, the 
Department of Public 
Health’s WIC Nutrition 
Program, the Massachu-
setts Health Connector, 
and hundreds of orga-
nizations — by making 
cultural programming 
accessible to those for 
whom cost is a participa-
tion barrier.

For more information, 
visit: berkshirebusk.com

PHOTO BY ROMAN IWASIWKA 

Brent McCoy of Secret Circus Show at Berkshire Busk!

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Jonathan Walker as 
“Greg” and Jen Cody as 
“Sylvia”  in rehearsal at 
The Sharon Playhouse.
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At The Movies
SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 08/29 > THU 09/04 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

The Mov iehouse is  a  non-pro f i t  501c3  independent  c inema & ar ts  o rgan iza t ion .

CAUGHT STEALING

GIFT CARDS ✴ MEMBERSHIPS ✴ DONATE TODAY

THE ROSES

HIGHEST 2 LOWEST

Thu. Sept. 4 @ 7PM
& Sun. Sept 7 @ 1PM

NT Live
INTER
ALIA

A new play by Suzie Miller
(Prima Facie)

Starring
ROSAMUND PIKE

HONEY DON’T!
JAWS 

T H E  R E  I N S T I T U T E

1395 Boston Corners Rd.  
Millerton, NY  
518-567-5359
www.TheReInstitute.com

Open Saturday from 1pm to 4pm

AN ALTERNATIVE ART GALLERY

ART: ALEC LINDEN

Labor Day weekend art, design and local finds

The unofficial end 
of summer is 
here, and while 

some of us may mourn 
the shortening days and 
cooler nights, the cultur-
ally-inclined denizens of 
the Litchfield Hills, Berk-
shires and Taconics have 
plenty to look forward 
to.

During Labor Day 
weekend, visit one of 
the offerings below, and 
maybe even take home 
a watercolor, rug, or 
locally-crafted wooden 
bowl to ready your home 
for the indoor season 
ahead.

 Kick off the week-
end with libations and 
bites from legendary 
New York City import-
er Rosenthal Wine 
Merchant at Mad Rose 
Gallery (5916 North Elm 
Ave., Millerton). The eve-
ning will mark the end of 
Paul Chaleff ’s ceramics 
exhibition, which closes 
at the end of the week-
end. Ashley Gilbertson 
and Franco Pagetti’s 
photography exhibition 
“Fragments in Time,” 
which has been extend-
ed through Sept. 21, will 
also be on display.  RSVP 
by emailing info@mad-
rosegallery.com.

 Head to the Corn-
wall Library (30 Pine St., 
Cornwall) for its seventh 
annual weekend-long 
Art Sale, and peruse an 
endless supply of prints, 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Paul Chaleff ’s exhibit at Mad Rose Gallery in Millerton. 

posters, watercolors, 
photos, paintings and 
more, with price tags 
ranging from a very 
reasonable $20 to much 
greater sums.

 The Library has an-
nounced that this year’s 
selection will “run the 
gamut from the antique 
to the contemporary, 
from the jazzy and col-
orful to the classic black 
and white, from realistic 
to abstract.” Thanks to 
generous donors, the 
sale will feature works 
from notable artists such 
as Amedeo Modigliani, 
Enrique Chagoya, Marc 
Simont, Leonard Baskin, 
Ruth Gannett, Robert 

Andrew Parker, Nicole 
Eisenman, R. H. Quay-
tman, and others, as 
well as a special exhibi-
tion of vintage photos, 
paintings and posters 
from late artist Duncan 
Hannah.

 For more information 
and hours, visit corn-
walllibrary.org/labor-
day-art-sale/.

 Visit the Barn at the 
Pine Plains location of 
beloved antiques and 
décor purveyor Ham-
mertown (3201 NY-199, 
Pine Plains) and find the 
coffee table of your vin-
tage dreams this week-
end. Up to 75% off home 
goods and furniture of all 

kinds will be available.
 This year’s iteration 

of the biannual tent sale 
features a “Makers Mar-
ket” with local artisans, 
craftspeople and food 
vendors.

 Visit https://shop.
hammertown.com/
blogs/journal/hammer-
town-labor-day-tent-sale 
for additional details and 
hours.

 The Berkshire 
Woodworkers Guild, a 
coalition of local wood-
workers that supports 
the local industry and its 
craftspeople, is hosting 
its 25th Fine Woodwork 
Show at the Berkshire 
Botanical Garden (5 

West Stockbridge Rd., 
Stockbridge) this week-
end. Attendees will have 
the chance to watch 32 
masters from around 
the Tri-Corner region 
demonstrate their 
trades, from woodturn-
ing and Chinese joinery 
to boat building and 
French polishing.

 The event will also 
announce the allocation 
of $32,000 from its schol-
arship fund to support 9 
aspiring woodworkers, 
and host a silent auction 
of guild member-crafted 
pieces to support next 
year’s fund. Works from 
the artisans will also be 
available for viewing and 
sale.

 Pittsfield, Massachu-
setts’ Hot Plate Brew-
ing will provide frothy, 
local ales for swilling, 
while SoCo Creamery 
of Great Barrington 
will be pedaling its 
handcrafted ice cream 
for sweeter options for 
the whole family. Great 

Cape Baking Co., from 
Dover Plains will offer a 
full breakfast and lunch 
menu, including donuts, 
while Pleasant & Main 
from Housatonic will be 
providing the caffeine 
and crepes.  Further 
details can be found at 
berkshirewoodworkers.
org.

 Artists across Corn-
wall will fling open their 
studio and gallery doors 
to welcome Labor Day 
culture ramblers on 
Saturday afternoon. An 
eclectic lineup of ten 
participating artists will 
show their work, ranging 
from pottery to sculpture 
paths, allowing partici-
pants a chance to enjoy 
the fresh late-summer 
weather as they meander 
through Cornwall’s green 
valleys from studio to 
studio.  For a list of the 
artists, a map, and direc-
tions to each studio, visit 
ornwallct.org/event/
cornwall-open-stu-
dio-2025/.

MUSIC: THOMAS JENSEN 

Handler debuts, Hadelich dazzles 
in thrilling night at Tanglewood 

On Saturday, Aug. 
16, we were 
excited to see 

the debut of new Boston 
Symphony Orchestra 
assistant conductor 
Anna Handler, and the 
return of violinist Augus-
tin Hadelich. Another 
warm evening in Lenox 
with humidity near 100 
percent, couldn’t stop 
a massive crowd from 
gathering. 

Handler strode onto 
the Shed stage with 
purpose, greeted the 
evening’s concertmas-
ter, Alexander Velinzon, 
and took the podium for 
Brahms’ “Tragic Over-
ture.”  Right away, her 
crisp, powerful con-
ducting style — clearly 
reminiscent of Andris 
Nelsons’ — was effective 
at bringing Brahms to 
life. She urged forth the 
strings, waved in the 
brass and percussion 
with verve, and caressed 
her winds in an emo-
tional way.  

Velinzon and the 
stings were superb — 
a powerfully played 
Brahms. Handler made 
her mark. She bowed 
modestly, placing hand 
to heart, and pointed to 
credit various sections 
and individuals. She 

strode off stage with 
pace and quickly re-
turned for Schumann’s 
“Symphony No. 4.”

No. 4 begins with 

somber tones and de-
velops into something 
else: Ziernlich langsam 

PHOTO BY HILARY SCOTT

Anna Handler makes her BSO debut.
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WHDD AM 1020  
Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

BOOKS: LEILA HAWKEN

The Dogist: Understanding human-canine bonds

Elias Weiss Fried-
man, acclaimed 
canine photogra-

pher and creator of "The 
Dogist," brought heart 
and humor to Trout-
beck's Luminary Series 
in Amenia, sharing sto-
ries that celebrated the 
enduring bond between 
humans and their dogs.

The event, held Sun-
day, Aug. 24, was paired 
with The Little Guild of 
Cornwall, giving attend-
ees the chance to meet 
and greet a small selec-
tion of dogs available for 
adoption. Friedman is 
passionate about organi-
zations that advocate for 
canine welfare and ser-
vice training, makingThe 
Little Guild a natural 
partner for the event.

A best-selling author, 
Friedman brought along 
his latest book, “This 
Dog Will Change Your 
Life,” that was greeted 
with brisk sales and 
the chance to obtain a 
signed copy. His Ins-
tagram postings have 
amassed a loyal fol-
lowing of more than 11 
million and growing. 
To date, he has pho-
tographed more than 
50,000 dogs.

“Dogs complete every 
aspect of human life,” 
said Charlie Champali-
maud, Troutbeck owner, 

who served as interview-
er for the event. “I just 
love dogs, and I’m very 
excited to see people 
come together,” she add-
ed. Her own family dog, 
Rocky, accompanied her 
and charmed the au-
dience with exemplary 
behavior.

“I’ve been follow-
ing you for years,” said 

Priscilla McCord of 
Lakeville, speaking with 
Friedman before the 
event began. McCord 
also serves as a board 
member at The Little 
Guild.

“You are an artist and 
storyteller,” said Cham-
palimaud, introducing 
Friedman to the audi-
ence of more than 100 

dog lovers gathered in 
Troutbeck’s pole barn.

Friedman said he has 
been developingThe Do-
gist concept and brand 
for the past 11 years.

“I had an under-
standing of the cultural 
phenomenon of dogs,” he 
said. “Dogs are a source 
of joy. I wanted to write 

about that,” he added, 
noting that dogs are also 
hilarious.

“I was a shy kid with a 
dog,” Friedman recalled. 
“Dogs are generous with 
their eye contact.”

“I’ve moved the 
needle a bit in how we 
appreciate our dogs,” he 
said of his role as The 

Dogist. Over the years, 
his work has included 
helping dogs find homes 
or receive service dog 
training.

Asked about recent 
advances in artificial 
intelligence in learning 
to communicate with 
animals — particularly 
current research into 
communicating with 
whales — Friedman 
noted that we already 
communicate with dogs, 
though often through 
our own ego. “There is 
no shortage of commu-
nication,” he said.

He added that some 
dog owners might not 
want to know their dogs’ 
honest opinions about 
their circumstances or 
lifestyles.

Looking ahead, Fried-
man will be internation-
al in scope, exploring 
how different cultures 
view their relationships 
with dogs. He expects 
to find meaningful 
differences and insights 
across borders.

Next in the Luminary 
series at Troutbeck will 
be a talk by Mark Ron-
son on Sunday, Sept. 7. 
He will speak about his 
book, “Night People,” 
pairing the talk with a 
DJ session. For more 
information, go to www.
troutbeck.com.

PHOTOS BY LEILA HAWKEN

... at Tanglewood Continued from previous page

(Rather slow) to Lebhaft 
(lively) to Romanze: Zier-
nlich langsam, to Scher-
zo: Lebhaft — Trio, then. 
Langsam — Lebhaft — 
Schneller — Presto (slow 
— lively — faster — very 
fast.) 

It was exquisitely 
performed with Handler 
bringing both artistry 
and quality. It flowed like 
a river — meandering, 
then surging with power, 
until it exploded into a 
torrent. The build up was 
sharp; the conclusion 
loud, and vibrant. 

Handler turned to 
the audience, now a 
broad smile. She shook 
Velinzon’s hand. Her 
deeper bows greeted a 
standing ovation — a 
glimpse into a bright 
future.

After intermission, it 
was up to Hadelich to 
follow a great orchestral 
performance.  

A large man with 
larger hair, he dwarfed 
Handler as he waited on-
stage to begin his part in 
the famous Tchaikovsky 
“Violin Concerto.” 
Velinzon and the orches-
tra led the soft opening 
bars. Hadelich lifted the 
1744 “Leduc / Szeryng” 
Guarneri (lent to him 
through the Tarisio 
Trust), and began. Sweet 
tones emerged. 

He had previously 
played the 1723 “ex-Kie-
sewetter” Stradivari 
but switched recently 

after hearing the mel-
low, more human-like 
voice he was in search 
of — and found — in the 
Guarneri. What followed 
was smooth, soft, gentle 
brilliance. 

Allegro moderato – 
Moderato assai served as 
a warm-up. Then came 
Canzonetta: Andante 
—and things really got 
going. The Finale: Allegro 
vivacissiomo, Hadelich 
flew up and down the 
neck of the Guarneri 
with such speed and 
precision that, through 
binoculars, I caught 
Velinzon chuckle and 

shake his head in disbe-
lief from the best seat in 
the house. 

A virtuoso perfor-
mance.  The crowd 
roared.

An encore followed: 
Forrester (arr. Hadelich) 
“Wild Fiddler’s Rag” — 
fun and flirtatious.

Will there be other 
evenings as bright as 
this? Likely, but few and 
far between. 

Will Velinzon and the 
orchestra continue to 
create rare conditions 
where these thermonu-
clear pyrotechnics are 
possible?  Absolutely.

PHOTO BY HILARY SCOTT

Anna Handler at Tanglewood.

Elias Weiss Friedman, aka 
The Dogist, photographing 
adoptable pup Petunia 
from the Little Guild at 
Troutbeck and signing 
books after his talk.
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Taxis
 5. Space Systems 

Command
 8. Plant seed by scattering
 11. Alliances
 13. Fiddler crabs
 14. Heroic tale
 15. Yemen capital
 16. Misleading gesture
 17. Cain and __
 18. Simple shoe
 20. Hundredweight
 21. Children’s toy in the 

snow
 22. Gets rid of
 25. Free of deceit
 30. Performed a dance
 31. Chinese philosophical 

principle
 32. Exaggerated
 33. Refrain from inflicting
 38. A doctrine 
 41. Can be subdued
 43. A place to bathe
 45. Land used for pasture
 48. Curved piece of iron
 49. Automobile
 50. Fencing sword
 55. Breezes through
 56. Child
 57. NBA legend Iverson
 59. Horsley and Iacocca 

are two
 60. Midway between 

northeast and east
 61. Spiritual leader of a 

Jewish congregation
 62. U.S. leader during 

much of WW2
 63. Lair
 64. Fibrous material

CLUES DOWN
 1. Home of “60 Minutes”
 2. Expression of sorrow 

or pity
 3. __ fide: legitimate
 4. Immune response
 5. Assistance and support
 6. Glared
 7. Spanish saloon
 8. Pitch black
 9. S-shaped lines
 10. Statistical test
 12. __ Paulo, city

 14. Graduation garb
 19. A way to record
 23. Not good
 24. Weather events
 25. A pituitary hormone
 26. Jamie Foxx film
 27. Rocker’s accessory
 28. One point east 

(clockwise) of due north
 29. One who obtains 

pleasure from another’s 
pain

 34. Consume
 35. Licensed for Wall Street
 36. Sick
 37. Israeli city __ Aviv
 39. Removed the husk
 40. Mass of rocks and 

sediment
 41. Two-year-old sheep
 42. Area units
 44. Prison overseer

August 21 Solution

August 21 Solution

Sudoku

 45. Walked
 46. Wartime escort 

aircraft carrier
 47. Tax
 48. 50 percent
 51. Swiss river
 52. Tattle
 53. Actor Idris
 54. Resist authority 

(slang)
 58. Egg of a louse

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro  

An ASE Certifi ed Technician

...Sylvia at Playhouse
Continued from Page B1

Rounding out the 
cast is Sienna Brann, 
taking on a trio of roles 
that highlight the play’s 
comic versatility. The 
design team includes 
Christopher and Justin 
Swader (scenic), Kath-
leen DeAngelis (cos-
tumes), Bobbie Zlotnik 
(wigs), Wheeler Moon 
(lighting), and Graham 

Last week’s WotW

Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.
Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.

Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 
Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

1. British tea time pastry

2. Budget-friendly; frugal

4. Summertime destination

5. School is back in session

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

3. Arrive at a goal

C           H          A          I           R

B           E           R          R          Y

D           R          O          N          E

R            O          G          U          E

R            O          U          T          E

TRI-CORNER CALENDAR
Items are printed as space permits. Submit calendar items to editor@lakevillejournal.com

	 AUGUST 28
Book Reading Luncheon

SVNA Home Assistance, 30A 
Salmon Kill Road, Salisbury, 
Conn.

Thursday, Aug. 28, 
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., local Lakeville 
Author and SVNA Home 
Assistance Caregiver 
Brian Hoff Reads from 
his comedy book 
"Twisted Terminology," 
a humorous look at over 
100 historical sayings 
we still use today — like 
“Cat’s Out of the Bag,” 
and “Head Over Heels.”

	 AUGUST 29
Northern Dutchess 

Symphony Orchestra
Stissing Center, 2950 Church 
St., Pine Plains, N.Y.

Aug. 29 at 7 p.m.

The Northern Dutchess 
Symphony Orchestra 
returns to Stissing Center 
with Broadway musicians 
Rachel Handman and 
Keve Wilson for a show-
stopping evening of 
music and stories. From 
Bach to Wynton Marsalis, 
Astor Piazzolla to Aaron 
Copland, their program 
leaps joyfully across 
genres and eras. 

Tickets: www.
ndsorchestra.org

Sylvia at Sharon 
Playhouse
Sharon Playhouse, Sharon, 
Conn. SharonPlayhouse.org

Aug. 29 to Sept. 7.

Jen Cody stars in A.R. 
Gurney’s comedy Sylvia, 
directed by Colin Hanlon. 
This heartwarming and 
witty play follows a man 
whose life is changed 
when he brings home a 
stray dog—played by a 
human actor. Featuring 
Jonathan Walker, 
Jennifer Van Dyck, and 
Sienna Brann. Tickets at 
SharonPlayhouse.org

Berkshire Opera Festival 
Presents Verdi's La 
Traviata
Mahaiwe Performing Arts 
Center, 14 Castle Street, Great 
Barrington, Mass.

Friday, Aug. 29 at 7:30 
p.m. Verdi’s beloved 
opera follows Violetta, 
a Parisian courtesan 
who gives up everything 
for love—only to face 
heartbreak when fate 
intervenes. A story of 
passion, sacrifice, and 
the fleeting nature 
of happiness, set to 
some of opera’s most 
unforgettable music. 

Labor Day Art Sale
Cornwall Library, 30 
Pine St., Cornwall, Conn. 
cornwalllibrary.org

Kick off the holiday 
weekend at a celebratory 
reception on Friday, 
Aug. 29 from 6 to 8 p.m., 
launching Cornwall 
Library's annual Labor 
Day Art Sale. Sale hours 
continue on: Saturday, 
Aug. 30, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Sunday, Aug. 31, 10 am 
to 4 pm, Monday, Sept. 
1, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Great 
finds and one-of-a-kinds!  
All profits benefit the 
Cornwall Library.

	 AUGUST 30
Cornwall Artist Open 

Studio Tour
Cornwall, Conn.

The 19th Annual 
Cornwall Open Studios 
will be Saturday, Aug. 
30, 1 to 5 p.m. Past year's 
Open Studios have really 
showcased part of what 
makes Cornwall special. 
More info and the map 
of studios is available at 
www.wishhouse.com

Neon Moons Dance Party 
at Stissing Center
Stissing Center for Arts & 
Culture, 2950 Church Street, 
Pine Plains, N.Y.

Aug. 30 at 7 p.m. 
Admission: $10 cover. 
Join honky-tonk band 
Neon Moons for a lively 
night of country grooves 
and dance-worthy 
jams. Tickets and info: 
thestissingcenter.org

Berkshire Woodworkers 
Guild Fine Woodwork 
Show & Silent Auction
Berkshire Botanical Garden, 5 
West Stockbridge Road (Route 
102), Stockbridge, Mass.

Saturday & Sunday, 
Aug. 30 and 31, 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Admission: 
$5 General | $3 BBG 
Members. A weekend 
show and sale of fine 
woodworking by artisans 
from the Berkshires and 
nearby regions. Live 
woodworking demos, 
silent auction to support 
scholarships, and local 
food vendors on site.

	 SEPTEMBER 1
Thomas Franken: 

"Yesterday & Today"
Kent Art Association, 29 South 
Main St., Kent, Conn.

Opening Reception: 
Saturday, Sept. 6, 5 to 7 
p.m. Exhibition Dates: 
Sept. 1 to 30. A special 
showing of over 25 
original works, including 
large-scale paintings not 
previously exhibited. 
Reception coincides 
with the KAA's Sculpture 
Invitational Show.

	 SEPTEMBER 2
History Talk Series

South Canaan Meetinghouse, 
12 Rte. 63, Falls Village, Conn.

The Falls Village-Canaan 
Historical Society's 
1st Tuesday at Seven 
Summer Talk will take 
place on Sept. 2, 7 p.m. 
at the South Canaan 
Meetinghouse. The final 
talk of the season is 
on Stunt Pilot Stanley 
Segalla & the History 
of the Canaan Airport. 
Stan's son, Billy Segalla, 
also a stunt pilot, will 
be the speaker. The talk 
is open to the public 

and has free admission, 
although donations are 
appreciated. For more 
info call 860-824-5607.

	 SEPTEMBER 4
Local Author: Leigh Stein 

at The White Hart
The White Hart, 15 
Undermountain Rd., Salisbury, 
Conn.

At 6:30 p.m. on Sept. 4, 
Leigh Stein discusses 
her new novel "If You're 
Seeing This, It's Meant for 
You" in conversation with 
Amelia Wilson. Tickets 
$15, includes a drink 
and $5 book voucher. 
Presented by Oblong 
Books, the White Hart 
Inn, and Scoville Library. 
Info: oblongbooks.com/
event/white-hart-leigh-
stein.

	 SEPTEMBER 5
First Friday Music

Congregational Church 
of Salisbury, 30 Main St., 
Salisbury, Conn.

First Friday Music 
returns to Salisbury 
UCC Sept. 5 at 12 p.m. 
with Baroque music by 
vocalist Allison Gish and 
cellist Kyra Saltman. Free 
to the public. Doors open 
at 11:45 a.m.

Banned Book Club: As I 
Lay Dying
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

Friday, Sept. 5 at 4 p.m. 
David M. Hunt Library 
and the Falls Village 
Equity Project will host 
a Banned Book Club. 

This month we will be 
discussing the book "As 
I Lay Dying" by William 
Faulkner. Copies of the 
book are available at 
the library. This group 
is open to anyone high 
school aged and older.

	 SEPTEMBER 6
AI: Prompting and 

Practical Tools with 
Pam Doran
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon, 10 Upper Main 
St., Sharon, Conn. 
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org

Saturday, Sept. 6, 11 a.m. 
to noon.

This AI information 
session is interactive, 
showing several tools 
such as ChatGPT, 
Perplexity and others 
in action. Pam Doran 
will demonstrate the 
differences in their 
outputs, how prompt 

wording affects results, 
and techniques for 
getting reliable, source-
cited responses. We’ll 
also discuss responsible 
use of AI for learning 
and creativity. Pam can 
run all tools using only 
browser-based tools.

Donald Sosin & Joanna 
Seaton: Silent Film & 
Live Music
Gordon Hall, Music Mountain, 
225 Music Mountain Road, 
Falls Village, Conn.

Sept. 6, 7 p.m.

Screening of F.W. 
Murnau’s Sunrise (1927) 
with live music by 
Donald Sosin (piano) and 
Joanna Seaton (vocals/
percussion). A landmark 
silent film accompanied 
by original music from 
renowned performers 
and composers.

Stone (sound), ensuring 
the story is grounded in 
a fully realized world, 
albeit one occasionally 
seen from a dog’s point 
of view.

Performances run 
through Sept. 7 at the 
Sharon Playhouse. For 
tickets and more infor-
mation, visit sharon-
playhouse.org.
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To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

Real Estate Email your classified ad to  
classified@lakevillejournal.com.

To view all the news and Classifieds from 
The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton 

News each week, go to our websites at 
lakevillejournal.com and millertonnews.

com

SALISBURY, 
CT

BOOK & TAG SALE: Fri, 
Sept 5 and Sat, Sept 6. 
Sponsored by Noble 
Horizons Auxiliary. Free 
9am to 2pm on both 
days. Early birds pay 
$10 from 8am to 9am 
Fri only. Books, furniture, 
china, glassware, linens, 
jewelry, wide variety of 
household items. All 
proceeds benefit Noble 
Horizons residents, 17 
Cobble Road, Salisbury, 
CT 860-435-9851.

LARGE ECLECTIC 12 
H O U S E H O L D  TA G 
SALE:in the Amesville 
Section of Falls Village/
Salisbury, CT. 19 Sugar 
Hill Road - 7 households! 
And others sprinkled 
in the neighborhood. 
Follow signs! Friday Au-
gust 29 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday August 30 
9 a.m. to 4p.m. Come 
One Come All because 
there is something for 
everyone!

FALLS 
VILLAGE, CT

BARN/ESTATE SALE:Fri 
& Sat 8/29 & 30. 9am to 
4pm and Sun 8/31. 9am 
to 2pm. Items from 2 
estates, plus lots of barn 
items. Collectable tins, 
patio furniture, tread-
mill, backhoe, kayak, 
many old and interest-
ing pieces. Cash only. 
8 Kellogg Road, Falls 
Village, CT.

TAG SALESTAG SALES

THE NEWS 
THAT MATTERS 

to you

HOUSING       BUSINESSES
GOVERNMENT       SCHOOLS       LAND

RIVERS & LAKES       HISTORY       SPORTS
NONPROFITS      THE ARTS      RECREATION

THE NORTHWEST CORNER       THE HARLEM VALLEY

860-435-9873 • 64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031

Subscribe Today
You’ll never miss vital reporting with a subscription  

to your community news source.

Just $10 monthly
Email circulation@lakevillejournal.com or call 860-435-9873 x303.

Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning.

HELP WANTED
E X P E R I E N C E D  H O R S E 

EQUESTRIAN: to train 
three-year-old white Persian 
Mare for trail riding. 860-
364-0603.

HELP WANTED: Small Angus 
Farm seeks reliable help for 
cattle and horses. Duties in-
clude feeding, fence repair, 
machine repair. Will train the 
right person. 860-364-0603.

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF SALISBURY 

IS LOOKING FOR A PART-
TIME SCHOOL CROSSING 
GUARD: The School Cross-
ing Guard helps children 
safely cross the busy inter-
section on their way to and 
from school, and control 
traffic flow around schools in 
the morning (7:45-8:45am), 
and at the end of the school 
day (2:45-3:45pm). Please 
submit your cover letter and 
resume to: Town of Salis-
bury, Attn: School Crossing 
Guard Position, P.O. Box 548, 
Salisbury, CT 06068 or call 
860-435-5170. The Town of 
Salisbury is an equal oppor-
tunity employer.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 
House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

SEEKING CARETAKING 
POSITION: Married couple 
seek position on estate 
or gentleman’s farm in or 
around Lichfield County in 
exchange for living quar-
ters. Extremely responsible 
and discreet. Experienced 
in grounds maintenance 
and cattle and horse care. 
Proficient with tractor 
mowing, snowplowing, 
fencing, chainsaw work, 
lawn care, etc. Recently 
returned to NE after de-
cade teaching abroad. 
Please contact Stephen & 
Sumaira Johnson at (959) 
895-5801 sjohnsonvt61 
@gmail.com.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or

LJMN Media, Inc., a nonprofit, 
community-supported news organization 
serving northwest Connecticut and 
eastern Dutchess County, N.Y., is seeking 
an experienced and strategic Executive 
Editor to lead our editorial team.

The Executive Editor will oversee all 
editorial operations, lead newsroom 
planning, support youth journalism 
programs, engage readers, and build 
trust within the communities we serve.

This is a full-time position with 
a competitive benefits package 
and a hybrid work environment 
based in the Tri-State region.

For more information, visit 
lakevillejournal.com/employment.

To apply, send a cover letter, resume,  
and 3–5 work samples to  
James Clark, CEO/Publisher,  
at jamesc@lakevillejournal.com.

LJMN Media is an equal opportunity employer.

millertonnews.com • 860-435-9873 ext. 608

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
 The Lakeville Journal 
& The Millerton News

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

lakevillejournal.com • 860-435-9873

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

SUMMER’S ABOUT OVER. 2 RENTALS:  
1 HOME; ONE 2nd FLR, 2 BEDROOM APT. BOTH IN LAKEVILLE.

2 bedrooms, village 
location, living room, 
kitchen, 1 bath, no garage, 
no cats. 1 dog with 
application/permission, 
non smokers. Utilities 
extra. Unfurnished. Call for 
term and pricing.  

LAKEVILLE HOME with 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, basically furnished, 
convenient to summer theatres and area events in CT, MA, and NY. 
Pet restricted. CALL FOR CURRENT PRICING AVAILABLE 
SEPTEMBER 1st

A 2ND FLOOR APT.A YEAR ROUND OR SCHOOL SEASON RENTAL

REAL ESTATE
: intention to make any such 

preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale or

REAL ESTATE
:rental of a dwelling that 

indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

OUR TOWNSSPORTS

Relaxed approach, solid roots help Steve 

Nelson win Sporting Clays Championship

By THOMAS E. JENSEN

Special to the Millerton News

MILLBROOK — On Sun-
day, Aug. 17, dozens of sport-
ing clays shooters assembled 
in Millbrook for the Orvis 
Sandanona Club Champion-
ship Shoot. 

I brought our local club 
skeet champion Gary Har-
rington over from Great Bar-
rington, Massachusetts, to 
see how he fared. Harrington 
can produce perfect scores at 
the skeet range, but Sporting 
Clays present a wider variety 
of targets, flying at different 
altitudes, angles, and speeds. 
They present a realistic pre-
sentation of the varied game 
hunters encounter in the field 
like quail, pheasants, grouse, 
ducks, doves, teal, and rabbits. 

I spoke with Peter 
Rundquist, an Orvis man-
ager, about the facility. The 
Wing family in Millbrook 
developed the property over 
three generations. A combina-
tion of wealth in the 19th and 
20th centuries from being big 
players in the chemical dye 
industry and also agriculture, 
developing the jersey cattle 
breed, allowed the family to 
acquire hundreds of acres of 
forest, fields, streams, and wet-
lands in Dutchess county. 

The latest generation Wing 
took an interest in bird hunt-
ing and raising pheasants, and 
was very good at both. 

A hunting lodge was built 
using the original Nine Part-

ners Road Schoolhouse, a very 
historic building itself. The 
estate was named Sandanona, 
a Native American word for 
“brilliant sunshine,” and the 
birds raised there were used 
to stock fields where hunters 
were invited to shoot over 
dogs. 

Sandanona was the first 
licensed game bird preserve 
in the country. Birds were 
also sold to other clubs and to 
New York State to stock public 
hunting lands. Now, thousands 
of birds are raised and stocked 
all over the state. In the 1990s, 
sporting goods company Orvis 
bought the property, a natural 
fit for them to create a shoot-
ing and fly fishing preserve 
to add to their list of presti-
gious facilities where sports-
men could hone their skills, 
purchase the equipment they 
needed in the field, and meet 
other sportsmen. 

The facility also hosts an 
Orvis Game Fair each Fall, 
open to the public, where over 
5,000 people come from all 
over and receive free instruc-
tion in shotgun shooting, fly 
tying and fishing, dog care 
and handling, game cooking, 
falconry, game management, 
conservation, and a host of 
other outdoor activities. 

Zach Clum from the Orvis 
Upland Department filled me 
in on the course and targets. 
Zach is a New York State 
champion sporting clays 
shooter; he and his team set 
a challenging set of targets 

for this championship shoot. 
100 targets over 16 stations; 
all pairs — no single birds — 
requiring 2 shots, some tar-
gets released simultaneously, 
others “on report” with the 
second target released after 
the competitor fires his first 
shot. Fourteen stations were 
six shots — three pairs — but 
two were eight shots — four 
pairs. 

The competition com-
menced at 9:30 a.m. and by 11 
a.m. scores were coming in. 
When the dust settled, it was 
Steve Nelson of Rye, New 
York, with the high score of 
84. Runner up with 80 was 
Alan Pana, followed by David 
Campbell with 78. The average 
score was in the low 40s. 

Harrington hit a respect-
able 51, and was well within 
the top third of the field. Clum 
had won his recent New York 
State championship with a 
score of 57.

I interviewed Nelson af-
ter we were served a lunch of 
sandwiches, fresh salads and 
cold beverages on picnic tables 
in the shade. He started with 
shotguns as a young teen in 
rural Virginia; his grandpar-
ents were small game hunt-
ers — not for sport, but to put 
nutritious food on the table. 
He learned from them how to 
hunt upland birds, but he did 
not continue. 

Instead, he raised a family, 
studied law, and is now a Com-
mercial Real Estate attorney. 
In 2020 his son brought him 

to a father-son target shoot 
at Sandanona. He enjoyed it 
so much that he took up the 
sport. 

Nelson appreciates getting 
out of the office and stretch-
ing his legs. Sunday, he took 
a relaxed approach to the 
competition; he was there to 
enjoy the good weather and 
good company for the day. He 
admits he is not a quick shot, 
but he said mental training 
at problem solving may have 
helped him puzzle out how to 
overcome physical reaction 
speed with the best choices 
of which bird to shoot at first, 
given his body type. 

He said he is pleased to be 
a club member, and is highly 
impressed with the friendly 
Orvis staff. They all know his 
name, and are happy to see him 
every time he arrives. 

“I used a Caesar Guerini 
Summit Limited 12 gauge 
shotgun that I purchased 
from the great team at Orvis 
Sandanona,” Nelson said of his 
equipment. “I used Winchester 
AA shells.”

Orvis Sandanona’s shoot-
ing preserve and learning 
center provide opportunities 
for everyone from the well-
to-do sportsman to begin-
ning youngsters. The Orvis 
Game Fair, set for Sept. 20 to 
21 at Orvis Sandanona in Mill-
brook, will welcome visitors 
of all interest and skill levels 
to the facility. More informa-
tion is available online at www.
orvis.com.

Pine Plains 12-month median 

home price hits $555K

By CHRISTINE BATES

Special to the Millerton News

PINE PLAINS — Transfers 
from June and July suggest the 
Pine Plains real estate market 
continues to strengthen. 

Of the four sales of single-
family homes, one sold for over 
$3 million while 16 acres of va-
cant farm land sold for $57,000 
an acre. At the same time two 
homes sold for under $500,000. 

The 12-month trailing me-
dian price of a single-family 
home in July reached a new 
high in July of $555,000 be-
cause of recent multi-million 
dollar sales, while the three-
year median is $350,000 in July.

Active listings in mid-Au-
gust include seven parcels of 
land and 18 houses with only 
three under $500,000 and 
five over $1 million. 

June

54 Birch Drive — 4 bed-
room/2 bath home on .68 
acres sold for $250,00 to 
Andrea L. Bartolomeo.

2314-2816 Church St. — 2 

bedroom/1 bath home with 
2,736 square feet of commer-
cial space sold for $450,000 to 
HTWP Properties LLC.

July

25 Winchell Trail — 5 bed-
room/5 bath home on 12.8 
acres sold for $7,400,000 to 
25 Winchell Trail LLC.

Route 199 (#905040) — 16 
acres of vacant farmland sold 
for $950,000 to 4071 Route 
199 LLC.

7766 Main Street — 3 bed-
room/2 bath house sold for 
$565,000 to Shannon Kane.

*Town of Pine Plains property 
transfers from June and July are 
sourced from Dutchess County 
Real Property Office monthly re-
ports. Details on property from 
Dutchess Parcel Access. Actual 
parcel numbers indicated by 
(#___) are included for properties 
without specific street address. 
Market data from One Key MLS 
and inforsparks. Compiled by 
Christine Bates, Real Estate Ad-
visor with William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty, Licensed in 
Connecticut and New York.

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

An example of the strengthening Pine Plains market is 

the sale of 7766 Main Street for $565,000 on July 10 after 

having been listed for under $300,000 for several years.
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FREEFREE 
In-Home In-Home 
ConsultationConsultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

BUY MORE
SAVE MORE

1-5 shades: 20%
6-10 shades: 25%

11 or more: 30%
*Excludes Lutron 

& Hunter Douglas
Good until 8/31/25

Building/Remodeling

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Excavation
Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozers  

Dumptrucks • Power Rake • Foundations Dug  
Water & Electric Lines Dug 

Drainage Installed • Landclearing • Grading  
Ponds Dug  • Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed 

Landscaping
Lawn Installation • Lawn Repair • Fencing 
Paver Bluestone Terraces • Retaining Walls 

Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers 
Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls 

Tree And Shrub Planting

Grounds Maintenance
Lawn Care • Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up 

Edging, Mulching • Lawn Fertilization 
Lawn Pest, Disease Control • Weed Control 

Weekly Maintenance Programs • Field Mowing 
Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding • Brush Clearing

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

When you need  
to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Auto Repair

Auto Storage

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Insulation Painting

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Tree Service

Well & Pump Services

Roofing Services

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating

71
Years

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Tree Care • Tree Removal • Tick Spraying

applewoodtreecare@yahoo.com
860-733-2020

Jason Bresson
J. Phillip Bresson

CT arborist license# 62658, NY pest license# CO-653231
CT arborist license# 65653

B-2580

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She­  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

(860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM
Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 

Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CREAM HILL 
PRECISION PAINTERS 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR • WALLPAPER 

INSURED 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

I NSTAGRAM, @CREAMIHLLPAINTING 
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• Pumps 
• Well Drilling 
• Water Filtration 
• “No Water”  

Emergency Service

PAINTING
PATIOS 

LAWN MOWING 
WOOD CLEARING 
SNOW PLOWING
LAWN FERTILIZER

HANDYMAN WORK
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

EXCAVATION

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

Generators

Electrical Contractor

Sharon Electric LLCSharon Electric LLC
www.sharonelectriccompany.kohlergeneratordealer.com

GENERATORS

Sales, Service, Installations
Salisbury, Connecticut 06068 88860-435-9683

Sharon Electric LLCSharon Electric LLC

Salisbury, CT 06068
sharonelectric86@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Residential & Commercial
NEW CONSTRUCTION,  

RENOVATIONS, SERVICE UPGRADES

88860-435-9683
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