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By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — It’s impos-
sible to step inside Candy-O’s in 
downtown Millerton without feel-
ing the influence of Sal Osnato, 
the late owner of the T-Shirt Farm 
just down the block. After Sal died 
this past April at age 85, his daugh-
ter, Gillian Osnato, stepped in to 
carry on not just one beloved Main 
Street business — but two.

Gillian, who opened Candy-O’s 
nearly five years ago, credits her 
father as the inspiration behind 
her retro-style brand — not just 
in spirit, but in style.

“My dad was such a ’70s kind 
of person, and rock ’n’ roll was his 
thing,” she said. “I wanted the store 
to feel like a vintage candy shop 
— like you just walked into a cool, 
colorful place.”

And she’s succeeded. Nearly 
five years in, Candy-O’s has be-
come a sweet staple in town, draw-
ing a steady stream of regulars and 
seasonal visitors — not just for the 
nostalgic treats, but for the store’s 
one-of-a-kind personality and 
charm.

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

At the drive-in

Cars packed in the Four Brother’s parking lot, in front 

of the drive-in and in every streetside parking space 

available in downtown Amenia for a fireworks display 

at the Four Brother’s Drive-in on the Fourth of July Fri-

day. Fireworks punctuated a double feature of “Jurassic 

World: Rebirth” and “F1.”

PHOTO PROVIDED

Sal Osnato

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

An old-fashioned handshake finalized the transfer of ownership 

of the Gridley charcoal kilns to the Town of Amenia on Thursday, 

July 3. Restorer of the kilns Bernie Leighton represented owner 

Eric Bommer at the event. He is shaking hands with Town Su-

pervisor Leo Blackman. Town Historian Betsy Strauss, center, 

spoke of the history and unveiled a new permanent sign detailing 

the site’s importance to the iron industry of the 19th century.

Amenia officially accepts gift 

of restored 1825 charcoal kilns

“I’ve watched local kids grow 
up,” she said. “They come into the 
shop and I know their orders.”

Despite the daily grind of run-
ning a small business, Gillian says 
she wouldn’t trade it for anything.

“I find even when I’m mentally 

exhausted or in a bad space, I can 
have a positive interaction with a 
customer, and it changes my whole 
day,” she said. “I thrive on com-
munication and connecting with 

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

WASSAIC — Under sunny 
morning skies on the eve of July 4 
Independence Day celebrations, a 
long-anticipated gift to the town of 
the historic Wassaic Charcoal Kilns 
became official. The transfer of the 
two restored 19th century stone 
kilns is now official after an on-
site ceremony on Thursday, July 3.

The kilns, expertly restored by 
local resident Bernie Leighton, 
have been transferred to the town 
as a gift from Eric Bommer, owner 
of the Deep Hollow Preserve adja-
cent to the property.

Noting that 2025 marks the Bi-
centennial of the kilns that were 
built in 1825 by Noah Gridley, 
Town Historian Betsy Strauss in-
vited everyone to plan to visit the 

Speaking signs with local 

volunteer restorer

By CHARLIE GREENBERG

Special to the Millerton News

MILLERTON — History is a 
family tradition for George Mc-
Ghee of Pine Plains, who restores 
deteriorated historical event 
markers in and around the town 
of North East. 

McGhee, a longtime employee 
of Herrington’s in Millerton, draws 
on his experience in the hardware 
trade to repair the recognizable 
blue-and-yellow signs to their 
original condition. 

The Pine Plains native took to 
restoring the degraded signs ow-
ing to his grandmother’s influence. 
“My grandmother was a historian, 
so as a kid I’d help with the histori-

cal society and I’d do odd repair 
jobs for older people,” McGhee 
said. “More recently, I saw the 
signs deteriorating, so I thought 
to myself, ‘well why not just paint 
them?’” 

Historical markers are installed 
by the state government through 
an application process, but main-
tenance of the signs is far from 
centralized and usually relies on 
volunteers like Mr. McGhee. Ac-
cording to the website of the New 
York State Education Department,  
“Local authorities maintain, repair, 
and replace historical markers of-
ten in cooperation with local his-
torical groups and volunteers.” 
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Check them out inside.
• Ocean State Job Lot
• Herrington's

Dance Party, July 19 @ 8 PM
Plus, our gallery is open all summer!
Thursdays-Sundays, 12-5PM

wassaicproject.org

(860) 364-1900 | project-sage.org
13a Porter Street, Lakeville, CT 06039

2025 is Project SAGE’s Year of Digital Safety.
If you are being threatened with 
non-consensual image sharing, 

there are steps you can take.

1. Consider blocking, muting, 
or restricting the other person.

2. Report to the platform where 
the images are being hosted.

3. Save evidence  — take screenshots, 
download videos — for possible 
use in a court case.

4. Reach out to a trusted family member, 
friend, or Project SAGE advocate for 
support. All Project SAGE client services 
are free, con� dential, and available 24/7.
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Sunday dinner

A large black bear helped itself to trash from a roadside 

can at the end of a driveway on Mygatt Road just south 

of the Indian Rock Schoolhouse in Amenia on Sunday, 

July 6. Black bears are attracted to the smell of food and 

improperly secured trash cans and bird feeders can draw 

in hungry bears looking for an easy snack.

Millerton renews emergency 

declaration for burned Water Dept.

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — A State 
of Emergency notice posted 
to the Village of Millerton 
website on Thursday, July 
3, referenced “a fire at the 
Village Highway Garage” 
and stated, “such conditions 
threaten the public safety of 
the citizens and residents of 
the Village of Millerton.”

Mayor Jenn Najdek clari-
fied that the document is in 
reference to the February 
incident and that there was 
no new fire — the alert was 
simply a renewal of a 30-day 
emergency declaration ap-
proved by the Village Board 
in March.

“One of our two village 
wells is still not functioning 

due to damage from the orig-
inal fire,” Najdek explained. 
“Typically, we alternate 
both wells, and the concern 
is overuse on the well me-

chanics.” If the current well 
fails, the village may face the 
expensive and logistically 
challenging task of trucking 
in water.

She explained that declar-
ing a State of Emergency al-
lows the village to respond 
more quickly to emergency 
infrastructure needs, such as 
hiring contractors or engi-
neers, without going through 
the full public bidding pro-
cess. The second well is ex-
pected to be operational by 
the end of the month. 

Mayor Najdek also reas-
sured residents that the vil-
lage’s water supply remains 
safe.

“We are continually moni-
toring and testing the water, 
and we have not had any is-
sues of contamination due to 
the fire,” she said. The village 
remains in regular commu-
nication with the Dutchess 
County Department of 
Health.

Amenia Housing Board 

announces new ADU program

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

The burned remnants of the Millerton water department 

building near Eddie Collins Park on Route 22.

Correction

In the Thursday, July 3, 
coverage of the Millerton 
Street Fair, the event was 
presented by The Millerton 
News in partnership with the 
Millerton Business Alliance 
and the North East Commu-
nity Center.

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

AMENIA — For resi-
dents considering adding 
an Accessory Dwelling Unit 
within their homes or per-
haps converting garage space 
to create an apartment, the 
Amenia Housing Board has 
announced a new grant pro-
gram to begin soon.

The new program titled 
PlusOne ADU being intro-
duced in Dutchess County will 
become active on July 14. Resi-
dents can complete an interest 
form by visiting the Town of 
Amenia website. The program 
is administered through Hud-
son River Housing.

Eligible homeowners 
can receive a grant of up to 
$112,500 plus technical assis-
tance to create a new acces-
sory dwelling unit or improve 
existing units. To qualify, the 

homeowner must fall within 
120% of the Adjusted Median 
Income for Dutchess County.

Grant funding can be used 
to plan, design and build an 
ADU, the intent being to cre-
ate more affordable housing 
opportunities, provide op-
portunity for property owners 
and promote long-term com-
munity stability. Provisions of 
the program stipulate that the 
homeowner must build or up-
grade an ADU at their primary 

residence and use the new unit 
for year-round housing only. A 
family member is allowed to 
occupy the new unit. No short-
term or vacation rentals are 
permitted. 

Information is available 
from the Housing Board or by 
contacting Jordan Schinella, 
Community Development 
Manager at Hudson River 
Housing. To learn more, con-
tact Schinella at Jschinella@
hudsonriverhousing.org.

NECC Farmers Market kicks off picnic month

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — The 
North East Community 
Center Farmers Market drew 
another big crowd on Satur-
day, July 5, just one week af-
ter Main Street buzzed with 
activity during the first-ever 
Millerton Street Fair, hosted 
by The Millerton News.

“Since the sun has been 
out, we’ve really seen an 
increase in folks coming 
out to join us,” said Katie 
Cariello, NECC’s food pro-
gram coordinator. Cariello 
runs the weekly market and 
has brought her own flair 
to Saturdays in downtown 
Millerton.

This month, the market is 
celebrating “Picnic Month,” 
inviting visitors to “BYOB” 
— Bring Your Own Blan-
ket, that is. With live music, 

PHOTOS BY ALY MORRISSEY

Louis W. Watterson, known as L.W. “Blue Water” Watterson, set the tone with folk, 

soul and blues music.

Dressed for the part, 

NECC Food Program 

Coordinator Katie 

Cariello and Thistle Pass 

Farm Owner Ellie Brown 

sport matching red for 

the launch of Picnic 

Month at the Millerton 

Farmer’s Market.

North East Community Center Food Program Coordina-

tor Katie Cariello said the sunshiny summer weather has 

brought a surge in attendance at the Farmers Market.

colorful flower stands, local 
produce, vegan treats and 
handmade crafts, the mar-
ket has become a laid-back 
summer staple.

“Folks are just enjoying 
the weather and hanging 
out,” Cariello said. “We’re 
seeing a lot of new faces, 

which is exciting, but our 
usual crowd is here, too.”

Looking ahead, August’s 
theme will be “Dog Days of 
Summer.” On the first Satur-
day of the month, organizers 
hope to welcome adoptable 
pups from Animal Farm 
Foundation to join in the fun.
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Catherine 
Russell

The Reverón Piano Trio & 
Oskar Espina Ruiz, Clarinet

Grammy Award 
Winning American 
Jazz Vocalist

Works by 
Beethoven, 
Lena Frank, 

Brahms

Tickets $30-65, 
free under 19.
Order by phone 
(860) 824-7126 
or at musicmountain.org

SAT., JULY 19 | 7:00 PM

SUN., JULY 20 | 3:00 PM

LEGAL NOTICES
TOWN OF PINE PLAINS

DUTCHESS COUNTY, 
NEW YORK
NOTICE OF

PUBLIC HEARING 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 

that a public hearing will be 
held by the Town of Pine 
Plains Planning Board on 
the 16th day of July 2025 at 
8:00pm at the Town Hall, 
3284 Route 199, Pine Plains, 
New York, for the purpose 
of hearing all persons for 
or against an application 
submitted by HT WO 
Properties, LLC for a Lot line 
adjustment at the premises 
located at 2814-2816 Church 
Street and 2812 Church 
Street, Town of Pine Plains, 
Dutchess County, Tax 
Map ID #134200-6872-13-
181251-0000 and 134200-
6872-13-173256-0000.

 Any resident of the 
Town of Pine Plains shall 
be entitled to be heard 
regarding said application. 
The application is available 
for review during regular 
business hours at the Pine 
Plains Town Hall.

By order of:
Town of Pine Plains 

Planning Board
07-10-25

TOWN OF PINE PLAINS
DUTCHESS COUNTY, 

NEW YORK
NOTICE OF

PUBLIC HEARING 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE 

that a public hearing will be 
held by the Town of Pine 
Plains Planning Board on 
the 16th day of July 2025 at 
8:15pm at the Town Hall, 
3284 Route 199, Pine Plains, 
New York, for the purpose 
of hearing all persons for 
or against an application 
submitted by Steve Patterson 
for a special use permit 
and site plan permit for 
a proposed accessor y 
dwelling unit at the premises 
located at 266 Schultz Hill 
Road, Town of Pine Plains, 
Dutchess County, Tax 
Map ID #134200-6971-00-
635594-0000.

 Any resident of the 
Town of Pine Plains shall 
be entitled to be heard 
regarding said application. 
The application is available 
for review during regular 
business hours at the Pine 
Plains Town Hall.

By order of:
Town of Pine Plains 

Planning Board
07-10-25

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Saturday in the village

Cars rumbled down Main Street as visitors and locals 

strolled around Millerton’s downtown Saturday, July 5, 

creating another busy weekend for the NECC Farmers 

Market and filling the seats in Veteran’s Park.

Affordable housing bill veto draws mixed 

reaction in CT’s Northwest Corner

By ALEC LINDEN

alecl@lakevillejournal.com 

While communities in 
New York and across the re-
gion grapple with rising hous-
ing costs, Connecticut Gov-
ernor Ned Lamont vetoed a 
contentious bill on June 23 
that would have significantly 
altered that state’s policy on 
affordable housing. 

Responses from local 
municipal leadership and 
housing advocates have run 
the gamut from gratified to 
frustrated. 

“I’m disappointed by the 
result and I’m just disappoint-
ed by the process,” said State 
Rep. Maria Horn, D-64, pos-
iting that Lamont’s decision 
was influenced by naysayers 
who refused to find middle 
ground. 

The bill in question was 
one of the most high-profile 
bills to be passed during the 
recently closed session, with 
the CT Mirror describing it 
as “the most significant piece 
of housing legislation to cross 
[Lamont’s] desk since he be-
came governor in 2019.” 

After being passed in early 
June, the bill was left in limbo 
for weeks as Lamont weighed 
outcry from a contingent of 
municipal leaders, report-
edly particularly in Fairfield 
County, who claimed it would 

strip autonomy from town 
governments and interfere 
with zoning discretion. 

Known as House Bill 5002, 
the omnibus proposed law 
called for a number of policy 
reforms regarding affordable 
housing, among which were 
the “fair share” housing and 
“Work, Live, Ride” models 
which saw large-scale push-
back from Republicans and 
even drew a few nays from 
a handful of center-leaning 
Democrat lawmakers. 

The “fair share” framework 
provides incentives for com-
munities to install a minimum 
number of affordable housing 
units, while “Work, Live, Ride” 
prioritizes certain infrastruc-
ture improvement funding 
opportunities for towns that 
build affordable housing near 
public transit stations. 

After Lamont’s veto, for 
which the Governor cited 
local autonomy as a primary 
reason, state Senate Minor-
ity Leader Stephen Harding, 
R-30, issued a statement that 
referred to the bill as “anti-lo-
cal control legislation,” saying 
that “our towns and cities de-
serve a seat at the table – not a 
mandate from Hartford.” 

Several of the Northwest 
Hills Council of Govern-
ment’s first selectmen have 
similarly voiced concern that 
the legislators who crafted the 

bill are out of touch with the 
needs of small towns, and that 
the approaches to affordable 
housing that it calls for would 
divert much-needed funding 
away from their towns, many 
of which don’t have any ac-
cess to public transport op-
tions. 

Proponents of the bill have 
repeatedly claimed that the 
strategies outlined are for 
planning purposes rather 
than mandates, and that other 
types of funding will not be 
replaced by housing-focused 
grants. 

At the June meeting of the 
COG, Betsy Gara, executive 
director of the Connecticut 
Council of Small Towns, ar-
gued housing plans should 
be developed by the COG 
and its members themselves 
rather than “have this flawed 
methodology hoisted on the 
towns.” 

COG Chair and New 
Hartford First Selectman 
Daniel Jerram agreed, as did 
Kent First Selectman Marty 
Lindenmayer, who advanced 
that an “economic develop-
ment piece” needs to accom-
pany housing legislation in 
small towns: “Are we going to 
send our middle-income resi-
dents to Danbury for jobs?” 

Lindenmayer was pleased 
at Lamont’s decision to veto 
the bill. Speaking at the July 
2 BOS meeting, Lindenmayer 
described the bill as stripping 
municipalities’ power to gov-
ern their downtowns. “I think 
the Governor recognized it 
could be done in a better way,” 

he said. 
Back at the COG meeting, 

Cornwall First Selectman 
Gordon Ridgway took a dif-
ferent stance, stating that any 
push towards housing reform 
that would allow more people 
to live in town is welcome – 
and the need is urgent. He 
mentioned that there were 
five graduates from Corn-
wall Central School’s eighth 
grade this year, and he knew 
of more families who wanted 
to move to town but couldn’t 
because of housing costs. 

In an interview after the 
veto, Ridgway doubled down 
that housing needed to stay 
front and center in legislators’ 
minds: “It’s critical to these 
towns that we keep working 
on this and not pretending it 
isn’t real.” 

For his part — “We keep 
plugging away at it,” he said. 

Horn similarly advocated 
for tenacity amongst hous-
ing advocates and urged law-
makers to try to find common 
ground as the bill comes back 
around, which it is expected 
to happen in the fall or spring. 
“Like any difficult piece of 
legislation,” she said, “you’re 
not going to suddenly dis-
cover nirvana.” 

She added that though she 
had voted against an earlier it-
eration of “Work, Live, Ride,” 
fearing that her constituents 
would miss out on essential 
funding opportunities, hous-
ing leaders in the Northwest 
Corner had ameliorated those 
concerns regarding the new-
est version of the bill. 

PHOTO BY DAVID CARLEY

Paul Ramunni, owner and operator of New England Ac-

cordion Connection and Museum, with a small portion 

of his accordion collection. Below, the new “Community 

Music Room” at Canaan Union Station.

Accordion museum needs room to expand

By DAVID CARLEY

Special to the Millerton News 

NORTH CANAAN, Conn. 
— New England Accordion 
Connection and Museum 
is expanding to an upstairs 
room in the Canaan Union 
Station. 

The “Community Music 
Room,” as named by Paul Ra-
munni, director of the mu-
seum, is intended to bring 
people together around joy-
ful music. 

In the spirit of preservation 
and the creation of new mem-
ories and stories, Ramunni’s 
vision for the new expansion 
of the museum is a place for 
people with any instrument 
to get together and jam. The 
inspiration for this was about 
a year ago when two students 
from the Yale Summer School 
of Music and Art in Norfolk 
came to the museum wanting 
to see an accordion. 

Ramunni asked where they 
were from; one was from Iran 
and the other from Israel. He 
recalled, “At that moment, 
what was going on is what’s 

always going on over there: 
their families were in the 
middle of battles. He said 
‘Paul, when we met here for 
the first time, there was some-
thing that connected. It was 
music. We both agreed that 
we would never let anything 
come between us that would 
ruin that bond.’” 

After they left, Ramunni 

said the idea for a community 
room struck him. Regardless 
of background or beliefs, he 
said, music can bring people 
together.  

Ramunni has more than 
650 accordions in his collec-
tion, each with its own story 
to tell.  

“When we started collect-
ing,” said Ramunni, “I didn’t 
think much of the backstory. 
I was thinking, ‘Hey, that’s a 
cool little one.’” He soon found 
out that “there’s a lot of mem-
ories packed into each one of 
these things, because you only 
played them when you wanted 
to make other people happy.” 

42 years had gone by since 
Ramunni first picked up the 
instrument, and he found 
himself in the garage of a col-

lector with more than a dozen 
accordions. He was sending 
them to a Holocaust Museum 
in Glen Cove, Long Island. 
“Those came out of the camps 
at Dachau during World War 
II,” Ramunni explained. 

“That’s what got me going 
when I went around looking 
at accordions, I’d look for the 
stories. This is history here. 
It’s not just bottle caps that 
we’re collecting here. This is 
what people did with these 
things, and sacrifices they 
made. It’s important to pre-
serve,” he stated. 

Even the origins of the 
accordion, according to Ra-
munni, came from a desire for 
community. “Since the birth 
of the country, these things 
were being made in people’s 
shops because they wanted 
music… So, they came up 
with the first accordions,” 
which were smaller, wooden 
contraptions called flutinas, 
originally patented in 1829 in 
Vienna, Austria. 

The beginning of the 20th 
century is when the instru-
ment took its modern form 
with a larger body and piano 
keys. From 1900 to 1960, mil-
lions were made in the United 
States, and competing com-
panies would distinguish 
their product with intricate 
case designs and impressive 
craftsmanship. 

Perhaps more important are 
the stories imbued within, and 
as Ramunni shared, “They each 
have their own personality.”
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Realtor® at Large
For some unknown reason I have decided 
to attempt to eradicate the Japanese 
Barberry in our backwoods, probably 
a Sisyphean task, but I have pushed 
forward nonetheless. Why, one might 
ask? The reasons are sound; Barberry 
is an invasive plant that overtakes our 
native plants and becomes a wonderful 
habitat for ticks, just to name a few. I 
started by cutting the Barberry which 
is inefficient as it simply grows back, 
so I have entered stage two of spraying 
the new shoots with Roundup, which 
contains glyphosate and is effective for 
containing Barberry. Finally, I have found 
an informative bulletin from the CT 
Agriculture Extension Station on the best 
practices for controlling Barberry, which 
can be viewed at: portal.ct.gov/-/media/
caes/documents/publications/special_
bulletins/specialbulletinfeb2013wardpdf.
pdf. Will give an update on my efforts 
later this fall!

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

Worship Services
Week of July 13, 2025

Christ Church Episcopal
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Trinity Episcopal Church 
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

(860) 435-2627

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY, 

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House, 

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David 
 A reform Jewish Synagogue 
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

Falls Village
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with 
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd. 
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Sharon Congregational 
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website 

sharoncongregationalchurch.org 
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are, 

wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here!

Worship, Sundays at 10 am, 
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

Unitarian Fellowship 
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, September 14 at 10:30 a.m.

For information, contact Jo Loi 
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception, 
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m.,

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am)

Mission Opportunities
Warm Fellowship following Worship

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the 

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m.
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel

Lower River Road, West Cornwall
in person and on zoom

Warm fellowship following service
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org
Rev. Mary Gatesl

St. Thomas
Episcopal Church 

40 Leedsville Road
Amenia Union, NY

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE

Visit our website for links
Rev. AJ Stack
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Promised Land
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study 

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Canaan United 
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
8:00AM - Worship Service  

2nd & 4th Sunday  
“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”

 The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-824-5534

canaanct-umc.com
canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

SHARON — James W. 
North of Sharon, passed away 
on June 4, 2025 at 
the age of 91.

James was born 
on Feb. 2, 1934, and 
grew up in Strat-
ford, Connecticut. 
He served in the 
U.S. Army during 
the Korean War.

He made his ca-
reer in advertising, 
working for many years as an 
advertising executive in New 

York City.
He was the husband of 

the late Joanne C. 
North. 

He was the fa-
ther of Brian F. 
North and of the 
late Laurie (North) 
Fox.

James is sur-
vived by his son, 
Brian F. North.

The Kenny Fu-
neral Home has care of ar-
rangements.

OBITUARIESOUR TOWNS

Send obituaries 
to obituaries@lakevillejournal.com

Michael Kashgarian

SHARON — Michael 
Kashgarian, MD (Mike), died 
peacefully at home in Ham-
den, Connecticut, on June 28, 
2025, surrounded by his lov-
ing family and the sounds of 
his favorite Irish folk music. 
Mike and his beloved wife 
Jeanie (d.2019) were longtime 
residents of North Haven and 
Sharon. Mike was a devoted 
husband, father and grand-
father, a distinguished physi-
cian, professor, colleague and 
mentor. He had wide-ranging 
interests – he was a music 
lover, a wine connoisseur, an 
avid fly-fisherman, and en-
joyed gourmet cooking and 
travel.

Born on Sept. 20, 1933, in 
New York City to Toros and 
Araxie (Almasian) Kashgar-
ian – both survivors of the 
Armenian Genocide – Mike 
was raised with a deep ap-
preciation for learning and 
the responsibility to make 
the world a better place. He 
attended public schools and 
graduated from Bronx High 
School of Science, already 
showing the brilliance and 
curiosity that would shape 
his life’s work. He earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
chemistry and philosophy 
from New York University 
in 1954 where he sang ten-
or in the glee club and was 
commissioned as a Second 
Lieutenant in the U.S. Army 
Infantry that same year. He 
went on to receive his Doctor 
of Medicine from Yale Uni-
versity School of Medicine 
in 1958. 

After an internship in In-
ternal Medicine at Barnes 
Hospital in St. Louis, Mis-
souri, and a research fellow-
ship in Renal Physiology at 
the University of Goettingen 
in Germany, Mike returned to 
New Haven to join the faculty 
of the Yale School of Medi-
cine where he became a full 
professor and served as vice 
chair and interim chair of the 
Department of Pathology. He 
also held a joint appointment 
in Yale’s Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences as Professor of Mo-
lecular, Cellular and Devel-
opmental Biology. He retired 

as an Emeritus Professor in 
2008.

Mike was a 
world-renowned, 
dedicated and pro-
lific academic and 
clinician in the field 
of Renal Pathology, 
he was the founder 
of Yale’s Diagnos-
tic Renal Pathology 
and Electron Mi-
croscopy Labora-
tory and also served as Chief 
Pathologist at Yale New Ha-
ven Hospital. His research 
advanced the understanding 
of the cell biology of kidney 
function, from the role of ion 
transporters to the mecha-
nisms of acute and chronic 
kidney disease. He published 
a vast body of pioneering col-
laborative scientific work in 
renal physiology and cellular 
and molecular biology, in-
cluding the Diagnostic Atlas 
of Renal Pathology, currently 
in its 4th edition. Among nu-
merous awards and honors, 
he was elected Fellow of the 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science and 
recognized by Osaka City 
University, the Postgradu-
ate Medical Institute of Saint 
Petersburg, and was a recipi-
ent of both the Jacob Churg 
Distinguished Achievement 
Award and Robert Heptinstall 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the Renal Pathology So-
ciety where he also served a 
term as President. 

Mike touched the lives of 
countless students and col-
leagues throughout his career 
at Yale and as a visiting pro-
fessor at over 50 universities 
throughout the world. Active 
in the Yale community, he 
served as the Resident Fac-
ulty Head at Harkness Hall, a 
Fellow at Jonathan Edwards 
College, Editor in Chief of 
Yale Medicine, secretary of 
the Board of Governors of 
Association of Yale Alumni 
and was recognized with Dis-
tinguished Service Award of 
Association of Yale Alumni in 
Medicine.

A lifelong learner with a 
sharp mind and a kind heart, 
he found joy in nature, music, 

James North

and family. Introduced to fly 
fishing by his father-in-law, 

Harry Caldwell, 
he spent countless 
treasured hours on 
rivers and streams 
across North 
America. He was a 
longtime member 
of the Potatuck 
Club in Sandy 
Hook, the Walton 
Fishing Club in 

Cornwall, and the Tobique 
Salmon Club in Matapedia, 
Quebec. 

He supported many 
charitable organizations and 
served on the boards of the 
Connecticut Fund for the 
Environment and the New 
Haven Symphony Orchestra.

But his greatest joy and 
pride was always his family. 
He was married for 60 years 
to Jean Gaylor Caldwell, who 
passed away in 2019. He is sur-
vived by his two daughters 
and their spouses, Michaele 
Kashgarian and Mark Rose, 
and Thea Kashgarian Obstler 
and David Obstler; and by 

his four grandchildren, Ali-
son Gaylor Obstler, Eugenia 
Coley Rose, Andrew Caldwell 
Obstler, and Harry Caldwell 
Rose. He also cherished his 
extended family, especially 
his many nieces and nephews.

He will be remembered not 
only for his intellectual bril-
liance and professional legacy, 
but for his warmth, humility, 
generous spirit, and sense of 
humor. It was in his family, in 
the quiet of nature, and in the 
pursuit of knowledge that he 
was truly happiest.

Contributions in his 
memory may be made to The 
Michael and Jean Caldwell 
Kashgarian Scholarship Fund 
at the Yale School of Medi-
cine. Checks can be made 
payable to Yale University and 
mailed to: P.O. Box 7611, New 
Haven, CT 06519-0611 Please 
note “Michael and Jean 
Caldwell Kashgarian Scholar-
ship Fund” in the memo line.

A memorial will be held 
in the fall. Arrangements are 
with the Hawley Lincoln Me-
morial, New Haven.

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

A recurring “No Kings” protest at Fountain Square on 

Saturday, July 5, drew horn toots and mostly positive 

reactions from passing motorists. Local activist and 

resident Kimberley Travis was joined by Angus Elliott. 

She plans to continue daily, except Sundays, between 

11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

Public square 

offers a place for 

energetic activism

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

AMENIA — Toots and a 
variety of political comments 
on all sides were heard from 
passersby on Saturday, July 
5, inspired by a daily demon-
stration at Fountain Square 
initiated by a local resident. 

Maker of the signs and 
initiator of the “No Kings” 
protest is Kimberley Travis 
of Amenia who began her solo 
appearances two weeks ago. 
By this weekend, one addi-
tional Amenia resident, Angus 
Elliott, had joined her to hold 
a sign and wave to motorists.

Travis said that she would 
like to have even more resi-
dents join in for some or all of 
the time. She plans to protest 
daily, except Sundays, be-
tween 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

Self-described as “a full-
time activist,” Travis said 
that she began her activism in 
1974, protesting the Vietnam 
war as a child.

A former actress and 
stand-up comedian, Travis 
majored in Theater at New 
York University, and while 
pursuing a theater career, she 
worked as a legal secretary at 
a major New York law firm. 
She has worked as a personal 
trainer and been active in ani-
mal rescue work, volunteer-
ing at an animal shelter.

Her theatrical training 
supports her vocal projection 
strength, useful for conver-
sation with passing motor-
ists that she characterizes as 
mostly positive, like a toot. 
Even opposite viewpoints are 
delivered with good-natured 
civility, Travis noted.

State finds Shepherd’s Run 

application lacking 

for second time

By JOHN COSTON

johnc@millertonnews.com

COPAKE — State regula-
tors have issued their second 
notice of incomplete applica-
tion this year for Hecate Ener-
gy LLC’s proposed Shepherd’s 
Run solar project. 

On June 27, the New York 
State Office of Renewable 
Energy Siting and Electric 
Transmission found Hecate’s 
most recent application de-
ficient in eleven areas. The 
company had filed an ap-
plication in late December, 
which also was  kicked back 
for deficiencies in February.

“Hecate continues to en-
gage in a productive dialogue 
with ORES and the commu-
nity. We look forward to mov-
ing ahead with a project that 
helps meet the state’s clean 
energy goals while protecting 
the rural character of Copake 
and the surrounding com-
munities,” said Matt Levine, 

project director.
The project proposed by 

the Chicago-based develop-
er of solar, wind and energy 
storage projects, has been a 
flashpoint for the rural ham-
let’s residents since it initially 
was discussed in 2017. Then, it 
was planned as a 60-megawatt 
solar farm to be located near 
the intersection of Routes 
23 and 7. In February 2024, 
the state granted a motion 
from the Town of Copake to 
dismiss the application, and 
Hecate regrouped, filing last 
December. 

Citizen groups have both 
opposed and supported the 
project. In a recent statement 
following ORES’s notice of 
deficiencies, Sensible Solar 
for Rural New York said it is 
“unconscionable that ORES 
... is ignoring smoke and fire 
risks to the adjacent Taconic 
Hills Central Schools” and 
residents near the 215-acre 
facility. 

Join your neighbors in supporting  
The Millerton News, our trusted source  
of local news and information.   
Please make a donation of any size now at  
millertonnews.com/donate

Join your neighbors
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The following excerpts from 
The Millerton News were com-
piled by Kathleen Spahn and 
Rhiannon Leo-Jameson of the 
North East-Millerton Library.

July 12, 1934

‘$2,315.69 Earned By 
Clerk’s Office’; The Dutchess 
County clerk’s office turned 
over to the county treasurer 
last week a check for $2,315.69, 
this amount representing the 
earnings of the county clerk’s 
department during the month 
of June. Of this, $917.42 was 
earned by the Bureau of Mo-
tor Vehicles, and the balance 
represents fees received for 
filing and recording papers 
and other services, Besides 
this, a check was also trans-
ferred to the county treasurer 
in the amount of $758.36 for 
mortgage tax collected during 
the month of June.

Making a comparison with 
last year, it is found that the 
earnings of the clerk’s office 
are about $300 higher than 
last June.

Frederic A. Smith, county 
clerk, also announced that in 
accordance with a new law 
passed by the Legislature at 
its last session, the automobile 
bureau will be closed at four 
o’clock during the months of 
July and August.

‘About Millerton’; Worthey 
J. Pulver and family and Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred B. Keller left 
Saturday for a two weeks’ 
stay at Silver Beach, Milford, 
Conn.

Mrs. E. S. Simmons is 
spending a few days at Port 
Chester, N. Y.

Mr. and Mrs. Frederic A. 
Smith returned to their home 
here Sunday after a wedding 
trip to Essex on Lake Cham-
plain.

July 10, 1975

‘Passenger Trains’ Return 
Certain, Officials Say’; Pas-
senger trains definitely will 
return to Millerton, Lettie 
Carson, president of the Har-
lem Valley Transportation As-
sociation asserted again this 
week.

Mrs. Carson cited renewed 
and detailed assurances from 
New York State officials to 
support her statement.

Separately Assemblyman 
C.D. “Larry” Lane of Chatham 
stated Monday that reports 
that he doubted passenger 
service would return to Mil-
lerton were inaccurate. Mr. 
Lane’s letter appears on page 
A-4 of this issue.

Mrs. Carson and Assem-
blyman Lane were both re-
sponding to a story in this 
paper last week which re-
ported widespread difference 
of opinion on the revival of 

Passenger train talk; parking crusade

Dover Plains—Millerton pas-
senger traffic. No passenger 
trains have made the 16-mile 
run since 1972. Even Mrs. 
Carson is now quoted as ex-
pecting their return may not 
come before early fall, 1976.

Though the New York 
State Assembly has budgeted 
only $100,000 specifically 
for restoration of the Dover - 
Millerton tracks, an estimated 
$2.5 million will be provided 
for the work, Mrs. Carson 
said Tuesday.

The New York State De-
partment of Transportation 
has $250 million to spend 
for upgrading of rail service 
statewide. Dutchess, Colum-
bia and Putnam counties have 
applied to the State for $4.5 
million in all to upgrade the 
tracks, signals and stations 
north at least as far as Miller-
ton, and if matching Federal 
funds are forthcoming, all the 
way north to Chatham.

Several officials inter-
viewed last week had ex-
pressed confidence that pas-
senger service would return 
to Millerton in “12 months or 
so.” But Lane was quoted as 
saying DOT Commissioner 
Raymond Schuler “told me it 
does not include passenger 
service,” in reference to the 
$100,000 set specifically set 
aside for track restoration.

In his letter this week 
however, Lane said that Mr. 
Schuler had assured him that 
passenger service to Miller-
ton was definitely in the DOT 
program. John Tone, director 
of Commuter Services for the 
Metropolitan Transit Author-
ity, which operates passenger 
service to Dover now, was 
also quoted last week as being 
skeptical that $100,000 would 
be adequate to restore the 16 
miles of track.

July 13, 2000

‘Flea Market Slated For 
July 15’; MILLERTON - The 
NorthEast-Millerton Library 
flea market will be held Sat-
urday, July 15, on the lawn of 
the library.

The flea market includes a 
tag sale, book sale, bake sale 
and the raffle of a hooked rug 
and handmade baskets.

Refreshments of coffee, 
doughnuts, hot dogs and cold 
drinks will be available.

In case of rain, the flea 
market will be held Saturday, 
July 22.

‘Foursquare Gospel Tent 
Vandalized’; MILLERTON 
The Millerton Foursquare 

Gospel Church tent in Rail-
road Plaza was vandalized 
both Monday and Tuesday 
nights this week, said the 
Church’s Pastor, Floyd Rosini.

According to Mr. Ros-
ini, vandals threw mate-
rial around the tent, which is 
normally left unattended after 
9:30 p.m. Nothing was stolen.

The vandalism was report-
ed to the Dutchess County 
sheriff, but there are no sus-
pects.

The church is  sponsoring 
a week-long series of speak-
ers and Bible study with the 
theme “Unity in Our Com-
munity.”

‘Millerton Townscape 
Continues Parking Crusade’; 
MILLERTON — Millerton’s 
Townscape continued to push 
forward the agenda for park-
ing in the village and for the 
Rail Trail at its meeting at the 
North East Community Cen-
ter last Monday.

One of the priorities this 
summer is getting parking 
spaces “striped” on Main 
Street, John Street and Centu-
ry Boulevard. Village trustee 
John Scutieri said a striping 
machine could be rented in-
expensively, and that the vil-
lage crew probably had the 
resources to do the work. 
The issue will be brought 
up at the next Village Board 
meeting, Monday July 17, and 
Townscape members figure to 
be there to ask the village to 
move forward on the plans.

One of the advantages of 
striping out spaces is that 
it would make Main Street 
look narrower, which might 
encourage truckers and 

other traffic to slow down 
while passing through. Also, 
without markings, Century 
Boulevard, while providing 
plenty of space for parking, 
can be chaotic as cars pull in 
and out near the post office 
with nothing to guide them.

Traffic patterns in the 
village were also an issue. 
Townscape Chairman Renee 
Vollen asked whether the Vil-
lage could set up a commit-
tee to be in regular contact 
with the State Department 
of Transportation about the 
intersection of Route 44 with 
Route 22, among other things. 
Two possibilities that are cur-
rently being pursued are a left 
turning lane southbound at 
the light, as well as markings 
to distinguish a parking lane 
from a driving lane at the turn 
onto Route 22.

The Harvey house to the 
south of the Rail Trail and be-
hind the Brick Block build-
ing has attracted considerable 
interest. Townscape has had 
its eye on the property for its 
value as a potential parking 
area, or as a park for Rail Trail 
users. There appears to be at 
least one other party inter-
ested in purchasing the house 
for commercial purposes.

A list was circulated of 
some 200 potential members 
of the Millerton Chamber of 
Commerce.

“It’s imperative to get the 
chamber reinstalled,” said Ms. 
Vollen. Among the priorities 
is choosing a slate of officers.

Townscape meeting was 
set for Monday July 17 at 6 
p.m.

The views expressed 
here are not necessarily 
those of The Millerton 
News and the News 
does not support or 
oppose candidates for 
public office.

We accept gifts, 
grants and sponsor-
ships from individuals 
and organizations for 
the general support of 
our activities, but our 
news judgments are 
made independently 
and not on the basis of 
donor support.

	 Accepting fi-
nancial support does 
not mean we endorse 
donors or their prod-
ucts, services or opin-
ions.	

Letters to the edi-

tor deadline is 10 a.m. 

Monday for that week’s 

publication. No more 

than 500 words. Send 

to editor@millerton-

news.com. Include 

town and phone num-

ber for confirmation.

Still waiting 

for a good thing

Sometime this month the Village of Millerton will 
meet with regulators to learn more about what is 
needed to proceed with construction of the pool at 

Eddie Collins Memorial Park. As we reported last week, 
the Dutchess County Board of Health and the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation are 
reviewing the project regarding septic placement and 
wetland buffers.

It has been a long time coming, but worth the wait, 
and the Village has the money! That’s a big accomplish-
ment, and the lion’s share of the credit goes to the Mil-
lerton Community Park Committee chaired by Stephen 
Waite. As Mayor Jenn Najdek said last week, the project 
is now “99% funded,” with $7.56 million secured from 
three separate New York State grants.

Located on North Elm Avenue in the Village, Eddie 
Collins Memorial Park was originally used as a turn-
table for trains, a ball field and a horse racing track. In 
1916, the village was left a sum of $15,000 by William 
G. Denney for “the benefit of the young people,” and 
by 1963, a committee was formed to name the ball field 
after former resident and Major League Baseball Hall of 
Fame inductee Eddie Collins.

Since then, the park has seen several additions, 
including the now defunct Denney Pool.  Mayor Najdek 
has a lifelong connection to the park — swimming and 
lifeguarding at the pool and running the camp as a teen-
age counselor.

Waite also has fond memories of Denney Pool. “I 
spent a lot of time at the old Denney Pool as a kid and 
made many friends there, some I still keep in contact 
with,” he said in an interview last year.

Even today, The Millerton News invokes memories 
of Denney Pool in its ‘From the Archives’ column that 
appears on this page every week. Written by Kathleen 
Spahn and Rhiannon Leo-Jameson of the NorthEast-
Millerton Library and reprinting news from the past, 
the column frequently mentions stubborn cracks in 
Denney Pool or news about lifeguard lessons. An-
nouncements back then of night swims for the commu-
nity also suggest an inviting recreational activity during 
these hot summer days. 

Built in 1966, the Village closed the pool in 2015 — 
due to those cracks and structural problems.

In 2019, as members of the Eddie Collins Memo-
rial Park Revitalization Committee, Waite and Jeanne 
Vanecko presented tentative plans for the park’s 
re-imagining to the Village Board. They explained the 
committee ultimately decided to complete the project in 
four phases. Waite and Co-Chair Vanecko have volun-
teered their time, energy and talents to help renovate 
the aging Eddie Collins Park into a recreational re-
source for the 21st Century.

The bequest more than 100 years ago by William G. 
Denney now has been succeeded by state grant money 
and significant funding raised by a steering committee 
and the entire revitalization committee. 

As a community we owe much to these selfless vol-
unteers for making it possible not only for Millerton to 
have a pool, but a first-class park for all of us to enjoy. 

So let’s do the meetings, however long it takes.

PHOTO PROVIDED

An artist’s rendering of what a pool and poolhouse in 

Eddie Collins Park in Millerton could look like.

PHOTO BY JOHN COSTON
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Gillian Osnato started running her father’s store — the 

T-Shirt Farm on Main Street in Millerton — after his 

death in April. “I’m trying to fill those big shoes,” Osnato 

said of the business and community her father built 

over a lifetime.

PHOTO PROVIDED

A sign detailing the history of the charcoal kilns and the recent restoration now stands 

at the site of the historic kilns on Deep Hollow Road just off Route 22 in Wassaic. 

The sign and restoration were part of an effort by the Amenia Historical Society and 

Bernie Leighton, who cleaned up the site and restored the kilns.

SAL OSNATO Continued from Page A1

people — and making people 
feel happy in my space.”

That connection to cus-
tomers is something she 
learned from her dad.

“Dad could connect with 
somebody and find them a 
shirt in five minutes, just from 
getting to know what they 
liked,” she said. “He would al-
ways say, ‘Connect with your 
people, connect with the cus-
tomer.’”

With storefronts just steps 
apart, the father-daughter 
duo often traded business 
tips, customers — and even 
swapped products.

“My dad would send one 
of his employees up every day 
for three pieces of chocolate,” 
Gillian said with a smile. “No 
more, no less.” She added 
that the Italian cookies now 
displayed at Candy-O’s were 
actually his idea. “He was 
pushing for cookies for a long 
time,” she laughed.

Born and raised in the 
Bronx, Sal Osnato led a col-
orful life before relocating to 
the region with his family in 
the late 1990s.

“Everybody knew he was 
from the Bronx,” Gillian said. 
“He connected with every per-
son that came into his store 
— and if you were from New 
York, he’d sense it right away 
and strike up a conversation.”

Sal’s strong work ethic 
and deep roots in a big Italian 
family shaped his approach to 
business. He left high school 
as a teenager to start work-
ing, learning early on what 
it meant to earn an honest 
wage. His first job was at his 
uncle’s deli, where he made 
fresh mozzarella and pro-
cessed shipments of sheep’s 
heads around cultural and 
religious holidays.

“He loved it,” Gillian said, 
recalling his stories fondly. 
“I always told him he should 
write a book with all of the 
wild experiences he had.”

In the 1970s, Sal worked as 
a cab driver — one of many 
chapters in a life filled with 
hard work and adventure. 
It was during that time that 
his T-shirt business began. 
He would drive into the city, 
buy rock ’n’ roll T-shirts and 
sell them out of a van. Soon 
after, he opened his first store 
in Yonkers, naming it Denim 
Heaven.

While the T-Shirt Farm has 
been a fixture in Millerton for 
the past decade, its original 
location was in Canaan, Con-
necticut, next to the hardware 

KILNS Continued from Page A1

McGhee assumed the role 
of maintaining signs in and 
around Dutchess County out 
of his own interest in seeing 
the signs properly cared for. 
“I just started repairing signs 
on my days off,” he said. “I 
didn’t ask anyone at first but 
now I’ll talk with the histori-
cal societies in villages, if they 
have one.” 

Mr. McGhee brings his ex-
perience from the hardware 
profession to refurbish the 
markers with precision, down 
to the exact shades of blue and 
yellow paint used originally. 
“The first coat of blue paint 
is Rust-Oleum Royal Blue and 
the writing is Sunburst Yellow 
— that’s how [New York State] 
wants the signs done. You can 
get all that from the internet 
on the historical pages,” the 
volunteer restorer said. 

Restoring the signs cor-
rectly is an extensive process. 
“I take some drives that are 
quite lengthy in mileage. One 
day, if I’m going through the 
area, I’ll stop and clean [the 
marker] and then I’ll wait a 
week and do the next part of 

it,” McGhee said. 
To date, by his own ac-

counts, Mr. McGhee has 
restored 64 signs in total, in-
cluding 24 near Gallatin, 18 in 
his hometown of Pine Plains 
and five in Millerton. 

McGhee cites the Ham-
mertown and Rippon Road 
signs as the most historically 
significant markers he has 
restored. The signs respec-
tively commemorate the 
Hammertown Sheath — a 

large, defunct manufactur-
ing business dating back to 
the 1800s — and the boxing 
matches which occurred in 
Boston Corners during its 
lawless period. 

The distinctiveness of Mr. 
McGhee’s services has at-
tracted interest all over New 
York from people looking to 
restore signs of importance 
to them. “Two weeks ago… 
[a woman] sent me pictures of 
a sign [on her property] with 
the paint pretty well popped 
off,” McGhee said. “I asked 
her, ‘whereabouts are you?’ 
and she said ‘about 15 miles 
west of the Finger Lakes.’” 

History may be in the past, 
but George McGhee’s resto-
ration efforts are ongoing.

“I don’t plan to stop any-
time soon,” Mr. McGhee said. 

PHOTO PROVIDED

George McGhee of 

Pine Plains restores 

a historical marker 

commemorating the 

location of the Iron-

dale Cemetery.

site to learn more about the 
kilns and their importance to 
the early history of Amenia 
and the iron industry that 
thrived throughout the region.

“This is an historic place 
and this is an historic day,” 
“Three years ago, you would 
not have been able to see the 
kilns,” said Strauss, addressing 
an enthusiastic gathering of 
residents who witnessed the 
historic occasion.

“Noah was ‘the father of 
Wassaic,’” Strauss said. Noah 
had come to Amenia from 
the nearby town of North 
East. His father’s work was 
also within the charcoal in-
dustry. Noah’s one-of-a-kind 
kilns stood near Furnace Bank 
Road that led to the smelting 
furnace situated next to Was-
saic Creek.

There are no kilns of this 
type and design anywhere in 
North America.

Strauss thanked Eric Bom-
mer for the gift and Bernie 
Leighton for his long years of 
diligent labor and care in 2022 
and 2023.

Leighton spoke briefly, 
pleased that the site could be 
restored and saved.

Termed the kilns “the great 
pyramids of Amenia,” Town 
Supervisor Leo Blackman re-
called first coming to Amenia. 

“The area appealed to me,” 
Blackman said, noting that he 
saw the vestiges of industry 
in Wassaic, attractive to him 
because of his profession as a 
preservation architect.

“I watched the renovation 
of the kilns,” Blackman said, 
expressing gratitude to Leigh-
ton for his work. 

 “Betsy is tenacious and 
wonderful,” Blackman said in 
praise of Strauss. “I love the 
sign,” he added, noting that 
Betsy had researched and cre-
ated the historic sign at the site 
to inform visitors about the 
kilns and the industry they 
supported.

 “I’m honored to be stand-
ing here,” Blackman said.

“There would be no Was-
saic without the Gridleys,” 
Strauss said. The railroad 
came in 1851, thanks to con-
vincing Cornelius Vanderbilt 
to build the line to Wassaic. 

Gail Borden came to take 
advantage of the railroad line. 
By 1887, the area’s iron indus-
try was ending. Dairy farms 
had taken over, leading Bor-
den to situate his plant nearby 
to manufacture condensed 
milk, a process he invented.

According to Blackman, 
the final approval before the 
transfer could take place came 
from the state environmental 
officials determining whether 
the ash deposits throughout 

the area were toxic, but as the 
site work has not disturbed 
the subsurface, approvals were 
issued.

Following the ceremony, 
Blackman commented that 
when the kilns were oper-
ating, the trees were pretty 
much gone, having been har-
vested for charcoal. Most of 
the oak trees in the area to-
day have sprouted from oak 
stumps.

Leighton recalled that his 

work was to clear away the 
overgrown brush and vines 
and even remove trees from 
the site, long overgrown. He 
had to reset the stones in 
the kilns that he found were 
held in place by soil as mor-
tar, giving rise to much of 
the overgrowth. He used an 
additional 15 tons of rock to 
make the repairs and 400 bags 
of concrete. There is an inner 
lining of rock and concrete 
within each kiln. He said he 

added shards of stone for sta-
bilization.

“We want people to know 
the site is now open to the 
public,” Strauss said. The site 
will be open between April 1 
and November 15 each year, 
from sunrise to sunset.

Everyone is encouraged to 
visit the site located on Deep 
Hollow Road just off Route 
22, Strauss said. Individuals 
and any groups are welcome. 
School tours can be arranged.

store. But no matter the ad-
dress — from Yonkers to Ca-
naan to Millerton — people 
often came as much to see Sal 
as to buy shirts — drawn by 
his warmth, humor and un-
mistakable presence behind 
the counter.

Today, when Gillian isn’t 
managing every detail of 
Candy-O’s, she’s also run-
ning the T-Shirt Farm, keep-
ing both businesses and her 
father’s memory alive on the 
street they once shared.

On any given day, she can 
be seen walking between the 
two shops, serving customers 
and practicing what her fa-
ther taught her; connect with 
people, find joy, and always 
keep the spirit of childhood 
alive.

“I think for my dad, this 
was his life force — working 
and being in the community,” 
she said. “He was also a kid at 
heart. He embodied that in 
his life.”

That energy still lives on. 
A quick stroll through the T-
Shirt Farm reveals that un-
mistakable sense of adventure 
and play.

Some sharp-eyed custom-
ers have noticed the “For 
Sale” sign on the building that 
houses Candy-O’s, but Gillian 
is quick to reassure the com-
munity that she doesn’t plan 
on going anywhere.

“I’m hoping that if the 
building does sell, the new 
owner will see this store as a 
staple in the town and won’t 
want to change things.”

As for the T-Shirt Farm, 
she says she feels a deep re-
sponsibility.

“I’m trying to fill those big 
shoes,” she said of the busi-
ness and community her fa-
ther built over a lifetime. “He 
didn’t go to college or finish 
high school, but through 
hard work and personality, 
he created something lasting. 
I think he just wanted that to 
continue.”

Looking back, Gillian says 
she can see just how proud her 
father was of her — even if he 
didn’t always say it outright. 
“He told every customer to go 
visit my store,” she said. “I’m 
not kidding — everywhere we 
went, he mentioned it.” That 
didn’t change during his ill-
ness. Whether it was doctors, 
nurses, or anyone he met, Sal 
made sure they knew about 
the T-Shirt Farm and Candy-
O’s. “That was his way,” Gil-
lian said. “And looking back, 
I know he was proud.”
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F1: THE MOVIE

Years-long 

spongy moth 

epidemic fades

By CHARLIE 

GREENBERG

Special to the Millerton News

MILLBROOK — The 
spongy moth epidemic of 
eastern Dutchess and Colum-
bia Counties and northwest-
ern Connecticut appears to 
be receding after more than 
three years of infestation, 
based on forecasting work 
and early-summer land sur-
veys undertaken at Mill-
brook’s Cary Institute. 

The spongy moth epidemic 
has marked widespread defo-
liation, affecting trees particu-
larly in the area of the New 
York–Connecticut border. 

The current epidemic ap-
peared in Dutchess and Co-
lumbia Counties and in Con-
necticut’s northwest corner 
in 2021 as a result of various 
regional ecological factors, 
combined with the spongy 
moths’ ability for rapid pro-
liferation. 

“The white-footed mouse, 
which preys on spongy moth 
[egg masses], is usually enough 
to keep the population under 
control,” said Clive Jones, a 
terrestrial ecologist at the 
Cary Institute. “If the mouse 
population collapses, as it did, 
then the spongy moth popula-
tion can escape.” Populations 
of parasitic wasps and flies, 
which bring the population 
down to normal levels, can 
take a few years to grow 
enough to curb the spongy 
moth. During this time, when 
the moths have few significant 
predators, their population 
grows unchecked and they 
rapidly defoliate trees. 

This year’s wet spring 
contributed to the counter-
epidemic of both a virus and a 
fungus antagonistic to spongy 
moth larvae. 

The Cary Institute, in its 
2025 forecast of the spongy 
moth’s prevalence, estimated 
the outbreak would abate 

during the summer, leading 
to a negligible population of 
spongy moths in previously-
affected areas. “We see the 
population collapse due to the 
fungus and the virus and due 
to the other natural enemies’ 
population growing because 
of the moth’s rise,” Jones said. 

Given the passage of an ap-
propriate period of time for 
natural mechanisms to con-
trol the moth population, “we 
knew at Cary that there was a 
very low probability of much 
defoliation by the spongy 
moth [in previously-affected 
areas] this year,” Jones said. 

Jones and his colleagues at 
the Cary Institute compiled 
their forecast of the danger 
the spongy moth would pose 
to trees this summer through 
the collection of data at the 
Cary Institute’s own 1,924-
acre arboretum, the obser-
vation of satellite imagery 
and through samples taken 
around the Hudson Valley and 
into Connecticut’s northwest 
corner. 

Defoliation rarely kills 
trees directly, even if it occurs 
for years in a row. But defolia-
tion in conjunction with other 
harmful factors does kill trees. 
“Many of the trees out there 
are fine… but quite a lot have 
succumbed due to the drought 
in 2022 and then defoliation 
in ‘23 and ‘24,” Jones said. 

“Spongy moth flare-ups 
are not cyclical in the sense 
that they are regularly spaced,” 
Jones said. “You can fit a peri-
odicity to spongy moth out-
breaks which shows that they 
occur about every 10 years, 
but it’s no more than a very 
rough guideline and can be 
completely wrong.” Before the 
2021 epidemic, the last spongy 
moth infestation occurred in 
Millbrook nearly

30 years prior, limiting the 
statistical measures which can 
be taken to forecast a future 
spongy moth epidemic.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Spongy moth larvae feed on tree leaves, contributing to 

stress that could kill an ailing tree.
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Two uprooted locust trees still lie in the yard in front of Animal Farm Foundation’s 

original kennels where they fell on a fence during a storm on Thursday, June 19.

Fallen trees injure man,  

destroy fences at dog shelter

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — Fallen trees, 
uprooted and splintered dur-
ing a thunderstorm, injured 
a man, destroyed fences and 
damaged a dog kennel at the 
Animal Farm Foundation fa-
cilities in Bangall.

Isaias Nunez was cleaning 
along a road on the property 
with Marco Ortiz, another 
employee of the dog shelter, 
when the storm rolled in on 
the afternoon of Thursday, 
June 19.

“We saw the storm getting 
stronger,” Ortiz said. “We 
started talking, ‘we should 
check for trees.’ That’s when 
I looked outside the Kubota 
and I just started screaming 
‘run!’”

A branch from a tree just 
above their utility vehicle 
had split. The two men ran 
from the vehicle, but the fall-
ing branch caught Nunez and 
struck his back.

The fallen branch caused 
some soreness and bruising, 
Nunez said, but no broken 
bones. After a short hospi-
tal visit, doctors sent Nunez 
home to rest and heal. He has 
since returned to work, help-
ing to repair the broken fences 
and clean up the storm dam-
age that still lingers.

The powerful storm up-
rooted and knocked down 
branches of dozens of black 
locust trees on the Animal 
Farm Foundation’s property 
and on neighboring proper-
ties along Pugsley Hill Road 
and Shaefer Road. Nikki 
Juchem, Director of Opera-
tions and Public Policy for 
the shelter, was in a meeting 
with Executive Director Ber-
nice Clifford and founder Jane 
Berkey when a tree outside 
the main office building was 
struck by lightning and fell on 
the farm’s donkey enclosure.

“It’s really a miracle that 
everyone was unscathed, as 
well as the animals,” Juchem 
said.

In addition to Nunez’s in-
juries and the damaged don-
key enclosure, fallen trees 
destroyed the fencing that 
secured the Animal Farm 
Foundation’s original ken-
nel yard, fencing for a horse 
paddock, and poked a hole 
through the roof and into the 
ceiling of one of the facility’s 
dog play rooms.

And more was at risk than 
just the employees, volun-
teers, dogs, and other animals 
already sheltered at the farm. 
The shelter was expecting 
about 15 more dogs to arrive 
shortly after the storm.

“We were fixing up the 
horse barn to be dog ken-
nels,” Juchem said. “Luckily 

we had all the extra space, 
because we would have been 
in a real pickle.”

All the dogs that were be-
ing kept in the original kennel 
building had to be moved to 
the newly renovated kennels 
so the noisy repairs wouldn’t 
bother them, Juchem said. 
Fosters stepped up to house 
dogs that couldn’t fit while 
necessary repairs were being 
completed, too. 

“Lots of damage but we 
had a lot of support from the 
community,” Juchem said. “We 
had contractors come out 
immediately to start cutting 
down trees and helping us out 
with the cleanup, so we’re do-
ing OK now.”

The cleanup and repair 
process is ongoing, but 
Juchem said the total cost is 
still unclear.

Animal Farm Foundation 
is a nonprofit dog shelter with 
a focus on “pit bulls,” Juchem 
said. “Breed is not behavior,” 
she said, emphasizing the or-
ganization’s guiding philos-
ophy. More information on 
volunteering, donating to the 
shelter, or adopting a dog is 
available online at www.ani-
malfarmfoundation.org

The Animal Farm Founda-
tion will be collaborating with 
the North East Community 
Center Farmers Market to 
bring adoptable dogs to the 
market every Saturday during 
the month of August.

Uprooted locust trees man-

gled fences, damaged roofs 

and knocked down power 

lines all over the 400 acre 

farm that houses the Animal 

Farm Foundation’s shelter.

A log stuck on a fence post 

outside the shelter’s ken-

nel building.
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The Bang Family Concert Series at
The Smithfield Church presents

Acclaimed New York City chamber/orchestral musicians play an all-cello 
concert including Boccherini, Popper and Bach.

Three Cello Fellows

ARTHUR FIACCO

ROBERT BURKHART

ALBERTO PARRINI

Suggested donation $20. All welcome. Air conditioned and fully 
accessible. Reception to follow. See TheSmithfieldChurch.org for details.  

SMITHFIELD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
656 Smithfield Valley Rd., Amenia NY

SUNDAY, JULY 13, 2025
3:00 PM
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concert including Boccherini, Popper and Bach. 
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ROBERT BURKHART 

ALBERTO PARRINI 

Suggested donation $20. All welcome. Air conditioned and fully 
accessible. Reception to follow. See TheSmithfieldChurch.org for details.  

SMITHFIELD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
656 Smithfield Valley Rd., Amenia NY 

SUNDAY, JULY 13, 2025 
3:00 PM

Suggested donation $20. All welcome. 
Air conditioned and fully accessible. Reception to follow. 
See TheSmithfi eldChurch.org for details.
  
SMITHFIELD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
656 Smithfi eld Valley Rd., Amenia NY
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Acclaimed New York City 
chamber/orchestral musicians 

play an all-cello concert 
including Boccherini, Popper and Bach.

The Bang Family Concert Series at
The Smithfi eld Church presents

Three Cello Fellows

17 Cobble Rd.
Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-9851
noblehorizons.org

Quakers and the rise of the 

abolitionist campaign explored 

in Meeting House talk

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

MILLBROOK — The in-
terior of the unchanged Nine 
Partners Quaker Meeting 
House built in 1780 was the 
perfect setting for a talk on 
Quaker influence on the anti-
slavery movement of the 18th 
and 19th centuries offered by 
the Millbrook Historical So-
ciety on Sunday, June 29. The 
talk was presented as the soci-
ety’s first event in observance 
of next year’s celebration of 
the 250th anniversary of the 
signing of the Declaration of 
Independence.

Featured speaker was Sar-
ah Gronningsater, professor 
of history at the University 
of Pennsylvania and author 
of “The Rising Generation: 
Gradual Abolition, Black Le-
gal Culture, and the Making 
of National Freedom,” pub-
lished in 2024, by Penn Press. 

Basing on exhaustive re-
search that supported the 
book’s publication, Gron-
ningsater’s talk was titled, 
“Quakers, Anti-slavery and 
the American Revolution,” 
focusing on the critical role 
of New York’s Quakers, par-
ticularly those of the Hudson 
Valley, in furthering the rise 
of the abolitionist movement 
before and after the Ameri-
can Revolution. The “Rising 
Generation” was a whole gen-
eration of freed children of 
enslaved parents who reached 
adulthood in time for the 
Civil War.

An audience of more than 
50 settled onto the appro-
priately firm, solidly hard 
wooden Quaker benches for 
Gronningsater’s illustrated 
talk chronicling the genera-
tion that grew to shape the 
laws that would end the in-
stitution of slavery.

“Among the northern colo-
nies, slavery was important 
to the economy,” Gronning-
sater explained, estimating a 
population of 20,000 slaves 
in early New York, second 
only to Pennsylvania. The 
Hudson River Valley was a 
powerhouse of commerce 
and influence. 

The role of the Quak-
ers, the Religious Society of 
Friends, has been underesti-
mated. They firmly believed 
that slavery was wrong, al-
though many Quakers, in 
reality, owned slaves. New 
York was not a Quaker col-
ony, although it was a place 
of religious tolerance, Gron-
ningsater explained.

What has proven to be a 
boon for researchers, Gron-
ningsater observed, is the 
meticulous record-keeping 
of the Quakers who kept vo-
luminous notes and wrote 
detailed minutes of every 
meeting.

“They write a lot,” said 
Gronningsater.

Quakers living within the 
Oblong territory between 
Connecticut and New York 
were activists in the New 
York City abolitionist move-
ment.

The first published Black 
poet in the colonies was Jupi-
ter Hammon, living on Long 
Island and published in 1761. 
The abolitionist movement 
had begun in 1760, continu-
ing into the 1770s. Different 
elements within society were 
pushing for abolition during 
the pre-Revolution years.

Quakers began by encour-
aging their Quaker brothers 
to free their slaves. As that 
happened, Quakers next em-
phasized education of eman-
cipated children of slaves, 
providing them with school 
learning.

Following the Revolu-

tionary War, the Constitu-
tional Convention in 1787 
was marked by a call to abol-
ish slavery, ultimately unsuc-
cessful.

In 1799, New York passed 
an Act for the Abolition of 
Slavery where New York 
freed the children of slaves, 
but not the adults.

“Children were born into 
a different social structure,” 
Gronningsater said, leading 
to what could be termed “The 
Rising Generation.”

In 1827, after a ten-year 
campaign, New York passed a 
law to free all enslaved people 
in the state.

A lively question and an-
swer period followed the talk, 
evidencing that the questions 
were emanating from people 
who knew their history well.

During welcoming re-
marks, Millbrook Histori-
cal Society President Robert 
McHugh had noted that the 
series of two meeting house 
talks are supported by a grant 
from Dutchess County.

The second meeting house 
talk of the summer will in-
vite expert Carl Lounsbury 
of the College of William and 
Mary and Colonial Williams-
burg to speak on the archi-
tecture of the Nine Partners 
Quaker Meeting House. Ex-
pert in colonial architecture, 
Lounsbury will compare the 
unchanged Nine Partners 
meeting house, novel archi-
tecture in its time, with the 
architecture of other houses 
of worship in New York and 
New England.

The second talk, free and 
open to the public, is sched-
uled for Sunday, July 27, at 2 
p.m.

For those who want to 
look in on the Nine Partners 
Meeting House, McHugh an-
nounced that the historic site 
will be open through the sum-
mer until November on the 
first Sunday of each month, 
from 12 noon until 4 p.m. 

PHOTO BY CHARLIE GREENBERG

Sarah Gronningsater, a history professor at the Univer-

sity of Pennsylvania and author, lectured on the Quakers’ 

abolitionist history at the Nine Partners Meeting House 

in Millbrook on Sunday, June 29.

Library hand-copying program seeks 

to engage patrons with the U.S. Constitution

By LEILA HAKWEN

Special to the Millerton News

MILLBROOK — Engage-
ment with the U.S. Constitu-
tion is the simple aim of a July 
program at The Millbrook Li-
brary, where each Saturday of 
the month library visitors can 
use the paper and pen pro-
vided to hand-copy the words 
of the historic document.

The first such session was 
held on Saturday, July 5, be-
tween noon and 3 p.m.  The 
program will repeat each Sat-
urday through July.

Leading the program is 
Jason Wagner, of Millbrook 
and the Bronx, who serves as 
Principal at Pelham Lab High 
School, a small public school 
in the Bronx.

An April article in the New 
Yorker magazine served as in-
spiration for the Millbrook 
Library’s program, Wagner 
said. He had read about a 
professional artist who had 
been the first to conceive of 
the idea and carry it out at the 
New York Public Library. 

“She sparked it,” Wagner 
said. The goal is engagement 
to engender a knowledge of 
the Constitution.

“This is a really interest-
ing way to dive deep into it. 
That’s why I’m writing in 
cursive,” said Jen McCreery, 
Adult Programs Coordinator 
for the library. She noted that 
the library is finding ways to 
both celebrate Independence 
Day, leading into next year’s 
observance of the 250th an-
niversary of the Revolution.

“This program is a good 
fit,” McCreery said.

Understanding the provi-
sions of the Constitution is 
incredibly important, Wagner 
said.

“Our rights and respon-
sibilities as citizens require 
constant vigilance, mandating 
that we understand the docu-
ment,” Wagner added.

“People are aware of cer-
tain parts, but not aware of 
all of them,” McCreery said, 
noting that few have read it 
all the way through.

Interesting to see when 
reading or copying the docu-
ment is the randomness of the 
capitalization and how spell-
ing is not completely formal-
ized. As an example, early on 
the word “choose” is spelled 
“chuse.”

Noting that the program 
serves children well as they 
handwrite the document, 
McCreery said that as inter-
est grows, it might become an 
annual event in July.

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Squeeze and hold

Eugenia Vlahostathopulu of Clinton Corners donates blood during a Red 

Cross blood drive at the NorthEast-Millerton Library Annex on Saturday, 

July 5. A total of 19 people donated blood, five of whom were first time donors. 

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

Jason Wagner of Millbrook and Jen McCreery, Adult 

Programs Coordinator at the Millbrook Library, set 

about hand-copying the document on Saturday, July 5, 

urging others to join them and do the same. The pro-

gram will continue on Saturdays through July, between 

noon and 3 p.m.
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AN ALTERNATIVE ART GALLERY

jewelers, gemologists, appraisers

— Five Generat ions of Expertise —

With a global network of  clients McTeigue & Co. is able to pay highly 
competitive prices for your diamonds and precious jewelry. If  you have pieces that 

you are considering selling please contact us to arrange for a consultation. 

— By Appointment Only  —

413-449-5275  •  mctandco.com  •  great barrington

BUYING GOLD, DIAMONDS
& ESTATE JEWELRY

est. 1895

EXPERT EVALUATIONS WHILE YOU WAIT  •  COMPETITIVE PRICES

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT  •  NO COST OR OBLIGATION

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro  

An ASE Certifi ed Technician

Amenia Planning Board approves 

Cascade Creek conservation analysis

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

AMENIA — Following 
months of meetings and sig-
nificant discussion at the reg-
ular meeting of the Planning 
Board on Wednesday, June 25, 
the board voted 5-1 to approve 
Hudson River Housing’s con-
servation analysis document 
in connection with the Cas-
cade Creek affordable hous-
ing project.

Planning Board chairman 
Robert Boyles cast the nega-
tive vote.

Senior Planner Peter 
Sander of Rennia Engi-
neering asked the planning 
board to approve the con-
servation analysis that he 
indicated had been revised 
to accommodate conserva-
tion concerns.

“We feel that our plans pro-
vide benefit to all involved,” 
Sander said of the conserva-
tion analysis. Board member 
Ken Topolsky questioned the 
definition of “benefit,” leading 
Sander to reply that “benefit” 
indicated “no impact.”

Planning board member 
Foz Bullock asked how utili-

ties can co-exist with conser-
vation interests.

“Because the utilities are 
sub-surface, there is no visual 
impact, no impact to wildlife, 
and no soil removal. The bot-
tom line is that what they are 
proposing agrees with code,” 
planning board engineer John 
Andrews said.

Topolsky asked about 
grading and erosion control 
at the Cascade Creek site. 
Sander explained that those 
elements are to be detailed 
within the preliminary sub-
division mapping phase of the 
application process, the next 
step coming up.

“This is preliminary,” plan-
ning board attorney Paul Van 
Cott explained. “Beyond the 
non-binding conservation 
findings will be the subdivi-
sion planning phases.

Explaining the order of the 
process, Atty. Van Cott said 
that preliminary mapping 
will provide project layout 
that will address such issues 
as drainage, stormwater run-
off, and State Environmental 
Quality Review Act (SEQRA) 
requirements.

“All of that comes before a 

public hearing,” Van Cott said.
“We’re here to listen,” 

Sander said. “We will address 
your concerns within the next 
set of plans,” Sander said.

In a process that began 
in January with preliminary 
plans described by Sander 
of Rennia Engineering, and 
a determination from plan-
ning board engineer John 
Andrews that a conservation 
analysis was needed, several 
meetings ensued. One of the 
meetings was a listening ses-
sion in which HRH met with 
neighboring property own-
ers and residents to hear their 
concerns. Those concerns led 
to revised conservation plan-
ning, presented to the Plan-
ning Board in March.

In May, a public hearing 
about the revised conserva-
tion planning was held with 
many residents’ comments 
focusing on site develop-
ment rather than conserva-
tion planning. 

Silo Ridge

In other action on 
Wednesday, June 25, a public 
hearing invited comment on 
Silo Ridge plans to revise its 
official plans to eliminate 13 

Abbott tapped as HVA’s new executive director

PHOTO PROVIDED 

The Cornwall-based Housatonic Valley Association has 

named Timothy B. Abbott as its new executive director. 

He succeeds Lynn Werner, who retired on July 1. 

By DEBRA A. ALEKSINAS

Special to the Millerton News 

CORNWALL, Conn. — 
Following a six-month na-
tional search, the Board of 
Directors of the Housatonic 
Valley Association has selected 
Timothy B. Abbott, a well-
known conservation leader in 
the region, as its new executive 
director. 

Abbott, 57, succeeds Lynn 
Werner, who retired on July 1 
after 42 years with the Corn-
wall Bridge-based organiza-
tion and 30 years as its execu-
tive director. 

 Abbott, who has been a 
resident of North Canaan 
since 2002, has focused on 
conservation leadership for 27 
years in western Connecticut 
and eastern New York, with 
national and regional nonprof-
its, including 17 years at HVA, 
where he most recently served 
as conservation director. 

James H. Maloney, search 
committee chair and president 
of the HVA board of directors, 
said Abbott was selected from 
a field of about 60 applicants 
from all over New England 
and one from the West Coast. 

“We actually narrowed the 
field down to Tim and one 
other. Tim became the clear 
choice when it became clear 
that no one had a stronger 
background,” said Maloney. 
He noted that the process 
of utilizing a formal search 
committee “was done delib-
erately, looking at the highest 
standards.” 

 The committee, he said, 
narrowed candidates down 
to a dozen, and from that, five 
were selected for interviews, 

then the field was narrowed 
down to two, Abbott and one 
other. “The board really did 
think over this decision very 
carefully,” Maloney explained. 
“We are convinced that Tim 
is the strongest candidate and 
the best candidate for us.” 

The HVA Board of Direc-
tors, said Maloney, is highly 
confident that Tim will make 
a “dramatic and substantial 
contribution” to the wellbe-
ing of the tri-state Housatonic 
River Watershed as HVA’s new 
leader. 

 “It is going to be an exciting 
time working with Tim and 
making, we hope, very sig-
nificant progress. He has huge 
experience in environmental 
conservation and in the work 
that an organization like HVA 
does. He also has a tremen-
dous network of people that 
he knows in the community 
at large. It’s a great and unique 
combination of professional 
skills and personal relation-
ships that are so valuable.  

Referring to the over-
whelming response from ap-
plicants, Maloney said HVA is 
a very well-regarded organi-
zation in the environmental 
community. “It’s not a posi-
tion that comes up very often, 
so there was a lot of pent-up 
interest.” 

Abbott said he is grateful 
that, in the end, the board was 
enthusiastic about his candi-
dacy. “Now there is no ques-
tion in their minds. They had 
a chance to kick the tires,” he 
said of the search commit-
tee’s full vetting and national 
search. 

“It allowed the board to 
think hard about what they 

want in Lynn’s successor, and 
for the organization, and it 
has allowed me to present a 
strong case for my vision of 
HVA, said Abbott. “I am very 
grateful that in the end, the 
board was enthusiastic about 
my candidacy.” 

Land protection work 
began with the Nature 

Conservancy 
Abbott is a well-known and 

respected conservation lead-
er who grew up in Dutchess 
County, New York, and be-
gan his land protection work 
with The Nature Conservancy 
in the Berkshires of western 
Massachusetts. 

He is an appointed member 
of Connecticut’s Natural Her-
itage, Open Space and Land 
Acquisition Review Board 

and a member of the Steering 
Committee of The Nature 
Conservancy’s Staying Con-
nected Initiative. 

During his long tenure 
with HVA, Abbott champi-
oned the federal Highlands 
Conservation Act, and he 
represents HVA as Connecti-
cut’s nonprofit member of the 
four-state Highlands Steering 
Committee. 

A skilled fundraiser, ef-
fective advocate and creative 
problem solver, Abbott created 
and led HVA’s Litchfield Hills 
Greenprint Collaborative, an 
innovative regional conserva-
tion partnership among north-
west Connecticut’s land trust 
community. He holds an M.A. 
in International Development 
from Clark University and a 

B.A. in English from Haver-
ford College. He was the win-
ner of a J. William Fulbright 
Scholarship in 1997. 

Abbott said this is a time of 
tremendous opportunity for 
HVA and conservation urgen-
cy for the region. “The climate 
crisis is a paramount concern, 
and HVA’s Follow the Forest 
and Clean, Cold & Connected 
conservation programs repre-
sent vital and effective ways to 
make an impact at local and 
regional scales.” 

He noted that he is excited 
to work closely with his HVA 
colleagues, its board, support-
ers and conservation partners 
to advance these and other 
conservation initiatives across 
the watershed and beyond. 

 “I have been working 
in conservation within this 
tri-state region and focused 
on this geographical region 
since 1995. I have institutional 
knowledge and fully recognize 
the conservation goals. I am 
ready for this level of leader-
ship.” 
Vast watershed impacts tri-

state region
The 1,248-million-acre 

Housatonic River watershed 
encompasses parts of 83 com-
munities in Connecticut, Mas-
sachusetts and New York and 
contributes 11% of the fresh 
water that enters Long Island 
Sound. It includes habitats as 
ecologically diverse as fens and 
seepage swamps, extensively 
forested uplands and a tidal 
estuary.  

Some of its villages have 
fewer than 2,000 people, while 
more densely populated areas 
and significant cities include 
Danbury, Waterbury and 
Pittsfield. The intersection 
of human communities with 
natural ones is at the core of 
HVA’s work and the organi-
zation specializes in strategic, 
collaborative conservation 
action with a wide range of 
partners. 

“HVA’s strategic plan for 
climate adaptation and resil-
ience,” said Abbott, “recognizes 
the need to adapt bridges and 
culverts to accommodate both 
increased water flow and wild-
life, to protect and connect for-

est habitat and allow for safer 
wildlife passage between them, 
to enhance riparian area and 
wetland conservation and to 
ensure that everyone has ac-
cess to nature, wherever they 
live in the watershed.”  

HVA has always been so-
lution-oriented, said Abbott, 
“and that will serve us well as 
we and our conservation part-
ners advance this vital work. 

‘An essential partner’ for 
NW Corner land trusts 
John Landon, committee 

chair for the Salisbury Associ-
ation Land Trust, said he feels 
Abbott is “the perfect choice” 
to lead HVA and advance its 
goals.

“I have known Tim for 
many years. Over that time, 
he has been razor focused on 
preserving the important eco-
systems in the Northwest Cor-
ner and beyond. He has always 
been available to assist local 
land trusts in identifying the 
most important parcels in need 
of protection and then helping 
secure necessary funding,” said 
Landon, who noted that Ab-
bott’s  strong connections with 
state and federal agencies has 
frequently helped overcome 
bureaucratic obstacles.  

“He can be very persuasive 
in a friendly, non-confronta-
tional way that advances the 
region’s conservation objec-
tives. Without Tim’s help,” 
said Landon, “the Salisbury 
Association Land Trust would 
not have been able to protect 
several important parcels. 

Shelley Harms, co-pres-
ident of the Norfolk Land 
Trust, executive director of 
Cornwall Conservation Trust 
and Conservation Director of 
the Salisbury Association, said 
she is thrilled to hear about 
Abbott’s appointment. 

“Tim is an essential part-
ner for the land trusts of 
the Northwest Corner. His 
relationships with the state 
and other important funders 
brigs grant dollars to our area 
for land conservation,” said 
Harmes. “He has a deep un-
derstanding of the ecology and 
the history and the economy of 
our towns and the Housatonic 
River Watershed.” 

townhouses and substitute 
ten condominiums in the 
same space on a single lot.

Of concern to planning 
board members was the likely 
tax receipt impact where the 
town would lose $48,000 
in tax revenue based on the 
change to the site plan.

Silo Ridge consultant Pat-
rick O’Leary agreed to pro-
vide more information ex-
plaining that the tax impact 
would be offset by new homes 
being planned for future con-
struction.

The public hearing was 
held open until the next 
planning board meeting on 
Wednesday, July 9, awaiting 
O’Leary’s information.
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Taxis
 5. Space Systems 

Command
 8. Plant seed by scattering
 11. Alliances
 13. Fiddler crabs
 14. Heroic tale
 15. Yemen capital
 16. Misleading gesture
 17. Cain and __
 18. Simple shoe
 20. Hundredweight
 21. Children’s toy in the 

snow
 22. Gets rid of
 25. Free of deceit
 30. Performed a dance
 31. Chinese philosophical 

principle
 32. Exaggerated
 33. Refrain from inflicting
 38. A doctrine 
 41. Can be subdued
 43. A place to bathe
 45. Land used for pasture
 48. Curved piece of iron
 49. Automobile
 50. Fencing sword
 55. Breezes through
 56. Child
 57. NBA legend Iverson
 59. Horsley and Iacocca 

are two
 60. Midway between 

northeast and east
 61. Spiritual leader of a 

Jewish congregation
 62. U.S. leader during 

much of WW2
 63. Lair
 64. Fibrous material

CLUES DOWN
 1. Home of “60 Minutes”
 2. Expression of sorrow 

or pity
 3. __ fide: legitimate
 4. Immune response
 5. Assistance and support
 6. Glared
 7. Spanish saloon
 8. Pitch black
 9. S-shaped lines
 10. Statistical test
 12. __ Paulo, city
 14. Graduation garb
 19. A way to record
 23. Not good

 24. Weather events
 25. A pituitary hormone
 26. Jamie Foxx film
 27. Rocker’s accessory
 28. One point east 

(clockwise) of due north
 29. One who obtains 

pleasure from another’s 
pain

 34. Consume
 35. Licensed for Wall Street
 36. Sick
 37. Israeli city __ Aviv
 39. Removed the husk
 40. Mass of rocks and 

sediment
 41. Two-year-old sheep
 42. Area units
 44. Prison overseer
 45. Walked
 46. Wartime escort aircraft 

carrier

July 3 Solution

July 3 Solution

Sudoku

 47. Tax
 48. 50 percent
 51. Swiss river
 52. Tattle
 53. Actor Idris
 54. Resist authority 

(slang)
 58. Egg of a louse
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A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS
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FAVORITE PICKS TROPHIES AWARDED! • FIRST 200 REGISTERED GET A FREE DASH PLAQUE! 
LIVE MUSIC! • GREAT FOOD! • GREAT FAMILY FUN! • ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE 

HOUSATONIC VALLEY FFA & THE FALLS VILLAGE VOL. FIRE DEPT.
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            Join us as we celebrate 
Jacobs Garage’s 95th Anniversary!
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TRI-CORNER CALENDAR
Items are printed as space permits. Submit calendar items to editor@lakevillejournal.com

	 JULY 10
Fossil Dig at the Library

David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

Thursday, July 10, 3:30 
p.m. we’re bringing the 
dig to the David M. Hunt 
Library! Experience 
paleontology for yourself 
at our mini fossil dig 
with REAL fossils to find 
and identify on July 10th 
at 3:30pm. Participants 
will “dig” through 
sand, rocks, and shells 
for micro- and small 
fossils namely from the 
Miocene era, and work 
to identify what animal 
they belonged to while 
learning more about 
early life on our planet. 
Let’s get digging! This 
event is free and open to 
the public.

Painting Music at Music 
Mountain
Gordon Hall, 225 Music 
Mountain Road, Falls Village, 
Conn.

On Thursday, July 10 
at 3 p.m., there will be 
a multigenerational 
event where artists, 
amateurs, and beginners 
paint while listening to 
live music. Guided by 
Vincent Inconiglios and 
Artistic Director Oskar 
Espina Ruiz. Materials 
provided. Rain or shine, 
held indoors. Info and 
tickets: musicmountain.
org

	 JULY 11
Senior Lunch & Learn: 

Fun and Games
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon, 10 Upper Main 
St., Sharon, Conn. 
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org

Join us for a relaxing 
break to meet others 
and socialize through 
a board or card game.
Please register: 
hotchkisslibrary.libcal.
com/event/14689809

Learn to Play Fridays
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

Every Friday from 3 to 5 
p.m., level up your game 
skills at the library this 
summer with our Learn 
to Play Fridays! Every 
Friday this summer we’ll 
be teaching and playing 
all kinds of old-school, 
screen-free card games. 
Stop by July 11 for UNO, 
War, and Cheat; July 18 
for Euchre; and July 25 
for Bridge. These events 
are free and open to the 
public.

Finding Nemo, Jr.
Sharon Playhouse, 49 Amenia 
Road, Sharon, Conn.

Friday, July 11 at 2 p.m. 
and Saturday, July 12 at 3 
p.m. and 7 p.m.

Musical adaptation of the 
Pixar classic, performed 
by local youth ages 11 
to 16.

Last week’s WotW

Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.

Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.
Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 

Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

1. Morsel of breakaway food

2. Worn by Harry Potter to vanish

4. Storage for items or data

5. Classic summertime activity

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

3. Series of metal links

E          R           U           P          T

D          E            P          O          T

S           P           A          D          E

S           P           E          N          D 

S           P           E           E          D

Where the Mountain 
Meets the Sea
Ancram Center, 1330 County 
Route 7, Ancram N.Y.

A Haitian man travels 
from Miami to California 
on a once-in-a-lifetime 
road trip and, years later, 
his gay son travels the 
same route in reverse. 
These parallel journeys 
allow them to forge a 
connection that had 
eluded them for years.” 
Where the Mountain 
Meets the Sea was 
previously produced by 
Manhattan Theatre Club.

Summer Concert Series: 
Jonny Grusauskas
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

On Friday, July 11 at 
6 p.m., The David M. 
Hunt Library and the 
Falls Village Recreation 
Committee are excited to 
offer a summer concert 
series on the lawn of the 
David M. Hunt Library. 
On July 11 at 6 p.m. the 
library will host Jonny 
Grusauskas. Jonny is a 
founder of the Music 
Cellar in Millerton, N.Y., a 
space dedicated to music 
education. He performs 
solo and as part of the 
band lespecial. Pack a 
picnic, bring chairs or 
a blanket, and join us 
on the library lawn for 
music this summer! The 
second concert will be 
a Community Open Mic 
on Friday, Aug. 8 at 6 
p.m.These events are free 
and open to the public.

	 JULY 12
Ice Dyeing with Anne 

Cameron
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon, 10 Upper Main 
St., Sharon, Conn. 
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.org

Saturday, July 12 from 10 
a.m. to noon.

Come in and cool down 
with a dye project that 
is easy, fun, and has the 
element of surprise! Ice 
Dyeing is a technique 
in which fabric dye 
and ice combine 
to create beautiful 
“abstract” patterns on 
fabric. Please register: 
hotchkisslibrary.libcal.
com/event/14367388

Book Signing
The Wish House lawn, 
413 Sharon Goshen Tnpk., 
Cornwall, Conn.

From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, July 12, author 
Gregory Galloway will 
be at the West Cornwall 
farmer’s market with 
copies of his latest book, 
“ALL WE TRUST.” In the 
book, what starts out as 
a family squabble turns 
into an international 
battle between 
competing crime 
organizations, moving 
from small town New 
England to San Francisco 
to Mexico.

Ingrid Freidenbergs: 
COLLAGE REDUX!
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

Exhibit: July 12 through 
Aug. 8. Reception: 
Saturday, July 12, 5 to 7 
p.m. Art Talk: Thursday, 
July 24, 5:30 p.m. This 
exhibit features the 
richly layered collages 
and box constructions 
of Latvian-born artist 
Ingrid Freidenbergs, 
whose work has been 
praised by The New York 
Times for its sensitivity, 
atmosphere, and 
historical depth.

New Art at the Akin Free 
Library
Akin Free Library, 378 Old 
Quaker Hill Road, Pawling, 
N.Y.

Contemporary works 
by 12 regional women 
artists shown throughout 
the historic Akin Free 
Library. Public reception: 
Sunday, July 13, 3 to 5 
p.m.

	 JULY 13
Blessing of the Bikes

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Church, 313 Twin 
Lakes Road, Salisbury, Conn.

Once again motorcycles 
and their riders will be 
blessed at All Saints 
of America Orthodox 
Church on Sunday July 
13. All are welcome and 
should arrive between 
11:30 a.m. and 12 p.m. 
Refreshments will be 
served.The church is 
located at 313 Twin 
Lakes Road in Salisbury. 
For more information 
call 860-435-9632.

Falls Village Car & 
Motorcycle Show
Main Street, Falls Village, 
Conn.

The Falls Village Car & 
Motorcycle Show will 
take place on Sunday, 
July 13, 2025, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in 
downtown Falls Village

July Fest
Cornwall Village Green, Pine 
St., Cornwall, Conn.

Fun for all ages Sunday, 
July 13, from 5 to 8 p.m. 
on the Green. Come 
dance with music by The 
Joint Chiefs and food 
from Hot Z’s, Nibbles n’ 
Noms and Peter Doda’s 
Ice Cream. Games, face 
painting, slime with 
Makayla, and hose off 
with a fire truck.

	 JULY 15
Book Release: The Met 

and Its People, by 
Jonathan Conlin
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

On Tuesday, July 15, 5: 
30 to 6:30 p.m., author 
Jonathan Conlin and 
art historian Michael 
FitzGerald discuss 
Conlin’s new book. This 
groundbreaking bottom-
up history reveals 
behind-the-scenes stories 
of the people who shaped 
the Met, from artists 
and curators to museum 
goers and security 
guards. Registration is 
required online.

	 JULY 16
Peace Corps Program

Kent Senior Center, 16 Swift 
Lane, Kent, Conn.

Five Kent Residents 
who served in the Peace 
Corps in the 1960’s and 
1970’s will speak at the 
Kent Senior Center on 
Wednesday, July 16, at 
11 a.m. as part of the 
“People and Places 
of Kent” series co-
sponsored by the Kent 
Senior Center and Kent 
Historical Society.

	 JULY 17
Modern Calligraphy 

Workshop with Debby 
Reelitz
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

On Thursday, July 17, 
4 p.m., come learn the 
popular and playful 
Modern Calligraphy 

with calligrapher Debby 
Reelitz at the David M. 
Hunt Library! In this 
workshop, you will 
learn where this style 
comes from, strategies 
on how to create this 
lettering style and 
projects to use the skills 
you have learned. No 
experience necessary! 
More information about 
Debby Reelitz is available 
at: letteringdesign.com 
This program is free 
and available for ages 
8 – adult or younger with 
permission. 

	 JULY 18
Roaring 20s Cocktail 

Party
Douglas Library, 108 Main 
St., North Canaan, Conn. 
douglaslibrarycanaan.org

The Douglas Library of 
North Canaan will host 
a summer cocktail party 
with a Roaring 20’s theme 
on Friday, July 18, from 5 
to 7 p.m. Hors d’oeuvres, 
desserts, wine and punch 
will be served: tickets are 
$15 per person and $25 
a couple and available 
at the door. Dressing up 
is optional. All proceeds 
benefit the Douglas 
Library. 860-824-7863 for 
further info.
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OUR TOWNS

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.
Real Estate

SHARON, CT
TRI-FAMILY TAG SALE!: 

July 12 10-4 and July 13 
12-3. Furniture, Home 
Goods, Silver, Vintage 
Clothing and much 
more. *No* early birds, 
please. 296 West Corn-
wall Road, Sharon, CT.

TAG SALESTAG SALES

Email ads to 
classified@

lakevillejournal.com

HELP WANTED

Saturday, July 19: 9 a.m - 2 p.m.
Sunday, July 20: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Monday, July 21: Fill a bag and Bargain Day  
9 a.m. - noon

Everything Must Go!

Four Locations:
Mohawk Ski Lodge 

and on the Cornwall Village Green: 
UCC Parish House

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church (Boutique)
Cornwall Town Hall

Food trucks available at Mohawk Ski Lodge & Cornwall Village

Have fun shopping while supporting  
the community in so many ways.

Visit us at facebook.com/cornwallwomansociety
Find more info such as maps, great photos, updates,  

donation dates, and details of each location.

Many thanks to all our volunteers
— Please leave your dogs at home • Please bring cash —

 
Building and Grounds Generalist 

Indian Mountain School – Lakeville, CT 
 

Location: Lakeville, CT 
Schedule: Full-Time 
Start Date: As soon as possible 
Compensation: Competitive wage + benefits and paid time off (PTO) 
 
Position Highlights: 

• Support maintenance and operations across 210,000 sq. ft. of campus facilities 
• Assist with repairs and upkeep of electrical, plumbing, and HVAC systems 
• Contribute to groundskeeping and custodial needs as required 
• Ensure safety, cleanliness, and functionality across school buildings 
• Work collaboratively with faculty, staff, and contractors 

 
Ideal Candidate: 

• Licensed plumber or plumbing experience strongly preferred 
• Prior experience in facilities, maintenance, or groundskeeping 
• Basic computer proficiency and strong communication skills 
• Positive attitude, flexibility, and team-oriented mindset 
• Able to lift 50+ lbs and work in a variety of indoor/outdoor conditions 

 
Why IMS? 
A collaborative and inclusive school community that values integrity, curiosity, and kindness. Employee 
benefits include: 

• Health, dental, and vision insurance 
• Retirement plan with employer contributions 
• Employee meals during shifts 
• Paid time off and professional development 

 
To Apply: Email your resume to lauren_lopane@indianmountain.org  
Learn more: indianmountain.org 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS GENERALIST
Indian Mountain School – Lakeville, CT

Location: Lakeville, CT 
Schedule: Full-Time 
Start Date: As soon as possible 
Compensation: Competitive wage  

+ benefits and paid time off (PTO) 

Position Highlights:
• Support maintenance and operations  

across 210,000 sq. ft. of campus facilities
• Assist with repairs and upkeep of electrical,  

plumbing, and HVAC systems
• Contribute to groundskeeping and custodial needs as required
• Ensure safety, cleanliness, and functionality across school buildings
• Work collaboratively with faculty, staff, and contractors

Ideal Candidate:
• Licensed plumber or plumbing experience strongly preferred
• Prior experience in facilities, maintenance, or groundskeeping
• Basic computer proficiency and strong communication skills
• Positive attitude, flexibility, and team-oriented mindset
• Able to lift 50+ lbs and work in a variety  

of indoor/outdoor conditions

Why IMS? 
A collaborative and inclusive school community that values 
integrity, curiosity, and kindness. Employee benefits include:
• Health, dental, and vision insurance
• Retirement plan with employer contributions
• Employee meals during shifts
• Paid time off and professional development

To Apply: Email your resume to lauren_lopane@indianmountain.org
Learn more: indianmountain.org

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

RENTALS: A FEW RENTALS ARE AVAILABLE.  
READ GENERAL INFORMATION ON THE TWO BELOW. 

LAKEVILLE HOME with 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, basically furnished, 
convenient to summer theaters and area events in CT, MA, and NY. Close to 
all area schools and other amenities. Pet restricted. CALL FOR CURRENT 
AVAILABILITY AND VARIABLE TERM(S) PRICING.

2 bedrooms, village 
location, living room, 
kitchen, 1 bath, no 
garage, no Cats.  
1 dog with application/
permission, non smokers.  
Utilities extra. Call for 
term and pricing.

A SUMMER SEASON, PREP SCHOOL SEASON,  
OR POSSIBLY LONGER

A 2ND FLOOR  
APARTMENT

The Lakeville Journal and  
The Millerton News seek a  
Financial Assistant to assist with 
payroll, HR, processing accounts 
payable, data entry and customer 
service. Knowledge of accounting, 
QuickBooks and excel preferred. 
Must be able to work independently. 
Full-time with benefits.

Please send resume to  
accounting@lakevillejournal.com

millertonnews.com • 860-435-9873 ext. 608

Financial Assistant
Full-Time

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

lakevillejournal.com • 860-435-9873

WANT TO JOIN OUR 
TEAM?: Wyantenuck 
Country Club is seeking 
Dishwashers. Positions 
available immediately. 
We offer a competitive 
pay with flexible shifts 
daytime and/or evening. 
Please send resumes to: 
barb@wyantenuck.org, 
call 413-528-0350 or 
stop by in person.

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L 
CHURCH OF SALISBURY: 
opening for Church Ad-
ministrator. Publicity, book-
keeping, office manage-
ment, volunteer coordina-
tion. See full job description:  
salisburycongregational 
church.org/jobs/. Please 
email resume and cover 
letter to jobs@salisburyucc.
org.

E X P E R I E N C E D  H O R S E 
EQUESTRIAN: to train 
three-year-old white Persian 
Mare for trail riding. 860-
364-0603.

HELP WANTED: Small Angus 
Farm seeks reliable help for 
cattle and horses. Duties in-
clude feeding, fence repair, 
machine repair. Will train the 
right person. 860-364-0603.

PART-TIME BOOKKEEPER: 
The Millerton Antiques 
Center is looking for a full-
charge bookkeeper with 
knowledge of accounting 
principles. Flexible hours. 
Only 1-2 hours per week plus 
an additional 3-4 hours at 
the beginning of the month. 
Most work can be done from 
home. Weekly/monthly data 
entry; accounts payable; 
payroll; monthly financial re-
porting. Must know Quick-
books. Pay determined by 
skills and experience. Call 
or text Bob at 917-301-2509.

HELP WANTED
SHARON CONGREGATION-

AL CHURCH IS SEEKING A 
PIANIST: to join our music 
team. We host a blended 
worship service; knowledge 
of traditional hymns is ben-
eficial. The team practices 
once per week and on Sun-
day in preparation for our 
10:30 worship. A stipend is 
available. call 860-364-5002 
or e-mail PastorDawson06@
yahoo.com.

THE DAVID M. HUNT LI-
BRARY IN FALLS VILLAGE 
IS HIRING: an Assistant 
Director/Youth Services 
Coordinator to start mid-Au-
gust. The position is 28 hours 
a week. A full job description 
and how to apply can be 
found at huntlibrary.org/
employment/

TOWN OF CORNWALL HIR-
ING PARK & RECREATION 
DIRECTOR: The Town of 
Cornwall is hiring for a Park 
& Recreation Director. For 
more details and to apply, 
contact First Selectmen’ ‘s 
office 860-672-4959.

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF CORNWALL 

IS ACCEPTING BIDS: for 
asphalt paving work this 
summer. Inquire at select-
men@cornwallct.gov or 
860-672-4959.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 
House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTIBLES

PRIVATE SALE OF SELECT-
ED FURNISHINGS/FUR-
NITURE: and household 
items from Ballyhack Farm 
in Cornwall. For more infor-
mation please contact us on 
jbjb4859@gmail.com. View-
ings by arrangement only.

PETS
L A B R A D O R  O R P H A N : 

wanted as companion for 
RESCUE MIX (5 years). Sha-
ron. 407-620-7777.

LAWN AND 
GARDEN

DAYLILIES FOR SALE!:Fifty 
years “working with nature” 
to produce beautiful one-of-
a-kind Lilies in many colors 
and sizes. Call 860-824-5560.

COMPUTER 
PRODUCTS

EPSON WORK FORCE PRO 
7720: All in one print (8.5 to 
11.17 inches). Scan, Copy, 
Fax, WiFi. Rarely used. Ex-
cellent for art projects, 
portfolios, engineering, ar-
chitecture, student projects. 
$325 or best offer. 860-248-
9299, leave message.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity.

REAL ESTATE
: All real estate advertised in 

this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination

REAL ESTATE
: based on race, color religion, 

sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice,

REAL ESTATE
: statement or advertisement 

with respect to the sale or 
rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

Grassroots efforts bring green 

landscaping grants to Millerton

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON – The Vil-
lage of Millerton has been 
awarded two state grants to-
taling $15,000 to replace land-
scaping equipment lost in the 
February fire at the Highway 
and Water Department build-
ing, thanks to the efforts of 
the joint Climate Smart task 
force of North East and Mil-
lerton.

Instead of gas-powered 
tools, Millerton will cut emis-
sions — and grass — with a 
new fleet of mostly STIHL-
brand electric tools. The com-
mercial-grade equipment is 
quieter, cleaner and most are 
powered by interchangeable 
lithium-ion batteries, Climate 
Smart Task Force Coordina-
tor Kathy Chow said.

“It’s actually a silver lining 
of the fire,” Chow said. “The 
Highway Department didn’t 
even have a rake left. This 
gave us a chance to start with 
a clean slate.”

The grants come from the 
Clean Energy Communi-
ties program, an initiative of 
the New York State Energy 
Research and Development 
Authority. Funded through a 
tax on electric bills, the pro-
gram rewards municipalities 
for completing energy-saving 
actions. Chow compared the 
system to earning scout badg-
es — towns rack up points for 
verified sustainability steps, 
then become eligible for 

grants.
For example, Miller-

ton earned 800 points for 
achieving Climate Smart 
Community certification. 
Chow added that six re-
cent “high-impact” actions, 
including installing the EV 
charging station on Century 
Boulevard last July and con-
verting streetlights to LED 
in January, helped qualify the 
village for funding.

Climate Smart task force 
member Andrew Stayman 
described the new tools as a 
full suite of battery-powered 
gear — from chainsaws to 
blowers and trimmers — all 
running on interchangeable 
batteries for streamlined use 
and charging. 

The broader goal is to 
phase out polluting two- and 
four-cycle engines in favor of 
cleaner, quieter electric alter-

natives. “Two-cycle engines, 
just by definition, are ineffi-
cient and far away from being 
green,” says Stayman. 

One standout purchase is 
an autonomous electric mow-
er, which will use satellite 
guidance and a smartphone 
app to trim the baseball field 
at Eddie Collins Park. Accord-
ing to Stayman, the mower is 
expected to cut a quarter-inch 
of grass each day and return 
to its charging station near the 
field. Though some liken it to 
a Roomba, Stayman, who is 
known to handle the techni-
cal aspects of most initiatives, 
said, “It’s more like a precision 
farming tractor than a robot 
vacuum.”

Chow said the switch to 
electric landscaping tools is 
part of a larger shift toward 
energy efficiency in local 
government and communi-

ties. While the equipment is 
an investment, she said the 
long-term benefits are clear 
— lower emissions, reduced 
maintenance and less noise 
for nearby residents. “It sort 
of feels like a win-win,” she 
said.

While individual climate 
actions can be hard to quan-
tify, Stayman believes in their 
collective power.

“Grassroots efforts have 
always fueled larger move-
ments,” he said. “It doesn’t 
make a difference when just 
one person does it, but when 
more and more people make 
small changes, the impact 
adds up.”

While there is no official 
expected arrival time for the 
equipment, the Climate Smart 
Task Force hopes to receive 
the new fleet of landscaping 
tools by August.

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

Thomas Divito, Lisamarie Manso and Jody Trosi as Ad-

ministrator sold the 2 bedroom/1 bath home on 1.5 acres 

at 552 Rodman Road for $295,000 by to Joseph R. and 

Carolyn Buyse Corney.

End of spring brings single 

$1M+ home sale in Hillsdale

By CHRISTINE BATES

Special to the Millerton News

HILLSDALE, N.Y. — A 
current nickname for Hill-
sdale in Columbia County 
may be “Beverly Hillsdale” but 
the six real estate transfers in 
April through June included 
only one million-dollar prop-
erty. 

3002 Route 23 — 3 bed-
room/1 bath homes on .83 
acres sold by Janice Sharron 
to Joe Yammine for $393,500 
recorded on April 17.

Mitchell Street — 135.98 
acres of vacant land sold by 
Corrigan Family Farm LLC 
to Richard B, Carrie H, and 
Careth H Herrington for 
$269,000 recorded on April 
28.

287 State Route 71 — 2 
bedroom/ 2 bath home on 
2.3 acres sold by Thomas 
and Stephanie Kelleher to 

Green River House LLC for 
$310,000 recorded on May 5.

35 Stage Coach Road — 3 
bedroom/2 bath home on 8.4 
acres sold by Howard Jacobs 
by Attorney and Maiken Ja-
cobs by Attorney to Robert 
Breer LLC for $715,000 re-
corded on May 28.

90 Overlook Drive — 3 
bedroom/2 bath home on 
3.1 acres sold by Neil Kumar 
Chatani and Sara Iliana On-
gun to James Sadek and An-
nabel Macrae for $1,220,000 
recorded on June 26.

*Town of Hillsdale real es-
tate recorded as sold at arm’s 
length with consideration is de-
rived from Columbia County 
public deed transfers from April 
1 to June 30, 2025. Compiled 
by Christine Bates, Real Es-
tate Advisor with William Pitt 
Sotheby’s International Realty, 
Licensed in Connecticut and 
New York.

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

An autonomous mower will soon be mowing the grass at Millerton’s baseball diamond.
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FREEFREE 
In-Home In-Home 
ConsultationConsultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

BUY MORE
SAVE MORE

1-5 shades: 20%
6-10 shades: 25%

11 or more: 30%
*Excludes Lutron 

& Hunter Douglas
Good until 7/31/25

Building/Remodeling SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Excavation
Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozers  

Dumptrucks • Power Rake • Foundations Dug  
Water & Electric Lines Dug 

Drainage Installed • Landclearing • Grading  
Ponds Dug  • Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed 

Landscaping
Lawn Installation • Lawn Repair • Fencing 
Paver Bluestone Terraces • Retaining Walls 

Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers 
Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls 

Tree And Shrub Planting

Grounds Maintenance
Lawn Care • Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up 

Edging, Mulching • Lawn Fertilization 
Lawn Pest, Disease Control • Weed Control 

Weekly Maintenance Programs • Field Mowing 
Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding • Brush Clearing

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

When you need  
to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Auto Repair

Auto Storage

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Insulation Painting

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Waste Management

Tree Service

Well & Pump Services

Roofing Services

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS

Fast, friendly service since 1954
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commercial & industrial doors, electric 
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(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.
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65Years

(518) 392 3883
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating

71
Years

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Tree Care • Tree Removal • Tick Spraying

applewoodtreecare@yahoo.com
860-733-2020

Jason Bresson
J. Phillip Bresson

CT arborist license# 62658, NY pest license# CO-653231
CT arborist license# 65653

B-2580

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She­  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

West Cornwall, CT
860-790-0671

cmcarting@gmail.com
www.cmcartingsolutions.com

JUNK REMOVAL  
DUMPSTER RENTAL

GARBAGE COLLECTION

(860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM
Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 

Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

Pet Waste 
Management

Poop happens. We pick it up so you can move on!
Pet waste removal, eco friendly,  

affordable reliable service, special event 
cleanups, residential and commercial

Serving Litchfield County, Northwest Corner
Call or text 475-850-2209 

Email poophservice@gmail.com

CREAM HILL 
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INSURED 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 
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• Pumps 
• Well Drilling 
• Water Filtration 
• “No Water”  

Emergency Service

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

Generators

Electrical Contractor

Sharon Electric LLCSharon Electric LLC
www.sharonelectriccompany.kohlergeneratordealer.com

GENERATORS

Sales, Service, Installations
Salisbury, Connecticut 06068 88860-435-9683

Sharon Electric LLCSharon Electric LLC

Salisbury, CT 06068
sharonelectric86@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Residential & Commercial
NEW CONSTRUCTION,  

RENOVATIONS, SERVICE UPGRADES

88860-435-9683
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