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First day

A day resplendent with firsts, new Principal Amanda Coppola 

celebrated her first first day of school at Webutuck Elementary 

by escorting students to the school’s entrance on their first day 

of school Thursday, Sept. 5. With six years of experience in the 

district, Coppola was appointed to her new post in July. Her 

enthusiasm is apparent.
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State awards Millerton

$6.385 million funding 

for pool at Eddie Collins

Amenia considers new sign, trail 

to train, and a cannabis law

Dutchess Comptroller 

releases Q2 ARPA 

spending report

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@lakevillejournal.com

POUGHKEEPSIE —  Dutchess 
County Comptroller Gregg Pulver 
released the county ARPA spend-
ing report for the second quarter 
of 2024 Friday, Aug. 30.

As of June 30, Dutchess County 
has spent a little over $31 million 
in ARPA funds. The county has re-
ceived over $57 million since fund 
disbursement began in 2021. 

The county spent $1 million in 
quarter 2 of 2024, spread out over 
several infrastructure projects. 
Among those projects was a splash 
pad at Wilcox Memorial Park west 
of Pine Plains, antenna support tow-
ers for the county’s public safety ra-

dio system, buildings to house radio 
equipment used by the Department 
of Emergency Response and plan-
ning, design and construction 
administration for the Youth Op-
portunity Center in Poughkeepsie. 

Dutchess County Executives 
updated the ARPA fund spend-
ing plan in June 2024, choosing 
to allocate all remaining funds to 
education in the county, focusing 
mainly on Dutchess County Com-
munity College. The county will 
use the remaining $25 million to 
fund its contribution to the com-
munity college, chargeback costs 
paid to other community colleges 
and costs paid toward the New York 
State-mandated pre-school educa-
tion program.

Habitat House

groundbreaking 

Habitat for Humanity broke 

ground Wednesday, Sept. 4,  for 

a house to be built on Rudd Pond 

Road. From left, Pete Carr, Hab-

itat for Humanity of Dutchess 

County board chair,  Anthony 

Macagnone, home buyer, Habitat 

CEO Maureen Lashlee,  State Rep. 

Didi Barrett (D-106), North East 

Town Supervisor Chris Kennan, 

Sue Serino, Dutchess County Ex-

ecutive, Gregg Pulver, Dutchess 

County Comptroller and Pastor 

Heidi Truax of Trinity Episcopal 

Church, Lime Rock, Conn.

PHOTO PROVIDED 

By JOHN COSTON

johnc@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — The NY 
SWIMS capital grant program  
awarded $6.385 million to the vil-
lage to build a community pool, a 
bathhouse, community room and 
septic system at Eddie Collins Me-
morial Park. 

The announcement came from 
Gov. Kathy’s Hochul’s office on 
the eve of Labor Day, along with  
$38 million in grants to Dutchess 
County and towns and cities in the 

Mid-Hudson region. 
“It’s incredible for us to receive 

this,” Mayor Jenn Najdek said. “To 
be in the right place at the right 
time, and to be in good standing 
with grants.” 

The mayor said she hopes that 
there may be a groundbreaking in 
the fall of 2025. 

“It wouldn’t be possible without 
the incredible group of volunteers,” 
Najdek said. 

The Eddie Collins Memorial 
Park Revitalization Committee in-
cludes: Stephen Waite, chair, Jeanne 

Vanecko, vice chair, Edith Green-
wood, treasurer, Jennifer Dowley 
and Greg Swinehart. Mayor Najdek 
is the village liaison to the commit-
tee.

Najdek also thanked Anna 
Clune, who wrote the grant for 
the village. 

“The grant award is exciting 
news for Millerton and its resi-
dents. Anna did a fabulous job 
writing the application.

“I spent a lot of time at the old 

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

AMENIA —  Progress was 
made on a variety of topics at the 
regular meeting of the Town Board 
on Thursday, Sept. 5, including in-
stallation of an electronic informa-
tion sign at the Town Hall, concern 
about maintenance of the trail to 
the train in Wassaic, and drafting of 
a law to govern local cannabis sales.

In a continuing effort toward 
improved information access for 
residents, the board discussed in-

stallation of an internally lit LED 
sign to be installed at the Town 
Hall. Easily visible to passing mo-
torists, the new sign will carry an-
nouncement, upcoming meetings 
and town events.

Town Supervisor Leo Blackman 
said that he had heard from resi-
dents with concerns that they are 
not informed about what is hap-
pening in the community. He also 
noted that the town has immunity 
from zoning regulations, allowing 
the town to move ahead on plans 
for an electronic sign to hold mes-

sages that will be able to be posted 
by remote computer.

“Because it’s the town, we need 
to get messages out to residents,” 
Blackman said.

Councilman Brad Rebillard 
agreed, feeling that the sign is a 
public service.

During public comment, resi-
dent Tonia Shoumatoff of Wassaic 
raised two issues of needed main-
tenance, the first describing urgent 
action needed along the boardwalk 



A2          THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, September 12, 2024

OUR TOWNS

Whether your vehicle is ready for a checkup, needs 
extra work or is ready to be retired, the staff  at each 
of these businesses is ready to help you every step 
of the way. Save this section and when you visit, let 
them know you saw their ad in your copy of The 
Lakeville Journal or The Millerton News.
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Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck
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Complete 
Automotive Repairs

Including 
Engine Rebuilds, 
Diesel Repairs, 

Tires & Snowplows

34 Railroad St., P.O. Box 185, 
Falls Village, CT, 06031
860-824-5861 | jacobsgarage@att.net

Arnold’s Garage & Towing
We know how important car safety and reliability is to you.  

Call today to book your next maintenance appointment.  
Mention this ad and receive a free Fall Safety Inspection with 

your oil change during the month of October.

24 Hour Towing & Road Service

Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00-5:00

ASE Certified

(860) 824-5802  •  2 North Elm St.  Canaan, CT  06018

FALL SAFETY CHECKLIST
• Test Battery
• Check Fluid Levels
• Inspect Brakes
• Check Heater / Defroster
• Check Air Filter
• Test Antifreeze
• Check Wipers & Lights
• Inspect Tires
• Inspect Spare Tire

OCTOBER IS FALL CAR CARE MONTHMillerton Service Center

Master Technicians
Michael Lyman         52 S. Center St., Millerton, NY
Adam Lyman                 (518) 789-3462

We Buy and Sell  Quality Used Cars
We employ technicians certi� ed

by the National Institute for
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE EXCELLENCE

PROUDLY SERVING YOU 
FOR OVER 30 YEARS!

Factory parts
shipped daily!

SEE US FIRST
For all of your service

and repair needs!

Service Hours:
7 am - 5 pm Mon-Fri • 7 am - Noon Sat

All 
makes, 

models or 
mileage

NorthEastFordMillerton.com

STOP 
BY 

AND 
SEE 

LANN 
TODAY!Lann Rubin

Millerton ZBA’s consideration 

of 7-9 Main St. project continues

By JOHN COSTON 

johnc@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — The 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
(ZBA) continued its ongoing 
review of an application for 
variances for a building at 7-9 
Main Street that would add 
residential units to an already 
nonconforming building and 
put more pressure on village 
parking.

The ZBA met on Wednes-
day, Sept. 4 at Village Hall.

The application for two 
variances — on for a den-
sity increase and another 
for additional parking — has 
been studied by  the ZBA for 
months after it was denied by 
the Planning Board in March 
of 2023 on size and parking 
issues after a year of delibera-
tion.

Under Millerton zoning, 
a minimum of 5,000 square 
feet of lot area is required per 
dwelling unit, yet the building 
permit called for 636 square 
feet per unit. Second, under 
zoning,  1.5 parking spaces per 
dwelling unit are required, 
thus a proposed additional 
6 units (to 12) would call for 
9 additional spaces, yet none 

were proposed in the appli-
cation. 

Following the Planning 
Board’s denial, the ZBA held a 
public hearing on the applica-
tion from Gvkgne Realty over 
the summer when residents 
and businesses expressed con-
cerns and complaints about 
the lack of parking that the 
village already faces as well 
as specific problems related 
to parking on village streets. 

Residents also addressed 
the nonconforming status 
of the existing units at the 
hearings. During the initial 
public hearing in May, one 
resident pointed to an ineq-
uity by observing that she 
was prevented from creating 
multiple dwelling units on 
South Center Street because 
of the Zoning Code’s parking 
requirements. 

The ZBA’s discussion at 
last week’s meeting raised is-
sues such as the fact that the 
building has failed a fire in-
spection, that there are holes 
in walls and that the stairs 
need work. The new owner 
has stated plans to renovate 
the building, and while ZBA 
members commented that 
there is no guarantee that 

approving a variance would 
result in physical improv-
ments, there was consensus 
that the would prefer to see 
the building maintained and 
put in good working order. 

ZBA members noted that 
parking remains a big prob-
lem aside from the request in 
this application. 

“We are maxed out before 
we even get started,” said De-
lora Brooks, ZBA chair. 

New board member Kelly 
Kilmer chimed: “How do we 
give people parking spaces 
that we don’t have?”

Parking is permitted for up 

to two hours during the day in 
front of the building. In win-
ter months, there are restric-
tions on streets imposed by 
snow plowing requirements. 
One option mentioned during 
the meeting was parking on 
Century Boulevard, which is 
several blocks from the build-
ing. 

The panel, which also 
includes members Suzanne 
Stevens, Ed Stillman and 
Claire Goodman, set its next 
meeting for Oct. 2 at 7 p.m. 
at Village Hall on North Elm 
Avenue to continue the ongo-
ing review. 

PHOTO BY JOHN COSTON 

7-9 Main Street

Healthy aging talk at 

Millerton library Sept. 13

Amenia Fire Co. pancake 

breakfast returns Sept. 15

NECC calls on Millerton 

residents to help tend the 

playground on Sept. 14

MILLERTON — 
Healthy aging will be the 
topic of a presentation 
by Millerton practicing 
neuropsychologist Dr. 
Paul Gunser, a former at-
tending psychologist at St. 
John’s Riverside Hospital 
in Yonkers, New York,  
when he speaks on Friday, 
Sept. 13 from 3 to 4:30 p.m. 
at the NorthEast-Miller-
ton Library  Annex at 28 
Century Blvd., Millerton. 

Gunser, according to 
Library Director Rhian-
non Leo-Jameson, is also 
a volunteer member of the 

Reserve Corps of Dutchess 
County. She says his focus 
will be “keeping the brain 
sharp” with the goal of 
“possibly slowing down 
the progress of demen-
tia” along with a discus-
sion of the way in which 
the “fascinating topic” of 
neuro-feedback may have 
a positive impact.  Regis-
tration is required either 
by a link at www.nemiller-
tonlibrary.org or through 
the Library’s main desk at 
75 Main St. Call 518-789-
3340 for more informa-
tion.

MILLERTON —  
North East Community 
Center is calling on volun-
teers to help tend its play-
ground Saturday, Sept. 14 
from 10 a.m. to noon.

NECC will provide 
tools for volunteers but 
the organization says ev-

eryone should bring their 
own gloves. Anyone under 
18 years old must be joined 
by an adult.

More information 
can be found on NECC’s 
website, www.neccmiller-
ton.org, or by contacting 
paul@neccmillerton.org. 

Amenia wastewater panel considers 

system for distributing costs among users

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

AMENIA — Preparing 
for a scheduled meeting with 
Laberge Group Engineering 
of Albany, the Wastewater 
Committee discussed details 
of a possible system for dis-
tributing costs among poten-
tial users at their meeting on 
Thursday, Sept. 5.

The cost distribution sys-
tem, termed Benefit units, 
was included in the Map, 
Plan and Report document 
of 2009 prepared by Morris 

Associates, Engineering Con-
sultants. Laberge is expected 
to produce a Map, Plan and 
Report document, but key to 
that report is an agreed-upon 
system for spreading costs 
among users.

Wastewater Committee 
chairman Charlie Miller re-
ported that the goal is to have 
Laberge’s MPR in hand by 
mid-autumn, so that a peti-
tion drive can begin. Results 
of the petition drive will allow 
the creation of a wastewater 
district, an essential step 
before major infrastructure 

funding applications can be 
submitted.

During discussion, the 
committee agreed to the Ben-
efit Unit system of cost dis-
persal as described by Mor-
ris Associates’ 2009 report. 
Under the system, Miller ex-
plained, a single-family home, 
zoned residential, would be 
defined as one benefit unit. 
A two-family home would 
have two benefit units, and 
so on. An undeveloped lot 
with up to three residential 
parcels, would be defined as 
one benefit unit.

Commercially zoned units 
would be assessed at one ben-
efit unit for each 165 gallons 
of average daily flow.

Committee member 
Shannon Roback expressed 
concern that the added costs 
might result in landlords in-
creasing rents for their ten-
ants.

AMENIA – The Ame-
nia Fire Company will be 
holding its first monthly 
Pancake Breakfast of the 
season at the Firehouse on 
Sunday, Sept. 15 from 7:30 
to 11 a.m. 

It is all you can eat 
with a menu of pancakes, 
French toast, eggs and 

omelettes, home fries, 
bacon, sausage and bev-
erages. You can eat in or 
take out. 

The firehouse is locat-
ed at 36 Mechanic Street, 
Amenia. Adults are $12.00, 
Seniors/Under 12 are 
$11.00. For information 
call 845-373-8352.

www.facebook.com/themillertonnews
Millerton news

TheSend news items and 

briefs to editor@

millertonnews.com
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 Music Mountain Weekend

Bobby Sanabria & 
Quarteto Aché:
Afro-Cuban Night
Led by multiple Grammy 
nominated drummer/
percussionist, composer, 
arranger, educator Bobby 
Sanabria, “aché” is the Yoruba 
derived word for divine power 

Tickets $20-55, free under 19,  
many discounts.  
Order by phone (860) 824-7126  
or at musicmountain.org

SAT., SEPT. 14 | 7:00 PM

SUN., SEPT. 15 | 3:00 PM
Cassatt String 
Quartet & Magdalena 
Baczewska Play 
Brahms Piano Quintet
Plus string quartets by 
Beethoven & Bond
2 PM Free Pre-Concert Talk 

and positive energy - the 
principle Bobby exudes 
in all of his projects.

by Georgia O’Keeffe 
biographer Roxana 
Robinson and composer 
Victoria Bond

LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notice

Notice of formation of 
27 Merritt Avenue LLC 
(the “LLC”). Arts. of Org. 
filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (“SSNY”) 
on August 2, 2024. Office 
Location: Dutchess County. 
SSNY is designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy to: The LLC c/o 31 
Stissing Lane, Stanfordville, 
NY, 12581, USA. Purpose: 
any lawful activity.

08-15-24
08-22-24
08-29-24
09-05-24
09-12-24
09-19-24

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation of 
FJR TRANSPORT LLC

Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 
7/30/24. Office location: 
Dutchess County. SSNY is 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: PO BOX 
836, Millerton, NY 12546. 
Purpose: transport of goods.

08-22-24
08-29-24
09-05-24

 09-12-24
09-19-24
09-26-24

Legal Notice
Notice of Filing of 

Application for Authority 
of Foreign LLC. Mirbeau 
of Beacon LLC (LLC) filed 
App. Of Auth. With Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
3/18/2022. Jurisdiction of 
Organization: Delaware. 
Date of Organization: 
1/20/2022. Office location: 
Dutchess County. Principal 
business location: c/o 
Mirbeau of Beacon LLC, 
433 Broadway, Suite 203, 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866. 

SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom 
process may be served and 
SSNY shall mail process 
to c/o Mirbeau of Beacon 
LLC, 433 Broadway, Suite 
203, Saratoga Springs, NY 
12866. Address of office 
required to be maintained in 
the jurisdiction of formation 
is c/o Corporation Service 
Company, 251 Little Falls 
Drive, Wilmington, DE 
19808. The name and 
address of the authorized 
official in its jurisdiction 
of organization where 
a copy of its articles or 
organization is filed is: 
c/o Secretary of the State, 
Division of Corporations, 
401 Federal Street, Suite 4, 
Dover, DE 19901. Purpose: 
any business permitted 
under law.

08-22-24
08-29-24
09-05-24
09-12-24
09-19-24
09-26-24

Legal Notice
The Union Cemetery 

Association will hold it’s 
annual meeting on Sept. 14, 
2023, at St. Thomas Church, 
40 Leedsville Rd., Amenia, 
NY from Noon to 1:30 PM. 
If attending, please bring a 
couple of dollars to give to 
the Church’s Food Pantry. 
If you have family in the 
Cemetery, we are always 
looking for new Board 
members. Also if you wish 
to donate to help support 
the Cemetery, you can send 
a check made out to Union 
Cemetery Association and 
mail it to Union Cemetery 
Ass o c i at i on ,  %  G ai l 
Seymour, 16 Townsend 
Blvd., Poughkeepsie, New 
York 12603. Call Gail with 
any questions at 845-454-
6641.

08-29-24
 09-05-24
09-12-24

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that a public hearing 
will be held before the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
of the Town of North East, 
Dutchess County, New York, 
on Thursday, September 19, 
2024 at 7:30 PM or as soon 
thereafter as possible, in the 
Town Hall, 19 North Maple 
Avenue, Millerton, New 
York, on the application of 
John Kevin Webb, contract 
vendee of a 0.98 Acre parcel 
to be subdivided from tax 
parcel # 7171-00-232833, 
and NML Farm LLC, owner 
of the parcel, for variances 
of Section 98-14 D(5) of 
the Zoning Law of the Town 
of North East requesting 
reductions in the required 
rear yard setbacks and a 
variance of Section 98-
14D(6) of the Zoning Law 
of the Town of North East 
requesting a reduction in the 
required side yard setback. 
The parcel is located at 144 
Skunks Misery Road in the 
A5A Zoning District of the 
Town of North East.

The above application is 
open for inspection at the 
Town Hall.

Persons wishing to appear 
at such hearing may do so 
in person or by attorney 
or other representative. 
Communications in writing 
relating thereto may be 
filed with the Board at such 
hearing. Dated: September 
9, 2024.

Julie Schroeder
Chairman,

Zoning Board of Appeals
09-12-24

The deadline for legal notices is Friday 
at 4 p.m. for publication the following 
Thursday.

Notices can be emailed to
legals@lakevillejournal.com
or mailed to The Lakeville Journal,  
ATTN: Legal Notices, PO Box 1688, 
Lakeville, CT 06039

Go to millertonnews.com/legalnotices  
to view current and past legal notices.

PHOTOS BY NATALIA ZUKERMAN

Above: Rock Steady farmers Rica Bryan, co-owner, Har-

vest & Distribution Manager and Ris Lansing, Wash Pack 

Lead and Farm Team member. 

At left: Susuyu Lassa from Grafton, New York, getting 

a haircut on the porch by Karen B.

Rock Steady Farm holds block party

MILLERTON — Rock 
Steady Farm on Kaye Road 
was the site of the Farm 
Block Party on Saturday, 
Sept. 7.

It was a family-friendly 
day of community celebra-
tion, featuring live music, lo-
cal vendors, and a spotlight 
on the Queer, Trans, Black, 
Indigenous, and People of 
Color (QT+BIPOC) farmers 

who are helping to shape our 
region’s food system.

The vibrant celebration 
was cohosted by Rock Steady 
Farm and Catalyst Collabor-
ative Farm in collaboration 
with Farm School NYC. The 
three entities have a long re-
lationship history with one 
another and a shared interest 
in connecting their expansive 
communities. 

There were 30 unique 
vendors from within the lo-
cal community with offerings 
of pottery, herbs, teas, cakes, 
cookies, books, clothing, art, 
and so much more. 

Live music added to the 
grooving celebration with 
the traditional afro-Colom-
bian group Tambacum, and 
local artist Vemilo. There 
were healing arts in the yurt 

at The Watershed Center, a 
social justice retreat center, as 
well as arts and crafts activi-
ties on the lawn, haircuts on 
the porch, and even an on-site 
tattoo artist.

All ticket proceeds went 
toward supporting Rock 
Steady Farm’s farmer training 
program, Pollinate alumni, 
and Catalyst Collaborative 
Farm.

Columbia County deputies save man 

from burning building in Copake

Cary to monitor 

Hudson River’s

health with grant

By JOHN COSTON

johnc@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK —   The 
Hudson River Foundation for 
Science and Environmental 
Research has awarded $1.7 
million to Cary Institute of 
Ecosystem Studies to monitor 
Hudson River ecosystems for 
three years. 

Cary’s Chris Solomon, an 
aquatic ecologist, will work 
with the New York State De-
partment of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) to lead 
a study of the lower food 
web in the river — the web 
of plants and small animals 
that species, such as striped 
bass, feed on. 

Monthly monitoring will 
begin in January. The team 
will collect data on water 
quality, along with informa-
tion about the biomass and 
abundance of small plants and 
animals — phytoplankton, 
zooplankton, bivalves, and 
other invertebrates. 

Solomon said the survey 
will build on historical data, 
including data from the 
DEC, Stony Brook Univer-
sity, and more than 30 years 
of research by Cary Institute 
scientists. 

The years of research make 
“it a uniquely well studied, 
large river ecosystem” that has 
been supported by the federal 
government and by founda-
tions like Cary and others. 

The Hudson River estuary 
is diverse and features fresh 
water as well as sea water. The 
study will focus on an approx-
imate 150-mile stretch from 
Lower Manhattan to Troy. 

“We’re excited to be work-
ing with our partners in the 
Hudson research and man-
agement community to help 
sustain the history and imag-
ine the future of ecosystem 
monitoring in this iconic river 
estuary,” said Solomon.

“These (lower food web) 
organisms are critical food 
for fish like striped bass,” said 
Solomon. “They support the 
river’s fisheries, and they con-
trol how the ecosystem works 
in a lot of really fundamental 
ways.” 

Understanding trends 
in these species at the base 
of the food web will help in 
anticipating changes in fish 
abundance, so managers can 
adjust harvest levels accord-
ingly.  Solomon cited a few 
species found in the river, 
including Atlantic sturgeon, 
eel, herring, shad. 

Data from the survey 
may also help to reveal how 
changes in temperature, pre-
cipitation, and sea level due 
to climate change will alter 
Hudson ecosystems and water 
quality, with important impli-
cations for communities that 
rely on the river for drinking 
water and recreation. 

Solomon said a half dozen 
or more communities rely on 
the Hudson for a drinking wa-
ter supply. 

In addition, the survey will 

keep tabs on invasive zebra 
and quagga mussels and their 
impacts on the river ecosys-
tem, and may help provide 
early warning if other inva-
sive species arrive.

“The Hudson River Foun-
dation is pleased to work with 
Cary Institute of Ecosystem 
Studies on this new three-year 
survey to monitor the Hudson 
River’s lower food web,” said 
Jim Lodge, senior scientist 
at the Hudson River Foun-
dation. “This work builds 
on the pioneering work of 
Cary’s long-term monitor-
ing of the freshwater Hudson 
and will provide critical new 
insights and understanding of 
the Hudson River ecosystem 
from Lower Manhattan to 
Troy.”   

Cary’s Heather Malcolm 
and David Fisher will lead 
the field work for the Inter-
im Lower Food Web Survey. 
Partners at Upstate Fresh-
water Institute will analyze 
the water chemistry samples, 
and scuba divers from Seaway 
Dive and Salvage will collect 
rock and sediment samples 
from the riverbed. 

“The Hudson River estu-
ary is a vital resource for New 
York, and one that’s really 
intertwined with our culture 
and way of life,” said Solomon. 

PHOTO BY DAVID FISCHER

Cary researchers will collect data on invasive mussels, 

water quality and more to support fisheries and inform 

management decisions on the Hudson River.

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@lakveillejournal.com

COPAKE —  Two Colum-
bia County deputies rescued 
a man from a structure fire in 
Copake in the early morning 
Sunday, Aug. 18.

Around 2 a.m., Deputy 
Timothy Gladwin and Deputy 
Cody Falkner responded to a 
fire at an apartment building 
on County Route 7A. One of 
the ground-level apartments 
in the two story structure was 
engulfed when deputies ar-
rived. 

A tenant told the deputies 
they believed someone was 
still in one of the upstairs 
apartments, so the deputies 
sprang into action to retrieve 

the missing person. 
Upon entering the apart-

ment, the deputies found 
a single person sleeping in 
his bedroom. The deputies 
helped the man out of his 
apartment and down the 

stairs to safety. 
Sheriff Donald Krapf said 

in a release that the two depu-
ties’ quick action prevented 
loss of life and serious injury.

“This was outstanding 
police work, and without a 

doubt, these men are heroes,” 
Krapf said. “They exemplify 
what it is to be a deputy sher-
iff. I am exceptionally proud 
to have them as members of 
the Columbia County Sher-
iff’s Office.”
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in your community.

Please donate to The Lakeville Journal  
and The Millerton News at  
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PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039
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Christ Church Episcopal 

in Sharon
9 South Main, Sharon CT

Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.
Transitioning through prayer

All welcome to join us
860-364-5260

www.christchurchsharon.org

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Rev. Paul Christopherson
SUNDAY SERVICE

10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Buildin

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Millerton United  
Methodist Church

6 Dutchess Avenue, P.O. Box 812
Millerton, NY 12546

Services on the 1st & 3rd Sunday  
of each month at 3:00 P.M.

518-789-3138

Worship Services
Week of September 15, 2024

 
The Congregational 

Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.
30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Whoever you are,  
wherever you are on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here!
Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  

in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
The Rev. Heidi Truax

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
The next meeting will be

Sunday, October 13 at 10:30 a.m.
 For information, contact Jo Loi  

at jokiauloi@gmail.com
All are Welcome

Chabad of Northwest CT 
On the Green 

69 West St. Litchfield, CT 06759
chabadNW.org

860.567.3377 | office@chabadNW.org
Rabbi Joseph & Mina Eisenbach 

A home away from home, a gathering place 
where unity is paramount. 

We are here for you, welcome to the family!

WINTER SCHEDULE
Sunday 10:30 AM - Hebrew School

Wednesday 8:00 PM - Parsha In My Life 
How The Weekly Portion Relates to ME!

Thursday 11:30 AM - Women’s Tea & Torah
Saturday 9:30 AM - Shabbat Services 
Followed by a Congregational Kiddush

Children’s Camp | Jewish Newspaper
Smiles on Seniors | Cteen | YJP

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m.
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel   

Lower River Road, West Cornwall

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.

OBITUARIES

Virginia Cables

CANAAN — Virginia 
“Ginny” Cables, 81, passed 
away peacefully 
on Aug. 28, 2024, 
at Geer Nursing 
and Rehabilitation 
Center in Canaan, 
surrounded by fam-
ily. Born to the late 
Marie K. Negri and 
George Ralph on 
Dec. 7, 1942, Ginny 
lived a life full of 
love, laughter, and 
dedication to her family. 

A devoted homemaker, 
Ginny took great pride in cre-
ating a warm and welcoming 
home. She had a deep love for 
gardening, cooking, baking, 
and thrifting. She took pride 
in nurturing flowers and 
plants that brought beauty to 
her surroundings. Animals al-
ways held a special place in her 
heart, and she was known for 
her kindness and care towards 
them.

Ginny’s greatest joy came 
from spending time with 
her children, grandchildren, 
and great grandchildren. She 
cherished family gatherings, 
whether they were simple pic-
nics or special events, where 
she could share stories, laugh-
ter, and love. Those who knew 
her will forever remember her 
quick wit, sense of humor, and 
the radiant smile that bright-
ened every room she entered. 

Ginny leaves behind a 
legacy of love, laughter, and 
warmth that will be cherished 
by all who had the pleasure 
of knowing her. She will be 
deeply missed, but her spirit 

will live on in the hearts of her 
family and friends. She will be 

remembered by her 
nicknames “Aunt 
Squeak” “Grandma 
Gin” “Ginny” to ev-
eryone she met. 

Ginny leaves be-
hind her daughter, 
Michele M. Cables 
Wilkinson of Shef-
field, Massachusetts 
and her son Freder-
ick E. Cables Jr. and 

his wife Anita Cables of Ca-
naan; grandchildren, Chelsea 
Quenneville Brown (Joseph 
Brown), Blake Wilkinson, Lo-
gan and Miranda Cables; great 
grandchildren, Jade and Kris-
tina Brown and Ethan Robles; 
her siblings, Richard Ralph 
(Cecelia), Stanley Ralph (Rose-
mary), David Ralph (Vicky) 
and Donna Roux (Ronald). 
She was also survived by her 
several nieces and nephews. 
She was predeceased by her 
mother, Marie K. Negri and 
father George Ralph, her 
husband, Fredrick Cables Sr., 
her siblings, Burt Veronesi and 
Valerie Poley. 

Calling hours will be Fri-
day, Sept. 13, from 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m. at the Newkirk-Palmer 
Funeral Home in Canaan, 
CT. A celebration of life will 
be held at the Canaan VFW on 
Sunday, Sept. 22, from 1-4 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to Hospice of 
Litchfield County, Salisbury 
Branch, 30A Salmon Kill Road, 
Salisbury CT 06068  or The 
Little Guild of St. Francis in 
Ginny’s memory. 

Linda Kaplan

MILLERTON — Linda 
Kaplan, beloved wife, mother, 
grandmother, sister, 
aunt, sister-in-law, 
cousin and friend, 
passed away Sept. 
3, 2024. Linda will 
be remembered as a 
deeply kind woman 
guided by faith, 
family and love.   

Linda was born 
to Francis Crawford 
and Lydia Johnson 
(nee Snyder) in Sharon, on 
Sept. 14, 1942.  She attended 
Webutuck High School in Mil-
lerton, and then started her 
career in banking, where she 
worked until her retirement as 
a Vice President. Linda was a 
loving mother who raised her 
two sons and instilled in them 
her love of faith and family. 

Linda met her future hus-
band, Sanford (Sam) Kaplan, at 
a dance in Millerton, and they 
were blessed with 30 years of 
marriage during which they 
enjoyed their time on Sim-
mons Street.  Here, Linda en-
joyed tending to her garden 
where she could be found 
picking green beans and to-
matoes.  She also enjoyed solv-
ing the daily crossword puzzle, 
knitting, and listening to Sam 
play his guitar.  Together, Lin-
da and Sam enjoyed hosting 
their family for Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas and Passover 
celebrations. They especially 
enjoyed annual summer vis-
its by their granddaughters 
which always included visits 
to their farm where they rode 
ATVs.  Linda and Sam’s inter-
est in dairy farming led them 
to travel to Europe where they 
toured dairy farms; a trip they 
fondly recounted to their fam-

ily for years.  
Linda’s faith was evident, 

not only through 
her family, but 
also through her 
involvement with 
the Millerton Pres-
byterian Church. 
She enjoyed com-
munity outreach, 
singing in the choir, 
working with chil-
dren, teaching ESL 
classes, and helping 

to develop and implement pro-
grams.  

Linda is predeceased by 
her husband, Sam Kaplan, her 
mother, father, and brother 
Thomas Crawford.  She is 
survived by her two sons; 
Lorin Stapleton and his wife 
Mary Stapleton of Brewster, 
New York, and Brian Staple-
ton of Sandisfield, Massa-
chusettds; her two grand-
daughters, Bridget Stapleton 
of Jersey City, New Jersey and 
Colleen Stapleton of Boston, 
Massachusetts; her sister-in-
law, Susan Crawford; nephew 
David Keys and his wife Bar-
bara; niece Susan Jenkins and 
her husband Rick Herring.

Calling hours were held 
on Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. at 
the Scott D. Conklin Funeral 
Home, 37 Park Avenue, Mil-
lerton, NY 12546. A Mass of 
the Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated on Saturday, Sept. 7, at 
10 a.m. at St. Martin of Tours 
Church of St. Mary in Lakev-
ille, CT. Rev. Dennis Aram-
basick officiated. Burial fol-
lowed at Irondale Cemetery 
in Millerton, NY. To send an 
online condolence to the fam-
ily, please visit www.conklin-
funeralhome.com 

Karen Gandolfo

NORTH CANAAN — Kar-
en Gandolfo, 63, of Bridge-
port,  passed away after a long 
illness on Sept. 2, 2024.

Karen grew up in East Ca-
naa, the  daughter of Nicholas 
Gandolfo and June  Schram. 
She is survived by her two 
children, Amber Goss.(hus-
band Ryan Goss) and Paul 

Shuhi Jr. She leaves behind 
three sisters, Nicolette Hall, 
(and her husband, Richard 
Hall), Andrea Alexander, and 
Laura Hoopes (husband Tim-
othy Hoopes) as well as two 
grandsons and three nieces 
and nephews. Services and 
burial will be private for im-
mediate family.

John W. Robertson

SALISBURY — John W. 
Robertson, 77, of Lincoln 
City Road, died at his home 
on Sept. 5, 2024.  He was 
the loving husband of Linda 
Liemann Robertson. 

A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be celebrated on 

Tuesday, Sept. 17, at 11:00 
a.m. at St. Mary’s Church 
in Lakeville, Burial will be 
private. 

A complete obituary will 
be in next weeks paper. 

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.

SPORTS

By IRA BUCH

Special to The Millerton News 

LAKEVILLE, Conn. — On 
Saturday, Sept. 7, The Hotch-
kiss School hosted the 30th 
annual Special Olympics 
Swimathon with 56 students, 
faculty members, and coaches 
swimming two miles across 
Lake Wononscopomuc. 

Eight special guests from 
Special Olympics Slovakia 
joined the event, including 
four coaches – Eva Gazova, 
Martina Goglova, Dominika 
Nestarcova and Veronika 
Sedlackova – and four Spe-
cial Olympics athletes – Pe-
ter Ispold, Vanda Kracunova, 
Darina Krihova and Andrej 
Petrik. 

In preparation for the 
Swimathon, the coaches 
worked to assemble a team 
based not only on athletic 
skills, but also personal traits 
to manage the swimming con-
ditions. “In addition to a long 
swimming distance, the open 
lake swimming is different 
from what the athletes are used 
to,” said Eva Gazova, national 
director of Special Olympics 
Slovakia. 

The Swimathon was first 
organized in 1994 by Keith 
Moon, a Hotchkiss faculty 
member and a head swimming 
coach, and has run uninter-
rupted for the past 30 years. 
“During the pandemic, there 
was a year when I was the only 
one swimming, just to keep the 
tradition going,” Moon said.  

In 2022, when the full-scale 
war broke out in Ukraine, 
Moon traveled to Slovakia, 
where he formed a partner-
ship between Special Olym-
pics Connecticut and Special 
Olympics Slovakia. This col-
laboration led to the creation 
of the Dream Day Center, an 
initiative designed to support 
Ukrainian refugee families 
with children who have intel-
lectual disabilities. The center, 

Swimathon succeeds in year 30

located in Bratislava, Slovakia, 
opened its doors to Ukrainian 
refugees on October 10, 2022, 
and currently houses eight 
Ukrainian families with chil-
dren diagnosed with autism. 

The Swimathon aims to 
raise funds that will benefit 
both Special Olympics Con-
necticut and a Special Olym-
pics Slovakia initiative. “With-
out the resources we wouldn’t 
be able to do our work. The 
Swimathon and the support 
it provides is unique not only 

for us, but for the Olympic In-
ternational in general,” Gazova 
said. 

This year, the swimmers 
faced strong waves and rain 
that began as they neared 
the finish. “We knew that the 
weather conditions would be 
challenging. Every year has its 
own difficulties and I am glad 
that we managed to complete 
the event despite the rain,” 
Moon said. 

After the swim, all the 
participants were invited to 

a communal barbeque. State 
Rep. Maria Horn (D-64) joined 
the celebration and presented 
Moon with an Official Cita-
tion from the General As-
sembly in recognition of the 
Hotchkiss Swimathon. 

This year, the fundraiser 
surpassed its goal with over 
$30,000 in donations. 

Gazova said, “We told 
Ukrainian families that they 
are safe. We were happy to tell 
them that there are more stable 
months ahead of them.”

PHOTO PROVIDED

Participants of the 30th annual Swimathon in Lake Wononscopomuc swam a total 

of two miles to raise money for the Special Olympics.
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Big win for 

Millerton

Millerton can celebrate the news that sometime 
in the near future it will again have a com-
munity swimming pool. Just before Labor 

Day Gov. Kathy Hochul announced that the NY SWIMS 
capital grant program  awarded $6.385 million to the 
village to build a community pool, a bathhouse, com-
munity room and septic system at Eddie Collins Memo-
rial Park. (See story on Page A1.)

Mayor Jenn Najdek was thrilled. Town of North East 
Supervisor Chris Kennan said that community lead-
ers in the region were a little surprised and curious 
when the news broke. Mayor Najdek thanked the many  
volunteers who have been planning and working on this 
project for years. 

Stephen Waite, chair of the Eddie Collins Memorial 
Park Revitalization Committee said: “I’m grateful for 
the support from our leaders and donors and extremely 
proud of the work done by the Committee.”

Those committee members include Jeanne Vanecko, 
vice chair, Edith Greenwood, treasurer, Jennifer Dowley 
and Greg Swinehart. Mayor Najdek is the village liaison 
to the committee.

A Steering Committee helps to fundraise, provide 
advice and support and serves as ambassadors for the 
project. The Steering Committee includes: Susan Bang, 
Rob Cooper, Tammy Cooper, John Crawford, Wendy 
Curtis, Sara Doar, Lisa Hermann, Cathy Fenn, Joe Frydl, 
Claire Goodman, Julie Schroeder, John Scutieri and 
Betsy Trotta.

We all should be thankful for these volunteers who 
have given their time and energy for a community proj-
ect that will  serve all age groups and help make memo-
ries for children that will last a lifetime. Stephen Waite 
recalls: “I spent a lot of time at the old Denney Pool as 
a kid and made many friends there, some I still keep in 
contact with.”

Mayor Najdek also thanked Millerton’s Anna Clune, 
who wrote the successful grant application for the vil-
lage. And Najdek also noted that it mattered that the 
village was in good standing with its grants.

Hopes were high that the grant for the pool  would 
be forthcoming after a visit in late July by Carl Heastie, 
Speaker of the New York State Assembly, and State Rep. 
Didi Barrett (D-106). Heastie and Barrett stood together 
in the park to announce that funding for the Phase 2 
renovation would be ensured. 

Weeks later that assurance now has become a cer-
tainty. 

The NY SWIMS capital grants are funded in the 2025 
state budget. The first round of funding totaled $90 
million, of which $38 million was for grants to Dutchess 
County and towns and cities in the Mid-Hudson region.

Hochul said of the new $150 million program: “We’re 
making sure that all New Yorkers know how to swim 
through the largest statewide investment in swimming 
since the New Deal.” 

We salute the Eddie Collins Memorial Park Revital-
ization Committee and its Steering Committee mem-
bers for all their selfless volunteer service to make it 
possible for Millerton to once again have a community 
pool. Imagine what it will mean for the children who 
attend summer camp in the park in coming years.

In support of Pat Ryan for Congress

I write in support of Pat 
Ryan for Congress.  As a West 
Point graduate, Pat embraces 
that Academy’s honor code, 
with its emphasis on honesty 
and integrity.  His campaign 
focuses on, among other 
things, the importance of 
voting rights and other civil 
rights such as a woman’s right 
to make her own health care 
decisions. 

Pat’s opponent’s values and 
views are in sharp contrast to 
Pat’s. Alison Esposito views 
Donald Trump’s endorsement 
as “a signature milestone in 
her campaign.” Clearly, Es-
posito is undisturbed by 
Trump’s blatant disrespect 
for women and, although 
she now — like Trump — 
states that she is opposed 
to a nationwide abortion 
ban, in 2022 during her un-
successful campaign for Lt. 
Governor, she stated that she 
would vote for legislation “to 
protect innocent human life 
from conception ...”  I think 
that we can trust her word on 
the subject of abortion rights 
just about as much as we can 
trust Trump’s.

Esposito’s honesty and 
integrity are open to serious 
question. A recent article in 
the Poughkeepsie Journal (Aug. 
26, ‘24) disclosed that in 2019 
New York City agreed to settle 
a lawsuit alleging that then –
police officer Esposito abused 
and maliciously arrested a 
16-year-old girl whose fam-
ily’s apartment Esposito and 
fellow officers barged into 

without a warrant.  The com-
plaint against Esposito stated, 
among other things, that she 
had dragged the girl by her 
hair while she was handcuffed.  
While Esposito denied the al-
legations, the City agreed to 
pay the girl $25,000 to settle 
the lawsuit.  In my experience 
as a lawyer and mediator who 
handled civil rights cases in 
Manhattan federal court, the 

City does not pay — especially 
to the tune of $25,000 — for 
meritless lawsuits against po-
lice officers.

Voters have a choice: an 
honorable Congressional rep-
resentative who supports civil 
rights or a challenger whose 
personal record of civil rights 
bears a shameful stain.

Amy Rothstein

Pine Plains

Dialing without operator; inflation at Millerton 

Super — eggs 69 cents a dozen; Bruno goes to DC

The following excerpts from 
The Millerton News were com-
piled by Kathleen Spahn, Vivian 
Sukenik, Nancy Vialpando and 
Rhiannon Leo-Jameson of the 
North East-Millerton Library.

September 14, 1933

‘Scientific Displays In-
spiring at Fair’; The scien-
tific displays at the Century 
of Progress Exposition are 
most inspiring. The Hall of 
Science is magnificent in its 
architecture and one could 
spend many hours poring 
over the minute and explicit 
demonstrations. 

The Electrical, Radio and 
Edison Memorial Buildings 
are more that I found of great 
consequence ... In the Radio 
Building the outstanding 
feature was the “Bird Cage,” 
where one saw acoustical illu-
sions demonstrated. Holding 
ear phones to your ears you 
heard plain speech inverted 
so that it became unintelli-
gible when received over an 
ordinary radio set…This dis-
play is one of many of the Bell 
Telephone Company’s. They 
show how the dial system 
works without the aid of an 
operator. A visitor may call 
a friend in any large city in 
the world and the speed with 
which  the call is put through 
is shown by the means of a 
moving light on a huge map…

September 12, 1974

‘School Renovation Bond 
Set for Special Election’; The 
Webutuck Board of Education 
adopted resolutions propos-
ing the reconstruction of the 
Millerton and Amenia ele-
mentary schools for $426,000 
and the construction of a 
high school septic system 
for $75,000 at its meeting on 
Monday night…

[AD] Stop Inflation Shop 
at Millerton Super

Eggs 69 cents Doz.
Milk 2 ½ Gals 1.19
Orange Juice 12 oz. 3 for 

1.00

September 9, 1999

‘More Fresh Produce In the 
Hudson Valley’; Fresh, local 
produce is available this week 
in the Hudson Valley, includ-
ing apples, melons, peaches, 
pears, beets, cabbage, corn, 
cucumbers, peppers, tomatoes 
and much, much more. Sup-
port your local economy and 
neighbors by buying locally 
grown food that is fresher and 
tastes great.

‘Bruno Goes to Conference 
in DC’; Millerton – Bethann 
Bruno of this village has been 
selected to attend the Nation-
al Young Leaders Conference 
from Oct. 19 to 24, in Wash-
ington, D.C. The Conference 
is a leadership development 
program for high school stu-
dents who have demonstrated 
leadership potential and scho-
lastic merit. Miss Bruno will 

be among 350 outstanding 
National Scholars attending 
the conference from across 
the country.

The theme of the confer-
ence is “The Leaders of To-
morrow Meeting the Lead-
ers of Today.” Throughout the 
six-day event, Miss Bruno will 
interact with key leaders and 
news makers from the three 
branches of government, the 
media and the diplomatic 
corps. Highlights of the pro-
gram include welcoming 
remarks from the floor of 
the United States House of 
Representatives and a panel 
discussion with prominent 
journalists at the National 
Press Club. Miss Bruno will 
also meet with her senators 
and representatives or an 
appointed member of their 
staff to discuss important is-
sues facing Millerton and the 
nation. …

The views expressed 
here are not necessarily 
those of The Millerton 
News and the News 
does not support or 
oppose candidates for 
public office.

 
 We accept gifts, 

grants and sponsor-
ships from individuals 
and organizations for 
the general support of 
our activities, but our 
news judgments are 
made independently 
and not on the basis of 
donor support.

 
Letters to the edi-

tor deadline is 10 a.m. 

Monday for that week’s 

publication. No more 

than 500 words. Send 

to editor@millerton-

news.com. Please in-

clude a phone number 

for confirmation.

My take on assassination attempt

VETERAN’S 

CORNER 

Larry Conklin

This old veteran has 
flirted with death on 
a number of occasions 

during my life and I absolutely 
believe it was God’s will that 
kept me alive. There is no 
other earthly explanation. 
Why? I don’t know, perhaps 
to occupy my time these days 
helping those in need, sup-
porting local organizations 
and a few incredible others 
nationally, embracing and 
protecting family and close 
friends or just writing these 
monthly articles to the delight 
or chagrin of you readers. 

Reflecting, I put myself 
in former President Trump’s 
shoes after his attempted 
assassination. Why was he 
spared? The sloppy why, how, 
shoulda/woulda/coulda and 
ifs remain. I personally believe 
Trump was spared to save this 
nation from self-destruction. 

Despite all the government, 
institutional, political, judicial 
and assassination attempts to 
bring him down he has stood 
strong. Why? Trump is not a 
personable guy, far from it, 
though he sure knows a thing 
or two about leadership, for-

eign and domestic policy, 
national and border secu-
rity, supporting our first re-
sponders, economic common 
sense and he loves this coun-
try. Simple — use your own 
home stored energy instead 
of buying it from our enemies 
thereby reducing price which 
in turn reduces all consumer 
prices, i.e., electricity, heat-
ing, driving, food, insurance, 
rent — just surviving. May 
common sense and concern 
for the welfare and future of 
this country prevail and guide 
all of us in making righteous 
and courageous decisions this 
November when we vote for 

our and our children’s futures. 
Respect differences of opin-
ion and don’t allow politics 
destroy one single friendship. 
May this country persevere 
under freedom’s watch and 
may our children grow into 
adulthood proud of this coun-
try’s past and future. 

This is the last time I’ll 
dabble in politics this year. 
Thank you for your patience 
and understanding but I love 
this country too much not 
to give it one last shot. God 
bless you patriotic readers 
and your families. Enjoy the 
rest of summer and embrace 
this coming fall. 

Town of North East resident 
Larry Conklin is a Vietnam 
veteran and a member of both 
the Millerton American Legion 
Post 178 and the VFW Post 6851 
in North Canaan, Conn.

Your 
News millertonnews.com

Stay informed
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Join your neighbors in supporting  
The Lakeville Journal, our trusted source  
of local news and information.   
Please make a donation of any size now at  
lakevillejournal.com/donate

Join your neighbors

Oldtone fun

Dancing under the 

tent and under the sun 

at the Oldtone Festi-

val in Hillsdale from 

Sept. 5 through 8 at 

Cool Whisper Farm. 

Folk music filled the 

weekend, which in-

cluded a riotous pie-

eating contest.

PHOTOS BY OLIVIA VALENTINE

Copake plans open 

meeting Sept. 14 to air 

ideas for NYS grant

By CAROL KNEELAND

Special to The Millerton News 

COPAKE — As Copake 
citizens gather at an open 
meeting at the Town Hall at 
230 Mountainview Road, on 
Saturday, Sept. 14,  from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m., they will be do-
ing so with hope to fine tune a 
proposal which could bring a 
$4.5 million grant to revitalize 
the community. 

Town Supervisor Richard 
Wolf said the town is vying 
for one of two grants from 
the state’s NY Forward pro-
gram which is designed to 
help small towns improve in 
a number of ways.

Copake was not successful 
when it applied for last year’s 
program, but Wolf feels that 
although it is a challenge, this 
year, “We are likely to have a 
good shot.” 

With a due date of Oct. 
18 for proposal submission 
to the state, he says “prepa-
ration time is very short, so 
we’re busy at work on getting 
this organized.”

As this is the second time 

around for Copake, Wolf says, 
“We have a good idea of some 
of the proposals that we want 
to do, assuming that the folks 
who were involved in them  
last time around are again 
preparing to participate, so 
we have a good base of things 
we intend to do. What we’re 
hoping that we’ll hear at the 
first meeting is support for 
those ideas as well as some 
new ones.” 

The town has set a dead-
line of Sunday, Sept. 15, the 
day after the meeting as a 
deadline for new proposals 
so, “we can get those ideas 
in so we have some time to 
develop them.”

He explained, “What we 
are looking for are quality 
proposals that can have the 
most important impact on 
what they call ‘placemaking,’ 
which means sort of strength-
ening the ‘downtown’... to 
make it easier for pedestrians 
to transverse it and to make it 
more appealing for people to 
come town and to be pedes-
trians in it.” 

With the ultimate aim of 

stimulating economic growth 
by creating jobs and afford-
able housing, Wolf made 
it very clear that this grant 
would have an impact on the 
entire area, and so he is hop-
ing as many residents as pos-
sible become involved. 

According to the state’s de-
scription of NY Forward, the 
program for which Copake is 
applying, was “not designed 
to fund one large, expensive 
project. Rather, NY Forward 
applicants should develop a 
full suite of synergistic proj-
ects…that may include one 
or two substantial anchor 
projects supplemented by a 
variety of smaller supportive 
projects.”

Wolf says the town is hop-
ing to gain as much support 
as possible for the proposal 
by both this meeting and a 
second one which is as yet 
unscheduled.

Extensive information, 
as well as a link to submit 
proposals and to complete 
a survey is  available at co-
pakewaterfronts.com/ny-
forward.

Dutchess County Board of Elections

Early voting deadlines approach 

By CAROL KNEELAND

Special to the Millerton News

POUGHKEEPSIE — Run-
ning a “free and fair” election, 
ensuring that as many people 
as possible vote, and making 
sure every vote counts and is 
counted, are the goals of the 
Dutchess County Board of 
Elections according to Com-
missioner Hannah Black. She 
says that in order to accom-
plish it all, New York provides 
a number of ways to register 
and vote in the upcoming 
Nov. 5 election. 

In addition to traditional 
voting at precinct sites, New 
York residents may opt for 
early voting at 8 locations, 
early voting by mail, or two 
types of absentee voting with 
ballots either mailed or deliv-
ered to a polling location or 
the Board of Elections at 112 
Delafield St., Poughkeepsie.

Details regarding every 
aspect of the election are 
available online at elections.
dutchessny.gov. Black em-
phasizes that the staff at the 
Board are always willing to 
answer questions either in 
person or by phone at 845-
486-2473. 

Although there are cur-
rently a number of organi-
zations and sites designed 
to distribute information or 
even applications or ballots to 
voters, Black cautions against 
relying on any other than offi-
cial Dutchess County or state 
sites.

Voter registration

No matter the method of 
voting, the first step in par-
ticipation is Registration. If a 
potential voter is not certain if 
they are registered, they may 
check their status through the 
above site by selecting “Am I 
Registered to Vote?” Provid-
ing name, date of birth and zip 
code will confirm registration 
and current polling location 
as well as providing other 
options.

If a voter is not listed, 
Black says registration may 
be accomplished either by 
picking up  or downloading 
the proper form, filling it out 
and returning it according to 

directions included. Poten-
tial voters may also register 
through the online portal at 
elections.ny.gov/voter-reg-
istration-process. The portal 
will require a New York State 
ID, which may be obtained 
through that site.

Registration must be “re-
ceived at least 10 days before 
the next election,” according 
to site.

A signature, which is nec-
essary for verification when 
voting by any means, can be 
included when the registra-
tion form is mailed or deliv-
ered or by taking a photo of 
the signature and submitting 
it through the portal.

 
Early voting

Once registered, voters 
may opt for in person early 
voting which will run Sun-
day, Oct. 27 through Sunday, 
Nov. 3. Black says this year 
there will be twice as many 
sites as there were in 2016, 
in hopes of shorter lines. 
Dutchess County residents 
may vote at any of the loca-
tions by giving their name, 
address and signature.  Most 
regular polling places will 
not be open for Early Vot-
ing. Times and locations are 
listed at elections.dutchessny.
gov/early-voting/. 

To request a ballot for early 
voting by mail, go to ballo-
tapplication.elections.ny.gov/
home/earlymail. That regis-
tration will apply only to the 
upcoming Nov. 5 election. No 
reason need be given in order 
to receive that ballot. 

Absentee voting

Voters may also opt for 
absentee ballots for any of a 
number of reasons including 
absence, illness, a disability, or 
residence in a nursing home, 
veterans facility, or even 
prison if the crime is not a 
felony. Two types of absen-
tee ballots are available: tem-
porary or permanent. Ballots 
are automatically sent to the 
permanent registrants as long 
as that status is not changed. 

Black cautions, however, 
that if a voter is registered for 
a permanent absentee ballot, 
they should not request nor 

use another application or 
ballot for early vote by mail, 
some of which are being dis-
tributed by various organi-
zations, because use of that 
ballot may remove the voter 
from the permanent absentee 
ballot request roll. 

Deadlines

No matter what form of 
voting is chosen, time is of 
the essence. If deadlines are 
not met, ballots will not be 
counted.

According to the state elec-
tion website, applications for 
early mail ballots must be re-
ceived by the board by Oct. 
26, “no later than 10 days be-
fore the election.” In person 
applications are due “no later 
than the day before the elec-
tion.”

She says ballots, which 
are in the process of being 
prepared, will be mailed out 
beginning on Sept. 20. If a 
ballot is not received within 
a few weeks of submitting an 
application, the voter should 
contact the board. 

Ballots may be requested 
and returned at any time 
which meets deadlines but 
she suggests, “The sooner the 

better.” Election day, Tuesday, 
Nov. 5, is the last day to either 
deliver a ballot to any poll site 
or have it postmarked. 

Instructions for returning 
ballots, including a date and 
signature and the proper use 
of the envelopes provided is 
critical. If any error is noted, 
the Board will attempt to 
“cure” the problem by con-
tacting the voter by phone, 
email, text or mail so the bal-
lot may be corrected and the 
vote may be registered.

She says anyone who has 
any questions or concerns 
should call the Board of Elec-
tions at 845-486-2473.
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24 HR Lt. Duty & Heavy Duty Towing & Recovery Services
CERTIFIED AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS

SERVING THE TRI-STATE AREA FOR OVER 45 YEARS

2 North Elm Street
Canaan, CT 06018

Day (860) 824-5802
Night (413) 229-3308

arnoldstow@comcast.net
Fax (860) 824-1346

Gift Certificates Available

Arnold Agar, Owner

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro 

An ASE Certifi ed 
Technician

Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Rain or Shine
428 Rt. 216, Stormville, NY

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

Showing off her finished beaded lanyard designed to hold her library card, Riley Piz-

zuto of Millbrook was pleased to have participated in the craft session at Millbrook 

Library on Wednesday, Sept. 4. The crafting hour celebrated National Library Card 

Month.

Library cards and lanyards 

at the Millbrook Library

By LEILA HAWKEN

Special to the Millerton News

MILLBROOK — One of 
a continuing series of craft-
ing sessions at the Millbrook 
Library, a children’s craft 
hour on Wednesday, Sept. 4 
sought to teach children the 
art of creating beaded lan-
yards that could be simply 
decorative or have an added 
advantage of holding a library 
card. The event was in ob-
servance of National Library 
Card Month.

Having wrapped up her 
first day of school as a fifth-
grade student at Alden Place 
Elementary School in Mill-
brook, Riley Pizzuto partici-

pated in the craft hour at the 
library, one of her favorite 
places to visit.

The craft hour was led by 
Kate Anderson, Children’s 
Literacy Coordinator at the 
library since July, 2022. She 
provided instruction and en-
couragement, although Riley 
was adept at selecting just the 
right beads for what she en-
visioned. 

“I love new things,” Ri-
ley said, adding that she has 
five new paintings at home 
waiting to be hung and even 
has a devoted crafting area 
at home.

Assessing that she had “a 
great first day at school,” Riley 
responded to a question about 
whether she is the smartest 
student in her class.

“It depends on who’s ask-

ing,” she said.
Library Director Court-

ney Tsahalis spoke of the 
expanding importance of 
libraries within their com-
munities in terms of the va-
riety of services provided to 
visitors.

“A library card is one of the 
most valuable things a person 
can have, not just for books 
these days, but for programs 
and services,” Tsahalis said. 
“Some of the most important 
people in my life were librar-
ians,” she added.

Anderson said that the 
crafting hours offering useful 
and easy crafts for all ages are 
scheduled for every Wednes-
day after school, beginning at 
4 p.m.  For a list of sessions, 
go to www.millbrooklibrary.
org.

July real estate 

transfers in Amenia

By CHRISTINE BATES

Special to the Millerton News

AMENIA —  July was a 
busy month in Amenia with 
four purchases by Laurel-
brooke Heifer LLC, two 
multi-million dollar transfers 
at Silo Ridge and five sales 
of single family residences 
below $500,000. According 
to OneKey MLS there are 16 
homes for sale with eight un-
der $500,000 and five over $1 
million. There are seven rental 
homes but none for less than 
$3,500.

Laurelbrooke LLC pur-
chased the four properties 
below in the month of July.

— 24.5 acres of agricultural 
land at 98 Leedsville Road.

— A single-family home at 
89 Leedsville Road on 1.8 acres 
for $246,781.

— Parcel number 494592 
on Leedsville Road of 
8.06 acres in 2 parcels for 
$4,548,507.

— Parcel # 942880 on De-
pot Hill Road of 40 acres for 
$118,476.

Other Amenia 

July Transfers

405 Pheasant Run — 3 bed-
room/3 bath townhouse in Silo 

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

The house at 19 Yellow City Road is situated well off 

the road on 3.57 acres. The three bedroom home sold 

for $499,000 in July, the most expensive single family 

residence excluding Silo Ridge.

Ridge sold for $6,000,000.
22  Roundabout Way at Silo 

Ridge sold for $2,605,309.
378 Old Route 22 — 3 bed-

room/2 bath house on one 
acre sold for $400,000.

19 Yellow City Road — 3 
bedroom/2 bath house on 3.57 
acres sold for $499,000.

128 Mygatt Road — 2 bed-
room/1 bath house sold for 
$295,000.

36 Furnace Bank Road — 
the former Union Society of 
Amenia sold this church on .12 
acres for $20,000 to Wassaic 
Project Inc.

* Town of Amenia real 
estate sales recorded between 
July 1, 2024, and July 31, 2024 
sourced from Dutchess Coun-
ty Real Property Tax Service 
Agency. Information on active 
listings taken from First Key 
MLS. Parcel numbers refer to 
parcel designation by Dutchess 
County and may be accessed on 
Dutchess Parcel Access. Only 
transfers with consideration are 
included. Compiled by Chris-
tine Bates, Real Estate Advisor 
with William Pitt Sotheby’s In-
ternational Realty, Licensed in 
CT and NY.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

The following information 
was provided by the Dutchess 
County Sheriff’s Office as the 
Harlem Valley area activity re-
port for Aug. 28 to Sept. 4.

Aug. 30 — Deputies re-
sponded to 103 Church St. in 
the Village of Millbrook for 
report of a possible domestic 
incident. Investigation con-
firmed a boyfriend/girlfriend 
domestic had occurred. Mat-

ter resolved without further 
police intervention.  

Aug. 31 — Deputies re-
sponded to Berkshire Apart-
ments, 214 Sinpatch Road in 
the Town of Amenia for re-
ported boyfriend/girlfriend 
domestic. Investigation re-
vealed that the male half has 
fled the scene prior to depu-
ties arrival.  Investigation is 
on-going at this time.  

By PATRICK L. 

SULLIVAN

patricks@lakevillejournal.com

SALISBURY, Conn. — 
Public comment was uni-
formly negative at the first 
session of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission’s pub-
lic hearing on the renovation 
and expansion of the Wake 
Robin Inn, held online on 
Tuesday, Sept. 3.

The hearing was contin-
ued to Tuesday, Sept. 17, 6 
p.m. (online only).

The plans include renova-
tions to the existing Inn, re-
moval of existing detached 
motel buildings in favor of a 
new events barn, 12 new guest 
cottages, renovation of one 
existing cottage, a new spa/
gym building and associated 
amenities, landscaping and 
buffer enhancements, remov-
al and restoration of former 
inground pool, removal of the 
existing main structure at 53 
Wells Hill Road in favor of 
a new pool house, inground 
pool, renovation of one exist-
ing garage for storage on the 
Wells Hill property, one new 
storage shed on the Inn prop-
erty and associated walkway, 
driveway and parking im-
provements throughout the 
property.

Mark Arrigoni of SLR 
Consulting in Cheshire han-
dled the bulk of the presen-
tation.

He began by noting there 
are two parcels involved: The 
existing Wake Robin Inn at 
11.3 acres, and 53 Wells Hill 
Road, currently a residential 
parcel at 2.3 acres.

Plus AT&T’s contractor is 
planning to begin construc-
tion on a cellphone tower on 
a leased portion of the Wake 
Robin property Nov. 1, Ar-
rigoni said.

Steven Cohen of Aradev 
LLC gave an overview of the 
plan for the Wake Robin, say-
ing the intention is to bring 
it “back to what it was many 
years ago,” a full resort with 
numerous recreational activi-
ties.

The plan is to expand the 
hotel to 71 rooms, add 12 new 
guest cottages built above 
ground and under the tree 

Neighbors voice concerns 

over Wake Robin expansion

canopy as much as possible, 
a new spa and gym building, 
a new pool with an associated 
bar, and an events barn.

Arrigoni said he is in the 
process of responding to a 
third party engineering study 
of the plan. The applicant is 
also currently before the 
Salisbury Inland Wetlands 
and Watercourses Commis-
sion.

During public comment 
many concerns were raised. 
They included: Water flow-
ing off the inn property into 
neighboring properties on 
Sharon Road; light pollution; 
noise, especially if events go 
as far into the evening as 2 
a.m. (despite the applicant’s 
assurance that all activities 
will be moved inside by 9 
p.m.).

The Wells Hill Road neigh-
bors were particularly vocal 
about the idea of a pool and 
gym plus parking interfering 
with their neighborhood’s 
quiet nature, both visually 
and aurally.

Angela Cruger said that 
she had only received notice 
of the hearing in late August, 
and had hired an attorney. 
She said she did not have time 
to study and prepare for the 
hearing.

P&Z chair Michael Kl-
emens assured Cruger (and 
her attorney) that the hearing 
would be continued and that 

extending the deadline for 
closing a hearing is routine.

Klemens asked the com-
mission if a third party should 
be hired to do a peer review 
on the applicant’s traffic 
study, and the commission 
agreed.

Invest With Us
The Millerton News is investing in reporters 
and new ways to deliver trusted news in our 
communities. But we need your help.  
Please make a donation of any size now at  
millertonnews.com/donate

Email news and photos to editor@millertonnews.com



POOL Continued from Page A1

A8          THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, September 12, 2024

Realtor® at Large
With winter coming, Eversource is 
committed to helping homeowners 
make their homes more energy 
efficient, which will help in keeping 
the costs of operating the house 
down to affordable levels. To this 
end, Eversource offers a variety of 
programs to help the consumer, 
including energy audits, which 
cost 75 dollars. The average 
improvements are 950 dollars, not a 
bad return to start with. Depending 
on this audit, there could be 
generous rebates and incentives 
on furnaces, etc. if needed. Finally, 
if one is on a fixed income or is 
qualify as lower income, there are 
wide range of support programs. 
To find out more, please visit:  
www.eversource.com/content/
residential/save-money-energy/
energy-efficiency-programs/home-
energy-solutions

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

Housatonic
Heritage Walks

2024
Celebrate our heritage through 

hiking, walking & bikeing

www.heritage-hikes.org

Enjoy more than 70 FREE 
guided adventures 

on five autumn weekends
SSeepptteemmbbeerr 77 && 88

SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1144 && 1155 
SSeepptteemmbbeerr 2211 && 2222
SSeepptteemmbbeerr 2288 && 2299 

OOccttoobbeerr 55 && 66

Trinity Lime Rock
Open Juried 
Art Show
Starts Friday, Sept. 13
   Reception at 5 PM 
Show open weekends
   Sept. 14-22
  noon to 4:00 PM

  Sunday School 
  Classes 
  Weekly at 9:30 AM
  Learn about the Bible 
  and have fun too!

St. Francis Day
Sunday, October 6 
  8 and 10:30 AM
  All pets blessed!

484 Lime Rock Rd.
Lakeville, CT

Www.trinitylimerock.org
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

Art by Kathy Kulig

PHOTO SUBMITTED

An artist’s rendering of the what a swimming pool and poolhouse in Eddie Collins Park in Millerton could look like. 

Denney Pool as a kid and made 
many friends there, some I still 
keep in contact with.

“The pool served the com-
munity well for 50 years until 
closing in 2016. It’s taken eight 
long years, but I’m pleased 
that people will once again be 
swimming in Millerton in the 
not-too-distant future.

“I’m grateful for the sup-
port from our leaders and 
donors and extremely proud 
of the work done by the Com-
mittee,” Waite said.

The NY SWIMS grant 
program was included in the 
2025 New York state bud-
get. In May, Village trustees 
voted to apply for a $6.385 
million grant. The first round 
of applications for municipal 
swimming facilities were due 
in July.

The Village also has applied 
for a $675,000 grant through 
New York State Parks, Recre-
ation and Historic Preserva-
tion and has yet to hear news 
about that application.

The latest news follows a 
Millerton visit in late July by 
Carl Heastie, Speaker of the 
New York State Assembly, and 
State Rep. Didi Barrett (D-106) 
to announce that the Phase 2 
renovation of the park will 
have its funding ensured.

The pool will be ADA-com-
pliant like the rest of the park. 

“This will make the entirety 
of park accessible,” said Mayor 
Najdek. 

Under the NY SWIMS pro-
gram, grants are offered to “to 
acquire, design, construct or 
reconstruct facilities, provide 
major renovations, improve-
ments, and modernization or 
rehabilitation of swimming 
facilities.”

Municipalities are expected 
to cover 20% of the project 
cost.

“We will be able to use all 
of our other grant funding 
sources as matches, as a 20% 
percent match… if we receive 
the other (grant) that we ap-

plied for that could be used as 
a match, and as promised, if 
we get any money from the 
speaker, we can use that as a 
match too,” Najdek said at a 
Village Board meeting Mon-
day, Sept. 9.  

“I think we may have to 
talk about personnel, as far as 
potentially bringing someone 
in between five and ten hours 
a week in this office or as a 
subcontractor to do grant ad-
ministration for this is a much 
larger grant than we’ve ever 
had,” the mayor added.

The park’s first swimming 
pool was installed in 1966 in 
the rear southwestern corner 
of the park. Over time, the 
high water table lifted and 
cracked the pool. Ground-
water infiltration prevented 
the pool’s water from heating 
up even on hot summer days. 
Repairs were attempted but 
fewer and fewer people came 
to swim, and Millerton’s sum-
mer camp was moved to Rudd 
Pond in 2015.

Last summer the park’s 
revitalization committee 
presented the Phase 2 plans. 
Construction on Phase 1 — 
regrading of the park, a new 
entrance and paved parking 
areas, a soccer field, acces-
sible playground upgrades, 
new basketball courts and 
pavilion improvements—was 
completed in 2022.

Other big NY SWIMS 
grants among the 11 an-
nounced over Labor Day for 
the Mid-Huston region in-
clude: 

Dutchess County — ($10 
million) Youth Opportu-
nity Union Aquatic Center: 
Dutchess County will con-
struct the Youth Opportu-
nity Union Aquatic Center, 
comprised of an eight-lane 
lap pool, a two-lane family 
and therapy pool, and locker 
rooms. 

City of Kingston — 
($3,343,345) Kingston Point 
Beach Swimming Facilities: 

TOWN BOARD Continued from Page A1

NBT Bancorp announces merger with 

Evans Bancorp in western New York

By JOHN COSTON

Johnc@millertonnews.com

NBT Bancorp, Inc. and 
Evans Bancorp, Inc., have 
announced plans to merge 
Evans, a western New York 
bank,  into NBT. 

The announcement was 
made after the close of the 
market on Monday, Sept. 9.

Evans, which is headquar-
tered in Williamsville, New 
York, in Erie County had as-
sets of $2.2 billion as of June 
30 with 18 locations in the 
Buffalo and Rochester mar-
kets. NBT’s assets as of June 
30 totaled $13.5 billion, and 
the bank has 154 locations in 
seven Northeastern states. 

“The combined organi-
zation will have the highest 
deposit market share in Up-
state New York for any bank 
with assets under $100 billion 
and will result in a network of 
over 170 locations from Buf-
falo, New York, to Portland, 

Maine,” the two banks said in 
a statement. 

NBT President and Chief 
Executive Officer Scott A. 
Kingsley said, “Adding the 
greater Buffalo and Rochester 
communities to the markets 
served by NBT is a natural 
geographic extension of our 
footprint in Upstate New 
York where we have been 
very active and successful for 
nearly 170 years.” 

In August 2023, NBT 
completed a merger with 
Salisbury Bank and Trust. 
The merger ended an almost 
100-year era for the Salisbury 
Bank and Trust nameplate. 
In 1925, the Salisbury Sav-
ings Society, dating to 1848 
in Lakeville, Connecticut, 
merged with the Robbins 
Burrall Trust Co. to form 
SBT.

NBT’s primary subsidiary, 
NBT Bank, has 107 locations 
in Upstate New York, stretch-
ing west to east from Syracuse 

to the Capital District and 
north to south from Platts-
burgh to Binghamton and the 
Hudson Valley. 

According to a statement 
from both banks, NBT will 
acquire 100% of the out-
standing shares of Evans in 
exchange for common shares 
of NBT. The exchange ratio 
will be fixed at 0.91 NBT 
shares for each share of Ev-
ans, resulting in an aggregate 
transaction value of approxi-
mately $236 million based on 
NBT’s closing stock price of 
$46.28 on September 6, 2024. 
The merger was unanimously 

approved by the Boards of Di-
rectors of both companies.

“We are very excited to be 
joining the NBT family and 
bringing the next generation 
of community banking to 
Buffalo, Rochester and the 
Finger Lakes,” said David J. 
Nasca, Evans President and 
Chief Executive Officer. 

The merger is expected to 
close in the second quarter 
of 2025, subject to the satis-
faction of customary closing 
conditions, including ap-
proval by the shareholders of 
Evans and the receipt of re-
quired regulatory approvals.

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES 

The City of Kingston will 
implement a design of multi-
tiered raised terraces to con-
nect upland areas on either 
side of the existing beach to 
provide flood mitigation and 
protect the interior of Kings-
ton Point against sea level rise. 

City of Newburgh — ($8 
million) Delano Hitch Aquat-
ics Center: The City of New-
burgh will construct a new 
aquatic center to replace the 
pool complex originally con-
structed in 1920.

of the Trail to the Train and 
the other concerning the trails 
around the retired landfill 
property.

Warped wooden handrails 
along the boardwalk have 
separated from the guard rails 
creating a hazard, said Shou-
matoff who served as chair-
woman of the Trail to Train 
Committee. She also said that 
vegetation has overgrown the 
boardwalk in places, damag-

ing the wood underneath. 
Feeling that maintenance is 
likely to be a town responsi-
bility, she asked that the Town 
Board take necessary action.

Blackman agreed to re-
search the issues raised by 
Shoumatoff and report back 
at a future meeting. Rebillard 
confirmed that snow removal 
along the trail to train board-
walk is the town’s responsibil-
ity and town Finance Director 

Charlie Miller also confirmed 
that the town is responsible 
for boardwalk maintenance, 
suggesting that snowplow-
ing may have contributed to 
wood surface damage.

Reminding the Town 
Board that Thomas Young 
Park and walking trails 
around the decommissioned 
town landfill were to be kept 
open to the public for recre-
ation, Shoumatoff said that 
the gate is now locked and the 
park and trails inaccessible, 
although there is what she 
termed a “nice parking area.” 
She noted that the Town of 
Sharon is charged with main-
tenance and mowing of the 
landfill expanse in perpetuity, 
and asked how their mainte-
nance crews are managing 
access.

Having reviewed maps 
showing areas where a can-
nabis dispensary could be 
allowed while meeting all re-
quirements for distance from 
parks, schools, and churches, 
the board continued discus-
sion of the drafting of a law 

by the board attorney. The 
drafted wording would then 
be passed on to the Planning 
Board for their review.

Blackman noted that the 
Planning Board will be likely 
to consider its regulations 
about agricultural growers 
allowed to have a farm stand 
that sells cannabis. He also 
asked about parking require-
ments.

Councilmember Paul Win-
ters responded that New York 
state regulations governing 
cannabis sales fully specify 
parking arrangements.

Board attorney Ian Lindars 
agreed to draft a local dispen-
sary law for consideration at 
the next Town Board meeting 
on Thursday, Sept. 19.

Resident Judy Moran sug-
gested that the Town Board 
implement a second “Public 
Comment” segment near the 
end of each meeting to al-
low residents in attendance 
to comment on what was 
discussed. Blackman and the 
board seemed amenable to 
the idea.

Right,  Stephen 

Waite, chair of the 

Eddie Collins Me-

morial Park Re-

vitalization Com-

mittee, with Jeanne 

Vanecko, vice chair, 

at a public meeting  

on Aug. 17, 2023, 

about phase two of 

the park’s redesign. 
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Silent cinema, 
live magic

MUSIC: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

Crescendo’s upcoming 
tribute to Wanda Landowska

MUSIC: ROBIN RORABACK

...... Continued on next page

At � e 
Movies

The Smithfi eld Presbyterian Church
656 Smithfi eld Valley Road, Amenia NY 12501
TheSmithfi eldChurch.org
Suggested Donation at the door: $25, to benefi t
The Oratorio Society of New York, All are welcome.
Reception to follow. Handicapped accessible.

The Smithf ie ld  Church
Presents

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2024
3:30 PM

Kent Tritle of the New York Philharmonic and acclaimed New 
York cellist, Arthur Fiacco, will perform classical and modern 
works in the intimate setting of The Smithfi eld Church.

KENT TRITLE
Organ

ARTHUR FIACCO, JR.
Cello

Photo: Joshua South

Open for lunch  
starting August 22

Thursday - Saturday 11:30-2:30

192 Sharon Road, Lakeville, CT 06039
(860) 435-0578 | www.thewoodlandrestaurant.com

A  C o u n t r y  R e s t a u r a n tA  C o u n t r y  R e s t a u r a n t

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 1 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Now  
Showing

9/13, 14, 18, 19
7:00 pm

BEETLEJUICE  
BEETLEJUICE  - PG-13

REAGAN - PG-13

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS

FRI 09/13 > THU 09/19 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

→

BETWEEN THE TEMPLES
BEETLEJUICE, 
BEETLEJUICE

Sat. Sep. 14 @ 6:30 PM
WHEN MY 
SLEEPING 

DRAGON WOKE
+Q&A with

SHARON WASHINGTON
& Director CHUCK SCHULTZ

Thu. Sep. 12 @ 6:30 PM
& Sun. Sept. 15 @ 1:30 PM

NT Live
Jodie Comer in
PRIMA FACIE

SUGARCANE

DIDI

Great Art on Screen
FLORENCE & THE UFFIZI GALLERY
Tuesday, Sep. 17 @ 6:30 PM

On Saturday, Sept. 
7, Gordon Hall at 
Music Mountain 

was transformed into 
a time machine, trans-
porting the audience for 
a 1920’s spectacular of 
silent films and live mu-
sic. Featuring interna-
tionally acclaimed silent 
film musicians Donald 
Sosin and Joanna Seaton, 
the evening began with 
a singalong of songs by 
Gershwin, Irving Berlin 
and more. Lyrics for fa-
vorites like “Ain’t We Got 
Fun,” “Yes Sir That’s My 
Baby,” and “Ain’t Misbe-
havin’” were projected on 
the screen and Sosin and 
Seaton lead the crowd 
with an easeful joy. The 
couple then retreated 
to the side of the stage 
where they provided 
the live and improvised 
score for Buster Keaton’s 
1922 short, “Cops,” and 
his 1924 comedy, “Sher-

lock Jr.”
Joanna Seaton and 

Donald Sosin, a hus-
band-and-wife duo, have 
crafted a singular career, 
captivating audiences at 
some of the world’s most 
prestigious film festi-
vals—New York, TriBeCa, 
San Francisco, Seattle, 
Denver, Telluride, and 
Yorkshire among them. 
Their performances have 
graced venerable insti-
tutions like MoMA, Film 
at Lincoln Center, the 
AFI Silver Theatre, and 
Moscow’s celebrated Lu-
mière Gallery. Their me-
lodic journey has taken 
them to far-flung locales 
such as the Thailand Si-
lent Film Festival and the 
Jecheon International 
Music and Film Festival 
in South Korea. Notably, 
Seaton and Sosin have 
become a fixture at Ita-

On Sept. 14, 
Crescendo, the 
award-winning 

music program based 
in Lakeville, will pres-
ent a harpsichord solo 
recital by Kenneth Weiss 
in honor of world-re-
nowned harpsichordist 
Wanda Landowska. 
Landowska lived in 
Lakeville from 1941 to 
1959. Weiss is a professor 
at the Paris Conserva-
toire and has taught at 
Julliard. Born in New 
York, he now resides in 
Europe. 

Weiss will play selec-
tions from “A Treasury 
of Harpsichord Music.” 
It includes works by 
Baroque composers such 
as Bach, Mozart, and 
Handel. It was recorded 
by Landowska at her 
Lakeville home, at 63 
Millerton Road, which 
overlooks Lakeville Lake. 
Weiss said, “I am hon-
ored and excited to play 
in Lakeville, where Wan-
da Landowska lived.” 

Landowska fled Nazi 
Germany in 1941 with 
two of her students one 
of whom was Denise 
Restout, who later 
became her companion 
of many years, and a 
harpsichord in a box. 
They landed in New York. 
Landowski performed 
the Goldberg Variations 
of Johann Sebastian 
Bach at New York Town 
Hall to “Incredible suc-
cess.” She then looked 
around for a place to 
live and found Lakeville 
where she resided until 
her death in 1959.

Kenneth Weiss made 
“a pilgrimage “to Lakev-
ille in the 1980’s. “Ma-
dame Restout received 
us in the kitchen of the 
home she shared with 
Landowska. From the 
two Pleyel Harpsichords 
to Landowska concert 
gowns on display it felt 
as if Landowska had just 
stepped out.” 

Wanda Landowska 
was a child prodigy. 
Christine Gevert, Found-
ing Artistic Director 
of Crescendo said that 
Landowska “went way 
beyond the harpsichord 
to other instruments.”  

Landowska commis-
sioned music from com-
posers and wrote some 
of her own. She also had 
harpsichords built to or-
der. She founded a music 
school in Paris where 
she “invited her students 
to come and stay on the 
property as if they were 
her own children.”  She 
often became a lifelong 
mentor to students. 

Landowska also 
authored many articles, 
some of which were 
translated from Polish 
and French and made 
into a book by her life 
partner Denise Restout 
who was left to take care 
of Landowska’s legacy 
when she died. Most 
of Landowska’s papers 
are in the Smithsonian, 
unfortunately still boxed 
up. 

One reason for Land-
owska’s fame was that 
“she changed the course 
of music and how people 
perceived and enjoyed 
it.” She had a Bauhaus 
architect, Jean-Charles 
Moreux, design a concert 
hall, near Paris in the 
1920’s, which was filled 
with light, in contrast to 
most darkened theaters. 
She had a low stage built 
so she could be close to 
the audience and would 
bring a carpet and lamp 
from home “to create 
ambience” said Gevert. 
Landowska had a “Ho-
listic concept and made 
performances more 
attractive and accessible. 
She was one of the first 
performers to talk to the 
audience.” 

The concert will be at 
the Lakeville Method-
ist Church at 6 p.m. on 
Sept. 14. It is presented 
with special support by 
Leszek Wojcik, famed 
Carnegie Hall recording 
engineer who lives in 
Lakeville. Wojcik “under-
stands the importance of 
Landowska’s legacy,” said 
Gevert, and works with 
Crescendo to preserve it. 

Tickets are available 
at www.crescendomusic.
org or at the door, first 
come, first serve, for-
ty-five minutes before 
the concert. Prices are 
forty dollars for general 

seats, ten dollars for 
youths or seventy-five 
for an up-close seat. 

Support for the 
concert has also been 
provided to Crescendo 
by the Connecticut State 

Department of Econom-
ic and Community De-
velopment/Connecticut 
Office of the Arts (COA) 
from the Connecticut 
State Legislature, and 
NBT Bank.

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Kenneth Weiss (above) will play a solo recital performance in honor 
of Wanda Landowska, a harpischord virtuoso, who lived in Lakeville 
for many years. Below, Madame Wanda Landowska, world famous 
harpsichordist and resident of Lakeville from 1941 until her death in 
1959, will be honored in a concert presented by Crescendo and featuring  
a performance by Kenneth Weiss, renowned harpsichord soloist and 
professor at the Paris Conservatoire.

PHOTO BY NATALIA ZUKERMAN

The live audience at Music Mountain takes in a 
silent film Sept. 7.
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WHDD AM 1020  
Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

17 Cobble Rd.
Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-9851
noblehorizons.org

Joe literally wrote the 
book on slide rules! 
View this one-of-a-kind 
Exhibit on weekends 
from 11-4 through 
September 29th in the 
Learning Center.

Noble
HORIZONS

Joe Soper Presents:
The History of Slide Rules

Desperately seeking Susan Seidelman
FILM: NATALIA ZUKERMAN

On Thursday, Sept. 
19 at 6 p.m., Hay-
stack Book Talks 

will present a special 
evening with director 
Susan Seidelman, author 
of “Desperately Seeking 
Something: A Memoir 
About Movies, Mothers, 
and Material Girls.” Part 
of the Haystack Book 
Festival run by Michael 
Selleck, the event will 
take place at the Nor-
folk Library, featuring a 
conversation with Mark 
Erder after a screening 
of the 1984 classic, “Des-
perately Seeking Susan.”

Susan Seidelman’s 
fearless debut film, 
“Smithereens,” pre-
miered in 1982 and was 
the first American indie 
film to ever compete 
at Cannes. Then came 
“Desperately Seeking 
Susan,” a smash hit that 
not only solidified her 
place in Hollywood 
but helped launch 
Madonna’s career. Her 
films, blending classic 
Hollywood storytelling 
with New York’s down-
town energy, feature 
unconventional women 
navigating unique lives. 
Seidelman continued to 
shape pop culture into 
the ’90s, directing the 
pilot for “Sex and the 
City.” Four decades later, 
Seidelman’s stories are 
still as sharp, funny, and 
insightful as ever.

Interview
Natalia Zukerman: 

How has it been for you 
watching the film all 
these years later?

Susan Seidelman: 
It’s been interesting to 
watch it with multi-gen-
erational audiences. You 
never know whether 
something’s going to 
pass the test of time, but 
I think it does. 

NZ: You write in the 
opening of your mem-
oir, “If how one sees the 
world is a reflection of 
who they are (and I be-
lieve it is), then you can 
look at the world reflect-
ed in any of my films and 
see little pieces of me. 
Like Where’s Waldo? I’m 
hidden somewhere in 
each of them.” So where 
are you hidden in “Des-
perately Seeking Susan?”

SS: Well, I’m not so 
hidden in that. I’m a little 
bit of both characters, 
really. I mean, I was a 
girl who grew up in the 
suburbs, but I was also 
that rebellious girl from 
the suburbs who moved 
to New York City to live 
a different kind of life. 
It’s really about wanting 
to be your authentic 
self, that within all of us, 
there’s this other person 
that we sometimes want 
to let out.

NZ: Was there pres-
sure for you to top the 
success of “Susan”?

SS: You know, no one 
expected this movie to 
be successful. It was 
made for $5 million, 
which for a studio movie 
was low. We shot it in 
New York, and the studio 
in LA kind of thought, 
“Oh, it’s just a little bit 
of money, we’ll leave 
them alone.” And then 
surprisingly, Madonna 
became such a superstar 
at the exact moment 
that we were making the 
movie. That was some-
thing that we couldn’t 
have planned any better. 
So, suddenly the film 
got way more attention 
critically as well as com-
mercially than we ever 
expected. I knew that at 
some point, people were 

looking over my shoul-
der saying, ‘What are you 
going to do next?’ People 
were paying attention.

NZ: And was that hard 
or demanding of you in a 
new way?

SS: There’s something 
in the film industry 
called “the sophomore 
slump” so I knew that 
whatever I did next 
was going to be viewed 
differently because of the 
success of “Susan.”

(Seidelman’s third film 
was “Making Mr. Right” 
which came out in 1987 
and starred John Malkov-
ich and Ann Magnuson.) 

SS: “It’s an AI roman-
tic comedy. It’s about a 
woman who falls in love 
with an android that she 

gets to program. It’s sort 
of a Pygmalion story. She 
creates what she thinks 
is the perfect man, and 
then she falls in love with 
her creation. 

NZ: Tell me about “Sex 
and The City.” How did 
that come about?

SS: That came about 
because Darren Star was 
a fan of “Desperately 
Seeking Susan” and a 
few of my other movies 
that are about New York 
City as much as they are 
about the characters. 
He wanted “Sex and 
The City” to be about 
the women, but to also 
be about the city. So, he 
contacted me, which 
was interesting because 
I never really wanted to 
work in television. Back 
then, it was kind of like 
the ugly stepsister to the 
movie business. I mean, 
it was great for writers 
because there was some 
wonderful writing going 
on. But by the mid late 
90s, HBO and Show-
time really  reinvented 
television and suddenly 
TV didn’t look like TV 

anymore — the language 
was bolder, the themes 
were more adult. So, 
when I got the script 
and I first heard it was 
going to be a pilot for a 
TV series, I was not that 
excited about it. And 
then I read the pilot, and 
I thought, ‘Wow, this 
is pretty amazing.’ The 
writing was smart, and 
it was about women in 
their mid 30s, and there 
weren’t that many shows 
that starred women of 
that age at that time.

NZ: So how old are 
you now, may I ask?

SS: 71
NZ: Incredible. And 

how do you feel?
SS: I feel good. I mean, 

I think another factor of 
why I wanted to write 
this book was because 
suddenly I felt I was old 
enough to kind of look 
back on my career with 
enough objectivity, with 
a filter of time, and with 
enough to say about 
it and maybe enough 
distance. And I can’t 
believe it’s been more 
than 40 years now. You 
know, I didn’t want to 
tell tales out of school or 
be snarky or vindictive. It 
wasn’t about airing dirty 
laundry or anything. I 
wanted to tell my story 
from the inside out. I 
mean after 40 years of 
reading other reviewers 
or people writing about 
what they thought I was 
doing or thought my mo-
tivation was, I thought it 
was time to do it myself.

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Top right, Susan Seidelman on set. Left, 
the cover art for Seidelman's memoir 
"Desperately Seeking Something."

ly’s renowned silent film 
festivals in Bologna and 
Pordenone, where they 
perform annually.

In addition to their 
festival appearances, 
they have brought their 
artistry to Yale, Har-
vard, Brown, Cornell, 
and Emory Universities, 
where they are frequent-
ly invited to present 
workshops on silent film 
scoring and songwriting. 
Their contributions to 
silent cinema are further 
immortalized in over 
sixty-five DVD scores for 
silent films, released by 
Criterion, Kino, Mile-

stone, Flicker Alley, and 
other prominent labels.

Seaton, a Manhattan 
native with a degree 
in Theatre Arts from 
Cornell University, has 
been lauded by The New 
York Times as a “silvery 
soprano.” Her theatrical 
résumé spans more than 
eighty Off-Broadway, 
regional, and stock pro-
ductions, and her vocal 
prowess has earned her 
a collaboration with jazz 
legend Dick Hyman at 
the 92nd Street Y. Sosin, 
originally from Rye, New 
York, and Munich, stud-
ied composition at the 

University of Michigan 
and Columbia University 
before spending years on 
Broadway. His composi-
tions have been featured 
on PBS and TCM, as well 
as providing the sonic 
backdrop for network 
soap operas and contem-
porary films.

The duo delivered a 
raucous, high-energy 
score for the two Buster 
Keaton films, bringing an 
infectious spontaneity to 
every note. Remarkably, 
as they reminded the 
audience, Seaton and 
Sosin were improvising 
the entire performance, 
yet their music perfectly 
matched Keaton’s subtle 
wit, wild gags, and iconic 
physical comedy. Percus-
sion, sound effects, and 
melody wove together 
effortlessly, amplifying 

the humor on screen and 
transforming the viewing 
into a riotous, laugh-out-
loud experience. Their 
playful synergy with 
Keaton’s films made the 
music feel like an inte-
gral part of the action, 
rather than mere accom-
paniment.

The couple currently 
reside in Lakeville, where 
their shared love for film 
and music continues to 
enrich both their own 
lives and provide won-
derful entertainment for 
the wider community. 



The Voice of Art’s 
(TVOA) Fine Art 
Festival will be 

held on Saturday and 
Sunday, Sept. 21 and 22 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
the Sharon town green. 
It is free and open to the 
public. 

The festival features 
both fine art and func-
tional art including 
paintings, mixed media, 
photography, glass, wood 
works, metal, fiber art, 
jewelry, and more with 
artists from across the 
northeastern states. There 
is also a raffle that sup-
ports The Voice of Art’s 
Fine Art Festival and local 
businesses. 

TVOA is a nonprofit 
501(c)(3) visual art orga-
nization founded in 2017 
dedicated to creating art 
experiences that enrich 
the lives of residents 
throughout the state of 
Connecticut. Their cur-
rent vision is “to provide 
meaningful integration of 
arts and cultural commu-
nity-building activities for 
residents of the Litchfield 
community.”  

TVOA is expanding 
its educational and 
health-related studio art 
program for residents of 
the Litchfield community 
and aims to reach a wider 
and diverse audience 
through such activities 
as classes, workshops, 
and outreach programs 
for community, all with 
the goal of inspiring and 
educating. 

The organization also 
aims to provide oppor-
tunities for new viewers 
to experience high-level 
artworks by emerging 
and established artists 
through accessible exhi-
bitions of their work, both 
in TVOA’s virtual gallery 
and in venues provided by 
multiple business com-
munities.    

About the process of 
selecting artists, VOA 
director Hannah Jung 
stated, “We have a Jury 
committee that reviews 
submitted online appli-
cations which include 
images of four original 
artworks. We judge and 
select artists based on 
their artistic merit and 
excellence of artwork. 
Artists should be at least 
18 years of age and the 
original creator of the 
artwork. The Fine Art 
Festival is open to visitors 
of all ages. As such, we ask 
that displayed artwork be 

suitable for viewing by all 
ages. “  

The Fine Art Festival 
coming up in late Septem-
ber differs slightly from 
the Litchfield Art Festi-
val which took place in 
May. Jung explained, “We 
changed the name from 
‘Litchfield’ to ‘TVOA’s 
Fine Art Festival’ to avoid 
any confusion caused by 
‘Litchfield’ as most people 
assume the town, not the 
county. In terms of the 
quality or characteristics 
of the show, these two are 
the same show. We simply 
offer two shows in spring 
and fall so that the com-

munity has more chances 
to experience fine art 
events and meet various 
artists. Some artists are 
returning, and some are 
new participants.”   

“At every event, we are 
pleased to hear from our 
attendees that our show 
displays high-quality fine 
artwork - mainly paint-
ings and mixed media 
rather than crafts - pre-
sented by the artists from 
multiple states in the 
northeast. Our festival 
attendees very much 
appreciate the quality 
and the uniqueness of our 
show,” Jung added. 

ART: MIKE COBB

Fine Art Festival coming to Sharon 
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THE NEWS 
THAT MATTERS 

to you

HOUSING       BUSINESSES
GOVERNMENT       SCHOOLS

NONPROFITS      THE ARTS       SPORTS       
RECREATION       LAND

RIVERS & LAKES       HISTORY
THE NORTHWEST CORNER

THE HARLEM VALLEY

860-435-9873 • 64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031

Subscribe Today
You’ll never miss vital reporting with a subscription  

to your community news source.

Just $10 monthly
Email circulation@lakevillejournal.com or call 860-435-9873 x303.

2024 marks the 127th anniversary of The Lakeville Journal. 
The first issue was August 14, 1897; William McKinley was President.  

Spanning three centuries, The Lakeville Journal has been an 
enduring witness to events in northwest Connecticut  

and adjoining New York towns. 

Now, The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News  
continue to report the news that matters to you. As a non-profit,  
we are preserving the tradition of grass-roots reporting and also 

expanding our coverage and digging deeper  
on all things vital to town life.

An Essential Resource

An anticipated fall 
favorite event at The 
Smithfield Church is the 
now-annual virtuoso 
organ performance by 
Kent Tritle, organist for 
the New York Philhar-
monic, this year to be 
joined by Arthur Fiacco, 
Jr. on Cello. The concert 
will be held on Saturday, 
Sept. 14, at 3:30 p.m. 
Proceeds will benefit the 
Oratorio Society of New 
York where Tritle serves 

MUSIC: LEILA HAWKEN

Annual Tritle organ concert at Smithfield 
as Music Director.

For the past ten years, 
Tritle has performed 
an annual concert on 
the Smithfield Church’s 
historic tracker organ, 
a favorite of his. The 
program will include 
a variety of selections, 
from classical to mod-
ern, along with Tritle’s 
incomparable commen-
tary on each. Selections 
will include organ solos 
and duets with cello, 

interpreting the works 
of Bach, Vivaldi and 
Mendelssohn, with two 
works by modern com-
posers.

Tritle serves as the 
music director for sever-
al award-winning choral 
ensembles, including 
Musica Sacra and the 
Oratorio Society of New 
York, while also serving 
as Director of Cathedral 
Music and Organist at 
the Cathedral of St. John 

the Divine. 
For the Smithfield 

concert, Tritle will be 
joined by Arthur Fiac-
co, Jr. with whom he 
has performed many 
times, usually with Tritle 
serving as conductor 
and Fiacco leading the 
orchestra’s cello section. 
It is rare to hear the two 
in a duet setting.

In addition to sitting 
as principal cellist of the 
organizations conducted 
by Tritle, Fiacco is also a 
member of the Orches-
tra of St. Luke’s. He has 
performed at renowned 
music festivals, including 
Caramoor, Tanglewood, 
Ravinia, Mostly Mozart, 
Marlboro, Music Moun-
tain and Lincoln Center 
Festivals. He has ap-
peared with Broadway’s 
Patti LuPone as a soloist, 
harpsichordist Igor Kip-
nis, Meredith Monk and 
the Mark Morris Dance 

Group.
Fiacco’s cello was 

crafted in 1730 by 
Venetian master Carlo 
Tononi.

The suggested dona-
tion at the door is $25.00. 

A reception with the 
musicians will follow the 
concert. The Smithfield 
Church, located at 656 
Smithfield Valley Road in 
Amenia, is handicapped 
accessible.

PHOTO BY JOSHUA SMITTH

Kent Tritle at the organ of the Cathedral of St. 
John the Divine in NYC.

Now 
Live!

lakevillejournal.com
A new way to get your news
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jewelers, gemologists, appraisers

— Five Generat ions of Expertise —

With a global network of  clients McTeigue & Co. is able to pay highly 
competitive prices for your diamonds and precious jewelry. If  you have pieces that 

you are considering selling please contact us to arrange for a consultation. 

— By Appointment Only  —

413-449-5275  •  mctandco.com  •  great barrington

BUYING GOLD, DIAMONDS
& ESTATE JEWELRY

est. 1895

EXPERT EVALUATIONS WHILE YOU WAIT  •  COMPETITIVE PRICES

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT  •  NO COST OR OBLIGATION

Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Engine additive
 4. A type of test
 8. Curtail
 10. Irish surname
 11. � e opposite of 

good
 12. Got rid of
 13. Central parts of a 

church building
 15. Stylistically
 16. Intestinal
 17. Negative potential 

outcomes
 18. Lived up to a 

standard
 21. Snag
 22. Time units (abbr.)
 23. Ad __
 24. “Partridge” actress 

Susan
 25. For each
 26. __ Paulo, city
 27. League titles
 34. More intensely 

black
 35. Slang for lovely
 36. Petrarch is known 

for them
 37. Old Eurasian 

wheat
 38. Body part
 39. Swedish rock 

group
 40. � ey’re worth 

avoiding
 41. Rising and falling 

of the voice
 42. Wings
 43. Enzyme import 

for respiration

 CLUES DOWN
 1. Idyllic
 2. South Paci� c island 

nations
 3. Shrub of the olive 

family
 4. Boundaries
 5. Encircle
 6. Weights
 7. Samberg is one
 9. Sheep sound
 10. European country

 12. Respected group of 
people

 14. Trigraph
 15. Prosecutors
 17. Assign a nickname
 19. Huge size
 20. Partner to cheese
 23. Fastballs
 24. Principle 

underlying the 
universe

 25. Distinct units of 
sound

 26. Title of respect
 27. Against
 28. Foot (Latin)
 29. One point east of 

due south
 30. Concerning the 

blood

Sept. 5 Solution

Sept. 5 Solution

Sudoku

 31. Type of 
pentameter

 32. North American 
peoples

 33. Layers of rock
 34. Georges __, French 

philosopher
 36. Lengthy tale

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.
Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.

Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 
Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

1. Prepared for action.

2. Tough exterior of bread.

4. Little in length or height.

5. Athletics in full swing.

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

Last week’s WotW

S           H            O          C           K

B           O            R           E           D

R           O            B            I            N

A           R            B           O           R

L            A           B           O           R

3. Waist-hanging garment.

TRI-CORNER CALENDAR
Items are printed as space permits. Submit calendar items to editor@lakevillejournal.com

 SEPTEMBER 12
Local Author: Tracy 

O’Neill, Woman of 
Interest: A Memoir
Oblong Rhinebeck, 6422 
Montgomery St., Rhinebeck, 
N.Y. oblongbooks.com

Join Tracy O’Neill, in 
conversation with 
Jonathan Lee, as she 
discusses her memoir 
about finding her birth 
mother and discovering 
self-knowledge. FREE. 
Registration Requested.

 SEPTEMBER 13
Community Pot Luck 

Supper and Concert
Sharon United Methodist 
Church, 112 Upper Main St., 
Sharon, Conn.

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church is 
sponsoring a Community 
Pot Luck Supper on 
Friday, Sept. 13, at 6 p.m. 
at 112 Upper Main St. in 
the church basement. 
Then at 7 p.m. a free 
guitar concert will take 
place in the church 
sanctuary. If you are 
able, please bring a dish 
to share, (main - side 
dish - dessert) and 
enjoy an evening of 
fellowship with friends 
and neighbors. All are 
welcome.

Amanda Bellows, The 
Explorers: A New 
History of America in 
Ten Expeditions
The Center on Main, 103 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
thecenteronmain.org

Explore American 
history through ten 
unique adventurers 
with Amanda Bellows at 
Center on Main in Falls 
Village Sept. 13 at 6:30 
p.m. FREE. Registration 
Required.

Art at Trinity Fall Juried 
Show Opening 
Reception and Awards
Trinity Episcopal Church, 
484 Lime Rock Rd., Lakeville, 
Conn. 06039, 860-435-2627 
trinitylimerock.org

On Friday, Sept. 13 from 
5 to 7 p.m. there will be 
an opening reception 
and awards presentation 
for the Art at Trinity 
Juried Show, which will 
run from Sept. 14 to 15 
and 21 to 22 from noon 
to 4 p.m. The show will 
include fine art, small 
works and unframed art.

Wine Dinner and Auction
White Hart Inn, 15 Under 
Mountain Road, Salisbury, 
Conn. winedinnerandauction.
com

Tickets are on sale for 
the sixth annual Wine 
Dinner and Auction at 
the White Hart on Friday, 
Sept. 13 at 6:30 p.m. The 
event raises funds to 
send HVRHS students 
to Italy/Germany and to 
Thailand. The evening 
includes a four-course 
dinner and both a live 
and silent auction under 
a tent on the Green. 
Actor Sam Waterston 
will attend and speak 
to show his support for 
the program. Tickets 
are $100 each. To buy 
tickets, become a 
sponsor or donate an 
item for the auction, visit 
winedinnerandauction.
com or call/text Lia at 
(860) 248-0269.

 SEPTEMBER 14
Meet the Filmmakers: 

When My Sleeping 
Dragon Woke + Q&A
The Moviehouse, 48 Main 
Street, Millerton, N.Y.

Veteran actor and TONY-
nominated playwright 
Sharon Washington 
commits to writing a 
play about her fairytale 
childhood living inside 
the St. Agnes Branch 
of the New York Public 
Library, but there’s an 
unforeseen cost – waking 
the family dragon she 
thought she’d silenced 
decades ago.

Tickets $18 / Superstar 
Members $16

Charity Tennis Match
Sharon Country Club, 2 Golf 
Club Rd. Sharon, Conn. www.
littleguild.org

The Little Guild's charity 
doubles tennis exhibition 
takes place Sept. 14 at 
3 p.m. on the Sharon 
Country Club courts. Top 
players in the Northwest 
Corner will participate 
including Jeff Kivitz, John 
Lippert, Dustin Parente, 
and Guillermo Garcia 
Rincon. Tickets are $50 
in advance or $60 at the 
door. Light refreshments 
will be served.

 SEPTEMBER 15
Sunday Morning 

Meditation with Kathy 
Voldstad
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

Join Kathy Voldstad on 
Sept. 15, 9 to10 a.m., 
for Sunday Morning 
Meditation at the Scoville 
Library. This session is in 
a hybrid format, meeting 
in-person and online 
simultaneously. For 
more information and 
to register, please visit 
scovillelibrary.org.

Election Film Series
Triplex Cinema, 70 Railroad 
St., Great Barrington, Mass. 
thetriplex.org

Triplex Cinema's election 
series kicks off on Sept. 
15 with “Geraldine 
Ferraro: Paving the 
Way” a documentary 
about Geraldine Ferraro, 
directed and produced 
by Donna Zaccaro, 
Gerry’s daughter. Donna 
will introduce the film 
and then following the 
film will participate in 
a talkback with Letty 
Cottin Pogrebin.

 SEPTEMBER 18
Medicare Info Session

Douglas Library, 108 Main 
St., North Canaan, Conn 
douglaslibrarycanaan.org

Join the Western CT 
Area Agency on Aging at 
the Douglas Library on 
Wednesday, Sept. 18 at 1 
p.m. to learn about the 
importance of preparing 

for Medicare Open 
Enrollment, cost savings 
opportunities with 
Medicare and Medicare 
scams. WCAAA helps 
Medicare Beneficiaries 
take charge of their 
healthcare benefits 
for 2025 by reviewing 
your current healthcare 
benefits and any changes 
that may affect them. 
Call the library at (860) 
824-7863 if you plan to 
attend.

Peggy: A Tribute to 
Rebecca Godfrey
Oblong Rhinebeck, 6422 
Montgomery St., Rhinebeck, 
N.Y. oblongbooks.com

Join Jenny Offill, 
Samantha Hunt, and 
Gary Shteyngart to 
celebrate the life and 
work of Rebecca Godfrey. 
FREE. Registration 
Required.

 SEPTEMBER 19
Classical Guitar Class 

Informational Meeting
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

Join us on Thursday, 
Sept. 19, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., 
for an informational 
meeting about our

upcoming Classical 
Guitar Class for absolute 
beginners (ages 16 and 
up). Meet guitar teacher 
Matthew Pearson, 
enjoy a brief recital and 
refreshments, and ask 
questions. Registration 
is requested. Please visit 
scovillelibrary.org.

Dinaw Mengestu, 
Someone Like Us: A 
Novel
Oblong Rhinebeck, 6422 
Montgomery St., Rhinebeck, 
N.Y. oblongbooks.com

Dinaw Mengestu 
discusses his latest novel 
about family history, 
loss, and home. FREE. 
Registration Requested.

 SEPTEMBER 20
Poetry Workshop with 

Sally Van Doren
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

Join Sally Van Doren on 
Friday, Sept. 20, 4 to 5 
p.m. for an immersive 
experience of reading, 
listening to, and writing 
poetry a supportive 
environment. Well-
chosen prompts unlock 
the imagination to help 
you write. Registration 
is required. Please visit 
www.scovillelibrary.org.

Poetry Discussion Group 
with Mark Scarbrough
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

Join Mark Scarbrough 
on Friday, Sept. 20, 
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., for an informal 
discussion of Mark Doty’s 
2015 poetry collection, 
Deep Lane. No poetry 
training is needed – just 
read the poems and 
be ready to discuss. 
Please register at www.
scovillelibrary.org.
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To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.Real Estate

Email your classified 
ad to at classified@

lakevillejournal.com.

Each week The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News 
are produced locally by staff who live 
in the Tri-state area communities. 

It is a connection to YOUR communities and what is 
important to YOUR lives that make our publications unique.

Subscribe or advertise today!
circulation@lakevillejournal.com • advertising@lakevillejournal.com

Locally grown …
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Locally Owned, 

Community Newspapers 

& Regional News Websitewww.TriCornerNews.com
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LAKEVILLE, 
CT

EXQUISITE ESTATE 
SALE! NOT TO BE 
MISSED!:283 Indian 
Mountain Road Lakev-
ille CT. Saturday, Sept 
14, 9:00-4:00 Sunday 
Sept 15, 9:00-2:00. 
Dressers, beds, rugs, 
fine china, antiques, 
handpainted break-
front, rattan furniture 
set, spectacular cus-
tom-made dining ta-
ble and chairs, garden 
equipment, garden 
furniture, porch fur-
niture, kitchen equip-
ment, beautiful sofas, 
art, and upholstered 
furniture all in excellent 
condition ...and much, 
much, more! Cash and 
Venmo accepted. No 
checks please!

SHARON, CT
GARAGE SALE: 35 Ben-

ton Hill Road, Sharon. 
Friday and Saturday, 
September 13 and 14, 
from 9 to 3. A nice vari-
ety of tasteful treasures 
for your house and 
garden!

TAG SALESTAG SALES

HELP WANTED
W E ATO G U E S TA B L E S: 

Looking for weekend and 
afternoon stable help. (More 
hours possible) Feeding, 
turnout, barn cleaning, etc. 
Experience preferred. Come 
join our great team! Contact 
Bobbi at 860-307-8531. 

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

FOR NATURE LOVERS: Across our State boundary in Sheffield: An interesting 7.25 acre parcel containing 
a reputed, rare, BOG, along with roughly 2 acres with a buildable area for a home, or lookout post. A BOG 
supports diverse wildlife habitats and helps to safeguard water quality. Electric installed to logical building area, 
but new perc tests are needed, since last done.  Offered at $110,000. CALL Robin @ 860-435-9891, for additional 
information, or to see.  

SALISBURY: 5.9 ACRES, PRIVATE, VIEWS, STREAM. CENTER OF SALISBURY: $425,000

FOR NATURE LOVERS

Custodial Position
Salisbury School, Inc. has an immediate opening for a full-
time custodian in its Housekeeping Department. The work 
schedule is Monday-Friday, 6:00 am – 2:30 pm. Experience 
preferred but willing to provide on-the-job training. Full-
time position includes a comprehensive benefit package 
(health insurance, retirement and paid time off).
Please contact pstevens@salisburyschool.org or 
call 860-435-5724 for more information and an 
application. EOE

Salisbury School

The Millerton News, a nonprofit community 
weekly newspaper with a growing digital 

presence and orientation, seeks a dynamic, 
community-focused managing editor.

The managing editor will be primarily responsible 
for editing and writing articles to serve 
communities in Eastern Dutchess County. 

Duties include planning news coverage, ensuring 
there is a balance of quality stories and photos, 
and that deadlines are met. The managing editor is 
expected to work collaboratively with The Lakeville 
Journal managing editor, Arts editor, and others to 
ensure readers across the region are well-informed. 

The successful candidate will have a strong news 
background and desire to grow news coverage 
across the region. 

This position is full time with medical, dental 
and vision benefits, a 401(k) plan, generous PTO. 
Salary Range is $50K-$54K annually.

Send resume and inquiries to 
CEO/Publisher James Clark

jamesc@lakevillejournal.com.

860-435-9873 ext. 608 • PO Box 625, Millerton, NY 12546
www.millertonnews.com

Managing Editor

HELP WANTED
ARE YOU A CREATIVE AND 

ENTHUSIASTIC INDIVID-
UAL: who enjoys working 
with children and making 
a positive impact on the 
community? The Scoville 
Memorial Library in Salis-
bury, CT, is seeking a Chil-
dren’s Services Coordinator 
to join our dynamic team. 
This position offers an excit-
ing opportunity to develop 
and implement innovative 
programs and services that 
inspire children to explore 
the world through books 
and imagination. For a full 
description of the position, 
email Library Director, Karin 
Goodell at kgoodell@bibilio.
org. Applications will be 
accepted until Friday, Sep-
tember 27.

PART-TIME VISITOR CEN-
TER STAFF: The Sharon 
Audubon Center is looking 
for a friendly and respon-
sible individual to work 
weekend afternoons, wel-
coming people to the Visitor 
Center and Nature Store. 
The work entails opening 
and closing the building, 
answering visitor questions, 
ringing up sales, checking 
live exhibits, guiding clients 
to the wildlife clinic, and 
occasional clerical tasks. 
The ideal applicant can work 
independently, represent 
Audubon in a professional 
way, and interact with a va-
riety of people. More details 
and online application are 
available (see Senior Center 
Assistant) at www.Audubon.
org/careers. For questions, 
contact Eileen.fielding@
audubon.org.

HELP WANTED
PART TIME HOME BOU-

TIQUE ASSISTANT: Seek-
ing weekend help in a 
home boutique in Sharon 
1-2 days per week. Must be 
customer-oriented, have a 
passion for home goods + 
furnishings, and ability to 
operate basic technology/
point of sales system. Send 
a cover letter and resume to 
hello@themckenzieshoppe.
com.

RELIEF DRIVER: For the 
Lakeville Journal Company 
for newspaper routes, part 
time Wednesdays, Thurs-
days and some Fridays. Call 
James Clark. 860-435-9873, 
x 401 or email publisher@
lakevillejournal.com.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

CARPENTER AND TILE SET-
TER: now offering handy-
man services. Over 35 years 
experience. 413-229-0260 
or email at tylerhomeprop@
yahoo.com.

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 
House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

I OFFER HOUSE CLEANING 
COMMERCIAL & RESI-
DENTIAL: Office cleaning, 
weekly, biweekly, monthly, 
one time. You will love the 
results. Contact Maria. 845-
366-0107.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

PSYCHOLOGIC AL SER-
VICES ARE BEING OF-
FERED TO CONNECTICUT 
RESIDENTS: Dr. Paul Gun-
ser holds a license in this 
state in addition to New York 
and registration in Florida. 
Testing for Attention Deficit 
Disorder, Memory Problems, 
Depression, and Anxiety is 
available in our Millerton, 
NY office or in Connecticut 
via telehealth. Please check 
our website for additional 
information. Call us for 
information: 518-592-1023 
or 914-263-9023. www. 
psychologicalconsulting.
net.

LAMP REPAIR AND REWIR-
ING: Serving the Northwest 
Corner. 413-717-2494.

LEBEAU APPRAISAL SER-
VICE: has provided apprais-
als since 1973 for; Furniture, 
Ceramics, Silver, Weapons. 
Contact 413-229- 3445 voice 
& text.

ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTIBLES

MID CENTURY FURNI-
TURE WANTED. BUYING: 
1950’s-1970’s  des ign-
er modern furniture and 
lighting. Danish, French, 
Italian and American de-
sign. Eames, Knoll, Herman 
Miller, Nakashima, Wegner, 
Noguchi Etc. Open Air Mod-
ern 718.383.6465 info@ 
openairmodern.com.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or dis-
crimination. All residential 

REAL ESTATE
:property advertised in the 

State of Connecticut Gen-
eral Statutes 46a-64c which 
prohibit the making, print-
ing or publishing or causing 
to be made, printed or 
published any notice, state-
ment or advertisement with 
respect to the sale or rental 
of a dwelling that indicates 
any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on 
race, creed, color, national 
origin, ancestry, sex, marital 
status, age, lawful source 
of income, familial status, 
physical or mental disability 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.

COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS

3 OFFICE SPACES AVAIL-
ABLE NOW:Main Street 
Salisbury, CT. Minutes from 
Restaurants/Shops. Parking 
& Utilities Included. 860-
248-9605.

By SAVA MARINKOVIC

Special to The Millerton News

SHARON, Conn. — Every 
day, approximately 20 United 
States military veterans take 
their own lives. It was an 
awareness of this statistic that 
led Jane Strong and David 
Sonatore to found the Equus 
Effect, an equine experiential 
learning and coaching facility 
in Sharon, in 2012. 

Since then, over 1800 vet-
erans, first responders, and 
others who live or work in 
high-stress environments 
have moved through the 
Equus Effect’s curriculum, 
acquiring — through con-
tact with horses — the tools 
to improve communication 
and compassion, and to navi-
gate the challenges, subtleties, 
and nuanced relationships of 
civilian life.

On Saturday, Sept. 7, sup-
porters of the Equus Effect 
gathered under its round 
pen’s rainy eaves to learn and 
observe just why horses are 
uniquely suited to this restor-
ative work.

“A relationship with a 
horse is based purely on 
trust,” said Strong, lead pro-
gram facilitator and a former 
competitive rider, “they ask 
us to engage all our senses 
and be totally present.” The 
horse, a prey animal, is pro-
foundly attuned to the emo-
tional and nervous energy of 
its surroundings as a matter 
of survival; it is also expres-
sive, honest, and unselfcon-
scious. 

Equus Effect: healing with horses

When in conversation 
with a human, a horse asks 
for the same in return. Ap-
proaching a horse, one’s out-
ward and inner aspects must 
be congruent in order not 
to unnerve the animal. “You 
can’t hide behind a mask,” 
said Strong, explaining that 
this need for transparency 
helps people overcome the 
fear and stigma that cause 
emotional repression.

Further, work with horses 
engages the entire body, re-
vealing where trauma might 
appear stuck. “Our limbic 
systems work outside time,” 
said Strong, locating the 
primitive, lower-order parts 
of the brain responsible for 
emotional processing. “So 
there’s no ‘talking you out’ 
of trauma.” Instead, work 
with horses helps those 
“stuck” with trauma to 
“move through it and release 
it through action.”

Huddled around the pen, 
attendees of the Fall Event 
were walked through some 
of these actions and their 
benefits by program facilita-
tors, alongside horses Dutch, 
Tango, Lance, and Babe. 

Using only body lan-
guage — such as posture, 
purposeful eye contact, and 
controlled breathing — fa-

cilitators asked horses to 
back up, move forward, and 
walk circles. With patience, 
and applying the principle 
of “minimum essential pres-
sure,” horses were coaxed 
into collaboration with the 
facilitators, showcasing the 
massive mammals’ capacity 
for empathy, partnership, 
and quiet understanding. In 
addition to their emotional 
grounding effect, these exer-
cises help participants build 
tools for the maintenance of 
fair, trust-based relationships 
with other people.

“The connection is deep, 
almost spiritual,” said 2022 
program participant Peter 
Gworek, a military veteran. 
“The horses teach you how to 
manage your energy, connect 
with your inner self, and be 
calm.” Also a 2022 alum, vet-
eran Melodie Wilson said that 
when one is handling a horse, 

“you can’t think of anything 
else — you slow down, learn 
to be more understanding.”

Ultimately, understand-
ing — of oneself and of others 

PHOTOS BY SAVA MARINKOVIC

Jane Strong conducting exercises with horse Dutch.

— is the key to bridging the 
divide that Strong says exists 
between veterans and civil-
ians. Working within that gap 
are horses, our companions 

of nearly 6,000 years, who 
Sonatore points out “might 
just save the life of someone 
you one day need to save 
yours.”

Right, David     Sonatore 
(on stage, left), Jane 
Strong (stage, right), 
and veteran and first 
responder program 
graduates, wearing 
sashes.
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CHARLIE'S
REPAIR SHOP

Complete Automotive Service
Brakes • Tires • Trailer Sales & Service

We Buy and Sell Used Cars
ROUtE 22 • MILLERtOn, nY 12546

518-789-6636  Charles J. Flint, Jr.

FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

Building/Remodeling

CONTRACTING 
 

PALLONE KARCHESKI 
Serving the Tri-State Area  |  Fully Licensed & Insured 

BUILDING • REMODELING 
PAINTING • RESTORATION

860-485-4696  |  info@pkcontractingct.com
www.pkcontractingct.com

CONTRACTING 
 

PALLONE KARCHESKI 
Serving the Tri-State Area  |  Fully Licensed & Insured 

BUILDING • REMODELING 
PAINTING • RESTORATION

860-485-4696  |  info@pkcontractingct.com
www.pkcontractingct.com

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It

Print Subscription
Includes Free Online Access!

$10 monthly
in county | $12.25 outside county

In Print & Online | Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
lakevillejournal.com | millertonnews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Greener Gardens Landscaping LLC.

Sharon, CT 06069

860-671-7850

PAINTING • LAWN MOWING • PATIOS  
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com or  

millertonnews.com to purchase  

a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you  

this directory of Specialists  

in print and online. 

From Automobiles to  

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fingertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you find the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Generators

Insulation

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Tree Service

Tree Service

TV Service

Painting

Roofing Services

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS
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OVERHEAD DOORS

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Tree Care • Tree Removal • Tick Spraying

applewoodtreecare@yahoo.com
860-733-2020

Jason Bresson
J. Phillip Bresson

CT arborist license# 62658, NY pest license# CO-653231
CT arborist license# 65653

B-2580

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

• TV Sales
• Service Installation
• Outside HD 

Antenna Installation
• WiFi Enhancements

Stop in to see our selection of 
NEW Sony 4K TV sets. ALL ON SALE!!

REPAIRS on all: TVs, Stereos, Vintage Electronics

Dave’s TV

We’ve Moved!
Our new address is

279 Smithfi eld Rd., Millerton, NY 12546
Call for appointment 518-789-3881

Dave’s TV

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Excavation
Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozers  

Dumptrucks • Power Rake • Foundations Dug  
Water & Electric Lines Dug 

Drainage Installed • Landclearing • Grading  
Ponds Dug  • Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed 

Landscaping
Lawn Installation • Lawn Repair • Fencing 
Paver Bluestone Terraces • Retaining Walls 

Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers 
Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls 

Tree And Shrub Planting

Grounds Maintenance
Lawn Care • Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up 

Edging, Mulching • Lawn Fertilization 
Lawn Pest, Disease Control • Weed Control 

Weekly Maintenance Programs • Field Mowing 
Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding • Brush Clearing

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

NORTH EasT MuFFlER INC.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

Sharon Electric LLCSharon Electric LLC
www.sharonelectriccompany.kohlergeneratordealer.com

GENERATORS

Sales, Service, Installations
Salisbury, Connecticut 06068 88860-435-9683
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