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After tight race, Aymar-Blair 

takes oath as comptroller 

for Dutchess County
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FRONT

By KRISTA A. BRIGGS

kristab@millertonnews.com

LAGRANGEVILLE — At a 
ceremony to cement his win as 
Dutchess County comptroller, 
Democrat Dan Aymar-Blair was 
officially sworn into office on Sat-
urday, Jan� 4, by New York State 
comptroller Thomas P� DiNapoli 
as family, friends and supporters 
enthusiastically cheered him on� 

The ceremony marked both a 
new beginning for Aymar-Blair 
and the end of a challenging chap-
ter which pitted him in a very tight 
race against incumbent Republican 
Gregg Pulver, who was appointed 
to the position approximately two 
years ago by former county execu-
tive William F�X� O’Neil�

The well-attended event was 
hosted by former county comp-
troller Robin Lois, who stepped 
down from the role in 2023 prior 
to Pulver’s appointment to accept 
a position with the state as deputy 
comptroller� Political notables such 

PHOTO BY KRISTA A. BRIGGS

Sen. Michelle Hinchey, D-41, left, New York State Comptroller 

Thomas DiNapoli, second from left, and Assemblymember Didi 

Barrett, D-106, right, flank incoming Dutchess County comp-

troller Dan Aymar-Blair, second from right, at his oath-taking 

ceremony on Saturday, Jan. 4, in LaGrangeville, New York.

Hecate Energy reapplies to build  

42MW solar project in Copake 

Millbrook war hero 

gets Medal of Honor 

from President Biden 

at White House event

PHOTO PROVIDED

Charles R. Johnson, a Korean war veteran who died in combat 

in 1953, was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor on 

Friday, Jan. 3.

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

MILLBROOK — Following 
years of local and regional efforts, 
Pfc� Charles R� Johnson of Mill-
brook was posthumously recog-
nized for valor, receiving the Medal 
of Honor at a White House ceremo-
ny on Friday, Jan� 3� The medal was 
one of seven presented by President 
Joseph Biden�

Of the seven medals awarded, 
five were posthumously awarded 
to Korean War casualties and the 
remaining two honored Vietnam 
veterans, one of whom had perished 
in battle�

The third of six children, John-
son was born Aug� 11, 1932, in Mill-
brook to Robert and Pearl John-
son� He excelled in athletics and 
was a gifted musician� He attended 

Millbrook High School for three 
years before transferring to Arling-
ton High School in Poughkeepsie, 
where he was co-captain of the 
football team and won election as 
class vice-president�

Johnson attended Howard Uni-
versity briefly before being drafted 
in 1952 into the U�S� Army, assigned 
to Company B, 3rd Infantry� He was 
killed in June, 1953 demonstrating 
extraordinary bravery, although 
mortally wounded himself, to save 
the lives of ten of his fellow infan-
trymen��

More than 70 years later, and 
efforts in recent years to upgrade 
Johnson’s Silver Star to the Medal of 
Honor, Johnson’s valor was official-
ly recognized at The White House, 
where the medal was accepted by 

By JOHN COSTON

johnc@millertonnews.com

COPAKE — Hecate Energy 
LLC has filed its intent to con-
struct a major solar energy facility 
after months have passed since the 
Chicago-based company last June 
stated it would reenter the applica-
tion process� 

The filing of intent by Hecate, 
made on Dec� 19 with the New York 
State Office of Renewable Energy 
Siting and Electric Transmission, 
was followed three days later by 
filing of its application�

The timing — two days before 
Christmas — was criticized by the 
Town of Copake in a motion it im-
mediately filed requesting the state 
reject Hecate’s filing� 

The Shepherd’s Run project has 
a years-long history� Last spring, 
following the state’s rejection of 

Hecate’s application for the Shep-
herd’s Run project, the company 
said it would refile its application 
“on or about June 3�” In the months 
have which passed, town officials 
and residents have been anxiously 
awaiting any development� The 
suspense in the intervening months 
was chronicled in a monthly news-
letter written by Richard Wolf, Co-
pake’s Town Supervisor� 

In December, he wrote “���It’s 
been seven months and counting 
since Hecate Energy announced its 
intention to file a new application 
to construct a 42-megawatt facility 
on more than 200 acres of prime 
farmland in Craryville� Rumor has 

it that Hecate intends to file a new 
application before the end of the 
year, although they haven’t told us 
about their plans�” 

Shepherd’s Run is a proposed 
solar project near the intersection 
of Routes 23 and 7� It originally was 
designed as a 60-megawatt facil-
ity but was scaled down after the 
company lost control of a parcel of 
land that was integral to the origi-
nal design� 

In its motion filed with the state, 
the town wrote: “The Town of Co-
pake hopes that Hecate’s surprise 
announcement to file its applica-

The timing — two days before Christmas — was criticized 
by the Town of Copake in a motion it immediately filed 
requesting the state reject Hecate’s filing. 
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Why support local news?
Local Matters

The Lakeville Journal    The Millerton News

Scan to donate online.

Since becoming a nonprofit, what’s kept The Lakeville Journal  
and The Millerton News going are the thousands of loyal readers and 
advertisers who value both publications as the most reliable sources  

of information in our area, and the generous donations 
 from people like you and your neighbors.

Here’s what your neighbors are saying about why 
they value The Lakeville Journal & The Millerton News

Please consider donating today.   
 Visit lakevillejournal.com/donate or millertonnews.com/donate,  
or mail a check to The Lakeville Journal & The Millerton News, 

64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031.

We get it 
every week.  It 

keeps me in 
the loop about 
what is going 
on up here.  I 
would never 
not have it.

JIMMY 
AYOUB

“I’ve been reading The Millerton 
News since we moved here 60 
years ago. I check all the latest 
school board news and other 
local government meetings. The 
paper is important for accountability of 
government and how they spend our money.”
JULIE SCHROEDER

“I love 
The 
Lakeville 
Journal 
because it tells you 
what happened in 
town last week and 
all the wonderful 
things going on.”
PAT JENNY

“I read The Millerton News to help stay 
connected to the community because that is 
the role of local journalism to make people 
aware of resources and wonderful things in 
their neck of the woods.  That’s the number 
one thing that a newspaper should be doing. 
I think it’s important that people have a stake in where they 
live and have a passion for it. And to build that you need to 
have someone exploring for them because we can’t go out 
individually and interview everyone  that a newspaper can.”
DICK HERMANS

“It’s a balanced way 
at looking at events 
and I like the caliber 
of the reporters.  It’s 

very important to 
the community.”

REV. DOUGLAS 
GRANDGEORGE

“I’ve been reading it for 48 years.   
Great news coverage, great editorials.”

DICK CASSIN

“I love The Lakeville Journal because it 
holds our whole community together.”

ALEXANDRA PETERS

“I like The Millerton News 
and The Lakeville Journal 

because I’m  a great supporter 
of non-profit news and that’s 

the way to go from here on out.  
I read everything in the paper.”

FRANK FITZMAURICE

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

Bombers showed dominance in the paint, crashing the 

boards and winning most of the rebounds at the varsity 

match Friday, Jan. 3, at Stissing Mountain High School.

Bombers, Taconic Hills 

girls play non-league 

winter break game

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@lakevillejournal.com

PINE PLAINS — Pine 
Plains hosted Taconic Hills 
High School for a winter 
break girls’ varsity basketball 
game at Stissing Mountain 
High School Friday, Jan. 3.

The Pine Plains Bombers 
beat the visiting challengers 
69-33.

The Bombers took an 
early lead in the first quarter. 
Michelle Blackburn scored 
nine points in the quarter, 
leading scoring across both 

teams and setting up her 
team for an 18-11 lead after 
the eighth minute.

Neveah Rennie took the 
reins for the rest of the game, 
showing up steadily in every 
quarter to push the Bombers’ 
lead further and further and 
leading her team in points by 
the end of the night. 

Taconic Hills played a 
steady ball game, but they 
were outpaced by the Bomb-
ers’ scoring early and often. 
All but the final quarter 
ended with a scoring deficit 
greater than seven points.

New state minimum wage, 

prenatal leave laws in effect

By KRISTA A. BRIGGS

kristab@millertonnews.com

With the start of 2025, 
some new policies have gone 
into effect for New Yorkers, as 
recently announced by Gov. 
Kathy Hochul. 

Wages have been impacted. 
Workers in New York State 
earning the minimum wage 
will now see a jump in their 
paychecks of $0.50 per hour, 
bringing the hourly total to 
$15.50. The only exceptions 
are residents of New York 

City, Long Island and West-
chester County, who contin-
ue to earn a dollar more per 
hour than their counterparts 
in the rest of the state. Their 
minimum wage is jumping to 
$16.50 per hour.

The paid prenatal leave law 
is now in effect. The law, which 
is the first in the nation, en-
ables any privately employed 
pregnant New York resident 
to take up to 20 hours of paid 
leave for prenatal care for a 
range of services including 
but not limited to physical ex-

aminations, fertility treatment, 
medical procedures and end of 
pregnancy care. The paid pre-
natal leave law is in addition to 
the New York State Paid Fam-
ily Leave, existing employer-
paid leaves and existing sick 
leave requirements. The law 
is applicable to both part-time 
and full-time employees, and 
applies to all private employers 
in the state.

Diabetics in New York may 
see some financial relief with 
an initiative which eliminates 
insulin co-pays on state-regu-

lated health insurance plans. 
This plan is estimated to 
come with an annual savings 
of up to $1,200 for those who 
qualify.

With rising costs impact-
ing New Yorkers on multiple 
levels, the governor is seek-
ing to address some everyday 
fiscal concerns with the new 
legislation in place. “The cost 
of living is just too damn high 
so I’m doing everything in my 
power to make New York 
more affordable for families,” 
Hochul said.

Dover resident arrested 

after New Year’s Day standoff

By KRISTA A. BRIGGS

kristab@millertonnews.com

DOVER PLAINS — On 
Wednesday, Jan. 1, Richard 
P. Danko was arrested in the 
Town of Dover following an 
hours-long standoff with law 
enforcement after a complaint 
was lodged against him for al-
legedly threatening another 
party with a shotgun. 

At approximately 6:10 a.m., 

deputies arrived at 16 Old 
State Route 22 in Dover Plains 
to investigate the report and 
Danko was subsequently 
identified as the suspect in 
the case. But when addressed 
by authorities, Danko re-
fused to cooperate and fled 
into a home. Over the next 
five hours, members of mul-
tiple law enforcement units 
unsuccessfully attempted to 
convince Danko to surrender. 

Finally, authorities gained ac-
cess to the premises and the 
Dutchess County Sheriff’s 
Office’s Emergency Services 
Unit took him into custody 
without further incident.

Following his arrest, 
Danko was charged with 
third degree criminal pos-
session of a weapon, a felo-
ny, and three second degree 
misdemeanors including 
criminal contempt, menac-

ing and resisting arrest as 
well as bail jumping, also a 
misdemeanor. Unrelated 
to this incident, Danko was 
also sought on a warrant for 
reckless endangerment. He 
was charged in connection 
with both the preexisting 
warrant and this most re-
cent incident. Danko was ar-
raigned at the Town of Dover 
Court, and was remanded to 
the Dutchess County Justice 
and Transition Center where 
he remains in lieu of $10,000 
cash bail.

When reached for com-
ment, Captain John Watter-
son at the Dutchess County 
Sheriff’s Office confirmed the 
incident is still under investi-
gation and no motive has yet 
been established. Watterson 
was unable to confirm at press 
time whether Danko is being 
represented by an attorney.

Amenia Town Board finishes  

year with busy final meeting

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

AMENIA — The Town 
Board considered and ap-
proved 14 resolutions during 
its final meeting of the year, 
held on Thursday, Dec. 19. All 
votes were unanimous. Coun-
cilperson Nicole Ahearn was 
absent from the meeting.

After lengthy negotiation 
among officials of the towns 
of Amenia, North East and 
Dover, an agreement with 
Northern Dutchess Paramed-
ics was reached to continue 
providing ambulance service 
to the three towns. Under 
the agreement, the town of 
Amenia will pay $480,762 
for service through 2025, that 
annual amount to increase 
to $639,900 for 2026 and to 
$689,900 for service in 2027.

The town of North East 
will pay $511,558 for ambu-
lance service in 2025, and 
the town of Dover will pay 
$401,563 for the coming 
year, according to the agree-
ment.

Taking a step ahead in 
a project that will bring 
improvement to the town 
Water District, the Town 
Board approved a resolu-
tion to authorize Delaware 
Engineering of Albany to 
prepare a map, plan and re-
port — known as an MPR 
— for the project. The MPR 
is needed to complete appli-
cations for significant grant 
funding to support the proj-
ect. The cost for the MPR 
and the subsequent funding 
applications, approved by 
the town board, is $15,000. 
Grant applications must be 
submitted by May 30, 2025.

Recommended improve-
ments within the Water Dis-
trict include a replacement 
of the existing Lavelle Road 
pump house with a pre-
packaged new pump house, 
rehabilitation of the existing 
water storage tank, upgrades 
to the well fields and water 
main replacement in sections 
where necessary.

If construction occurs in 
2026, the estimated cost for 
the capital project would be 
$3.9 million. The anticipated 
grant funding applications 

are steps toward funding the 
water district improvement 
project.

In other actions the Town 
Board supported a resolution 
to prepare bid specifications 
for a new LED public an-
nouncement sign at the Town 
Hall. Once the bid specifica-
tions are determined, vendors 
will be invited to submit bids 
on the project.

Agreeing that the town 
itself could be aided atten-
tion to its “brand,” and hav-
ing reviewed bid proposals, 
the town board agreed to 
hire the graphic design ser-
vices of Giorgio Baravalle 
of de.MO of Millbrook. To 
be included will be design 
work on a new town logo 
and branding system at a 
cost of $3,850.

Feeling that the old town 
seal should be reimagined, 
the town board voted to 
open the redesign to resi-
dents, inviting submission 
of ideas to help create a new 
seal design.

Submission guidelines are 
posted on the town website. 
Welcome are rough drawings 
or just ideas. The deadline for 
submission is Wednesday, Jan. 
29, at noon.

The website for the Town 
of Amenia will be redesigned 
by the successful bidder, 
TownWeb at a cost of $10,770. 
TownWeb software is de-
signed to support the needs 
of local governments.

The town’s Water District 
operator, VRI of LaGrang-
eville, received town board 
approval to conduct a survey 
to locate all of the district’s 
water valves and provide as-
sessment of their condition 
and need for repair. The es-
timated cost for this survey 
will be $10,000.

The water valve testing is 
scheduled to occur between 
Monday, Jan. 6, and Friday, 
Jan. 10. Water discoloration 
and air pockets in the line may 
occur as a result of the test-
ing process. Residents should 
run cold tap water for a few 
minutes until the flow clears 
up and refrain from doing 
laundry for 24 hours after 
the discoloration appears. For 
more information, call VRI at 

845-677-3839.

Cannabis dispensary

After a year of discussion 
and drafting of a local law to 
govern the location and op-
eration of a retail cannabis 
dispensary, the town board 
moved forward on the issue, 
clearing the way to schedule 
a public hearing to gather 
residents’ comments on 
whether to adopt the new 
local law.

The public hearing was 
formally scheduled by the 
town board for Thursday, Jan. 
16, beginning at 7 p.m. at the 
Town Hall.

Because the Planning 
Board will need to meet 
and comment on adoption 
of the local law, Town Clerk 
Dawn Klingner pointed out 
that the public hearing will 
open on Jan. 16 and hear 
comments. It will, however, 
need to be continued until 
the following town board 
meeting giving opportunity 
for more comment. The rea-
son for the continuation is 
that the Planning Board has 
no meeting scheduled before 
Jan. 16. The continuation al-
lows time for the Planning 
Board to meet and provide 
its comments.

Economic Development 

Committee

The town board voted to 
create an Economic Develop-
ment Committee as an ad-
visory group and named its 
first five members, each to 
serve a two-year term. Ap-
pointed to the new commit-
tee are Ken Topolsky, James 
Ohliger, Tom Buttacavoli, 
Richard Fields, and Damian 
Gutierrez.

Large documents  

scanner

Filling a long-standing 
need, the town board agreed 
to purchase a Canon large 
format scanner and printer 
for the Town Hall. Both the 
Building and Planning De-
partments will benefit from 
the new equipment, expected 
to cost around $9,380. In ad-
dition to scanning and copy-
ing, the new machine will 
print large signage.
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For more obituaries, see page A4

Barbara M. McEnroe

AMENIA — Barbara M. 
McEnroe, 84, a lifelong area 
resident, passed 
away peacefully, 
surrounded by her 
family at home on 
Tuesday, Dec. 31, 
2024.  Mrs. McEn-
roe was a licensed 
beautician and 
worked at Fanny’s 
Beauty Salon in 
Amenia and later 
worked at Wassaic Devel-
opmental Center in Wassaic, 
retiring in 2003.

Born on July 25, 1940 in 
Sharon, she was the daughter 
of the late Joseph and Lena 
(Clum) Carberry.  She was a 
1958 graduate of Housatonic 
Valley Regional School in 
Falls Village.  On Sept. 29, 
1962 in Sharon, she married 
Joseph F. McEnroe, who sur-
vives at home.

Mrs. McEnroe was an ac-
tive parishioner of Immacu-
late Conception Church in 
Amenia, a volunteer at the 
Church’s Thrift Shop and 
with the Vine and Branches 
Program. 

In addition to her loving 
husband, she is survived by 
three daughters; Maureen 
Willig and her husband, Pe-
ter, of Stanfordville, New 
York, Jamie McEnroe and her 
partner, Jason Nolan of Lee, 
Massachusetts and Joann 
Potter and her husband, Bar-
rie, of Marcellus, New York.  
She is also survived by three 
grandchildren; Emmylou 
Potter, Barrie Lucas Potter 
and his wife, Marguerite, and 
Christopher Willig; a great 
granddaughter, Wyvette Pot-

ter; her brothers-in-laws, 
Jerry Wilcox of Amenia and 

James McEnroe 
and his wife, Abi-
gail, of Burlington 
Flats, New York; 
her sister-in-law, 
Dorothy Casey of 
Kent, and several 
nieces and neph-
ews.  

Besides her par-
ents, she was prede-

ceased by brothers, Vincent, 
Robert, Joseph, Paul, Donald, 
Francis and Thomas Carber-
ry, and sisters, Virginia Ken-
dall, Dorothy Frasier, Helen 
Passante, Mary Lango and 
Emma Paley.

Calling hours will be held 
from 2 to 4 p.m. on Friday, 
Jan. 10, 2025 at Hufcut Fu-
neral Home, 3159 Route 22, 
Dover Plains, New York.  A 
Mass of Christian Burial will 
be celebrated at 12 p.m. on 
Saturday, Jan. 11, 2025 at Im-
maculate Conception Church, 
4 Lavelle Rd., Amenia with 
Rev. R. Kent Wilson officiat-
ing.  Burial will follow at Im-
maculate Conception Cem-
etery in Amenia.  Memorial 
contributions may be made 
to Immaculate Conception 
Church, 4 Lavella Rd., Ame-
nia, NY  12501 or Hudson Val-
ley Hospice, 374 Violet Ave., 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 or 
online at www.hvhospice.
org/.

Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to the 
Hufcut Funeral Home, 3159 
Route 22, Dover Plains, NY. 
For directions or to send a 
condolence, visit www.huf-
cutfuneralhome.com.

Edward R. George

NORFOLK — Edward R. 
George, 86, of Norfolk,  and 
Key West, Florida, 
passed peacefully 
away, Dec. 20, 
2024, at Wolcott 
Hall with his wife 
Mary by his side. 
He was the beloved 
husband of Mary 
(Welch) George. 
Ed was born on 
Sept. 17, 1938, in 
Torrington during the Hur-
ricane of ‘38.

He was the youngest of six 
born to Richard and Sophie 
(Swyden) George. He proudly 
served 17 years as a Torrington 
firefighter, retiring after being 
injured in a house fire.

Ed owned and operated 
Merit Quality Pools, a busi-
ness he started with his son 
as a service company and built 
it into a construction, retail 
store and full-service com-
pany for over 45 years.

He was very proud of his 
Lebanese heritage. Ed was an 
avid gardener and fisherman. 
Ed and Mary spent a good 
part of each year in Key West 
where they had a wonderful 
group of friends. 

There were picnics at the 
beach every Sunday and holi-
days. Ed was always ready for 
a good time or a road trip.

In addition to his wife, 
Mary, he is survived by his 

son; Michael R. George 
(Mary), his daughter, Lynn 

Colangelo (Peter) 
and his stepdaugh-
ter, Shannon San-
toro (Gaetano) of 
Harwinton; one 
brother, Fredrick 
George ( Joan) of 
Torrington; three 
g r a n d c h i l d re n , 
Michael E. George 
(Maria) of Tor-

rington, Lauren Santoro and 
Nicolas Santoro of Harwin-
ton; three great grandsons, 
Gabriel, Nikolas, and Zach-
ary George of Torrington 
as well as many nieces and 
nephews. 

He was predeceased by 
three brothers, Ernest, Louis 
and Marshall and one sister, 
Jeanette King.

Funeral services were held 
on Saturday, Jan. 4, 2025, at 
noon at Cook Funeral Home, 
82 Litchfield St, Torrington, 
CT. Burial was private. Rela-
tives and friends called from 
10 a.m. until noon at Cook 
Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al contributions may be made 
to the Norfolk Lions Ambu-
lance PO Box 399, Norfolk 
CT 06058.

Condolences may be sent 
to the George family by visit-
ing www.cookfuneralhomect.
com

Aldo Louis Pecco Jr.

LAKEVILLE — Aldo Louis 
Pecco, Jr., 81, of Southfield, 
Massachuset ts , 
formerly of Lakev-
ille, passed away on 
Tuesday, Dec. 31, 
2024, at Baystate 
Medical Center in 
Springfield, Massa-
chusetts. Mr. Pecco 
was the Director 
of Maintenance 
at Camp Sloane 
in Lakeville for 15 years and 
later worked in the mainte-
nance department at Lone 
Oaks Campsites in Canaan, 
for 10 years.

Born on Oct. 28, 1943, in 
Waterbury, he was the son of 
the late Aldo L. Pecco, Sr. and 
Florence (Murano) Pecco. On 
June 23, 1962 in Thomaston, 
he married Patricia Hock 
who survives at home after 
62 years of marriage. Mr. 
Pecco loved the outdoors and 
camping. He was an avid ice 
fisherman.

In addition to his loving 
wife, Mr. Pecco is survived 
by a daughter, Gina A. Gates 

and her husband, Samuel, of 
Canaan, and a sister, Gloria 

Pecco of Florida. 
He is also survived 
by four grandchil-
dren; Giavonna 
and Aaron Pec-
co, Gregory and 
Zachary Labshere; 
and a great grand-
daughter, Willow 
Pecco. Besides his 
parents, Mr. Pec-

co was predeceased by two 
sons, Ronald Aldo Pecco and 
Steven Louis Pecco and four 
sisters.

Graveside services and 
burial will take place at 1 
p.m. on Friday, Jan. 10, 2025, 
at Mountain View Cemetery, 
80 Sand Road, Canaan, CT. 
Contributions in memory of 
Mr. Pecco should be made to: 
Baystate Health Foundation, 
280 Chestnut Street, Spring-
field, MA 01199. 

Funeral arrangements 
entrusted to Newkirk-Palm-
er Funeral Home, 118 Main 
Street, North Canaan, CT 
06018.

Stephen Brindisi Darnell

AMENIA — Stephen 
Brindisi Darnell, 73, a lifelong 
area resident died 
peacefully at his 
home in Amenia, 
on Monday, Nov. 
25, 2024.

A Celebration 
of Steve’s Life will 
take place on Sat-
urday, Jan. 18, 2025, 
from 1 to 4 p.m. at 
The Lantern Inn, 10 
Main Street, Wassaic, NY.

Steve’s family and friends 
are invited to attend. Burial 
at Immaculate Conception 
Cemetery in Amenia will take 
place privately in the Spring 

of 2025. Rev. Robert K. Wil-
son will officiate. Memorial 

contributions may 
be made to Immac-
ulate Conception 
Church, 4 Lavelle 
Road, Amenia, NY 
12501. 

Arrangements 
have been entrust-
ed to the Scott D. 
Conklin Funeral 
Home, 37 Park Av-

enue, Millerton, NY 12546. To 
send an online condolence to 
the family or to plant a tree in 
Steve’s memory please visit 
www.conklinfuneralhome.
com
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Realtor® at Large
With the leaves down for the winter, 
it is a perfect time to gain a better 
understanding of our woodlands. When 
we were young, this was relatively 
easy as we learned from walking with 
local foresters like George Kiefer who 
would explain the different habitats 
and landscapes. Today I would 
recommend getting to know the wisdom 
of Tom Wessels, a terrestrial ecologist 
specializing in the New England’s 
landscape. This can be done by either 
reviewing his book entitled Reading the 
Forested Landscape or by viewing his 
educational videos on YouTube. One 
will start to view walking through our 
woodlands in a completely new way. For 
example, examining how a stone wall 
is constructed will reveal its original 
purpose for either cropland, pasture or 
a woodlot. My caution is that this new 
insight will absolutely slow your pace 
down as you begin to observe all the signs 
that surround you in the forest that will 
disclose its past! ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

Please visit millertonnews.com/donate 
to give a donation of any size.

Local Matters

The Lakeville Journal    The Millerton News

Think Local: We Do

Millbrook offers 

curbside  pickup 

of holiday trees

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

MILLBROOK — As in 
past years, Village Highway 
Department crews will offer 
curbside pick-up of discarded 
live holiday trees throughout 
the month of January until 
Friday, Jan. 31. The pick-up 
program began on Thursday, 
Jan. 2.

 Residents are cautioned to 
place the trees on the curb, not 
in the street, and the pick-up 
service is for live trees only, 
not artificial. Trees must be 
free of all decorations includ-

ing lights, tinsel or ornaments, 
and the stand must have been 
removed and kept for use an-
other year.

If a snowstorm is forecast 
the tree must be moved from 
the curb back out of the way 
of plows. When road clean-up 
is complete, the tree can be 
placed at the curb once again.

The pick-up crew will not 
dig down into the snow to 
dislodge the tree.

There is no set schedule for 
the January tree pick-up. For 
more information, residents 
may call the highway depart-
ment at 845-677-3022.

www.facebook.com/themillertonnews
Millerton news

The

Amenia Town Board starts year 

with reorganizational meeting

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

AMENIA — At its first 
meeting of the New Year and 
in accordance with the results 
of the November election, the 
Town Board convened its 
traditional reorganizational 
meeting on Thursday, Jan. 2, 
administering the oath of of-
fice to a continuing council 
member and passing a signif-
icant number of resolutions 
necessary for the functioning 
of the town government.

The oath was adminis-
tered to Nicole Ahearn who 
is continuing her service on 
the Town Board having been 
elected to a full-term seat. 
She had been completing the 
unexpired term of Leo Black-
man when he was elected to 
serve as Town Supervisor.

Numerous organization-
al resolutions and motions 
were read aloud and passed 
by unanimous vote. 

Briefly summarizing the 
town’s major goals for the 
coming year, Blackman in-
cluded continued progress 
on infrastructure improve-

ments such as the sidewalk 
construction project leading 
to Beekman Park, and im-
provements within the water 
district, as well as continued 
attention to the wastewater 
project proposal.

A focus will be on im-
proving the appearance of 
the town’s Fountain Square, 
a project of the Enhancement 
Committee in cooperation 
with The Millbrook Bank’s 
landscape planning. Black-
man reported the town’s 
responsibilities will be to 
improve the electrical and 
plumbing aspects of the cen-
tral square.

Pedestrian safety in the 
town center along Routes 22 
and 343 will also be a focus 
in partnership with the state 
Department of Transporta-
tion, Blackman reported, 
particularly near crosswalks 
where new signage could 
help.

Councilmember Rosanna 
Hamm mentioned the cross-
walk at the corner of Me-
chanic Street and Route 343 
as a significant pedestrian 
safety hazard in need of bet-

ter lighting.
The Town Hall will be 

expecting some painting 
and electrical work, includ-
ing exterior lighting, along 
with a new outdoor sign. A 
Community Kitchen will be 
restarted at the Town Hall 
and the farmer’s market will 
reopen in the parking lot this 
summer, Blackman said. And, 
there will be added emphasis 
on offering new program-
ming through the Recreation 
Department.

Councilmember Paul 
Winters mentioned the need 
for “keeping local people lo-
cal,” stressing the need for af-
fordable housing, supporting 
the Hudson River Housing 
proposal to build 28 owner-
occupied affordable homes 

on property near the Fresh-
town shopping center. 

Blackman pointed to an 
additional need for afford-
able rental opportunities for 
the town.

Councilmember Brad Re-
billard noted he would like 
to see the end of the Kent 
Hollow lawsuit in the com-
ing year. In 1978, town zon-
ing officials had designated 
the 83-acre mining property 
on South Amenia Road and 
its operations as a noncon-
forming use, a permit which 
expired in 1989. In 2019, the 
mine had sought to expand 
their acreage, an application 
which was denied by the 
Zoning Board of Appeals, 
giving rise to the current 
unresolved lawsuit.

PHOTO PROVIDED

First baby of 2025

Sharon Hospital’s first newborn of the year ar-

rived Jan. 2 at 4 a.m. Jackie Hamish Fichera was 

born to parents Amelia and Jeff Fichera of Copake, 

N.Y. Her older sister, Frankie, 2, was also born at 

Sharon Hospital.



A4          THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, January 9, 2025

 
Christ Church Episcopal 

in Sharon
9 South Main, Sharon CT

Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.
Transitioning through prayer

All welcome to join us
860-364-5260

www.christchurchsharon.org

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

Worship Services
Week of January 12, 2025

 
The Congregational 

Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.
30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Whoever you are,  
wherever you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here!
Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  

in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
The Rev. Heidi Truax

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, January 12 at 10:30 a.m.

JJUUSSTTIICCEE  AAMMIIDDSSTT  IINNJJUUSSTTIICCEE 
 For information, contact Jo Loi  

at jokiauloi@gmail.com
All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gatesl

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.

OBITUARIES

For more obituaries, 

see page A3

Alice Schwab Combes

SALISBURY — It is with 
heartfelt sorrow that we an-
nounce the passing of Alice 
Schwab Combes, beloved 
mother, grandmother, friend, 
educator, leader, and protec-
tor of mountains. Alice passed 
away on Dec. 21, 2024, sur-
rounded by the love of her 
daughter, Andrea, son-in-law, 
Eric, and her grandchildren, 
Mary August, Axel and Berit.

Born on Oct. 26, 1946, 
to Gustav and Josephine 
Schwab, Alice grew up in Gar-
rison, New York where she 
attended primary and middle 
schools and later was a proud 
graduate of the Emma Willard 
School in Troy, New York. In 
1966, Alice gave birth to her 
daughter, Andrea,  and  spent 
the next two decades living 
in the Boston area before 
moving to Danbury in 1988. 
Ultimately, she found her 
way to spend time in  East 
Greenwich, Rhode Island, to 
be close to her family.  Her 
last years were spent snuggled 
in her cozy Vermont home in 
Rochester.

Alice’s academic accom-
plishments were nothing 
short of impressive because 
if Alice was going to do some-
thing, she was going to do it 
right: a BA from UMass Bos-
ton, two master’s degrees, and 
multiple post-graduate cer-
tificates in Reading, Special 
Education, School Psycholo-
gy, and Neuropsychology. The 
crown jewel of her education 
was her Doctorate of Educa-
tion from Nova Southeastern 
University.

Her career as an educa-
tor spanned over 35 years, 
with her first years working 
with students struggling with 
learning and emotional dif-
ficulties in Quincy, Massa-
chusetts.  She then moved to 
Danbury, where she worked 
as a School Counselor and 
School Psychologist in neigh-
boring Ridgefield for another 
twenty years.  Alice acted as 
an unparalleled advocate for 
her students;  throughout her 
career, she never allowed her 
students to simply meet ex-
pectations, she encouraged 
them to find meaningful 
challenges, and explore ev-
ery educational opportu-
nity available to them.  Her 
boundless dedication to 
assist her students to find 
scholarships, jobs, training 
programs and travel oppor-
tunities is reflected by how 
often her former students 
have returned to share their 
successes and appreciation.  
After retiring from Ridge-
field, Alice couldn’t stay away 
from her true calling and re-

turned to work in Seekonk, 
Massachusetts for five more 
years as a school 
psychologist. At 
every school she 
worked, Alice was 
valued by her col-
leagues not only 
for her expertise 
and experience as 
an educator but for 
her wicked sense of 
humor, boundless 
energy, slight ir-
reverence for the rules, crazy 
earrings and her exemplary 
skills and work ethic.

Beyond  the classroom, 
Alice’s leadership as Direc-
tor and President of Mount 
Riga, Inc. in Salisbury, was 
legendary. As MRI President, 
Alice boldly led multiple ini-
tiatives to provide environ-
mental safeguards to protect 
the forest and lakes as well as 
fostering community engage-
ment and connection.   She 
fiercely protected and nur-
tured “her” beloved moun-
tain, ensuring that its beauty 
and peace would be passed 
down for generations.  At any 
given moment, Alice could 
be seen yanking dreaded in-
vasives from the side of the 
road, planting daylilies along 
fences, or leading a rambunc-
tious crowd of children with 
lawn games.  You were sure 
not to miss her as she came 
speeding up the mountain 
road, usually with a pack 
of dogs and a grandchild 
or three in the back of her 
pickup truck. There wasn’t 
a community event or party 
that she didn’t attend with 
joyful exuberance.  Her cabin 
was her beloved  sanctuary, 
and Alice enthusiastically 
invited friends, colleagues, 
and the occasional hunky 
hiker from the Appalachian 
Trail to visit (and work on) 
her beloved Shack.

Alice wore many hats 
throughout her life— educa-
tor, travel guide, corporate 
president and ski ambassador 
among others. She co-found-
ed the educational travel com-
pany Geo-Vista and spent 15 
summers teaching reading 
skills at Salisbury Summer 
School. But, her most mean-
ingful role was as mother and 
grandmother.  Alice loved her 
daughter with a strong and 
unconditional loyalty, only to 
be equaled (sometimes sur-
passed) by her love for her 
grandchildren. Alice and An-
drea were each other’s stron-
gest supporters, cheerleaders, 
and absolute best friends.

Her grandkids, Mary Au-
gust, Axel, and Berit, were the 
light of her life. Alice adored 

them fiercely, teaching them 
to ski moguls, jump somer-

saults, appreciate 
the fine art of pan-
cake-making, and 
slow down with a 
little bite of choco-
late. Her cabin, her 
mountain, and her 
life were always 
open for adven-
ture.  Sometimes 
a little too much 
adventure, as in 

the time their mother learned 
Alice let them ride the roof of 
her Astro Van. She gifted them 
with a childhood of unforget-
table experiences like visits to 
the American Girl Doll Store 
in New York City, snow sled-
ding with huskies, and even a 
trip to Paris.  That was Alice—
a generous spirit, full of joy 
and spontaneous fun.

Filled with curiosity about 
the world around her, Alice 
explored the world both 
solo and with friends, often 
seeking out the most deli-
cious food and interesting 
people. She was never shy 
about offering her opinions, 
especially if the subject was 
current events or how the 
world should be run (which, 
in Alice’s mind, was always 
better with more tea and use-
less things from TJ Maxx). If 
you find yourself in need of a 
life-sized ceramic dalmatian 
sculpture or a three-foot-tall 
painted Humpty Dumpty, 
please call her daughter.

Alice is survived by her 
daughter, Andrea W. Combes 
and her son-in-law, L. Eric 
Olsson,  and her grandchil-
dren, Mary August, Axel and 
Berit Olsson. Over the years, 
she gathered a devoted pack 
of beloved dogs, including 
Benjamin, Coalie, Otis, Max 
and Samantha with whom 
she is now most likely sit-
ting, reading her New York 
Times Sunday Edition, opin-
ing about the state of the 
world and how much better 
she would make it if she were 
in charge. And let’s not forget 
her many wonderful friends, 
who will always remember 
Alice for her laughter, her 
loyalty, and her zest for life.  

A private burial service 
will be held by the family.  
However, in full Alice fash-
ion, there will be a celebra-
tion of Alice’s extraordinary 
life at the mountain she loved 
so much, where we will raise 
a cup of tea (or something 
stronger) in her honor.  In lieu 
of flowers, Alice would have 
preferred you share a laugh, 
taste something delicious, go 
on an adventure, wear a bold 
pair of earrings, and, if you 
can’t resist, definitely buy 
something outrageous from 
TJ Maxx.

Alice’s spirit will live on in 
the mountains, in the many 
lives she has touched, and 
in every laugh, swim in the 
lake, and ski slope we conquer 
from here on out.

George Varriale

LAKEVILLE — George 
Varriale, 76, of Lakeville, 
passed away peacefully at 
The Sharon Health Care on 
Dec. 14, 2024.  He was the 
loving husband of Cozette 
Roulin.

George was born May 
29, 1948, in Hartford, the 
son of the late George and 
Anna (Solamon) Varriale.  He 
graduated from Bloomfield 
High School.  He then began 
working for his father in the 
carpentry business.  

He was a long time mem-

ber of St. Mary’s Church.
He is survived by his wife, 

Cozette, and his two broth-
ers, Ken, of Enfield, Connecti-
cut, and Timothy of Florida.  
George is also survived by 
several nieces and nephews. 

A memorial service will be 
held at a later date. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to The Salisbury 
Volunteer Ambulance, 8 Un-
der Mountain Rd, Salisbury, 
CT 06068.

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.

Eileen M. Mulligan

SALISBURY — Eileen M. 
Mulligan, 77, of Salisbury, 
passed away on 
Sunday, Dec. 29, 
2024, due to com-
plications from 
Parkinson’s disease.

She was born in 
Bridgeport to Ed-
ward and Margaret 
Mulligan. Eileen 
graduated from 
St. Ann’s School 
and Notre Dame 
High School. She earned her 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Health Services Administra-
tion from Quinnipiac Col-
lege and dedicated 45 years 
to serving the elderly as the 
Administrator at Noble Hori-
zons in Salisbury. Known for 
her kindness, generosity, and 
impeccable taste, Eileen was 
an avid traveler and reader. 
She had a great appreciation 
for fine jewelry and was a fan 
of Tom Selleck. Eileen resided 
at the Mozaic Jewish Home 
in Bridgeport and previously 
lived in Salisbury and Naples, 
Florida.

She is survived by her sib-
lings; Margaret M. Mulligan 
of Mora, New Mexico, Jo-
seph L. Mulligan of Salisbury, 
Christine M. Mulligan Firella 
of Bridgeport, and Edward M. 
Mulligan of Bridgeport. She 

is also survived by Catherine 
M. Trichka and Scott Trichka 

of Bridgeport, nu-
merous nieces and 
nephews, and her 
beloved dog, Teddy. 

Eileen was pre-
ceded in death by 
her parents, Ed-
ward and Margaret 
Mulligan.

A Funeral Mass 
for Eileen was held 
on Saturday, Jan. 4, 

2025, at 10:30 a.m. at Saint 
Mary’s Church, located at 
76 Sharon Road, Lakeville, 
Connecticut. The burial fol-
lowed immediately afterward 
at Saint Mary’s Cemetery in 
Salisbury, Connecticut. For 
travel directions or to sign 
Eileen’s online guest register, 
please visit www.LeskoFuner-
alHome.com.

The family expresses their 
deep gratitude for the staff of 
the Katie Grace House at Mo-
zaic Jewish Home for the love 
and care they showed Eileen 
over the past 4 years. In lieu 
of flowers, donations in honor 
of Eileen can be made to the 
Michael J. Fox Foundation for 
Parkinson’s Research www.
michaeljfox.org or the Salis-
bury Volunteer Ambulance 
Service www.salisburyam-
bulance.org/gifts.

With great respect and 
admiration, the staff and 
Board of Directors at Noble 
Horizons recognizes the 
passing of Eileen Mulligan.  
Eileen served as Noble Ho-
rizons’ first Administrator, 
from its founding in 1972 
until her retirement in 2017.  
Over a truly extraordinary 
career spanning more than 
four decades, she came to 
personify Church Homes, 
Inc.’s mission of supporting 
its residents with dignity, 
care, and compassion.  Ei-
leen forged close bonds with 
the countless residents she 
cared for and whose lives she 

In Appreciation: 

Eileen Mulligan
touched; with her cowork-
ers and employees at Noble 
Horizons; and with many in 
the Salisbury community of 
which she was a part.  She 
will be remembered for her 
caring and professionalism, 
her great sense of humor, and 
for her dedication to Noble 
Horizons and those who live 
and work there.  The Board 
of Directors and manage-
ment of Church Homes wish 
to extend our sincere condo-
lences to Eileen’s family, for-
mer co-workers, and friends 
at this time.

— The Board of Direc-
tors of Church Homes

CANAAN — Donna Rae 
Filous, 79, of Torrington, 
passed away on 
Saturday, Dec. 
28, 2024. Donna 
worked in retail 
her entire career 
and was store man-
ager at several lo-
cal businesses. She 
retired from the 
human resources 
department at 
Walmart in Tor-
rington. 

Born on Jan. 13, 1945 in 
New Milford, she was the 
daughter of the late Freder-
ick R. and Ruth E. (Miller) 
Erickson. She was married to 
Ottmar Konrad Filous who 
predeceased her on Dec. 29, 
2009. Donna was a member 
of the Canaan Northwest 
Lions Club, Daughters of 
Isabella in Canaan, and a 
parishioner of St. Martin of 
Tours Church of St. Joseph, 
also in Canaan.

Donna is survived by three 
brothers, Richard L. “Rick” 
Erickson of Torrington, 
Frederick R. “Rudy” Erick-
son of Chicopee, Massachu-
setts, and Charles Erickson of 
Danbury, and a sister, Eileen 
Corr of Coventry, Rhode Is-
land. She is also survived by 
six nephews; Bob, Bill, Fred, 
Michael, Kevin and Charles 
Erickson, Jr; three nieces 
Stacy Frome, Christine Pen-

ney and Jennifer Colangelo. 
Above all, Donna was known 

for her kindness 
and generosity. 

Calling hours 
will take place from 
10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. on Monday, 
Jan. 13, 2025 at the 
Newkirk-Palmer 
Funeral Home, 118 
Main Street, North 
Canaan, CT. A Fu-
neral Mass will 

follow at 12 noon at St Mar-
tin of Tours Church of St 
Joseph, 4 Main St, Canaan, 
CT 06018. In lieu of flowers, 
contributions in memory of 
Mrs. Filous should be made 
to the: Torrington Area Par-
kinson’s Support Group, 88 
East Albert Street, Torrington, 
CT 06790. Funeral arrange-
ments have been entrusted to 
the Newkirk-Palmer Funeral 
Home, 118 Main Street, North 
Canaan, CT. 

Donna Rae Filous

Robert James Habacker

SALISBURY — Robert 
James Habacker, 84, of Hem-
lock Lane, passed away peace-
fully at home on Dec. 21, 2024. 
He was the loving husband of 
Ola Harden Habacker.

Robert was born March 
15,1940, in Brooklyn, New 
York, the son of the late James 
and Muriel (Holz) Habacker. 
He attended the Berkshire 
School and later graduated 
from the Southside High 
School in Rockville Center, 

New York. After graduation 
he attended college at Nicholas 
College. He was an avid tennis 
player, golf player and bowler. 
In 1959 he began working for 
the Habacker family business 
which was started in 1902.

In 1959 Robert met his lov-
ing wife and later wed in 1960. 
They had two sons together, 
Richard and James.

Besides his wife and sons, 
Richard is survived by his lov-
ing grandchildren, Jonathan, 

Joseph, Ryan and Lauren. He 
is also survived by two great 
granddaughters whom he 
cherished so much, Rose and 
Gracelyn.

Besides his parents he was 
predeceased by his sister Viv-
ian, and a grandson, James. 

All services are private. 
Memorial contributions may 
be made to an animal shelter/
rescue of the donors choice.

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.
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Local matters

Later this month a landmark building in Hartford 
will be up for auction. It is the former home of 
The Hartford Courant and was built in 1928 at 

285 Broad Street across from the  State Armory. More 
than a century and a half ago, in 1764 — when we were 
a colony — The Hartford Courant was founded as the 
weekly Connecticut Courant. 

In recent years, The Courant became part of Tribune Pub-
lishing and then Alden Global Capital, a New York-based 
hedge fund. In 2020, Tribune Publishing announced it would 
be closing the Broad Street newsroom. Staff was told they 
would continue to work — remotely as they had been working 
during the pandemic.

As 2024 was coming to a close, another newspaper in our re-
gion announced it was in talks to change hands. The Waterbury 
Republican-American said it was negotiating to be acquired by 
the Hearst Connecticut Media Group. The Waterbury paper’s 
roots date back to 1844. Its iconic Meadow Street building with 
a landmark clock tower is being considered as an apartment 
complex with a restaurant. 

Hearst Connecticut Media Group employs approximately 
170 journalists across Connecticut at eight daily newspapers 
and 13 weekly papers, plus Connecticut Magazine and websites. 
Three decades ago, in 1994, the Hartford Courant’s newsroom 
peaked at almost 400, but in a little over a decade it began to 
offer early retirement and buyout packages as the national 
trend to digital from print in the early 2000s carved away at 
circulation across the country.

In Connecticut, we are steeped in our own history,  and 
these two newspaper histories nod to pre-Revolutionary times 
as well as a mid-19th century boom that saw Waterbury rise 
as an industrial power.

The story of local news in 2024 across America is hallmarked 
by changing ownership and consolidation. According to the 
Medill Local News Initiative at Northwestern University, last 
year 258 newspapers changed ownership compared to 180 in 
2023. Medill reports that 10 companies control one in four of 
all U.S. newspapers and more than half of all dailies. Four of 
those  ten companies are majority owned by private equity or 
hedge funds. 

The Poughkeepsie Journal, the oldest paper in New York 
state, is owned by Gannett Co., which is America’s largest 
newspaper group.

Our own story is one of local ownership. Local matters. The 
Millerton News was founded 93 years ago in 1932. The Lakeville 
Journal has been a community staple since 1897.

Today, The Millerton News and The Lakeville Journal are 
published by LJMN Media, Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that was 
formed in 2021. Our two publications have survived and they 
continue to grow because of community, donor and advertiser 
support. This support has made it possible to strengthen our 
commitment to local news. 

Across America, from 2022 to 2023, newsroom jobs de-
creased by almost 2,000 positions. Considering overall news-
paper employment changes, the shrinkage in our industry is 
one of the “most significant declines in employment across 
any sector over the past two decades,” according to Medill 
researchers.

Yet Medill found “bright spots” in the local news landscape  
in 2024 and noted that, among other factors, there was one 
common thread: “they’re locally controlled.” 

Yes, local matters.

Habitat for Humanity on Jimmy Carter’s death

Habitat for Humanity of 
Dutchess County joins the 
world in mourning the death 
of former U.S. President Jim-
my Carter and joins obser-
vances around the world to 
remember his life of service. 
He and Rosalynn Carter have 
served as Habitat for Human-
ity’s most famous volunteers 
over the 35 years they helped 
to build affordable housing 
with the organization.

Maureen Brennan Lashlee, 
CEO states, “The local affili-
ate was incorporated at about 
the same time President and 
Mrs., Carter began their life-
long commitment to Habitat 
homeownership.   As we re-
member President Carter’s 
servant leadership, we give 
thanks he chose to put God’s 
love into action advocating 
for policies and resources 
to assure an opportunity for 
everyone to become a home-
owner.  He gave of his time, 
talent and treasure unselfishly 
and unceasingly.” 

“We are deeply saddened 
by President Carter’s passing, 
and our prayers are with the 
rest of the Carter family,” said 
Jonathan Reckford, CEO of 
Habitat for Humanity Inter-

national. “President and Mrs. 
Carter began volunteering 
with Habitat for Humanity 
near their home in south-
west Georgia, soon bringing 
worldwide attention to the 
need for decent and afford-
able housing. We are grateful 
for the incredible impact the 
Carters have had on Habitat 
and on the families who have 
benefited from their shining 
example. The Carters put 
Habitat for Humanity on the 
map, and their legacy will live 
on in every family we serve 
around the world.”

After leaving the White 
House, the Carters sought 
out meaningful ways to 
continue their commitment 
to social justice and basic 
human rights. They first 
volunteered with Habitat 
for Humanity in Americus, 
Georgia, near their home of 
Plains, in March 1984. Later 
that same year, the Carters 
joined Habitat volunteers in 
New York City’s Lower East 
Side to renovate an aban-
doned building in partner-
ship with families in need 
of affordable housing. That 
trip marked Habitat for Hu-
manity’s first Jimmy Carter 

Work Project (later renamed 
the Jimmy & Rosalynn Cart-
er Work Project). Each year 
since then until 2019, the 
Carters volunteered with 
Habitat to build or improve 
houses alongside homeown-
ers in communities across the 
United States and around the 
world. President Carter also 
served as a member of the 
organization’s board of di-
rectors from 1984-1987.

“I think every human being 
has within himself or herself 
a desire to reach out to oth-
ers and to share some of our 
blessings with those who are 
in need,” President Carter has 
said. “What’s opened up that 
avenue for me and my wife 
and hundreds and thousands 
of others is Habitat for Hu-
manity. It makes it easy for 
us to reach out and work 
side by side with the home-
owner who’s never had a de-
cent house, perhaps. I haven’t 
been on a Habitat project that 
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CWA payroll at 3,000; first baby of the year

The following excerpts from 
The Millerton News were com-
piled by Kathleen Spahn and 
Rhiannon Leo-Jameson of the 
North East-Millerton Library.

January 11, 1934

‘3,000 Now at Work Un-
der CWA’; Approximately 
3,000 are now listed on the 
Civil Works Administration 
payroll in Dutchess County, it 
was announced last Thursday 
by T.A. Corby, executive offi-
cer of the county CWA orga-
nization. Only a slim margin 
of 100 are to be added under 
the present quota, but it is 
hoped that the quota may be 
increased. 

‘At the White House Party’; 
Russell B. Hosier, son of Mr 
and Mrs. Charles Hoslier, of 
Millerton, an officer at the 
White House in Washington, 
D. C., with Mrs, Hosier and 
their two children, Richard 
and Warren, attended the 
Christmas reception given 
by President Roosevelt for 
the officers and their families. 

‘Telephone Operator Suf-
fers Broken Ankle in Fall’; 
Miss Claire Diegnan, tele-
phone operator on the Mil-
lerton exchange, suffered a 
broken ankle Saturday night 
when she slipped and fell 
on the icy street in front of 

Bloch’s store. Miss Diegnan 
was taken to Sharon Hospital 
where a cast was placed on the 
injured ankle. Miss Diegnan 
is under the care of Dr. H. A. 
Richardson.

January 9, 1975

‘Millerton Couple Have 
1st Baby Of New Year’; Mr. 
and Mrs. John Sawchuck of 
Millerton are the parents of 
the first baby born in 1975 in 
Sharon Hospital.

Their daughter, Michae-
lene, made her debut at 8:55 
p.m. on Friday, Jan. 3. The 
baby, who weighed 4 lbs. 4 
oz. at birth, is the couple’s 
first child.

‘Police Guard Leads Pa-
rade’; The New York State 
Police Honor Guard under 
Troop-Commander Major 
P.G. Emden will lead off the 
Millerton Centennial Parade, 
according to Dick Valentine, 
a member of the celebration 
committee.

Mr. Valentine said that the 
July 27 parade will feature a 
number of other groups to be 
announced as soon as plans 

are final. The “Century Cel-
ebration” will take place on 
July 25, 26, and 27.

‘North East Historical 
Society Promotes Millerton 
Growth’; The North East His-
torical Society greets 1975 as 
Millerton’s Centennial year. 
The celebration of Millerton’s 
incorporation (1875-1975) is 
being ushered in with the new 
year. We take great pride in 
all our members who have 
contributed their efforts in 
the public study of their com-
munity in the past year, said 
Eileen Banks of the Historical 
Society.

The Historical Society is 
making plans for the town, 
with the help of Millertonian 
Richard Valentine. The time 
bomb [sic], complete with ar-
tifacts, will be buried on the 
Green in August. The Block 
Dance and the renaming of 
Parking Street also will take 
place this summer. “So ladies,” 
said Eileen Banks, “start mak-
ing your colonial gowns. And 
gentlemen, how about the 
sideburns?”

The Society would like to 
publicly thank the Millerton 
Diner for making the lights 
available for the Christmas 
tree. 

January 13, 2000

‘Tour of MES Reveals Sub-
standard Conditions’; MIL-
LERTON — As a reminder 
to the public about the dete-
riorating conditions in some 
of its buildings, the Webutuck 
School Board led audience 
members on a tour of Miller-
ton Elementary School (MES) 
this week.

If the board was looking 
for a venue to showcase the 

need for facilities improve-
ment, it found it in MES — a 
mildewed, Depression-era 
grotto with rusting pipes and 
dangling tiles.

Former MES Principal 
Gene Brooks came out of 
retirement to lead the tour. 
Just outside the auditorium 
where the Monday night 
School Board meeting took 
place, Mr. Brooks pointed out 
none of the fire alarm boxes 
were currently working.

‘Webutuck H.S. Com-
puter Lab Open to Public’; 
AMENIA — The Webutuck 
Central School District has 
announced the availability of 
the high school computer lab 
to the community. The facil-
ity will be open beginning 
Tuesday, Jan. 25, until March 
7. Technicians will be avail-
able to ensure everything is 
working well and to provide 
technical help.

Microsoft Office 97 and a 
high-speed Internet connec-
tion will be available.

Registration is required. 
Contact Barbara Bagomolny 
at the district office of Webu-
tuck High School by Jan. 19.

‘Letter To Editor — Food 
Pantry Says Many Thanks 
for Holiday Generosity’; On 
behalf of 75 families in the 
Millerton/North East area 
who received a Holiday Food 
Basket, The Millerton Food 
Pantry would like to thank all 
the individuals, merchants, 
adult and youth civic groups 
for their generous donations 
of money, food, vehicles, time 
and hard work.

Mariley S. Najdek
Beverly H. Gordon
Millerton Food Pantry

I wasn’t thrilled and inspired, 
and wept.”

Over the last three decades, 
the Carter Work Project has 
touched lives around the 
world by inspiring more than 
108,000 volunteers across 
the U.S. and in 14 countries 
to build, renovate and repair 
4,447 Habitat homes. Since its 
founding in 1976, Habitat has 
served more than 62 million 
people around the world.  

 In 2016, Habitat named 
President and Mrs. Carter 
as the inaugural Habitat Hu-
manitarians for their extraor-
dinary dedication to service 
in alignment with Habitat’s 
vision of a world where every-
one has a decent place to live.

Habitat for Humanity 
will be celebrating President 
Carter’s life of service with 
local observances. To learn 
more or to share a tribute, 
visit habitat.org.

 Habitat for Humanity 

of Dutchess County

The views expressed 
here are not necessarily 
those of The Millerton 
News and the News 
does not support or 
oppose candidates for 
public office.

 
We accept gifts, 

grants and sponsor-
ships from individuals 
and organizations for 
the general support of 
our activities, but our 
news judgments are 
made independently 
and not on the basis of 
donor support.

 
Letters to the edi-

tor deadline is 10 a.m. 

Monday for that week’s 
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Johnson’s sister, Juanita.
Commentary provided af-

ter the ceremony by U.S. Rep. 
Pat Ryan described the process 
that resulted in the awarding 
of the Medal of Honor to John-
son.

In May of 2024, Congress-
man Ryan continued ongoing 
regional efforts to upgrade 
the Silver Star which had 
been awarded in 2011 to the 
Medal of Honor by calling on 
President Biden to approve the 
change.

Ryan’s action capped 20 
years of efforts by Johnson’s 
family, friends, Arlington 
High School administrators 
and schoolmates, along with 
the men whose lives he saved 
to honor his bravery and sac-
rifice.

Among the wide-reaching 

efforts was an exhaustive study 
of Johnson and his story con-
ducted by Arlington Middle 
School students who present-
ed their research at Memorial 
Day ceremonies in Pough-
keepsie in 2001.

In 2010, Arlington High 
School dedicated Johnson Hall 
and the Wall of Remembrance, 
honoring former students who 
perished while serving in the 
military. During this dedica-
tion ceremony, a statue was 
presented depicting John-
son’s bravery in battle, citing 
seven traits of character which 
helped to define Johnson: 
loyalty, selflessness, courage, 
compassion, responsibility, 
patriotism and integrity.

Johnson is buried in Mill-
brook at Nine Partners Cem-
etery on Church Street.

COMPTROLLER Continued from Page A1

as Sen. Michelle Hinchey, 
D-41, Assemblymember Didi 
Barrett, D-106, County Legis-
lator Chris Drago, D-19, and 
Republican county executive 
Sue Serino joined Aymar-
Blair and his family for the 
ceremony which emphasized 
integrity, accountability and 
bipartisan goodwill with a 
mindset toward the needs of 
Dutchess County residents.

The ceremony began with 
a display by the color guard 
as the U.S., state, and county 
flags were carried forth for 
the recitation of the Pledge 
of Allegiance, followed by 
the singing of the national 
anthem and an invocation. 
Robin Lois provided the 
opening remarks, remind-
ing the audience of what the 
position entails. “The comp-
troller is the watchdog,” Lois 
said. “Dan will do a fantastic 
job.” The following speaker, 
Rebecca Edwards, the town 
supervisor of Poughkeep-
sie, agreed, listing the traits 
which she believes distin-
guishes Aymar-Blair. “Dan is 
the perfect person,” Edwards 
said. “He’s experienced, quali-
fied … dedicated.”

Sen. Michelle Hinchey, 
D-41, also praised Aymar-
Blair in her remarks while 
acknowledging the audience 
for making his victory pos-
sible. “Government, politics 

and running for office is a 
team sport,” said Hinchey, 
who conveyed her gratitude 
to guests at the nearly full 
Large Hall at Tymor Park in 
LaGrangeville while explain-
ing the under-the-radar role 
of the comptroller who is 
tasked with office responsi-
bilities, constituent outreach, 
oversight and operating in 
fair-minded, nonpartisan 
fashion, regardless of the 
obstacles ahead. “You need 
a comptroller with the cour-
age to stand up to both sides 
of the aisle,” Hinchey said. 
“That is Dan Aymar-Blair.” 
State Comptroller Tom Di-
Napoli agreed with Hinchey, 
citing the comptroller’s need 
to serve as a beacon, emphati-
cally stating “The most es-
sential qualification is being 
independent.”

While independence and 
fearlessness are assets for the 
position, cohesiveness and 
collaboration is equally criti-
cal. Aymar-Blair feels strongly 
about serving all county resi-
dents in a positive, productive 
manner, especially when his 
intervention is clearly needed. 
“I’m motivated by the belief 
that government can — and 
must — help out,” the incom-
ing comptroller said. “People 
are hurting. People are strug-
gling … The prescription is 
good management.”

tion on December 23 is not 
intended to deprive the public 
of meaningful opportunities 
for participation in this pro-
ceeding. “

Two local groups opposed 
to the project joined in op-
position to the latest Hecate 
filing. Sensible Solar of New 
York noted in a letter that the 
“lengthy delay, followed by fil-
ing two days before Christ-
mas, is yet another example of 
Hecate’s bad corporate char-
acter and ongoing disregard 
for public involvement in the 
siting process.”

The Birch Hill Road Neigh-
bors Association in Craryville 
wrote: “Applicant’s decision to 
file its application including 
247 documents on December 
23, 2024, during the busy holi-
day season, further reduces 
the already limited window of 
time for residents to consider 
funding requests and organize 
representation.”

Attempts to reach Hecate 

for comment were unsuc-
cessful.

An associate counsel at 
the state Office of Renew-
able Energy Siting and Elec-
tric Transmission noted that 

Hecate had filed a 60-day 
notice of intent on March 
28, 2024. Referencing Hec-
ate’s latest three-day notice, 
and asking that the town’s 
motion be denied, the coun-

sel wrote: “It has not been 
the practice of the Office to 
require Applicants to refile a 
60-Day Notice if the 60 days 
has elapsed before the appli-
cation has been filed.” 

PHOTO BY JOHN COSTON

Farmland vista where the proposed 42 megawatt Shepherd’s Run Solar Farm is 

planned along Route 23 at the entryway to the rural hamlet of Copake. 

Jimmy Carter and the White House 

solar panels: The Norfolk connection

By JENNIFER ALMQUIST

Special to The Millerton News

In 1979, at the height of a 
national energy crisis when 
OPEC countries limited the 
flow of oil to the West, U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter began 
a federal initiative to jump-
start the development and 
use of alternative energy. The 
goal of “Solar America” was 
that 20% of America’s energy 
would be renewable by the 
year 2000. Carter had solar 
panels installed on the roof of 
the White House to heat the 
water used in the West Wing. 

Norfolk’s Tom Strumolo 
was on the original team that 
installed the 32 solar pan-
els. He was part of a band of 
young, long-haired New Eng-
land solar energy mavericks 
who made history. 

As a recent Yale graduate, 
Strumolo was working in the 
new Energy Department in 
Hartford where he met Gor-
don Priess from Mystic, CT. 
He was “a heat transfer guy 
who designed water heaters, 
and became chief engineer 
of the White House project,” 
according to Strumolo. They 
learned the White House was 
taking bids for a big solar in-
stallation, and their $50,000 
bid was accepted. 

Ed Butler, a Connecticut 
native, joined the crew. But-
ler and his partner Rick Sch-
wolsky founded Sunrise Solar 
Services in Vermont in 1976. 
They gathered friends with 
skills necessary for the proj-
ect. Students from a Groton, 
Connecticut, technical school 
welded the steel framework. 
They transported it to DC on 
a flatbed truck. The General 
Services Agency (GSA) in-
stalled 1” plywood to protect 
the entire White House lawn. 
A massive crane rolled in to 
lift the entire structure to the 
roof of the West Wing.

Strumolo laughed, recall-
ing that security was very 
tight. “Our Secret Service de-
tail told us ‘We shoot to kill,’ 
so we did not mess around.” 
They had sniffer dogs check-
ing them out each day. When 

President and First Lady 
Rosalynn Carter climbed to 
the roof for an official pho-
tograph, Strumolo warned 
the President the paint was 
still wet on the metal. Carter 
said, “I am not going to mess 
up your paintjob!” Strumolo 
was more concerned about 
the President’s suit.

President Ronald Reagan 
had the solar panels removed 
from the White House in 
1981. The parts were stored 
for years in a warehouse. The 
Reagan Administration re-
duced Carter’s renewable en-
ergy program by 90%. Half of 
the White House solar panels 
were moved to Unity College 
in Maine where they heated 
the water in the dining hall 
for twelve years. Some of the 
original solar panels reside in 
the Carter Museum and the 
National Museum of Ameri-
can History. 

Jody Bronson, forester 
emeritus of Norfolk’s Great 

Mountain Forest (GMF), 
recalled, “Ed Butler’s team 
installed the solar panels on 
the White House for Jimmy 
Carter. My wife Jean and I 
have three of the panels that 
were supposedly installed on 
the White House. We can’t 
confirm this. In 1990 they 
were installed on our home in 
Falls Village by Ed Butler. The 
panels are still functional and 
have provided all the domestic 
hot water for our house for 35 
years! If more households in 
our area had done this 30 or 
40 years ago, think about how 
much energy they could have 
saved.” Bronson said there is a 
treasured can of “Billy Beer” 
in the Forestry Office at GMF. 

Butler reminisced, “I was 
really excited when we won 
the bid to work on the solar 
project at President Jimmy 
Carter’s White House. It was 
such a great opportunity for a 
relatively small New England 
solar company. It was some-
thing I believed so strongly in 
and was proud to have been a 
part of it. Since 1976, we have 
done several hundred solar 

jobs in New England.”
Strumolo remains com-

mitted to “creating adequate 
and equitable responses to our 
changing climate.” He wrote 
“Decentralizing Energy Pro-
duction” (Yale Press, 1983) and 
was a driving force behind the 
recently installed 14-acre so-
lar array at the town’s trans-
fer station. His energy audits 
have been used in thousands 
of buildings. After fifty years 
Strumolo is “still working, still 
on the path Carter inspired 
me to follow. There is so much 
work left to be done.” In 2008, 
artists from the Kunsthaus in 
Zurich created a film, “The 
Story of the Jimmy Carter 
White House Solar Installa-
tion”, which will be shown at 
the Norfolk Library in Feb-
ruary.

In the words of the late 
President Jimmy Carter, “Pes-
simism did not build America, 
it was built with vision, faith, 
and hard work. It is time to 
pull ourselves out of our na-
tional doldrums, to recognize 
our great untapped potential 
and resources, to build a more 
prosperous, self-reliant fu-
ture.” Had the original solar 
panels remained in use on 
the White House they could 
have saved 20,000 gallons of 
heating oil.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ED BUTLER

1979: President Jimmy 

Carter standing next to 

chief engineer Gordon 

Priess, Rick Schwolsky 

on the left foreground, 

and Ed Butler on the 

right, checking out the 

newly installed solar 

panels on the roof of the 

White House.

PHOTO BY JENNIFER ALMQUIST

Tom Strumolo of Nor-

folk, Conn., founder 

Energy General LLC, 

was on the crew that 

installed solar panels 

on the roof of the White 

House for President 

Jimmy Carter in 1979.
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The Lakeville 
Journal’s Bad 
Cinema desk 

sincerely hopes everyone 
had something better 
to do last summer than 
sit inside and watch 
appallingly bad movies. 
Anything would do. 
Hiking. Antiquing. Going 
for coffee.  

Even — and we real-
ize this is strong stuff — 
writing poetry. 

But now, winter is 
here. For those looking 
to while away the hours 
during the hiberna-
tion period, here are 
five more of the most 
spectacularly bad flicks 
currently available on 
streaming services such 
as Tubi, Freevee, and 
Sickee, not to mention 
Plex, Yecch and Blecch. 

“Silent Madness” 
(1984): This ‘80s slasher 
was originally in 3D. 
Nobody cares but there 
it is. The best film ever 
shot in Nyack, New York, 
the cast includes some 
names regular people 
may have seen in normal 
movies. Loony bin in 
New Jersey lets psycho 
killer out by mistake, 
and psycho killer starts 
picking off sorority girls. 
Starts off nicely with 
death by vise grip, but 
then a whole lot of plot 
intervenes. Really bad 
mise-en-scene. As Jean-
Luc Godard once said, 
“Le pfui.” 

“Deliria” aka “Stage 
Fright” (1987): Italian 

slasher, in which the cast 
and crew of a play about 
a serial killer called the 
Night Owl are locked 
into the theater by the 
tyrannical director 
until they get the darn 
thing right.  Well, the 
joke’s on Mr. Big Shot 
Director because local 
psycho Wallace is also 
in the theater, and he 
starts killing everybody. 
And he does this while 
dressed as a big owl. 
With plucky heroine and 
ambiguous ending. 

“Truck Turner” 
(1974): Isaac Hayes 
is Truck Turner, bail 
bondsman and smooth 
lover, forced by cir-
cumstances beyond 
his control to clean 
up the streets and get 
his jailbird girlfriend 
a kitten. With gratu-
itous nekkidity and 
unironic fried chicken. 
The terrific soundtrack 
by Hayes adds a great 
deal, with toe-tapping, 
car-crashing numbers 
such as “Pursuit of the 
Pimpmobile,” “Hospital 
Shootout,” and “Drink-
ing.”  

“Exterminators of the 
Year 3000” (1983): Aka 
“Mildly Miffed Max,” this 
Road Warrior rip-off was 
made in Italy and Spain 
for about $11.87 (that’s 
$37.62 in today’s dol-
lars). The big difference 
between this and the 
Mad Max films, besides 

Continued on next page

When Seth 
Rogovoy, 
acclaimed 

author, critic, and cul-
tural commentator of 
“The Rogovoy Report” on 
WAMC Northeast Public 
Radio, was asked to lead 
a talkback at The Tri-
plex in Great Barrington 
following a screening 
of the Bob Dylan biopic 
“A Complete Unknown,” 
he took on the task with 
a thoughtful and mea-
sured approach.

“I really try to fos-
ter a conversation and 
keep my opinions about 
the film to myself,” said 
Rogovoy before the event 
on Sunday, Jan. 5. “I want 
to let people talk about 
how they felt about it 
and then I ask follow-up 
questions, or people ask 
me questions. I don’t 
reveal a lot about my 
feelings until the end.”

The film, directed by 
James Mangold and star-
ring Timothée Chalamet 
as Bob Dylan, portrays 
young Dylan’s arrival 
in Greenwich Village 
during the early 1960s. 
The film depicts his 
interactions with key fig-
ures like Woody Guthrie, 
Pete Seeger, Joan Baez, 
and Suze Rotolo (called 

Sylvie Russo in the film), 
while also exploring 
Dylan’s evolution from 
performing traditional 
folk songs to writing his 
own, including iconic 
tracks like “Blowin’ in 
the Wind.” The narrative 
touches on his struggles 
with fame, identity, and 
the pressure to con-
form, culminating in his 
controversial electric 
performance at the 1965 
Newport Folk Festival. 

“I went into seeing 
the film with an open 
mind,” said Rogovoy, 
“recognizing that this 
film is not for me. It’s not 

PHOTO BY NATALIA ZUKERMAN

Seth Rogovoy at the screening of “A Complete Unknown” at The Triplex.

FILM: PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Continued on B3

PHOTO COURTESY IMDB.COM

A scene from “Exterminators of the Year 3000”

FILM: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

EDUCATION: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

for ‘Dylanologists,’ for 
experts. It’s a Hollywood 
film. I don’t think it 
does harm, but I think it 
doesn’t do a lot of what it 
could have done.”

The film presents a 
sentimental narrative 
with many historical in-
accuracies. “According to 
Elijah Wald, whose book 
the film is based on, he 
said he likes the film but 
that it’s entirely fiction-
al,” said Rogovoy.

The talkback itself 
was lively, with audience 
members sharing their 
thoughts on the film’s 
nostalgic appeal and 

its historical inaccura-
cies. Several attendees 
mentioned how the film 
helped them relive the 
cultural transformation 
of the era. 

“It brings to mind the 
first time I heard that 
music, and the change 
it had on our culture,” 
shared one audience 
member. 

Another attendee, 
who was just a baby 
during the time period 
depicted in the film, 
said, “I loved how much 
of his music they did 

On Thursday, Jan. 
2, the David M. 
Hunt Library in 

Falls Village, Conn., host-
ed a joy-filled “Bunny 
Story Hour with Piper 
and Otis the Rabbit.” Otis 
is the 8-year-old beloved 
pet rabbit of Piper and 
Walter Peterson, who 
live in Falls Village. “I 
guess she’s about 50 in 
bunny years,” said Piper. 

Brittany Spear-Baron, 
the library’s assistant 
director and youth pro-
gramming coordinator, 
curates the twice-a-week 
(Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at 10:30 a.m.) themed 
story-time for children. 
“We usually get kids aged 
1 to 4 years old, but it’s 
a wider range right now 
because of the holiday.”

Once the children 
were seated, Piper ex-
plained how to care for 
Otis— from feeding, to 
cleaning, to his sleeping 
needs. “Otis is noctur-
nal,” Piper explained. 
Piper then read several 
books to the group that 
she had selected about 
rabbits.

Spear-Baron said, 
“It’s a fun way for kids 
to meet each other and 
have some community 
time.”

For more information 
about ongoing programs 
and special events at the 
library, visit: huntlibrary.
org

PHOTO BY NATALIA ZUKERMAN

Piper Peterson 
reading to  
the group.



On planting a Yellowwood tree

... The Triplex
Continued from previous page

As an inveterate 
collector of all 
possibly winter 

hardy East coast native 
shrubs and trees, I take 
a rather expansive view 
of the term “native”; 
anything goes as long as 
it grows along the East 
coast. After I killed those 
impenetrable thickets of 
Asiatic invasive shrubs 
and vines which sur-
rounded our property, I 
suddenly found myself 
with plenty of open 
planting space.

That’s when, a few 
years ago, I also plant-
ed a Yellowwood tree, 
(Cladastris kentukea). It 
is a rare, medium-sized 
tree in the legume fami-
ly—spectacular when in 
bloom and golden yellow 
in fall.  In the wild, it has 
a very disjointed distri-
bution in southeastern 
states, yet a large speci-
men, obviously once part 
of a long-gone garden, 
has now become part 
of the woods bordering 
Route 4 on its highest 
point between Sharon 
and Cornwall.

It has always intrigued 
me that so many species, 
whose native ranges 
today are much further 
south, grow so well here.  
Besides Yellowwood, 
that includes, for exam-
ple, the Bald Cypress 
(Taxodium distichum) of 
southern swamps whose 
natural range reaches 
into southern New Jersey. 
However, it also grows in 
Litchfield hills gardens 
and, incongruously, even 
as a street tree in New 
York. Among others are 
PawPaw (Asimia trilo-
ba), Carolina silverbell 
(Halesia carolina), Amer-
ican snowbell (Styrax 
americanus), Redbud 
(Cercis canadensis), and 
Sourwood (Oxydendron 
arboreum), a good-sized 
tree with white flowering 
racemes and outstand-
ing brilliant, deep red 
fall foliage.  Besides our 
local swamp and Pinxter 
azaleas, others that are 
very hardy here include 
the early-flowering Pink-
shell azalea (Rhododen-
dron vaseyi) of the North 
Carolina mountains and  

from the mountains of 
Georgia, the rare-in-
the-wild, July-flowering 
Plumleaf azalea,  (R. 
prunifolium). Robust 
and larger in habit and 
most stunning of all is 
the Flame azalea (R. 
calendulaceum), which 
historically grew as far 
north as southeast New 
York, where it is now 
extirpated.

After some research, 
I learned that Cladastris 
kentukea might have 
grown over a much 
wider and more north-
ern area, but during the 
last glaciation episode, 
it survived in the wild 
only in those isolated 
southern locations. That 
it survived at all so close 
to the glaciers edge is 
in itself an indication of 
cold hardiness. It is es-
timated, based on fossil 
plant and pollen records, 
that with the retreat of 
the icecap around 16,000 
years ago, trees migrat-
ed again northward at 
a rate of approximately 
50 km per century.  This 
may apply to prolific 
sprouters such as ma-
ples, ashes and oaks, but 
it could be much slower, 
I suspect, for the many 
rarer plants which don’t 
get around by wind, 
squirrels, and birds, or 
are—unlike our common 
trees—finnicky to sprout 

from seeds.  I can also 
imagine how many of the 
rarer trees and shrubs, 
for example Fringetree 
(Chionanthus virgini-
cus), became collateral 
damage during the 19th 
century clearcutting for 
charcoal and farming.  
In any case, Yellowwood 
didn’t manage to recol-
onize its former range, 
and a similar scenario 
may apply to those other 
woody plants with a 
more southerly distribu-
tion today but that are 
perfectly hardy up here.

Climate change, 
which used to occur over 
millennia, now seems 
to happen within half a 
century. Birds, like the 
Carolina wren, can adapt 
quickly and become 
abundant after just a 
few warm winters—but 
plants are stuck.  They 
need help to keep up 
with such rapid change. 
In the case of trees and 
shrubs, human garden-
ers can assist them in 
expanding their ranges 
into areas that are now 
warm enough for them 
to live thrive again.  

I bought a sapling Wa-
ter tupelo (Nyssa aquat-
ica), native to southern 
swamps, from a Missouri 
nursery. It has survived 
two winters so far—al-
beit quite mild ones—in 
a woody swamp here at 

1100ft elevation. One 
hundred years from 
now, who knows—ugar 
maples, which thrive 
in cold, snowy winters, 
might be replaced with 
sweetgum (Liquidam-
bar styraciflua), a more 
southern hardwood.  

I found space for trees 
by clearing thickets of 
invasives. The modern 
trend of transforming ex-
cessively large lawns into 
natural meadows also 
provides an opportunity 
to plant native trees with 
an understory of shrubs 
and ferns, whether as a 
stand-alone copse or a 
forest edge. This is not 
meant to replace flowers 
and grasses but to com-
plement them, based 
on the understanding 
that, in our region, the 
primary ecosystem is 
forest—an exceptionally 
species-rich one to boot, 
with over a half dozen 
oaks alone.  

Compared to watch-
ing grass grow, watching 
a tree—any tree—grow is 
almost exciting, given a 
bit of patience. Early on, 
protection against deer 
is necessary, but later, 
maintenance is relative-
ly minimal; the leaves 
can simply fall and stay 
where they may.

Fritz Mueller lives in 
Sharon.

PHOTO BY FRITZ MUELLER

The author planted this Yellowwood tree a few years ago on some of his 
open space.

NATURE: FRITZ MUELLER
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At The 
Movies WHDD AM 1020  

Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 01/10 > THU 01/16 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

OH, CANADA

NOSFERATU

✴ LOVE MOVIES? BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!✴

A COMPLETE 
UNKNOWN
MUFASA

Sat. January 11 @ 7:00 PM

OH,CANADA
 +Q&A with Zach Shaffer

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 6 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

CHECK OUR 
WEBSITE FOR 

UPCOMING  
SHOWTIMES

play. It wasn’t just one 
verse and then cut away. 
I really got a renewed 
appreciation for his ge-
nius. I’m going full Dylan 
when I get home.”

While Rogovoy’s 
approach during the 
talkback was to facilitate 
discussion, audience 
members were eager to 
hear his analysis. His 
2009 book, “Bob Dylan: 
Prophet Mystic Poet” 
explores Dyan’s connec-
tion to Jewish liturgy. In 
contrast to “A Complete 
Unknown,” Rogovoy 
offered a reminder of 
“I’m Not There,” the 2007 
experimental musical 
drama co-written and 
directed by Todd Haynes 
where six actors por-
trayed different facets of 
Dylan’s persona. He de-
scribed the film’s nonlin-
ear narrative as offering 
what he called “a Dylan-
esque portrayal” of the 
artist, capturing more of 
the complexity of Dylan’s 
identity. Rogovoy char-
acterized Chalamet’s 
portrayal as “one note.”

“And how do we know 
about the essence of 
Bob Dylan at that time?” 
asked Rogovoy. “Well, 
because there are a 
number of documentary 
films with footage of that 
time, which I’m sure that 
they (the filmmakers and 
cast) all viewed again 

and again. My under-
standing of Chalamet’s 
preparation was that he 
really immersed himself 
in everything to be a 
credible Bob Dylan. But 
in the end, I just found 
him to be entirely mono-
chromatic.”

The screening and 
talkback provided a 
nuanced platform for 
discussing “A Complete 
Unknown”—a film that, 
while not without flaws, 
ignited a conversation 
about Bob Dylan’s influ-
ence and his enigmatic 
role in shaping American 
music and culture. 

Fire & Ice event 
at Stissing Center 
kicks off 2025 season

On Saturday, Jan. 18, 
the Stissing Center in 
Pine Plains will host 
its Fire & Ice event, a 
celebratory kickoff and 
unveiling of its 2025 
season. The evening 
fundraiser will consist 
of a cocktail party and 
a performance and will 
also serve as also the 
introduction of the sea-
son’s theme, “Find Your 
Center.”

After a cocktail hour 
complete with a signa-
ture Winter Margarita 
and delicious food, there 
will be a 90-minute 
show demonstrating the 
variety of arts enter-
tainment ticket holders 
can expect this season. 
Musical artists include 
Will Lawrence from the 
Felice Brothers, Alec Sis-
co, The Stissing Climb-

ers (a bluegrass band), 
and Sophia Zhou, the 
Stissing Center’s direc-
tor of chamber music, 
playing Gershwin. The 
evening will feature two 
brief dance pieces curat-
ed by Catherine Tharin, 
along with the premiere 
of “Mr. Marty Pants,” a 
short comedy written 
and directed by the 
Stissing Center’s new ex-
ecutive director, Patrick 
Trettenero, filmed in 
Pine Plains. Comedian 
and Pine Plains resident 
Rachel Lenihan will 
emcee the event. 

“I’m thrilled to have a 
fun, festive way to show 
off the promise of the 
amazing new season at 
Stissing Center,” said 
Trettenero. 

For tickets, visit thes-
tissingcenter.org

PHOTO PROVIDED



TRI-CORNER CALENDAR
Items are printed as space permits. Submit calendar items to editor@lakevillejournal.com

 JANUARY 10
Banned Book Club

David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

On Friday, Jan. 10 at 4 
p.m. the David M. Hunt 
Library and the Falls 
Village Equity Project 
will host a Banned Book 
Club. This month we will 
be discussing the book 
"My Sister's Keeper" by 
Jodi Picoult. Copies of 
the book are available at 
the library. This group 
is open to anyone high 
school aged and older.

Lunch and Learn at 
Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon
Hotchkiss Library of Sharon, 
10 Upper Main St., Sharon, 
Conn. hotchkisslibrary.org

Beginning Jan. 10, join us 
on the second and fourth 
Fridays of every month 
for a nutritious lunch 
and a variety of activities 
including movies, chair 
yoga, Qigong, crafts, 
Scrabble, cards, and 
more! The program runs 
through September 
2025, with activities 
changing each session. 
Pre-registration required; 
limited to 12 participants 
per session.

Register for Jan. 10: 
hotchkisslibrary.libcal.
com/event/13742089

Register for January 24: 
hotchkisslibrary.libcal.
com/event/13742094

For more info, call 
(860) 364-5041 or visit 
hotchkisslibraryofsharon.
org.

 JANUARY 11
Hotspot: Paintings by Kit 

White
Cornwall Library, 30 
Pine St., Cornwall, Conn. 
cornwalllibrary.org

Cornwall Library 
presents Hotspot, an 
exhibition of dramatic 
paintings by Kit White, 
inspired by California 
wildfires and climate 
change. Featuring 
White's innovative 
technique of embedding 
photographs in oil 
paint, the works offer 
a powerful, layered 
response to the 
apocalyptic imagery of 
wildfire and memory.
Kit White, a New 
York-based artist and 
writer, has exhibited 
widely, including 
at the Guggenheim 
Museum, and is known 
for his exploration of 
photography’s impact 
on our perception of the 
world. The exhibition 
will be on view from 
Jan. 11 to Feb. 22. 
There will be an Artist’s 
Reception on Saturday, 
Jan. 11, 5 to 7 p.m. 
(Registration requested: 
cornwalllibrary.org/
events)

Connecticut's Foxes
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

Join Ginny Apple, Master 
Wildlife Conservationist, 
on Jan. 11 at 1 p.m. for a 
talk about Connecticut's 
two species of fox: the 
Red Fox and the tree-
climbing Grey Fox. Learn 
about their roles in the 
ecosystem and their 
fascinating behaviors. 
Free and open to the 
public.

 JANUARY 12
A.J. Croce: Croce Plays 

Croce – The Jim Croce 
Birthday Bash
Warner Theatre – Oneglia 
Auditorium, 68 Main St., 
Torrington, Conn.

On Sunday, Jan. 12, at 7 
p.m., join A.J. Croce for 
a heartfelt tribute to his 
father, Jim Croce, in this 
emotional, high-energy 
performance. Featuring 
iconic hits like "Bad, Bad 
Leroy Brown" and "Time 
in a Bottle," A.J. Croce 
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jewelers, gemologists, appraisers

— Five Generat ions of Expertise —

With a global network of  clients McTeigue & Co. is able to pay highly 
competitive prices for your diamonds and precious jewelry. If  you have pieces that 

you are considering selling please contact us to arrange for a consultation. 

— By Appointment Only  —

413-449-5275  •  mctandco.com  •  great barrington

BUYING GOLD, DIAMONDS
& ESTATE JEWELRY

est. 1895

EXPERT EVALUATIONS WHILE YOU WAIT  •  COMPETITIVE PRICES

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT  •  NO COST OR OBLIGATION

Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Hand (Spanish)
 5. Siskel and __, critics
 10. Seaman
 12. Chemical weapon
 14. One who eliminates
 16. � ey precede C
 18. Baseball stat
 19. Americans’ “uncle”
 20. Cassia tree
 22. Surround
 23. Crisp and Pebbles are 

two
 25. A sudden very loud 

sound
 26. A�  rmative
 27. Disadvantage
 28. Corpuscle count 

(abbr.)
 30. OJ trial judge
 31. New York art district
 33. Become more bleak
 35. Upstate NY city
 37. Clari� ed butters 
 38. One who witnesses
 40. Condemn
 41. __ juris
 42. Natural
 44. Prohibit
 45. Swiss river
 48. Greek war god
 50. 5 iron
 52. New Zealand 

mountain parrot
 53. Scandinavian surname
 55. Follows sigma
 56. Doctor of Education
 57. Spanish be
 58. One that feeds on bugs
 63. Tooth issue
 65. Get into
 66. Lumps of clay
 67. Overly studious 

student

CLUES DOWN
 1. Variety of Chinese
 2. Boxing’s GOAT
 3. Japanese classical 

theater
 4. Prayer
 5. Inspire with love
 6. Ballplayers’ accessory
 7. Retailer payment 

system
 8. More raw
 9. Atomic #81
 10. Fencing sword
 11. Hostilities
 13. Sea dweller

 15. Resinlike substance 
secreted by certain insects

 17. Businessmen
 18. Rest here please (abbr.)
 21. Loud devices
 23. Make a so�  murmuring 

sound
 24. One point west of due 

south
 27. Trout
 29. Type of grass
 32. South American plant 
 34. Letter of the Greek 

alphabet
 35. Not secure
 36. Traveler
 39. Sweet potato
 40. Period a� er sunrise and 

before sunset
 43. Some are choppy
 44. Asian country
 46. Genus of mosquitoes
 47. Cool!

January 2 Solution

January 2 Solution

Sudoku

 49. Shrill, wailing sound
 51. A baglike structure in 

a plant or animal
 54. Within
 59. Unhappy
 60. Decorate a cake with 

frosting
 61. Videocassette recorder
 62. Largest English 

dictionary (abbr.)
 64. It cools a home

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.
Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.

Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 
Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

1. Boxing match interval

2. Canal transport vessel

4. A stanza in poetry

5. Australian Open starts Jan. 12

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

3. Square root of nine

P          A             S          T          E

R          O             A          S          T

S           T             A          I           R

S           T             A         R           K

S           T             A         R           T

celebrates the timeless 
legacy of Jim Croce, while 
showcasing his own 
remarkable music.

Tickets start at $49. Visit 
warnertheatre.org or call 
(860) 489-7180 for tickets.

 JANUARY 16
The Devil's Element: 

Phosphorus and a 
World Out of Balance - 
Book Talk with author 
Dan Egan
Lovejoy Auditorium, Cary 
Institute, Millbrook, N.Y.

On Thursday, Jan. 16 at 7 
p.m., in person at Cary's 
Lovejoy Auditorium or 
virtually, watch author 

Dan Egan give a book 
talk. Phosphorus can 
be both lethal and life-
giving. Can we find a 
phosphorus balance, 
so that we can have 
food on the table and 
healthy waters? In his 
latest book, The Devil's 

Element: Phosphorus 
and a World Out of 
Balance, Pulitzer Prize 
finalist Dan Egan 
investigates the past, 
present, and future of 
what has been called “the 
oil of our time.”

SWSA film premiers  
at Colonial on Jan. 11

“The Jump,” a docu-
mentary about Salisbury 
Winter Sports Associa-
tion (SWSA) , will show 
on Saturday, Jan. 11, at 
the Colonial Theatre, 27 
Railroad Street in North 
Canaan. The event is free 
to the first 120 attend-
ees on a first come, first 
served basis.

The hour-long film 
was written, produced 
and directed by Rich 
Hanley, a Grammy-nom-
inated filmmaker and 
professor emeritus at 
Quinnipiac University 
and covers the histo-
ry of Satre Hill from its 
beginnings in the 1920s 
through 2014.

Featured in the doc-
umentary is Roy Sher-
wood, a hometown hero 
who overcame a bout of 
polio to compete in the 
1956 Olympics.

The doors open for the 
event at 5:30 p.m. with 
the film showing at 6 p.m. 
with remarks by Hanley. 
Also in attendance will be 
the film’s videographer 
Brad O’Connor, film ed-
itor Jim O’Connor and 
narrator Brian Smith.

C o m p l i m e n t a r y 
snacks will be provided 
by The Black Rabbit Bar 
and Grille.

After the documenta-
ry’s debut, it will air on 
Connecticut Public TV 
(CPTV) on the following 
dates: Jan. 13 at 10 p.m., 
Jan. 15 at 2 p.m., and Jan. 
18 at 7 p.m. It will also air 
on CPTV Spirit on Jan. 
22 at 7 p.m., Jan. 25 at 
4 p.m. and Jan. 27 at 10 
p.m.

To learn more about 
SWSA’s plans, programs 
and Jumpfest 2025 visit 
jumpfest.org.

... Schlock and Awful
Continued from B1

talent, is in this one it’s 
water, not gasoline, that 
everybody’s after. There 
are a lot of cars crashing 
around and some weird 
dialogue that doesn’t 
make much sense and 
girls in leather pants 
which must have been 
really uncomfortable in 
the desert. 

“Shrunken Heads” 
(1994): Here at The 
Lakeville Journal’s Bad 
Cinema desk, we like to 

save the worst for last. 
This flick, brought to you 
from the entire Elfman 
family, neatly and con-
cisely explains why it’s 
never a good idea to get 
too close to your local 
voodoo practitioner. (A 
simple “Hello, how are 
you?” will suffice.) This 
incredibly strange film 
should have made “Eat 
Da Whizzo” a national 
catchphrase, but didn’t. 
With shrunken head sex, 
sort of, and righteous 
retribution against the 
bad guys. Highly recom-
mended, especially if 
you’re in traction. 

To advertise your event, call (860) 435-9873  
or email advertising@lakevillejournal.com

In last week's WotW, the 
'T' in ROAST should have 

appeared green.
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LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notice

GENERAL GEORGE 
LLC, a domestic LLC, 
filed with the SSNY on 
12/12/2024, Office location: 
DUTCHESS COUNTY, NY. 
SSNY is designated as agent 
upon which process against 
the LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
4957 NY-22 Amenia, NY 
12501. Purpose: any lawful.

01-02-25
01-09-25
01-16-25
01-23-25
01-30-25
02-06-25

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation of 

Pretty Little Closet, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 11/15/24.Office location: 
Dutchess County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Crystal Smith 124 
Sharon Road, Millerton, NY 
12546. Purpose: any lawful 
act or activity.

12-12-24
12-19-24
12-26-24
01-02-25
 01-09-25
01-16-25

Legal Notice
Notice of formation of 

Timothy Capowski LLC.
Articles of Organization 

filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 
December 2, 2023. Office 
location: P.O. Box 785, 42 
Maple Avenue, Millbrook, 
NY, 12545, Dutchess County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of the process 
to the LLC: P.O. Box 785, 42 
Maple Avenue, Millbrook, 
NY, 12545. Purpose: law 
practice (appellate litigation 
and consulting).

01-09-25
01-16-25
01-23-25
01-30-25
02-06-25
02-13-25

Legal Notice
Notice of formation of 

limited liability company. 
Articles of Organization of 
BLACK BARN EVs LLC 
were filed on September 27, 
2024 with the Secreretary of 
State of New York. The LLC 
has an office in Dutchess 
County, NY. The NY Sec of 
State is designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against LLC may be served. 
The SSNY shall mail process 
to: 17 South Quaker Hill 
Road, Pawling NY 12564. 
The LLC does not have a 
specific date of dissolution. 
The purpose of the LLC is 
to engage in any lawful act.

01-09-25
01-16-25
01-23-25
01-30-25
02-06-25
02-13-25

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

TOWN OF AMENIA 
ZONING BOARD OF 

APPEALS
AREA VARIANCE 

RELATED TO 
PROPERTY LOCATED 

AT
189 AMENIA UNION 

ROAD, AMENIA NEW 
YORK

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that, pursuant to 
Section 121-59(G) of the 
Town of Amenia Zoning 
Code, a public hearing 
will be held by the Zoning 
Board of Appeals (ZBA) of 
the Town of Amenia, New 
York, on January 21st, 2025 
at 6:00 PM.

Applicants Michael Levin 
and Laurence De Segonzac-
Levin (the “Applicants”) 
seek an area variance from 
the Zoning Law with regard 
to Applicants’ request to 
subdivide a 62.896-acre 
parcel located at 189 
Amenia Union Road, Tax 
Parcel # 132000-7266-(the 
“Property,”) previously 
amended by a lot line 
adjustment filed as Map 
# 12830). The Property 
is located in the Rural 
Agricultural (“RA”) Zoning 
District and is subject to a 
10-acre minimum lot size 
requirement pursuant to the 
Zoning Law Dimensional 
Table in Section 121-11B. 
Applicants seek an area 
variance of 1.281-acres to 
create an 8.719-acre parcel 
(“Lot 1”) and a 53.177-acre 
parcel (“Lot 2”).

A copy of the application 
is on file in the Planning/
Zoning Office, 2nd Floor 
for public viewing and 
i nsp e c t i on ,  Mond ay -
Thursday, 9-3 P.M by 
appointment. Please call 
845-373-8860 X 122 or email 
jwestfall@ameniany.gov for 
comments or questions.

John T. Metcalfe
Chairman

Zoning Board of Appeals
Town Of Amenia

01-09-25

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

TOWN OF AMENIA
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that the Town Board 
of the Town of Amenia 
will conduct a PUBLIC 
HEARING on the 16th day 
of January, 2025, at 7:00 P.M. 
at the Town Hall, Town of 
Amenia, 4988 Route 22, 
Amenia, New York 12501, 
at which time all parties in 
interest and citizens shall 
have an opportunity to be 
heard as to whether the 
Town Board of the Town of 
Amenia shall adopt “Local 
Law No. ___ of the Year 
2024, Repealing Local Law 
No. 1 of 2022 and Opting-In 
to Allow Retail Dispensaries 
within the Town of Amenia”.

P L E A S E  T A K E 
FURTHER NOTICE that 
the purpose and intent of 
the proposed Local Law is 
to repeal Local Law No. 1 
of 2022, and opt-in to allow 

cannabis retail dispensaries 
within the Town of Amenia.

P L E A S E  T A K E 
FURTHER NOTICE that the 
Proposed Action is a Type 
II Action pursuant to the 
provisions of the New York 
State Environmental Quality 
Review Act (SEQRA) and 
the regulations adopted 
thereunder at 6 NYCRR 
Part 617 and therefore, no 
further review is required 
under SEQRA.

 P L E A S E  TA K E 
FURTHER NOTICE that a 
copy of the proposed Local 
Law No. ___ of the Year 
2024 is available for review 
and inspection at the Office 
of the Town Clerk during 
regular office hours, at the 
Town Hall, Town Hall, 4988 
Route 22, Amenia New York 
and on the Town’s website at 
www.ameniany.gov.

P L E A S E  T A K E 
FURTHER NOTICE that 
the adoption of this Local 
Law is subject to a Permissive 
Referendum.

Dated: Amenia, New 
York

December 19, 2024
BY ORDER OF THE 

TOWN BOARD
DAWN MARIE 

KLINGNER
TOWN CLERK

01-09-25

NOTICE OF RECEIPT 
OF TAX ROLL AND 

WARRANT
2025

TAKE NOTICE, that 
I, Dawn Marie Klingner, 
the undersigned Collector 
of Taxes of the Town of 
Amenia, County of Dutchess 
and State of New York, have 
duly received the tax roll and 
warrant for the collection 
of taxes within the Town 
of Amenia for the year 
2025, and that I will attend 
at 4988 Route 22, Amenia 
from January 2, 2025 to 
February 28, 9:00 o’clock 
in the forenoon to 2:00 
o’clock in the afternoon on 
each day, excepting Fridays, 
Saturdays, Sundays and 
holidays for the purpose of 
receiving the taxes listed on 
the said roll.

 TA K E  F U RT H E R 
NOTICE, that taxes may be 
paid on or before February 
28, 2025. On all taxes received 
after such date, there shall be 
an additional one percent for 
each additional month or 
fraction thereof thereafter 
until such taxes are paid or 
until the return of unpaid 
taxes to the county treasurer 
pursuant to law.

January to February 28, 
0% (percent) penalty;

March 1 to March 31- 2% 
(percent) penalty;

April 1 to April 30 - 3% 
(percent) penalty;

May 1 to June 2 - 4% 
(percent) penalty;

June 1 until settlement 
with County Treasurer, 5% 
(percent).

In addition, after May 15, 
a fee of $2.00 will be added 
for each parcel.

TA K E  F U R T H E R 

NOTICE, that pursuant 
to the provisions of law 
the tax roll of the Town of 
Amenia will be returned 
to the County Treasurer of 
the County of Dutchess on 
the 2nd day of June. Dated 
December 27, 2024.

Dawn Marie Klingner
Amenia Tax Collector

01-09-25

RESOLUTION
NO. 130 of 2024

RE: INTRODUCING 
PROPOSED “LOCAL 

LAW NO. ___ OF 
THE YEAR 2024, TO 
AMEND CHAPTER 
121 OF THE TOWN 

CODE, ‘ZONING’, TO 
REGULATE ADULT-USE 

CANNABIS RETAIL 
DISPENSARIES” 

WHEREAS, the Town 
Board of the Town of Amenia 
previously opted-out of 
allowing the licensing and 
establishment of adult-use 
cannabis retail dispensaries 
within the Town of Amenia 
by adoption of Local Law 
No. 1 of 2022; and

WHEREAS, the Town 
Board has now determined 
that adult-use cannabis 
retail dispensaries should 
be permitted within the 
Town of Amenia and has 
introduced a local law to 
repeal Local Law No. 1 of 
2022 and allow adult-use 
cannabis retail dispensaries 
within the Town of Amenia; 
and

WHEREAS, it has come 
to the attention of the Town 
Board that Chapter 121 
entitled “Zoning” is in need 
of being amended in order to 
regulate adult-use cannabis 
retail dispensaries to protect 
neighboring properties and 
the health and welfare of 
the community and provide 
provisions that govern the 
time, place and manner of 
adult-use cannabis retail 
dispensary operations; and

 WHEREAS, the Town 
Board determines that the 
proposed action is a Type I 
Action pursuant to Article 
8 of the Environmental 
Conservation Law, Part 617 
NYCRR (commonly known 
as “SEQRA”), which requires 
that a Full Environmental 
Assessment Form (FEAF) 
be completed prior to 
adoption; and

WHEREAS, the Town 
Board has reviewed Part 1 of 
the FEAF completed by the 
Town’s Planning Consultant, 
a copy of which is annexed 
hereto and made a part 
hereof; and

W H E R E A S ,  t h e 
proposed Local Law is an 
action for which there are no 
other involved agencies and, 
therefore, the Town Board is, 
by default, the Lead Agency 
for this Action.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE 
IT RESOLVED as follows:

1.The recitations above 
set forth are incorporated 
in this Resolution as if fully 
set forth and adopted herein.

2.The Town Board hereby 
introduces for consideration 

of its adoption proposed 
“Local Law No. ____ of 
the Year 2024, to Amend 
Chapter 121 of the Town 
Code, ‘Zoning’, to Regulate 
Adult-Use Cannabis Retail 
Dispensaries” in the form 
annexed hereto.

3 .The Town B oard 
has  deter mine d  t hat 
the enactment of the 
aforementioned Local 
Law is a Type I Action 
p u r s u a nt  t o  A r t i c l e 
8 of the Environmental 
Conservation Law, Part 
617 NYCRR (commonly 
known as “SEQRA”) and 
reserves its obligation to 
make a determination of 
significance until after the 
public hearing.

4.The Town Board is the 
only agency having approval 
authority for the adoption 
of this Local Law and is 
therefore Lead Agency for 
the purpose of SEQRA.

5.The Town Board hereby 
schedules a Public Hearing 
regarding the proposed 
adoption of the annexed 
Local Law for 7:00 P.M., on 
the 16th day of January, 2025, 
to be held at Town Hall, 4988 
Route 22, Amenia, New 
York, and the Town Clerk 
is directed to post a Notice 
of Public Hearing in the 
Town’s official newspaper, 
the Millerton News, and on 
the sign board maintained 
by the Town Clerk in Town 
Hall not less than ten (10) 
days prior to said public 
hearing date, and that 
such notice shall be in the 
following form.

6.The Town Board further 
directs the Town Clerk to act 
as follows with respect to the 
proposed Local Law:

a. to serve a copy of this 
Resolution, the annexed 
proposed Local Law, Part 1 
of the Full Environmental 
Assessment Form and 
Notice of Public Hearing to 
the municipal clerk of each 
abutting municipality not 
less than ten (10) days prior 
to said public hearing; and

b.to serve a copy of this 
Resolution, the annexed 
proposed Local Law and Part 
1 of the Full Environmental 
Ass essment  For m to 
the Dutchess  County 
Department of Planning and 
Development for advisory 
review in accordance with 
§§ 239-l and 239-m of the 
General Municipal Law; and

c.to serve a copy of this 
Resolution, the annexed 
proposed Local Law and 
Notice of Public Hearing 
to the Town of Amenia 
Planning Board for its review 
and recommendation prior 
to said public hearing.

Motion made by C/
Winters

Seconded by S/Blackman
The foregoing resolution 

was voted upon with all 
councilmembers voting as 
follows:

Supervisor Blackman 
Aye   

 C o u n c i l m e m b e r 
Rebillard Aye

Councilmember Hamm 

Aye  
C o u n c i l m e m b e r 

Winters Aye  
C o u n c i l m e m b e r 

Ahearn Absent
Dated: Amenia, New 

York
D e c e m b e r  1 9 , 

2024 DAWN MARIE 
K L I N G N E R ,  T O W N 
CLERK

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

TOWN OF AMENIA
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that the Town Board 
of the Town of Amenia 
will conduct a PUBLIC 
HEARING on the 16th day 
of January, 2025, at 7:00 P.M. 
at the Town Hall, Town of 
Amenia, 4988 Route 22, 
Amenia, New York 12501, 
at which time all parties 
in interest and citizens 
shall have an opportunity 
to be heard as to whether 
the Town Board of the 
Town of Amenia shall adopt 
“Local Law No. ___ of 
the Year 2024, to Amend 
Chapter 121 of the Town 
Code, ‘Zoning’, to Regulate 
Adult-Use Cannabis Retail 
Dispensaries”.

P L E A S E  T A K E 
FURTHER NOTICE that 
the purpose and intent of 
the proposed Local Law is to 
regulate adult-use cannabis 
retail dispensaries to protect 
neighboring properties and 
the health and welfare of 
the community and provide 
provisions that governs the 
time, place and manner of 
adult-use cannabis retail 
dispensary operations.

 P L E A S E  TA K E 
FURTHER NOTICE that 
the Town Board hereby 
d e te r m i n e s  t h at  t h e 
enactment of the aforesaid 
Local Law is a Type I 
Action pursuant to Article 
8 of the Environmental 
Conservation Law, Part 
617 (commonly known as 
“SEQRA”).

 P L E A S E  TA K E 
FURTHER NOTICE that a 
copy of the proposed Local 
Law No. ___ of the Year 
2024 is available for review 
and inspection at the Office 
of the Town Clerk during 
regular office hours, at the 
Town Hall, Town Hall, 4988 
Route 22, Amenia New York 
and on the Town’s website at 
www.ameniany.gov.

Dated: Amenia, New 
York

December 19, 2024
BY ORDER OF THE

TOWN BOARD
DAWN MARIE 

KLINGNER
TOWN CLERK

01-09-25
 01-09-25

The deadline for legal notices is Friday 
at 4 p.m. for publication the following 
Thursday.

Notices can be emailed to
legals@lakevillejournal.com
or mailed to The Lakeville Journal,  
ATTN: Legal Notices, PO Box 1688, 
Lakeville, CT 06039

Go to millertonnews.com/legalnotices  
to view current and past legal notices.

Nate Dunham-Welt, age 5, 

Miller Ideker, age 6; Matil-

da Shugg, age 5; and Sadie 

Shugg, age 3, joined togeth-

er to say a playful farewell 

to 2024 and welcome in 

2025 at a Saturday, Dec. 28 

Noon Year’s Eve party at 

the NorthEast-Millerton 

Library. A full house of 

children and their parents 

celebrated the third annual 

event with snacks, music, a 

reading and crafts as they 

toasted a ball drop with 

sparkling cider.

Noon Year’s Eve Party
‘Oh, Canada’ cast member 

sets Jan. 11 Moviehouse Q&A

MILLERTON — Zach 
Shaffer, “Oh, Canada” cast 
member, will be joining The 
Moviehouse on Saturday, Jan. 
11, at 7 p.m. for a question-
and-answer session.

Directed by Paul Schrad-
er, the film reviews Leonard 
Fife’s unfiltered life where he 
avoids being drafted into the 
Vietnam War, his past rela-
tionships and discovering his 
truth. 

With the conclusion of the 

95-minute film which features 
Shaffer in addition to Rich-
ard Gere, Jacob Elordi, Uma 
Thurman, Michael Imperioli, 
Victoria Hill and Cornelia 
Guest, the audience will then 
have the chance to hear from 
Shaffer. 

Zach Shaffer is best known 
for his roles in “Law & Order,” 
“Six Feet Under,” “Strangers 
with Candy” and the Angelina 
Jolie thriller, “Salt”.  

Tickets for the event are 
$18 or $16 for superstar mem-
bers.

www.facebook.com/themillertonnews
Millerton news

The

PHOTO BY NAOMI SCHMIDT
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OUR TOWNS

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.Real Estate

Email ads to classified@lakevillejournal.com

To view all the news 
and Classifieds from 
The Lakeville Journal 

and The Millerton 
News each week, go to 

our websites at  
lakevillejournal.com 
and millertonnews.

com

Each week The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News 
are produced locally by staff who live 
in the Tri-state area communities. 

It is a connection to YOUR communities and what is 
important to YOUR lives that make our publications unique.

Subscribe or advertise today!
circulation@lakevillejournal.com • advertising@lakevillejournal.com

Locally grown …

Your Independent, 

Locally Owned, 

Community Newspapers 

& Regional News Websitewww.TriCornerNews.com

THE MILLERTON NEWS

COMPASS

HELP WANTED SERVICES 
OFFERED

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 
House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

LAMP REPAIR AND REWIR-
ING: Serving the Northwest 
Corner. 413-717-2494.

ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTIBLES

MID CENTURY FURNITURE 
WANTED:1950’s-1970’s 
designer modern furni-
ture and lighting. Danish, 
French, Italian and Amer-
ican design. Eames, Knoll, 
Herman Miller, Nakashima, 
Wegner, Noguchi Etc. Buy-
ing Vintage Porsche cars 
any condition. Open Air 
Modern 718.383.6465 info@ 
openairmodern.com.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference,

REAL ESTATE
: limitation, or discrimination 

based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice,

REAL ESTATE
: statement or advertisement 

with respect to the sale or 
rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

Wheeler & Taylor, the regions premier independent insurance 
agency, seeks qualified candidates to join our rapidly growing 
agency.  We are currently recruiting for experienced Personal 
and Commercial Lines Account Mangers as well as seasoned 
Insurance Producers.

These full time, client facing positions require energetic and 
detailed oriented individuals.  Account Managers are primarily 
responsible for managing client accounts, maintaining strong 
relationships and providing excellent customer service. The 
Account Manager will also be responsible for reviewing 
insurance policies, identifying client needs, and recommending 
appropriate coverage options.

The key responsibilities of the Account Executive/Producer is 
to leverage their industry expertise in developing new business 
while also retaining current clients through the use of excellent 
relationship-building skills and in-depth knowledge of the 
commercial and personal lines insurance landscape. The 
Account Executive/Producer will collaborate with our internal 
service team to deliver excellent customer service, solve critical 
issues, and provide customized solutions for insurance risks.

Wheeler & Taylor offers an excellent compensation package 
commensurate with experience, opportunities for annual profit 
sharing and a superior benefit program for our employees. 

If interested please contact Tom Blauvelt at 413-528-1004  
or email at: tblavuelt@wheelerandtaylor.com

ACCOUNT MANAGER

PART-TIME BOOKKEEP-
ER: needed in Sharon. 
407-620-7777.

CARPENTER’S HELPER: 
needed for local renovation/
new construction business 
specializing in all phases of 
construction. Full-time. Pay 
to commensurate with ex-
perience. Must be depend-
able with reliable transpor-
tation. Good references a 
must. Call 860-309-5290.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

CARPENTER AND TILE SET-
TER: now offering handy-
man services. Over 35 years 
experience. 413-229-0260 
or email at tylerhomeprop@
yahoo.com.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

BELOW LAYS OUT A UNIQUE RENTAL LOCATED IN THE BERKSHIRE 
AREA, ALONG WITH A SPECIAL SALISBURY BUILDING LOT OFFERING.

2 BEDROOMS, 3 BATHS, STUNNING 
VIEWS; set on a wonderful hillside lot 
in the hills.  Provides convenient access 
to all the ARTS that NW CT and the 
BERKSHIRES have to offer.  Available 
for a year, or longer.  Asking $12,000 per 
month, OR as agreed. 

5.9 acres, comprised of 2 tax lots set along 
both a wonderful brook, and the Rail Trail, 
view, a quick, walk-to-village convenience. 
Ideal for a single home or compound. 
OFFERED AT $425,000.

A LUXURY RENTAL UNIQUE CENTER OF SALISBURY

Median prices rise in Washington

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

Front Victorian house apartment building with a restaurant in back, 16-18 Alden Place 

was formerly the site of the Millbrook Carriage House and Maura’s Kitchen in the 

heart of the village. The sale was recorded in November after the village approved 

a new restaurant, the Millerton Continental, with certain restrictions on operating 

hours and use of the outdoor patio for $937,300.

By CHRISTINE BATES

Special to the Millerton News

WASHINGTON — The 
Town of Washington and Vil-
lage of Millbrook continued to 
be active with seven proper-
ties transferred in the month 
of November. Transfers below 
$500,000 accounted for four 
of the sales while there was 
only one sale over a million. 
The median price for a single-
family residence rose again to 
$712,000 for November al-
though still below Covid fren-
zy levels when median prices 
almost reached $800,000.

Demand for million-dol-
lar properties continues to be 
weak with 14 listed for sale 
for an average of 245 days; 
however, four over a million-
dollar properties are pending 
sale and an additional two have 
already closed in December. 
Just before the beginning of 
2025 there are still 32 residen-
tial properties listed for sale 
— similar to last month with 
14 houses reducing their list-
ing price.

November Transfers

27 Merrit Ave. — 3 bed-
room/1 bath house built in 
1930 on .23 acre  lot in Vil-
lage of Millbrook sold for 
$429,000.

16-18 Alden Place — an in-
vestment property with resi-
dential units plus a restaurant 
and a parking lot was sold 
privately for $937,300.

23 Oak Summit Road — 2 
bedroom/2 bath ranch on 5.33 
acres sold for $585,000.

24 Maple Hill Drive — 4 
bedroom/1.5 bath ranch sold 

for $394,000.
117 County House Road — 3 

bedroom/2 bath ranch on .48 
acres sold for $461,000.

91 Tower Hill Road — 3 
bedroom/5 bath house built 
in 1985 on 5.83 acres sold for 
$1.75 million.

Ter Bar Court — a 0.2-
acre triangular lot sold for 
$400,000.

* Town of Washington 
real estate sales recorded be-
tween November 1, 2024, and 
November 30, 2024, sourced 
from Dutchess County Real 
Property Tax Service Agency. 
Information on active listings 
taken from First Key MLS 
which may understate avail-

able properties. Parcel num-
bers refer to parcel designation 
by Dutchess County and may 
be accessed on Dutchess Parcel 
Access.

Only transfers with con-

sideration are included. Com-
piled by Christine Bates, Real 
Estate

Advisor with William Pitt 
Sotheby’s International Realty, 
Licensed in CT and NY.

DUTCHESS COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S REPORT

Dutchess County Sheriff’s 
Office Harlem Valley area ac-
tivity report Dec. 19 through 
Jan. 1.

Dec. 19 — Deputies re-
sponded to 62 Lake Ellis 
Road in the Town of Dover 
to investigate a reported  do-
mestic dispute occurring in 
a vehicle.  Matter resolved 
without further police in-
tervention.

Dec. 19 — Deputy Sher-
iffs along with the Miller-
ton Police Department to 14 
Morse Hill Road in the Town 
of North East to investigate 
a reported domestic dispute.  
Matter resolved.

Dec. 20 — Deputies re-
sponded to Route 22 in the 
Town of North East for a 
reported larceny. The com-
plainant reported forgetting 
her purse at the Freshtown 
Supermarket in the Town of 
Amenia and upon returning 
being unable to locate it.   

Dec. 22 — Deputies re-
port the arrest of Eric M 
Mccormick, 42, for aggra-
vated unlicensed operation 

of a motor vehicle in the 2nd 
degree subsequent to a traf-
fic stop in the area of 17 Old 
State Route 22 in the Town 
of Dover. Subject to appear 
in the Town of Dover Court 
at a later date.

Dec. 25 — Deputies re-
sponded to Cooperstown 
Road in the Town of Dover 
for husband/wife physical 
domestic dispute. Investiga-
tion resulted in the arrest of 
Timothy Fay (36) was arrested 
for criminal obstruction of 
breathing and unlawful im-
prisonment. Subject to appear 
in the Town of Dover Court 
at a later date.    

Dec. 26 — A Deputy from 
the Dutchess County Sher-
iff’s Office was involved in a 
property damage crash after 
his vehicle was struck from 
behind by another vehicle.  
This occurred in the park-
ing lot of 3226 Route 22 in 
the Town of Dover. Inves-
tigation resulted in the ar-
rest of one Leonard Roman 
for driving while impaired 
— combined drugs and al-
cohol. Subject to appear in 
the Town of Dover Court at 
a later date.  

Dec. 30 — Deputies re-
sponded to the Berkshire 
Apartments, 214 Sinpatch 
Road in the Town of Amenia 
for a mother/daughter verbal 
domestic dispute. Matter re-
solved without further police 
intervention.

Dec. 30 — Deputies reports 
the arrest of Kevin Dever (age 
60) for aggravated unlicensed 
operation 3rd subsequent to a 
traffic stop on Route 22 in the 
Town of Amenia.   Subject to 
appear in the Town of Dover 
Court at a later date.

Dec. 30 — Deputies re-
sponded to Mallard Way in 
Dover for a sister/sister do-
mestic disturbance. Matter 
resolved without further po-
lice intervention.    

Dec. 31 — Deputies re-
sponded to the area of 418 
Halls Corners Road in the 
Town of Dover for a report-
ed vehicle off the roadway. 
Investigation resulted in the 
arrest of Frank A. Fortuna, 67, 
was arrested for driving while 
intoxicated.  Subject to appear 
in the Town of Dover Court 
at a later date.

Moviehouse hosts 40th 

anniversary screening 

of ‘ The Goonies’ film

MILLERTON — The 
Moviehouse in Millerton 
plans on hosting a special 
viewing of “The Goonies” 
in honor of its 40th anni-
versary.

The 1985 classic film is 
about a group of kids who 
find an old pirate map in an 
attic and seek the pirate’s 
treasure in order to save their 
neighborhood from greedy 
developers. After following 

the map’s directions to an 
underground cave as part of 
their quest, they come face-
to-face with many dangers. 

There will be two differ-
ent showings, one on Sunday, 
Jan. 19, at 4 p.m. and the last 
on Monday, Jan. 20, at 7 p.m. 

Tickets for these show-
ings are $16 for adults, $13 
for kids under 11 years old 
and Moviehouse member 
discounts available. 

Winters announces run 

for Amenia town supervisor

PHOTO PROVIDED

Paul Winters announced 

his candidacy for Amenia 

Town Supervisor on Fri-

day, Jan. 3.

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

AMENIA — Accepting 
a request from the Amenia 
Town Republican Commit-
tee, councilmember Paul 
Winters announced on Fri-
day, Jan. 3, his candidacy for 
the position of town supervi-
sor. The election will be held 
in November.

Winters has served several 
town committees and other 
local volunteer endeavors. 
Since January of 2024, Win-
ters has been serving as a 
councilmember on the Town 
Board.

Volunteer service posi-
tions include ten years, be-
ginning in 2010, of coaching 
youngsters playing with the 
Amenia Minors team. Win-
ters has been an active mem-
ber of the Amenia Lions Club 
since 2014.

Between 2021 and 2024 

Winters concurrently served 
on two town committees, the 
Recreation Commission and 
the Wastewater Committee, 
before his election to the 

Town Board.
In a statement announc-

ing his candidacy, Winters 
detailed short and long-term 
town accomplishments and 
goals to harness the innate 
energy and innovation which 
he senses amongst Amenia’s 
residents.

In the past year, Winters 
cited progress in attempts to 
lower the average age of town 
committee volunteers. Plans 
to build a new town garage 
are moving ahead.

Goals to be pursued, Win-
ters said, include attracting 
new business opportunities, 
addressing town employees’ 
pay scales, initiating term 
limits on the Town Board, 
and working to change the 
community’s demograph-
ics to a lower average age, 
achievable through offering 
affordable and workforce 
housing opportunities for 
younger families.
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Greener Gardens Landscaping LLC.

Sharon, CT 06069

860-671-7850

PAINTING • LAWN MOWING • PATIOS  
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Insulation Painting

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Waste Management

Tree Service

TV Service

Roofing Services

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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Celebrating
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Years

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

• TV Sales
• Service Installation
• Outside HD 

Antenna Installation
• WiFi Enhancements

Stop in to see our selection of 
NEW Sony 4K TV sets. ALL ON SALE!!

REPAIRS on all: TVs, Stereos, Vintage Electronics

Dave’s TV

We’ve Moved!
Our new address is

279 Smithfi eld Rd., Millerton, NY 12546
Call for appointment 518-789-3881

Dave’s TV

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

NORTH EasT MuFFlER INC.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

West Cornwall, CT
860-790-0671

cmcarting@gmail.com
www.cmcartingsolutions.com

JUNK REMOVAL  
DUMPSTER RENTAL

GARBAGE COLLECTION

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Winter Months Are Perfect For:
Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns 

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR  
OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com or  

millertonnews.com to purchase  

a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you  

this directory of Specialists  

in print and online. 

From Automobiles to  

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fingertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you find the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

(860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM
Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 

Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

FREEFREE 
In-Home In-Home 
ConsultationConsultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

BUY MORE
SAVE MORE

1-5 shades: 20%
6-10 shades: 25%

11 or more: 30%
*Excludes Lutron 

& Hunter Douglas
Good until 1/31/25
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