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Town of North 

East conducts dog 

census, encourages 

licensing of pets

Can you 

hear me 

now? 

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@lakevillejournal.com

Drivers and residents across 
Northeast Dutchess County, New 
York, and Connecticut’s North-
west Corner are well aware of the 
area’s spotty cell phone coverage� 

“Cell phones suck,” Amenia 
Volunteer Fire Chief Chris How-
ard said� He echoed the feelings of 
many residents and visitors to the 
area who contend with dropped 
calls and failed text messages on 
a regular basis� 

Spotty cell service is annoying 
for drivers relying on GPS for di-
rections and it creates problems 
for Howard and his department� 
Howard said the truck’s computer-
assisted routing uses the T-Mo-
bile network� When trucks have 
to travel north of the traffic light 
in the middle of downtown Ame-
nia, their cell service drops out 
and crews could lose those direc-
tions� Usually, Howard said, this 
isn’t a huge setback for his crew, 

Amenia Town Board 

continues public hearings  

on cannabis dispensaries

By KRISTA A. BRIGGS

kristab@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — A stack of let-
ters destined for the outgoing mail 
sat on Marcy Wheatley’s desk at 
Town Hall� Wheatley, the North 
East deputy town clerk, said the 
correspondence was related to pet 
licensing, which has been in de-
cline in recent years, despite being 
a New York State requirement�

“Renewal numbers have gone 
down, down, down,” observed 
town clerk Elizabeth “Tilly” 
Strauss, who is currently under-
taking a dog census in North East 
as part of a campaign that began on 
Jan� 1 to determine the number of 
canines in town and their licens-
ing status� Strauss is a dog-lover 
who is mystified by the drop in the 
numbers of licenses issued in the 
Town of North East� According 
to Strauss, 407 pet licenses were 
issued in 2017�  By the following 
year, the number had dropped to 
331� The trend downward, which 
has not been attributed to any par-
ticular cause, has continued, and 
the number of current licenses is 
around 200 – less than half of what 
was issued eight years ago�

In New York State, pet licensing 
is a legal requirement, but there are 
very practical reasons for obtain-
ing a license� In 1992, as infected 
animals presented themselves in 
the region, Dutchess County was 
designated as a rabies county� As a 
result and for everyone’s protec-

tion, all dogs and cats must receive 
a rabies vaccination� 

Vaccination is a requirement for 
licensing, and the license serves as 
proof of a pet’s vaccination status� 
Licenses must be renewed annu-
ally and rabies vaccinations must 
remain up-to-date�  According to 
the New York State Department of 
Health, a pet should receive its first 
vaccination by around four months 
of age with a second vaccination 
to follow a year later�  Subsequent 
booster shots should take place ei-
ther annually or every three years, 
depending on the type of vaccine 
administered�  

Once the vaccine has been ad-
ministered, a license can be issued 
to the pet owner� Ideally, licenses 
are issued to owners when a pet is 
four months old and renewed each 
year� In the Town of North East, 
license fees are $10 for spayed and 
neutered animals and $20 for those 
that are not� Strauss is strongly en-
couraging pet licensing as failure to 
do so may result in the issuance of 
court appearance tickets and fines 
for pet owners�  Additionally, the 
town’s dog control officer will be 
conducting random checks to en-
sure compliance�

Applications and additional in-
formation on pet licensing can be 
found at Town Hall in Millerton� 
Renewal requests can be submitted 
online by going to: townofnorth-
eastny�gov, clicking on “Forms,” 
and navigating to the “Dog License 
Application�”

‘Dine Out for History’ 

series kicks off Jan. 26

By KRISTA A. BRIGGS

kristab@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — The following 
restaurants will be participating in 
the Dine Out for History series on 
the following dates�  Reservation 
are advised for most restaurants, so 
diners should call ahead to ensure 
seating� Ten percent of the pro-

ceeds will benefit the North East 
Historical Society�

Millerton Inn —Sunday, Jan� 26
Taro’s — Thursday, Feb� 6
The Oakhurst Diner — Sunday, 

Feb� 16
Willa — Thursday, Feb� 27
Round III — Monday, March 10
Golden Wok — Wednesday, 

March 19 (takeout only)

PHOTO BY KRISTA A. BRIGGS

Town clerk Tilly Strauss shows off the dogs of the Town of North 

East at her desk in North East Town Hall on Maple Avenue in 

Millerton.

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton news

AMENIA — Two public hear-
ings on whether or not to permit 
a cannabis dispensary to join the 
town’s business landscape and 
consideration of term limits on the 
Town Board were some of the top-
ics discussed at the regular meeting 
of the Town Board on Thursday, 
Jan� 16� Councilmember Brad Re-
billard was absent�

The first of the public hearings 
on the topic of a cannabis retail 
establishment concerned opting 
in to state regulations, a necessary 
step to reversing a 2022 local law 
that had opted out of those state 

regulations� The second of the pub-
lic hearings would incorporate a 
new local law into the zoning code 
to regulate cannabis dispensaries 
in the town, detailing permitted 
locations and rules regarding op-
erations�

Both public hearings heard resi-
dents’ concerns about the wisdom 
of allowing such establishments�

Councilmember Rosanna 
Hamm suggested continuing both 
public hearings to allow more pub-
lic input at the next Town Board 
meeting on Thursday, Feb� 5�

All residents who offered com-
ment favored holding a town-wide 
referendum on the question of al-
lowing a cannabis dispensary to 

open and operate within the town� 
Citing years of experience as a 

member of the Town Board, resi-
dent Darlene Riemer opposed al-
lowing a dispensary, detailing the 
dangers of the use of drugs particu-
larly among young families� 

“I don’t think cannabis is neces-
sary,” she said, favoring provision 
of more recreational opportunities 
for the town’s young families�

Seeing a link between drug use 
and mental health issues, resident 
Bob Riemer strongly opposed the 
proposed dispensary, urging the 
Town Board to take a hard look at 
the proposal�
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www.salisburyforum.org

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2025
The Colonial Theatre, Canaan, CT

View a recording of this sold-out panel 
on our website by the end of February.

National Film, Local Panel
TRANSFORMING

OUR FOOD SYSTEM

The Salisbury Forum is hosting a free screening of Food and Country, 
a documentary film produced by trailblazing food writer Ruth Reichl 

that reports on the country’s troubled food system and the innovators 
risking everything to transform it. Afterward, panelists who bring 
food from the farm to table will discuss our local food economy.

Panelists
Rebecca Busansky, executive director of Berkshire Agricultural Ventures (BAV) 
Dan Carr, owner of Beavertides Farm in Falls Village, CT, and BAV team member
Amanda Freund, third-generation farmer at Freund’s Farm in East Canaan, CT
Peter Platt, chef and owner of The Old Inn on the Green in New Marlborough, MA

SOLD OUT

PHOTO BY KRISTA A. BRIGGS 

The stage is being literally set for “Clue” to be performed this spring by Webutuck 

students, whether their participation involves theatrical performance or set design. 

Webutuck students plan return 

to stage in March with ‘Clue’ 

By COLLEEN FLYNN

colleenf@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — Webutuck’s 
drama society will return to 
the stage with a board game-in-
spired murder mystery, “Clue,” 
after a hiatus which began just 
prior to the pandemic. 

Webutuck students rang-
ing from elementary age to 
high school level will be per-
forming in front of a live audi-
ence on March 28, 29 and 30, 
all at 7 p.m. 

The story begins with six 
guests who are invited to a 
mansion for a dinner party 
with an anonymous host. 
Later, when the host is found 
to be dead, the guests and staff 
are forced to figure out the 
identity of the murderer. 

Second-year chorus and 
music teacher Kaylee Kelsey 
is aiming to reestablish the 
district’s drama club, with the 
club’s first performance being 
“Clue.” Kelsey has been teach-
ing in the Webutuck district 

in both the intermediate and 
high school. 

The play was originally set 
to be performed solely by high 
school students and originally 
scheduled to lift the curtain in 
January. However, it will now 
be performed by a range of 
students in the district to al-
low for a more diverse theat-
rical experience. According to 
Kelsey, the younger students 
taking part in the play have 
little to no theater experience, 
but are doing very well.

Village board discusses next 

steps for pool project, service 

agreement for LED lights

By COLLEEN FLYNN

colleenf@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — The 
Village of Millerton’s board 
members met on Monday, 
Jan. 13, to discuss the Eddie 
Collins Memorial Park’s pool 
project, which is moving full 
speed ahead. 

Total grant funding for 
the project is now over $7.6 
million after an additional 
$675,000 in grant money 
from the state. The aim is for 
the project to be completed in 
time to celebrate a Millerton 
milestone next year.

“They’re expecting to start 
construction as early as mid-
July,” Mayor Jennifer Najdek 
said of the project which will 
hopefully coincide with the 
celebrations marking the 
founding of Millerton. “So 
we’re really tightening up 
as far as being ready for the 
175th anniversary,” she added.

The Village is planning to 
contact multiple banks in the 
area, such as Bank of Mill-
brook and Bank of Greene 
County, which can handle 
large money needs and asso-
ciated requests to fulfill this 
project. “We know that all 
of that seven million dollars 
will be reimbursed. My con-
versation is how I would like 
us to do a short-term BAN 
[bond anticipation note] for 
the park,” said Najdek. “That 
way, as soon as we get into 
construction, we have a cash 
flow there to keep everything 
moving.” 

With the bond anticipa-
tion note, the Village must 
remain mindful of its con-
stitutional debt limit since 
the reimbursement will come 
after paying for parts of the 
project. “It cannot be more 
than seven percent, a full val-
uation of taxable river prop-
erty for the five most recent 
years, you can’t go over seven 
percent of that,” Najdek said, 
“So that puts us at $7,461,395. 
Now that includes other debt 

that we’ve taken out. So, ac-
tually, our debt limit now is 
$7,000,301. I don’t want to 
borrow seven million dollars.”

Members discussed the 
best way to borrow money 
to pay for the construction 
and keep the project on their 
desired timeline for next 
year. According to Najdek, 
with some of the programs 
and grants the Village has 
received, the payments can 
be matched, one being 50/50 
and the other 25/75. “Say we 
submit $100,000, they give 
us $50,000 back … Up to 
$500,000 and they hold on 
to the last 20 maybe 10% … 
We need to spend the money 
first, before we can get any 
of that money back,” Najdek 
said. “If we did somewhere 
in the middle, we don’t know 
what the cost of this project is 
going to be. We don’t know if 
it’s going to stay right at the 
7.56 or if it’s going to be 7.9.” 

If the Village exceeded its 
debt limit, it would have to 
contact the state comptrol-
ler’s office to get permission 
to spend. “Here we are talk-
ing about borrowing money 
that is being backed by an 
actual grant that’s coming to 
us,” said Trustee David Sher-
man. “This is not something 
that is going to cost the tax-
payer money. We know if we 
have to pay the interest on 
the short term ourselves, but 
nevertheless, it’s not going to 
be six or seven million dollars 
that is coming out of taxpay-
ers’ pockets.”

The board is currently 
working on a budget which 
outlines the spending sched-
ule needed to keep the pool 
maintained throughout the 
year.

“The next thing I am not 
entirely keen on is the pro-
posed one year service agree-
ment for the LED lights,” Na-
jdek said, “If something goes 
wrong, it’s going to happen 
within the first year, but there 
are warranties on the equip-

ment itself. There’s a one-year 
workmanship warranty for 
it. I am not inclined to move 
forward with this.” 

This additional service 
would cost the Village $150 
a month or $1,800 a year. 
However, the Village would 
be charged an extra 20% of 
the commission the contrac-
tor receives. “In RealTerm 
[Energy], if something goes 
wrong with one of our lights, 
RealTerm will engage a third-
party electrical subcontrac-
tor,” Najdek said, “We have 
to pay commission on top of 
whatever that subcontractor 
cost is.”

The board members chose 
not to move forward with the 
proposal for the LED lights in 
the Village.

The Village Board will 
hold a public hearing on 
Monday, Jan. 27, at 6:05 p.m. 
on the 2025 Community De-
velopment Block Grant.

“This is for the upcoming 
year, new money available,” 
said Najdek,  “Typically, we’ve 
done Community Develop-
ment Block Grant for side-
walks in the past.”

North East opens bids for highway garage 

for new fencing to surround facility 

By COLLEEN FLYNN

colleenf@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — On 
Thursday, Jan. 16, the Town 
of North East opened bids for 
the Highway garage’s fencing 
installation. 

The town received bids 
from eight different po-
tential candidates with the 
ranging costs of $166,000 to 
$328,676.

Currently, the town’s 
highway garage only has one 
side of the fencing completed 
and is looking to hire a com-
pany to install the other three 
sides. “The next step is we ac-
tually do a little research on 
the company that wins the 
bid, and we check the refer-
ences … make sure that they 

can do what they say they’re 
going to be able to do. Then 
the board has to accept their 
bid,” Supervisor Chris Ken-
nan said. “Just because bids 
have been submitted and 
somebody has the lowest 

bid doesn’t mean they have 
the job.”

The process of building 
the new highway garage be-
gan in 2022 with most of the 
construction happening dur-
ing 2023. The final touches 

were wrapped up at the be-
ginning of 2024. The new 
garage is now 12,720 square 
feet, which allows for more 
equipment to be stored and 
worked on — if needed — un-
like the previous garage.

Email news and photos to editor@millertonnews.com
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The best part about banking with NBT?
Seeing friendly faces you already know.
With familiar faces and a deep understanding of our community, our local team is here to 
help you turn your financial goals into reality, no matter where they take you. NBT Bank 
offers the personalized products, high-tech digital banking tools, and local decision-making
you need in your bank. Whether you’re supporting your goals, your family or your business, 
you need a bank you can rely on. 

Visit your nearest branch or learn more at nbtbank.com
Canaan   |   Lakeville   |   Millerton   |   Salisbury   |   Sharon

Member FDIC

Voted One of the 
World’s Best Banks 

by Forbes

5-Star 
Bauer Rating

Mobile App Rating: 
4.7 out of 5 Stars

to the same great team.
Trust your banking

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

Let’s make snow globes!

Enthusiasts of all ages came together at the Amenia Free 

Library to create their own snow globes on Tuesday, Jan. 

14. Program assistant Megan Marshall, creative mentor 

for the project, showed off a completed snow globe that 

participants could use as a model. 

North East landfill selected 

for methane mitigation

By COLLEEN FLYNN

colleenf@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — The 
Town of North East’s landfill 
will be one of the recipients 
of biofilters to reduce the 
amount of methane it leaks 
into the community. 

Early in September, the 
Hudson Valley Regional 
Council was selected to re-
ceive $3 million through the 
Climate Pollution Reduction 

Grant program, which will 
benefit 14 different towns. 

“That is being organized 
by the Hudson Valley Re-
gional Council,” North East 
Town Supervisor Chris Ken-
nan said. “They’re going to 
be helping not just our town, 
but a whole group of towns 
… which is to install mulch 
filters over the exhaust vents 
in town landfills.”

With this grant the Hud-
son Valley Regional Council 

can install biofilters which 
will decrease the amount of 
methane being released into 
the atmosphere from closed 
landfills within the Hudson 
Valley area, while also pro-
moting the installation of 
solar arrays. 

About 93% of emissions 
produced in the town of 
North East come from its 
landfill. This project will aim 
to reduce the amount of emis-
sions the landfill leaks with 

natural filters of mulch and 
woodchips containing meth-
ane-eating bacteria.

“I’ll be surprised if it’s 
even this year. They have a 
lot of work to do. It’s not up 
to us to do that work,” Ken-
nan said. “It is the Hudson 
Valley Regional Council that 
has to do the work. They 
have to decide on what the 
right technology is, what’s 
the right mulch, how much 
mulch.”

Two Dover organizations 

receive Youth Wellness Support 

Microgrants from the county

By KRISTA A. BRIGGS

kristab@millertonnews.com

POUGHKEEPSIE — The 
third and final round of fund-
ing in support of the emotion-
al wellbeing of young people 
in Dutchess has been awarded 
via the Youth Wellness Sup-
port Microgrants program, as 
per county executive Sue Seri-
no. The aim of these grants, 
which will aid funding for six 
organizations in the county, is 
to encourage positive choices 
for young people such as re-
fraining from substance use 
or engaging in other detri-
mental behaviors. 

Of the six grant recipients, 
two are Dover-based. The 
Lucky Orphans Horse Res-
cue will offer young people 
in need of emotional support 

the opportunity to work 
with equines with a focus 
on groundwork while build-
ing their mental wellness. 
The program will provide 
16 sessions totaling 32 hours 
to groups of select students 
from Dover High School. The 
Lucky Orphans Horse Rescue 
will receive $19,000 in grant 
monies in support of this pro-
gram.

The Dover Plains Library 
Association will also receive 
$19,000 in grants in support 
of their collaboration with 
Dover Elementary School, 
in which four school assem-
blies and additional evening 
programs for parents at the 
library will be offered as a 
means of connecting families 
in an educational and reflec-
tive environment.

Four additional organiza-
tions throughout the county 
were also on the receiving 
end of funding.  Two Pough-
keepsie-based organizations, 
the Dutchess County Pride 
Center, which will offer cop-
ing strategies and depression 
management for youth, and 
The Art Effect, which will 
create an animated youth-
produced PSA on mental 
health as it relates to social 
media usage also received 
Youth Wellness Support 
Microgrants. The other two 
grant recipients were the Red 
Hook-based Hidden Hollow 
Farm Riding, which will pro-
vide programming in equine-
based therapy and journal-
ing for at-risk youth, and 
the Beatrix Farrand Garden 
Association in Hyde Park, 

which will offer courses on 
garden design and African 
drumming for 100 young 
adults in need of direction. 
A combined total of $105,924 
in grants has been allotted to 
these programs.

County executive Seri-
no voiced her support for 
these wellness initiatives for 
Dutchess youths, saying, “I’m 
proud to collaborate with 
programs that give our young 
people the tools they need to 
succeed and reach their full 
potential, while support-
ing their mental health and 
wellbeing. These grants are 
an important investment in 
their future, funding initia-
tives that encourage positive 
growth and help them navi-
gate challenges with confi-
dence.”

Amenia Housing Board 

takes aim at 2025 goals

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

AMENIA — The first 
Housing Board meeting of 
the year on Thursday, Jan. 16, 
brought the election of offi-
cers and the setting of goals 
for the year. The Housing 
Board unanimously re-elect-
ed Charlie Miller to serve as 
chairman and named Gaye 
Parise to serve as secretary.

Recognizing the urgent 
need for workforce housing 
opportunities and the impor-
tance of communication, the 
Housing Board is planning an 
informational event to be held 
on Saturday, Feb. 22, at the 
Town Hall, between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and noon.

Miller noted that the event 
will offer an overview of 
workforce housing and de-
scribe the scope of the Ame-
nia Housing Board. Dutchess 
County officials will attend, 
along with representatives 
from the County Board of 
Planning and Development, 
Miller said.

During the event, repre-
sentatives from Hudson River 
Housing, a non-profit organi-
zation in Poughkeepsie will 
describe its work to provide 
affordable housing opportu-
nities in area communities. 
The developer will discuss its 
project proposal now before 
the Amenia Planning Board.

Miller updated the Housing 
Board on the town Planning 
Board’s preliminary review 
of a Hudson River Housing 
project on Cascade Road, now 
awaiting an accurate survey of 
the actual acreage involved, as 
well as a conservation assess-

ment of the site.
Once the acreage and 

conservation information 
have been submitted, then 
details of the site plan will 
be received and considered, 
Miller said.

“If we want to have a 
middle class, we have to pro-
vide housing choices,” Miller 
added.

Communication was an 
agreed-upon goal for the 
coming year for the Housing 
Board.

Board member Juan Tor-
res said that the board should 
seek to identify ways to 
smooth the process of getting 
a project started, to shorten 
that process and to remove 
impediments. Torres noted 
that the steps involved in proj-
ect planning can be extremely 
costly to applicants.

Another housing goal to 
be explored will be Acces-
sory Dwelling Units, where 
apartments might be creat-
ed in existing homes where 
homeowners might want ad-
ditional income.

During the public com-
ment portion, four neigh-
boring residents expressed 
concern about the Cascade 
Road higher-density afford-
able housing project being 
proposed by Hudson River 
Housing, particularly the 
impact a development might 
have on the existing stream 
and natural habitat. Also of 
concern was the effect of any 
development on water run-
off volume and negative im-
pact on neighboring proper-
ties. Fewer homes on larger 
lots was suggested as a viable 
alternative.
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Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Worship Services
Week of January 26, 2025

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
The Rev. Heidi Truax

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, February 9 at 10:30 a.m.

 For information, contact Jo Loi  
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gatesl

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church  

40 Leedsville Road 
Amenia Union, NY

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE

Visit our website for links
Rev. AJ Stack
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com 
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

OBITUARIES

Send obituaries 
to johnc@ 

lakevillejournal.com

William F. Mattes III

MILLERTON — William 
F. Mattes III, passed away at 
his longtime home 
in Millerton on Fri-
day, Dec. 20, 2024, 
with his beloved 
children, Dylan 
and Elizabeth, and 
his wife, Diane, at 
his side. 

Bill, son of 
the late Wil-
liam F. Mattes Jr. 
and Grace Mann 
Mattes, was born in Chicago, 
Illinois, on July 27, 1944, and 
grew up in Briarcliff Manor, 
New York. After attending 
high school in Briarcliff, Bill 
went on to graduate with a 
Bachelor’s degree in English 
from New York University. It 
was there that he met his wife 
of 34 years, Gweno P. Mattes. 

Bill forged a distinguished 
career in New York City in 
advertising at William Esty, 
Cunningham & Walsh, Lois, 
Holland Calloway, Grey Ad-
vertising and 25 years at Doyle 
Dane Bernbach — where he 
served in senior management 
roles on accounts including 
Polaroid, Avis, Michelin and 
Mobil Oil.

Bill and Gweno built their 
weekend home in Millerton 
in 1977 and raised their chil-
dren, Dylan and Elizabeth, 
there and in New York at The 
Buchanan on East 48th Street.

Life in Millerton tapped 
Bill’s inner country boy, 
where he could cut cords of 
firewood, build a woodshed 
and a screened porch and grow 
an abundance of vegetables 
each summer. In the city, he 
could smooth a client’s ruffled 
feathers, write and deliver a 
new business pitch … so many 
skills and talents — this man, 
we knew, could do it all.

A lifelong New York Yan-
kees fan, Bill emulated his he-
roes with a mean lefty curve 
ball as a kid. Watching 9 year 
old grandson Rohan’s MVP 
turns at bat, on the field and 
on the mound filled him with 
pride. A versatile athlete but 
never one to brag, only Bill’s 
closest friends knew about 
that hole-in-one at Poxabogue 
back in the day. 

In 2000, Bill traded the 
gray flannel suit of Madi-
son Avenue for flannel shirts 
from Saperstein’s and retired 
to Millerton, where he was 

free to enjoy life at his home 
in the woods. He read vora-

ciously and curated 
playlists of John 
Prine, Bob Dylan 
and Ry Cooder 
soundtracks to ac-
company a drink 
and dinner at the 
end of a good day. 

Bill cared for 
his beloved wife 
Gweno when she 
became ill. When 

she passed away in 2003, Bill 
ensured that her love and his 
and the wonderful life they 
had created carried on for 
Dylan and Elizabeth.

In 2009, Bill married Di-
ane P. Barto at the home of his 
late sister, Barbara Abercrom-
bie and her late husband Bob 
Adams in Santa Monica, Cali-
fornia. Diane was welcomed 
by the entire family when this 
second chapter began. 

Bill is survived and dearly 
missed by Diane, Dylan and 
his wife, Tanaya Apte, Eliza-
beth and her husband, Jason 
Marrian, along with 4 beau-
tiful grandchildren; Aliya, 
Rohan, Annapurna and Lu-
cius. He also leaves nieces, 
Brooke Abercrombie and her 
husband, Chris Wilson, and 
their daughters Emma and 
Cara and Gillan Abercrom-
bie Frame, her husband, Greg 
Frame, and their children, 
Axel and Grace, and by his 
and Diane’s cat, Charlie.  

Bill will be remembered 
for his love of family, friends 
and home and for his devo-
tion to them all; for his sharp 
wit and signature humor; for 
all that, and for those remark-
able blue eyes.

A private family memo-
rial will be held in the spring. 
Donations in Bill’s memory 
can be made to the Millerton 
Fire Company, P.O. Box 733, 
Millerton, NY 12546, Hudson 
Valley Hospice, 374 Violet 
Ave., Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
or to the Little Guild of St. 
Francis, 285 Sharon/Goshen 
Turnpike, W. Cornwall, CT 
06796. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to the Scott 
D. Conklin Funeral Home, 
37 Park Ave., Millerton, NY 
12546. To send an online con-
dolence to the family or to 
plant a tree in Bill’s memory, 
please visit www.conklinfu-
neralhome.com

Luigina A. Dzenutis

CANTON — Luigina A. 
Dzenutis, 91, of Canton, died 
peacefully on Jan. 
16, 2025, in her 
home. She was the 
wife of the late Pe-
ter A. Dzenutis Sr.

Luigina was 
born in Bronx, 
New York, on May 
17, 1933, the daugh-
ter of the late Jack 
and Medie  (Tonelli) 
Grecco.

Luigina’s life was full of 
family, friends and celebra-
tions. She enjoyed her last 
Christmas season surrounded 
by everyone she loves, singing 
and dancing her way through 
December.

Luigina is survived by her 
seven sons; Peter Jr., John, 
Ralph, David, Stanley, Thomas 
and Rah; and four daughters 
Mary, Elizabeth, Ann and 
Luiginia. She is also survived 
by sixteen grandchildren; 
Jolene, Sherri, Cassie, Michael, 
Britney, Nicholas, Gabriela, 
Sydney, Page, Terry, Kaitlyn, 
Zachary, Jacob, Maximilliam, 
Gabriel and Luigina, along 
with thirteen great-grandchil-

dren; Payton, Aubrey, Aman 
Jr., Carmela, Landon, Hailey, 

Hayden, Jayden, 
Grayson, Malia, 
Bennett, Rowen and 
Landon Jr.

Besides her 
husband, Peter, of 
69 years she was 
predeceased by a 
son, Michael and 
grandson Aman. 

Luigina leaves 
behind a legacy of 

stories and memories to be 
told by her 11 remaining chil-
dren and a multitude of grand 
and great-grand children, 
nieces and nephews.

Members of her commu-
nity, and friends of the fam-
ily, may pay their respects at 
Kenny Funeral Home in Sha-
ron, CT, Jan. 22 from 4 p.m 
to 6 p.m.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be held at Immaculate 
Conception Church in Ame-
nia, NY on Thursday, Jan. 23 
at 11 a.m. Burial will follow at 
the Immaculate Conception 
Cemetery. The Kenny Funeral 
Home has care of arrange-
ments.

In Appreciation

Sterling J. Sterling

The dog park feels a little 
quieter this week as we mourn 
the passing of our dear friend 
Sterling. Known for his wit, 
warmth, dark humor and un-
forgettable stories, Sterling 
was a cherished member of 
our community. His loyal dog 
Jasper, the most noble of ca-
nines, continues to grace the 
picnic table, where he often 
posed like a regal model—a 
fitting tribute to his remark-
able owner.

The dog park on Long 
Pond Road in Lakeville is a 
vibrant hub of diversity, both 
in its dogs and their owners. 
Among its most memorable 
regulars was Sterling, an artist 
and storyteller with a person-
ality as colorful as his life. He 
spent many years in Belize, 
Central America, where he 
brought joy to his village—
including the unforgettable 
tale, always shared with a 
mischievous grin, of how 
he introduced the first toilet 
to town, sparking a spirited 
community celebration.

Sterling’s presence at the 
park was unmistakable. He 
would arrive draped in a flow-
ing black cape and crowned 
with a black Stetson hat, his 
look completed by a silver 
belt buckle. Last summer, 
he proudly added a touch of 

whimsy to his signature style 
with a pair of bright orange 
sneakers he had rediscovered 
in the back of a closet.

To know Sterling was 
to share in his laughter, his 
creativity, and his deep love 
for life. His presence will be 
deeply missed, but his stories, 
his art, and the sight of Jasper 
watching over the dog park 
will keep his memory alive in 
our hearts.

As Jasper adjusts to life 
without Sterling, we are look-
ing for a new home for this 
noble companion. If you or 
someone you know would 
like to provide Jasper with 
a loving home, please reach 
out. Let us honor Sterling 
by ensuring Jasper finds the 
care and companionship he 
so richly deserves.

Cristóbal 

López-Henríquez A.

on behalf of the Friends 

of the Salisbury Dog Park

PHOTO PROVIDED

Sterling and Jasper

I was an idealistic third 
year college student pursu-
ing a Social Work degree and I 
needed an annual seven week 
field period placement in 1976 
and it was time to give elder 
care a whirl. And just like that, 
my introduction to Eileen 
Mulligan, Administrator of 
Noble Horizons, changed the 
trajectory of my life. On the 
facility tour, Eileen stopped 
and addressed a frail male 
resident in a wheelchair by 
title, putting a hand on his 
shoulder, and discreetly re-
placed his compromised lap 
blanket. This still frame of 
a singular caring gesture to 
ensure a modicum of dignity 
stayed with me, and epito-
mizes who Eileen was.

Those seven weeks in the 
Recreation Dept, entertain-
ing and engaging seventy 65 
-85-year-old guests, set the 
stage for a lifelong endeavor 
and a love of compassionate 
care, crazy and spontaneous 
fun and creativity, as well as 
customer service. Three years 
later, I was back at Noble as a 
full time Recreation Director.

With Eileen Mulligan at 
the helm of what was then 
a cutting-edge continuum 
of care model, her influence 
and professionalism devel-
oped and supported the ‘pre-
mier’ living standard for late 
life and end of life care. With 
a powerful sense of decency, 
commitment, and loyalty, 
Eileen created a culture that 
became the benchmark of 
quality of care for over four 
decades.

In Appreciation

Eileen Mulligan

Eileen had an innate sense 
of right and wrong, and de-
manded the utmost respect.  
She was extremely organized, 
thorough, and observant, de-
tail oriented. Her expectations 
were high, and she was a task 
master. Always on time, al-
ways hands on, always prag-
matic, always with a let us get 
it done attitude. She was fis-
cally responsible, community 
minded, and generous. Eileen 
was an etiquette maven with 
exquisite taste in décor, art, 
fashion, fine wine, and deli-
cious food. She was attentive 
to family and close friends, 
took epic vacations over the 
years, and had a string of lit-
tle unpleasant dogs that she 
adored. 

Our paths crisscrossed 
over those decades, while I 
wore many hats in many de-
partments at Noble, as well as 
in the community. Eileen was 
a mentor and considered me 
an earnest voice of reason al-
beit an idealistic thorn in her 
side as she moved me around 
and brought me back time 
after time, when I’d need a 
change from entrepreneurial 
endeavors. I was fortunate to 
have had four family members 
live out their final years under 
her tenure, and three relatives 
had benefitted in short term 
rehab care.

 (Eileen, coincidentally, 
was our tenant for years and 
I even did a little successful 
matchmaking!)

 I was a stalwart supporter, 
as well as a dependable critic. 
Of course, Eileen had her less 
than stellar moments as we all 
do, some infuriating and some 
wildly stubborn. I am grateful 
for the collage of memories 
that bring me tears of joy and 
grief. Eileen did not deserve 
her condition (no one does, 
to be clear) but she had more 
than earned the quality care 
she received these last few 
years and the ultimate peace 
she now has.

 Because of the thousands 
of lives affected directly and 
indirectly by her dedication 
and vision, I hope and pray 
that Eileen’s legacy will live on 
in the Salisbury community 
and in the industry of elder 
care in the Tri-State area. This 
is her gift to us and our gift 
to her. 

Sandra Oliver

Lakeville 

Celebration of Life

Eileen Mulligan

Noble Horizons Auxiliary 
and Noble Horizons will be 
hosting a celebration of life 
for Eileen Mulligan on Satur-
day, Jan. 25, from 3 to 5 p.m. 
in the Community Room. 
Eileen was the founding ad-

ministrator of Noble from 
1972 until her retirement 45 
years later in 2017. Upon retir-
ing she achieved the status of 
five stars for Noble Horizons. 
Please join us in her honor for 
this celebration.

Trinidad Proffitt

SALISBURY — We mourn 
the great loss of Trinidad Prof-
fitt, 88, who passed 
away peacefully 
on the morning of 
Thursday, Jan. 16, 
2025. She was a be-
loved mother, sis-
ter, grandmother, 
friend, and member 
of our local commu-
nity.

Trina was born 
on Aug. 10, 1936, in Vega 
Baja, Puerto Rico, to the late 
Carmen Martínez Padrón y 
Sandín and Lino Padrón Ri-
vera, who co-authored the 
Puerto Rican Constitution. 
While studying Pharmacy 
at the University of Puerto 
Rico, she met the love of her 
life, Burton Proffitt, who was 
serving in the Marine Corps.

Together, they raised their 
family of three children in 
Puerto Rico and Long Island. 

Trina was a woman ahead 

of her time in many ways. 
Early in her career, she cre-

ated scents for 
perfumes and 
products like Tone 
Soap at Interna-
tional Flavors & 
Fragrances (IFF). 
She also invented 
a method for sus-
pending chemi-
cals at very high 
concentrations, 

which allowed the company 
to expand significantly. She 
continued making radical 
scientific and organizational 
contributions at North Shore 
University Hospital in Long 
Island where she eventu-
ally became the Director of 
Outpatient Pharmacy. After 
retiring from Pharmacy, she 
moved to Los Angeles and be-
came a docent, teaching art 
history to young children. She 
brought her love for teaching 
to Salisbury for the after-

school program SOAR. 
 In her later years, she be-

came an avid reader, likely con-
suming the entire collection at 
Scoville Memorial Library. She 
was well-known and loved by 
everyone. Tough and resilient, 
she rarely let anything slip by 
her. With a twinkle in her eye 
and a wry smile, she could 
make us laugh until we were 
in tears. She loved her children 
and grandchildren passionately. 

She is survived by her sis-
ters, Carmen and Bruni, her 
children Robert, Craig, and 
Pilar, and her grandchildren 
Isabel, Carmen, Grace, Ellis, 
Sam, Amelia, and Pablo.

A memorial service was held 
at the Salisbury Congregational 
Church on Sunday, Jan. 19, at 
1 p.m. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Noble Hori-
zons in Salisbury. The Kenny 
Funeral Home has care of ar-
rangements.
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Measles kills:  
A short history 

He knows nothing and thinks 
he knows everything. That points 
clearly to a political career.

—George Bernard 

Shaw

In 1962, about 500,000 
American kids got mea-
sles, with fever and spots 

made by the immune system 
reacting with the virus. Many 
of us remember it as relatively 
benign and I have heard peo-
ple say, ‘I had it, and it wasn’t 
so bad’. But we are not all the 
same; we are not inbred white 
mice. Some people respond 
differently; immune systems 
are complex and vary from 
one person to the next. About 
20% of affected children had 
complications, usually en-
cephalitis, an inflammation of 
the brain. Or they had diar-
rhea and dehydration.   Many 
were hospitalized and about  
four hundred died. Year after 
year. That is hard to imagine 
now, because in 1963, a vac-
cine was produced by the 
legendary Dr. Sidney Hill-
man and his team at Merck. 
The Merck team made many 
vaccines and saved millions 
of lives. 

After 1963, measles was 
one less thing for parents 
to worry about, along with 
polio, mumps, rubella, and 
then chickenpox. Whooping 
cough, diphtheria, and tetanus 
had been dealt with through 
earlier vaccines. Measles vi-
rus did not disappear, it was 
not eradicated like smallpox; 
It still stalks unvaccinated 
communities.

The measles virus is very 
contagious, more than SARS-
CoV-2.  Measles has another 
insidious  property — it 
wrecks existing  immune re-
sponses and not just a person’s 
response to measles. Imagine 
a child in Africa, whose im-
mune system is just managing 
to keep the malaria parasite 
at bay.  A case of measles will 
depress the immune system, 
unleash the malaria parasite, 
and may kill the child. Mea-
sles virus is one of the great 
killers in Africa with 47,000 
deaths in 2022. Most viruses 
have ways to suppress im-
mune systems, but measles is 
a champion of immune sup-
pression and contagion.

The vaccine is exception-
ally effective. And measles 
returns when vaccination 
stops. In an under-vaccinated 
community, a single tourist 
shedding measles virus can 
start an epidemic. That is 
what happened in September 
2019, in American Samoa, in 
the months before the Covid 
pandemic.  

The ground had been 
prepared by Robert F. Ken-
nedy Jr., who had visited Sa-
moa, met with government 
officials, and told them and 
other people that the vaccine 
caused autism. In 2017, 74% 
of babies were vaccinated, 
which was already low, but 
by January 6, 2020, only 31 
to 34% of newborns were 

being vaccinated. Before the 
outbreak there were almost 
no cases of measles. A single 
infected tourist introduced 
the virus and by the 6th of 
January 2020 there were 
5,700 cases and 83 deaths. The 
population is about 200,000 
and about 100,000 doses of 
vaccine — measles, mumps 
and rubella — were admin-
istered.  Schools were closed, 
and sports teams were idle — 
Samoans play rugby.  People 
stayed home and hung out a 
red flag to summon the vac-
cination teams.  Other islands 
in the region had 99% vacci-
nation rates and no measles 
or noticeable increases in au-
tism.  Wikipedia has a lengthy 
article on the American Sa-
moa measles outbreak, well 
as others in the South Pacific.

An emergency response by 
Samoan health workers con-
verted to vaccinators with 
help from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
and the public health agencies 
of New Zealand, Australia, 
Israel and French Polynesia 
and many other countries, 
and health agencies stamped 
out the measles epidemic by 
Jan. 22, 2020. 

I do not know if there were 
any cases of autism among the 
thousands of children who 
were vaccinated, as Mr. Ken-
nedy’s theory predicts there 
would be. Did Mr. Kennedy 
even ask if autism had in-
creased after thousands of 
kids got measles vaccine?  
There should have been a 
wave, according to his theory, 
but if you don’t ask, the theory 
remains intact.  

Raw data say no increase in 
autism occurred. The Amer-
ican Samoa Public Health 
website does not mention 
autism as a problem. I called 
the American Samoan Health 
Authorities. They were very 
cooperative and have not no-
ticed anything of concern, but 
being competent officials said 
that they will do a deeper in-
vestigation.  Numbers count. 
We will let you know the re-
sults. 

The message from these 
events is simple: Be skeptical 
of people who never admit 
that they are wrong. Do not 
trust people whose message 
is meant to instill fear. Don’t 
believe people who think they 
know, but don’t. Do not put 
Robert F. Kennedy in charge 
of any American health 
agency, let alone all of them. 
Genial skepticism is a virtue 
that keeps people healthy, 
even alive. 

Richard Kessin, PhD,  is  
Professor Emeritus of Pathology 
and Cell Biology at the Colum-
bia University Irving Medical 
Center. 

On Sunday, Jan. 19, the 
Amenia Fire Company spon-
sored our monthly Pancake 
Breakfast. We were pleased 
to have a crowd of 151 people 
in attendance for our monthly 
meal.  We rely on the break-
fasts to raise needed money 
for general operations and we 
always     appreciate the sup-

Amenia Fire Co. thanks

port of the community. We 
thank everyone who attends 
our events and we will return 
again on February 16.

Andy Murphy, 

on behalf of the  
Breakfast Committee 

Amenia Fire Co. 
and Auxillary

Amenia

Courthouse remodeling progress; Millerton 

Firemen’s Ball; Reception for NYC TV channels

January 18, 1934

‘Progress On Courthouse 
Remodeling, CWA Project, 
Reported by Architect’; Sat-
isfactory progress is being 
made on the Dutchess County 
courthouse remodeling proj-
ect, it was reported last week 
by William J. Beardsley, the 
architect in charge of the 
work. He stated that the job 
will be completed by Feb. 15, 
the date which terminates the 
emergency relief Civil Works 
Administration.

Windows have been in-
stalled on the third and fourth 
floors, green paint applied to 
the window trim, and plas-
tering is also under way as is 
some of the terazza [sic] floor-
ing. All partitions have been 
completed, and on the first 
floor the new steel supports 
have been finished. Marble 
trim and a special carved-face 
plaster job have been applied.

Some of the labor troubles 
have grown out of the inabil-
ity to get special workers for 
the finer phases of the job, Mr. 
Beardsley stated, but for the 
present these obstacles have 
been overcome. Some dif-
ficulty was met in obtaining 
painters to do special deco-
rating work, he added, but it 
is expected that this problem 
will be solved satisfactorily.

In discussing the fact that 
some observers had noticed 
that the sill course of the for-
mer third floor windows was 
left untouched, the architect 
said that these sills may even-
tually be cut away to the line 
of the brick outer wall pro-
vided the county authorities 
wish to have this done. It was 
impossible to remove the sills 
because they are set deep into 
the walls, and when the out-
side work was in progress 
the weather was too cold to 
trim the sills off to the face 
of the brick, Mr. Beardsley 
explained. This work may be 
done later with the use of sus-
pension scaffolding, he said.

January 16, 1975

‘Millerton Scout Help 
Sought’; In an effort to revi-
talize Scout Troop 43 in Mil-
lerton, a meeting of interested 
adults will be held Monday, 
Jan. 20, 7:30 p.m. at the Amer-
ican Legion Hall.

The purpose of the meet-
ing is to form a working troop 
committee that will have the 
selection of a scoutmaster 
and the creation of a sound 
scouting program as part of 

its ongoing responsibilities.
Adults willing to help with 

the project are asked to attend 
the meeting. For further in-
formation, call Dick Meyer.

‘Firemen’s Ball Set For 
Feb. 15’; The Millerton Fire 
Department will hold its 13th 
Annual Fireman’s Ball on Feb. 
15 at the Fire House. Danc-
ing will be from 9 p.m. to 1 
a.m., with the music of Bill 
Patzwall.

Tickets are $3 per cou-
ple. They must be bought in 
advance and there will be 
no tickets sold at the door. 
Anyone wishing to purchase 
tickets can do so by contact-
ing any local fireman, or by 
contacting the co-chairmen of 
the dance, Kenneth Rossman 
or Bud Kilmer. 

January 20, 2000

‘Wiring Will Improve Ca-
blevision Reception’; MIL-
LERTON — Motorists trav-
eling down Route 44 through 
Lakeville and Millerton dur-
ing the last couple of weeks 
may have noticed an unusual 
amount of wiring activity.

The new wiring will bene-
fit all customers served by Ca-
blevision of Dutchess County, 
according to Emilie Spauld-
ing, Cablevision’s director of 
governmental relations.

Optimum, a division of 
Cablevision, began work dur-
ing the last week of December 
on stringing fiber optic cable 
from Litchfield, Conn., to one 
of Cablevision’s nodes in Mil-
lerton.

“They worked all the way 
through the holidays,” said 
Ms. Spaulding.

The result will be improved 
reception of lower-end over-
the-air channels from New 
York City, such as channels 
2 (WCBS), 4 (WNBC) and 7 
(WABC).

Currently, Cablevision 
receives its signal for those 
channels from an antenna 
atop its Wingdale regional 
facility. The old-fashioned 
method of gathering the 
signal makes for occasional 
lapses in picture quality, 
mostly because of varying 
atmospheric conditions and 
passing aircraft.

“I know it seems like a 

circuitous route,” Ms. Spauld-
ing explained, “but the lower 
channels will now be coming 
via fiber optic directly from 
[New York] City, which will 
make those channels much 
clearer for our customers.”

The system upgrade, 
which will cost the company 
about $200,000, should be 
complete by the end of the 
month.

“People will know when it 
will be done because the lower 
channels will be dramatically 
better,” Ms. Spaulding sur-
mised.

The splicing of fiber optic 
cable is a relatively delicate 
and time-consuming process, 
so the new fiber optic cables 
will be spliced into Cablevi-
sion’s system in the middle 
of the night, temporarily dis-
rupting service.

“But the only people who 
will notice will be insomniacs 
or those who work very late,” 
Ms. Spaulding said.

Cablevision had to ob-
tain permission from TCI of 
Northwestern Connecticut 
to run the cable through its 
territory.

Cablevision serves 10 
municipalities in Dutchess 
County, including Millerton, 

North East and Amenia.

‘Medical Services for Vet-
erans Expand’; MILLERTON 
- Medical services for local 
veterans will be expanded in 
Millerton under an outreach 
initiative by the Veterans 
Administration Hospital at 
Castle Point, according to 
American Legion Post No. 
178 Commander Barbara Sa-
batine.

The mobile medical van 
from the V.A. Hospital nor-
mally visits the Legion Hall 
on the first Tuesday of every 
month, providing podiatry 
and optometry services.

Starting Monday, Jan. 24, 
a medical doctor will be on 
hand as well. Veterans who 
are registered with the V.A. 
will be called to set up ap-
pointments. Those who do 
not receive a call or a letter 
can show up on Jan. 24 or Jan. 
26 to register in person for 
the free service. Organizers 
hope to set up physicals for all 
veterans who need one.

The mobile medical van 
serves veterans from sur-
rounding communities as 
well. Organizers hope to one 
day have a permanent veter-
ans clinic in the area.

Your 
News millertonnews.com

Stay informed

The views expressed 
here are not necessarily 
those of The Millerton 
News and the News 
does not support or 
oppose candidates for 
public office.

 
We accept gifts, 

grants and sponsor-
ships from individuals 
and organizations for 
the general support of 
our activities, but our 
news judgments are 
made independently 
and not on the basis of 
donor support.

 
Accepting financial 

support does not mean 
we endorse donors or 
their products, services 
or opinions.

 
Letters to the edi-

tor deadline is 10 a.m. 

Monday for that week’s 

publication. No more 

than 500 words. Send 

to editor@millerton-

news.com. Please in-

clude a phone number 

for confirmation.



A6          THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, January 23, 2025

OUR TOWNS

C A L L  K I M  F O R  A  F R E E  
C O N S U LTAT I O N  O R
T O  L E A R N  M O R E

Kimberly Downey, CTFA
860.567.6405
unionsavings.com/wealth

Protect your assets, your
family, and your legacy.

We prioritize your best interests with unwavering

commitment, o	ering invaluable Trust & Estate Services

for your peace of mind.

C A L L  K I M  F O R  A  F R E E  
C O N S U LTAT I O N  O R
T O  L E A R N  M O R E

Kimberly Downey, CTFA
860.567.6405
unionsavings.com/wealth

C A L L  K I M  F O R  A  F R E E  
C O N S U LTAT I O N  O R
T O  L E A R N  M O R E

Kimberly Downey, CTFA

unionsavings.com/wealth

FINANCIAL PLANNING | TRUST & ESTATE

INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT

• O�ers impartiality, permanence, and continuity

• Acts as a family liaison in decision-making

• Provides compassionate, personal, 
 hands-on service

• Ensures assets are always protected

• Serves as a co-trustee, co-executor, 
 or agent for both capacities

O U R  T R U S T  &  E S TAT E  T E A M

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

Dan Egan joined Cary Institute researcher Jane Lucas for a discussion on his bestsell-

ing book “The Devil’s Element,” at the Cary Institute in Millbrook Thursday, Jan. 16. 

Egan’s book is a comprehensive look at the ecological problems posed by phosphorous.

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@lakevillejournal.com

MILLBROOK — Bestsell-
ing author and veteran jour-
nalist Dan Egan joined Jane 
Lucas at the Cary Institute in 
Millbrook for an interview 
and discussion on his latest 
book, “The Devil’s Element,” 
Thursday, Jan. 16.

Fluffy white snowflakes 
were falling on the dark 
Cary Institute campus as 
eager visitors streamed in-
side to escape the cold and 
hear about phosphorous, 
the element Dan Egan said 
is too-often overlooked for 
its monumental importance 
to life on Earth.

Egan’s fascination with 
the fertilizing element 
started while he was work-
ing as a journalist covering 
the ecological devastation of 
Lake Erie. That lake, he said, 
was one of many victims of 
phosphorous.

Phosphorous is an im-
portant element to modern 
human life. Egan described 
the botanical concept of the 

Dan Egan, author of ‘The Devil’s Element’, 

explores phosphorous and algae at Cary

“limiting element,” or the 
observation that the least 
abundant ingredient for life 
will be the limiting factor. In 
the early days of botanical 

chemistry, this was a huge 
discovery. Once scientists 
could isolate elements like 
phosphorous, nitrogen and 
potassium, and they under-

‘Snowy the Snow Plow’ among 

Kellogg kindergarten’s top names 

for Falls Village fleet of plows

By PATRICK L. 

SULLIVAN

patricks@lakevillejournal.com

FALLS VILLAGE, Conn. 
— Lee H. Kellogg School’s 
kindergartners recently took 
on the challenge to name the 
town’s four snow plows. 

Spearheaded by Kinder-
garten teacher Amelia Nichols 
and supported by First Select-
man Dave Barger, the project 
offered a hands-on learning 
experience for students while 
fostering local connections.

The youngsters studied 
snow plows through books 
and discussions, and applied 
their geometry skills by creat-
ing models of their own snow 
plows. 

The grand finale was a 
democratic process where 
the students voted on names 
for the vehicles.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Falls Village’s snow plows have new names courtesy of 

the creative kindergarteners at Lee H. Kellogg School. 

The winning names were: Snowy the Snow Plow, The Ice 

Demolisher, The Blizzard Buster and The Snow Breaker.

The winning names were: 
Snowy the Snow Plow, The 
Ice Demolisher, The Blizzard 
Buster and The Snow Breaker.

As a special surprise, mem-

bers of the Falls Village Town 
Roads Crew visited the school 
with their snow plows, giving 
the children a chance to see 
the named machines up close.

Salisbury Association 

opens new preserve

By ALEC LINDEN

alecl@lakevillejournal.com 

SALISBURY, Conn. — 
Another 47 acres of pristine 
Salisbury woodland are now 
open to the public, thanks to 
the completion of a hiking 
trail on the Hecht Preserve 
located on Route 112. 

The Salisbury Association 
Land Trust acquired the land 
from John and Mary Belter 
and Helen Belter Hill in late 
2023, aided by funding from 
the Connecticut Open Space 
and Watershed Land Acqui-
sition Program, U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife’s Highlands Act, and 
a generous donation from the 
Anne and Rollin Bates Foun-
dation. 

A little over a year after 
purchase, the parcel is now 
available for public use via a 
1.3 mile loop trail, which the 
Trust rates as moderately dif-
ficult. Parking for the trail is 
located at the entrance to 
Wack Forest along Route 112 
about a half mile west of the 
intersection with Wells Hill 
Road. 

The trail was originally 

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN

The trailhead for the new-

ly opened preserve.

meant to be opened by sum-
mer 2024, though the process 
was delayed as the parking is 
along a state highway, mean-
ing the Trust had to apply for 
approval from the Depart-
ment of Transportation, Trust 
Co-chair John Landon said. 

As it abuts the town-
owned Wack Forest, the 
opening of the Hecht Pre-
serve has created a much 
larger publicly accessible 
protected area. The terrain 
comprises a wooded hillside 
and ridgeline, and is dissected 
by a clean, cold-water stream 
that provides valuable habi-
tat for native fish and other 
aquatic species. 

The rest of the property 
is ecologically rich, with a 
mixture of younger and older 
forest and several key habi-
tat types. “There’s definitely 
a lot of wildlife in that area,” 
Landon said, noting the oc-
casional bear sighting. 

The preserve was named 
to honor Lou and Elaine 
Hecht, longtime contributors 
to the Trust. Lou was co-chair 
of the Trust for 17 years and 
remains an emeritus trustee. 

“Lou and Elaine have been 
huge supporters of the Land 
Trust for many years,” Land-
on said. “They’ve just contrib-
uted so much to the town and 
have educated people about 
the importance of the envi-
ronment.”

stood the role they played in 
plant growth, food produc-
tion sky rocketed.

Egan credits the fertilizer 
revolution as the sole reason 
why the planet can support 
a human population of seven 
billion and counting, but he 
said our dependence and 
misuse of chemical fertiliz-
ers has huge consequences 
for our communities.

Egan’s research points to 
a growing body of evidence 
suggesting phosphorous 
contamination can turn riv-
ers and freshwater lakes le-
thal with toxic algal blooms. 

What’s more, toxic algal 
blooms caused by phospho-
rous contamination can even 
be swept out to sea, which oc-
curred in Mississippi in 2019. 
That year, massive flooding 
upstream in the Mississippi 
river basin forced the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers to 
open the Bonnet Carré spill-
way on the Mississippi river 
in Louisiana on two separate 
occasions for an annual to-
tal of 122 days. The deluge of 
fresh water diluted the Gulf 
of Mexico enough that it 

could support the freshwater 
toxic algae that plague Lake 
Erie and other waters across 
the country. That summer, 
the state of Mississippi had 
to close its beaches all year 
long because of a huge bloom 
just off its shores.  

In the question and an-
swer portion, one concerned 
audience member asked 
what could be done to fix 
the problem. Egan said the 
issue isn’t one individuals 
can change on their own. 
The root of the problem, he 
said, is industrial agricul-
ture. Fertilizer pollution is 
historically under regulated, 
and he said many businesses 
haven’t realized the utility of 
reclaiming phosphorous un-
til recently.

Copies of Egan’s book are 
available for sale at Merritt 
Bookstore in Millbrook. The 
Cary Institute hosts regular 
science seminars and ecology 
lectures. A full list of planned 
events can be found online at 
www.caryinstitute.org.

PHOTO BY KRISTA A. BRIGGS

A work in 

progress

With the purchase of Mil-

lerton Square Plaza com-

plete, work has begun on 

its transformation.  A new 

supermarket, owned and 

operated by Chris and 

Kim Choe, proprietors of 

Sharon Market, is slated to 

open in the space, possibly 

by this spring.
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LEGAL NOTICES

Legal Notice
GENERAL GEORGE 

LLC, a domestic LLC, 
filed with the SSNY on 
12/12/2024, Office location: 
DUTCHESS COUNTY, NY. 
SSNY is designated as agent 
upon which process against 
the LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
4957 NY-22 Amenia, NY 
12501. Purpose: any lawful.

01-02-25
01-09-25
01-16-25
01-23-25
01-30-25
02-06-25

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation of 

Pretty Little Closet, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 11/15/24.Office location: 
Dutchess County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Crystal Smith 124 
Sharon Road, Millerton, NY 
12546. Purpose: any lawful 
act or activity.

12-12-24
12-19-24
12-26-24
01-02-25
 01-09-25
01-16-25

Legal Notice
Notice of formation of 

Timothy Capowski LLC.
Articles of Organization 

filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 
December 2, 2023. Office 
location: P.O. Box 785, 42 
Maple Avenue, Millbrook, 
NY, 12545, Dutchess County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of the process 
to the LLC: P.O. Box 785, 42 
Maple Avenue, Millbrook, 
NY, 12545. Purpose: law 
practice (appellate litigation 
and consulting).

01-09-25
01-16-25
01-23-25
01-30-25
02-06-25
02-13-25

Legal Notice
Notice of formation of 

limited liability company. 
Articles of Organization of 
BLACK BARN EVs LLC 
were filed on September 27, 
2024 with the Secreretary of 
State of New York. The LLC 
has an office in Dutchess 
County, NY. The NY Sec of 
State is designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against LLC may be served. 
The SSNY shall mail process 
to: 17 South Quaker Hill 
Road, Pawling NY 12564. 
The LLC does not have a 
specific date of dissolution. 
The purpose of the LLC is 
to engage in any lawful act.

01-09-25

01-16-25
01-23-25
01-30-25
02-06-25
02-13-25

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
ESTOPPEL

The bond resolution, 
a summary of which is 
published herewith, has 
been adopted on December 
5, 2024, and the validity of 
the obligations authorized 
by such resolution may be 
hereafter contested only 
if such obligations were 
authorized for an object 
or purpose for which the 
Town of Amenia, Dutchess 
County, New York, is not 
authorized to expend 
money, or if the provisions 
of law which should have 
been complied with as of 
the date of publication 
of this notice were not 
substantially complied 
with, and an action, suit 
or proceeding contesting 
such validity is commenced 
within twenty days after 
the date of publication 
of this notice, or such 
obligations were authorized 
in violation of the provisions 
of the Constitution. Such 
resolution was subject to 
permissive referendum. 
The period of time has 
elapsed for the submission 
and filing of a petition for 
a permissive referendum, 
and a valid petition has not 
been submitted and filed 
in connection with such 
resolution.

A complete copy of the 
resolution summarized 
herewith is available for 
public inspection during 
regular business hours at 
the Office of the Town Clerk 
for a period of twenty days 
from the date of publication 
of this Notice.

Dated: Amenia, 
New York, January 17, 2025.

/s/ Dawn Marie Klingner
Town Clerk
BOND RESOLUTION 

DATED DECEMBER 5, 
2024.

A  R E S O L U T I O N 
AUTHORIZING THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF 
NEW HIGHWAY GARAGE 
AND SALT STORAGE 
SHED, AT A MAXIMUM 
ESTIMATED COST OF 
$6,333,449, IN AND FOR 
THE TOWN OF AMENIA, 
DUTCHESS COUNTY, 
N E W  YO R K ,  A N D 
AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE OF $6,333,449 
BONDS OF SAID TOWN 
TO PAY THE COST 
THEREOF.

Class of objects or 
purposes: Construction 
of a New Highway Garage 
and Salt Storage Shed on a 
Town-owned parcel of land 
on the east side of Route 22 
between South Simpatch 
Road and Tower Hill Road

Period of  probable 
usefulness: 30 years, subject 
to permissive referendum

 Maximum estimated 
cost: $6,333,449

Amount of obligations to 
be issued: $6,333,449 
serial bonds

SEQRA status: 
Unlisted Action. Negative 
D e c l a r at i on .  SE Q R A 
compliance materials on 
file in the office of the Town 
Clerk where they may be 
inspected during regular 
office hours by appointment.

01-23-25

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN, that a Public 
Hearing will be held in 
the Webutuck High School 
Library on February 3, 2025 
at 6:30p.m. p.m. prevailing 
time, for the purpose of 
rece iv ing  community 
input on amending the 
existing exemption tiers 
and maximum income 
thresholds entitling qualified 
senior citizens to a tax 
exemption pursuant to New 
York State Real Property Tax 
Law §459.

Therese Trotter
District Clerk, Northeast 

(Webutuck) Central
 School District

01-23-25

Notice of Receipt of Tax 
Roll and Warrant

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN THAT Ei leen 
Ciaburri the Tax Collector 
for the Town of Pine Plains, 
has received the Tax Roll for 
2025 and will be collecting 
taxes during the month of 
February 2025 at the Town 
Hall, 3284 Route 199 East, 
Pine Plains New York, on 
Monday, Wednesday & 
Friday 10:00AM to 1:00 
PM and during the months 
of March, April & May 
on Tuesday and Thursday 
10:00Am-1:00PM. Taxes 
collected through the month 
of February 2025 are without 
penalty. Penalties are levied 
as follows: March 2 percent, 
April 3 percent, May 4 
percent.

TA K E  F U R T H E R 
NOTICE, that pursuant to 
the provisions of the law, 
the Tax Roll of the Town of 
Pine Plains will be returned 
to the County Treasurer of 
the County of Dutchess on 
the first day of June 2025.

Eileen Ciaburri
Tax Collector

Town of Pine Plains
01-23-25

 01-30-25

SUPPLEMENTAL 
SUMMONS

SUPREME COURT OF 
THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK C OUNT Y OF 
DUTCHESS

N E W R E Z  L L C 

D/B/A SHELLPOINT 
MORTGAGE SERVICING, 
P l a i n t i f f ,  - a g a i n s t - 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF 
PATRICIA R. ANZALONE, 
if living, and if he/she be 
dead, any and all persons 
unknown to plaintif f, 
claiming, or who may claim 
to have an interest in, or 
generally or specific lien 
upon the real property 
described in this action; 
such unknown persons 
being herein generally 
described and intended to 
be included in the following 
designation, namely: the 
wife, widow, husband, 
widower, heirs at law, next of 
kin, descendants, executors, 
administrators, devisees, 
legatees, creditors, trustees, 
committees, lienors, and 
assignees of such deceased, 
any and all persons deriving 
interest in or lien upon, or 
title to said real property 
by, through or under them, 
or either of them, and their 
respective wives, widows, 
husbands, widowers, heirs at 
law, next of kin, descendants, 
executors, administrators, 
devisees, legatees, creditors, 
t rustees ,  committees , 
lienors and assigns, all 
of  whom and whose 
names, except as stated, 
are unknown to plaintiff ; 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF REAGAN’S MILL 
H O M E O W N E R S 
ASSOCIATION, INC.; 
D I S C O V E R  B A N K ; 
LVNV FUNDING LLC; 
ANTHONY ANZALONE; 
ROSEMARIE ANZALONE, 
MICHAEL F. ANZALONE, 
III; UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA; THE PEOPLE 
OF THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK, Defendants. INDEX 
# 2022-51944 Original 
filed with Clerk July 6, 
2022 Plaintiff Designates 
Dutchess County as the Place 
of Trial. The Basis of Venue 
is that the subject action is 
situated in Dutchess County. 
Premises: 45 Riverdale Drive 
Wingdale, NY 12594. TO 
THE ABOVE-NAMED 
DEFENDANTS: YOU ARE 
HEREBY SUMMONED to 
answer the Complaint in 
this action and to serve a 
copy of your answer, or, if 
the Complaint is not served 
with this Summons, to serve 
a notice of appearance, on 
the Plaintiff ’s Attorney(s) 
within 20 days after the 
service of this Summons, 
exclusive of the day of 
service (or within 30 days 
after the service is complete 
if this Summons is not 
personally delivered to you 
within the State of New 
York); the United States 
of America may appear or 
answer within 60 day of 
service hereof; and in case 
of your failure to appear or 
answer, judgment will be 
taken against you by default 

for the relief demanded 
in the Complaint. Said 
Supplemental Summons 
and Amended Complaint 
are being filed pursuant 
to Court Order dated 
November 20, 2024.

STATEMENT OF THE 
NATURE OF ACTION 
AND RELIEF SOUGHT

This is an action to 
foreclose and mortgage 
dated March 22, 2016, 
executed by the Defendant, 
Patricia R. Anzalone, to 
Intercontinental Capital 
Group, Inc., to secure the 
sum of $289,682.00, which 
Mortgage was duly recorded 
in the Dutchess County 
Clerk’s Office on April 15, 
2016 as Instrument Number 
01-2016-2277. NOTICE 
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF 
LOSING YOUR HOME If 
you do not respond to this 
Summons and Complaint 
by serving a copy of the 
answer on the attorney for 
the mortgage company 
who filed this foreclosure 
proceeding against you and 
filing the answer with the 
court, a default judgment 
may be entered and you can 
lose your home. Speak to an 
attorney or go to the court 
where your case is pending 
for further information on 
how to answer the summons 
and protect your property. 
Sending a payment to your 
mortgage company will not 
stop this foreclosure action. 
YOU MUST RESPOND 
BY SERVING A COPY 
OF THE ANSWER ON 
THE ATTORNEY FOR 
THE PLAINTIFF NEWREZ 
LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT 
MORTGAGE SERVICING 
A N D  F I L I N G  T H E 
ANSWER WITH THE 
COURT. Dated: December 6, 
2024 Uniondale, New York. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pincus Law Group, PLLC. 
By: Linda P. Manfredi, Esq., 
Attorneys for Plaintiff, 425 
RXR Plaza Uniondale, NY 
11556, 516-699-8902

01-16-25
01-23-25
01-30-25
02-06-25

TOWN OF NORTH 
EAST, DUTCHESS 

COUNTY
NOTICE OF RECEIPT 

OF TAX BILLS AND 
WARRANT

TAKE NOTICE, that I, 
Elizabeth “ “Tilly” Strauss, 
the undersigned Collector of 
Taxes of the Town of North 
East, County of Dutchess 
and State of New York, 
have duly received the Tax 
Rolls and Warrant for the 
collection of property taxes 
within the Town of North 
East for fiscal year 2025. 
Collection of taxes will begin 
with the receipt of taxes 
through February 28, 2025 at 
the Town Hall, 19 N. Maple 

Ave, Millerton, New York, on 
the following days and times: 
Monday through Thursday 
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.; and 
FEBRUARY ONLY Fridays 
and Saturdays 9:00 a.m.- 
noon. Checks are to be made 
payable to “North East Tax 
Collector”.

TA K E  F U R T H E R 
NOTICE, that taxes may be 
paid on or before February 
28, 2025 without penalty. 
All taxes received after that 
date shall have an added 
interest of 2% for the month 
of March, 3% for the month 
of April, and 4% for the 
month of May. In addition, 
after May 15th, a fee of $2.00 
will be added for each parcel.

TA K E  F U R T H E R 
NOTICE, that after June 
1st, 2025 all unpaid taxes will 
be turned over to Dutchess 
County Commissioner of 
Finance, 22 Market Street, 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601. 
Dated: January 3, 2025.

 Elizabeth Strauss Town 
Clerk/North East

Tax Collector
01-16 -25
01-23-25

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

TOWN OF AMENIA
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that the Town Board 
of the Town of Amenia 
will conduct a PUBLIC 
HEARING on the 6th day 
of February, 2025, at 7:00PM 
at the Town Hall, Town of 
Amenia, 4988 Route 22, 
Amenia, New York 12501, 
at which time all parties 
in interest and citizens 
shall have an opportunity 
to offer comments and 
suggestions on the Town’s 
intended use of Community 
Development Block Grant 
Funds for calendar year 
2025. Following the Public 
Hearing, the Town intends 
to make application for 
Community Development 
Block Grant Funds pursuant 
to the Dutchess County 
Department of Planning and 
Development’s Community 
Development Block Grant 
Program.

All parties in interest 
and citizens shall have an 
opportunity to be heard 
upon said matter at such 
hearing. Dated: Amenia, 
New York January 16, 2025.

BY ORDER OF THE 
TOWN BOARD
DAWN MARIE 

KLINGNER,
TOWN CLERK

01-23-25

The deadline for legal notices is Friday 
at 4 p.m. for publication the following 
Thursday.

Notices can be emailed to
legals@lakevillejournal.com
or mailed to The Lakeville Journal,  
ATTN: Legal Notices, PO Box 1688, 
Lakeville, CT 06039

Go to millertonnews.com/legalnotices  
to view current and past legal notices.

New syringe production line up and running at BD

By DEBRA A. ALEKSINAS

Special to The Millerton News

NORTH CANAAN, Conn. 
— New production lines in-
stalled in 2024 at Becton, 
Dickinson and Company’s 
Connecticut and Nebraska 
plants are now pumping out 
critical medical devices — in-
cluding syringes, needles and 
IV catheters — to meet the 
needs of the nation’s health 
care system.

One syringe production 
line is already fully opera-
tional at the vaccine manu-
facturer’s 385,000 square foot 
North Canaan plant, with 
additional lines expected to 
start up in the coming months, 
the global medical technology 
firm announced on Jan. 15.

The new production lines 
will boost BD’s capacity for 
safety-engineered injection 
devices by more than 40% 
and conventional syringes 
by more than 50%, adding 
millions of units annually to 
support hospital procedures, 
vaccinations, medication 
preparation and drug deliv-
ery to patients, company of-
ficials said.

The Connecticut plant 
manufactures small-size sy-
ringes and syringe and needle 
combination products. Op-
erations take place around the 
clock and are sold in every re-
gion worldwide.

“Domestic manufactur-
ing is crucial for ensuring a 
resilient supply of essential 
healthcare devices,” said Eric 

Borin, president of Medica-
tion Delivery Solutions at BD.

 “By expanding our pro-
duction capacity, we are not 
only meeting the critical needs 

of patients and providers, but 
we also are reinforcing our 
commitment to the nation’s 
health care infrastructure,” 
Borin said.

To support this production, 
the vaccine manufacturer has 
hired more than 215 full-time 
employees at its facilities in 
Nebraska and Connecticut, 
with more than 145 of those 
jobs based in North Canaan, 
boosting that plant’s employee 
roster to more than 540. 

The North Canaan plant, 
which opened in 1961 with 
eight employees and a 25,000 
square foot facility, is North-
west Connecticut’s largest 
employer.

In 2024, the company in-
vested more than $10 million 
to expand its manufacturing 
capacity at its Connecticut 
and Nebraska facilities in re-
sponse to quality issues with 
plastic syringes imported 
from China which were un-

covered in late 2023 by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration.

In late November 2023, the 
FDA announced its probe into 
reports of quality issues with 
China-made plastic syringes 
not cleared by the FDA, and 
in August 2024 recommended 
that healthcare providers “use 
syringes not manufactured in 
China, if possible.”

At that time, Fallon 
McLoughlin, director of 
public relations and corpo-
rate communications for the 
Franklin Lakes, New Jersey-
based company, announced 
production lines and produc-
tion staff were being relocated 
to North Canaan from other 
BD plants as part of the ex-
pansion.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Becton, Dickson and Company’s North Canaan plant 

opened in 1961 with eight employees and a 25,000 square 

foot facility. Today the operation employs more than 540 

people and encompasses 385,000 square feet.
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Realtor® at Large
In my search to understand 
our countryside here in NW 
Connecticut more fully, I came 
upon a wonderful book written by 
Leila Philip entitled Beaver Land. 
Exhaustively researched, Leila 
details the history of beavers from 
pre-colonial times to present day 
and how important they are to 
restoring our ecosystems. I found 
her writing and observations 
compelling on how this animal 
creates their own ecosystem that 
improves water quality, reduces 
� ooding risk and creates habitat 
for a diversity of wildlife. Her � nal 
conclusion is that, much like the 
ancient Japanese art of Kintsugi, 
beavers serve to repair and restore 
a broken landscape. For more 
information, please visit: 
www.leilaphilip.com

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
O�  ce: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

but that’s not the only chal-
lenge emergency responders 
face because of spotty, slow 
service.

Hikers hitting the hills of-
ten travel through dead zones. 
The region’s rugged terrain 
— while scenic and inviting 
to hikers — hurts coverage. 
Hills block signals from dis-
tant towers, so if hikers have 
an accident in a remote area 
they may have trouble get-
ting in touch with emergency 
services. Howard said Ame-
nia’s rope crew will ask for 
coordinates, but sometimes 
the hiker can’t provide good 
information. “Then they’re 
hiking blind,” Howard said.

Cell phone tower con-
struction is slow in rural ar-
eas across the United States, 
but several key factors con-
tribute to subpar service in 
Northeast Dutchess County 
and the Litchfield Hills. Chief 
among them are the chal-
lenges presented by rugged, 
undeveloped land. Regions 
with lots of hills, few people 
and less power and telecom-
munications infrastructure 
are more difficult and costly 
to service than suburban or 
urban areas, according to a 
2019 New York Upstate Cel-
lular Coverage Task Force 
report. 

John Emra, AT&T’s At-
lantic region president, said 
cell towers require power and 
fiber optic connections, and 
many rural sites don’t already 
have that infrastructure. An-
other consideration is access. 
Towers can’t be too remote, 
otherwise emergency repairs 
are too difficult. However, 
they can’t be too close to large 
groups of people. Often, ser-
vice roads have to be built to 
sites on remote ridgelines and 
hilltops. All this drives up the 

cost of cell tower construc-
tion, and the 2019 cell cover-
age task force report says the 
higher cost disincentivizes 
rural investment. 

That report also cites local 
zoning codes as a potential 
hurdle for construction, but 
Emra said regulations don’t 
completely halt progress. In 
his 24 years with AT&T, he 
said rural communities have 
become increasingly open to 
cell tower construction and 
upgrades. Building codes in 
Northeast Dutchess County 
and the Litchfield Hills still 
present unique challenges 
for cell towers. Special at-
tention is paid to ridgelines 
and scenic views in the area, 
so tall towers on high hills 
are discouraged through lo-
cal laws. However, cell tow-
ers constructed in valleys 
or on the sides of ridges are 
less effective, covering much 
smaller areas because of the 
hills blocking the signal. 

“Even 10 years ago if you 
proposed a new site — par-
ticularly in Litchfield County, 
Connecticut — you would 
likely meet some fairly fierce 
community resistance,” Emra 
said. “I’ve seen the change 
where we now have com-
munities asking us to build.” 
He said AT&T recently fin-
ished a project at a site near 
Stanfordville, New York, and 
there’s a site near Salisbury, 
Connecticut, which should be 
online by the end of the year. 
Additionally, AT&T has built 
cell antennas across Dutchess 
County called “small cell 
nodes,” which are installed on 
utility poles but provide cov-
erage over shorter distances 
than a full-size tower. 

Representatives from Ve-
rizon did not respond to re-
quests for comment. 

Resident Judy Moran 
also opposed the proposal, 
although she would favor 
helping those who need it for 
medicinal use to find more 
convenient, safe access.

Before the meeting ended, 
councilmember Paul Winters 
defended the cannabis dis-
pensary proposal indicating 
no referendum was held on 
the Town Board’s 2022 opting 
out of the state regulations, 
and questioned whether a 
referendum should be held 
to opt in. He noted the town 
of Pine Plains has opted in to 
allow for dispensaries.

“Drugs will be here wheth-
er you regulate or not,” Win-
ters said, adding, “Society is 
changing.”

Councilmember Hamm 
said she would like to hear 
from the voters on the matter.

Term Limits

Councilmember Winters 
introduced two measures to 
effect a change in length of 
terms on the Town Board 
suggesting that the questions 

be voted on at referendum.
Under one proposal, the 

term of service for the Town 
Supervisor would change 
from two to four years, to 
equal the length of term of 
councilmembers. Under a 
second proposal, council-
members would be limited 
to four consecutive four-year 
terms, or a limit of 16 years.

Councilmember Hamm 
did not see a need for the lim-
its, recalling that a 2016 bal-
lot question proposing term 
limits was rejected by voters 
by a wide margin.

Town Supervisor Leo 
Blackman expressed his 
opinion that the idea of term 
limits seemed undemocratic, 
that voters make their deter-
minations when they vote.

Following discussion, the 
board agreed to allow voters 
at referendum to determine 
whether the Town Supervi-
sor’s term should be length-
ened from two to four years. 
The vote was 3 to 1, with 
Hamm voting in the negative.

‘Quad-demic’ of viral infections 

stokes rise in illness, medical 

intervention this winter season

By DEBRA A. 

ALEKSINAS

Special to The Millerton News

SHARON, Conn. — The 
expected trio of winter vi-
ruses have arrived — and 
they brought a new friend 
with them.

Post-holiday cases of 
influenza, COVID-19 and 
Respiratory Syncytial Vi-
rus — commonly known as 
RSV — have spiked in recent 
weeks, joined by widespread 
cases of norovirus, com-
monly known as the “stom-
ach bug.”

“Definitely we’re seeing 
plenty of all of them,” said 
Dr. Mark Marshall, Sharon 
Hospital’s vice president of 
medical affairs.

The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
reported on Friday, Jan. 17, 
that the amount of acute 
respiratory illness causing 
people to seek healthcare re-
mains high across the nation 
and in Connecticut.

“Emergency department 
visits related to COVID-19 
are elevated compared to fall 
and highest among young 
children and older adults,” 
according to a CDC report. 
“Visits for RSV are highest 
among young children, and 
visits for influenza remain el-
evated among all age groups.”

In recent weeks, Sharon 
Hospital has experienced a 
spike in Emergency Depart-
ment admissions for flu, RSV, 
COVID-19 and norovirus.

“I would say that the last 
few weeks, from mid- to 
late-December through the 
first week of January, were 
exceedingly busy with a large 
volume of patients in the 
emergency department and 
a large number of admissions 

to the hospital for respiratory 
or GI viruses,” Marshall said. 
“I think we may actually be 
on the downturn a little bit, 
but there was a period where 
we were seeing a ton of RSV 
and COVID and flu … and 
norovirus was hot.”

 He described norovirus 
as a gastrointestinal illness 
which causes severe vomiting 
and diarrhea. 
Older adults 
and very young 
children, he 
said, are par-
ticularly prone 
to serious de-
hydration. 

Unlike re-
spiratory viruses which 
spread via droplets, norovi-
rus is spread via contact, such 
as touching contaminated 
surfaces or eating contami-
nated food. 

The CDC reported that 
norovirus has been more 
common this season, with 
at least 495 outbreaks as of 
mid-December, about 36% 
higher than the previous 
year.

Severe year for flu

The CDC reported on Jan. 
15 that the number of week-
ly flu hospital admissions 
continues to rise across the 
country, and that in the last 
week, 20 children have died 
from influenza-associated 
conditions.

The CDC reported that 
18.8% of people who tested 
for influenza received posi-
tive results, pointing to an 
upward trend.

Of those who tested for 
COVID-19, 6.6% received 
positive test results, which 
the CDC described as a “sta-
ble” trend.

Meanwhile, the test 
positivity rate for RSV has 

slowed, with 8.9% of those 
tested receiving positive re-
sults.

Overall, the amount of 
flu and COVID-19 currently 
circulating in much of the na-
tion, including Connecticut, 
is in the “high” category, the 
CDC reported last week.

Which virus do I have?

So how do you know 

which respiratory virus ral-
lied your immune system?

Sharon Hospital’s Mar-
shall noted that symptoms 
for the “big three” — flu, RSV 
and COVID-19 — are similar, 
as are their courses of infec-
tion and complications.

The only way to posi-
tively determine which bug 
has invaded your cells is to 
get tested.

“If you are ill and seek 
treatment, you can test for 
these viruses individually or 
there is even a single swab 
test for flu, RSV and COVID,” 
he said. “Both the updated in-
fluenza and COVID vaccines 
are recommended, and it’s 
not too late for a flu vaccine.”

Flu, COVID-19 and RSV 
are all more dangerous to 
older adults and very young 
children, along with people 
with chronic illnesses and 
co-morbidities, including 
those who are immunocom-
promised, noted the Sharon 
Hospital physician.

Vaccines, he said, have 
been shown to reduce ICU 
admissions by 25%, and 
deaths by 30%. “And even if 

people who get the vaccine 
still get COVID, it reduces 
their risk of severe disease.”

Health officials’ recom-
mended treatment for most 
of these infections includes 
resting, staying home when 
sick, getting adequate nutri-
tion, washing your hands 
and drinking plenty of flu-
ids. The CDC recommends 

that people in 
the community 
with COVID-19, 
influenza or RSV 
should remain 
home until fe-
ver free for 24 
hours without 
the use of fever-

reducing medications and 
symptoms are improving.

Marshall also noted that 
there are several antiviral 
treatments available for at-
risk people, including Pax-
lovid for COVID-19 and 
Tamiflu for influenza.

HMPV threat?

In recent weeks reports 
of a wave of hospitalizations 
from another respiratory ill-
ness known as human meta-
pneumovirus, or HMPV, 
which is sweeping across 
China, has stoked fears of a 
new global pandemic. 

The virus causes symp-
toms similar to COVID-19, 
including fever, persistent 
cough and congestion — 
and in severe cases leads to 
pneumonia.

Marshall noted that 
HMPV has been around for 
years and most people en-
counter this virus in child-
hood. At this time, he said, 
he does not see it as an im-
minent threat.

“I don’t believe what is 
happening in China repre-
sents the early signs of a new 
pandemic.”

“There was a period of time when we were 
seeing a ton of RSV, COVID and flu come in 
and norovirus was hot.” 

— Dr. Mark Marshall, vice president  
of medical affairs, Sharon Hospital
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Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
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'Gather' at Troutbeck

Mad Rose opens 
‘Assembled’ 
exhibition
Mad Rose Gal-

lery’s “Assem-
bled” exhibi-

tion opened Saturday, 
Jan. 18, with a public 
reception.

The eclectic exhibi-
tion — on view until 
March 2 at the gallery 
on the intersection of 
Routes 22 and 44 in 
Millerton — gathers 
together work from a 
group of diverse artists 
with decades of experi-
ence between them. The 
exhibition itself is true 

to the name, featuring 
photographs, sculptures, 
drawings and mixed me-
dia works in all shapes 
and sizes. 

The collected works 
include the photographs 
of Arhtur Hillman, Bruce 
Panock and Mad Rose’s 
gallery director Michael 
Lavin Flower; drawings 
and mixed media works 

Hosted by Jason 
Klein and Sascha 
Lewis, an ongo-

ing series called “Gather” 
at Troutbeck in Amenia 
brings together a curious 
crowd of local entrepre-
neurs, artists, and others 
with a story to tell for an 
intimate midday chat. 
On Thursday, Jan. 16, 
floral designer Romane 
Recalde, owner of the 
newly opened Le Jardin 
in Amenia, took cen-
ter stage to share her 
journey from modeling 
in Miami to cultivating 
flowers in the Hudson 
Valley. Gather is a place 
to share stories, swap 
advice, and celebrate 
some of the unique busi-
nesses that make our 
area vibrant — all with 
a delicious lunch on the 
side. The gatherings are 
unconventional in the 
best way, with no agenda 
beyond good conver-
sation and community 
building.

Recalde’s story isn’t 
just about creating a 
flower shop; it’s about a 
complete reinvention of 
self. “I hated Miami so 
much,” said the French-
born Recalde, recalling 
her time in Florida be-
fore moving to New York. 
She worked as a model 
in New York, and even-
tually met her husband, 
James. Their pandemic 
escape to Turks and 
Caicos turned into a 
six-month stay, which in 
turn led them to Mill-
brook and finally to their 
home in Amenia, where 
Recalde’s connection to 
nature blossomed.

 “We had all this land 
for the first time,” said 
Recalde, who started 
with a vegetable garden. 
“I had absolutely no idea 
what I was doing, but I 
did some research and 
found information about 
planting flowers to bring 
in pollinators. When I 
saw flowers bloom in my 
garden I was like, ‘Oh my 
God! This is what a flow-
er is supposed to look 
like,’ laughed Recalde. “I 
became obsessed, and 
I knew the next year I 
wanted a flower farm.” 
In the spring, she began 
planting. “I signed up 
for the farmer’s market 
in Millerton and I didn’t 
even know if I would 
have flowers to sell. But I 
did! I figured it out.”

Recalde’s trajectory 
from hobbyist to busi-
ness owner has come 
with its fair share of 
challenges, not least 
of which is the perish-
able nature of flowers. 
“Winter is definitely 
harder,” said Recalde, 
explaining how she 
imports flowers during 
the colder months while 

also nurturing seeds in a 
neighbor’s greenhouse. 
Despite these hurdles, 
the most rewarding part 
for her has been seeing 
the impact her flowers 
have on people. “It’s 
amazing to hear people 
say, ‘You don’t know 
how much this meant to 
me,’” she said, reflecting 
on the joy of seeing her 
arrangements in clients’ 
homes and weddings.

Klein, a board mem-
ber of the Wassaic 
Project, co-founder of 
software development 
company ListenFirst, 
and a self-professed 
connector of creative 
minds, underscored the 
value of these conversa-
tions. “People here are 
doing such interesting 
things,” he said. “It’s a 
little funky because it’s 
in the middle of the day, 
so it definitely appeals to 
folks with weird sched-
ules — usually people 
who are business owners 
or self-employed.” He’s 
hosted about five of 
these Gather sessions 
which have grown in 
attendance; this month’s 
event was sold out. “It’s a 
nice way to put a spot-
light on something that’s 
exciting that might be 
hidden away,” he said, 
noting how the Gather 
series has allowed him to 
bring together a range of 
people — from business 
owners like Will Schenk, 

PHOTOS BY NATALIA ZUKERMAN

Romane Recalde and Jason Klein at Gather

ART:  NATHAN MILLER

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

Mad Rose Gallery director Michael Flowers 
contributed to the gallery's "Assembled" exhibit 
with a series of collaged landscape photographs

LIFESTYLE: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

owner of the Cornwall 
Market who’s starting a 
chocolate business, to 
local political figures like 
Justin Potter. 

Questions from at-
tendees included how to 
juggle time and sched-
ules as a business owner 
and how to deal with 
the seemingly shifting 
world of marketing and 
self-promotion. “Word of 
mouth has been amaz-
ing,” Recalde said as she 
shared that it’s been the 
community’s enthusiasm 
that has helped her new 
business take off. “Hon-
estly, everybody has been 
so supportive and help-
ful,” she added, citing 
both Instagram and local 
chatter as key drivers in 
her success.

During the event, 
Eliot Wadsworth from 
White Flower Farm 

spoke briefly about 
continuing his family’s 
legacy, a perfect comple-
ment to the conversation 
about sustainability and 
the challenges of build-
ing a business in a small 
town.

Lauren Kemner, 
Troutbeck’s culture and 
commerce manager, 
said, “We love inviting 
people to Troutbeck, 
letting folks know that 
we’re open to the public. 
This program is such a 
great way to build com-
munity.”

Continued on next page



The fragile bonds of family:  
a review of Betsy Lerner’s 'Shred Sisters'

BOOKS: LAURIE FENDRICH

Betsy Lerner’s 
'Shred Sisters' is 
written with such 

verve and poetic imag-
ination that it’s hard to 
fathom how it could be 
the author’s first nov-
el. Ms. Lerner, 64, has 
worked for three decades 
as a literary agent, editor, 
and non-fiction writer, 
but at some point during 
the Covid pandemic — 
without any forethought 
— she sat down and 
typed out the first line 
of the novel exactly as it 
now appears in the book, 
and then completed it 
without telling anyone 
what she was up to.

The novel takes place 
over twenty years — from 
the 1970s into the ’90s — 
and is a kind of guide for 
that era. It reads like a 
memoir accompanied by 
some bouncy dialogue, 
but is actually a work of 
what’s called autofiction 
in which Lerner mixes 
her own experiences — 
including her own strug-
gle with mental illness 
— with things she simply 
makes up. The fictional 
narrator is Amy Shred, 
the younger of two sisters 

... Mad Rose Continued from previous page
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of Karen Dolmanisth and 
Emily Rutgers Fuller; 
and Kim Saul’s kitchen 
cabinet shadow-box 
scultpures. 

The  works share a 
common transience de-
spite their many differ-
ences. Arthur Hillman’s 
large-scale photographic 
prints feature otherwise 
still flower beds streaked 
by camera movement. 
Kim Saul’s colorful 
kitchen cabinets evoke 
mystical alchemy, the art 
of change whose practi-
tioners sought to trans-
form lead into gold. Mi-
chael Flowers’s collaged 
panoramas present 
fragmented, overlapping 
landscapes featuring 
conflicting winds and 
double images. 

All the works featured 
in the exhibition are for 

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

sale. Mad Rose Gallery is 
open for visitors Thurs-
day through Sunday 

from noon to 5 p.m. and 
Saturdays from noon to 
6 p.m.

Brenda Butler, right, and Ilene Spiewak admired 
Karen Dolmanisth's pieces at Mad Rose Gallery 
for the opening reception of "Assembled" on 
Saturday, Jan. 18, at the gallery on Main Street 
in downtown Millerton.

in an upper-middle-class, 
secular Jewish family liv-
ing in the suburbs of New 
Haven, Connecticut. 

What begins as the 
older sister Ollie’s impul-
siveness, rebelliousness 
and unpredictable out-
bursts expands logarith-
mically in intensity and 
severity until she reaches 
her teens and starts 
disappearing from home 
for long stretches of time. 
Soon she falls into that 
special circle of Hell re-
served for the mentally ill 
— drugs, sleeping on the 
street, random hookups, 
sex work, petty thiev-
ery and grand larceny. 
Because her parents can 
afford it, she spends long 
periods of time in a pri-
vate psychiatric hospital, 
but to no avail. 

Ollie’s mental illness 
leads to multiple chaotic 
events within the Shred 
family, all narrated by 
Amy, who simultaneously 
loves, loathes, and fears 
her sister. At times, Amy 
reveals herself to be al-
most as self-centered and 
self-deluded as Ollie. Yet 
Lerner brings empathy to 
all her characters’ plights, 

and never romanticizes 
or medicalizes Ollie’s 
life. My only quibble in 
the author’s otherwise 
superb wordsmanship is 
with her overuse of simi-
les. Hers are individually 
imaginative and pow-
erful, sometimes even 
brilliant — e.g., “…his 

arm hooking me like the 
long cane in a vaudeville 
act,” or “the magnolias 
now in full plumage like 
fat ostriches” — but with 
so many of them, their 
impact is weakened.  

On Amy’s account, 
she and Ollie couldn’t be 
more different. Ollie is 

the beautiful, charming 
child who grows into a 
beautiful adult who uses 
that beauty and charm to 
manipulate her parents, 
strangers, lovers, doctors, 
the police and even, on 
occasion, her sister. Amy, 
on the other hand, is de-
cidedly not beautiful. But 
her intelligence, passion 
for science and inner 
drive to excel propel her 
forward — to college and 
then a fellowship in a 
science lab. It’s then that 
she meets the first love 
of her life, who turns out 
to be almost as messed 
up and exploitative as 
her sister. Eventually, 
Amy pivots away from 
science — as well as her 
first love — and lands a 
job in publishing, while 
Ollie moves about among 
various lovers, erratically 
showing up only when 
she needs something. 

 In a virtual talk with 
the author sponsored by 

Hotchkiss Library of Sha-
ron, in collaboration with 
Essex Library Associa-
tion and Darien Library 
on Thursday, Jan. 16, 
Ms. Lerner said, “Shred 
Sisters is a coming-of-age 
novel that took me about 
45 years to write.” It’s also 
a compassionate and 
compelling story about 
the complex nature of 
sisterly love in the face 
of the terrorizing nature 
of mental illness. At first 
glance, it might seem its 
appeal is only to women, 
but anyone will find it 
translates into a story 
about sibling relation-
ships in general, as well 
as the exhaustion that 
comes with living in any 
fragile family. 

Laurie Fendrich is an 
abstract painter, professor 
emerita at Hofstra Univer-
sity and vice-president of 
American Abstract Artists. 
She lives in Lakeville. 
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Art in process: 
Wassaic Project 
open studios

Lazy, hazy days of...winter?

The Wassaic 
Project will host 
open studios on 

Saturday, Jan. 25, from 1 
to 3 p.m. The participat-
ing artists are: LaTonia 
Allen, Jayden Ashley, 
Arden Carlon, Ricardo 
Galvan, Erin Goodine, 
Diana Guerra, Hyunjin 
Park and Kanthy Peng. 
For art lovers, it’s an 
opportunity to view 
work in progress and 
ask questions of the 
creators and for the 
artists, it’s a chance to 
make connections and 
possibly even gain new 
insights into their work.

Allen, a New York 
based multidisciplinary 
artist, is a 2025 recipient 
of the Wassaic Projects 
Family Residency. Of the 
open studios experience 
she said, “Welcoming 
people in can be a bit 
nerve wracking at times, 
but afterwards, I always 
find myself feeling bet-
ter. Oftentimes, I have a 
different perspective to 
think about or another 
way to approach the 
subject matter to con-
sider.” 

Working in various 
media, Allen’s work 
investigates the defini-
tion of Black self-libera-
tion.  “Through portrai-
ture and figuration, my 
work engages through 
the washes of oil paint 
and charcoal to explore 
emotions, employing 
symbolism related to 
the passage of time and 
trauma, personified 
through skin tone and 
Black hair,” said Allen. 
“I don’t know that the 
open studios help me 
view my work different-
ly. I think as an artist, 
sometimes you have 
to be able to decipher 
through the multitude 
of opinions, good or 
bad, and maintain trust 
in yourself and your 
process.”

When syndicat-
ed columnists 
run out of 

ideas they do one of two 
things.

First they collect the 
last couple year’s worth 
of columns and call it 
a book. These are pub-
lished to great acclaim 
from other syndicated 
columnists and show up 
in due course in gigantic, 
ziggurat-shaped mounds 
at Costco for $4.98 a pop.

We’re working on that 
one.

The other standby 
is this right here: The 
“Things That Caught My 
Eye Recently” column.

Item: How’s the fish-
ing?

Lousy. As I peck this 
out on the Chromebook 
with the sticky “s” key, 
the latest wild guess 
from the weather people 
says we’re going to get 
the first proper snow-
storm of the winter start-
ing tomorrow — Sunday, 
Jan. 19.

If that happens as 
predicted then the fol-
lowing advice will have 
to include the phrase “be 
prepared for snowdrifts.”

If I was going to drop a 
line somewhere, I would 
go first to the West 
Branch of the Farming-
ton, probably in the two 
miles or so downstream 
of the Goodwin dam.

The same water that 
keeps the river cool in 
the summer works in the 
opposite direction in the 
winter. You’ll find more 
clear, ice and slush-free 
water here than any-
where else.

Downstream from 
where the Swift River en-
ters at Riverton you will 
almost certainly encoun-
ter ice and slush. The 
latter will clear out on a 
sunny day but the shelf 
ice won’t. Do not walk on 
the shelf ice. It isn’t safe, 
period, and an unsched-
uled bath in January is 
absolutely no fun at all.

If that’s not appealing, 
then I would try a little 
blue line. The warning 
about shelf ice applies 
here too. Because the 
brush is down, you can 
forget the little rod and 
deploy a nine-footer. 
You’ll need the extra 
length to flip your flies 
into the clear channel of 
water between the ice 
floes without messing 

South Korean born 
Park is also part of 
Wassaic’s Artist in 
Residence program. 
Her work explores the 
intimate relationship 
between human and 
non-human entities, the 
intersections between 
animals, machines and 
technology. At the open 
studios, she plans to 
share sketches from an 
ongoing video project, 
highlighting how she 
merges animated draw-
ings with video footage.

 “I believe art is born 
through the dialogues 
and interactions be-
tween artists, artworks 
and viewers,” said Park. 
Of the open studios, she 
shared, “This experience 
offers an opportunity 
not only to share my 
finished pieces but also 
to open up about the 
thought processes and 
materials behind my 
practice, hopefully fos-
tering a deeper under-
standing of my work.

Of the Artist in Res-
idence program, Park 
said, “It’s been such 
a warm and heartfelt 
experience, and I think 
part of that comes 
from the fact that the 
directors and staff at 
the Wassaic Project are 
also artists themselves. 
This gives them a deep 
understanding of the 
community and an 
intuitive sense of what 
artists need during this 
winter residency.”

The upcoming 
open studios promise 
a unique chance to 
witness creativity in mo-
tion, fostering meaning-
ful connections between 
artists and those who 
get to experience their 
work.

The Wassaic Project 
is located at 37 Furnace 
Bank Road in Wassaic. 
For more info, visit: 
www.wassaicproject.org
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A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro  

An ASE Certifi ed Technician

NAME _________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ___________________________________________   ZIP CODE _________

TELEPHONE ________________    EMAIL_____________________________________

In support of our local Paper, enclosed please find my check/money order  
in the amount of $ _________ , made payable to LJMN Media.

We operate as a 501 (c)(3); donations are tax deductible.

Why support local news?
Local Matters

The Lakeville Journal    The Millerton News

Scan to donate online.

Since becoming a nonprofit, what’s kept The Lakeville Journal  
and The Millerton News going are the thousands of loyal readers and 
advertisers who value both publications as the most reliable sources  

of information in our area, and the generous donations 
 from people like you and your neighbors.

Here’s what your neighbors are saying about why 
they value The Lakeville Journal & The Millerton News

Please consider donating today.   
 Visit lakevillejournal.com/donate or millertonnews.com/donate,  
or mail a check to The Lakeville Journal & The Millerton News, 

64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031.

We get it 
every week.  It 

keeps me in 
the loop about 
what is going 
on up here.  I 
would never 
not have it.

JIMMY 
AYOUB

“I’ve been reading The Millerton 
News since we moved here 60 
years ago. I check all the latest 
school board news and other 
local government meetings. The 
paper is important for accountability of 
government and how they spend our money.”
JULIE SCHROEDER

“I love 
The 
Lakeville 
Journal 
because it tells you 
what happened in 
town last week and 
all the wonderful 
things going on.”
PAT JENNY

“I read The Millerton News to help stay 
connected to the community because that is 
the role of local journalism to make people 
aware of resources and wonderful things in 
their neck of the woods.  That’s the number 
one thing that a newspaper should be doing. 
I think it’s important that people have a stake in where they 
live and have a passion for it. And to build that you need to 
have someone exploring for them because we can’t go out 
individually and interview everyone  that a newspaper can.”
DICK HERMANS

“It’s a balanced way 
at looking at events 
and I like the caliber 
of the reporters.  It’s 

very important to 
the community.”

REV. DOUGLAS 
GRANDGEORGE

“I’ve been reading it for 48 years.   
Great news coverage, great editorials.”

DICK CASSIN

“I love The Lakeville Journal because it 
holds our whole community together.”

ALEXANDRA PETERS

“I like The Millerton News 
and The Lakeville Journal 

because I’m  a great supporter 
of non-profit news and that’s 

the way to go from here on out.  
I read everything in the paper.”

FRANK FITZMAURICE

ART: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

This small stream is fishable, despite the wintry 
conditions. It probably won't be a pleasant or 
productive experience, but it can be done.

with the shelf ice along 
the banks.

For the Farm, try junk 
flies first: squirmies, 
mops, eggs and so forth. 
If nobody salutes try big 
stonefly nymphs. If that’s 
a bust, Wooly Bugger ‘em.

And if that fails to 
click, go home already. 
It’s freezing out.

On the little stream, 
big, high-floating dries 
like Stimulators, Para-
chute Adamses and 
Chubby Chernobyls 
are the way to go. Try 
adding a short, 12 inch, 
dropper with a kebari or 
soft-hackle wet fly. 

Item: Should I be 
monitoring the winter 
clearance sales?

Yes you should. This is 
the time to pick up things 
like discontinued models 
of wading boots at con-
siderable savings.  There 
is nothing worse than 
having a set of boots fall 
apart and having to pay 
top dollar for replace-
ments. Extra worseness 
for paying for overnight 
freight.

However, this is not 
necessarily the time 
to buy new flies unless 
you have carefully and 
methodically cleaned out 
and organized your fly 

boxes so you know exact-
ly what you need.

My fly boxes are, for 
the most part, still in 
the car. So I am resisting 
the lure of stocking up 
on size 6 Double-Gilled 
Wampus Busters.

Item: Is it dangerous 
to fish in cold weather?

Yes. It’s also mostly 
unpleasant and unpro-
ductive. The pain and 
misery can be mitigated 
by dressing in wicking 
layers and getting out of 
the water when you can’t 
feel your feet.

But catching a decent 
fish in the winter makes 

for a good story, in which 
the size of the fish is in 
inverse proportion to the 
air temperature. In other 
words, the colder it is, 
the bigger your fish gets 
in the retelling.

Finally, I note that the 
great angling writer John 
Gierach died recently.

Spend a little time 
with one of his books and 
you’ll realize that while 
any idiot can string a few 
jokes together with some 
basic fishing informa-
tion — ahem — very few 
can do it in such a way to 
make the story about life, 
not fishing.

Tangled 
lines
PaTrick L. 
sullivan

www.facebook.com/thelakevillejournal



TRI-CORNER CALENDAR
Items are printed as space permits. Submit calendar items to editor@lakevillejournal.com

 JANUARY 23
Property Records 101: 

Researching Your 
Home's History 
with Salisbury Town 
Selectman Katherine 
Keifer
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

It can take some 
sleuthing to trace 
property history. Join 
us on Thursday, Jan. 
23, 10 to 11 a.m., to 
learn how to research 
your home’s ownership 
history and other 
property information. 
After an introduction 
at the library, we’ll visit 
the Town Hall’s records 
room. To register and 
learn more, please 
visit the event page: 
scovillelibrary.libcal.com/
event/13680437

 JANUARY 24
Lunch and Learn at 

Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon
Hotchkiss Library of Sharon, 10 
Upper Main St., Sharon, Conn. 
hotchkisslibrary.org

Join us on the second and 
fourth Fridays of every 
month for a nutritious 
lunch and a variety 
of activities including 
movies, chair yoga, 
Qigong, crafts, Scrabble, 
cards, and more! The 
program runs through 
September 2025, with 
activities changing each 
session. Pre-registration 
required; limited to 12 
participants per session.

Register for January 24: 
hotchkisslibrary.libcal.
com/event/13742094

For more info, call 
(860) 364-5041 or visit 
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.
org.

 JANUARY 25
Emerging Artists: Home 

Sweet Home
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

From Jan. 17 through 
Feb. 7, the David M. Hunt 
Library in Falls Village 
will host “Home Sweet 
Home,” an exhibition 
of cigar box art by the 
students at Lee H. Kellogg 
School.  Madeleine Stern, 
Kellogg School’s Art 
Instructor received one 
cigar box for each student 
at the school from David 
M. Hunt Library’s ArtWall 
program and set up 
workshops for each grade 
level to explore the theme 
of “home.” There will be a 
reception for the public 
and parents of the artists 
on Saturday Jan. 25 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Local Trivia Night
Center on Main, 103 Main St., 
Falls Village, Conn.

The David M. Hunt 
Library and the Falls 
Village/Canaan Historical 
Society are partnering 
for an evening of local 
trivia at the Center on 
Main on Saturday, Jan. 25 
from 5 to 7 p.m. $5 per 
person to play, BYO food 
and drinks. All ages are 
welcome. Come test your 
knowledge about Falls 
Village. the Northwest 
Corner and Connecticut!

Wassaic Project Open 
Studios
Maxon Mills, 37 Furnace Bank 
Rd, Wassaic, N.Y.

On Saturday, Jan. 25, from 
3 to 5 p.m., meet artists: 
LaTonia Allen, Jayden 
Ashley, Arden Carlson, 
Ricardo Galvan, Erin 
Goodine, Diana Guerra, 
Hyunjin Park, and Kanthy 
Peng.

Chili Cook-Off
Copake Grange, 628 Empire 
Road, Copake, N.Y.

Spice it up! And stay 
warm at our chili cook-off 
night at Copake Grange 
on Saturday, Jan. 25 
(Snow date Sat., Feb. 1) 5 
to 7 p.m. There will be a 
delicious variety of chili 
dishes, from vegetarian 
to venison, with all the 
toppings. Take a taste of 
each one, vote on your 
favorite and see who wins 
prizes. Best of all, dinner 
is already made! Purchase 
chili to eat in or take out. 
A festive, filling evening!

A delicious variety — 
from vegetarian to 
venison. Taste each, vote 
for your favorite, a festive 
filling evening! Free entry. 
All chili for sale. Eat in, 
take-out. For more info or 
to enter your chili, go to 
www.copakegrange.org/
event

 JANUARY 26
Babysitter Certification 

Program
Kent Memorial Library, 32 
North Main St., Kent, Conn. 
kentmemoriallibrary.org

Kent Memorial Library 
is offering a certified 
babysitter training 
program, Safe Sitter®, 
for teens & tweens in 
grades 6 and above. The 
class lasts all day, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday, 
Jan. 26. The cost of the 
class is $30, to cover 
the take-home course 
manual. The course 
covers basic first aid, 
emergency preparedness, 
choking rescue skills, 
business and life skills, 
child development 
and care. Space is 
limited, registration is 
required. Please email 
kmljuniorroom@biblio.
org to register.

Jammin' at the Grange
Copake Grange, 628 Empire 
Road, Copake, N.Y.

On Jan. 26 from 4 to 6 
p.m., join us for "Jammin' 
at the Grange": Everyone 
is welcome to join in 
for a session of creative 
music making! Join 
the jam or just join 
the fun. For more info 
contact Lenny Barham 
at lennybarham@gmail.
com.

Visit copakegrange.org/
events for additional 
details.

Spoon Carving at 
Troutbeck
Troutbeck, 515 Leedsville 
Road, Amenia, N.Y.

From 1 to 4 p.m., $120 
(payable to Cottage 
Courses)

Join Cottage Courses for 
an intro to spoon carving. 
Using hand tools, you'll 
shape a spoon from a pre-
cut blank and leave with a 
unique, finished piece. No 
experience needed.

Led by Abby Mechanic, 
educator and maker 
with a background in 
woodworking and craft.

 JANUARY 28
Tapping Into Wellbeing: 

4-Week Series
Troutbeck, 515 Leedsville 
Road, Amenia, N.Y.

Tuesdays, Jan. 28 through 
Feb. 18, from 5:30 to 7 
p.m., $45 for Members, 
$50 for Hotel/Public 
Guests

Join this transformative 
4-week series at 
Troutbeck, blending EFT 
tapping, meditation, and 
breathwork. Each week 
focuses on a different 
theme:

Jan 28: Trust

Feb 4: Loving the Body

Feb 11: Feeling Abundant

Feb 18: General 
Happiness

Led by Mirjam Paninski of 
the Open Consciousness 
Institute, these sessions 
help recondition your 
mind and body for lasting 
change and inner peace. 
Open to all.

 JANUARY 29
Understanding 

Alzheimer’s & Dementia
Online.

On Wednesday, Jan. 29, 
at 7 p.m., there will be a 

talk on Alzheimer's and 
Dementia virtually via 
Zoom. The program is 
hosted by the Sharon 
Historical Society 
and Museum and the 
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon.

Alzheimer’s is not 
normal aging. It’s a 
disease of the brain that 
causes problems with 
memory, thinking and 
behavior. Join us to learn 
about the difference 
between Alzheimer’s and 
dementia, risk factors, 
and evolving research and 
treatments.

Registration is required, 
do so by emailing 
director@sharonhist.org

 JANUARY 30
The White Hart Speaker 

Series: Janice Kaplan
The White Hart Inn, 15 
Undermountain Road, 
Salisbury, Conn.

The White Hart Speaker 
series continues with 
"WHAT YOUR BODY 
KNOWS ABOUT 
HAPPINESS: How to Use 
Your Body to Change Your 
Mind" by Janice Kaplan in 
conversation with Karen 
Duffy on Thursday, Jan. 30 
and 6:30 p.m.

Tickets: $15 (includes a 
complimentary beverage 
and $5 voucher for book 
purchase)

Presented by Oblong 
Books, The White Hart 
Inn, & Scoville Memorial 
Library.

 JANUARY 31
Lunar New Year 

Celebration
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

It's the Year of the Snake! 
Join the David M. Hunt 
Library to learn about 
Lunar New Year, a special 
celebration in many parts 
of the world that marks 
the new year, at our Lunar 
New Year Celebration 
on Friday, Jan. 31 at 3:30 
p.m.! We'll enjoy treats, 
stories, and crafts as we 
learn about this treasured 
holiday.

 FEBRUARY 1
Live Music + Open Mic

Twelve Moons Coffee House, 
The Center on Main, 103 Main 
St., Falls Village, Conn.

Twelve Moons Coffee 
House offers live music, 
poetry readings and 
storytelling on the 1st 
Saturday of each month. 
Saturday, Feb. 1, will 
feature David Ray as the 
Featured Artist. A former 
New York City cab driver, 
bartender, bouncer, and 
actor, David Ray’s award-
winning songs have been 
described as “cinematic.”  
Doors open at 6 p.m. with 
open mic performances 
beginning at 6:30. Ray 
will play from 8 to 9 p.m. 
Guests are welcome to 
bring their own dinner 
and beverage or enjoy 
coffee/tea and fresh 
baked goods provided by 
the venue.

Kitten Story Time/ Take 
Your Child to the Library 
Day
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

Celebrate Take Your Child 
to the Library Day at the 
David M. Hunt Library 
on Saturday, Feb. 1 at 
10:30 a.m. with Kitten 
Story Time! Learn more 
about cat fostering and 
animal rescue through 
this special story time 
while meeting some of 
Sophia L'Orange's rescue 
kittens! Snacks and crafts 
to follow.

2025 Winter Benefit: Le 
Bal Éclipse
Troutbeck, 515 Leedsville 
Road, Amenia, N.Y.

There will be a benefit for 
the Wassaic Art Project 
on Saturday, Feb. 1. The 
benefit is from 6 to 8 p.m. 
and the afterparty is 8 to 
11 p.m.

Join us for a black-and-
white ball in the style 
of Paris 1968, honoring 
philanthropist Robert 
Wilder and artist Taha 
Clayton. The evening 
includes exclusive 
artworks, an auction, and 
the unveiling of Clayton's 
new object edition. The 
afterparty begins at 8 PM, 
transforming the night 
with sound, light, and 
liberation. Admission to 
the afterparty is included 
with the benefit ticket.
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
  1. “Loser” rocker
  5. Partner to relaxation
  9. Mixing
 11. Winged nut
 13. Expression of blame
 15. Vast ocean
 16. Comedienne 

Gasteyer
 17. Multiply
 19. Meat from a pig 

(French)
 21. Related
 22. Rocker Stewart
 23. Surprise completely
 25. Loon
 26. Canister
 27. Large, deep-bodied 

� sh
 29. Takes forcefully
 31. Oil cartel
 33. Palmer and 

Hepburn are two
 34. More than one
 36. Places down 

purposefully
 38. Pitching statistic
 39. Type of sword
 41. Witnesses
 43. Body part
 44. Mixes slowly
 46. Satisfy
 48. Strong belief
 52. One’s physique 

(slang)
 53. More frightening
 54. Soup cracker
 56. Teaches
 57. One who carries 

something
 58. Actor Sean
 59. Changes

CLUES DOWN
  1. __ Aires, city
  2. Coarse grass
  3. Type of gene
  4. Door handle
  5. Competition
  6. Muslim ruler title
  7. Hunting expeditions
  8. Large mollusk
  9. Bind securely
 10. Former U.S. 

presidential candidate
 11. 2-point plays in 

football

 12. Breezed through
 14. Type setting
 15. Felt for
 18. Codi� ed rules
 20. Small dome
 24. Chevrotain
 26. Male reproductive 

gland
 28. Controversial beliefs
 30. Z Z Z
 32. One who con� nes 

another
 34. Bishop
 35. Garlands
 37. Bird that � ies by the 

coast
 38. Optical device
 40. Greek goddess of 

discord
 42. Some are “Rolling”
 43. Formerly (archaic)

Jan. 16 Solution

Jan. 16 Solution

Sudoku

 45. � rust a knife into
 47. German river
 49. Atomic #26
 50. Make a grotesque 

face
 51. Primordial matter of 

the universe
 55. Chinese 

philosophical 
principle

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.
Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.

Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 
Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

1. Twist a rag to expel liquid

2. Automated machine

4. Renewable energy option

5. Cold as ice

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

3. Reef ecosystem foundation

Last week’s WotW

A           P            P           L           E

R           E            A           D           Y

W          A           D           E            R

T           R            E            A           D

D           R            E            A          M
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OUR TOWNS

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.Real Estate

Email ads to classified@lakevillejournal.com

To view all the news 
and Classifieds from 
The Lakeville Journal 

and The Millerton 
News each week, go to 

our websites at  
lakevillejournal.com 
and millertonnews.

com

HELP WANTED
CARPENTER’S HELPER: 

needed for local renovation/
new construction business 
specializing in all phases of 
construction. Full-time. Pay 
to commensurate with ex-
perience. Must be depend-
able with reliable transpor-
tation. Good references a 
must. Call 860-309-5290.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

CARPENTER AND TILE SET-
TER: now offering handy-
man services. Over 35 years 
experience. 413-229-0260 
or email at tylerhomeprop@
yahoo.com.

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 
House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

REGISTERED NURSE: Avail-
able for private duty: Are you 
struggling with caring for 
aging parents and trying to 
balance home life? I have de-
cades of experience in geri-
atrics and end of life care. 
Excellent references upon 
request. 860-318-6769.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

LAMP REPAIR AND REWIR-
ING: Serving the Northwest 
Corner. 413-717-2494.

ML LANDSCAPE & CON-
STRUCTION: Offers new 
construction and renova-
tions as well as hardscapes, 
lawn and patio services 
throughout northwest Con-
necticut and The Berkshires. 
Located locally In Salisbury. 
413-717-2054 (Michael).

ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTIBLES

MID CENTURY FURNITURE 
WANTED:1950’s-1970’s 
designer modern furni-
ture and lighting. Danish, 
French, Italian and Amer-
ican design. Eames, Knoll, 
Herman Miller, Nakashima, 
Wegner, Noguchi Etc. Buy-
ing Vintage Porsche cars 
any condition. Open Air 
Modern 718.383.6465 info@ 
openairmodern.com.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference,: 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion,

Wheeler & Taylor, the regions premier independent insurance 
agency, seeks qualified candidates to join our rapidly growing 
agency.  We are currently recruiting for experienced Personal 
and Commercial Lines Account Mangers as well as seasoned 
Insurance Producers.

These full time, client facing positions require energetic and 
detailed oriented individuals.  Account Managers are primarily 
responsible for managing client accounts, maintaining strong 
relationships and providing excellent customer service. The 
Account Manager will also be responsible for reviewing 
insurance policies, identifying client needs, and recommending 
appropriate coverage options.

The key responsibilities of the Account Executive/Producer is 
to leverage their industry expertise in developing new business 
while also retaining current clients through the use of excellent 
relationship-building skills and in-depth knowledge of the 
commercial and personal lines insurance landscape. The 
Account Executive/Producer will collaborate with our internal 
service team to deliver excellent customer service, solve critical 
issues, and provide customized solutions for insurance risks.

Wheeler & Taylor offers an excellent compensation package 
commensurate with experience, opportunities for annual profit 
sharing and a superior benefit program for our employees. 

If interested please contact Tom Blauvelt at 413-528-1004  
or email at: tblavuelt@wheelerandtaylor.com

ACCOUNT MANAGER

REAL ESTATE
:sex, handicap or familial 

status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement

REAL ESTATE
:with respect to the sale or 

rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

LAKEVILLE APARTMENT 
FOR RENT: Spacious 1 bed-
room available in Lakeville 
Center. $1, 450 per month. 
Includes heat, water, mow-
ing, plowing and trash 
service. Off street parking. 
No pets. No smoking. Avail-
able Now. Call 860-671-
0006. Email piercekearney@ 
sbcglobal.net.

HOUSES  
FOR RENT

NORTHERN MILLERTON, 
NEWLY RENOVATED 2 
BEDROOM HOUSE: Rural, 
Quiet, 5 minutes to town, 
Heat and A/C system, plus 
alternative heat, laundry, 
dishwasher, 2 decks, views, 
snowplowing included, 
$2,675.00 monthly, plus 
utils. 1 518-567-8277.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

NEXT WEEKEND, STARTING FRIDAY JAN 31-FEB 2 IS THE ANNUAL SALISBURY SKI 
JUMPS EVENT. CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE PARTICIPANTS, AND THANKS TO ALL 
THE VOLUNTEERS ALL OF WHOM HELP MAKE THIS ANNUAL EVENT SUCH A SUCCESS

For single level living, a beautifully built home of 3200 sq. ft., privately set with stunning views to the South, and 
West.  Designed to be flooded with daylight, important rooms have great vistas over the nearby and distant, hills.  
There are 3 bedrooms, and a huge basement for games or other entertainment events. 5+ acres surrounds the home, 
with room for a swimming pool. Now, GREATLY reduced. OFFERED AT $2,495,000.

STUNNING VIEWS

Correction

In our story, “A History 
Lesson with Millerton Com-
munity’s Ed Downey” which 
ran in the Jan. 16 edition, the 
name of Webatuck Creek was 
misspelled. 

Correction

 In our Jan. 16 story, “A 
Mother’s Advocacy Results in 
Answers,” it was erroneously 
stated that Aevary Kiernan 
will need a hip replacement. 
Rather, she will need a knee 
replacement. Additionally, Jill 
Kiernan requested clarifica-
tion regarding the following 
sentence “The disease is a 
complex utosomal dominant 
disorder affecting children 

DUTCHESS COUNTY  

SHERIFF’S REPORT

Dutchess County Sheriff’s 
Office Harlem Valley area ac-
tivity report: Jan. 9 to Jan. 15.

Jan. 11 — Deputies re-
sponded to 3306 Route 343 in 
Amenia for a reported verbal 
domestic dispute. Dispute re-
solved without further police 
intervention.

Jan. 12 — Deputies report 
the arrest of Hunter W. Oli-
ver, age 21, for Driving While 
Intoxicated subsequent to a 

traffic stop on Old State 
Route 22 in the Town of 
Dover.  Subject to appear in 
the Town of Dover Court at 
a later date.

Jan. 13 — Deputies re-
sponded to 45 Sprague Road 
in the Town of Dover for re-
port of a domestic dispute oc-
curring at that location.  Mat-
ter resolved without further 
police intervention.

PLEASE NOTE: All sub-
jects arrested and charged are 

Millerton Plaza sold for $1.75 million

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

The house at 22 State Line Road on 3.22 acres just outside the Village of Millerton 

in the Town of North East sits right next to the road. Built in 1910, it was owned by 

an absentee owner who lived in Brazil and sold after a number of years for $137,101 

to RG Duell LLC.

By CHRISTINE BATES

Special to the Millerton News

MILLERTON — Record-
ed transfers of property are 
informative because they 
include all real estate own-
ership changes — not just 
ones handled by real estate 
brokers. Off-market sales 
tend to be between friends 
or family, properties “sold 
by owner,” distressed situa-
tions, and often commercial 
properties such as the sale 
of the Millerton Plaza, the 
Town of North East’s su-
permarket, for $1.75 million. 
The sale of the “Ice House” 
at 12 State Line Road by the 
owner — whose address is 
in Rio de Janeiro — for only 
$160,000 is an example of 
a distressed sale that took 
years and was never pub-
licly listed. In December of 
the eight recorded transfers 
only three were listed on any 

MLS. The four residential 
properties transferred pri-
vately all sold at prices well 
below the three publicly 
listed houses.

In Mid-January the Town 
of North East had 12 homes 
listed for sale ranging from 
$399,000 to $5.9 million, and 
16 parcels of land also with a 
huge range of $3.4 million to 
five building lots for less than 
$79,000. 

49 Simmons St. — 3 bed-
room/2 bath renovated vil-
lage house on .38 acres sold 
for $505,000.

31 Traver Place — 3 bed-
room/2 bath house sold for 
$437,500.

20 Haight Road — 3 bed-
room/1.5 bath house sold off-
market for $160,000.

144 Skunks Misery Road 
— additional .98 acres of land 
in a lot line alteration sold off-
market for $50,000.

6118 Route 22 — 4 bed-

room/1 bath house sold off-
market for $220,000.

12 State Line Road — long 
abandoned 3 bedroom/2 bath 
house on 3.81 acres known as 
the Ice House sold off-market 
for $137,101.

47 Skunks Misery Road 
— 2 bedroom/3 bath house 
on 23.67 acres sold for 
$725,000.

122 Route 44 — Miller-
ton Plaza — 4 parcels on 
4.9 acres formerly the Mil-
lerton Grand Union, Trotta 
Liquor, Trotta Law office, 
and Riley’s Furniture sold 
privately by Joseph Trotta 
to North East Plaza LLC for 
$1.75 million.

*Town of North East and 
Village of Millerton real es-
tate sales recorded between 
Dec. 1, 2024, and Dec. 31, 
2024, sourced from Dutchess 
County Real Property Tax 
Service Agency. Information 
on active listings taken from 

First Key MLS which may un-
derstate available properties. 
Only transfers with consider-

ation are included. Compiled 
by Christine Bates, Real Estate 
Advisor with William Pitt So-

Pine Plains Bombers turn 

early lead into 30-point win

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@lakevillejournal.com

MILLBROOK — The Pine 
Plains girls varsity basketball 
squad brought their “A”-game 
to the Millbrook High School 
gym Friday, Jan. 17.

The Pine Plains Bombers 
were hot on the court de-
spite the cold temps outside 
the gym, securing a com-
manding lead in the first 
quarter that led to a 53-23 
victory over the Millbrook 
Blazers. 

The Bombers’ Nevaeh 
Rennie, no. 34 of Pine Plains, 
led in scoring across the board 
with a total of 23 points — 18 
from field goals and 5 from 
the free throw line. 

Blazdrs top scorer Lydia 
Kascak, no. 21 of Millbrook, 
put up 3 baskets and made 
3 free throws for a total of 9 
points throughout the night.

Millbrook showed com-
posure at the free throw line. 
The squad was 7-7 at the free 
throw line overall. That com-
posure couldn’t save them 
against the Bombers’ shoot-
ing.

Pine Plains played a much 

faster paced game than Mill-
brook, racking up a 31-8 lead 
by halftime. 

Millbrook picked up their 
pace in the second half, and 
defended against Pine Plains 

enough to reduce the scoring 
deficits by a few points. The 
Bombers still out scored Mill-
brook in the second half by 
10 points, despite the Blazers’ 
best efforts.

who, by chance, inherit one 
copy of a mutated gene from 
either parent”, stating that 
“In the majority of cases, a 
person with TBRS has a de 
novo (new) mutation, mean-
ing the mutation occurs spon-
taneously and is not inherited 
from the parents. However, 
if one parent has the muta-
tion, there is a 50% chance 
of passing the mutated gene 

alleged to have committed the 
crime and are presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty and 
are to appear in local courts 
later. If you have any infor-
mation relative to the afore-
mentioned criminal cases, or 
any other suspected criminal 
activity please contact the 
Dutchess County Sheriff’s Of-
fice tip line at 845-605-2583 
or email  dcsotips@gmail.
com.  All information will be 
kept confidential.  

theby’s International Realty, 
Licensed in Connecticut and 
New York.

on to each child. Although it 
is autosomal dominant, Ae-
vary, and most other people 
with TBRS have a spontane-
ous genetic change that is not 
inherited from their parents.” 

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

Giana Dormi, no. 3 of Pine Plains, fighting through a 

crowd of Millbrook players to find a pass.

Send news items and briefs to  

editor@millertonnews.com
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Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 
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Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Insulation Painting

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Waste Management

Tree Service

TV Service

Roofing Services

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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Celebrating

71
Years

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

• TV Sales
• Service Installation
• Outside HD 

Antenna Installation
• WiFi Enhancements

Stop in to see our selection of 
NEW Sony 4K TV sets. ALL ON SALE!!

REPAIRS on all: TVs, Stereos, Vintage Electronics

Dave’s TV

We’ve Moved!
Our new address is

279 Smithfi eld Rd., Millerton, NY 12546
Call for appointment 518-789-3881

Dave’s TV

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

NORTH EasT MuFFlER INC.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

West Cornwall, CT
860-790-0671

cmcarting@gmail.com
www.cmcartingsolutions.com

JUNK REMOVAL  
DUMPSTER RENTAL

GARBAGE COLLECTION

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Winter Months Are Perfect For:
Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns 

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR  
OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com or  

millertonnews.com to purchase  

a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you  

this directory of Specialists  

in print and online. 

From Automobiles to  

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fingertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you find the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

(860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM
Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 

Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

FREEFREE 
In-Home In-Home 
ConsultationConsultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

BUY MORE
SAVE MORE

1-5 shades: 20%
6-10 shades: 25%

11 or more: 30%
*Excludes Lutron 

& Hunter Douglas
Good until 1/31/25
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