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Santa run brings holiday cheer 

across North East for fourth year

PHOTO BY COLLEEN FLYNN

A Millerton Fire Company truck pulling Santa and his helpers turning on Traver Place to bring 

gifts to residents on Saturday, Dec. 14.

North East and 

Millerton officials lay 

out New Year’s goals

Briggs joins The News 

as managing editor

Recent rain highlights need 

for Millbrook school roof repair

MILLERTON — Krista A. 
Briggs has joined The News as 
Managing Editor. 

Briggs, who lives in Cold 
Spring, is a journalist with a broad 
background that ranges from news 
and feature writing to managing 
transcription and translation proj-
ects for legal and municipal clients. 

Briggs graduated from Long 
Island University — Post with a 
Bachelor of Science in Journalism, 
and holds a Master of Science in 
Special Education from Dowling 
College. 

The News is pleased to welcome 
Briggs, which has been focused on 
building newsroom strength since 
Covid days. 

“I’m very pleased to have joined 
the creative and dedicated staff at 
the Millerton News,” said Briggs. 
“I’m really looking forward to part-
nering with the Millerton com-
munity and its surrounding areas 
to produce a newspaper we can all 
be proud to call our own.”

James H. Clark, chief executive 
officer and publisher of LJMN 
Media, the nonprofit that pub-
lishes The Millerton News and The 

Lakeville Journal, said, “Krista is 
a welcome addition to our grow-
ing newsroom, particularly at this 
point where we seek to broaden 
and deepen coverage of our com-
munities.”

The Millerton News, which 
last year reopened its office at 16 
Century Boulevard in Millerton, 
is available by mail, at newstands 
throughout the region, and online 
at www.millertonnews.com.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Krista A. Briggs

By COLLEEN FLYNN

colleenf@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — On Saturday, 
Dec. 14, the Millerton Fire Com-
pany spread holiday cheer with its 
fourth annual Santa Run.

The run, which included High-
land Drive, Sharon Road, Route 22 
and more featured the Fire Depart-
ment who escorted Santa to help 
drop off gifts to about 80 children 
living in the Village of Millerton or 
the Town of North East. 

“The goal of the Santa Run now 
is to keep the holiday spirit within 

our town and village [and] with all 
of the children that live within the 
town and village. We like to reach 
out as the fire department to our 
townspeople and village taxpayers, 
to give something back,” Kelly Rog-
ers, a fire department member, said, 
“They donate to us all year long, 
so we like to give back to the com-
munity as well. So giving the kids 
a gift from Santa is just magical.”

The concept of the Santa Run 
began as a result of the pandemic. 
“We started it because of COVID,” 
said Rogers. “We used to gather 
back after the Parade of Lights on 

Black Friday night. We would gath-
er back at the firehouse, all of the 
restaurants in town would donate 
food to us, and then we would all 
have food with Santa, and the kids 
could wait in line and see Santa,” 
Rogers said, “But due to COVID, 
we had to discontinue that.”

While the Santa Run is made in 
mid-December, it actually begins at 
the end of October. On Halloween 
night, young people who live in the 
community who trick or treat at 
the firehouse are given a letter to 

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

MILLBROOK — Heavy rain 
fall flooded the Millbrook Mid-
dle School, underscoring a need 
across the Central School District 
for leaky roof repairs and delaying 
school operations by several hours 
Thursday, Dec. 12. 

“Our primary focus is always 
to maintain a safe and secure en-
vironment for students and staff,” 
said District Superintendent Caro-
line Hernandez Pidala.

Supintendent Hernandez Pidala 

reported that on Wednesday eve-
ning, there was rain falling inside 
the middle school building and 
somewhat less severe infiltration 
in two other school buildings. 

“With hours of rain ahead 
and the potential for conditions 
to worsen, we called a two-hour 
delay. This allowed the storm to 
pass and provided needed time to 
reassess the situation in drier con-
ditions during daylight hours. We 
had crews on campus until 11 p.m. 
and they returned at 4 a.m. to opti-
mize containment and remediation 
efforts. With this additional time, 

we were able to salvage the school 
day for all students,” Hernandez 
Pidala said. 

The Middle School had been 
the hardest hit. There were 27 af-
fected areas throughout all levels 
of the Middle School including 
classrooms, the gymnasium, fit-
ness lab, auditorium, corridors and 
bathrooms, Hernandez Pidala said.

The Dutchess BOCES Safety 
& Risk Coordinator was called in 
to inspect current conditions and 
advise school officials of any neces-

By KRISTA A. BRIGGS

kristab@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — As the year 
winds down, it’s out with the old 
and in with the new for Millerton 
officials. Town Supervisor Chris 
Kennan and Mayor Jenn Najdek 
have both been working on their 
wish lists for 2025 while wrapping 
up year-end responsibilities.  

For Kennan, the end of 2024 
means one of his goals for this year 
has been met with the completion 
of the new garage in town. He’s go-
ing into 2025 with optimism for 
the creation of a new Town Hall. 
“For our next capital project we 
purchased a building on Route 22 
— a Jehovah’s Witnesses Kingdom 
Hall — and we’re converting it,” 
Kennan said. 

One of the reasons for the con-
version is due to the current Town 
Hall not being ADA-accessible. 
Kennan feels strongly about mak-

ing this change as his office is one 
of the most-visited in the building, 
explaining, “There’s no elevators 
and the stairs are steep. It’s a prob-
lem.” While Kennan is uncertain 
exactly when work will commence 
on the new Town Hall, the start of 
the project is one of his core ambi-
tions for the New Year, saying, “It’s 
really our number one priority for 
the next year.” 

Another project to be further 
developed for Kennan is the rezon-
ing of the boulevard, which is the 
stretch of Route 44 from CVS to 
the Connecticut border. He wants 
to prioritize retail shops which en-
hance the character of the town-
ship. “We want to make the best 
possible use of retail,“ Kennan said, 
adding that food markets and cloth-
ing stores which fill Millerton’s 
needs are his priorities for 2025, 
along with further development 
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Amenia takes tea

Growing in popularity, the monthly meeting of the Ame-

nia Library Tea Society on Saturday, Dec. 14, attracted 

participants eager to sample Indian teas, traditional 

dishes and culture.  The society meets monthly on the 

second Saturday at noon. The January meeting will 

feature teas and treats from Africa, including a purple 

tea, said to be delicious.

North East unveils new 

ambulance services contract

By COLLEEN FLYNN

colleenf@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — During 
a board meeting on Thurs-
day, Dec. 12, the North East 
Town Board discussed the 
new emergency medical ser-
vice contract with Northern 
Dutchess Paramedics, build-
ing department fee schedule 
changes, and a dispute be-
tween neighbors.

With respect to emergency 
services, the Town of North 
East, Dover and Amenia will 
be entering into a new three-
year contract with EMS pro-
vider Northern Dutchess 
Paramedics. The three towns 
previously had a five-year le-
gal agreement with the same 
provider that will expire on 
Tuesday, Dec. 31. 

As part of the agreement, 
the Town of North East will 
receive ambulance services 
starting at $511,558 for 2025. 

The cost will increase to 
$696,345 for 2026, and will 
rise to $746,345 by 2027. In 
the previous contract North-
ern Dutchess Paramedics had 
increased their service fees by 
2% each year. 

While costs are concerning, 
the length of the contract is 
flexible. “We can terminate it at 
any time,” said Warren Replan-
sky, the town’s attorney. “We’re 
not bound for the increases for 
next year and the year after. 
We’re hoping that something 
will happen in the interim, if 
there’s some relief. It’s a real 
problem that all municipali-
ties are suffering from … the 
cost of ambulance service to 
communities has skyrocketed, 
part of it due to COVID, part 
of it due to inflation.”

The town negotiated with 
Northern Dutchess Paramed-
ics over the originally stated 
cost of services, which would 
have started at $646,345 and 

increased its budget by 71% 
compared to the EMS budget 
during 2024. 

“I certainly don’t want to 
be the one board member to 
say we won’t have an ambu-
lance service because you just 
don’t want that to happen,” 
said Councilman Ralph Fe-
dele, who pointed out North 
East’s unique needs. “A city 
like Poughkeepsie that has a 
high population and a lot of 
turnover, they don’t have the 
problems that we have,” he 
said. “The state has got to re-
alize that, and there has to be 
some help coming. There has 
to be because it isn’t fair for a 
town like ours to start taking 
money out of our reserves.”

Another item discussed 
during the meeting centered 
on the approval of changes to 
the Town of North East build-
ing department fee schedule, 
which would have been effec-
tive beginning Wednesday, 

Jan. 1. It has been tabled until 
the next town board meeting.

“I don’t agree with in-
creasing the burden of any 
resident to increase the fee 
of $25 to $60 because, per-
sonally, I’d like to encourage 
folks to make improvements 
or to build and there’s things 
in this about improvements 
to food trucks, and we don’t 
have food trucks in the town 
of North East,” said council-
woman Megan Winkler, “For 
those reasons, at this moment 
in time, I can’t support an in-
crease.”

Two concerned residents 
on Cooper Road also attended 
the meeting with concerns 
regarding an illegal dwelling 
in the area during the pub-
lic comment portion of the 
meeting. In addition to their 
comments, a brief video was 
played which apparently re-
corded an altercation with 
some of the involved parties.

In an article in the Dec. 
12, 2024, edition about ac-
tion taken by the Amenia 
Town Board, it was incor-
rectly stated that a new local 
law to guide the creation of 
new advisory boards would 

Correction

Holiday showing 

of the Royal Ballet: 

The Nutcracker

By COLLEEN FLYNN

colleenf@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — The Mil-
lerton Moviehouse on Main 
Street will be hosting a special 
holiday viewing of the Royal 
Ballet: The Nutcracker on se-
lect days. 

The two-day special will 
be offered for show times 
on Sunday, Dec. 22, at 3 p.m. 
and Monday, Dec. 23, at 7 p.m. 
The timeless holiday tradition 
is two hours and 20 minutes 

long with one intermission. 
Peter Wright’s directing 

coupled with Julia Trevelyan 
Oman’s designs captivate 
the audience with a dream-
like fairy tale adventure. The 
story of love, bravery, trans-
formation and thrill are all 
transcribed through dance. 
The Royal Ballet represents 
true holiday spirit with this 
classic storyline and unforget-
table performance art. 

Tickets are $18. Superstar 
members will pay $16.

Pulver appointed to Dutchess 

assistant county executive seat

By KRISTA A. BRIGGS

kristab@millertonnews.com

POUGHKEEPSIE — 
Outgoing Dutchess County 
comptroller A. Gregg Pulver 
will be taking on the role of 
assistant county executive.  
He was appointed to the po-
sition by county executive Sue 
Serino on Dec. 13.

The appointment comes 
after Pulver lost his bid for 
the comptroller’s office to 
Dan Aymar-Blair in a tight 

race in the November 2024 
election. 	

His new responsibilities 
will include oversight of sev-
eral county government de-
partments, management of 
county operations, acting as a 
liaison between the Dutchess 
legislature and the county ex-
ecutive’s office and support-
ing the executive’s initiatives 
and proposals.

In accepting the appoint-
ment, Pulver emphasized his 
continuing commitment 

to county residents in a 
non-electoral post, saying, 
“Having made the decision 
to not pursue future elect-
ed office, I’m excited to be 
able to continue to serve in 
helping ensure Dutchess 
County is a place where 
families thrive, businesses 
grow, and our agricultural 
roots remain strong. I look 
forward to collaborating 
with our community to ad-
dress challenges and seize 
opportunities that benefit 

our neighbors.”
Pulver’s term as comptrol-

ler will conclude on Dec. 31. 
His new role will begin on the 
first day of 2025. 

Pulver’s starting salary as 
assistant county executive 
will be $125,000. As comp-
troller, his ending salary was 
$115,854.

He will replace outgoing 
assistant county executive 
Chris Baiano, who is slated 
to retire in the first quarter 
of the New Year.

be subject to a vote at a later 
date subject to minor revi-
sions. In fact, the law was ap-
proved. In the same article it 
was incorrectly stated that a 
new Ethics Board would be 
created. It already exists. 

Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning.

Send news items and briefs to  

editor@millertonnews.com
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Christmas ServicesChristmas Services

Trinity 
Episcopal 

Church 
 

Christmas Eve 
Tuesday, December 24 

 

4:30 PM  Choral Prelude with festive 
Baroque music, and traditional Carols 

 

Trinity Choir with guests from Crescendo 
Brian Kanner, Trumpet, Tricia van Oers,  

recorders, directed by Christine Gevert, organ 
 

5:00 PM  Christmas Eve Eucharist  
with familiar Carols & festive descants 

 
Christmas Day 
Wednesday, December 25 

 

10:00 AM  Contemplative Christmas 
Morning Eucharist with Carols 

Donna Castaner, soprano and harp and 
Christine Gevert, organ 

 
Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, December 29 
 

10:30 AM  Carols and Traditional texts 
Juan Mesa (Boston,) organ 

 
The Rev. Heidi Truax, Rector 

Christine Gevert, Music Director 
 
 

484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville, CT 
Trinitylimerock.org  860-435-2627 

St. John’S EpiScopal church
Christmas EvE sErviCE • 5:00 p.m.  
FEstivE EuCharist

thE rEvErEnds adam GrEEnE & LanCE BEizEr oFFiCiatinG

12 main strEEt, saLisBury

860-435-9290 • stjohnssaLisBury.orG

Praising god, serving neighbor

CHRISTMAS EVE
5:30 p.m.

Service of Lessons, Carols  
and Candle Lighting

“A perfect time for families”

All are welcome!
“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”

Join us for Christmas
LAKEVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

319 Main Street, Lakeville | Rev. Dr. Anna Camphouse

Blue Christmas   
December 15 • 5:00 pm

Lessons & Carols   
December 18 • 10:30 am

Candlelight  
Christmas Eve Service   
December 24 • 5:00 pm

Christmas Morning Service   
December 25 • 10:30 am

Come join us at St. Thomas  Come join us at St. Thomas  
Episcopal Church, Amenia Union, Episcopal Church, Amenia Union, 

a community of Radical Hospitality!a community of Radical Hospitality!

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
40 Leedsville Road, Amenia Union 
Home of the Food of Life/Comida de Vida Food Pantry

845-373-9161 • stthomasamenia.com

Looking for a spiritual  
home this Christmas?

Christmas Eve
5 pm and 8 pm

Festival of Lessons and Carols
North Cornwall
Meeting House
115 Town Street, 

West Cornwall, CT

Candlelight Only Service
(no facilities)

CHAPEL OF ALL SAINTS

 www.allsaintscornwall.org

Christmas Eve ServiceChristmas Eve Service
with Father Mark Bozutti-Jones & Rev. Mary Gates o�  ciating

5:00 pm
Trinity Retreat Center

Lower River Road, West Cornwall, CT

Falls Village Congregational Church

Come Join Us!!!
 Christmas Eve at 

Falls Village Congregational Church
16 Beebe Hill Road

December 24, 7:30 PM

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Max, Aleda and Baby are rescues dogs currently available for adoption from Upstate Pups.

Upstate Pups focuses rescue efforts on NYC pets

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@lakevillejournal.com
POUGHKEEPSIE — 

Dutchess County’s newest 
dog rescue, Poughkeepsie-
based Upstate Pups, sets it-
self apart from other rescues 
by exclusively rescuing dogs 
from New York City and 
Long Island animal care cen-
ters.

Ryan Judge, long-time 
animal lover, fosterer and 
co-founder of the nonprofit, 
said other rescues source their 
dogs from a variety of places 
and a majority of rescues 
come from out of state. 

 “New York City eutha-
nizes about 50,000 animals 
every year,” Judge said. “That’s 
where the idea for Upstate 
Pups came from.”

The nonprofit officially 
formed in July and Upstate 
Pups got its first rescue from 
Town of Babylon shelter on 
Long Island; a dog named 
Fluffy. 

Since then, the network has 

grown to include four foster 
homes, but Judge said finding 
more fosters has been their 
biggest hurdle. “We can only 
pull the amount of dogs from 
shelters that we have foster 
homes for,” Judge said. “We 
don’t have a physical location. 
We don’t have a shelter.” 

Fostering is a hard job and 
it takes a very special person, 
Judge said, but it’s reward-
ing to help a dog heal and 
find its forever home. Judge 
explained Upstate Pups goes 
to great lengths to ensure the 
best outcomes for the res-
cue dogs, foster parents, and 
adopters. 

New fosters begin the 
process with an application 
where they’re asked what 
kind of dog they’d be willing 
and able to care for. “Then 
we comb the available dogs 
in New York City to find 
ones that would fit that foster 
home,” Judge said.

“We don’t want anyone to 
have a bad experience and de-

cide they never want to foster 
again,” he said. 

Similarly, Judge said he 
goes to great lengths to vet 
adopters before releasing an 
animal. The safety and health 
of the animal is paramount 
to Judge, and comes before 
anything else.

Another thing which sets 
Upstate Pups apart from 
other agencies is Judge’s in-
sistence on home visits prior 
to adoption. Sometimes, and 
too often in Judge’s opinion, 
adopted dogs are returned to 
rescue agencies for reasons 
which could have been an-

ticipated if thorough vetting 
happened first. 

Right now there are two 
dogs listed for adoption:

Max the 4 year old terrier 
mix is “20 pounds of pure joy 
and affection,” according to 
the website. He loves rides in 
the car and adventures.

Baby is “well-socialized” 
boxer/bully mix that was 
raised in a “loving home with 
children and another dog,” ac-
cording to the website. 

Adoption fees, tips and 
information on fostering are 
available online at www.up-
statepupsny.org.

Dutchess County’s 

$629 million budget 

for 2025 passes

By COLLEEN FLYNN

colleenf@millertonnews.com

POUGHKEEPSIE — The 
Dutchess County’s Legisla-
ture adopted their 2025 bud-
get on Monday, Dec. 9, with 
a 23-2 bipartisan vote.

The budget includes a 
$629.4 million spending plan. 
The adopted budget included 
several amendments to Coun-
ty Executive Sue Serino’s 
budget, which she proposed 
earlier in October. 

Businesses and homeown-
ers will see a 2.7% decrease 
in the county’s property tax 
rates. Last year, the property 
tax rate was $2.23 and with 
the approved budget, this will 
be lowered to $2.17 in 2025, 
marking the tenth consecutive 
year of property tax rate cuts. 

The 2025 budget also aims 
to improve services that resi-
dents rely on for their day-to-
day lives. Many new initia-
tives focus on public safety, 
youth services and support for 
seniors, veterans and fami-
lies. In addition, the initia-
tives open up support for the 
Dutchess County Drug Task 
Force, Housing Trust fund 
applications, historic invest-
ments in Emergency Medical 
Services and more. 

County legislators made 
several amendments to the 
2025 county budget, which 
were unanimously approved, 
creating additional funding 
for existing and new projects 
including, but not limited to, 
$750,000 for the Dutchess 
County Sheriff’s office for 

overtime purposes at the 
county’s justice and transi-
tion center, $500,000 for 
the Department of Planning 
& Development to fund the 
Municipal Innovation Grant 
program with a specific focus 
on the elderly, $50,000 for the 
Office of Veterans’ Affairs for 
expanded transportation ser-
vices, and $50,000 to the De-
partment of Community and 
Family Services Youth Division 
to fund after-school program-
ming to serve at-risk youth. 

Chris Drago (D-19), was 
one of two lawmakers who 
voted no on the 2025 Dutchess 
County Budget. 

“While the budget included 
a few things that we have been 
advocating for this year, it did 
not go far enough in address-
ing our cost of living, hous-
ing, climate, mental health, or 
EMS crisis here in Dutchess 
County,” Drago said. “There 
will be other opportunities 
to adjust the budget as needs 
arise in 2025, and I plan to 
continue to advocate for more 
resources in the Planning De-
partment to address our cost 
of living and housing crisis.”

The newest version of the 
budget will be reviewed and 
signed by Serino. It will then 
go to the Dutchess County 
Legislature’s Board meeting 
on Wednesday, Dec. 18, for 
override consideration of 
amendment vetoes made by 
the County Executive, if any.

For more information on 
the 2025 Dutchess County 
Budget, visit dutchessny.gov/
budget2025.

Please visit millertonnews.com/donate 
to give a donation of any size.

Local Matters

The Lakeville Journal    The Millerton News

Think Local: We Do
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The Tri-State Chamber of Commerce, The Lakeville Journal 
and The Millerton News wish everyone a healthy and happy holiday season. 

Shop, eat, and read local. These businesses help keep our communities vibrant. 

Hometown HolidaysHometown Holidays

Residential & Commercial Moving
Local, Long-Distance, Worldwide
Full Service Packing
Custom Crating
Storage Solutions

arnoff.com                         800-633-6683

Full Service Packing
Custom Crating
Storage Solutions

arnoff.com 800-633-6683

Arnoff Pack & Ship Services

FedEx, UPS, DHL
351 Millerton RD - Lakeville, CT

Happy Holidays!
LIGHTNING PROTECTION!

Free Estimates/Inspections!
845-373-8309 / 518-789-4603

www.alrci.com

12 Millerton Road, PO Box 508, Lakeville, CT 06039

Linda Robertson
Linda.Robertson@assuredpartners.com
Phone 1-800-762-7369

We’ll
cover
from
your
city
home

INSURANCE

to
your

country
home

And everything
in between.

We’ll cover from your city home  
to your country home

and everything in between

12 Millerton Road, PO Box 508, Lakeville, CT
1-800-762-7369

Happy Holidays From:

KITCHENS ◆ BATHS ◆ TILES ◆ CABINETS

b l a c k ra b b i t b a ra n d gr i l l e . co m
f a ce b o o k / b l a c k ra b b i tc t

i n s t a / b l a c k ra b b c t

j o i n  u s  fo r  t h e  L a k e v i l l e  H o s e  Co.  
Pa ra d e  o f  L i g h t s  

o n  S u n  D e c.  8 t h ,  5 p m !
h o t  b e ve ra g e s  o n  t h e  t e r ra ce !

(

)b l a c k ra b b i t b a ra n d gr i l l e . co m
f a ce b o o k / b l a c k ra b b i tc t

i n s t a / b l a c k ra b b c t

j o i n  u s  fo r  t h e  L a k e v i l l e  H o s e  Co.  
Pa ra d e  o f  L i g h t s  

o n  S u n  D e c.  8 t h ,  5 p m !
h o t  b e ve ra g e s  o n  t h e  t e r ra ce !

(

)

wishing everyone a safe 
and healthy holiday season

Happy Holidays
from 

    Chore Service
P.O. Box 522, Lakeville, CT 06039 

www.choreservice.org  | (860) 435-9177

Propane • Heating Oil • Kerosene • Diesel Fuel • Gasoline

1 John Street PO Box 656 (518) 789-3014
Millerton, NY 12546 www.crownenergycorp.com

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS!

860-824-2600 | geercares.org

Happy Holidays

860-824-813  |  geercares.org

Since 1991, helping families achieve 
strength, stability and self-reliance through shelter 

in Canaan/Falls Village, Cornwall, Norfolk,
North Canaan, Salisbury, Sharon and Torrington.

HARNEY MILLERTON  1 RAILROAD PLAZA 
HARNEY SOHO  433 BROOME STREET 

SHOP ONLINE AT HARNEY.COM
OR CALL US AT 1.800.TEA.TIME

CELEBRATE THE SEASON! 
JOIN US FOR TEA, LUNCH, 

& HOLIDAY SHOPPING.

Teaching and nurturing 
our communities’ children 

for over 40 years.

Enrollment Now Open!

www.housatonicchildcare.org
30 Salmon Kill Road, Salisbury, CT 06068

(860)435-9694 | housatonicchildcarecenter@gmail.com

Help keep childcare 
affordable for our communities

DONATE TODAY AT
housatonicchildcare.org/donate

Happy Holida� !

Upper Housatonic Valley
National Heritage Area

Preserving the history,
culture and nature of the 
Housatonic River Valley.

www.HousatonicHeritage.org

246 Warren Turnpike Falls Village, CT
860.824.4720 • www.hysb.org

Happy 
Holidays!

INDIANMOUNTAIN.ORG • 211 ROAD, LAKEVILLE, CTINDIAN MOUNTAIN

PRE-K - GRADE 9 | BOARDING AND DAY | BOARDING GRADES 5-9

INDIANMOUNTAIN.ORG • 211 ROAD, LAKEVILLE, CTINDIAN MOUNTAIN

PRE-K - GRADE 9 | BOARDING AND DAY | BOARDING GRADES 5-9

INDIANMOUNTAIN.ORG • 211 ROAD, LAKEVILLE, CTINDIAN MOUNTAIN

PRE-K - GRADE 9 | BOARDING AND DAY | BOARDING GRADES 5-9

INDIANMOUNTAIN.ORG • 211 INDIAN MOUNTAIN RD, LAKEVILLE, CT
PRE-K - GRADE 9 | BOARDING AND DAY | BOARDING GRADES 5-9

Book your stay at www.interlakeninn.com 
or call 860.435.9878

@interlaken_inn

Happy New Year Happy New Year 
from the Interlaken Inn!from the Interlaken Inn! 

Happy New Year Happy New Year 
from the Interlaken Inn!from the Interlaken Inn! 

20 Main Street 
Rear Unit 

Salisbury, CT 

(845) 901-4026

To make an appointment, visit jtmurphysbarbershop.resurva.com

Ha� y Holidays!Ha� y Holidays!

FULL SERVICE INTERIOR DESIGN
860.596.4421 | katie@katiebaldwindesigns.com | Lakeville, CT

www.KatieBaldwinDesigns.comwww.KatieBaldwinDesigns.com

Ha� y Holidays!

FULL SERVICE INTERIOR DESIGN
917 536 5365 | katie@katiebaldwindesigns.com | Lakeville, CT

www.KatieBaldwinDesigns.com

KATIE BALDWIN

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

To our readers, advertisers and 
community contributors, thank you.

We at The Lakeville Journal and 
The Millerton News sincerely wish 

each of you and your families a healthy 
and joyful holiday season.

Thank Thank 
Y� Y� 

lakevillejournal.com millertonnews.com
336 Main Street Lakeville CT 06039  •  860-435-2600   

LakevilleWineandSpirits.com

Happy Holidays
Come see what’s new!

Mon-� urs 
10am-8pm 

Fri-Sat 
10am-9pm

Sun 
11am-5pm
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Hometown HolidaysHometown Holidays
The Tri-State Chamber of 

Commerce The Lakeville Journal 
and The Millerton News wish 

everyone a healthy 
and happy holiday season. 
Shop, eat, and read local. 

These businesses help keep our 
communities vibrant. 

2024 tickets on
sale now

Visit limerock.com to learn more

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!2024 tickets on

sale now

Visit limerock.com to learn more

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!

2025 tickets on 
sale now

MIZZA’S 
RESTAURANT & PIZZA
Free Delivery!!!!
Mon-Sat 11AM – 10:30PM
Sunday NOON – 10:30PM

6 Ethan Allen St. Lakeville, CT
(860) 435-6266  •  (860) 435-6466

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Moore & More
Printing

Stacey L. Moore

Monday-Thursday 10am-5pm
17 Dutchess Avenue   ◊◊     P.O. Box 880

Millerton, New York 12546
Tel: 518.789.4508   ◊◊   Fax: 518-789-4509

Email: mooreandmore@taconic.net

182 US-44 Millerton, NY • (888) 40-NORTH • NorthEastFordInc.com

Happy H� idays!

(413) 229-8689 • peerlesstree.com

Wishing You Happy Holidays
Remember your pets!

Fun Toys * Tasty Treats* 
Warm Bedding

All for this Holiday Season

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9 TO 5:30; SATURDAY: 9 TO 4:00
333 MAIN STREET, LAKEVILLE CT (860) 435-8833

(860) 364.5380 • 349A Main Street Lakeville, CT
www.roaringoaksflorist.com

Let us help you deck all of your halls this holiday season!

Unique designs created with personal attention

Products & Services to Fit Your Needs & Budget 

210 East Canaan Rd, East Canaan, CT 06024
www.rosehillkb.com

Office: (860) 824-8051

Design • Sales • Installation • Remodeling

19 MAIN ST, SALISBURY, CT

Salisbury Association
Serving Our Community Since 1902.

24 Main St, Salisbury, CT
(860) 435-0566  |  salisburyassociation.org

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!

20 Main St. Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-9388

Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm  |  Sun: 9am-1pm
 Open Christmas Eve 9am-3pm

“Your one-stop shop for all of your gift needs”

Salisbury General
S T O R E  &  G I F T S

19 Main St.
Salisbury CT
860 435 1414

Monday-Saturday
10-7

Sunday
111-5

salisburywines.com

19 Main St.
Salisbury CT
860 435 1414

Monday-Saturday
10-7

Sunday
111-5

salisburywines.com

Wine Spirits Beer

James F. Kennedy
Susan G. Vreeland

19 Main Street
P.O. Box 254
Salisbury, CT 06068

phone: 860.435.1414
fax: 860.435.1401
jim@salisburywines.com
www.salisburywines.com

We wish you all the joys of the holiday season, and
time to enjoy family, friends, and books! For a

listing of upcoming activities at the library, visit
www.scovillelibrary.org

38 Main Street, Salisbury, CT.         860.435.2828

SEGALLA
SAND & GRAVEL, INC.

112 ALLYNDALE ROAD
NORTH CANAAN, CT 06018

860-824-4444
www.segallasandandgravel.com

Since 1959 S3
84

28
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• Scenic hiking trails

•  Visitor Center with live 
animals and exhibits

•  Raptor Aviaries with 
live birds of prey

•   Seasonal Butterfly 
House

•  Educational programs 
for all ages

•   Summer Camp for kids

•  Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Clinic

• Pollinator Gardens

•  Store with nature-
oriented gifts, bird 
feeding supplies, 
books, and more

325 Cornwall Bridge Road (Route 4) |  Sharon, CT 06069 
(860) 364-0520 | sharon.audubon.org

 Visit Sharon Audubon Center

SharonAudubonCenter
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• Scenic hiking trails

•  Visitor Center with live 
animals and exhibits

•  Raptor Aviaries with 
live birds of prey

•   Seasonal Butterfly 
House

•  Educational programs 
for all ages

•   Summer Camp for kids

•  Wildlife Rehabilitation 
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• Pollinator Gardens

•  Store with nature-
oriented gifts, bird 
feeding supplies, 
books, and more

325 Cornwall Bridge Road (Route 4) |  Sharon, CT 06069 
(860) 364-0520 | sharon.audubon.org
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SharonAudubonCenter

1 Calkinstown Road, Sharon, CT 06069
 reservations@sharoncountryinn.com

www.sharoncountryinn.com
860.364.0036

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

P.O. Box 822, Sharon, CT 06069
860-672-5250 mobile | 860-672-5260 offi ce

Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Land Clearing • Brush Clearing 
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns

Commercial Snowplowing
Sanding & Salting of Parking LotsALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

one call
for all your

Winter 
projects

Visiting Nurse & Hospice of Litchfield County

Providing expert, compassionate Health Care to your home

Home Health | Hospice | Home Assistance Services

Have questions about our services?  
Call us today at (860) 379-8561

Serving the towns in Litchfield County and the Greater Farmington Valley for over a century

www.vnhlc.org

 

Visiting Nurse & Hospice  
of Litchfield County 

Home Health ǀ Hospice 
 Home Assistance Services 

Providing expert, compassionate 
 Health Care to your home 

Have questions about our services?  
Call us today at (860) 379-8561 

 

Serving the towns in Litchfield County and the  
Greater Farmington Valley for over a century 

www.vnhlc.org 

The New16”
MacBook Pro

Make the 
holidays 
really bright.

29 Bissell Street, Lakeville • (860) 435-2211 • VisionaryComputer.net
29 Bissell Street, Lakeville • (860) 435-2211 • VisionaryComputer.net

469 Migeon Avenue, Torrington
10 Center Street, Winsted
6-8 East Main Street, North Canaan
www.chwctorr.org

 Best w� hes for a wonderful Holiday Season Best w� hes for a wonderful Holiday Season

www.lamricaccounting.com

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!
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Christ Church Episcopal
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY, 

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House, 

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David 
 A reform Jewish Synagogue 
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Falls Village
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with 
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd. 
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Canaan United 
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

Promised Land
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study 

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Worship Services
Week of December 22 & 29, 2024

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are, 

wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here!

Worship, Sundays at 10 am, 
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

Trinity Episcopal Church 
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
The Rev. Heidi Truax

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship 
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, January 12 at 10:30 a.m.

For information, contact Jo Loi 
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

Chabad of Northwest CT
On the Green

69 West St. Litchfield, CT 06759
chabadNW.org

860.567.3377 | office@chabadNW.org
Rabbi Joseph & Mina Eisenbach

A home away from home, a gathering place 
where unity is paramount. 

We are here for you, welcome to the family!

WINTER SCHEDULE
Sunday 10:30 AM - Hebrew School

Wednesday 8:00 PM - Parsha In My Life 
How The Weekly Portion Relates to ME!

Thursday 11:30 AM - Women’s Tea & Torah
Saturday 9:30 AM - Shabbat Services 
Followed by a Congregational Kiddush

Children’s Camp | Jewish Newspaper
Smiles on Seniors | Cteen | YJP

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception, 
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m.,

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am)

Mission Opportunities
Warm Fellowship following Worship

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the 

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m.
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel

Lower River Road, West Cornwall
in person and on zoom

Warm fellowship following service
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org
Rev. Mary Gatesl

Sharon Congregational 
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website 

sharoncongregationalchurch.org 
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Call ahead or visit websites for updates 
on remote or in-person services.

Realtor® at Large
The EPA web site has an 
informative update on the 
cleanup of PCBs in the 
Housatonic River basin which 
were generated since the early 
1900s by General Electric’s 
industrial site in Pittsfield. PCBs 
are cancer causing and usually 
are found in the sediment. 
However, they also get into the 
food chain, hence the prohibition 
since 1979 on eating any fish 
caught in the Housatonic River. 
This report will update you on 
the current status of the cleanup 
and what remains to be done. It 
also gives notice to the upcoming 
public meetings. To find out 
more, please go to: www.epa.gov/
ge-housatonic.

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

OBITUARIES

REGIONAL

Send obituaries 
to johnc@lakevillejournal.com

LAKEVILLE — Polly Allen 
Mellen, of Lakeville, Connect-
icut, passed away peacefully 
on Dec. 11, 2024, at the age of 
100, with family by her side.

Polly was born June 18, 
1924, in West Hartford, 
daughter of the late Walter 
and Leslie Allen.

Her childhood was a trea-
sure to her, marked by loving 
parents, close-knit siblings, 
and an active social life. The 
family frequented Fishers Is-
land, New York, and the Mill 
Reef Club in Antigua, where 
her parents had homes. She 
attended Miss Porter’s School 
in New England and then 
moved to New York City. 

Following a brief tenure as a 
salesgirl and display designer at 
Lord & Taylor, she progressed 
into editorial. Polly began her 
illustrious career as a protégée 
of one of the most famous ma-
triarchs of American fashion, 
Diana Vreeland. Under Vree-
land’s tutelage, she evolved into 
an editor at Harper’s Bazaar, 
and later, a leader at American 
Vogue. She was famous for her 
avant-garde, out-of-the-box 
approach, and her animated fa-
cial expressions and gregarious 
manner. In particular, she was 
known for her clapping, which 
became a sought-after bench-
mark of success for design-
ers during her time at Vogue. 
Polly is known to have cried at 
fashion shows when moved. 
She was larger than life and 
immersed in her experiences 
completely.

For more than 40 years, 
Polly was a beacon in the 
design world, and, from 1991 
to 1999, served as creative 
director of Allure. She was 
a force of nature—articulate, 
vibrant, exuberant, and highly 
regarded as an iconic Ameri-
can stylist and fashion editor. 
Polly’s joie de vivre, passion 
for details, and nuanced aes-
thetic infused her career.

Polly’s cutting-edge style 
and formidable presence pro-
foundly influenced the careers 
of many designers, editors, and 

Polly Allen Mellen

photographers in the creative 
fashion world, which eventu-
ally elevated her to legendary 
status. She worked intimately 
with photographers, includ-
ing her dear, lifelong friend, 
Richard Avedon, with whom 
she styled many timeless im-
ages, including photographs 
of Sophia Loren, Rudolf 
Nureyev, and an iconic shot 
of Nastassja Kinski, naked, fa-
mously swathed in nothing but 
a boa constrictor. Polly worked 
with many other reputed pho-
tographers, including Arthur 
Elgort, Steven Meisel, Helmut 
Newton, Irving Penn, and 
Bruce Weber. She worked 
closely with all the great de-
signers and fashion models of 
her time. When she retired in 
1994, Polly received a lifetime 
achievement award from the 
Council of Fashion Designers 
of America and remained a 
consultant on various projects.

When not working, Polly 
was an avid reader and gar-
dener and enjoyed being out-
doors, particularly by the sea. 
She cherished her friendships 
and family and was an adept 
athlete, skiing downhill and 
playing golf well into her 90’s. 

Polly was the loving wife of 
the late Henry Wigglesworth 
Mellen, and savored her fam-
ily, including her dear grand-
children. She is survived by her 
daughter, Leslie Bell, her son 
Louis Baker Bell, Jr.; stepson 
Henry Mellen, stepdaughter 
Lucinda Mellen; and grand-
children, Hope Bell, Molly Bell, 
Palmer Johnson, Dylan Chase, 
and Clark Mellen, along with 
many adoring nieces and 
nephews. She was predeceased 
by her brother Walter Allen Jr., 
and sisters Nancy Belknap, 
Patty Wall, and Leslie Tapscott.

A memorial for immediate 
family will be held in 2025, with 
announcements to follow.

In lieu of flowers, please 
feel free to offer donations to 
the Little Guild of St. Francis, 
Cornwall, CT.

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements. 

Walter Ray Killmer

MILLERTON — On Nov. 
25, Walter Killmer died at his 
home with loved 
ones nearby. 

Walter was born 
Jan. 2, 1951, to the 
late Raymond and 
Charlotte (Brend-
line) Killmer at 
Sharon Hospital.

Walter served 
his country by en-
listing in the U.S. 
Army in 1968. That 
same year, he married Gail 
Harpp who predeceased him 
in 2011. Walter was also prede-
ceased by his beloved daugh-
ter, Brenda Hotaling, as well 
as sister, Judy McGee, and 
brothers Bryant and Milton 
( Jody) Killmer.

Surviving at home are his 
beloved son, Steven Killmer, 
and Steven’s partner Chris-
tina Stickles (Chrissy Burns), 
grandsons Shane and Cole 

Hotaling, who were adored 
by their Poppy. 

Surviving sib-
lings, Jackie Spauld-
ing, April Riley, 
Scott Killmer and 
Joanne Killmer are 
all from Millerton.

Walt had a spe-
cial bond with his 
niece and nephew, 
Charlotte Hum-
bert and Raymond 
Killmer.

Also surviving are several 
nieces and nephews as well 
as cousins.

The family would like to 
thank Chrissy who took such 
loving care of Walter. 

The family will have a cel-
ebration of life in the spring. 

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions could be made to the 
community hospice: The 
Community Hospice, 47 Lib-
erty Street, Catskill, NY 12414.

Betty Marie Belliveau

AMENIA — Betty Ma-
rie (McGhee) Belliveau, 89, 
passed away Mon-
day, Dec. 9. She was 
a resident of Noble 
Horizons Nursing 
Facility in Salisbury, 
in the care of the 
Wagner unit staff. 
She formerly lived 
in Stanfordville 
and Amenia. Born 
March 9, 1935, to 
Mildred (Wire-
house) and Collins S. Mc-
Ghee Sr. in Bethel (Pine Plains, 
New York). She attended Pine 
Plains High School. On Nov. 
14, 1953, she married the love 
of her life, Richard A. Bel-
liveau. They lived in Litch-
field, briefly, then moved to 
Wethersfield Estate in Amenia 
where they settled for 47 years 
and raised their family.

Betty was the main house-
keeper for the Wethersfield 
Estate for many years. She 
was also a licensed hairdress-
er and was employed for 10 
years at Maplebrook School, 
Amenia, as a dorm parent. 

Betty was a wonderful 
mother, grandmother and 
loyal friend to many. She 
loved to cook and garden. 
There wasn’t a recipe she 
couldn’t master or a seed she 
couldn’t nurture.

In her younger years she 
was an avid bowler. She and 
her husband were wonder-
ful dancers. She belonged to 
the Pawling Dutchess Quak-
ers square dance group and 
they participated in many 
round and ballroom dance 
expositions. She also traveled 
abroad to many countries 
including China, England, 
Ireland, Wales, Switzerland, 

Austria, Germany, Nova Sco-
tia, Mexico and frequently to 

Toronto, Canada. 
Until the last 5 
years, she was an 
active member of 
the Forever Young 
Club in Stanford-
ville.

Betty is survived 
by her 5 children; 
Theresa (Robert) 
Brewer of Miller-
ton, Jeffrey (Pris-

cilla) of Yanceyville, North 
Carolina, Andrea (David) 
Lyle of Millerton,Joel (Mary) 
of Millerton and Jill (Ste-
phen) Carroll of Amenia. She 
was proud of her 12 grand-
children; Nicholas Brewer, 
Emily Egan, Erin (Brandon) 
Burke, Rachael Belliveau, 
Aimee (Christopher) Ziegler, 
Trevor (Courtney) Lyle, Levi 
Belliveau, Aera Belliveau, 
Erika Belliveau, Stephen Car-
roll, Gavin (Alyssa) Carroll 
and Logan Carroll. She was 
the great-grandmother to 11 
children. She is also survived 
by many nieces and nephews.

Betty was predeceased by 
her husband Richard (2014), 
her parents, her great grand-
daughter, Averi Burke, her 
brother, Collins McGhee Jr. 
and her sister Janet Hall.

Per her request there will 
be no services. The family will 
gather for a burial and memo-
rial gathering in the late spring. 
In lieu of flowers, donations to 
the employee Christmas Fund, 
in Betty’s memory would be 
greatly appreciated, Noble Ho-
rizons, 17 Cobble Road, Salis-
bury, CT 06068. To leave a 
message of condolence for the 
family or to share a memory, 
please visit peckandpeck.net

P&Z to decide on Wake Robin

By ALEC LINDEN

alecl@lakevillejournal.com

SALISBURY, Conn. — The 
Planning and Zoning Com-
mission is expected to vote 
on a resolution for the Wake 
Robin Inn expansion project 
on Wednesday, Dec. 18, after a 
long, contentious application 
process. 

After six hearings of out-
cry from Lakeville residents, 
the public hearing was finally 
closed at the conclusion of a 
nearly five-hour meeting on 
Tuesday, Dec. 10. P&Z picked 
up the conversation again on 
Thursday evening, Dec. 12, to 
initiate its inter-commission 
deliberation process. 

Near the meeting’s end, 
P&Z Chairman Michael Kl-
emens asked the commission-
ers to indicate if they felt they 
would deny or approve the ap-
plication as it stood so that a 
resolution could be developed 
to formally vote on. Four of the 
five commissioners present 
voted they would likely deny 
the application, however this 
is not P&Z’s final decision — 
the official vote is Wednesday 
evening, Dec. 18.

“Despite the fact that the ap-
plicant put so much effort into 
it, I think there are serious de-
ficiencies,” Klemens said. The 
major issues he cited revolved 
around the incongruence of 
the development with its sur-
rounding residential neighbor-
hood, as well as the “unresolved 
issues of noise and sewer.” 

The other commissioners 
largely agreed with Klemens’ 
appraisal, with several mem-
bers citing the lack of specific-

ity on the part of the applicant’s 
design plans as a major flaw in 
the proposal. 

“I feel this application is 
incomplete in that there’s no 
baseline for the noise level,” 
said commissioner Allen Cock-
erline. He noted that he felt the 
applicant had erred severely by 
not including more data on 
how the new development’s 
construction — specifically the 
proposed event barn — would 
dampen noise pollution into 
the surrounding neighbor-
hood. 

The commission’s primary 
qualms with the project mirror 
many of the complaints levied 
by the public throughout the 
application process, despite 
uneven — and sometimes 
antagonistic — relationships 
between the public and P&Z. 

“Some of the stuff that has 
been said I found highly of-
fensive,” Klemens said, “but 
the bottom line is I think the 
neighbors have made a very 
good case — that the size of 
this expansion is out of char-
acter.” 

At the Dec. 12 meeting, the 
commission also ultimately 
decided the intervenors — a 
panel of experts and attorney 
Perley Grimes representing 
Wells Hill Road residents Bill 
and Angela Cruger — had not 
met the burden of determin-
ing that the project would 
have significant detrimental 
environmental impacts. Josh 
Mackey, attorney for Aradev 
LLC developers, upheld at the 
Dec. 10 meeting that the inter-
venors had failed to demon-
strate negative environmental 
repercussions associated with 

the project “as was the basis of 
their petition.” 

While the intervenor didn’t 
sufficiently demonstrate cause 
for significant environmental 
concern, attorney Grimes’ 
closing remarks to the inter-
venor’s presentation at Tues-
day’s meeting fundamentally 
appealed to scale and neigh-
borly disturbance as the true 
driving issues with the project. 
“It’s too much for the site,” he 
said. “It’s too intrusive. It’s too 
large.” 

“I’m sure the residents of 
Salisbury look to you to see 
to it that the quality of life is 
ensured,” he appealed to the 
commission. 

At the Dec. 12 meeting, Kl-
emens and Cockerline both 
suggested that the applicant 
withdraw without prejudice 
before the vote date so that 

they may restructure their 
plans, including downsizing 
and specifying data points 
within their construction 
schema. 

Thursday night’s proceed-
ings also allowed the commis-
sion to air some grievances that 
have haunted the affair, such as 
addressing public insinuations 
that P&Z and the Land Use Of-
fice, primarily directed at Kl-
emens and Land Use Director 
Abby Conroy, had colluded 
with the applicant Aradev LLC 
while renegotiating zoning 
regulations regarding hotels in 
residential zones.  Cockerline 
asserted that the alterations in 
question have been in develop-
ment for years: “This is noth-
ing new, and it really boils me 
that [Conroy and Klemens] in 
particular are being grilled on 
actually doing a great job.”

www.facebook.com/themillertonnews
Millerton news
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To our readers

This year, I had the honor of stepping in as CEO/
Publisher of two of the oldest, surviving community 
weekly newspapers. After more than 20 years 

with The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News, 
I’ve witnessed the highs and lows – including the pivotal 
conversion to a 501(c)(3) nonprofit in 2021. I am glad to 
report that because of your support, this has been a strong 
year for our local community publications. 

News

Our mission is to deliver trusted local news to our 
communities. On that front, we have expanded the 
newsrooms of both The Millerton News and The Lakeville 
Journal which has added breadth and depth to our coverage 
and set us on a path to a more sustainable news operation.

This year’s reporting highlights include the invasive 
hydrilla threat to our waterways; the EMS cost crisis in 
Millerton and beyond; policy changes in our schools and 
challenges around a proposed merger at Sharon Hospital. 
We continue to cover key projects like the proposed 
redevelopment of the Wake Robin Inn and efforts to rebuild 
the pool at Eddie Collins Park.

We welcomed several new members to our newsroom, 
including Colleen Flynn, a Marist College journalism 
graduate and former intern, as a reporter for The Millerton 
News; Alec Linden, a recent Dartmouth College graduate, 
to The Lakeville Journal; and Nathan Miller, a University of 
Missouri journalism graduate, as Editorial & Digital Content 
Coordinator. Krista Briggs, with a background in journalism 
and education, joined us this fall as Managing Editor of The 
Millerton News (see story, Page A1). 

In the Spring, Natalia Zukerman was promoted to 
Engagement Editor and worked to launch a new email 
newsletter titled “What To Do,” with great success. I’m 
excited to share that she will be expanding her editorial role 
to a new position of Arts, Lifestyle & Engagement Editor 
and will be responsible for guiding and further developing 
all of our arts and lifestyle coverage. 

Sustainability

The sustainability of local news has been in the headlines 
recently and we are working very hard to ensure we 
continue serving our communities for the long term.

To that end, we’re building our business staff both 
through internal promotions, including Caitlin Hanlon’s 
new role as head of our Production department, 
and through new staff including Sally Andre as our 
Development Associate, and Tom Carley, a former New 
York Times executive, as Chief Operating Officer.

And, we have identified additional Board members 
rooted in our communities. This year, we were fortunate to 
add Henry Blodget of West Cornwall, Rob Fish of Salisbury, 
Meg Downey of Millerton, Scott Siegler of Sharon, and 
Dick Hermans of Pine Plains.

Generous grants are helping to stabilize our 
infrastructure, including multi-year support from 
the Foundation for Community Health, along with 
contributions from the Cowles Charitable Trust, and 
The Miami Foundation. The Google News Initiative is 
supporting website improvements, and LION Publishers is 
funding upgrades to our financial systems. 

Community Engagement

This summer, we met with community members in 
Norfolk and Millerton to hear directly about what you 
would like to see in your local news source. And, we again 
convened a festive gathering of local nonprofits at the Street 
Fair in Salisbury.

And, in October, we presented the inaugural Estabrook 
Community Leadership award to the Harney family at a 
Jubilee Country Luncheon. In addition to honoring the 
Harneys for their community leadership and spirit, we 
welcomed a broad swath of community members.

The Next Generation of Journalists

We continue to nurture the next generation of journalists 
thanks to the generous support of The William and Mary 
Greve Foundation, the Northwest Connecticut Community 
Foundation, the Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation, 
the 21st Century Fund — along with individual donors. This 
year, we hosted nine interns from across the region and 
beyond. We are encouraged by the strong interest in our 
program and each “intern season” is an opportunity not just to 
share what we know, but to learn from these talented people.

As always, our top priority remains delivering the news 
and information essential to life in our communities. 

Thank you to our readers, subscribers, advertisers, and 
donors. Your trust, partnership, and support enable us to 
look ahead to a strong 2025. With gratitude.

James H. Clark

CEO/Publisher

Reach out to us

Please don’t hesitate to contact me directly with 
questions, comments, concerns at 860-435-9873 x401 
or jamesc@lakevillejournal.com. 

News: Reach Editor-in-Chief John Coston at  
johnc@millertonnews.com, Millerton News Managing 
Editor Krista Briggs at kristab@millertonnews.com, 
and Lakeville Journal Managing Editor Riley Klein at 
rileyk@lakevillejournal.com.

Letters to the Editor may be emailed to publisher@
lakevillejournal.com or submitted via our websites.

Obituaries may be submitted to editor@
lakevillejournal.com or via our websites.

Advertising questions can be directed to Mary 
Wilbur, maryw@lakevillejournal.com, or Roxanne Lee, 
roxannel@lakevillejournal.com. And for classified line 
ads, Lyndee Stalter at lyndees@lakevillejournal.com.

Legal Notices can be sent to Michelle Eisenman at 
legals@lakevillejournal.com.

Subscription questions including new subscriptions, 
renewals and address changes can be sent to 
circulation@lakevillejournal.com.

“Show off.”“Show off.”

‘Tis The Season — some thoughts

In these challenging times, 
embracing the beauty amid 
the chaos can be difficult.  
With so many voices pushing 
us to fear, embody busyness 
and buying, and check off our 
many holiday lists, it can be 
overwhelming to consider the 
gift of the moment.  There-
fore, I offer these thoughts 
to encourage and empower 
those who read them to cel-
ebrate some of the spiritual 
gifts of the season—whether 
they are “church-folks” or not. 
More than a few traditional 
Christian teachings are worth 
considering and embracing to 
increase your spiritual health 
this December.

December 1st was the first 
Sunday of Advent, marking 
the beginning of the Christian 
New Year.  Echoing how the 
light of creation came out of 
chaos and darkness, Advent 
is a season where the days get 
shorter, and the world has 
much more darkness than 
light.  During these shadowy 
times, Christians are called to 

meditate on hope, joy, peace, 
and love—the secret sauce of 
the light and grace the world 
desperately craves.  Like an 
answered prayer, the Winter 
Solstice passes, and then we 
see the coming again of the 
Light in the celebration of 
Christmas.  This constant and 
abiding celebration of Christ-
light is a clarion call for the 
belief that brighter days are 
coming again, inviting us to 
enter a life lived in the light 
instead of the darkness.

Advent is a season en-
couraging us to give sincere 
thought and planning regard-
ing our belief in the Light and 
our commitment to being a 
people of the Light.  Each 
week, we consider the four 
core values of our faith: hope, 
joy, peace, and love.  We pre-
pare our hearts and our homes 
for the inbreaking of the heav-
enly into the earthly realm.  
We reach out to others with 
goodwill and generosity.  We 
show through our words and 
deeds that we believe in the 

brightness of the human soul, 
sharing care and compassion 
with whomever we meet.

As we go forth into this 
transformative month, we 
know the light still shines 
even in the darkest mo-
ments.  It beckons us to live 
in its warmth with all our 
hearts.  It entices us to share 
its illumination with our 
friends, family, community, 
and country.  Yes, it is a ten-
der and challenging moment 
for the world.  This is why 
we need people who believe 
in and nurture the light more 
than ever.  Please join us in 
the work that lies ahead by 
recommitting to faith in the 
Divine and humanity’s ability 
to reflect the light in beauty-
filled ways.  You, dear one, 
have a light worth shining.  
Keep glowing, friends.  

With luminous faith,
Rev. Dr. Anna Crews

 Camphouse

Pastor of Lakeville UMC, 
Millerton UMC,

and Sharon UMC

Amenia 

Fire thanks

On Sunday, December 
15, the Amenia Fire Com-
pany sponsored our monthly 
Pancake Breakfast. We were 
pleased to have a crowd of 186 
people in attendance for our 
monthly meal and we appre-
ciate Santa taking time out of 
his busy schedule to stop by!  
We rely on the breakfasts to 
raise needed money for gen-
eral operations and we always 
appreciate the support of the 
community. 

We thank everyone who 
attends our events and we 
will return again on January 
19, 2025.

Andy Murphy

on behalf of the 
Breakfast Committee 

Amenia Fire Co. 
and  Auxiliary

Amenia

Christmas dance; rash of burglaries; Y2K plans

December 21, 1933

‘Christmas Dance’; A 
dance is to be conducted in 
the auditorium of the high 
school building Christmas 
night. The program will in-
clude both round and square 
dancing with music by Gar-
rity’s orchestra. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank S. 
Pulver motored to Troy 
Wednesday to bring home 
their daughter, Miss Ger-
tude Pulver, who is enjoying 
a three weeks’ vacation from 
the Emma Willard School

Wanted: Coal Range with 
reservoir and warming closet. 
Mrs. C.H. Loan, Millerton. 
Phone 40-3.

December 19, 1974

‘Webutuck Still Negotiat-
ing’; Webutuck teachers and 
School Board and administra-
tors had a tentative contract 
negotiating meeting planned 
for Wednesday night, Dec. 18.

Sign-carrying teachers 
continued demonstrations 
last Thursday morning in 
front of the Webutuck Junior-
Senior High School.

‘Police Investigate Rash of 
Burglaries’; New York State 
Police are investigating a rash 
of burglaries in the area. In 
the past week and one half 
three stores in Amenia and 
one house in Millerton have 
been hit by burglars. 

Sometime on the night 
of Dec. 6-7, burglars broke a 
front window in the Amenia 
Drug Store, owned by Max 
Rubin, and stole $180 in  cur-
rency. On Wednesday, Dec. 11. 
Between 1 and 7 a.m., the Im-
maculate Conception Church 
in Amenia, rectory and school 
were entered. The proceeds 
from a bingo game, $500 

in case, was stolen from the 
rectory which was entered 
through a basement window.

Burglars entered an un-
locked side door and pried 
open interior doors in the 
church and school, but noth-
ing was taken, according to 
BCI Investigator Louis Bat-
tistello who is investigating 
the incident.

The Colonial Pharmacy 
in Amenia, owned by Rich-
ard Fernandez, was broken 
into through a window on 
the north side of the building 
and burglars exited through a 
rear door. Nothing was stolen, 
reported Investigator McNal-
len.

Approximately $1500 
worth of camera equipment 
plus two kerosene lamps were 
stolen on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 
from Leland Hulst III who 
resides in a farmhouse on 
Winchell Mountain Road, 
Millerton.

December 16, 1999

‘MFD Makes Y2K Plans’; 
MILLERTON — The Mil-
lerton Fire Department has 
released its plan to deal with 
the worst-case scenario of the 
Y2K computer glitch at year’s 
end.

According to Chief Mike 
Segelken, the department has 
stocked up on non-perishable 
food items to have available in 
case of emergency. The de-
partment will be on standby 
on New Year’s Eve.

“We will be able to pre-
pare food and have heat,” 
Mr. Segelken told the Village 
Board.

The chief also spoke to 
Grand Union and the super-
market has agreed to have ad-
ditional food items available 
if there is an extended period 
of power loss.

If power does go out, the 
department will have room 
for about 50 people to sleep. 

‘Millerton Chamber of 
Commerce Report’; MIL-
LERTON — Passers-by may 
have noticed that the village 
has been nicely decorated, 
thanks to volunteers working 
with the Greater Millerton 
Chamber of Commerce.

Roping and wreaths have 
been put up in the village, 
adding to a festive holiday 

spirit.
Membership in the cham-

ber continues to grow. Cur-
rent members include Manna 
Dew Health Foods; Steed’s 
Reality; Oblong Books and 
Records; Kristie Schmidt, 
M.D.; McLean Ford Inc.; 
David Gavin Salon; Downey, 
Haab and Murphy, Esqs.; 
Davis and Trotta, Esqs.; The 
Hamilton Inn; Millerton Ap-
pliance Store; Saperstein’s; 
Diamonti’s Restaurant; DVR 
Artist and Framing Shop; 
Millerton Deli; Christina’s 
Garden Restaurant; Terni’s; 
Thriftique; William Cole 
Agency; North East Phar-
macy; and MCI Industrial 
Park.

Letters to the edi-

tor deadline is 10 a.m. 

Monday for that week’s 

publication. No more 

than 500 words. Send 

to editor@millerton-

news.com. Please in-

clude a phone number 

for confirmation.
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OPINION SPORTS

THE BODY 

SCIENTIFIC 

Richard Kessin

Brief history of 

vaccines: Smallpox

High on a slope above 
Farmington, Con-
necticut, far from 

settled places, there is a slab 
of granite angled so that its 
face is nearly vertical. Names 
have been chiseled into the 
rock.  They are not the work 
of graffiti artists, but rather 
are carefully done, as if by 
stone masons with time on 
their hands in  the 1790s.  The 
site contained a smallpox hos-
pital, probably only a cabin of 
which there remains no trace, 
where people who had vacci-
nated themselves with fluids 
from smallpox pustules stayed 
until the scabs fell off and they 
were no longer infectious. (I 
learned about these carvings 
after a talk I gave before the 
pandemic and in the five or 
six years since, sadly, I lost 
the names of the people who 
told me.)There were other 
hospitals in New York and 
New England, including the 
ruined smallpox hospital on 
Roosevelt Island in the East 
River of New York whose ru-
ins remain. 

Smallpox was ferociously 
contagious and deadly. It prob-
ably killed or disfigured more 
human beings over the cen-
turies, perhaps more than any 
other disease. It came in waves, 
killing or scarring as much as 
8% of the population at a time. 
The death rate once a person 
had smallpox was much high-
er. People knew it when they 
saw it because its symptoms, 
including frightening pustules, 
were unique. Wikipedia has an 
excellent summary, including 
images of patients and a U.S. 
Army training film from 1967.  
It is grim, but to understand 
the devastation of such vi-
ruses, far beyond Covid, and 
the painfully acquired knowl-
edge that eradicated smallpox 
in 1977, read the text and watch 
the film. 

The first preventative was 
variolation, a vaccine precur-
sor used in China starting in 
about 1500 and introduced to 
Europe by Lady Mary Mon-
tagu, who is usually but in-
adequately described as the 
wife of a British diplomat 
posted to the Ottoman Em-
pire. There was much more 
to her.  She defied a tyrannical 
father who wanted her to live 
without books and to marry a 
wealthy man named Viscount 
Sir Clotworthy Skeffington 
(forgive me).  The diplomat, 
Edward Wortley Montagu,  
took Mary to Constantinople 
and promptly found that she 
was intrepid and visited many 
places including the women’s 
baths which she described in 
letters and books. She was a 
gifted and curious traveler 
and writer.  Mary Montagu 
had two children and when 
she returned to Great Brit-
ain, she had them ‘engrafted’ 
with smallpox, the first British 
children to be treated, against 
strong opposition from the 
British medical establishment 
who viewed the procedure as 
folk medicine. 

What did the medical es-
tablishment know about in-
fectious disease in 1800? The 
answer is practically nothing. 
They knew that once a person 
had a disease and survived, 
they were usually immune 
to it thereafter. They did not 
know about viruses or bacte-

ria. Bacteria had seen under 
van Leuwenhoek’s micro-
scope, but never associated 
with disease. Neither physi-
cians nor scientists knew that 
living organisms were essen-
tial for making bread, wine, 
or vinegar. Viruses would not 
be described for a hundred 
years until 1894. They were 
called filterable agents and 
not seen until the 1940s when 
electron microscopes became 
available. The physicians and 
scientists of 1800 had no idea 
that there was something we 
now call the immune system, 
or that people and animals 
had defenses that could be 
mobilized. 

The smallpox story turns 
to Gloucestershire and dairy 
farms where a disease, called 
cowpox is caused by a virus 
(we now know) that closely re-
sembles smallpox in its DNA 
sequence. (Monkey pox is also 
part of this group.) Cowpox is 
relatively benign, causing only 
a few mild scabs on the arms 
of milkmaids and other dairy 
workers. Milkmaids who got 
cowpox, never got smallpox, 
and they noticed. It’s a little 
late, but credit to them.

Edward Jenner was a 
Gloucestershire physician 
who also noticed the peculiar-
ities of cowpox and prepared 
many case studies, showing 
that prior infection with 
cowpox prevents infection by 
smallpox. Edward Jenner as-
sembled his case studies with 
fine drawings and submitted 
them for publication to The 
Royal Society where he was 
rejected. Someone who did 
see virtue in Jenner’s work 
was Napoleon Bonaparte, 
then in power; he welcomed 
Jenner to France with honors 
and vaccinated his armies. 

All of this might make 
you think that after 1800 
there would be a deluge of 
new vaccines.  But it took 80 
years, or four generations, and 
much of the 19th century.  To 
explain why, we will keep go-
ing, vaccine by vaccine: first 
anthrax, then animal cholera, 
and finally, the rabies vaccine, 
which arrived on a wing and 
a prayer in 1885.

Richard Kessin is Professor 
Emeritus of Pathology and Cell 
Biology at The Columbia Uni-
versity Medical Center and has 
been writing The Body Scientific 
column for 15 years.

Salisbury proves its dominance 

with 8-1 win against Millbrook

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@lakevillejournal.com

MILLBROOK — An un-
suspecting crowd left Bon-
tecou Rink shocked Monday 
night, Dec. 9, after the boys 
varsity hockey matchup be-
tween Millbrook and Salis-
bury ended with an 8-1 Salis-
bury win.

The heated game saw ten-
sions between the two teams 
climb to a fever-pitch on the 
ice. Slams and blocks pro-
gressed into would-be fisti-
cuffs on the ice on multiple 
occasions, forcing referees 
and players to pull the of-
fending parties off each other. 

Salisbury’s first goal came 
within minutes of the game’s 
start, followed by a dominat-
ing series of plays that brought 
Salisbury’s lead to 4-0 by the 
end of the first period. 

The Millbrook boys didn’t 
find much success in cutting 

their opponent’s lead as the 
girls did in the Dec. 4 game 
against Taft School. In the sec-
ond period, Salisbury further 
cemented their lead by scor-
ing two more goals, bringing 
the game to 6-0. 

Millbrook tried to regain 
their footing on the ice, but 
Salisbury kept knocking their 
skates out from under them. 

The puck rarely stayed on 
Salisbury’s side of the rink 
for long. It seemed every time 
Millbrook ejected Salisbury’s 
squad the boys would simply 
regroup and retake.

A quick look at the shot 
count before the start of the 
third period shows a key 
difference in Salisbury and 
Millbrook’s play styles, and 

reinforces the old cliché origi-
nally coined by hockey legend 
Wayne Gretzky: Salisbury had 
taken nearly three times as 
many shots as Millbrook. 

Millbrook’s valiant efforts 
culminated in a single goal 
early in the third period, but 
Salisbury stayed Millbrook’s 
momentum keeping  the score 
at 8-1 until the final buzzer.

Webutuck hosts HVRHS for basketball scrimmage

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@lakevillejournal.com

AMENIA —  The boys of 
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School’s basketball teams 
visited Webutuck High School 
Tuesday, Dec. 10, for a pre-sea-
son practice scrimmage.

The scrimmage was a typi-
cal series of 10 minute face-
offs alternating between var-
sity and junior varsity squads.

Housy was the more suc-
cessful squad in the scrim-
mage, but Webutuck didn’t 
make the wins easy for the 
visiting team. Housy’s won 
all but one of the scrimmages, 
but none with a difference of 
more than five points. 

In the third scrimmage of 
the night — the second varsity 
matchup — Webutuck and 
Housy matched each other 
point for point. For most of the 
scrimmage Housy was up by a 
basket or two, but at the five 
minute mark Webutuck turned 
the game around on a fast break 
to close Housy’s lead. 

For the next two or three 
minutes, Housy tried to re-
build their lead only to be 
matched by Webutuck. The 
scrimmage came down to an 
11-11 tie in the final thirty sec-
onds. Then, with a rebound 
and another fast break, Webu-
tuck scored the winning bas-
ket with just fifteen seconds 
on the clock, not enough time 
for Housy to rebut. 

That scrimmage was We-
butuck’s only win of the night, 
but the team demonstrated 
perseverance throughout.

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

Matthew Brooks, no. 8, attempts to steal the puck from Salisbury’s Ryan Hedley, no. 10.

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

Webutuck’s Junior Varsity squad lost the scrimmage overall despite success at the rim.

Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning.

Rally held in hopes 

of stopping Iroquois 

Pipeline expansion

By COLLEEN FLYNN

colleenf@millertonnews.com

ALBANY — A rally at the 
New York State Capital War 
Room in Albany, New York, 
was held on Monday, Dec. 16, 
to stop the Iroquois Pipeline 
expansion project.

The expansion of the Iro-
quois Pipeline would increase 
fracked gas use downstate, ex-
pand compressors in Athens 
and Dover and double the pres-
sure of the pipeline as it goes 
across the Hudson Valley, Con-
necticut and under the Long 
Island Sound to bring more gas 
to New York City and Long Is-
land. 

Emily Skydel, the Hud-
son Valley senior organizer 
for Food & Water Watch, 
said, “We’ve seen increases in 
storms, drought, forest fires, so 

we know that the increase in 
methane emissions has a very 
serious impact on our safety... 
That’s number one.”

“Number two, dangerous 
carcinogenic chemicals from 
the project also puts everyone 
at risk,” said Skydel, who ex-
plained the issues associated 
with pipelines, especially older 
ones.

Susan Karnes Hecht, Town 
of Poughkeepsie Climate Smart 
Task Force Chair, agreed, say-
ing,  “The dangers and health 
risks of this project… are too 
numerous to list.”

A letter listing over 100 or-
ganizations and eight munici-
palities in support of stopping 
the expansion was presented 
for Gov. Hochul’s review. The 
Town of North East passed a 
resolution in November against 
the pipeline’s furtherance.
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We operate as a 501 (c)(3); donations are tax deductible.

Why support local news?
Local Matters

The Lakeville Journal    The Millerton News

Since becoming a nonpro� t, what’s kept The Lakeville Journal 
and The Millerton News going are the thousands of loyal readers and advertisers

 who value both publications as the most reliable sources of information in our area,
 and the generous donations from people like you and your neighbors.

Here’s what your neighbors are saying about why 
they value The Lakeville Journal & The Millerton News

Please consider donating today.  Use the envelope in today’s paper,
 visit lakevillejournal.com/donate or millertonnews.com/donate, 
or mail a check to The Lakeville Journal & The Millerton News, 

64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031.

“I read The 
Lakeville Journal 
because it keeps 

me informed 
about what’s 

going on in our 
community. It 

does so without a 
point of view, one 
way or another.”

MARY TAYLOR

“I love The Lakeville Journal because it holds 
our whole community together.”

ALEXANDRA PETERS

“I love The Lakeville Journal because it 
tells me  what is going on in the community 

and it’s an independent newspaper.”
KATY KINSOLVING

We get it every week.  It 
keeps me in the loop about 
what is going on up here.  I 

would never not have it.
JIMMY AYOUB

“I love The 
Lakeville Journal 

because I am 
a newspaper 
junkie.  It’s 

local and it’s a 
wonderful way of 
connecting with 
the community.” 

JAY JOLLY

“I particularly love the 
police blotter and I 

love the letters to the 
editor.  I’ve written a few 
myself and it’s a way to 
appreciate the diversity 
of opinion in our towns.”

FRED PETERS

“I love the fact the paper is covering 
Amenia and you are well on your 
way to being a great newspaper.”
CHRIS KENNAN

“We’ve lived here for 60 years and the Journal is 
what you go to for all sorts of information. It’s always 

been a wonderful thing to read each week.”
MIMI ESTES

“I like The Millerton News and The Lakeville Journal because 
I’m  a great supporter of non-pro� t news and that’s the way 

to go from here on out.  I read everything in the paper.”
FRANK FITZMAURICE

“I love The Lakeville 
Journal because 

it’s authentic 
and community 

oriented.”
KRISTY FOSS

“I’ve been reading it for 48 years.  Great 
news coverage, great editorials.”

DICK CASSIN

“It’s a way to understand 
how the community 

works. I’ve been a devoted 
Millerton News subscriber 

and I almost always 
read it cover to cover.

You need to have a source for 
the facts in age with so many 
di� erent platforms, so a local 

newspaper is important.”
EDIE GREENWOOD

“I really like The 
Lakeville Journal 
because it brings 

people together and 
there a lot of good 

topics that 
you don’t learn 
anywhere else.”

JACKSON MAGYER 

“I grew up in northwest 
Connecticut and The Lakeville 
Journal has always been part 

of my life and part of my 
family’s life. It has everything 

you need to know. It’s the 
voice of the community and 
it is so important to support 

independent journalism; 
something that is dying in the 
United States.  That requires 

people to step up 
to the plate and support it.”

ROBERTA WILLIS

“ I like The 
Millerton 
News as 
a way to 
� nd out local news and 
they publish pictures of 
my children. There’s so 
much that people can 
do in our community 
but only if they have a 
local news source.”
MEGAN MUSGROVE

“I love the police blotter and hearing about all the events 
happening in our community, and letters to the editor.”

CAROL KALIKOW

“I’ve lived here for 50 years 
and I’ve seen many iterations 
of the paper and thank God 
for its survival.   Every town 

needs a paper.  The Journal is 
covering local issues that I would 

never necessarily know about 
and they are covering them in 

depth.  It’s a critically important 
form of community knowledge 
but also creating a community 

and helping it to thrive.”
BARBARA MALTBY

“I like the editorial page.  
I’m thrilled with Natalia 
Zuckerman’s new events 
newsletter.  She’s really 

opening our eyes to what’s 
happening all over our area.”

BOBBIE OLSEN

“I love The 
Lakeville 

Journal for 
telling me what 

is going on in 
my community, 
giving me very 

factual news and 
also news about  
cultural events.”
MIKE ABRAM

Scan to donate online.

“I’ve been reading The Millerton News 
since we moved here 60 years ago. I 
check all the latest school board news 
and other local government meetings. 
The paper is important for accountability 
of government and how they spend our money.”
JULIE SCHROEDER

“I love The 
Lakeville Journal 
because it tells you 
what happened in 
town last week and all 
the wonderful things going on.”
PAT JENNY

“I love The 
Lakeville 
Journal because 
it tells you all 
the news that no 
one else will tell you.”
HELEN ROSS

NAME _________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ___________________________________________   ZIP CODE _________

TELEPHONE ________________    EMAIL_____________________________________

In support of our local Paper, enclosed please � nd my check/money order 
in the amount of $ _________ , made payable to LJMN Media.

“I read The Millerton News to help 
stay connected to the community 
because that is the role of local 
journalism to make people aware 
of resources and wonderful things in 
their neck of the woods.  That’s the number 
one thing that a newspaper should be doing. 
I think it’s important that people have a stake in 
where they live and have a passion for it. And to 
build that you need to have someone exploring 
for them because we can’t go out individually and 
interview everyone  that a newspaper can.”
DICK HERMANS
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of town wastewater projects.
Mayor Jenn Najdek, whose 

2024 projects include obtain-
ing grant monies, ensuring 
the installation of new fire 
hydrants in the village and 
swapping out streetlights, is 
also working on multiple goals 
for the year ahead. Her main 
concern is reaching the finish 
line in a timely fashion.

“I’d just like to make sure 
projects are completed,” said 
Najdek, who cited several 
2025 ambitions she’s currently 
working towards. “Wastewa-
ter, phase two construction 
of the park, the swimming 
pool and the bathhouse.” Ad-
ditionally, Najdek hopes to 
wrap up the installation of all 
LED streetlights, which she 
acknowledges is a work in 
progress. 

While their upcoming 
hopes for the village and the 
town are important to Na-
jdek and Kennan, they’re also 

focusing at on wishing Mil-
lerton residents all the best in 
December. “It’s a very special 
time for a lot of people, a great 
time to get together with fam-
ily to celebrate the holiday and 
think about the year ahead,” 
said Kennan. “We have a 
wonderful, inclusive and sup-
portive community where we 
think of each other, especially 
at this time of year.”

Najdek echoed Kennan’s 
sentiments, saying, “I want 
to wish everyone a healthy, 
happy and safe holiday sea-
son. I hope everyone gets to 
spend time with the friends 
and loved ones.” Najdek was 
also quick to convey her grati-
tude to Townscape, whom she 
credited with making the sea-
son brighter for their work in 
putting up the village lights. 
“A big thank you to them for 
all their efforts in making 
Millerton look pretty for the 
holidays.”

fill out and return to the San-
ta Mailbox. The mailbox sits 
outside the fire department’s 
building starting Nov. 1, wait-
ing to receive as many letters 
from children as possible. In 
the letter, each child is sup-
posed to tell Santa what they 
want for Christmas.

“All the volunteers come 
together and drive all of the 
fire trucks in a parade, and 

we bring Santa to all the ad-
dresses that we have of the 
kids that wrote letters,” said 
Rogers, “We bring Santa to all 
their houses. They get to get a 
picture with Santa, and Santa 
gives them a gift.”

The Santa Run began at 
10:00 in the morning and ran 
until 3:30 p.m., ensuring each 
child who turned in a letter 
received their gift from Santa. 

sary additional precautions. 
Testing will determine dam-
aged building materials for 
the presence of asbestos and 
any other hazardous materials 
that may have been disturbed 
as a result of the history of 
leaks. Samples will be taken 
to monitor indoor air quality.

Due to the potential pres-
ence of asbestos-containing 
materials in the auditorium 

ceiling, that area will remain 
closed until school officials 
have a full assessment of the 
structural integrity of that 
roof and the related ceiling 
system beneath, Hernandez 
Pidala said.

The issue of roof remedia-
tion was expected to be in-
cluded on the agenda of the 
next meeting of the Central 
School District Board. 

Participants at annual conference encouraged to 

ThinkDifferently by respecting evolving etiquette norms

By KRISTA A. BRIGGS

kristab@millertonnews.com

HYDE PARK, N.Y. — On 
Thursday, Dec. 5, the annual 
ThinkDifferently conference 
was held at the Henry A. Wal-
lace Visitor and Educational 
Center in Hyde Park, New 
York. The conference strived 
to enlighten participants on 
evolving protocols for ad-
dressing and collaborating 
with individuals with chal-
lenges. 

Hosted by Dana Hopkins, 
program director of All Abili-
ties at the Department of 
Behavioral and Community 
Health, ThinkDifferently is 
an initiative first launched in 
2015 by former county execu-
tive Marc Molinaro with a 
goal to provide services to 
individuals with varying 
abilities and guidance for 
others such as businesses and 
communities to help create a 
more inclusive society.

The conference, which is 
in its eighth year, has evolved 
throughout its existence. 
Hopkins said while the one 
consistent has been its daily 
duration, the presentation 
and subject matter has varied. 
“Each year has been a full-day 
conference which has includ-
ed discussions with authors, 
clinical professionals, et ce-
tera. Previous conferences 
included a ‘services across 
the lifespan’ session, which 
covered birth to death,” she 
said. “We adjusted our for-
mat based on feedback from 
attendees as the services 
through the lifespan [session] 
was often redundant.”

This year’s conference was 

broken into a morning ses-
sion which included opening 
remarks from county execu-
tive Sue Serino to welcome 
participants and show her 
support for the initiative 
followed by personal expe-
riences from panelists and 
preferred protocols while 
interacting with individuals 
with challenges. The after-
noon session featured speak-
er Emma Arnoff, a licensed 
social worker, who further 
elaborated on protocols, the 
subject of neurodiversity 
which is described as vary-
ing manners of how the brain 
works, and ableism which is 
defined as discriminatory 
practices and prejudicial at-
titudes towards individuals 
with challenges. The audi-
ence consisted primarily of 
educators, social services 
workers, and providers to 
individuals with varying 
abilities.

According to Hopkins, 
ThinkDifferently has less 

to do with individuals and 
is more supports-oriented. 
“ThinkDifferently is not di-
rect programming for people 
with disabilities and/or their 
families,” she said. “Rather, a 
key component of the work 
we do is helping individu-
als and families navigate the 
often-complicated network 
of providers, as well as re-
sources available at various 
levels of government. We 
also create and host inclusive 
events throughout the year, 
but most services and pro-
grams are contracted out to 
our local nonprofit agencies.”

Respectful speech and 
courteous behavior as well 
as consideration for personal 
preferences were amongst 
the themes for this year’s 
conference. According to 
both Hopkins and Arnoff, 
while there are no set rules 
of etiquette, and the vernac-
ular is constantly evolving, 

it’s important to consider the 
individual and their desires. 
As Hopkins explained, the 
vernacular can vary between 
person-first and identity-first 
language, a more recent trend 
which began only a few years 
ago.

“Disability etiquette is 
individually based and con-
stantly changing,” she said. 
“When we are speaking about 
people who have disabilities 
(and we do not know their 
preferences) we use person-
first language (meaning we 
say ‘person with a disabil-
ity’ versus ‘disabled person’ 
which is identity-first lan-
guage). Only in instances 
when someone has spe-
cifically told us they prefer 
identity-first language do we 
utilize that. For individuals 
with mobility devices or oth-
er aides (canes for those that 
are blind or have low vision), 
never touch their devices or 

aides, unless they ask you to, 
and/or if you ask and they say 
yes. Think of the devices and 
aides as extensions of their 
bodies.”

While sensitivity towards 
others is always appropriate, 
terminology is fluid. Words 
and phrases which were once 
socially acceptable such as 
‘special needs’, ‘handicapped’, 
‘impairment’ and ‘differently 
abled’ are now to be avoided, 
which is proper and cor-
rect. “Language always is 
and should be evolving,” 
Arnoff said. “This move to 
first-person language comes 
from neurodivergent people 
finding pride in who they are 
and not seeing themselves 
as deficient. As the language 
evolves, it is our job to learn 
and listen.” Hopkins agreed, 
saying, “Some of these phras-
es/words are euphemisms to 
make those without disabili-
ties feel better when talking 
about disabilities, but they 
aren’t helpful to people with 
disabilities.”

While attitudes and lan-
guage has trended more to-
ward sensitivity toward indi-
viduals with varying abilities, 
both Arnoff and Hopkins 
emphasized the importance 
of two-way communication, 
and also, of being mindful of 

lessons from previous years. 
“People with disabilities are 
just that: people,” Hopkins 
said. “To find out more about 
what is appropriate and what 
isn’t, talk with the disability 
community.”

Arnoff, too, reinforced 
the need for understanding 
and awareness, saying, “It’s 
important that we don’t beat 
ourselves up for what we did 
in the past and rather learn 
from it to be different in the 
future. It is critical we do this 
by listening ... It is not our job 
to change or fix [them] but 
rather to learn about what 
makes them who they are, so 
we can see what makes them 
amazing.” 

The conference is only one 
event on ThinkDifferently’s 
very active calendar. Up-
coming happenings include 
a sensory-sensitive perfor-
mance of “The Nutcracker” 
on Friday, Dec. 13, the Dance 
Forever/Rhythm Works hip-
hop dance program for young 
people of varying abilities on 
Saturday mornings, twice-
monthly workshops on ap-
plying for social security 
disability programs and a 
retreat in mid-January for 
neurodiverse young adults. 
For more information, visit 
www.thinkdifferently.net.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Top row (left to right): Panelist Shadei Williams; Dana Hopkins, Dutchess County All 

Abilities Program Director; panelist Johnny Vacca; Dutchess County Executive Sue 

Serino. Bottom row: (left to right): Panelist Wayne Robinson; panelist Tracy Wallace; 

panelist Samantha Van Alstyne

Please visit millertonnews.com/donate 
to give a donation of any size.

Local Matters

The Lakeville Journal    The Millerton News

Think Local: We Do
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COMPASS

WHDD AM 1020  
Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

17 Cobble Rd.
Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-9851
noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Join us and have lots of fun while 
burning calories, improving your 
flexibility, coordination, and 
more in our Saturday Zumba 
class with certified Zumba 
instructor Placido Birriel. 
One-time registration is required.
Go to www.noblehorizons.org/
events or scan the QR code below.

ZUMBA!
Saturdays • 10-11AM

Community Room

On view through January 12, 2025

VICTOR  
MIRABELLI 

Solo Exhibition 
THROUGH LAYERS

AARRGGAAZZZZII  AARRTT
22 Millerton Road Lakeville, CT  |  860.435.8222  |  argazziart.com

COMPASS
Your Guide to Tri-State Arts, Entertainment & Lifestyle

Shooting the breeze  
with Christopher Little

Cold Spring,  
a not-so-hidden 
Hudson Valley gem

According to 
Alissa Malnati, 
co-creator of the 

new coffee table tome, 
“Cold Spring, NY”, after 
twenty-five years in the 
urban jungle, it was time 
to go in search of a cure 
for the angst which, for 
some, can come with 
metropolitan living. “My 
husband and I were soul 
sick,” explained Malnati 
of the couple’s move to 
Cold Spring, a Hudson 
River town located in 
leafy Putnam County. 

“We were seeking resto-
ration and quiet, and to 
be in nature, away from 
the hustle and bustle of 
the city.”

The time was right 
for a move in 2021. The 
Malnatis relocated 
from busy Brooklyn to 
a tranquil mountaintop 
abode which allowed 
them to decompress 
without the intrusion of 
cell phones and cease-
less city noise. With 

Continued on next page

'What I really 
feel lucky 
about is 

having had the chance 
to meet and photograph 
so many people who 
had a real impact on 
our lives,” said Christo-
pher Little whose new 
memoir, “Shooting the 
Breeze: Memories of a 
Photojournalist” was 
just released. The book is 
as eclectic and colorful 
as the man himself and 
offers an intimate look 
into Little’s globe-trotting 
career spent behind the 
lens, capturing some of 
the most iconic figures, 
events, and human sto-
ries of the past half-cen-
tury.

In 2021, the Dolph 
Briscoe Center for Amer-
ican History at The Uni-
versity of Texas acquired 
Little’s photographic 
archive. 

“I had two young 
women who spent three 
months in my basement 
cataloging this stuff,” 
said Little. “So, while 
they were working, I was 
scanning as much as I 
could for this book.”  After 
the three months, Little 
described that a “big blue 
truck” came to take away 
his 371,574 images which 
are now a permanent 
addition to the Briscoe 
Center’s internationally 
significant photojour-
nalism collection. “It’s 
very bittersweet,” shared 
Little. “It was literally a 
life’s work driving away, 
but I’m so glad to have 
it there. And I’m in good 
company.”

Little has always 
kept good company; his 
career is a testament 
to a charmed life and 
relentless curiosity. Born 

and raised in Manhattan, 
Little’s father was a jour-
nalist with The New York 
Herald Tribune writing a 
five-day-a-week column 
covering the theater. His 
mother was a playwright, 
and the couple often had 
famous people to their 
apartment. 

Little’s father was 
beloved and dropping 

his name not only helped 
open doors early on but 
put his subjects at ease. 
“He taught me a lot about 
journalism and the basic 
idea that I should look for 
another angle.”

This “other angle” is 
what makes Little’s pho-
tographs so evocative—
he’s able to capture an 
entire story in a static im-

age. “There’s a picture by 
Nat Fein, a really famous 
picture,” said Little about 
one of his early influenc-
es. “It was the first sports 
photograph to ever win 
the Pulitzer Prize. It’s a 

PHOTO BY MARTIN TANDLER

Little with his dog, Ruby. 

BOOKS: KRISTA BRIGGS

Continued on Page B3

PHOTO BY KRISTA A. BRIGGS

“Cold Spring, NY” depicts life in a notable 
Hudson River town with a rich history and much 
natural beauty.

PHOTOGRAPHY: NATALIA ZUKERMAN



Ani Jenkins brings whimsical 
wood sculptures to HVRHS gallery

...Christopher Little
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EARLY EARLY DEADLINEDEADLINE
Advertising deadline including legal notices,

for the Jan. 2TH issues will be
FRIDAY, DEC. 20TH, at NOON

Classifi ed line deadline will be
MONDAY, DEC. 23RD, at NOON

NO NEWSPAPERS PRINTED
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26TH

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!
Offi ces closed Dec. 24 - Dec. 27 & Dec. 31 - Jan. 1

lakevillejournal.com

millertonnews.com

At � e Movies 354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 1 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Now  
Showing

7:00 pm
12/20, 21

CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY
WICKED  - PG | GLADIATOR II - R

12/26, 27, 28
A COMPLETE UNKNOWN - R

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 12/20 > THU 12/26 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

GIFT CARDS ✴ MEMBERSHIPS ✴ PRIVATE PARTIES

MUFASA I WICKED
GLADIATOR II

Fri. Dec. 20 @ 7:00 PM
MOVIE 

TRIVIA NIGHT
Free. No ticket required.

FLOW I BABYGIRL

Sun. Dec. 22, 3PM
Mon. Dec 23, 7PM 

Royal Ballet
THE 

NUTCRACKER
Tickets On Sale Now!closes 12/24 opens Xmas Day 12/25

closes 12/23

A COMPLETE 
UNKNOWN opens Xmas Eve 12/24opens Xmas Eve 12/24

MEMBERSHIPS ✴ PRIVATE PARTIES

 BABYGIRL NUTCRACKER
Tickets On Sale Now!opens Xmas Day 12/25

(518) 789-0022

Fri. Dec. 20 @ 7:00 PM

TRIVIA NIGHT

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 12/27 > THU 01/02 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

GIFT CARDS ✴ MEMBERSHIPS ✴ PRIVATE PARTIES

BABYGIRL

MUFASA: 
THE LION KING

A COMPLETE 
UNKNOWN

WICKED
Space is limited. 

Advance Reservations
Recommended.

Sat. Dec. 28 @ 1:00 PM
Free Family Movie

Sponsored by

SHREK

Sat. Dec. 28 @ 1:00 PM

NEW YEAR’S EVE
AT

MORGAN’S RESTAURANT

B.D. LENZ

WITH
SPECIAL GUEST

860-435-9878 | 74 INTERLAKEN ROAD, LAKEVILLE, CT

TUESDAY DECEMBER 31ST 6-9PM

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED | CALL TO RESERVE YOUR TABLE

VIEW FULL DINNER MENU AT INTERLAKENINN.COM
ENJOY 25% OFF YOUR ROOM STAY WHEN YOU BOOK A DINNER FOR TWO!

NEWNEWNEW YEAR’SYEAR’SYEAR’S EVEEVENEWNEWNEW EVEEVEEVEEVEEVE
ATAT
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ART: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

picture of Babe Ruth on 
his last day at Yankee Sta-
dium and it’s shot from 
behind. It’s always stayed 
with me.”

Little studied psy-
chology at Yale, another 
element that seems to 
have guided him to a 
deeper understand of his 
subjects. It was while he 
was still a student at Yale 
that Little began working 
for Newsweek. “I was at 
Yale from ’67 to ’71 and 
the campus was one 
news story after another 
with the student move-
ment, the Bobby Seale 
(co-founder of the Black 
Panter Party) trial, and all 
that. So, I’d photograph 
stuff and then I’d get on 
my motorcycle and drive 
to New York. I had a loose 
relationship with News-
week and I would give 
them my film, they’d pro-
cess it, and if they liked 
something, they’d buy 
it. And then they started 
giving me assignments.” 
After college, he worked 
for Time Magazine and 
by 25, he was working 
with People magazine, 
beginning a 21-year stint 
during which he shot 
more than 350 assign-
ments.

“The early days were 
incredible,” Little recalled. 
“I couldn’t have been 
a freelance journalist 
now. It almost doesn’t 
exist.”  From covering the 
Watergate hearings for 
Time magazine to serving 
as official photographer 
for the Aga Khan and 
working with William F. 
Buckley Jr. on bestselling 
sailing memoirs, Little’s 
assignments brought him 
into the orbit of world 
leaders, celebrities, and 
everyday heroes. His 
work has been published 

in Life, Time, Newsweek, 
The New York Times, 
Vanity Fair, Esquire, GQ, 
and Architectural Digest, 
to name a few. Little’s 
work also went beyond 
famous faces. Some of 
his favorite assignments 
were stories about “or-
dinary people doing ex-
traordinary things,” such 
as the first million-dollar 
lottery winner whose 
life fell apart under the 
weight of sudden wealth. 
“It was heartbreaking to 
witness,” he said.

The self-designed 
book, laid out in Adobe 
InDesign, gave Little 
the creative freedom he 
craved. “Nobody told me 
what to do,” he said. The 
cover, a playful col-
lage, mirrors the book’s 
non-linear structure and 
personal touch.
Beyond photography, 
Little has led a vibrant 
life. A father and grand-
father, he recently retired 
from serving as an EMT 
in Norfolk, Connecticut, 
after tearing his rotator 
cuff. “It seemed like a 
good time to retire,” he 
said. He spends his time 
now with his wife Betsy 
and takes digital photo-
graphs in the woods with 
his dog, Ruby. 
Reflecting on his mul-
tifaceted career, Little 
shared, “I have no regrets 
and no bitterness. It’s a 
great luxury to look at it 
all from afar.”
With “Shooting the 
Breeze,” Little has 
ensured future gener-
ations can explore the 
remarkable life and work 
of a photojournalist who 
truly captured the world.
To purchase a copy of 
“Shooting the Breeze” 
visit: www.christopherlit-
tle.com

“I have pieces of 
wood that’ll 
sit around for 

years and then sud-
denly, I’m looking at it 
and think, ‘Oh! This is 
what you want to be,’” 
said artist Ani Jenkins 
whose extraordinary 
solo exhibit of wood 
sculptures opened at 
Housatonic Valley High 
School’s Kearcher-Mon-
sell Gallery on December 
13. This show marks a 
new milestone for the 
gallery, featuring its first 
collection of exclusive-
ly three-dimensional 
works. Jenkins, who 
moved to Falls Village 
during the Covid-19 pan-
demic, has brought her 
intricate and interactive 
wood sculptures to the 
Northeast, much to the 
delight of students, staff, 
and visitors.

Jenkins grew up in 
Boulder, Colorado, 
surrounded by art, as her 
mother was pursuing her 
MFA during that time. 
Her exploration of wood 
began in the 90’s when 
she had an opportunity 
to take an inlay class. 

“Everything came so 
easily and naturally, it 
was as if I’d been work-
ing with wood my entire 
life,” said Jenkins. She 
continued to work for 
many years adding inlay 
to furniture and musical 
instruments but shared, 
“I was craving more 
three-dimensionality, so 
I started playing around 
with all the little scraps 
and cut-offs and building 
sculptures with those. 
It all just exploded and 
snowballed.” Her prac-
tice eventually evolved 
into creating larger, 
sculptural pieces that are 
infused with deep mys-
tical themes, reflections 
of ancient civilizations 
and visions of times and 
places still yet to be seen. 

 “Wood tells a story,” 
Jenkins explained. “A lot 
of these pieces almost 
build themselves. It’s 
about getting out of the 
way rather than inten-
tionally creating.”

The exhibit at HVRHS, 
titled “Visions,” was cu-
rated by students under 
the guidance of senior 
Elinor Wolgemuth, the 

gallery’s lead intern. As 
part of her role oversee-
ing gallery operations, 
Wolgemuth used the ex-
perience to develop her 
senior capstone project: 
a comprehensive guide 
to help future student in-
terns manage the gallery 
effectively.

“It’s a step-by-step 
guide on how to have 
a show, how to run an 
opening, things like that. 
It’s about creating a team 
that will flow through-
out the years and work 
together,” said Wolge-
muth. Jenkins noted of 
the students’ dedication, 
“They’ve been as profes-
sional as any gallery I’ve 
ever worked with.” 

Art teacher Lilly Bar-
nett, who started at the 
school this fall, empha-
sized the importance 
of showcasing Jenkins’s 
work. “Ani elevates the 
artistry of woodworking, 
breaking traditional gen-
der stereotypes. It’s pow-
erful for our students to 
see.” FFA students have 
also expressed admira-
tion for Jenkins’s crafts-
manship, with many 

inspired by the precision 
and creativity in her 
pieces.

Jenkins and her family 
relocated from the west 
coast to Falls Village in 
2020. Never having been 
to the east coast, the 
artist was delighted to 
find that surrounded by 
Connecticut’s hardwood 
forests, she was newly in-
spired. “I’m much more 
of a small-town person, 
so this is a great place 
to be,” she said. Having 
grown up in Northern 
New Mexico and Col-
orado, her work often 
reflects mystical themes, 
ancient civilizations, 
and the essence of the 
natural world. “There’s 
a lot of femininity in my 
work,” Jenkins shared. 
“I love bringing flowing 
lines into my pieces, con-
trasting with the rigidity 
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A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro  

An ASE Certifi ed Technician

Legal Notice
Notice of a formation 

of a NY Limited Liability 
Company, Galanos and 
Galanos, LLC. Articles of 
organization filing date 
with Secretary of State 
(SSNY) was 07/29/2024. 
Service of process and 
agent shall mail to; Suzanne 
Galanos, 43 Market Street, 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601. 
Purpose: General

11-21-24
11-28-24
12-05-24
12-12-24
12-19-24
12-26-24

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation of 

Pretty Little Closet, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 11/15/24.Office location: 
Dutchess County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Crystal Smith 124 
Sharon Road, Millerton, NY 
12546. Purpose: any lawful 
act or activity.

12-12-24
12-19-24
12-26-24
01-02-25
 01-09-25
01-16-25

Legal Notice
Please take notice that the 

organizational meeting for 
the Pine Plains Fire District 
of the Town of Pine Plains, 
County of Dutchess, New 
York, will be held on the 
7th day of January, 2025, at 
7 o’clock P.M. on that day at 
the firehouse, 7 Lake Road, 
Pine Plains, NY.

By order of the Board of 
Fire Commissioners of the 
Pine Plains Fire District

12-19-24
Legal Notice

R e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
Meeting of the Amenia 
Fire District #1 Board of Fire 
Commissioners is scheduled 
for Friday, Jan. 3, 2023 at 
7:00pm., at the Amenia Fire 
House, 36B Mechanic Street, 
Amenia NY.

Dawn Marie Klingner
District Secretary

12-19-24

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that the Town Board 
invites sealed bids for the 
furnishing of all materials 
and labor necessary for 
the construction of the 
Perimeter Fencing and 
Automatic Gate Operator 
for the new Highway 
Department Facility for the 
Town of North East, New 
York located at 6097 Route 

22, Millerton, New York. 
This Contract has been 
designated, as set forth in 
these contract documents, 
including drawings and 
specifications, prepared by 
CPL Architects, Engineers, 
Landscape Architect, D.P.C., 
located at 26 IBM Rd. 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601.

All such sealed bids must 
be received by the Town 
Clerk of the Town of North 
East, 19 North Maple Ave., 
PO Box 516, Millerton, NY 
12546 until 11:00 am on 
January 9, 2025 at which 
time the bids will be publicly 
opened and read out loud.

Copies of the proposed 
c ont r a c t  d o c u m e nt s , 
i nc lu d i ng  p l ans  and 
specifications, and the forms 
of bids for the contract, 
are available for public 
inspection at the office 
of the Town Clerk, Town 
of North East, 19 North 
Maple Ave., Millerton, NY 
12546 (phone 518-789-
3300 x 603), Monday to 
Thursday 9:00AM-12:30PM 
and 1:00PM- 4:00PM, 
Friday 9:00AM-12:30PM, 
b e c o m i n g  a v a i l a b l e 
December 13, 2024. Plans 
and specifications can be 
obtained on Bidnet.com.

All bids shall be made and 
received upon the following 
conditions, which are more 

fully set forth in the bid 
documents:

1. Only such bids as are 
made and filed upon the 
forms available in the office 
of the Town of North East 
will be accepted.

2. Bids are to be enclosed 
in a sealed envelope marked 
“ Bid Documents, DO NOT 
OPEN Town of North East 
Highway Garage Facility 
Perimeter Fencing and 
Automatic Gate Operator;” 
this will be a single Prime 
General Contract.

3. Each bid must be 
accompanied by a certified 
check in the sum of five 
percent (5%) of the amount 
bid, payable to the order of 
the Town of North East, or a 
bond with sufficient sureties, 
to be approved by the Town 
Board of the Town of North 
East, in such amount, 
conditioned that if the bid 
is accepted, the bidder will 
enter into a contract for 
the same and will provide 
acceptable security, in the 
form of cash, certified check 
or performance bonds, or 
letters of credit, as set forth 
in the contract documents, 
for the faithful performance 
of the contract, within 15 
days from the acceptance 
of the bid.

4.  Pursuant to the 
provisions of GML 105, 

no bids may be withdrawn 
unless no contract is awarded 
for more than 45 days after 
the opening thereof. Upon 
such proper withdrawal 
of bid, the deposit shall be 
forthwith returned. After 
award of the contract, all bid 
deposits or other bid bonds 
except that of the successful 
bidder will be returned.

5. Upon acceptance of 
the bid, if the successful 
bidder fails to enter into 
a contract pursuant to 
the requirements of said 
Town Board or fails to give 
further security prescribed 
in this notice within the 
time noted herein, then the 
check deposited as aforesaid, 
and the moneys standing to 
the credit of the same shall 
be forfeited to the Board as 
liquidated damages and not 
as a penalty and the Town 
Board shall collect the same 
or enforce the payment of 
the bond for the benefit of 
the Town Board.

6. All bids shall contain 
the non-collusion certificate 
in a form meeting the 
requirements of GML 103-d.

The Town of North 
East reserves the right, 
in its discretion, to waive 
technical noncompliance 
or irregularities that are 
not material or substantial, 
and to reject all bids and to 

rebid the project. Dated: 
December 13, 2024.

By order of the
Town Board of

Town of North East
 Elizabeth Strauss

Town Clerk
Town of North East

12-19-24

TOWN BOARD OF THE 
TOWN OF NORTH 

EAST
NOTICE OF

SPECIAL MEETING
P L E A S E  T A K E 

NOTICE that the Annual 
Organizational Meeting of 
the North East Town Board 
for the year 2025 will be 
held on Thursday, January 
2, 2025 at 5:00 p.m. at the 
Town Hall, 19 N. Maple Ave, 
Millerton, New York.

P L E A S E  T A K E 
FURTHER NOTICE that, 
in case of cancellation due 
to inclement weather, the 
Annual Organizational 
Meeting will be held on 
Friday, January 3rd at 5:00 
p.m. at the Town Hall, 
Millerton, New York. Dated: 
December 12, 2024

BY ORDER OF THE 
NORTH EAST

TOWN BOARD
Elizabeth Strauss

Town of North East
 Town Clerk

12-19-24

...Cold Spring...Ani Jenkins Continued from Page B1
Continued from previous page

the shift to the Hudson 
Valley, Alissa, a writer 
and fashion executive, 
and her husband, Will, 
a podcaster and televi-
sion producer, found the 
peace they were search-
ing for in Cold Spring, a 
semi-rural town known 
for its boutiques, antique 
shops, and world-class 
hiking trails.

While modern Cold 
Spring offers an array 
of unique independent 
retailers as well as spe-
cialty restaurants and 
coffeehouses, it is also 
a destination point for 
nature-lovers and an 
historical town.

Many of its current 
and decaying sites 
have been documented 
in “Cold Spring, NY”, 
coauthored and co-pho-
tographed by both Alissa 
and Will. It served as 
the home of the West 
Point Foundry – now 
enshrined as the West 
Point Foundry Preserve – 
which produced artillery 
for the U.S. government 
starting in 1818, and it 
also became known for 
its Parrott rifles during 
the Civil War. The town 
was once visited by 
Abraham Lincoln back in 
1862. In 1970, as part of 
an effort to raise envi-
ronmental awareness 
through the Clearwa-
ter Organization, Pete 
Seeger’s boat, the Clear-
water, was once docked 
at Cold Spring during a 
music festival at which 
Seeger performed. Cold 
Spring remains actively 
committed to preserving 
its small-town character, 
its waters and histor-
ic sites. The Putnam 
History Museum is also 
located in Cold Spring.

“We never intended 
for it to be a book,” the 

couple explained of the 
process that came about 
very organically. “At first, 
it was just photographs 
that we framed, then 
photographs that be-
came photo albums, and 
eventually we decided to 
print it into a coffee table 
book.”

Their collaboration 
proved to be a very pos-
itive one which brought 
them closer. “We loved 
working on this together 
and hope that we are 
able to do more as a duo,” 
Alissa said, noting that 
future shared projects 
along the same lines as 
“Cold Spring, NY” are 
already being explored by 
the couple. 

“Cold Spring, NY”, 
which contains over 
one hundred pages of 
vivid black-and-white 
photography, highlights 
the town’s very active 
Main Street as well as its 
Hudson riverfront, local 
mountainous terrain, 
nearby woodland won-
ders, and sites of anti-
quated interest. 

“There is much beauty 
in the town that no mat-
ter where we were, there 
was a photo to take.”

While the Malnatis 
captured as many his-
torical and modern sites 
as possible for the book, 
there was an omission 
of a more recent occur-
rence. “There was one 
photo we didn’t take that 
haunts us to this day,” 
Alissa recounted. “There 
was a massive rainstorm 
in the summer of 2023 
and the streets of Cold 
Spring were flooded. 
The stairs that take you 
underneath the railroad 
from Main St. were also-
completely submerged 
in about ten feet of water 
that had accumulat-
ed below. It was like a 
scene from a movie, and, 
unfortunately, we were in 
such shock that we didn’t 
think to grab the photo.”

Among the photo-
graphs they were able to 
capture, Will Malnati’s 
preference is for the 
Bannerman Castle snaps 
on pages 23-24. Said Will, 
“The Bannerman Castle 
shots are a favorite – how 
much history it has and 
how beautiful it is up 
close. People don’t travel 
there very often or at all, 
so it was special to see it 
from the base of it. I also 

love the human portraits 
– so much character and 
love in each of them.” 
Alissa is most enthusi-
astic about the photo on 
page 31 titled “Optical 
Illusion”, saying, “You 
can flip the photo upside 
down and it would look 
the same, unless you are 
present with the photo 
and notice a small ripple 
in the water.“  
The Cold Spring experi-
ence proved so refresh-
ing for the Malnatis that 
while they eventually had 
to return to Brooklyn, 
they felt very strongly 
about leaving a parting 
gift for their adopted 
community in the form 
of the book. They’re also 
hoping they can eventu-
ally return to the com-
munity again someday 
on a more permanent 
basis.  And while some 
Cold Spring residents 
prefer for the town to 
remain a hidden gem of 
the Hudson Valley, the 
Malnatis have a different 
take. Said Alissa, “Cold 
Spring is a special town 
and like anything spe-
cial, it’s difficult for it to 
remain a secret for too 
long.”

of traditional woodwork-
ing.”

Jenkins’s fascination 
with “containment” is ev-
ident in her work, which 
often features hidden 
drawers, compartments, 
and interactive elements 
designed to engage view-
ers. The intricate wood-
en creations invite touch 
and exploration, offering 
a magical, hands-on 
experience. Even better, 
all the pieces are avail-
able for purchase, with 
proceeds supporting the 
school’s art department.

Ani Jenkins’s intricate 
and interactive sculp-
tures have brought a 
unique and inspiring 
artistic experience to 

Housatonic Valley High 
School’s Kearcher-Mon-
sell Gallery. “I’d like to 
be an artist after high 
school,” said Wolgemuth. 
“I’m not sure if I want 
to do curatorial or more 
freelance work with my 
own art, but finding that 
balance is important to 
me.” 

“I want to build fully 
moving pieces—big 
totems where people can 
arrange all the different 
pieces,” said Jenkins, 
hinting at future proj-
ects.

The exhibit will be on 
view through  January 
10, 2025. To make an 
appointment, call (860) 
824-5123

PHOTO BY NATALIA ZUKERMAN

Ani Jenkins
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or email advertising@lakevillejournal.com
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jewelers, gemologists, appraisers

— Five Generat ions of Expertise —

With a global network of  clients McTeigue & Co. is able to pay highly 
competitive prices for your diamonds and precious jewelry. If  you have pieces that 

you are considering selling please contact us to arrange for a consultation. 

— By Appointment Only  —

413-449-5275  •  mctandco.com  •  great barrington

BUYING GOLD, DIAMONDS
& ESTATE JEWELRY

est. 1895

EXPERT EVALUATIONS WHILE YOU WAIT  •  COMPETITIVE PRICES

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT  •  NO COST OR OBLIGATION

Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Miller beer variety
 4. Member of people 

inhabiting Bering Sea 
islands

 9. Stomach
 14. Investment vehicle
 15. Fictional soccer coach 

Ted
 16. Irregular in botanical 

parlance
 17. Cease standing
 18. “American Horror 

Story” actress
 20. Grow milk teeth
 22. Plant parts
 23. Snow house
 24. Most contemptuous
 28. Note to repay
 29. Old English
 30. Wings
 31. Financial institutions
 33. Parks and Lopez are 

two
 37. Mr. T’s “� e A-Team” 

character
 38. Relative biological 

e� ectiveness (abbr.)
 39. Give o�  
 41. Semitic alphabet letter
 42. Farm state
 43. Actress Sarandon
 44. Back parts
 46. Zoroastrian concept of 

holy � re
 49. Touchdown
 50. One point north of 

due east
 51. Refurbishes
 55. Silver and Dogg are 

two
 58. Former Tigers catcher 

Alex
 59. Type of envelope
 60. Seriously considered
 64. Unhappy
 65. Past (archaic)
 66. Asian wild dog
 67. Old English letter
 68. Young domestic sheep
 69. Football players need 

to gain them
 70. Witness

CLUES DOWN
 1. Dormant Peruvian 

volcano
 2. Norwegian composer
 3. Indicates location
 4. Pubs
 5. Unable to walk easily
 6. Electronic warfare-

support measures

 7. World leader
 8. Midsection
 9. Jewish calendar month
 10. Urological condition
 11. A small quantity of 

anything
 12. Mountain Time
 13. A�  rmative
 19. Word element meaning 

ear
 21. Carried away
 24. Short-billed rails
 25. Newborn child
 26. Sword
 27. Groups of people
 31. Prickly, scrambling 

shrubs
 32. Become less intense
 34. Polishes
 35. Indicates position
 36. Songs sung to one’s 

beloved
 40. � e 12th letter of the 

Greek alphabet
 41. Insects
 45. Israeli politician

Dec. 12 Solution

Dec. 12 Solution

Sudoku

 47. Pre-digital
 48. Roaming
 52. Ambience
 53. Brew
 54. Late
 56. Make ecstatically 

happy
 57. Semitic alphabet letter
 59. Blend
 60. Dash
 61. Self
 62. Exclamation of 

satisfaction
 63. Hill or rocky peak

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

TRI-CORNER CALENDAR
Items are printed as space permits. Submit calendar items to editor@lakevillejournal.com

	 DECEMBER 19
A Christmas Carol

Sharon Playhouse, 49 Amenia 
Rd., Sharon, Conn.

The Sharon Playhouse 
is thrilled to present its 
fourth annual Holiday 
YouthStage production: 
an inventive twist on 
"A Christmas Carol," 
adapted by Doris Baizley 
and co-directed by 
Andrus Nichols and Drew 
Ledbetter. This one-hour 
production brings the 
magic of Dickens’ classic 
to life in an engaging, 
family-friendly format. "	
A Christmas Carol" 	
runs in The Bok at the 
Sharon Playhouse on 
Wednesday, Dec. 18 
through Sunday, Dec. 22, 
with evening and matinee 
showtimes. Tickets range 
from $20 to $35.

	 DECEMBER 20
Concert with Guitarist 

Stephen Bennett
Sharon United Methodist 
Church, 112 Upper Main St., 
Sharon, Conn.

There will be a concert 
with guitarist Stephen 
Bennett at Sharon United 
Methodist Church on 
Dec. 20 at 7 p.m.

Benefit of Fishes & 
Loaves, the food pantry in 
Canaan.

There’s a suggested 
donation of $20, kids 
under 12 get in free.

	 DECEMBER 22
Pancake Breakfast

Pine Plains Firehouse, Pine 
Plains, N.Y.

The Pine Plains firehouse 
is having a pancake 
breakfast from 8 to 11 

a.m. on Dec. 22. We are 
also having a special 
visitor at the breakfast. It’s 
Mr. Santa Claus himself 
so instead of cooking 
breakfast come on down 
to the Pine Plains by our 
house have breakfast and 
meet Santa.

	 DECEMBER 24
Christmas Services at 

Church of St. John in 
the Wilderness, Copake 
Falls
Church of St. John in the 
Wilderness, Copake Falls, N.Y.

There will be a Christmas 
Eve Service at the 
Church of St. John in the 
Wilderness on Tuesday, 
Dec. 24. The Candlelight 
Service and Carols begin 
at 7 p.m. and the Service 
at 7:30 p.m.

	 ONGOING
Ani Jenkins: Visions

Kearcher-Monsell Gallery, 
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School, 246 Warren 
Turnpike Road, Falls Village, 
Conn.

Artist Ani Jenkins 
will display her wood 
sculptures in a solo 
exhibition in the 
Kearcher-Monsell Gallery 
at HVRHS. The show will 
be up through January 
7. Ani Jenkins uses a 
variety of wood types to 
create whimsical stories 
with interactive features. 
This is the gallery’s 
first exhibition with 
exclusively 3-dimensional 
pieces. The event is free 
and open to the public. 
For more information, 
visit anijenkins.com, 
@hvrhsgallery on 
Instagram, or reach out to 
student Ellie Wolgemuth: 
ewolgemuth@hvrhs.org.

"Inside for the Winter"
Kenise Barnes Fine Art, 7 
Fulling Lane, Kent, Conn.

"Inside for the Winter" 
- Paintings by Amanda 
Acker, Sally Maca, and 
Melanie Parke will be on 
view from Dec. 7 through 
Jan. 26, 2025.

Art Show
Douglas Library, 108 Main 
St., North Canaan, Conn. 
douglaslibrarycanaan.org

The Douglas Library of 
Canaan is featuring a 
retrospective of artwork 
by the late Mary Monnier. 
The show runs from 
Nov. 6 through Jan. 15. 
Monnier was a local 
artist, with family roots 
dating back generations. 
Her artwork reflects her 
love of people, of nature, 
and the beauty of the 
Northwest Corner.

Art Show
Cornwall Library, 30 Pine St., 
Cornwall, Conn. cornwalllibrary.
org

The next art show at 
The Cornwall Library. 
"Illustrating the 
Chronicle, Sketching 
Cornwall's Stories Over 
the Years," runs from Nov. 
2 through Dec. 28. With 
this show, the library 
celebrates the Cornwall 
Chronicle, arguably the 
monthly infusion of local 
news, humor, and event 
listings that binds the 
community together. 

Old School: Visions of 
Local History and 
Personal Pasts
Sharon Historical Society and 
Museum, 18 Main St., Sharon, 
Conn.

Visit the Sharon 
Historical Society 
and Museum to see 
an exhibition by The 
Beard Collective (Theo 
Coulombe & Katro 
Storm), which explores 
how personal and local 
histories blend into a 
creative dialogue. 

Holley Knife Exhibit
Academy Building, 24 Main St. 
Salisbury, Conn.

The Holley Manufacturing 
Company, located 
on Holley Street in 

Lakeville, was one of 
the early producers 
of pocketknives in 
the country at a time 
when everyone needed 
and carried one. A 
display featuring the 
craftsmanship of the 
company, hosted the 
Salisbury Association’s 
Historical Society, is now 
on view.

Flow Yoga with Caroline 
Robins @ NECC
NECC, 51 S. Center St., 
Millerton, N.Y.

Free and open to every 
body; gentle movement 
with modifications 
offered. Thursdays 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m.

Bridge Class
Cornwall Library, 30 Pine St., 
Cornwall, Conn. cornwalllibrary.
org

Bridge is back with Gary 
Steinkohl: An ongoing 
series every Thursday 
through December from 
3 p.m. until 5 p.m. at the 
Cornwall Library. If you 
know basic bidding and 
play and want to improve 
your game these classes 
are for you. The fee is $10 
per class, payable to the 
instructor.

For questions and to 
register contact Gary at 
garysteinkohl@gmail.
com.

Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.
Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.

Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 
Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

1. Pertaining to the Moon

2. Airplane captain

4. Yuletide red berries

5. Santa’s seasonal spirit

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

3. Simple skateboard jump

D           E           P            T           H

S            H           O           V          E

C           H            I            E           F

C           H           E           E            K

C           H           E           E            R

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

Music in the air
Toes tapped to lively Celtic/Irish tunes as an enthusiastic audience 
gathered at the Amenia Town Hall on Sunday, Dec. 15, for a Celtic 
Christmas Concert. Music was provided by the Upstate Celtic 
Allstars, including Joseph Sobol of Amenia, joined by David Paton, 
son of Sandy and Caroline Paton of Sharon. The free event, complete 
with seasonal refreshments, was a musical gift from the Town of 
Amenia to the entire community.
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OUR TOWNS

77 - 99 South Canaan Rd. | North Canaan CT 06018 | www.geercares.org | 860.824.2600

At Geer Village, our rates are all inclusive and affordable. 
Call 860.824.2625 to schedule your in-person or virtual tour. 

Think Ahead: The best plans are 
made before they’re needed.
Don’t struggle with aging at home and the isolation and 
challenges it can bring. Life at Geer Village means less 
stress on you and your family and more chances to live 
life with renewed energy and purpose! 

Benefits of planning:
•	 Make an informed and confident decision—

you are ready when the time comes.
• Avoid the stressful search for care when an 

emergency arises.  
• You have the peace of mind knowing there’s 

a secure plan in place.

At Geer Village, we believe in supporting seniors throughout 
all stages of life. Contact us today to talk about all that we 
have to offer.

Scan to 
learn more

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

Real Estate

Email your  
classified ad to  

classified@ 
lakevillejournal.com.

To view all the news and Classifieds from 
The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton 

News each week, go to our websites at 
lakevillejournal.com and millertonnews.com

Each week The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News 
are produced locally by staff who live 
in the Tri-state area communities. 

It is a connection to YOUR communities and what is 
important to YOUR lives that make our publications unique.

Subscribe or advertise today!
circulation@lakevillejournal.com • advertising@lakevillejournal.com

Locally grown …

Your Independent, 

Locally Owned, 

Community Newspapers 

& Regional News Websitewww.TriCornerNews.com

THE MILLERTON NEWS

COMPASS

HELP WANTED

C A R P E N T E R ’ S  H E L P -
ER:needed for local reno-
vation/new construction 
business specializing in all 
phases of construction. Full-
time. Pay to commensurate 
with experience. Must be 
dependable with reliable 
transportation. Good ref-
erences a must. Call 860-
309-5290.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

CARPENTER AND TILE SET-
TER: now offering handy-
man services. Over 35 years 
experience. 413-229-0260 
or email at tylerhomeprop@
yahoo.com.

LAMP REPAIR AND REWIR-
ING: Serving the Northwest 
Corner. 413-717-2494.

PA R T - T I M E  B O O K -
KEEPER: needed in 
Sharon. 407-620-7777. SERVICES 

OFFERED
HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 

House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement

REAL ESTATE
:with respect to the sale or 

rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

HOUSES  
FOR RENT

1 B/1B HOME: overlooking 
26 acre lake. Very private 
and fully furnished. $2500 
includes water, mowing, 
plowing. 860-309-4482.

MILLERTON, NEWLY REN-
OVATED:small country 
house, 2 bedrooms, quiet, 
country views, dishwasher, 
laundry. No Pets. Utilities not 
included. $2750 per month. 
518-567-8277.

Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

MAY ALL WHO SEE AND READ THIS WEEK’S AD BE SAFE AND HAPPY THROUGH  
THE HOLIDAYS, AND ON INTO 2025. KEEP AN EYE ON BOTH OUR WEEKLY  

AND MONTHLY ADS FOR NEW PROPERTIES THAT WE WILL HAVE.

10 acres, remote, with power, well off the highway, 
stunning views, mountain stream with possible pond 
area. Extremely private. AGENT OWNED.  OFFERED 
AT $550,000.   

5.9 acres, comprised of 2 tax lots set along both a 
wonderful brook, and the Rail Trail, view, a quick, 
walk-to-village convenience. Ideal for a single home or 
compound. OFFERED AT $425,000.

A WONDERFUL HILLSIDE LOT UNIQUE CENTER OF SALISBURY VILLAGE

Stanford real estate holds momentum in late fall

By CHRISTINE BATES

Special to the Millerton News

STANFORD — Thirteen 
real estate transfers were re-
corded in Stanford in October 
and November continuing 
Stanford’s recent history as 
an active market. Only three 
homes sold for over a million 
and seven under $500,000. 
Three of these houses were 
Covid purchases in 2020 and 
2021 which were resold sub-
stantially over their purchase 
price — as indicated below. 

There are 14 single family 
homes on the market now and 
price reductions are occur-
ring with the prices of half of 
the homes listed reduced by 
$500,000 to $20,000.

October

83 Fancor Road — 3 bed-
room/2 bath ranch sold for 
$360,000.

73 Woods Drive — 3 bed-
room/1.5 bath townhouse sold 
for $360,000.

35 Tick Tock Way — 2 
bedroom/1 bath ranch sold 
for $325,000.

59 Mills Lane — 3 bed-
room/1 bath house built in 
1850 sold for $515,000, 47% 
over its purchase price of 
$350,000 in June of 2021.

132 Hunns Lake Road — 2 
bedroom/2 bath home sold 
for $435,000, 98% more than 
its purchase price of $220,000 
in October of 2020.

196 Ohland Road — 3 bed-
room/2 bath modern home 

on 4 acres sold for $1.1 million.
86-88 Wendover Road — 2 

bedroom/1 bath home built 
in 1810 on 10.2 acres sold for 
$325,000.

6322 Route 82 — 6 bed-
room/2.5 bath house on 153 
acres sold to the Winnakee 
Land Trust Inc. for $1,675,000.

November

213 Willow Brook Road — 
3 bedroom/3 bath house sold 
for $290,000.

1235 Anson Road — 2 bed-
room/2 bath house sold for 
$540,000.

429 Hunns Lake Road — 2 
bedroom/2 bath house sold 
for $345,000, 27% more than 
its purchase price of $270,000 
in June 2021.

701 Bangall Amenia Road — 

3 bedroom/ 4.5 bath house on 
8.9 acres sold for $3,125,000.

Bulls Head Road (#273650) 
— 11.28 acres of vacant land 
sold for $250,000.

* Town of Stanford real 
estate sales recorded between 
Oct. 1, 2024, and Nov. 30, 2024, 
sourced from Dutchess Coun-
ty Real Property Tax Service 
Agency. Information on active 
listings taken from First Key 
MLS which may understate 
available properties. Parcel 
details may be accessed on 
Dutchess Parcel Access.  Only 
transfers with consideration are 
included. Compiled by Chris-
tine Bates, Real Estate Advisor 
with William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty, Licensed 
in Connecticut and New York.

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

Built in 1942 this 1,400 square foot cottage at 429 Hunns 

Lake Road  sold for $270,000 in 2021 and was sold again 

with a new roof for $345,000 in November.

Dutchess County Sheriff’s offers online scam guidance

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@lakevillejournal.com

MILLERTON — Spam 
phone calls and text messag-
es are on the rise this holiday 
season.

The Dutchess County 
Sheriff’s Office offered some 
guidance on popular scams 
this year.

Scammers frequently send 
emails posing as tech support, 
according to the Sheriff’s Of-
fice, often with logos which 
match the company’s official 
emails. The emails could say 
anything, but they frequently 
claim the victim’s computer 
is infected with a malignant 
virus. The email will instruct 
the victim to call support, but 
the number in the email con-
nects with a fake call center. 

This falls under the broad 
umbrella of a phishing scam. 
Phishers use email, telephone 
and text messaging to manip-
ulate victims to send money. 

Resources on the FBI’s web-
site warn that phishing at-
tacks are sophisticated and 
convincing. Often, the emails 
and websites that scammers 
use appear identical to official 
sources. 

The USPS has  weighed 
in on phishing scams too. 
Scammers send text messages 
posing as the USPS claiming 
a package has failed delivery. 
These messages often have a 
link where victims provide 
personal information under 
the guise of receiving their 
package. 

These messages are always 
fraudulent, according to a 
statement from the USPS. 
Text message package track-
ing is strictly opt-in, so USPS 
customers should not receive 
unsolicited messages about 
packages from the organiza-
tion. The statement also said 
USPS tracking texts never 
contain links. If messages al-
legedly sent from the USPS 

contain a link, the message is a 
scam and it should be ignored.

Phishing scams can take 
many forms and scammers 
will pose as anyone to bilk 
money out of their victims. 
Sometimes, scammers pose as 
law enforcement or tech com-
panies like Microsoft. Scam-
mers pose as grandchildren or 
relatives. The New York State 
Department warned in Sep-
tember of so-called “friendly 
greeting” scams, where scam-
mers don’t pose as anyone 
with authority at all, instead 
sending a seemingly innocent 
text to a wrong number.

The best way to avoid fall-
ing victim to phishing scams 
is to ignore the messages. The 
FBI’s online resources advise 
that links and phone numbers 
should not be trusted in emails 
and text messages. A company 
or law enforcement’s contact 
information can be found on 
trusted sources online and 
should always be consulted 

rather than the information 
listed in an email. If a relative 
is asking for money, it’s best to 
ignore that too and seek veri-
fication, even if it appears to 
be an emergency. 

Scam victims should im-
mediately contact law en-
forcement. Victims can reach 
the Dutchess County Sheriff’s 
Office at 845-486-3800 or by 
email at dcsotips@gmail.com.

Amenia hears progress on project to upgrade wastewater facility

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — The final 
Board of Trustees meeting of 
2024 before a new mayor takes 
office was held on Wednesday, 
Dec. 11. It included the adop-
tion of the Natural Resources 
Inventory local law, as well as 
hearing a progress report from 
Tighe and Bond regarding the 

needed upgrade for the village’s 
wastewater processing facility.

“It’s been an incredible 
journey,” said outgoing Mayor 
Tim Collopy, reflecting on his 
years of service to the village. 

“You’ve been the backbone 
of our success,” Collopy told 
the outgoing board members. 
“Together we’ve made great 
strides.”

“I complete my term with 

confidence in the next ad-
ministration,” Collopy said, 
congratulating Mayor-elect 
Peter Doro, who will begin his 
service in January.

Wastewater

Reporting to the trustees 
on the status of the waste-
water plant upgrade, Erin 
Moore, vice-president and 
Senior Project Manager of 
Tighe and Bond (T&B), the 

engineering firm which is 
guiding the phased planning 
and grant application process.

Moore indicated that the 
project can be divided into 
seven parts, of which five a 
sequential and two can be 
thought of as parallel paths.

A preliminary engineer-
ing report was drafted and 
submitted in July, 2024 a 
necessary step in qualifying 

for government grant fund-
ing. Official comment has not 
yet been received, Moore said. 
In the meantime, the design 
phase is continuing.

A geo-technical report 
is expected within coming 
days, Moore said, indicating 
that the report will indicate 
the location of bedrock at the 
wastewater plant site.

Moore said T&B is project-

ing that necessary permits can 
be obtained by late March or 
early April of 2025.  Generally, 
funding for environmental 
facilities can take four to six 
months for approval.

“The steps we are on now 
are design, not yet construc-
tion planning,” Moore ex-
plained.

Following a public hearing 
where no comments were of-
fered by residents, the Trust-
ees unanimously adopted a 
new local law bringing the 
Natural Resources Inventory 
into effect. The inventory to 
be included in the village code 
will be used by all village en-
tities when considering land 
use applications, using the 
Inventory to guide decisions.
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CHARLIE'S
REPAIR SHOP

Complete Automotive Service
Brakes • Tires • Trailer Sales & Service

We Buy and Sell Used Cars
ROUtE 22 • MILLERtOn, nY 12546

518-789-6636  Charles J. Flint, Jr.

FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

When you need  
to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Greener Gardens Landscaping LLC.

Sharon, CT 06069

860-671-7850

PAINTING • LAWN MOWING • PATIOS  
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Insulation Painting

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Waste Management

Tree Service

TV Service

Roofing Services

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS

Fast, friendly service since 1954
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door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
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www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Tree Care • Tree Removal • Tick Spraying

applewoodtreecare@yahoo.com
860-733-2020

Jason Bresson
J. Phillip Bresson

CT arborist license# 62658, NY pest license# CO-653231
CT arborist license# 65653

B-2580

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

• TV Sales
• Service Installation
• Outside HD 

Antenna Installation
• WiFi Enhancements

Stop in to see our selection of 
NEW Sony 4K TV sets. ALL ON SALE!!

REPAIRS on all: TVs, Stereos, Vintage Electronics

Dave’s TV

We’ve Moved!
Our new address is

279 Smithfi eld Rd., Millerton, NY 12546
Call for appointment 518-789-3881

Dave’s TV

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

West Cornwall, CT
860-790-0671

cmcarting@gmail.com
www.cmcartingsolutions.com

JUNK REMOVAL  
DUMPSTER RENTAL

GARBAGE COLLECTION

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Winter Months Are Perfect For:
Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns 

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR  
OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com or  

millertonnews.com to purchase  

a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you  

this directory of Specialists  

in print and online. 

From Automobiles to  

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fingertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you find the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.
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