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North East sets 

2025 budget 

hearing Nov. 14

By COLLEEN FLYNN

colleenf@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — The Town 
of North East released a draft of 
its preliminary budget for 2025, 
marking a big increase in appro-
priations due to a sharp rise in 
the  cost of emergency medical 
services provided by Northern 
Dutchess Paramedics (NDP)�

The grand total of appro-
priations in the tentative bud-
get is  $4,056,246, compared to 
$3,622,196 in the prior year bud-
get� 

A public hearing is scheduled 
for Thursday, Nov� 14 at 7:30 p�m� 
to discuss the budget� 

The amount the town spent on 
EMS during 2024 was $376,858 
during its five-year contract with 

NDP� Now, NDP has pitched a 
new contract that could poten-
tially cost the town $646,300, in-
creasing by 71�5%� 

The new potential contract and 
increase of EMS costs takes more 
than 10% of the entire town’s bud-
get and funding� 

The previous contract was be-
tween the towns of Amenia, Dover 
and North East,  which also have 
seen similar increases� There cur-
rentlyis  a global EMS crisis which 
is increasing the costs of services, 
especially for towns with low call 
ratios� 

The town has anticipated fund-
ing for the NorthEast-Millerton 
Library, even though the library 
is now hoping to secure funding 

Fall  Fall  
CleanupCleanup
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Millbrook students gathered behind Salisbury’s goal to watch a free kick with just 97 seconds left 

in the game. The ball sailed past Salisbury goalkeeper Karsten Wittnebert to win the game 4-3.

Millbrook soccer squeaks out 

4-3 win against Salisbury

Mothers Out Front rally against 

Dutchess County incinerator

PHOTO BY COLLEEN FLYNN

Mothers Out Front, a national movement advocating action on 

climate change, rallied in front of Dutchess County Legislature 

offices on Tuesday, Oct. 15 in Poughkeepsie. 

By COLLEEN FLYNN

colleenf@millertonnews.com

POUGHKEEPSIE —  On 
Tuesday, Oct� 15, Mother’s Out 
Front hosted a rally in front of 
the Dutchess County legislature 
offices� 

Mothers Out Front is a move-
ment across New York advocating 
for a healthy and thriving climate 
for families and children� The 
group of mothers  and community 
members aims to gain climate jus-
tice for future children by shutting 
down polluter sites, promoting 
sustainability, electrifying buses 
and expanding wilderness pres-

Nature’s engineers:  

How beavers alter ecology

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

Wildlife biologist Mike Fargione led a group hike across Cary’s 

campus, pointing out beaver dams and lodges along the way.

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@lakevillejournal.com

MILLBROOK — Millbrook 
School beat Salisbury School 4-3 
in a heated soccer match Friday 
night, Oct� 18� 

A scoreless first half gave way 
to an action-packed second half 
that came down to the final minute�

Tensions ran high during the 

first half� Both teams played ag-
gressively, resulting in a number 
of time stoppages for fallen play-
ers� No one was injured during the 
intense game, but Salisbury’s coach 
did face a slight reprimand from 
the referee for yelling out and ask-
ing for a foul call�

Play heated up significantly 
just after half-time� Millbrook 
took back the field and, in their 

first possession of the second half, 
sneaked a goal past Salisbury’s 
keeper in the first thirty seconds� 

Salisbury responded to the fal-
ter in their defense by increasing 
their offensive intensity�

That intensity helped the team 
at first, and about 15 minutes into 
the second half Salisbury scored 

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@lakevillejournal.com

AMENIA —  Clear, sunny skies 
welcomed a group to the paved 
trails at the Cary Institute Satur-
day, Oct� 19, for an educational hike 
and lecture on beaver ecology led 
by wildlife biologist Mike Fargione�

The hike started at a small park-
ing area on the north edge of the 
Cary campus, where Fargione 
presented a collection of beaver 

pelts to the group� He explained 
that beavers were almost totally 
eradicated from New England 
after fur traders hunted them to 
near-extinction in the 1600s� Until 
the 20th century, he said, beavers 
were absent from the New Eng-
land landscape, a region that at one 
point hosted hundreds of millions 
of the semi-aquatic, dam-building 
rodents�
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Fall Fall 
CleanupCleanup

Excavation & Landscaping Services
Lawn & Landscape Installations, Patios & Walkways, Land Clearing

Invasive Plant Management, Environmental  Landscaping,  
Lawn Maintenance & Much More!

 
 

Excavation & Landscaping Services 
• Land Clearing 
• Woodland Mulching 
• Excavation 
• Hardscapes 
• Driveway Installations 
• Drainage 

 

(860)824-1188 
office@mattslandscapingct.com 

(860) 824-1188  •  office@mattslandscapingct.commattslandscapingct.com
(860) 824-1188

244 Rt 7 South Falls Village CT 06031

High Pressure-Steam Cleaning
Sanitizes  Disinfects  Kills Bacteria

Clean it  Polish it  Seal it
Make Your Marble Great Again!

Tile and Grout Repair
Call Zig 860-913-4473
www.stonepolishingct.com

zigs.sts@gmail.com

Stone  Tile  Grout  Concrete  Marble  Granite  Limestone  And more

Stone & Tile Services
Polishing & Restoration Specialists

Zig’sTS S
High Pressure - Steam CleaningHigh Pressure - Steam Cleaning

Sanitizes  •  Disinfects  •  Kills Bacteria

Tile and Grout Repair  •  Sealing Options

Floors  •  Countertops  •  Showers
Marble  •  Granite  •  Limestone  

Travertine  •  Soapstone  •  Concrete

860-913-4473  • zigs.sts@gmail.com 
ZigsStonePolishing.com

Marble Polishing & Stone 
Restoration SpecialistsHigh Pressure-Steam Cleaning

Sanitizes  Disinfects  Kills Bacteria
Clean it  Polish it  Seal it

Make Your Marble Great Again!
Tile and Grout Repair

Call Zig 860-913-4473
www.stonepolishingct.com

zigs.sts@gmail.com

Stone  Tile  Grout  Concrete  Marble  Granite  Limestone  And more

Stone & Tile Services
Polishing & Restoration Specialists

Zig’sTS S Stone & Tile ServicesZig

High Pressure-Steam Cleaning
Sanitizes  Disinfects  Kills Bacteria

Clean it  Polish it  Seal it
Make Your Marble Great Again!

Tile and Grout Repair
Call Zig 860-913-4473
www.stonepolishingct.com

zigs.sts@gmail.com

Stone  Tile  Grout  Concrete  Marble  Granite  Limestone  And more

Stone & Tile Services
Polishing & Restoration Specialists

Zig’sTS S

ROOFING

SIDING

GUTTERS

REPAIRS

HIC-603104

860-459-9921
ParamountProRoofi ng.com

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

8am to 4pm, Rain or Shine 
Free Admission & Parking • No Pets

Exhibitor Space Available: 845-221-6561
428 RT. 216, STORMVILLE, NY

STORMVILLEAIRPORTFLEAMARKETS.COM

STORMVILLE
AIRPORT

Antique Show & Flea Market
Over 400 Exhibitors

Christmas in November
Saturday Only | Nov. 2
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The Amenia Historical Society presented Certificates 

of Appreciation at its annual meeting on Sunday, Oct. 

20 to representatives of the Amenia Fire Company and 

Wassaic Fire Company. Town Historian Betsy Strauss 

presented the certificates to Robert Boyles, Jr., Captain 

of the Wassaic Fire Company, at left, and Andy Murphy, 

Captain of the Amenia Fire Company.

Amenia Historical Society honors local fire companies

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

AMENIA — The commit-
ment of members of the two 
local fire companies is mea-
sured not only in decades 
but in generations, and that 
dedication was honored by 
the Amenia Historical Soci-
ety at its annual meeting on 
Sunday, Oct. 20, held at the 
Town Hall.

Following a presentation 
and display of historic im-
ages and artifacts reflecting 
the history of the two orga-
nizations, representatives of 
the fire companies of District 
1 and District 2 accepted cer-
tificates of appreciation given 
by current society president 
Carol Lee.

The Amenia Fire Compa-
ny, District 1, has been serv-
ing the community since its 
founding in 1895. Andy Mur-
phy, Captain of the Amenia 
Fire Company, chronicled the 
history as he recalled the ear-
liest apparatus, the company 
membership, the buildings 
and some of the historic local 
fires, along with the celebra-
tions, parades and community 
fundraising events.

Captain Murphy, a long-
term member himself, re-
counted that his father, 
James, had served the Amenia 
Fire Company for 50 years 
and his mother, Charlotte, 
was a charter member of the 

Auxiliary.
He said that the historical 

society has a treasure trove 
of historical documents and 
memorabilia collected over 
the years. That information 
was assembled into a book 
published in 1995 detailing 
the Fire Company’s history, 
but not much history has been 
assembled and recorded since 
then.

“It all began in 1895,” Mur-
phy said, when there had been 
a fire in Millerton and a re-
alization dawned that Ame-
nia should have its own fire 
company.

Early records kept in the 
old firehouse were destroyed 
in 1941 by a devastating fire, 
and today, the only records 
remaining came from the 
homes of members and resi-
dents who had items that were 
not kept at the firehouse.

The earliest piece of equip-
ment in Amenia was a length 
of 1,000 feet of hose donated 
by the local water company, 
along with nozzles, to be used 
in conjunction with the ex-
isting hydrants, Murphy said. 
About 20 people met at Taylor 
Hall, the old movie theatre in 
village center, to form Amenia 
Hose Company No. 1.

Later they would meet at 
a local clothing store near the 
post office. By 1898, they had 
acquired a two-wheel hose 
cart. By 1899, they had their 
first firehouse and a fire wag-

on to go with the hose cart. 
The company then moved to 
its present site on Mechanic 
Street.

The relationship between 
the town and the fire com-
pany began around 1900, 
Murphy explained, whereby 
the town would own the fire-
house building and the fire 
company would pay rent to 
the town. A “new” firehouse 
was built on the site in 1948 
and still stands today.

Ambulance service had its 
beginnings in 1950 with the 
purchase of the first vehicle to 
be named “Lulubell.” Forma-
tion of a Women’s Auxiliary 
came along in 1953.

Barn fires were the most 
usual types of fire calls, Mur-
phy said. 

But especially dangerous 
and disastrous were the 1974 
fires that destroyed the movie 
theater and the Delavergne 
Farms Hotel in the town cen-
ter, Murphy noted.

“We are pretty well-
equipped today,” Murphy said, 
“but most of our trucks are 
going out driver-only.”

“People are not volunteer-
ing,” Murphy explained, add-
ing that the company has only 
three or four young people.

“Back in the 1970s, people 
could not wait to join the fire 
company,” Murphy recalled.

Reviewing the chronology 
of the Wassaic Fire Company, 
former Chief Bob Bergfels in-

dicated that the fire company 
was organized in 1931, build-
ing its first firehouse in 1937, 
with the present firehouse 
coming along in 1966. The 
Ladies’ Auxiliary began its 
service in 1955, and the Rescue 
Squad in 1977.

Seeking to clarify a point of 
confusion for residents, Mur-
phy explained the difference 
between the two Fire Districts 
and the two Fire Companies. 
Fire Districts, he said, are 
governed by five local com-
missioners who sit on a Fire 
District Board. They develop 
the annual budget and func-
tion as the entity in charge of 
the equipment purchase and 
repair. The Fire District is in 
charge, Murphy said.

The Fire Company, he 
explained, is a separate orga-
nization headed by the Fire 
Chief.  The Fire Company 
goes to the fires. Proceeds 
from the regularly scheduled 
pancake breakfasts go to the 
Fire Company to cover opera-
tional expenses.

Amenia Town Board approves 

bond issue for new town garage

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

AMENIA — An important 
step in the project to construct 
a new town garage occurred 
at the regular meeting of the 
Town Board on Thursday, 
Oct. 17, with a unanimous vote 
to authorize issuance of bonds 
to cover the estimated cost of 
construction.

The town has agreed to 
a 30-year bond issue in the 
amount of $6,333,449 to con-
struct the town garage and salt 
storage shed on town-owned 
land situated along the east side 
of Route 22 between Sinpatch 
Road and Tower Hill Road.

“This is a project dear to 
the heart of Victoria Perotti 
(former Town Supervisor), 
who will be happy to see this 
move along,” said current 
Town Supervisor Leo Black-
man after the vote.

Councilmember Paul Win-
ters repeated his concern that 
the bond issue was not to be 

put to a town-wide vote, 
rather than being decided by 
the Town Board. He spoke 
directly to video viewers ad-
vising them that they have 20 

days in which to obtain sig-
natures from 5% of voters, if 
those voters would prefer to 
have a town-wide vote on the 
decision.

NorthEast-Millerton Library to host 

Halloween ‘Festival of Frights’ Oct. 31

By COLLEEN FLYNN

colleenf@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON —  Thurs-
day, Oct. 31, the community 
is invited to the Festival of 
Frights from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

The NorthEast-Millerton 
Library is partnering with 
the Irondale Schoolhouse 
and the Millerton Business 
Alliance to help the commu-
nity indulge in Halloween 
activities. 

The Festival of Frights will 
feature the Haunted School-
house, Truck or Treat, food 
and other activities at 16 Main 
St., Millerton, in the Harney 
& Sons and Golden Wok 

parking lot. This event aims 
to bring the community to-
gether and celebrate Hallow-
een where it is hard to walk 
to neighbors. 

Organizations or com-
munity members are able to 
sign up to decorate their car to 

participate in Truck or Treat. 
Individuals participating in 
truck or treat are responsible 
for bringing candy to hand 
out. Sign-ups end on Sunday, 
Oct. 27. 

For more information visit 
nemillertonlibrary.org.

Join your neighbors in supporting  
The Millerton News, our trusted source  
of local news and information.   
Please make a donation of any size now at  
millertonnews.com/donate

Join your neighbors
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LEGAL NOTICES

ELECT  ELECT  
CHRIS MAYVILLECHRIS MAYVILLE

Paid for by the Republican Committee of North East

Vote for Chris in the last column of the North East ballot on

NOVEMBER 5, 2024

For North East Town Board

ENERGIZED  ||  KNOWLEDGEABLE   ||   EXPERIENCED

ELECT

Chris Mayville 
For North East Town Board

❖ Knowledge	of	municipal	finance	&	budgeting	
❖ Experienced	in	affordable	housing	projects	
❖ A	20+	year	resident	of	Millerton/North	East	
❖ A	record	of	commitment	to	community	service

ENERGIZED			|			KNOWLEDGABLE			|			EXPERIENCED

Vote	for	Chris	In	the	last	column	of	the	North	East	ballot	on	

NOVEMBER	5,	2024

Paid	for	by	the	Republican	Committee	of	North	East

Knowledge of municipal finance & budgeting
Experienced in affordable housing projects
A 20+ year resident of Millerton/North East
A record of commitment to community service

Legal Notice
Notice of formation of 2nd 

Quest CPG, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on August 
8, 2024. Office location: 
42 Maple St, Beacon, NY, 
12508, Duchess County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of the process to the 
LLC: 42 Maple St, Beacon, 
NY 12508. Purpose: training 
and support for incubating 
CPG companies.

09-26-24
10-03-24
10-10-24
10-17-24
10-24-24
10-31-24

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation 

of Camp Melody LLC. 
Articles. of Organization 
filed with the SSNY on 
7/28/2024. Office: Dutchess 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 50 Natures 
Way Clinton Corners, NY 
12514. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

10-03-24
10-10-24

 10-17-24
10-24-24
10-31-24
11-07-24

LEGAL NOTICE
The South Amenia 

Cemeter y Association 
Annual Meeting will be 
held Friday, October 25, 
2024 at 7:00PM in the Parish 

House of the South Amenia 
Presbyterian Church for 
the election of officers and 
trustees and the transaction 
of other such business as 
may legally come before it.

Amiee C. Duncan
 Secretary
10-24-24

NOTICE OF 
SUBMISSION OF 

QUESTION
TO VOTERS OF THE 
TOWN OF NORTH 

EAST
AT NEXT GENERAL 

ELECTION
 Notice is hereby given 

that, pursuant to NYS. 
Education Law #259(1)
(b), and in accordance with 
the provisions of the N.Y.S. 
Election Law, the following 
question will be submitted 
to the qualified voters of 
the Town of North East 
at the General Election to 
be held on the fifth day of 
November, 2024:

SHALL THE ANNUAL 
CONTRIBUTION OF THE 
TOWN OF NORTH EAST 
FOR THE OPERATING 
B U D G E T  O F  T H E 
[LIBRARY NAME] BE 
INCREASED BY FIFTY 
THOUSAND DOLLARS 
TO THE SUM ONE 
HUNDRED SEVENTY-
F I V E  T H O U S A N D 
DOLLARS ANNUALLY?

Further notice is hereby 
given that said election shall 
be held at the 28 Century 
Boulevard in the Millerton, 
on the fifth day of November 
2024, and that the polls will 
be open on that day between 
the hours of 6:00 AM - 9:00 
PM in addition to Early 
Voting location and options.

Elizabeth Strauss

Town Clerk
Town Of North East

10-24-24
10-31-24

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF 

SUBMISSION OF 
QUESTION TO VOTERS 

OF THE
TOWN OF 

WASHINGTON AT 
NEXT GENERAL 

ELECTION
 Notice is hereby given 

that pursuant to N.Y.S. 
Education Law #259 (1) 
(B) and in accordance with 
the provisions of the N.Y.S. 
Election Law, the following 
question will be submitted 
to the qualified voters of the 
Town of Washington at the 
General Election to be held 
on the 5th day of November, 
2024.

SHALL THE ANNUAL 
CONTRIBUTION OF THE 
TOWN OF WASHINGTON 
FOR THE OPERATING 
B U D G E T  O F  T H E 
MILLBROOK LIBRARY BE 
INCREASED FROM ONE 
HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-
F O U R  T H O U S A N D 
($184,000) DOLLARS 
ANNUALLY TO THREE 
HUNDRED FORTY-NINE 
THOUSAND ($349,000) 
DOLLARS ANNUALLY? 
Further notice is hereby 
given that said Election shall 
be held at the Millbrook 
Fire House in the Village of 
Millbrook on the 5th day of 
November 2024 and that the 
polls will be open on that 
day between the hours of 
6:00AM and 9:00PM.

10-24-24
10-31-24

Millbrook approves application

for Alden Place restaurant 

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

MILLBROOK —  Hav-
ing addressed concerns ex-
pressed by neighbors to an 
existing Alden Place Drive 
restaurant, the Planning 
Board approved a resolu-
tion at its regular meeting 
on Monday, Oct. 14, grant-
ing permission for the con-
tinued use of the property as 
a restaurant. The vote was 

unanimous with several con-
ditions.

Conditions attached to 
the special permit include 
that the hours of restaurant 
operations will be 11 a.m. to 
9 p.m. and that there be no 
food service, smoking or 
audio/visual equipment per-
mitted on the outdoor patio.  
No new light fixtures can be 
added outdoors.

The approval also speci-
fies the handling and storage 

of restaurant trash, cleanli-
ness of the trash bin area, and 
schedule for regular removal.

Reviewing the conditions, 
Planning Board chairman 
Frank Redl noted that the 
escrow account payments 
are a necessary part of the 
process, and a new kitchen 
hood will be installed. 

Building owner Nunzio 
Incorvaia, had successfully 
operated a popular restau-
rant at the location for 30 

years. Ensuing years had 
seen different ownership. 
The building had been va-
cant for the past year before 
Incorvaia purchased it.

Incorvaia’s tenant, Al-
berto Quezada, attended 
the Planning Board meet-
ing and indicated that he 
understood the conditions. 
He plans to operate an His-
panic-American restaurant 
with a new name, Millbrook 
Continental.

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

Candied candid

Emily Walsh took her second turn dipping her candied 

apple without help from her guardian and declared she 

was big enough to do it by herself at a children’s event 

at the Millbrook Library Wednesday, Oct. 16. Children’s 

Literacy Coordinator Kate Anderson led a group of 

children in dipping their apples in a simple syrup so-

lution she dyed blue to provide a marbled look to the 

finished apples.

PHOTO BY RHIANNON LEO-JAMESON

Supper ‘on a stick’

Isaac Musgrove, age 6, savored a candy apple, his treat 

of choice, at the Wednesday, Oct. 17, Supper Club at the 

NorthEast-Millerton Library’s Annex.  His sister, Lois 

Musgrove, age 9, smiled her approval while Lori Brunese 

enjoyed her own “Food on a Stick,” the theme for the 

month’s shared meal. 

Hillsdale addresses housing prices 

with accessory dwelling unit info

www.facebook.com/themillertonnews
Millerton news

The

Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning.

Invest With Us
The Millerton News is investing in reporters 
and new ways to deliver trusted news in our 
communities. But we need your help.  
Please make a donation of any size now at  
millertonnews.com/donate

HILLSDALE —  The Hill-
sdale Housing Committee, 
in conjunction with the Roe 
Jan Housing Task Force and 
the Towns of Copake and 
Ancram, is presenting an in-
formation session for those 
interested in creating an ac-
cessory dwelling unit on their 
property. 

The session will take place 
from 10 a.m to 12 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Nov. 2 at the Roeliff 
Jansen Community Library, 
located at 9091 Route 22 in 
Hillsdale.

An Accessory Dwelling 
Unit is a separate apartment 
in a home or property that 
meets the basic building and 
zoning code requirements of 
the town. It can include an at-
tached apartment within the 
home, such as a second floor 
or basement, or a detached 
unit, such as a garage or barn. 
It can help provide extra in-
come on property as well as 
additional low cost rental 
housing for the community. 
It can provide housing for a 
caregiver or an elderly rela-
tive.

Columbia County is now 
offering grants up to $125,000 
for homeowners to build ac-
cessory dwelling units if they 

meet the following criteria:
— Applicants must own 

and live in their own home 
as a primary residence.

— Applicant income must 
be at or below 100% of the 
County median income, 
which varies based on fam-
ily size.

— Applicant must com-
mit to maintain an afford-
able rental rate and not use 
the apartment for short term 

rentals for ten years.
RUPCO, a non-profit 

housing provider, will ad-
minister the program. In ad-
dition, it will assist program 
participants to find additional 
financing where needed, as 
well as with design, budget-

ing, contractor selection, per-
mitting, rental screening and 
other tasks.

Applications are due by 
Dec. 13. For applications and 
further information, contact 
RUPCO at www.rupco.org/
plusone/.

Email news and photos to editor@millertonnews.com
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Christ Church Episcopal 

in Sharon
9 South Main, Sharon CT

Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.
Transitioning through prayer

All welcome to join us
860-364-5260

www.christchurchsharon.org

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Worship Services
Week of October 27, 2024

 
The Congregational 

Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.
30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Whoever you are,  
wherever you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here!
Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  

in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
The Rev. Heidi Truax

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, November 10 at 10:30 a.m.

MMaarriioonn  WWiilllliiaammss  wwiillll  pprreesseenntt::      
HHOOWW  WWEE  LLIIVVEE  TTOOGGEETTHHEERR

 For information, contact Jo Loi  
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

Chabad of Northwest CT 
On the Green 

69 West St. Litchfield, CT 06759
chabadNW.org

860.567.3377 | office@chabadNW.org
Rabbi Joseph & Mina Eisenbach 

A home away from home, a gathering place 
where unity is paramount. 

We are here for you, welcome to the family!

WINTER SCHEDULE
Sunday 10:30 AM - Hebrew School

Wednesday 8:00 PM - Parsha In My Life 
How The Weekly Portion Relates to ME!

Thursday 11:30 AM - Women’s Tea & Torah
Saturday 9:30 AM - Shabbat Services 
Followed by a Congregational Kiddush

Children’s Camp | Jewish Newspaper
Smiles on Seniors | Cteen | YJP

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gatesl

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.

Realtor® at Large
The challenge of controlling 
the invasive plant Phragmites 
in wetlands is never ending. 
This is perhaps comparable to 
the cleaning out of the Augean 
stables, which was the fifth labor 
of Hercules. The great majority 
of the time this is accomplished 
with pesticides or burning in 
the winter. Another innovative 
method of control is introducing 
domesticated water buffalo 
which will actually graze on 
Phragmites; this is most effective 
in the spring and should be part 
of a long term management plan. 
For more information, please 
visit the Great Lakes Phragmites 
Collaborative website at: www.
greatlakesphragmites.net/
management/techniques/

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

Send obituaries to johnc@
lakevillejournal.com

Gerald Wheeler

ANCRAMDALE — Ger-
ald Wheeler, 88, a lifelong 
area resident, died 
peacefully on Fri-
day, Oct. 18, 2024, 
at Sharon Hospi-
tal in Sharon. Mr. 
Wheeler worked 
for The Hotchkiss 
School in Lakev-
ille. He retired as 
the Supervisor of 
Housekeeping fol-
lowing a 46-year 
career at Hotchkiss, where he 
was loved and respected by 
the faculty and the students.

Born July 21, 1936 in Sha-
ron, he was the son of the late 
John Henry and Margaret 
(Hanley) Wheeler. He was a 
graduate of Webutuck High 
School in Amenia. On March 
11, 1956, in Millerton, he mar-
ried the love of his life, Au-
gusta Lee Hoyt. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wheeler shared over 59-years 
of marriage. Mrs. Wheeler 
passed away on Jan. 25, 2015.

Mr. Wheeler was an 
avid hunter and fisherman 
throughout his life. He en-
joyed driving in the stock 
car races at Lebanon Valley 
Speedway in West Lebanon, 
New York, and driving in 
the drag races at the Dover 
Drag Strip in Wingdale, New 
York for many years. In his 
spare time, he liked gardening 
and tending to lawn work at 
home with his beloved wife. 
For several years he was a 
parishioner at St. Patrick’s 
Church in Millerton and was 

also affiliated with the Dutch 
Reform Church in Gallatin, 

New York.
Mr. Wheeler 

is survived by 
two sons, Rich-
ard Wheeler and 
his partner Jen-
eferShute of Ger-
mantown, New 
York, and John 
Wheeler and his 
wife Dana of Mil-
lerton; five grand-

children, Kae, Sean, Timothy, 
Nicole and Adam; four great 
grandchildren and several 
nieces and nephews, and 
many friends. In addition 
to his parents and wife, Mr. 
Wheeler was predeceased by 
his son, Gerald Wheeler, and 
his grandson, Andrew Wheel-
er and three siblings.

Calling hours were held 
on Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2024, 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the 
Scott D. Conklin Funeral 
Home, 37 Park Avenue, Mil-
lerton, New York, 12546. A 
funeral service took place on 
Thursday, Oct. 24, 2024, at 
10 a.m. at the funeral home. 
Burial followed at Irondale 
Cemetery in Millerton. Me-
morial contributions may be 
made to the American Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Society or to 
ALS United of Greater New 
York. To send an online con-
dolence to the family, flow-
ers to the service or to plant a 
tree in Mr. Wheeler’s memory 
please visit www.conklinfu-
neralhome.com

Edwin McGhee

MILLERTON — Edwin 
McGhee, 92, of Millerton, 
passed away peace-
fully at home sur-
rounded by his lov-
ing wife and three 
daughters Monday, 
Oct. 14, 2024. Ed-
win was born June 
30, 1932 to Edwin 
and Agnes. He was 
raised in Miller-
ton, alongside his 
siblings, James and 
Henry. He graduated from 
Millerton Union Free, at-
tended SUNY Cobleskill and 
SUNY New Paltz, and served 
proudly in the Army in the 
artillery unit. Ed enjoyed a 
full career at Keuffel and Es-
ser (Taconic Products) in the 
maintenance department. Ed 
was an avid musician, wood-
worker, and gardener. A kind 
and loving father, husband, 
and friend. He fiddled, whit-
tled, and gardened his way 
through life from beginning 
to end.

Edwin is survived by his 
wife, Marion McGhee, his 
three daughters, Colleen 
McGhee (William Anstett), 
Dawn Runge (Robert), Krista 
McGhee ( Jeffrey Litishin) 
and his grandchildren, Rob-
ert Runge (Michelle), Olivia 

Runge (William Clark). Also, 
his six great grandchildren, 

his brother Henry 
McGhee (Roberta), 
the mother of his 
daughters, Barbara 
Baker Byron, and 
many nieces and 
nephews.

In addition to 
his parents, he was 
also predeceased 
by Clark Barrett 
and James McGhee 

(Barbara).
A time for sharing memo-

ries and offering condolences 
was held on Thursday, Oct. 17 
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Peck 
& Peck Funeral Homes, 8063 
Route 22, Copake. A funeral 
service was held on Friday at 
11:00 a.m. at The Smithfield 
Church, 656 Smithfield Valley 
Rd, Amenia, New York. In-
terment followed in Irondale 
Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers please 
consider donating to Sunday 
in the Country Food Drive 
(sundayinthecountry.org), 
Millerton Fire Department, 
or to Hudson Valley Hos-
pice Dutchess County Office 
(hvhospice.org). To leave a 
message of condolence for 
the family please visit www.
peckandpeck.net

Howard Henry Lotz

CANAAN — Howard 
Henry Lotz, 97, a resident of 
Canaan, and Sarasoto, Flori-
da passed away peacefully at 
his home in Connecticut on 
Saturday, Oct. 19, 2024, sur-
rounded by. his loving fam-
ily.  Born on May 23, 1927, 
in Mount Savage, Maryland 
as one of 14 children born to 
William Lotz and Grace Ceci-
lia (McKenzie) Lotz.   On June 
2, 1956, he married the love of 
his life, Mary Segalla of Ca-
naan and celebrated 68 years 
of commitment and devotion 
to each other.

Howard was a proud 
World War II veteran, serving 
in the US Marine Corps dur-
ing the occupation of China 
as an Expert Rifleman.  He 
was one of the last surviv-
ing founding members and 
original signee of the VFW 
Post 6851 Charter in Canaan 
dated 1955 and then received 
the Commander’s Award for 
Excellence in 2018. 

Howard retired after 27 
years of employment at Sha-
ron Hospital in the Mainte-
nance Department.  He en-
joyed coaching Little League 
baseball and K of C Youth 
boys basketball.  He was an 
avid golfer acquiring mul-
tiple tournament and league 

trophies as well as executing 
three holes in one.  He was 
even noted in Golfer’s digest 
as the Best Amateur Golfer 
at the Canaan Country 
Club.  He also enjoyed veg-
etable gardening, cooking, 
and hunting deer and morel 
mushrooms.  But, the most 
enjoyment and joy he expe-
rienced was spending time 
with his family, especially his 
six grandchildren and three 
great grandchildren.

Howard is survived by his 
loving wife, Mary; his daugh-
ter, Diane Coe, and husband, 
Michael of West Cornwall, 
son, Howard H. Lotz II, of 
Canaan, and son, Robert Lotz 
and wife Jessica (Sunderland) 
of Ashley Falls, Massachusetts.  
Howard is also survived by 
his sister Grace Lepley, 91, of 
Mount Savage, Maryland, and 
several nieces and nephews.

A Catholic funeral mass 
will be held on Monday Oct. 
28, 2024, at 11 a.m. in St. Mar-
tin of Tours Parish St. Joseph 
Church, 4 Main St. North Ca-
naan, CT 06018.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al contributions may be made 
to VFW Post 6851 104 South 
Canaan Rd. North Canaan, 
CT 06018 C/O Commander 
Kirk Harrington. 

Sharon (Barese) Hamilton

LAKEVILLE — Sharon 
(Barese) Hamilton, 75, of 
Lakeville—loving 
mother, grand-
mother, sister, and 
aunt—passed away 
on July 15, 2024, af-
ter a brief and sud-
den illness.

Born in Mount 
Kisco, New York, 
on Feb. 20, 1949, 
the daughter of 
Salvatore E. Barese 
and Irene Rose (Erdos) Barese, 
Sharon attended Danbury 
schools and lived and worked 
in Danbury before relocating 
to Lakeville in 2001.

Among her many profes-
sional accomplishments, she 
served as Purchasing Agent 
for the City of Danbury af-
ter placing first on the Civil 
Service exam for the position, 
and later as the president of 
the Public Purchasing Asso-
ciation of Connecticut and on 
the National Board of Direc-
tors of the National Institute 
of Governmental Purchas-
ing. She was the founder and 
publisher of Women’s Forum 
Magazine, a monthly maga-
zine written and illustrated by 
women to promote women, 
encourage their personal and 
professional growth, and lob-
by for important legislative 
changes that affect women in 
the workforce.

A life-long advocate for 
women’s rights and lover of 
the arts, Sharon volunteered 
for, and sat on the board of, 
many community organiza-
tions over the course of her 
life, including the David M. 
Hunt Library, the Women’s 
Center of Greater Danbury 
and the Charles Ives Center 
for the Arts. She was an orig-

inal member of First Night 
Danbury and an active mem-

ber and avid sup-
porter of the Dan-
bury Downtown 
Council and the 
downtown busi-
ness community, 
as well as a member 
of Danbury’s Com-
mission on the Sta-
tus of Women.

Sharon was 
a multi-talented 

creative with a brilliant mind 
who could speak intelligently 
on many subjects. She was a 
skilled seamstress, a baker, 
an accomplished knitter and 
artist, selling her blankets, 
bags, prints and other wares 
at local artisan and craft fairs. 
She loved traveling with her 
family and took many trips 
that included four genera-
tions, including her beloved 
grandson, Jack.

Sharon is survived by 
daughters Dana Lemay of 
Lakeville and Jennifer Otto 
of Danbury, grandson Jack 
Lemay of Lakeville, siblings 
Nancy Barese, Kathi Heer-
ing, and Richard Barese, all of 
Danbury; and David Barese of 
New Milford, as well as many 
beloved nieces, nephews, and 
cousins. She is predeceased by 
her parents and two sisters, 
Dorene and Barbara.

An outspoken advocate 
for causes near and dear to 
her, and a great support and 
companion to her friends and 
family, Sharon’s loving and 
joyful presence will be for-
ever remembered and greatly 
missed.

A Celebration of Life will 
be held on Sunday, Nov. 10, 
2024 at the White Hart Inn 
in Salisbury from 2 to 4 p.m.

OBITUARIES

PHOTO BY JAMES H. CLARK

Crest of fall

By RILEY KLEIN

rileyk@lakevillejournal.com
CORNWALL, Conn. — In 

response Hurricane Helene’s 
destruction in and around 
Asheville, North Carolina, 
Cornwall’s Transfer Station 
crew has created a fundrais-
ing effort.

Crewmember Will Berry 
proposed the idea to the 
Board of Selectmen at a meet-
ing Oct. 15. He said the victims 
need assistance in the areas of 
food, water, shelter and cloth-
ing, but the most effective way 
to help is to send money.

He identified a grassroots 
organization called Beloved 

Cornwall fundraising helps 

hurricane victims in Asheville

Asheville that had made a sig-
nificant impact on those af-
fected. Through a network of 
volunteers and host families 
in the area, support is pro-
vided on the ground to those 
who need it most.

First Selectman Gordon 
Ridgway suggested kick-
starting the fund with $1,000 
from the town’s Can and Bot-
tle Fund. The motion passed 
unanimously.

Donations will be collected 
at Town Hall and the Trans-
fer Station. Checks should 
be made out to the Town of 
Cornwall with “Aid to Ashe-
ville” in the memo.
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“And now I’ll sing the classic, ”Tine After Tine...”

Gun at Amenia dance 

hall; Millerton teen 

center request & 

candidate forum

The following excerpts from 
The Millerton News were com-
piled by Kathleen Spahn, Viv-
ian Sukenik, Nancy Vialpando 
and Rhiannon Leo-Jameson of 
the North East-Millerton Li-
brary.

Oct. 19, 1933

‘Hamzy Fined for Sul-
livan Law Violation’; Da-
vid Hamzy…youth charged 
with carrying a gun without 
a permit, pleaded guilty to 
a misdemeanor indictment 
in county court…was fined 
$50. Hamzy was accused of 
flourishing a revolver when 
he became involved in a dis-
turbance in an Amenia dance 
hall several weeks ago…The 
defense attorney, George M. 
Betros, told the court that 
Hamzy participated in an 
argument over who should 
dance with an Amenia girl, 
and that fifteen Amenia boys 
became angry when he paid 
attentions to the girl. Hamzy 
pulled an unloaded gun, but 
was “very nice” when Cor-
poral Edwin Drainsey of the 
Amenia Station, State Police, 
arrived upon the scene and 
took him into custody, Betros 
related.

‘About Millerton’; Harry 
Miller, Service manager at the 
Dutchess Auto and Supply Co. 
is on his vacation.

Ronald J. Silvernale, Yorke 
Blanchard, Robert Fenn, 
Howard Scutt, William Wil-
liams, Oliver Valentine, and 
Lester Aroh, the latter of Pine 
Plains, are enjoying a week’s 
hunting trip in the Adiron-
dacks.

Oct. 17, 1974

‘Millerton Youth Seek Teen 
Center’; Fourteen teenagers 
approached the Village Board 
at its meeting last Wednesday 
night, Oct. 9, about setting up 
a teen center in Millerton.

Debbie Miller, spokesman 
for the group, said, “It would 
help the town. We really need 
one. We’ve talked to a lot of 
people who are interested like 
businessmen and parents.”

She said that the area teen-
agers wanted a place within 
the village that was easily ac-
cessible where they could go 
at night. She added that they 
did not want it to be at We-
butuck School because many 
young people who wish to fre-
quent the center cannot drive 
and would have a hard time 
getting rides.

Phyllis Flinn, another 
teenager who is working 
with Debbie on the project, 
explained, “ We want some-
thing where we can have 
cokes, a juke box [sic] and 
someone running it who will 
roll around with us and not 
kick us out.”

She continued, “We need a 
place where we can go in and 
sit down and leave  when we 
want to. We also want some-
one watching us because there 
are always a few that will ruin 
it for the others.”

Oct. 21, 1999

‘Supervisor Candidate Fo-
rums To Air Next Week on 
WQQQ’; Our readers are re-
minded to tune in early next 
week for North East and 
Amenia supervisor candidate 
forums jointly sponsored by 
The Millerton News and 
WQQQ (Q-103 FM).

On Monday, Oct. 25, in-
cumbent North East Super-
visor David Sherman will 
exchange views with chal-
lenger Sanford Kaplan. The 
following night Amenia Su-
pervisor Arlene Luliano will 
square off against opponent 
Phil Sullivan.

Millerton News Senior 
Reporter Mike Hagerty will 
moderate the North East 
forum, while Editor Terry 
Cowgill will preside over the 
Amenia exchange. WQQQ 
Station Manager Ron Lyon 
will also be present. Both half-
hour forums will begin at 7 
p.m. and will air live.

Mayville ‘understands’ how government works
I am proud to support 

Chris Mayville for North 
East Town Board. I don’t 
often cross party lines but 
I served on the Webutuck 
School Board with Chris for 
many years (go Wildcats!) and 

I know that he is a very dedi-
cated community leader and 
a skilled public servant. Chris 
understands how local gov-
ernments work. He operates 
with transparency within the 
rules and holds his colleagues 

to account.  At the same time, 
Chris has the political savvy to 
actually get things done and 
make things happen.  If you 
don’t believe me, take a look at 
our schools and see for your-
self the transformation of our 

facilities that has taken place 
during his stewardship. It is 
truly something to be proud 
of. That is why Chris Mayville 
has my vote. Thank you.

Kristen Panzer

Millerton

Re-elect Didi  Barrett for New York State Assembly
Early voting begins on Sat-

urday Oct. 26.  Make sure that  
when you vote, you darken the 
circle under “Member of As-
sembly” for  Didi Barrett. She 
deserves our support for all of 
her policies including raising 
the minimum wage, support-
ing veterans especially those 
with PTSD, funding for rural 
affordable housing,  strength-
ening laws to protect against 
gun violence,  programs that 
protect the environment and 
she is a fierce proponent of 
women’s health.  But you 
should also vote for her be-
cause of the attention she 
pays to her constituents.  She 
knows our community and 
its needs well and has been 
the singular most effective As-
sembly member for Millerton 
and North East in our history.  
She has provided support in 
transformative ways, reliev-
ing tax payers from higher lo-
cal taxes.  Here’s a partial list.

$125,000 for handicap-
accessible bleachers for Eddie 
Collins Park’s Little League 
field.

$125,000 for renovations 
at the NorthEast-Millerton 

Library.
$125,000 for the solar-

powered crosswalk signs on 
Main Street.

More than $100,000 for 
programs of the North East 
Community Center.

$1.5 million to Hudson 
River Housing for affordable 
housing projects across the 
region.

$500,000 for the new 
Town garage.

And as if this weren’t 

enough, Didi invited Assem-
bly Speaker Carl Heastie to 
visit Eddie Collins Memorial 
Park on July 25.  His visit re-
sulted in a public commitment 
to the Village of Millerton to 
provide up to $7.5 million in 
NYS funding for the swim-
ming pool and pool house to 
cover whatever the Village of 
Millerton did not receive from 
grants it had applied for.  And 
so the dream of a swimming 
pool returning to our beloved 

park became an immediate 
reality.  The Village has since 
engaged an engineering firm 
to draw up the plans.  Hopes 
are high that construction 
will start next summer.  Wow 
... we have an effective Assem-
bly Member who understands 
that government is here to help 
its citizens.  Please vote to keep 
Didi Barrett in her job ... she’s 
doing it so well.

 Jennifer Dowley

North East/Millerton

A vote for Nicole Ahearn is a vote for Amenia

As a long-time Wassaic 
resident with more than 
twenty-five years of state gov-
ernment experience, I ask you 
to vote for Nicole Ahearn for 
Amenia Town Board. She’s a 
wife, a mother and the only 
full-time resident of Amenia 
on the ballot. We also don’t 
have to wonder if she’ll make 
a great member of the town 
board. She’s already a member 
and a fine one.

I’ve worked with many 
elected officials in my long 
career, so I know Nicole is ex-
actly the kind of person Ame-
nia needs in local government. 
She understands this commu-
nity because she’s always been 
part of it. She’s a life-long 
Dutchess County resident 
whose husband’s family has 
deep roots in Amenia. 

Nicole and Josh chose to 
settle in Amenia for the same 
reasons we all live here. The 
rural beauty. The peace. The 
stability. They started and 
raised their family here so 
their children would receive 
a great education and a fine 
quality of life. Five of their six 
children attend our local pub-
lic schools. (Their sixth child, 
Ryan, is only two and a half, 

but will be a Wildcat soon.) 
Nicole is personally invest-

ed our community in many 
ways. In addition to being 
an Auxiliary member of the 
Dover VFW, she’s also been a 
bus driver for the Webutuck 
School District for the past 
decade. She knows your fami-
lies. Your children. She safely 
brings them to school each 
morning. She returns them 
home safely each afternoon. 

As if being a working 
mother of six wasn’t enough, 
she agreed to be appointed to 
the Town Board in early 2024. 
She’s been a tireless advocate 
of Smart Growth initiatives 
that encourage housing and 
jobs that will broaden our tax 
base. She helped the Town 
Board move forward with 

building a new Town Highway 
Department garage and salt 
shed that will keep our road-
way infrastructure maintained 
properly for years to come.

She understands Amenia’s 
wastewater issue and knows a 
solution is essential for future 
development. She’s met with 
the Taconic DDSO develop-
ers to guarantee that Amenia 
will benefit from any future 
project there. 

As a wife, mother, and full-
time Amenia resident, Nicole 
understands our daily chal-
lenges because she faces them 
too. She got Sheriff Imperati 
to hold a community meeting 
when a deranged criminal tor-
mented Wassaic. She knows 
the high cost of living our 
families and our elderly en-

dure. That’s why she fights to 
keep Town taxes low and keep 
town government accountable 
to you, the taxpayer.  

She also advocated more 
recreation alternatives, such 
as concerts, community events 
and the activation of Amenia’s 
public spaces to encourage safe 
usage and tourism.

Amenia needs a strong, in-
dependent voice who’ll speak 
for us when it counts. Some-
one who has always been part 
of our community. Someone 
with a strong track record 
of getting things done. That 
someone is Nicole Ahearn. 
I strongly encourage you to 
vote for her for Amenia Town 
Board. 

Terrence McCauley

Amenia

Ahearn for Amenia Town Council

I certainly get that Donald 
Trump isn’t everyone’s cup of 
tea, but one must be realistic 
when making the binary deci-
sion we have about this year’s 
Presidential election. While I 
didn’t vote for him in 2016, his 
policies during his term were 
very good. The economy was 
sound, at least until the pan-
demic hit, and the border was 
secure. His opponent this time 
around is very weak, her pol-
icy positions over a four-year 
term would be very damaging 
to America and her invective 

against Trump are way over-
the-top. While I wish that we 
had different choices, the ones 
we are presented with make it a 
pretty easy choice for me, and I 
would hope, for all Americans. 
Her position regarding illegal 
immigration alone, not to 
mention the policies that she 
has consistently supported are, 
in my view wholly disqualify-
ing. And God help our foreign 
policy were she to get her way. 
Sadly, neither candidate seems 
willing to address the loom-
ing problem with our National 
debt, but that problem isn’t go-
ing away, and will need to be 
addressed sooner rather than 
later. 

A much brighter situa-
tion exists regarding our lo-

cal election for the Amenia 
Town Council. By virtue of 
her background (wife, mother, 
longtime fulltime resident and 
bus driver), the way she pres-
ents herself (calm and poised) 
and her obvious common 
sense while serving on the 
Town Council this year, Ni-
cole Ahearn is clearly a rising 
star in our Town politics, and 
we are fortunate to have her 
willing to serve on the Town 
Counsel, a difficult job to say 
the least. If you have had an 
opportunity to meet her, and 
watch how she handles herself 
on the Town Council, you will 
know why she deserves our 
enthusiastic support.

Michael Chamberlin

Amenia Union

More letters on page A6

The views expressed 
here are not necessarily 
those of The Millerton 
News and the News 
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oppose candidates for 
public office.
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Voice in support of Nicole Ahearn

This letter is in support of 
Nicole Ahearn for Amenia’s 
Town Board. In 2024, Nicole 
stepped up to fulfill the posi-
tion as interim board member 
when current town supervisor 
Leo Blackman’s seat opened up. 
Since then, Nicole has proven 
herself capable of being a signif-
icant contributing member to 

the town board with insights on 
both the longterm and short-
term needs of the community. 
She is a longstanding citizen 
of the town of Amenia and has 
her finger on the pulse of the 
Amenia community. She and 

her husband have several chil-
dren in the Webutuck School 
District. A vote for for Nicole 
Ahearn for the Amenia Town 
Board is a vote for  integrity.

Margaret O’Brien

 Amenia



A6          THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, October 24, 2024

OPINION

www.salisburyforum.org

THE NEWS ON TRIAL
The news media prepared to cover the 

2024 presidential election as a historic test of 
American democracy. It has turned into a test of 

the future of American journalism. How did we do?

David D. 
Kirkpatrick
David D. Kirkpatrick is a writer 
for The New Yorker whose work 
includes coverage of American 
politics. He spent 22 years as a 
New York Times correspondent, 
where he reported on presidential 
elections and led coverage of 
the 2011 uprisings for democracy 
across the Middle East.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Urging a vote for Nicole Ahearn on Nov. 5

After seeing the Letters 
to the Editor in last week’s 
Millerton News, I felt it was 
important to correct inaccu-
racies about two important 
town projects. 

First: The Amenia Green 
concept will not cost the 
town ‘millions’, nor will it be 
a ‘splash pad.’ The maximum 
cost for the entire project is 
estimated at between $1 mil-
lion and $1.5 million. How-
ever, between community 
donations and money from 
the Recreation Capital Im-

provement Fund, the Town 
is eligible to receive $750,000 
in matching grants. Construc-
tion will be limited to only the 
amount we receive in grant 
money. This is part of my on-
going commitment to always 
spend taxpayer money wisely.  

Unfortunately, Mr. Miller 
and Town Supervisor Black-
man oppose the Amenia Green 
project because they support 
building affordable housing in 
the parking lot and field next 
to Town Hall. I believe an 
open space effort like Amenia 

Green is far too important to 
our community to suffer due 
to gross inaccuracies and gen-
eralizations by certain officials. 

Second: Building a new 
Highway Garage has never 
been Mr. Miller’s priority. His 
main priorities have always 
been wastewater and hous-
ing with little regard for com-
munity input or legitimate 
community concerns. Along 
with my fellow board mem-
bers Nicole Ahearn and Brad 
Rebillard, I have always been 
a strong advocate for a new 

Highway Department garage 
and we continue to support it. 

Nicole Ahearn and I don’t 
always agree on every matter 
that comes before the Town 
Board, but we agree on what’s 
important. We agree that Mr. 
Miller’s vision for Amenia is 
simply wrong. Amenia should 
vote for the candidates who 
represent them. That’s why 
I strongly urge you to sup-
port Nicole Ahearn for Town 
Board.

Paul Winters 

Amenia

Vote in support of Amenia Free Library

It has been a busy and chal-
lenging year for the Amenia 
Free Library. We began with a 
search for a Library Assistant 
to enable us to add six addi-
tional hours to the schedule. 
As the search began, we found 
out that our assistant, who had 
been deeply involved in our 
programs, was moving from 
the area. So we found ourselves 
with a 2-person search and the 
requisite training needed for 
Library Operations and Pro-
gramming. I am pleased to 
report that we are now fully 

staffed with well trained per-
sonnel and that we have indeed 
extended our hours as planned. 
Hope Bruzzi and Megan Mar-
shall join Tina Hosier and Li-
brary Director Victoria Herow 
in delivering a full range of ser-
vices to our wonderful patrons. 
We are now open until 6 p.m. 
on weekdays except Wednes-
day, when we serve the public 
until 7 p.m. Saturday hours 
remain 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

With an eye toward expan-
sion of our programs for all 
ages, and the reality of increas-

ing costs, we are asking the 
public to increase our annual 
funding by $20K on Nov. 5. 
Please turn over you ballot and 
vote “YES” on Proposition #2. 
The cost to taxpayers will be 
about an additional $4.80 an-
nually (40 cents per month) for 
a residence with a $300,000 
assessed value. As we continu-
ally remind Amenia residents, 
taxpayer funding is only used 
for our operating budget. The 
marvelous facility that we 
now operate from is entirely 
funded by Donations and 

Grants. We encourage each 
of you to visit us, check our 
website (AmeniaLibrary.org), 
or our Facebook page to learn 
more about what’s happening. 
Board members will be at the 
Library on Saturday, Oct. 26, 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., should 
you wish to chat with us.

Thanks for your consid-
eration on Election Day and 
your belief in the value of 
your Library.

Alan Gamble

Amenia

Supporting Amenia’s Nicole Ahearn 

As an Amenia Councilman 
for the past three years and a 
lifelong resident of Dutchess 
County, I believe it’s impor-
tant to set the record straight 
for voters. Election season is 
often filled with grand prom-
ises from candidates, and this 
year is no different. Candidate 
Charlie Miller is offering snip-
pets of plans as if they’ll mate-
rialize overnight, yet he con-
tinues to overlook the essential 
needs of taxpayers. I’d like to 
clarify a few things based on 
my firsthand experience.

As a former member of the 
Amenia Wastewater Commit-
tee, I’ve seen how challenging 
it is to move this project for-
ward. Wastewater is a critical 

issue, but the solution must 
involve homeowners and 
business owners in the dis-
trict, as it’s their referendum 
to vote on. The problem has 
always been that their voices 
aren’t part of the broader 
conversation. For example, 
the Amenia water system is 
already in need of costly re-
pairs and federally mandated 
upgrades, which will increase 
charges for current water dis-
trict residents. Until we know 
what those costs will be, it’s 
irresponsible to proceed with 
wastewater planning and en-
gineering fees, which would 
then add more expenses for 
those in the water district. 
This initiative simply won’t 

pass under these conditions.
Regarding affordable 

housing, I agree that we need 
it. However, one of the pro-
posed locations by Miller 
and Supervisor Blackman, 
next to the Amenia Town 
Hall, is a well-known flood 
zone and is unsuitable for de-
velopment. Moreover, when 
these projects are funded 
through government and 
block grants, outside stake-
holders will continue to have 
input, which could limit ac-
cess to these homes for local 
residents, their families, and 
our seniors. Once again, it’s 
a waste of taxpayer money to 
plan and study a proposal that 
isn’t feasible.

I’ve heard from many of 
you about your vision for 
Amenia: a stronger business 
district, a safer community, 
better education for our chil-
dren, and, most importantly, 
smart growth. Councilwoman 
Nicole Ahearn, who currently 
sits on the board, is the candi-
date who can make that vision 
a reality. Her opponent’s ap-
proach seems more focused 
on turning Amenia into the 
next suburb of Westchester. 
Let’s support Nicole Ahearn 
and allow her to continue the 
great work she’s been doing 
for our community.

Brad Rebillard

Councilman
Amenia

Chris Mayville ‘knows 

our community’

On Nov. 5, town and vil-
lage residents in North East 
should vote to keep Chris 
Mayville on our Town Board.

Chris has served our town 
as a Councilman for the last 
two years and is doing a great 
job. He is committed to serv-
ing our community - previ-
ously serving on the Webutuck 
School Board for ten years 
and being a Mentor/Coach 
for youth sports for nine years.

Chris knows our commu-
nity and its people, having 
lived here over 20 years and 
being a vital part of our com-
munity’s life.

Chris Mayville has skills in 
budget and finance, along with 
his experience in housing mat-
ters, which are much needed 
on our Town Board. All that, 
with his quality of ‘common 
sense’, is why we should vote 
to keep him on the job.

Come Tuesday, Nov. 5, vot-
ers should look for Chris May-
ville on the far right of their 
election ballot and fill in the 
circle next to his name. It will be 
one good thing they can do to 
keep North East and Millerton 
moving toward a better future.

Robert Cooper

Millerton

New York ballot: Prop 1 = Equality

There’s a secret on the New 
York ballot that few are aware 
of. It’s Proposition 1 – former-
ly known as the Equal Rights 
Amendment. Voters  have the 

opportunity to decide if they 
want to ensure equal rights 
are in the New York State 
Constitution. Why? Because 
then new  legislation is en-
acted with the spirit that all 
are equal — yes this means 
women, seniors, the disabled, 
and all people regardless of 
how they identify. Right 
now the State Constitution 
protects  race and religion — 
leaving other groups at risk of 
legislation against them such 
as reproductive rights. There 

Mayville a ‘team player’

I am writing this letter in 
support of Chris Mayville as 
a candidate for the unexpired 
seat on the Town of North East 
Town Board. Chris served on 
the Webutuck School Board 
for 10 years, as a member 
and as vice president. During 
his time on the board he re-
searched the issues that came 
in front of us and was always 
prepared for the meetings. Just 
as important, he reached out to 
others to gather opinions and 
try to come to a decision that 
everyone could get behind. He 

was one of the best team play-
ers I have worked with, and 
that is an important talent 
to have when representing a 
community. I have no doubt 
that he will continue to ap-
proach the position of Town 
Board member with the same 
diligence that he has shown so 
far. Chris cares for his com-
munity and will work hard for 
everyone, and I wholeheart-
edly recommend him to the 
voters of North East.

Judy Moran

Amenia

Support for Mayville 

I am writing to offer my 
support and urge the voters 
in the Town of Northeast and 
Village of Millerton to vote 
for Chris Mayville to continue 
serving on the Town Board. 
I have had the privilege of 
knowing Chris for several 
years. As an educator I taught 
both Chris’s wife and son. I 
also worked with Chris while 
he was a member of Webutuck 
Board of Education, first as an 
educator and again as a fellow 
school board member. During 
that time, I was impressed with 
the way Chris would listen to 
all points, retain and under-
stand all aspects of a discus-
sion and deliver analytical 
facts-based opinions to the 
dialoged. As a community 

member I have had several 
opportunities to have discus-
sions about our town and what 
his visions for the future are. 
Again, what stuck with me 
was how Chris knows the is-
sues that impact our beautiful 
town, knows the community 
and many of its members and 
wants to see measurable prog-
ress for the town, the board 
and its members. Local elec-
tions are the ones that can af-
fect real change in real time. I 
hope every eligible voter gets 
out there and votes on Nov. 5, 
and I hope on of your votes is 
for Chris Mayville, because I 
believe he is the best person 
for the Job.

John Merwin

Millerton

is a misinformation campaign, 
mostly on billboards, creat-
ing knee jerk reactions. This 
amendment does not change 
any existing laws. It does not 
impact parental rights, par-
ticipation on sports teams, 
immigration or qualifications 
for voting. Those that we put 
in office with our votes decide 
those issues. Let’s stand up for 
a New York that believes in 
civil rights. 

Maureen Rule

Amenia

More letters on page A5
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Jack-o’-lanterns in waiting
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Amenia Town Board schedules  

2025 budget hearing for Nov. 7

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

AMENIA — Following 
continuing discussion on 
the details of the 2025 Pre-
liminary Budget proposal, the 
Town Board at its meeting 
on Thursday, Oct. 17, voted 
unanimously to schedule the 
annual public hearing for 
Thursday, Nov. 7, beginning 
at 7 p.m. at the Town Hall.

Under town law, the public 
hearing must be scheduled for 
the first Thursday following 
the general election that will 
occur on Tuesday, Nov. 5. The 
town is required to adopt its 

final budget for 2025 on or 
before Wednesday, Nov. 20.

To view the preliminary 
2025 budget in advance of the 
public hearing, go to www.
ameniany.gov.

Explaining the impact on 
the local mill rate, Director 
of Finance Charlie Miller 
reported that a tentative rate 
for 2025 would be 2.10262 
mills, with all proposed revi-
sions taken into account from 
previous budget review ses-
sions conducted by the Town 
Board. The 2024 rate was 
1.93296. The increase in the 
mill rate amounts to 8.8%.

The increase is largely 

driven by the substantial ef-
fect of projected increase in 
cost for ambulance service, 
Miller said, although noting 
that negotiations are ongoing. 
The projected debt service for 
the new town garage is al-
ready included in the budget, 
Miller said.

Brief discussion centered 
on the Building Department’s 
request for a town vehicle for 
use by the Building Inspector, 
who now uses his personal 
vehicle for his official duties. 

The question was whether the 
vehicle presents a sufficient 
benefit to the town’s residents.

Councilman Paul Winters 
felt that the vehicle use could 
be scheduled in such a way 
as to produce revenue for the 
town in increased regulation 
enforcement. As the board 
thought it would be useful to 
hear Councilman Brad Rebil-
lard’s opinion on the issue, 
and as he was absent from the 
meeting, further discussion 
was postponed.

Climate Smart group 

talks heat pumps

MILLERTON —  Saving 
money and the climate are 
two topics to be addressed 
at a presentation  “Are Heat 
Pumps Right for Me?”  from 
3 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 
26 at the NorthEast-Millerton 
Library Annex at 28 Century 

Blvd. Expert installers and ad-
visors will compare systems 
and discuss the financial in-
centives available at the pro-
gram sponsored by Climate 
Smart of Millerton. For infor-
mation about the systems go 
to climatesmartmillerton.org.  

Dutchess County 

comptroller to host fraud 

prevention seminars

POUGHKEEPSIE —  
Dutchess Comptroller A. 
Gregg Pulver has partnered 
with the Dutchess County 
Sheriff’s Office and District 
Attorney Anthony Parisi for 
two fraud prevention semi-
nars in Millbrook and Wap-
pinger this month.

The first seminar will be 
at the Farm and Home Cen-

ter in Millbrook, Wednesday, 
Oct. 23 from 2 to 3 p.m. The 
second is in Wappinger at the 
Senior Center the following 
Wednesday, Oct. 30 again 
from 2 to 3 p.m.

Experts will discuss com-
mon scams, tips for fraud pre-
vention and what to do as a 
target of an online scam. RSVP 
is not required to attend.

Wake Robin applicants revise proposal; 

neighbors still oppose redevelopment

By ALEC LINDEN

alecl@lakevillejournal.com
SALISBURY, Conn. — Al-

tered plans were presented 
to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission Oct. 16 at the 
third round of a public hear-
ing to redevelop the Wake 
Robin Inn.

“Not one of these changes 
downsizes the enormity of 
this project,” said Lakeville 
resident Darryl Peck, encap-
sulating much of the public 
response to the amended 
plans.

Representatives of the 
applicant (Aradev LLC), led 
primarily by landscape ar-
chitect Mark Arigoni of SLR 
Consulting, presented an up-
dated plan for the property. 
The changes were intended to 
address and respect concerns 
from the public and from P&Z 
voiced at the first two meet-
ings of the public hearing.

Major changes to the de-
sign included moving the pool 
and spa, previously intended 

to be installed adjacent to 
Wells Hill Road, further back 
on the property, closer to the 
existing Inn site. Cottages will 
take the place of the pool and 
spa alongside the road in the 
revised schema.

The new events barn, 
which will house a casual 
restaurant, was downsized 
“by about 20%” from a 200 
person maximum occupancy 
to 125, according to Arigoni. 
Other measures in the report 
included a tree health survey 
meant to inform a preserva-
tion plan, reducing nighttime 
operating hours, installing a 
curfew on events, stringent 
volume control rules for out-
door music and runoff infra-
structure.

P&Z reacted positively 
to the updated plan. “I do 
think it is better, and I think 
it responded to a lot of the 
neighbors’ concerns,” P&Z 
vice chair Cathy Shyer said.

“I certainly think it’s a big 
improvement,” said P&Z chair 

Michael Klemens. 
The public was less en-

thusiastic, citing continued 
concerns from earlier meet-
ings of the hearing including 
noise and light pollution, in-
creased traffic, doubts about 
the town’s sewage capacity, 
parking (both too much and 
too little), and aesthetic and 
cultural issues.

Neighbors asked how the 
measures to control crowds 
and noise will be enforced. 
Resident Andy Plesser sug-
gested that the events barn 
will be too big to enforce the 
occupancy limit. Peck en-
tertained the idea of having 
police at events to enforce 
limitations. “Perhaps, if that 
were a requirement, this proj-
ect is completely wrong for 
Lakeville,” he said.

The biggest complaints 
seemed to be about the size 
of the project and the effects 
the development would have 
on the town.

“It’s out of character with 

the neighborhood,” said resi-
dent Julie Norwell, echoing  
other complaints about the 
impacts the development will 
have on the area.

There were also com-
plaints levied against P&Z 
itself, questioning conflict of 
interest in the Commission 
with the project. Resident 
Joe Costa requested that any 
commission members with 
personal ties to the applicant 
be recused from any vote that 
might impact the decision.

Not all public feedback 
was negative: 45 year Lakev-
ille resident Peter Oliver con-
tributed that “the applicants 
have done a fine job,” while 
Robin Leech said, “the plan 
is wonderful.”

“There will be at least two 
other public hearings on this,” 
said Klemens.

The next hearing will be 
conducted at the P&Z’s regu-
lar meeting on Nov. 18, with 
another following later in the 
month.

PHOTO BY CAITLIN HANLON

Harvest time
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A Bank for the
Next Generation

To George Whalen IV, relationships 
are what build community, and lending 
is a tool that helps people make things 
happen. He’s seen it his whole life – 

the Bank of Millbrook working together 
with people like you, in this area that’s 

thrived from his great grandfather’s 
generation to his son’s.

George T. Whalen IV
Senior Vice President

through a 414 budget vote on 
Election Day. 

The town has been pro-
viding the library $175,000, 
which includes $125,000 se-
cured from a 2007 vote and 
an additional $50,000 that 
the town has been providing 
since 2019. 

Since securing the 
$125,000 in 2007, the li-
brary has determined it needs 
more funds for day-to-day 
activities and maintenance. 
In 2019, the Town of North 
East voluntarily provided the 
further support of $50,000 
each year since then. Though 
it seems the funding will re-
main the same, this year the 
library is returning to the 
ballot in order to secure the 
total budget of $175,000 from 
the town.  

The Fire District’s budget 
has risen from $756,222 in 
2024 to a tentative budget of 
$771,366, a 2% increase. The 
Water District is slated for 
a  2.7% addition, which adds 
$1,010 to its tentative budget 

appropriation of $39,978.
Another large jump in the 

town’s proposed spending is 
for town hall renovations, ex-
pected to increase by 50%. In 
2024 the town used $25,000 
for renovations and has put 
down $50,000 for the next 
preliminary budget. 

There are some cutbacks 
in proposed spending. For 
example, the new budget cuts 
$20,000 of funding for a part 
of snow removal, now bring-
ing that budget to $100,000.

The Highway Depart-
ment’s budget has been 
lowered by 15.2%, going 
from $1,775,706 in 2024 to 
$1,504,963 for the draft of 
2025, reducing the amount 
by about $270,000. 

With the new recreation 
programs this year, the bud-
get has increased by $4,800 
for the Village’s program. 
The budget also shows small 
changes in salaries and bene-
fits for town employees,  with 
medical benefits showing  the 
most change. 

to bring the game to 1-1. That 
tie was short-lived as a foul 
awarded a penalty kick to 
Millbrook that sailed into the 
back of the goal, bringing  the 
score to 2-1.

Salisbury maintained the 
intensity, but every time the 
Knights tied the game up the 
Mustangs found another op-
portunity to take back the 
lead. With just 90 seconds left 
in the game and a tied score 
of 3-3, Millbrook was granted 
a free kick that squeaked by 
Salisbury’s keeper, eliminat-
ing any hopes of the Knights 
taking the win back home to 
Connecticut that chilly Friday 
night. 

The Fall Family Weekend 
game at Millbrook’s campus 
ended with a Mustang win 
4-3.

Now, as a result of careful 
mangement and reintroduc-
tion, Fargione said the bea-
ver population has grown to 
about 2 million. 

This brings challenges, but 
it also allows the landscape to 
return to the transitive na-
ture it had prior to European 
settlement 400 years ago. 
Fargione said the modern, 
agricultural landscape that 
exists in Dutchess County is 
the result of human inter-
vention and the removal of 
beavers. Before beavers were 
nearly eradicated, the rodents 
carefully redirected water, 
manipulating wetlands and 
low-lying forests and fields 
to create cyclical habitats. 
Human farmers responded 
by channelizing streams, dry-
ing swamps and driving out 
beavers to create more con-
sistently dry farmlands.

Now, as beavers make their 
return, their incessant need 
to dam up streams and cre-
ate beaver ponds is in direct 
conflict with human infra-
structure.

Roads on Cary’s campus 
have started to show seri-
ous signs of damage from the 
beaver’s hydro-engineering. 
One path has been com-
pletely closed because ero-
sion has created a sinkhole in 
the middle of the pavement. 
One group of beavers created 

a pond that was flooding the 
nearby New York State Po-
lice Troop K headquarters on 
Route 82. Fargione took the 
group by a low-lying brush 
pit to demonstrate the huge 
changes beavers can cause. 

Before the beavers came 
in, the low-lying area was a 
dense forest full of alders, 
red maples and aspen trees, 
beavers’ preferred foods. 
Two streams came down the 
mountains from the south, 
feeding water into the low-
lying area, and heavier-than-
usual storms started to flood 
the patch. Noticing the new 
flooding and the tasty wood, 
beavers got to work damming 
up the edges of the patch, cre-
ating a 20 acre area of stand-
ing water five feet deep at its 
deepest point. In a matter of 
weeks the slightly-wet forest 
was transformed into a murky 
swamp, bringing different an-
imals and vegetation. The day 
of the hike the pond was dry, 
but Fargione said the water 
didn’t just evaporate.

“A lot of that water goes 
back into the water table, 
recharging our aquifer,” Far-
gione said. 

The habitats created by 
beavers are essential to local 
wildlife. “There’s lots of wild-
life here just because beavers 
changed the ecology,” Far-
gione said. 

Becton Dickinson ramps up 

syringe production amid demand 

driven by China quality concerns

By DEBRA A. ALEKSINAS

Special to The Millerton News

NORTH CANAAN, 
Conn. — Becton, Dickin-
son and Company (BD) has 
ramped up its production of 
syringes at its North Canaan 
plant in response to quality 
issues with plastic syringes 
imported from China which 
were uncovered late last year 
by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA).

BD, a leading global medi-
cal technology company and 
Northwest Connecticut’s 
largest employer, responded 
to the FDA’s recommenda-
tion that consumers, health-
care providers and healthcare 
facilities transition away from 
plastic syringes made in Chi-
na by increasing its domestic 
manufacturing of syringes at 
the company’s Connecticut 
and Nebraska facilities.

Since January, BD’s 
385,000 square foot North 
Canaan plant has increased 
its output of syringes “by over 
40% to meet the needs of U.S. 
healthcare customers,” said 
Fallon McLoughlin, director 
of public relations and corpo-
rate communications for the 
Franklin Lakes, New Jersey-
based company.

“BD has achieved this 
increase by driving opera-
tional efficiencies and relo-
cating some production lines 
from other BD plants,” said 
McLoughin.

  “We’ve added over 100 
full-time associates in the last 
year, and currently have more 
than 500 full-time associates 

and nearly 50 contingent as-
sociates,” she said of the North 
Canaan site, which began its 
operations in 1961 with eight 
employees at a 25,000 square 
foot facility.

BD draws its employees 
from throughout Northwest 
Connecticut and neighboring 
New York.

McLaughlin noted that its 
Connecticut plant primarily 
manufactures small-size sy-
ringes, and syringe and needle 
combination products that 
are “critical to the delivery of 
healthcare.”

Operations take place 
around the clock, producing 
more than 2 billion medical 
devices each year that are sold 
in every region worldwide.

Responding to  
consumer needs

In March, Eric Borin, 
president of BD Medication 
Delivery Solutions, said in a 
statement “BD has the capac-
ity to support additional sy-
ringe demand and is further 
increasing U.S. production 
to help ensure continuity of 
patient care.”

Since the initial FDA 
safety communication in 
November 2023, he noted, 
“BD has increased domestic 
manufacturing of syringes 
in our Nebraska and Con-
necticut facilities to respond 
to customer needs. Ensuring 
the safety and quality of our 
products is the top priority 

at BD.”
Borin further noted at the 

time that “The latest FDA 
safety communication does 
not include any BD syringes. 
Over our more than 125-year 
history, we have served the 
health care system’s need for 
essential high quality medical 
products, including manufac-
turing 2 billion additional sy-
ringes and needles to support 
the global pandemic response 
to COVID-19.”

Syringe manufacturers  
in China cited

In late November 2023, 
the FDA announced its probe 
into reports of leaks, break-
ages and other quality prob-
lems with plastic syringes 
manufactured in China “that 
are used for injecting fluids 
into or withdrawing fluids 
from, the body,” according 
to the health regulator.

On March 14, the FDA is-
sued an update on warning 
letters sent to three entities: 
Jiangsu Shenli Medical Pro-
duction Co., Medline Indus-
tries, LP and Sol-Millennium 
Medical Inc., describing vio-
lations related to the “sale and 
distribution of unauthorized 
plastic syringes that had not 
been cleared or approved by 
the FDA,” according to a new 
release.

“In addition, we are ac-
tively evaluating quality is-
sues and performance testing 
failures with plastic syringes 

made by Jiangsu Caina Medi-
cal Co., a China-based manu-
facturer cited in the warning 
letter issued to Medline In-
dustries, LP. The FDA will 
take additional steps as ap-
propriate,” the FDA stated.

In its Aug. 16 update, the 
FDA continued to recom-
mend that healthcare provid-
ers “use syringes not manu-
factured in China, if possible.

“At this time, glass sy-
ringes, pre-filled syringes 
or syringes used for topical 
purposes are not included. If 
you only have syringes manu-
factured in China, then con-
tinue to use them as needed 
until you are able to use al-
ternative syringes and closely 
monitor for leaks, breakage 
and other problems,” the FDA 
announced.

In March, BD was named 
to Fortune’s 2024 list of 
America’s Most Innovative 
Companies, and in Sep-
tember, the company an-
nounced that it had been 
named to TIME’s 2024 list of 
the World’s Best Companies 
based on employee feedback.

BD’s operations in North 
Canaan have also been rec-
ognized by the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency for 
achieving the Energy Star 
Challenge for Industry for 
energy reduction. The site 
is a landfill-free site where 
waste is reduced, recycled or 
converted into energy.

ervation. 
“The first surprise is that 

most people don’t know that 
the garbage is taken from their 
curb and driven to be burned,” 
Sandra Stratton-Gonzalez, 
a member of Mothers Out 
Front for Dutchess County, 
said. “The second thing that 
people don’t know are all the 
detrimental health effects of 
all the pollutants that come 
out of that city.”  

Their current campaign 
is “Trash the Incinerator — 
Clean Air for Dutchess Coun-
ty,” which aims to educate 
people about the hazards that 
could come from the county’s 
incinerator, which is located 
in the Town of Poughkeepsie.

The American Lung As-
sociation 2023 State of the 
Air Report indicates that in 
Dutchess County, 4,456 chil-
dren and more than 25,000 
adults suffer from asthma. 
61% of residents are suscep-
tible to air pollution, includ-

ing 53,776 people under the 
age of 18.

The Dutchess County In-
cinerator is the number one 
industrial emitter of nitro-
gen oxides, sulfur dioxide, 
volatile organic compounds, 
mercury and other substances 
that trigger asthma. Mothers 
Out Front encourages a ze-
ro-waste management plan, 
which can reduce waste with-
out incineration and even cre-
ate jobs that would boost the 
regional economy.

“We have spent a lot of 
time over the past year or so, 
sort of talking to our neigh-
bors about their top priorities, 
and they tell us that climate, 
health and housing are their 
top priorities,” Beacon Time 
and Action Now co-founder 
Erin Ashoka said. “ I think 
that the incinerator is an im-
portant intersection for these 

priorities.”
Poughkeepsie is currently 

an Asthma Capital and in 
2023 was ranked number six 
in the United States as one of 
the most challenging places 
to live with asthma by the 
Asthma and Allergy Founda-
tion of America. 

So far the movement has 
received nearly 900 county 
residents and was brought 
to the Dutchess County Leg-
islature. Nine people made 
public comments during the 
Legislative meeting after the 
rally on Tuesday, Oct. 15. Af-
terwards, Will Truitt, Chair 
of the Dutchess County leg-
islature, invited Mothers Out 
Front to meet with him. 

“We look forward to this 
meeting,” Stratton-Gonzalez 
said, “And to the anticipated 
November release of the 2025 
County Budget.”
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Falls Village: Autumn delights
LIFESTYLE: LANS CHRISTENSEN

At The 
Movies

17 Cobble Rd.
Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-9851
noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Join us and have lots of fun while 
burning calories, improving your 
flexibility, coordination, and 
more in our Saturday Zumba 
class with certified Zumba 
instructor Placido Birriel. 
One-time registration is required.
Go to www.noblehorizons.org/
events or scan the QR code below.

ZUMBA!
Saturdays • 10-11AM

Community Room

Open for lunch  
starting August 22

Thursday - Saturday 11:30-2:30

192 Sharon Road, Lakeville, CT 06039
(860) 435-0578 | www.thewoodlandrestaurant.com

A  C o u n t r y  R e s t a u r a n tA  C o u n t r y  R e s t a u r a n t

PAR FOR THE CORKS 
AWCO CHARITY GOLF FUNDRAISER

Monday, October 28, 2024
Silo Ridge Field Club

Join the Amenia-Wassaic Community 
Organization for a golf scramble and a day 

of fun at Silo Ridge Field Club.

All event proceeds to benefi t 
the Amenia-Wassaic Community Organization 

and the local community.

To purchase tickets, go to
www.eventbrite.com/e/par-for-the-corks-awco-
charity-golf-fundraiser-tickets-1033851225847

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 1 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Now  
Showing

10/25, 26, 30, 31
7:00 pm

GOODRICH  - R
WE LIVE IN TIME - R

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 10/25 > THU 10/31 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

CONCLAVE

SCREAM 2

LEE

Sat. Oct. 26 @ 6:30 PM
Meet the Director

64 DAYS + Q&A
with NICK QUESTED

& RICHARD SCHLESINGER

WE LIVE IN TIME Sun. Oct 27 @ 1:30 PM
SOAR

Student Film Showcase

Tuesday, October 29 @ 7 PM - FREE

MOVIE TRIVIA NIGHT
Annual Halloween Costume Competition!

Thu. Oct 31 @ 7 PM
NOSFERATU
with RADIOHEAD
a Silents Synced Film

PHOTOS BY LANS CHRISTENSEN

Above, Bearett and Wesson O’Dell complete the corn maze 
at Falls Village Fall Fest, Oct. 19. Left, Best Overall Pie winner 
Eilleen Kinsella presents her award.

The spacious and 
inviting Falls Vil-
lage Recreational 

Center was site of the 
Fall Festival on Saturday, 
Oct. 19. 

A truly gorgeous day 
welcomed visitors to the 
afternoon gathering sur-
rounded by fall foliage. 
The Recreation Depart-
ment and David M. Hunt 
Library put together 
the festival and offered 
games, music, and food 
for all ages. 

Kids could paint 
pumpkins or, if they 
chose, could have their 
faces painted. Music was 
provided by John Stey 
and Rachel Gall, who 
laughingly said, “ I’m 
also known as the Falls 
Village Fiddler.”  

The premier draw was 
definitely the “Pie Con-
tests. Open to all, “baked 
from scratch” pies filled 
the judging table and 
there were 14 mouthwa-
tering entries. 

Apple and pumpkin 
were the majority of 
entries, with a strawber-
ry rhubarb in the mix as 
well. Four judges eagerly 

sampled the pies and 
made detailed notes on 
taste, originality, and 
presentation. 

Judge Denny Jacobs 
said he was “amazed at 
the variety and differenc-
es in just the apple pies” 
and added, “All the pies 
tasted great but there 
were a couple of out-
standing ones.”  

Results were tabulat-
ed and Emily Peterson, 
Falls Village Recreation 

Director announced the 
winners: Piper Peterson’s 
pumpkin pie took third, 
Tamara Polk’s pumpkin 
took second, and the 
grand prize went to 
Eileen Kinsella and her 

apple pie. 
The eager public was 

then offered a tasting 
and loved every entry 
and gave the “Peoples 
Choice” award to Katlyn 
Kinsella.

Above, Falls Village Recreation Director Emily Peterson cuts pies for 
eager guests and judges. Below, children paint pumpkins.

The North Canaan 
Pumpkin Fest 
occupied the ex-

panse of Lawrence Field 
with spectacular weath-
er on Saturday, Oct. 19.

While sporting a new 
name, North Canaan 
Events Committee Chair 
Jenn Crane assured that 
this year’s festival was a 
continuation of previous 
autumn celebrations 
organized by the Com-
mittee. It was the first 
year the event has been 
located at Lawrence 
Field, which Crane said 
was a welcomed change 
from the more restrictive 
sites of previous itera-
tions.

“This is really about 
collaboration,” Crane 
said, highlighting the 
many partnerships that 
enabled the festival to go 
forward. The Committee 
joined with many local 
nonprofits and business-
es to bring the action to 
Lawrence Field, in-
cluding the Housatonic 

Fall fun in 
North Canaan

LIFESTYLE: ALEC LINDEN

Valley FFA Chapter, the 
Scouts, Saint Martin of 
Tours church, The Music 
Lab, and the Cranford 
Club. Local farms also 
joined in, with Freund’s, 
Ford and Carlwood 
farms contributing to 
the festivities.

Vendor tents lined 
the field selling various 
crafts and trinkets, while 
activities for families 
included pumpkin 
painting, regular paint-
ing, face painting, kids 
karaoke and a petting 
zoo. The festival ran an 
emergency relief drive 
for communities in the 
Southeast impacted by 
Hurricane Helene, which 
was continued at town 
hall on Sunday.

The petting zoo was 
operated by the Housa-
tonic Valley FFA and 
included two alpacas 
and several pint-sized 
goats in a small pen. 
Chris Crane, president of 

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN

Can Can Carl, the scarecrow made out of 
recyclable materials, at Lawrence Field.

Continued on next page
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ADVERTISE IN COMPASS
To advertise your event under the Arts & 
Entertainment banner, call 860-435-9873 or  
email advertising@lakevillejournal.com...Pumpkin Fest Continued from previous page

WHDD AM 1020  
Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

Fall Festival Thank YouFall Festival Thank You
Thanks to all the organizations, churches, schools, and businesses who 
contributed to making the 67th Salisbury Fall Festival a huge success!
Visitors from near and far filled the town, enjoying the many activities 

and events, on a gorgeous autumn weekend.

Special thanks to our generous Sponsors!

RED MAPLE
Elyse Harney Real Estate
Hendricks Churchill
Ed Herrington’s, Inc.
Indian Mountain School
Interlaken Inn
LaBonne’s
Lakeville Community  

Conservation

The Lakeville Journal
NBT Bank
Noble Horizons
Salisbury Affordable  

Housing Commission
Salisbury Association 
Salisbury Handmade Group
Salisbury School

Salisbury Visiting  
Nurse Association

Shopper’s Guide
Town of Salisbury
Tri-State Chamber  

of Commerce
White Hart Inn
William Pitt/Sotheby’s

BLUE SPRUCE
151 Pressed Food Truck
9 Academy
All Saints of America Church
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the chapter at Housaton-
ic Valley Regional High 
School, said they’re “just 
trying to get outreach to 
the community” about 
opportunities with the 
FFA.

Other features includ-
ed Heather Matthews’ 
“mobile classroom and 
book bus,” where she 
gives away donated 
children’s books. Based 
in Sharon, it was her first 
time bringing the book 
bus to North Canaan, 
and the day had been 
fruitful. “My goal is to 
give away as many books 
as possible,” and she had 
donated several hundred 

at the festival, Matthews 
said.

Another popular 
booth was run by na-
tional art honor society 
students from Mount 
Everett Regional School, 

providing face painting, 
painting lessons, and 
even caricatures for 
participants. Some 25-30 
kids had stopped by, the 
students said, “and some 
adults too.” 
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Alpacas bask in the autumn sun at Pumpkin Fest.

SOAR student film to showcase at The Moviehouse
FILM: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

At 1:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, Oct. 27, 
The Moviehouse 

in Millerton will host 
the SOAR Student Film 
Showcase, featuring a 
spine-chilling lineup of 
Halloween and horror 
short films crafted by 
SOAR students. This free 
event offers a unique op-
portunity to experience 
the creativity and talent 
of young filmmakers 
from Salisbury Central 
School. Following the 
screenings, viewers are 

invited to stay for a Q&A 
session with the film-
makers.

SOAR, a commu-
nity-funded initiative, 
provides enrichment 
programs beyond the 
standard school curric-
ulum, ensuring equal 
access for all students.

“This is the second 
year of collaborating 
with The Moviehouse,” 
said SOAR’s executive 
director, Lauren Brown.  
“From brainstorming the 
concept to editing the 

final cut, this workshop 
gives children an oppor-
tunity to work alongside 
Hollywood directors, 
screenwriters, produc-
ers, and actors to learn 
what it takes to make a 
movie.” 

“This originally 
came about in the 
Spring of 2023 when 
SOAR reached out to 
us looking to collabo-
rate in some capacity,” 
explained The Movie-
house’s General Manag-
er, Jeremy Boviard.  With 

a background in horror 
films writer, director, 
and Moviehouse board 
member Tod “Kip” 
Williams pitched the 
idea of doing a class 
centered on creating 
horror shorts. Williams 
led the program last Fall. 
“I came in to help about 
halfway through and 
had a lot of fun getting 
involved,” said Boviard. 
“This session I’ve essen-
tially led the class, with 
involvement from Kip, 
his wife Gretchen Mol 
(also a board member), 
their son Ptolemy, other 
Moviehouse staff (Tom 

Cloutier and Kevin Pa-
krad), and local filmmak-
er Keith Boynton.” Many 
students returned for the 
second year of the class 
and have been able to 
build on their previous 
experience. “Working 
with each student to 
craft their stories and 
support their vision 
throughout the filmmak-
ing process has been a 
lesson for all involved in 

adaptability and using 
the resources available 
to the best of your abili-
ty,” Boviard said. 

No tickets are re-
quired—just come, 
enjoy, and be ready for 
a frightful afternoon. 
Please note the horror 
theme when considering 
younger children. Don’t 
miss this chance to sup-
port local youth in their 
creative pursuits.

PHOTO PROVIDED

SOAR, a community-funded organization providing enrichment programs to students of Salisbury Central School, will takeover The Moviehouse Oct. 27.
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The festive spirit is set 
to come alive at Hillsdale 
Hamlet Park on Satur-
day, Oct. 26, with Kids-
dale: Halloween Monster 
Mash Edition. This free, 
family-friendly event will 
take place from 2:30 to 
5:15 p.m., offering live 
music, games, Halloween 
costumes, prizes, and 
a variety of food and 
beverages. The rain date 
is scheduled for Sunday, 
Oct. 27, at the same time.

Attendees can enjoy 
tunes from Count Slinku-
la and his Muhmys, savor 
fresh cider from Little 
Apple Cidery, and grab a 
bite from the Half Moon 
Pizza Truck. Local mer-
chants will also join the 
celebration with a Pump-
kin Festival, featuring 
face painting, giveaways, 
and in-store contests 
throughout the day. Cos-
tumes are encouraged 
for children, adults, and 
even pets, as they join in 
the Halloween fun.

The day will wrap up 
with the Hillsdale Fire 
Company #1’s annual 
children’s hayride at 
5:30 p.m., followed by a 
Halloween party at the 
firehouse, located at 
9387 State Route 22.

Kidsdale Halloween Monster Mash

Sponsored by the 
Hillsdale Hamlet Com-
mittee, Kidsdale aims 
to bring the community 
together while gathering 
feedback on enhanc-
ing Hamlet Park. “Our 
Hamlet Park is a vital but 
underused asset,” said 
Shannon Bell, chair of 
the Hamlet Committee. 
“Our goal is for Kidsdale 
to be just one of many 
events that bring people 

to the park throughout 
the year.”

“This Halloween edi-
tion of Kidsdale is going 
to be great fun with cos-
tumes, candy, live music, 
and the community,” 
added Hillsdale town 
board member Joanna 
Virello.

For more information 
and to fill out the Hamlet 
Park survey, visit hills-
daleny.com

Former president 
Donald J. Trump’s 
October 2024 call 

to revoke the broad-
cast license of CBS for 
election interference put 
the spotlight (perhaps 
just for a hot second) on 
another place it belongs 
in American culture: 
our government policy 
toward media and the 
technology overrunning 
our lives.  

“TAKE AWAY THE 
CBS LICENSE. Elec-
tion Interference.,” the 
ex-President posted, ev-
idence-free, on his own 
platform, Truth Social.  

“An UNPRECEDENT-
ED SCANDAL!!!” 

“[T]he Greatest Fraud 
in Broadcast History.”

At the end of the 19th 
century, the Lumière 
brothers premiered 
the first moving image 
film in Paris and Thom-
as Edison figured out 
electricity, the light bulb, 
and the phonograph.  
Advance the clock 130 
years and toss in the 
advent of computational 
power and you get the 
technology steering our 
present moment: one 
where Alphabet (the par-
ent company of Google), 
Amazon, Apple, Meta 
(Facebook), and Micro-
soft have a combined 
market capitalization of 
$10 trillion but hardly 
any regulations over how 
they control our society.

Author Frank Mc-
Court knows.  A bil-
lionaire investor turned 
philanthropist and au-
thor, McCourt presents 
us with details about 

how our information 
system has failed us, but 
brings with them a game 
plan for urgent reform – 
what he calls, rightfully 
and with no exaggera-
tion, “a once-in-a-civili-
zation opportunity.” 

We’ve become en-
thralled to our digital 
overlords, McCourt (and 
his co-author William J. 
Casey) tell us, each of us 
the digital equivalent of a 
feudal serf working land 
we don’t own.  

When Amazon Web 
Services, for example, 
hosts a third of all web-
sites; Google (with its 4+ 
billion users!) dominates 
search, email, video 
hosting, GPS services, 
document sharing, and 
smartphone software; 
Facebook collects 50,000 
data points on each user; 
and Amazon and Face-
book together take in 
“fully half ” of all online 
advertising dollars, we’ve 
let our modern Rockefel-
lers and Carnegies rule 
the roost.  

"Our Biggest Fight" 
explains how these com-
panies and the Internet 
as a whole have “evolved 
away” from earlier ideals 
into a system that is 
choking us.  Inspired 
by Thomas Paine and 
his pamphlet Common 
Sense and the trust-bust-
ing of Teddy Roosevelt, 
McCourt presents plans 
for the “NewNet” and 
what he calls Project 
Liberty at www.project-
liberty.io/

We need to “rear-
chitect” our media and 
technology ecosystem, 

McCourt says, with 
deeper and systematic 
consideration of data 
storage and portability 
and ownership, cyber-
security, and digital 
property rights.  And it’s 
not just about the mon-
ey.  People and machines 
are now sliding “an array 
of racist, misogynist, 
judgmental, bullying, 
reductionist, untruthful 
content into our increas-
ingly toxic online envi-
ronments.” 

He’s right.  
And how about the 

math?  In 2022 we each 
spent 151 minutes a day 
on social media.  If you 
figure five billion people 
are online, and add up all 
the days in a year, that’s 
a lot of time that these 
companies have “sucked 
out of our lives” and 
“converted into advertis-
ing dollars.”  

“We have a serious, 
global addition prob-
lem,” McCourt writes.  “A 
public health threat that 
overshadows even the 
recent global pandemic.”  
“Society is shaped by 
information,” McCourt 
tells us.  Letting every-
thing get away from us 
may turn out to be “one 
of the greatest mistakes 
human civilization has 
ever made.”  

Frank McCourt one of 
the few who can see the 
symptoms of crisis today, 
diagnose it, and propose 
and help administer 
treatment.  Those inter-
ested in building a new 
“social contract” for the 
Internet age should dive 
into his plan of action to-

day.  And now’s the time, 
before others with other 
plans, or concepts of 
plans, start taking away 
our broadcast licenses 
and more – by force.

* Peter B. Kaufman 
works at MIT.  His new 
book, The Moving Image: 
A User’s Manual, comes 
out in February.  

Examining 'dignity in the digital age'
BOOKS: PETER B. KAUFMAN PH
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By Ira Buch

The Hotchkiss School 
will kick off its 2024-2025 
Philharmonic season on 
Saturday, Nov. 2, with 
a special performance 
headlined by inter-
nationally acclaimed 
violinist Siqing Lu. The 
concert will start at 7 
p.m. and will run till 8:30 
p.m. in the Katherine M. 
Elfers Hall.

The Hotchkiss Phil-
harmonic was estab-
lished in 2018 by Barbara 
Walsh Hostetter (class 
of ‘77) and Amos Hostet-
ter to provide gifted 
young musicians with an 
opportunity to perform 
alongside successful pro-
fessionals. The concerts 
remain free and open 
to all community mem-
bers—no registration 
required.

The November Phil-
harmonic will be marked 
by a solo from influen-

Hotchkiss Philharmonic returns Nov. 2

tial Chinese violinist 
Siqing Lu. With over five 
decades of experience, 
Lu made history in 1987 
as the first Asian violinist 
to win the prestigious 
International Paganini 
Violin Competition. 
He has since served as 
the first Chinese solo-
ist-in-residence with the 
Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra in 2019-2020 
and has been a judge for 
numerous prestigious 
musical competitions. 
He is currently the 
Artistic Director of both 
the National Center for 
the Performing Arts May 
Festival in Beijing and 
the Siqing Lu Shenzhen 
Futian International 
String Festival.

At Hotchkiss, Lu will 
perform Max Bruch’s 
Violin Concerto No. 1 – 
one of the most popular 
violin concertos in solo 
violin repertoire.

Complementing Lu’s 

performance, Fabio 
Wirkowski, a head of 
the Hotchkiss visual and 
performing arts depart-
ment and a founder of 
The Hotchkiss Philhar-
monic Orchestra, will 
conduct Tchaikovsky’s 
Romeo and Juliet and 
Mascagni’s Intermezzo 
from Cavalleria Rusti-
cana, an Italian one act 
opera.

Hotchkiss student 
musicians, 22 in total, 
who are a part of the or-
chestra will play the two 
pieces along with local 
musical professionals 
and teachers.

The next performance 
as a part of the Philhar-
monic season will be 
orchestrated on April 
3, 2025. The upcoming 
concert on Nov. 2 will 
mark the beginning of a 
season rich in musical 
excellence and inspiring 
performances at Hotch-
kiss.
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The festive spirit is set 
to come alive at Hillsdale 
Hamlet Park on Satur-
day, Oct. 26, with Kids-
dale: Halloween Monster 
Mash Edition. This free, 
family-friendly event will 
take place from 2:30 to 
5:15 p.m., offering live 
music, games, Halloween 
costumes, prizes, and 
a variety of food and 
beverages. The rain date 
is scheduled for Sunday, 
Oct. 27, at the same time.

Attendees can enjoy 
tunes from Count Slinku-
la and his Muhmys, savor 
fresh cider from Little 
Apple Cidery, and grab a 
bite from the Half Moon 
Pizza Truck. Local mer-
chants will also join the 
celebration with a Pump-
kin Festival, featuring 
face painting, giveaways, 
and in-store contests 
throughout the day. Cos-
tumes are encouraged 
for children, adults, and 
even pets, as they join in 
the Halloween fun.

The day will wrap up 
with the Hillsdale Fire 
Company #1’s annual 
children’s hayride at 
5:30 p.m., followed by a 
Halloween party at the 
firehouse, located at 
9387 State Route 22.

Kidsdale Halloween Monster Mash

Sponsored by the 
Hillsdale Hamlet Com-
mittee, Kidsdale aims 
to bring the community 
together while gathering 
feedback on enhanc-
ing Hamlet Park. “Our 
Hamlet Park is a vital but 
underused asset,” said 
Shannon Bell, chair of 
the Hamlet Committee. 
“Our goal is for Kidsdale 
to be just one of many 
events that bring people 

to the park throughout 
the year.”

“This Halloween edi-
tion of Kidsdale is going 
to be great fun with cos-
tumes, candy, live music, 
and the community,” 
added Hillsdale town 
board member Joanna 
Virello.

For more information 
and to fill out the Hamlet 
Park survey, visit hills-
daleny.com

Former president 
Donald J. Trump’s 
October 2024 call 

to revoke the broad-
cast license of CBS for 
election interference put 
the spotlight (perhaps 
just for a hot second) on 
another place it belongs 
in American culture: 
our government policy 
toward media and the 
technology overrunning 
our lives.  

“TAKE AWAY THE 
CBS LICENSE. Elec-
tion Interference.,” the 
ex-President posted, ev-
idence-free, on his own 
platform, Truth Social.  
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“[T]he Greatest Fraud 
in Broadcast History.”
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present moment: one 
where Alphabet (the par-
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Amazon, Apple, Meta 
(Facebook), and Micro-
soft have a combined 
market capitalization of 
$10 trillion but hardly 
any regulations over how 
they control our society.

Author Frank Mc-
Court knows.  A bil-
lionaire investor turned 
philanthropist and au-
thor, McCourt presents 
us with details about 

how our information 
system has failed us, but 
brings with them a game 
plan for urgent reform – 
what he calls, rightfully 
and with no exaggera-
tion, “a once-in-a-civili-
zation opportunity.” 

We’ve become en-
thralled to our digital 
overlords, McCourt (and 
his co-author William J. 
Casey) tell us, each of us 
the digital equivalent of a 
feudal serf working land 
we don’t own.  

When Amazon Web 
Services, for example, 
hosts a third of all web-
sites; Google (with its 4+ 
billion users!) dominates 
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document sharing, and 
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Facebook collects 50,000 
data points on each user; 
and Amazon and Face-
book together take in 
“fully half ” of all online 
advertising dollars, we’ve 
let our modern Rockefel-
lers and Carnegies rule 
the roost.  

"Our Biggest Fight" 
explains how these com-
panies and the Internet 
as a whole have “evolved 
away” from earlier ideals 
into a system that is 
choking us.  Inspired 
by Thomas Paine and 
his pamphlet Common 
Sense and the trust-bust-
ing of Teddy Roosevelt, 
McCourt presents plans 
for the “NewNet” and 
what he calls Project 
Liberty at www.project-
liberty.io/

We need to “rear-
chitect” our media and 
technology ecosystem, 

McCourt says, with 
deeper and systematic 
consideration of data 
storage and portability 
and ownership, cyber-
security, and digital 
property rights.  And it’s 
not just about the mon-
ey.  People and machines 
are now sliding “an array 
of racist, misogynist, 
judgmental, bullying, 
reductionist, untruthful 
content into our increas-
ingly toxic online envi-
ronments.” 

He’s right.  
And how about the 

math?  In 2022 we each 
spent 151 minutes a day 
on social media.  If you 
figure five billion people 
are online, and add up all 
the days in a year, that’s 
a lot of time that these 
companies have “sucked 
out of our lives” and 
“converted into advertis-
ing dollars.”  

“We have a serious, 
global addition prob-
lem,” McCourt writes.  “A 
public health threat that 
overshadows even the 
recent global pandemic.”  
“Society is shaped by 
information,” McCourt 
tells us.  Letting every-
thing get away from us 
may turn out to be “one 
of the greatest mistakes 
human civilization has 
ever made.”  

Frank McCourt one of 
the few who can see the 
symptoms of crisis today, 
diagnose it, and propose 
and help administer 
treatment.  Those inter-
ested in building a new 
“social contract” for the 
Internet age should dive 
into his plan of action to-

day.  And now’s the time, 
before others with other 
plans, or concepts of 
plans, start taking away 
our broadcast licenses 
and more – by force.

* Peter B. Kaufman 
works at MIT.  His new 
book, The Moving Image: 
A User’s Manual, comes 
out in February.  
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The Hotchkiss School 
will kick off its 2024-2025 
Philharmonic season on 
Saturday, Nov. 2, with 
a special performance 
headlined by inter-
nationally acclaimed 
violinist Siqing Lu. The 
concert will start at 7 
p.m. and will run till 8:30 
p.m. in the Katherine M. 
Elfers Hall.

The Hotchkiss Phil-
harmonic was estab-
lished in 2018 by Barbara 
Walsh Hostetter (class 
of ‘77) and Amos Hostet-
ter to provide gifted 
young musicians with an 
opportunity to perform 
alongside successful pro-
fessionals. The concerts 
remain free and open 
to all community mem-
bers—no registration 
required.

The November Phil-
harmonic will be marked 
by a solo from influen-

Hotchkiss Philharmonic returns Nov. 2

tial Chinese violinist 
Siqing Lu. With over five 
decades of experience, 
Lu made history in 1987 
as the first Asian violinist 
to win the prestigious 
International Paganini 
Violin Competition. 
He has since served as 
the first Chinese solo-
ist-in-residence with the 
Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra in 2019-2020 
and has been a judge for 
numerous prestigious 
musical competitions. 
He is currently the 
Artistic Director of both 
the National Center for 
the Performing Arts May 
Festival in Beijing and 
the Siqing Lu Shenzhen 
Futian International 
String Festival.

At Hotchkiss, Lu will 
perform Max Bruch’s 
Violin Concerto No. 1 – 
one of the most popular 
violin concertos in solo 
violin repertoire.

Complementing Lu’s 

performance, Fabio 
Wirkowski, a head of 
the Hotchkiss visual and 
performing arts depart-
ment and a founder of 
The Hotchkiss Philhar-
monic Orchestra, will 
conduct Tchaikovsky’s 
Romeo and Juliet and 
Mascagni’s Intermezzo 
from Cavalleria Rusti-
cana, an Italian one act 
opera.

Hotchkiss student 
musicians, 22 in total, 
who are a part of the or-
chestra will play the two 
pieces along with local 
musical professionals 
and teachers.

The next performance 
as a part of the Philhar-
monic season will be 
orchestrated on April 
3, 2025. The upcoming 
concert on Nov. 2 will 
mark the beginning of a 
season rich in musical 
excellence and inspiring 
performances at Hotch-
kiss.
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jewelers, gemologists, appraisers

— Five Generat ions of Expertise —

With a global network of  clients McTeigue & Co. is able to pay highly 
competitive prices for your diamonds and precious jewelry. If  you have pieces that 

you are considering selling please contact us to arrange for a consultation. 

— By Appointment Only  —

413-449-5275  •  mctandco.com  •  great barrington

BUYING GOLD, DIAMONDS
& ESTATE JEWELRY

est. 1895

EXPERT EVALUATIONS WHILE YOU WAIT  •  COMPETITIVE PRICES

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT  •  NO COST OR OBLIGATION

Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. “60 Minutes” network
 4. Train line
 10. Go quickly
 11. Straightforward
 12. Canadian province
 14. At any rate (abbr.)
 15. Genealogy
 16. Make changes
 18. Utter repeatedly
 22. In a way, turned up
 23. Type of ship
 24. Agents of one’s 

downfall
 26. Not out
 27. Something to scratch
 28. Round water pot
 30. Refreshing green 

fruit (slang)
 31. Promotions
 34. Primordial matters
 36. One-time world 

power (abbr.)
 37. Source of 

illumination
 39. � e content of 

cognition
 40. An Arab ruler
 41. South Dakota
 42. Gnawed at with teeth
 48. Hawaiian island
 50. Smaller
 51. Of a single person
 52. Rigid bracelet
 53. Barbary sheep (Fr.)
 54. Not even
 55. Speci� c gravity
 56. Engage in petty 

bargaining
 58. Boxing’s “GOAT”
 59. Split between parties
 60. Notable o� ensive

CLUES DOWN
 1. A place to lounge
 2. Skewed views
 3. Peacefully
 4. Commercial
 5. Auxiliary forces
 6. Large mollusk
 7. Take out again
 8. Sharp and forthright
 9. Knight (chess)
 12. Source of � ber

 13. Flesh covering some 
birds’ beaks

 17. Energy
 19. Night monkeys genus
 20. Small, sharp nails
 21. Pleasant-smelling 

liquid
 25. A�  rms one’s hold
 29. CNN’s founder
 31. Texans can’t forget it
 32. “Oppenheimer” actor 

Matt
 33. Expression
 35. Vessel
 38. Lacking poetic beauty
 41. Tall, swi�  and slender 

dog
 43. Sports personality 

Michelle
 44. Robber

Oct. 17 Solution

Oct. 17 Solution

Sudoku

 45. Lique� ed natural 
gas

 46. Snakelike � shes
 47. � e most worthless 

part of something
 49. City in Crimea
 56. Bad grades
 57. Reichsmark

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

TRI-CORNER CALENDAR
Items are printed as space permits. Submit calendar items to editor@lakevillejournal.com

 OCTOBER 25
Salisbury Forum 

Presents “The News 
on Trial” with David D. 
Kirkpatrick
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School, Falls Village, 
Conn.

The Salisbury Forum 
will present “The News 
on Trial,” a talk with 
“The New Yorker” writer 
David D. Kirkpatrick, on 
Friday, Oct. 25, at 7:30 
p.m. at Housatonic Valley 
Regional High School 
in Falls Village, Conn. 
Admission is free. David 
Kirkpatrick is returning 
to the Salisbury Forum 
after hosting popular 
talks in the past.

CCS Walkathon
Cream Hill Road and Cogswell 
Road, Cornwall, Conn.

Cornwall Consolidated 
School's 20th Walk-A-
Thon will be Friday, Oct. 
25. The walk will begin at 
1 p.m. at the intersection 
of Cream Hill/Cherry Hill 
& Cogswell Road. The 
event raises money for 
school programming.

 OCTOBER 26
Apple 'n' Things Fair

Falls Village Congregational 
Church, 16 Beebe Hill Rd. Falls 
Village, Conn.

The Apples 'n' Things Fair 
at the Congregational 
Church in Falls Village 
will take place on Oct. 
26 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
There will be a hot lunch 
of chili, cornbread and 
apple crisp served, $8 
adult/$4 child, apple 
pies and other bake sale 
goodies for sale, with an 
autumn sale item table 
and hayrides.

Chocolate Making 
Workshop with Flora 
Lazar
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

On Oct. 26 from 2:30 
to 4:30 p.m., make 
chocolate with chef Flora 
Lazar.

Register: scovillelibrary.
libcal.com/
event/13189296

Norfolk Lion's Club 
Lasagna Dinner
Botelle Cafeteria, 128 
Greenwoods Rd E, Norfolk 
Historic District, Conn.

There will be a Family 
and Friends Lasagna 
Dinner on Oct. 26 from 
5 to 7:30 p.m. Come 
and enjoy an evening 
of hearty food, fun, and 
friendship together. 
$10 adults - $6 children 
under 10. Take out 
available. 860-866-7923 
for info and tickets.

Kidsdale: Halloween 
Monster Mash
Hillsdale Hamlet Park, 
Hillsdale, N.Y.

Kidsdale: Halloween 
Monster Mash returns to 
Hillsdale on Sat., Oct. 26, 
with live music, games, 
costumes, and food 
from 2:30 to 5:15 p.m. at 
Hillsdale Hamlet Park. 
Rain date is Sun., Oct. 
27. Enjoy music, kids' 
activities, and treats, 
including food from the 
Half Moon Pizza Truck 
and cider from Little 
Apple Cidery. At 5:30, the 
Hillsdale Fire Company 
hosts a children’s hayride 
and party. Sponsored 
by the Hillsdale Hamlet 
Committee, the event 
includes a survey to 
improve Hamlet Park.

Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.
Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.

Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 
Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

1. Structured written argument

2. Hot water vapor

4. Train ticket prices

5. Autumn garden tools

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

3. Beam of focused light

B            L            A          C           K

T            O           N           I            C

P             R           I            C           E

C            R            I            M          P

C            R            I             S          P

Old School: Visions of 
Local History and 
Personal Pasts
Sharon Historical Society and 
Museum, 18 Main St., Sharon, 
Conn.

On Oct. 26 from 5 to 
7 p.m. at the Sharon 
Historical Society and 
Museum, come see 
an exhibition by The 
Beard Collective (Theo 
Coulombe & Katro 
Storm), which explores 
how personal and local 
histories blend into 
a creative dialogue. 
Join us for the opening 
reception!

Story Time
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

Visit David M. Hunt 
Library for a musical 
story time with local 
author Gabriele Davis 
on Saturday, Oct. 26 at 
10:30 a.m. Davis will 
read from her new book, 
"Our Joyful Noise," before 
teaching guests how to 
make maracas to create a 
joyful noise.

Community Conversation: 
Are Heat Pumps Right 
for Me?
Millerton Library Annex, 
NorthEast-Millerton Library, 
75 Main St., Millerton, N.Y. 
nemillertonlibrary.org

On Saturday, Oct. 26 
at 3 p.m. Compare 
systems, learn about 
$$$ incentives, meet 

installers and advisors.

Hosted by Climate Smart 
Millerton and NorthEast-
Millerton Library

Community Health Day
Sharon Hospital, 50 Hospital 
Hill Rd., Sharon, Conn.

Sharon Hospital and its 
staff will play host to a 
Community Health Day 
on Oct. 26 from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. The event will 
take place in Sharon 
Hospital's rear parking 
lot behind the hospital 
near surgical services. 
The day is intended to 
bring together local 
families and children 
of all ages to meet and 
interact with staff and 
physicians of the hospital 
while enjoying a few 
seasonal treats and 
activities.

Fall Craft & Vendor Sale
Amenia Fire House, Mechanic 
St., Amenia, N.Y.

On Oct. 26, from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. fall into the 
holiday season with our 
Fall Craft & Vendor Sale. 
Located at the Amenia 
Fire House. Contact 
Stacie for a table 845-
421-4953 $25.00 per 
table. (This will take 
place of our regular 
December craft fair.)

 OCTOBER 27
Film Screening

Cornwall Library, 30 
Pine St., Cornwall, Conn. 
cornwalllibrary.org

Kinetic sculptor Tim 

Prentice looks back 
on his career and the 
influences that shaped 
him in the film "The 
Air Made Visible." A 
screening will play at 
Cornwall Library Oct. 
27 at 2 p.m. on Zoom. 
In-person seating is full. 
Registration is required 
for the Zoom event at 
cornwalllibrary.org

Apple Cooking & Baking 
Contest
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

Enter your best apple 
dish for a chance to win!

Drop-off: 1 to 3 p.m.; 
Judging: 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

 OCTOBER 28
Par for the Corks

Silo Ridge Field Club, 4651 
NY-22, Amenia, N.Y.

Join the Amenia-
Wassaic Community 
Organization for a golf 
scramble and a day of 
fun at Silo Ridge Field 
Club. All event proceeds 
to benefit the Amenia-
Wassaic Community 
Organization and the 
local community. 

 OCTOBER 29
Salisbury READS: North 

Woods Discussion
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

Another chance to 
discuss North Woods. 
This event is from 2:30 to 
4 p.m. on Oct. 29.

Wickers Creek Band at 
the Copake Grange
Copake Grange, 628 Empire 
Road, Copake, N.Y.

Oct. 29 from 7 to 9 p.m. 
The Wickers Creek Band 
performs an eclectic mix 
of traditional American 
music, primarily in the 
Bluegrass tradition. 
The five-person group 
sings in close harmonies 
backed up by fiddle, 
banjo, mandolin, 
guitar and bass. The 
band's repertoire 
includes classic and 
contemporary Bluegrass, 
country and Appalachian 
music, with a dollop of 
French Canadian, Celtic 
and New England dance 
tunes thrown in for good 
measure.

(wickerscreekband.com)  
$20 at the door or pay 
what you can.

MOVIE TRIVIA NIGHT: 
Annual Costume 
Competition!
The Moviehouse, 48 Main St., 
Millerton, N.Y.

The Moviehouse is 
hosting a movie trivia 
night on Oct. 29 at 7 p.m.

FREE - No ticket or 
advance registration 
required.

Play solo or get a team 
together of up to 4 
people. Come early & 
snag your spot. Space 
will be filled on a first-
come, first-served basis. 
There will be a prize for 
the most imaginative 
costume.
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OUR TOWNS

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

Real Estate
Email ads to classified@lakevillejournal.com

To view all the news and Classifieds from The Lakeville Journal and 
The Millerton News each week, go to our websites at 

lakevillejournal.com and millertonnews.com

HELP WANTED
RECEPTIONIST: for well 

established general dental 
practice in Sharon Con-
necticut. Flexible hours and 
competitive pay. For pleas-
ant hard-working appli-
cants please. C all 860-364-
0200 or respond to office@ 
drnweeia.org.

STANFORD REFRIGERA-
TION LLC IS LOOKING TO 
URGENTLY HIRE: a serious 
and experienced individual 
for refrigeration repairs and 
service. Experience in the 
refrigeration repair field 
is required. Experience 
with electrical wiring is 
preferred. This position is 
Full Time, Monday-Friday, 
8:00 a.m-4:30 p.m. with 
every other weekend on 
call (Overtime Paid On 
Weekends). Health Benefits, 
Paid Time off and Retire-
ment account are available 
after a 90 days probation 
period. Major Holidays Off. 
Candidate must possess: A 
Valid Drivers License and 
Clean Driving Record. A 
Clean Background. Reliable 
transportation to and from 
work. A Positive Attitude 
and willingness to be part 
of a team. Ability to Lift 
50 lbs. Experience in the 
Refrigeration/HVAC Field. 
Call 845-868-2272.

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF SHARON AS-

SESSOR’S ASSISTANT:The 
Town of Sharon is accept-
ing applications for an 
Assessor’s Assistant. A job 
description and application 
may be obtained at the 
Selectmen’s Office, 63 Main 
Street, Sharon, CT 06069 
weekdays from 9AM to 
12 Noon and 1PM to 4PM: 
phone 860-364-5789 or on 
the Town of Sharon website 
sharonct.gov. This is a part-
time position, 10-12 hours 
per week. Applications and 
resumes must be received 
by October 31, 2024, by 
4:00PM. Mail to Town of 
Sharon P.O. Box 385, Sha-
ron, CT 06069 or deliver by 
hand. The Town of Sharon 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 
House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212. 

SERVICES 
OFFERED

CARPENTER AND TILE SET-
TER: now offering handy-
man services. Over 35 years 
experience. 413-229-0260 
or email at tylerhomeprop@
yahoo.com.

CARPENTER, BUILDER DA-
VID VALYOU: Old homes 
and barns my specialty. 
All types of renovations, 
repairs, design and main-
tenance. 20 + years serving 
NY MA CT. Licensed and 
insured. Based in Canaan 
CT. Call or text 917-538-
1617. email davidvalyou@
yahoo.com.

LAMP REPAIR AND REWIR-
ING: Serving the Northwest 
Corner. 413-717-2494.

LEBEAU APPRAISAL SER-
VICE: has provided apprais-
als since 1973 for; Furniture, 
Ceramics, Silver, Weapons. 
Contact 413-229- 3445 voice 
& text.

SNOW PLOWING: Be Ready! 
Local. Sharon/Millerton/ 
Lakeville area. Call 518-
567-8277.

FREE!
FREE TO GOOD HOME: 

1950s Wurlitzer piano with 
bench. Small corner Bombay 
style cabinet $50 O.B.O. Text 
518-821-2769 for picture if 
interested

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale or 
rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

The property below is a brand new LAKEVILLE-located listing, very private,  
easy to live in and maintain, and has lovely sunny views to the South and West. 

A beautifully built, and wonderfully engineered, home of 3200 sq. ft, set on a knoll with stunning views, South and West.  High 
ceilings in the living and dining areas, combined with large windows and skylight allowing light to ‘flood’ its interior year round, 
there are 3 bedrooms, 3+ baths, an ‘office’, and a huge basement offering an optional area for entertainment, from a sports room 
area to a theatre. 5+ acres surrounds the home, and has room for  swimming pool if desired. Offered at $2,995,000

 7+ acres building lot with a 5+ acre BOG, full of nature. Flat, and lightly wooded.  
Requires current perc test be done prior to building. Underground electric installed. $110,000

LOVELY VIEWS IN LAKEVILLE

Affordable homes remain available 

in Amenia despite extreme stratification

By CHRISTINE BATES

Special to the Millerton News

AMENIA —  September 
was a busy month in Amenia 
with 11 recorded transfers of 
residential, commercial and 
land parcels. Seven of these 
sales were in the affordable 
range under $350,000 while 
the remaining four, two hous-
es and two building lots at Silo 
Ridge, were over $2 million 
with nothing in between.

 Looking at the two most 
expensive homes sold high-
lights the disparity in price 
which perplexes many buyers, 
sellers and real estate profes-
sionals. A stately home on 
Smithfield Road in the de-
sirable Shekomeko area of 
Amenia on 28.7 acres sold 
for $3.675 million, almost 
half the price of a similarly 
sized home in Silo Ridge 
on Wood Duck Road on .74 
acres which sold for $7 mil-
lion. Both properties sold for 
over their assessed values — 
Smithfield for 55% more, and 
Wood Duck for 24% over as-
sessed value. 

In mid-October, 21 single 

family homes were listed for 
sale with 11 under $500,000 
and the most expensive at $20 
million, according to OneKey 
MLS.

34 Glen Ave. — mobile 
home on .43 acres old for 
$98,900.

5327 Route 44 — small 
commercial building on .04 
acres sold for $150,000.

1 Prospect Ave. — 3 bed-
room/1 bath single fam-
ily home on .6 acres sold for 

$223,300.
38 Glen Ave. — 3 bed-

room/ 1 bath home on 1 acre 
sold for $230,000.

78 Old North Road — 2 
bedroom/1.5 bath home on 
.64 acres sold for $320,000.

23 Yellow City Road — 3 
bedroom/2 bath raised ranch 
sold for $335,540, the medi-
an price in September of all 
properties transferred.

53 Perry’s Corner Road — 
3 bedroom/1 bath home sold 

for $349,900.
Redtail Pass (*658785) — 

.73 acre building lot at Silo 
Ridge sold for $2.19 million.

Ridgeline Road (*733429) 
— 1.54 acre building lot at Silo 
Ridge sold for $2.8 million.

20-22 Smithfield Road — 
5 bedroom/4.5 bath home 
on 28.7 acres sold for $3.675 
million.

232 Wood Duck Road — 4 
bedroom/5 full bath/ 2 half 
bath home at Silo Ridge on 
.74 acres sold for $7 million.

* Town of Amenia real es-
tate sales recorded between 
September 1, 2024, and Sep-
tember 30, 2024 sourced 
from Dutchess County Real 
Property Tax Service Agency. 
Information on active listings 
taken from First Key MLS. 
Parcel numbers refer to par-
cel designation by Dutchess 
County and may be accessed 
on Dutchess Parcel Access.  
Only transfers with consid-
eration are included. Com-
piled by Christine Bates, Real 
Estate Advisor with William 
Pitt Sotheby’s International 
Realty, Licensed in CT and 
NY.

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

This bungalow style home built in 1920 at 78 Old North 

Road sold for $320,000 with two bedrooms and 1.5 baths. 

Situated on .64 acres it has a generous front and back 

yard.

By DEBRA A. ALEKSINAS

Special to The Millerton News

Lucian is one lucky black 
cat. The emerald-eyed feline 
has been living in the lap of 
luxury since being rescued 
from the streets of Albany 
nine years ago by the Pecha 
family of Falls Village.

Today Lucian lives in Li-
tchfield with his owner, Da-
vid Pecha, where he spends 
his days cat-napping, bird-
watching, attention-seeking 
and occasionally cajoling with 
a neighborhood fox.

Unlike Lucian, not all black 
cats end up in forever homes. 
According to regional animal 
rescue groups, black pets in 
general, and black cats in par-
ticular, are often shunned by 
prospective adopters.

Enter National Black Cat 
Day 2024, which falls on 
Oct. 27 this year. The annual 
awareness day is designed 
to support and promote the 
beauty and well-being of 
black cats and to dispel myths 
and superstitions that have 
haunted them for centuries, 
particularly around Hallow-
een.

The day plays a vital role 
in advocating for welfare and 
adoption of black cats.

Shunned — no fault 
of their own

“I’ve had someone come 
up to me and say they would 
take anything but black,” said 
Beverly Ditto of Collabora-
tive Cats, a feline foster home-
based rescue organization 
serving Southern Columbia 
and Northern Dutchess coun-
ties of New York. “There are 
black cat lovers, but that is 
rare.”

Ditto, who has owned sev-
eral black cats, said she has 
found them to be among the 
“sweetest and most lovable” 
of felines, second to orange 
cats, and not deserving of be-
ing feared. 

 She attributes their lack 
of popularity to long-held su-
perstitions about them being 
harbingers of bad luck or that 
they are evil doers associated 
with Satanic rituals. Black cats 
also blend in with shadows, 
giving them a spooky appear-
ance.

Because superstitions 

Tale of woe:  Black cats undeservedly shunned 

and stigmatized, regional rescue groups report

about black cats are rein-
forced around Halloween, it 
is common for shelters to put 
adoptions on hold. Accord-
ing to the Smithsonian, some 
adoption agencies and shel-
ters won’t even consider plac-
ing black cats in homes until 
after Halloween for fear they 
will be tortured or sacrificed. 

“All the shelters gener-
ally are very nervous about 
adopting out before Hallow-
een,” said Ditto. “There are 
people out there to be known 
to harm black cats. I haven’t 
encountered that, but it has 
been a big worry amongst the 
rescues.”

Currently, Collaborative 
Cats, which takes in stray, 
abandoned, injured and 
homeless felines, has several 
black kittens available for 
adoption, including Roary, 
Jacques and Lucifer, all de-
scribed as sweet and playful. 

The organization, which 
is not a shelter, said Ditto, is 
constantly seeking new foster 
homes for its approximately 
100 felines.

Raven and Bagheera
At The Little Guild in West 

Cornwall, two black cats, Ra-
ven and Bagheera, arrived at 
the shelter in August and are 
awaiting adoption. Both are 
about a year old and have the 
sweetest dispositions, said the 
shelter’s executive director 
Jenny Langendoerfer.

“It is interesting that peo-
ple do like to see unique color-
ings and markings,” she noted. 
“But the one thing about black 
cats is that they make the most 
wonderful pets.”

 Langendoerfer described 
Bagheera, a sturdy, green-
eyed young male, as a “mini 

panther, very silly and very 
sweet,” and 1-year-old Raven 
as very playful.

Lauren Mucha, one of the 
caregivers at The Last Post cat 
sanctuary and cat retirement 
home in Falls Village. Conn.,  
where 124 cats reside, said 
about 20 of its feline residents 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Lucian picked his owners outside a grocery store.

are black. 
She said she is perplexed 

as to why people would shy 
away from dark-coated cats, as 
they  don’t deserve the nega-
tive image.

 One cat in particular, Jinx, 
has been a resident at The Last 
Post for the last eight years 
and  does not have a mean 
bone in its body, said Mucha, 
who described him as a Velcro 
cat, a “real cuddler.”
This cat picked his family

Not everyone is on board 
with the negative black cat 
spin. For some, a visit from a 
black cat means good luck or 
prosperity. In some cultures, 
black cats, considered sleek 
and seductive with their all-
knowing yellow and green 
eyes, are even worshipped.

Take Lucian’s owner, David 
Pecha, for instance. 

The mini household pan-

ther was rescued by Pecha’s 
son, Alex, about nine years 
ago while attending college 
in Albany. Alex and a friend 
had emerged from a grocery 
store “and the cat came flying 
out from under a car, meow-
ing at them and trailing them.”

It was the end of the school 
year, and because the cat ap-
peared to be pretty well cared 
for, said Pecha, they thought it 
might have escaped during the 
confusion of the move.

After failing to find a no-
kill shelter nearby, they took 
Lucian back home with them 
to Falls Village and posted “cat 
found” posters around cam-
pus, but no one came forth to 
claim the black cat, said Pecha.

 Before long, Lucian be-
friended a doppelganger 
named Bagheera, owned by 
the Atwood family just up the 
street, Pecha recalled.

“He was the spitting image 
of Lucian, and they hung out 
together. You would see the 
two of them running around 
the streets in the middle of 
town.”

When Pecha relocated to 
Litchfield a few years ago, 
so did Lucian, who has since 
settled into his new quarters, 
according to his owner. He 
considers his cat to be more 
like a loyal dog, with a unique 
personality.

Unlike other cats, Lucian 
doesn’t use a water bowl. 
Instead, he laps up his drink 
from a tall glass, filled with 
cool water straight from the 
fridge.

And as for snow, the pam-
pered feline will have nothing 
of it. “He doesn’t do winter,” 
said Pecha. “He’ll put one paw 
in the snow, and it’s ‘Oh, hell 
no.”
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CHARLIE'S
REPAIR SHOP

Complete Automotive Service
Brakes • Tires • Trailer Sales & Service

We Buy and Sell Used Cars
ROUtE 22 • MILLERtOn, nY 12546

518-789-6636  Charles J. Flint, Jr.

FREEFREE 
In-Home In-Home 
ConsultationConsultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

AUTUMN 
SAVINGS

25% off 5 or 
more shades

*Excludes Lutron 
& Hunter Douglas

Good until 10/31/24

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

When you need  
to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Greener Gardens Landscaping LLC.

Sharon, CT 06069

860-671-7850

PAINTING • LAWN MOWING • PATIOS  
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com or  

millertonnews.com to purchase  

a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you  

this directory of Specialists  

in print and online. 

From Automobiles to  

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fingertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you find the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Generators

Insulation

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds Tree Service

Tree Service

TV Service

Painting

Roofing Services

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Tree Care • Tree Removal • Tick Spraying

applewoodtreecare@yahoo.com
860-733-2020

Jason Bresson
J. Phillip Bresson

CT arborist license# 62658, NY pest license# CO-653231
CT arborist license# 65653

B-2580(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

• TV Sales
• Service Installation
• Outside HD 

Antenna Installation
• WiFi Enhancements

Stop in to see our selection of 
NEW Sony 4K TV sets. ALL ON SALE!!

REPAIRS on all: TVs, Stereos, Vintage Electronics

Dave’s TV

We’ve Moved!
Our new address is

279 Smithfi eld Rd., Millerton, NY 12546
Call for appointment 518-789-3881

Dave’s TV

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Excavation
Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozers  

Dumptrucks • Power Rake • Foundations Dug  
Water & Electric Lines Dug 

Drainage Installed • Landclearing • Grading  
Ponds Dug  • Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed 

Landscaping
Lawn Installation • Lawn Repair • Fencing 
Paver Bluestone Terraces • Retaining Walls 

Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers 
Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls 

Tree And Shrub Planting

Grounds Maintenance
Lawn Care • Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up 

Edging, Mulching • Lawn Fertilization 
Lawn Pest, Disease Control • Weed Control 

Weekly Maintenance Programs • Field Mowing 
Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding • Brush Clearing

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

NORTH EasT MuFFlER INC.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

Sharon Electric LLCSharon Electric LLC
www.sharonelectriccompany.kohlergeneratordealer.com

GENERATORS

Sales, Service, Installations
Salisbury, Connecticut 06068 88860-435-9683
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