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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2
Friday Night Lights

Target Jumping Under The Lights, 7 p.m. 
Human Dogsled Race (After Jumping)
Admission $15
Prize Money Donated by Churchill Family

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3
20 Meter & 30 Meter Ski Jumping 
Competition, 9:30 a.m.
Awards to follow at Satre Hill

70 Meter Salisbury Invitational 
Ski Jumping Competition
Practice: 11 a.m.-noon 
Competition: 1 p.m. 

Target Jumping to follow
Sponsored by Low-N-Slow Barbecue

Snow Ball Fundraiser: 8-11:30 p.m.
$20 adult admission

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4
70 Meter Eastern US Jumping 
Championships
Featuring Junior National Hopefuls
Practice: 11 a.m.-noon
Competition: 1 p.m.
Awards & naming of Eastern Junior 
National Team Immediately following 
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Letter from the President

WELCOME!
Welcome to the 98th year of ski jumping in Salisbury! 

The weekend will start off  with Friday Night Target 
Jumping under the lights followed by the Human Dog 
Sled Race. Saturday morning starts off  with our Junior 
Jumping Competition on the 20M and 30M hills with 
athletes from throughout the Northeast, followed by the 
Salisbury Invitational on our 65M jump. And on Saturday 
evening, be sure to attend the Snow Ball at the Lakeville 
Grove with live music and beverages. Sunday morning, 
we return to our large hill for the Eastern States Champi-
onships. Jumpers will be vying for a spot on the Eastern 
Junior National Team. The winners will travel to Anchor-
age, Alaska for the US Junior Championships during the 
last week of February. Throughout the weekend local 
organizations - Lakeville Hose Ladies Auxiliary, Salisbury 
Central’s SOAR program, Sunday In The Country Food 
Drive, as well as Eastern Ski Jumping will be on site and 
fundraising. 

SWSA is overseen by a large group of directors who 
bring diff erent skills and abilities to our organization. 
Over time some have moved on to pursue other inter-
ests. Still others have decided to step back and allow 
“new blood” to come forward and assist in our vision 
of allowing youth to experience outdoor winter sports. 
Digby Brown has been on our board for 25 plus years. 
This past year he decided to step back and allow that 
progression to continue. I can describe Dig best as a 

true northern New Englander- someone who loves the 
outdoors, brought up cross country skiing, alpine ski-
ing - just truly at home on the snow. His involvement at 
SWSA has run the gamut- selling ads, running countless 
errands, snowmaking, starter on the tower, working 
the knoll during competitions, just stopping by to see 
how work was progressing. He could be found spending 
endless hours in his car talking on the phone to prospec-
tive clients from our parking lot. (His o�  ce as he’d call 
it.) His talents beyond skiing are also many. He can take 
notes on the smallest pieces of paper that I’ve ever seen 
and put them in a pocket and be able to retrieve them at 
moment’s notice. 

He loves to ice race old Ford Broncos; he would install 
screws in the tires and then drive to the event, jack the 
car up, switch tires, race and change tires back again to 
drive home all in one day. He can also talk to himself in 
the middle of a golf swing yet have full concentration, 
while hitting the ball! His talents are many and his dedi-
cation to our club has been an inspiration to all of us. 
Thank you Dig! Hey- hey-good work- good work. The 
2024 Program is dedicated to Digby this year. Please take 
the time to read more about him and his life.

Jumpers from Salisbury have been very fortunate over 
the past years to travel throughout New England and be-
yond to train at diff erent facilities and with National and 
International coaches. They have benefi ted from these 
experiences and shown real ski jumping progress.

The SWSA facility has also made great strides over 
the past 10 plus years. We have improved our 65M tower, 
20M in-run, snowmaking, and grooming capabilities for 
the betterment of the kids and the community. We will 
be completing that progression this coming year with 
the replacement of our 30M jump. As you look up the hill 
you can see the current structure and be able to under-
stand the need for its replacement. This jump was com-
pleted in the late 1940s and has had multiple renovations 
over the years. But it has reached its expiration date, and 
for the SWSA program to continue forward, it needs to 
be replaced along with the recontouring of the landing 
hill. completed the state-of-the-art progression from 
start to fi nish, teaching our jumpers how to fl y. This 
project will require support from many organizations 
and individuals moving forward. We appreciate your 
help in achieving this goal. You can fi nd a more detailed 
description and rendering within this program. We look 
forward to showing everyone what this organization and 
community can accomplish as we approach our 100th 

PHOTO BY SEAN PATRICK FOWLER

Ken Barker
The mission of the Salisbury Winter 
Sports Association is to acquaint our 
nearby communities, especially the 

children, with Nordic ski-jumping, cross-
country and Alpine skiing, and to teach 
the skills necessary for their enjoyment 

and lifelong pursuit. As part of its 
mission, SWSA hosts and perpetuates 
the annual ski-jumping competition 

on Satre Hill to sustain ski jumping in 
Salisbury and the Eastern United States.  

WWW.JUMPFEST.ORG

SWSA Mission 
Statement

year of ski jumping.
Within the past year we have also lost some people 

who have helped us over the years here at SWSA. Long 
time radio personality Marshall Miles left us, as well as 
long time volunteer Lynn Meehan and Peter Fulco, who 
was involved many years ago. Please take the time to read 
the remembrances to these folks and their contributions 
to the organization.

SWSA relies completely on its volunteers. Whether 
you assist one day a year or multiple days, at all our 
events or just one, we say thank you! I would personally 
like to thank all our past and current directors for their 
time and dedication toward our goals and achievements. 

THANK YOU
Lastly, we thank of all of you for coming to support 

this long-time local event and encourage all to please 
keep the local merchants and businesses in mind that 
support us throughout the year. Their commitment is 
what keeps this club and its events alive now and into 
the future.mean to young adults. Your help is greatly 
appreciated.

Ken Barker
President

Salisbury Winter Sports Association
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WHISKEY WEATHER IS HERE

98 Years of Tradition Guiding the Future  By Caroline Gilbert

Salisbury Winter Sports Association is founded on a 
simple principle – to introduce the community, par-
ticularly the youth, to the wonders of winter. SWSA 
proudly rests on a long tradition to volunteer and enjoy 
winter, but also continues to look forward by bringing 
the mission alive. Introduction to a sport and support 
for progress takes dedication, enthusiasm, and forward 
thinking. Growth happens on the shoulders of tradition 
while looking ahead. 

The stories within this publication tell of the growth 
and vision for SWSA. There are highlights of lessons 
learned, accomplishments achieved, and shared mo-
ments of celebration of winter. SWSA volunteers, never 
ones to shy away from hard work, continue to learn and 
grow by partnering with other organizations. They learn 
from Nordic programs as far away as Norway and near as 
Lake Placid, NY. This growth creates a vision for the fu-
ture. The community grows through experiences shared 
while building up the traditions of SWSA. Ski jumping at 
SWSA is unique but connects the ski jumping people and 
the town.

The marquee event for SWSA is Jumpfest. People 
arrive in Salisbury to enjoy a day at the jumps in Febru-
ary. There are people who enjoy the glow and warmth 
of the bonfi re, the winter people who want more snow 
and cold, and the ski jumping people who love the thrill 
of fl ying. Jumpfest is an event like no other. It is put on 
by volunteers to watch ski jumpers launch themselves 
off  the 70 M steel tower. The enthusiasm of competitors, 
volunteers and spectators is unrivaled. 

While Jumpfest is a highlight for the town and the 
jumping community, it is only one mark of success for 
SWSA. The energy that comes from the hill on Jumpfest 
weekend is rivaled by the positive energy from the local 
junior jumpers. The participation numbers of Team 
SWSA increases each year. There is a buzz at the hill 

during jumping practices and dry-land training. There 
are junior jumpers who are on the cusp of launching off  
the 70 M Hill. The coaches are former local jumpers, 
who were fi rst introduced on the smallest hill, the 20 M, 
during the annual Holiday Jump Camp. The team travels 
with other clubs to train and compete, while learning life 
lessons and building friendships.

The recent growth of SWSA is remarkable as seen 
from the evolution of the fi rst jump camp in 2008 to 
today. In 2008, there were few local ski jumpers on the 
hills. With a clear focus, vision, and dedication to making 
a revival happen, Satre Hill and SWSA are once again 
thriving all winter, not just during Jumpfest weekend. In 
fact, the training and support happens year-round. There 
is facility upkeep, fundraising and goal setting that are 
essential to continued growth of the organization.

The past demonstrates a commitment to a unique 

opportunity. Yet, the present supports the growth from 
novice to competitor. The experiences continue to grow 
and stretch the organization, while connecting SWSA to 
a larger community. An athlete and organization become 
stronger by learning from others and sharing ideas. The 
growth of SWSA depends on countless volunteers who 
commit to fundraising, goal setting, and oversight of the 
facilities. It is a combination of vision, cooperation, and 
work that help SWSA continue to expand.

SWSA continues to face challenges while promoting 
both community and sport. Continued growth of the 
organization is founded on a vision to improve the qual-
ity of experience for young athletes to experience a series 
of fi rsts. From start bar to take off , SWSA is building 
upon a long history with a focus on how to inspire and 
support the wonders of winter in Salisbury. For 98 years 
SWSA has inspired children to take the fi rst step to slide 
on snow, to work through their fears and pursue with 
courage a path forward to connect to something bigger 
than themselves. 

Join the winter people at Satre Hill to feel the camara-
derie and energy that grows around a bonfi re as specta-
tors cheer on the local and visiting jumpers. 

SWSA’s tradition continues to expand while sharing 
the classic moments of sliding and fl ying on snow and 
ice.

MARLENA AAKJAR

For 98 years SWSA has inspired 
children to take the fi rst step to 
slide on snow, to work through 
their fears and pursue with courage 
a path forward to connect to 
something bigger than themselves.

“
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2024 Dedication: Digby Brown
By Willie Hallihan

When Mat and George Kiefer encouraged Digby 
Brown to join SWSA back in the mid-1980s, I doubt they 
had any idea of exactly what they were getting. Because, 
in addition to his experience in winter sports, Digby 
arrived with a back story that would have made The 
World’s Most Interesting Man jealous. 

He drag-raced his ‘57 Corvette in Bakersfi eld, CA 
back in the era of Big Daddy Don Garlits.

 An expert skier, he competed at Yale in the “Skimeis-
ter”; the winter version of the pentathlon where athletes 
compete in the big four- downhill, slalom, cross-country 
and ski jumping. 

As the head of the design/construction team for 
RockResorts, Digby built luxury resorts in the Caribbean 
and out west including the Boulders Resort where he 
also served as a kind of uno�  cial avalanche technician. 

(He calls it “encouraging” avalanches.)
He was skyjacked in the early 1980s on his way to 

Puerto Rico and spent the night in the Havana Hilton. 
These are just a few of his adventures. If you have had 

a conversation with Digby, then you know some of these 
stories, but who among us has heard them all? 

Along with all of that skiing and building experience, 
Digby brought to SWSA  a kind of down-home- New 
Hampshire- Yankee sensibility and quirky sense of 
humor that endears him to all of us. Digby could shovel 
and ski-pack snow with the youngest of us, weigh-in 
on matters of facility improvement as well as jumping 
issues, all while maintaining an optimism, especially in 
the face of annual weather adversity. He has always been 
an easy, friendly and encouraging team member.  While 
packing the hill he welcomed newcomers with a smile 

and a story, all while encouraging the next lap of work. 
His snappy “Good Work, Good Work” became his signa-
ture and oft-spoken praise for anyone’s job well done.

A consummate (obsessive?) note-taker, during our 
monthly meetings Digby would scribble diligently - on 
tiny scraps of paper- a corner of an envelope here, a 
fragment of cardboard there, whatever he had in his 
pocket. I suspect there still resides in Digby’s posses-
sion, a 40- year chronology of SWSA’s activities in 
confetti-like disarray. 

A very important o�  cial during a jumping competi-
tion is the Knoll Policeman. That o�  cial makes certain 
that the landing hill and out-run are clear and safe for 
the next jump. The Knoll Policeman stands at the top of 
the landing hill stairs ready with a fl ag to hold a jumper 
or “give the green light” to let go of the bar. Digby 
performed this job for decades, shouting the required 
“Clear on the hill” thousands of times. He also hung the 
SALISBURY banner beneath the take off  noting that 
“No picture should be taken of the jump without SALI-
BURY being seen!” He also ensured that the American 
fl ag fl ew from atop the jump tower. Digby understands 
the importance of the details that make a safe and pic-
turesque Jumpfest. 

Lately, Digby has stepped away from SWSA activi-
ties, and this past year directors elevated him to “honor-
ary” status joining a special group of SWSA greats. His 
energy and passion for SWSA combine with a humor 
and knowledge that are part of the history of SWSA. 

This year the directors of the Salisbury Winter 
Sports Association dedicate the 2024 Jumpfest program 
to Digby Brown for his 40 years of service, his humor 
and his friendship.

“Good work Digby, good work!”PHOTOS BY JONATHAN DOSTER
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Remembrances

VICTOR PETER FULCO
Victor Peter Fulco passed away in 2023 at 84 years of 

age. He was a life-long resident of the Northwest Cor-
ner, and he gave some of those years to SWSA. 

During the 1970s, Peter served as a SWSA director. 
Much of his energy and expertise was directed towards 
Bittersweet where, thanks to his skills as an electrician 
and plumber, he helped to build the rope tow. In addi-
tion, Peter had a talent for fi xing things which was used 
to support the running of Bittersweet. He encouraged 
his daughters to try new things, including skiing and ski 
jumping. Like so many SWSA families, Peter taught his 
young daughters Gail and Gwen to ski at Bittersweet. 
Two-year-old Gwen’s fi rst skiing experience was riding 
on her father’s shoulders.

All of us at SWSA thank Peter for his time with us 
and for contributing to our story

LYNN MEEHAN
Lynn Meehan of Salisbury, CT passed away in 2023. 

She and her husband Joe moved to Salisbury in the 
1970s. She was active in many local organizations in-
cluding SWSA and The Salisbury Land Trust. 

Each year she spent a weekend in February en-
sconced in the Cook Shack during Jumpfest. As part of 
the Cookshack team, she was someone who was always 
cheerful. Her smile lit up the room – even on the cold-
est of weekends. Rose Lamson recalls, “Lynn always 
seemed to know where to be and what to do, whether it 
was bringing more rolls to the cooks, serving the public, 
or cleaning up.” Lynn shared an easygoing manner that 
supported those surrounding her. 

Lynn was a positive spirit who shared her personal 
enthusiasm and shared an energy that uplifted others. 
Each remembrance of Lynn recalls her warmth, kind-
ness and willingness to help. 

SWSA thanks Lynn for her willingness to work and 
pitch in over many Jumpfest weekends. 

MARSHALL MILES
He made it all look so easy - his morning radio show, 

the local access TV station, his interviews and podcasts, 
his live, on-the-scene reporting of local events, long-time 
producer of NASCAR Dave’s Sunday Morning show, as 
well as internet news and weather coverage of the tri-
state area. 

And when equipment broke down, as it regularly did, 
he was the tech guy who fi xed it. He did it all. He was a 
one-man multimedia enterprise.

Keeping the Northwest Corner informed was his life-
long passion; his work was truly a labor of love, and he 
never, in his years at Robin Hood Radio, took a paycheck.

One of Marshall Miles’ greatest contributions to our 
corner of the world was his regard for local charities. He 
devoted endless airtime and column inches to help local 
causes like SWSA tell their stories and promote their 
fundraisers. And for small charities with meager market-
ing budgets, that kind of exposure was huge.

I like to believe that SWSA held a special place in 
Marshall’s heart- it certainly seemed that way. He gave 
us hundreds of hours of airtime to promote Jumpfest 
and our other fundraisers. Robin Hood Radio was even a 
major sponsor of SWSA’s golf tournament. It was “non-
profi ts helping each other” as he would put it, but, in that 
balance, we received far more than we gave. 

We at SWSA will always be grateful to Marshall Miles 
for that partnership and his friendship
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Importance of SWSA’s Connection to the Larger 
Ski Jumping Community   By Ariel Picton Kobayashi

Many people are aware of the importance of 
Jumpfest weekend on the Eastern ski jumping cir-
cuit: each year, jumpers from all over the North-
east, and often the country, come to jump at Satre 
Hill here in Salisbury, and the fi nal competition of 
the weekend helps decide which jumpers from the 
East will travel to Junior Nationals. What fewer 
people know is just how important SWSA, and 
particularly, SWSA’s President Ken Barker is to the 
Eastern, National, and world ski jumping events 
and community.  

In addition to being the long-standing Chair-
man of Eastern Ski Jumping and Nordic Com-
bined, last winter, Ken was named Chief of Hill at 
the Ski Jumping World Cup events held in Lake 
Placid. This is a very important and technical role 

at a highly visible international event. 
The Chief of Hill is the single person in charge 

of making sure all aspects of the ski jump hill itself 
are in absolute top-notch, world-class condition 
for the world’s best jumpers. This involves orga-
nizing and overseeing ongoing hill prep—from 
making sure enough snow is made, to grooming 
the hill using snow cats, to organizing ski packers 
to pack and level the snow on the landing hill, to 
making sure there are people stationed on the in-
run to blow any extra snow out of the tracks, and 
the list goes on. It is one of the most important 
roles at a World Cup event that keeps jumpers safe 
and the competition fair. 

Last winter, in addition to Ken, SWSA volun-
teers Scott Fitch, Ella Rydingsword, Amos Gilbert, 
Gunnar Carlson, Jamie Nichols, Matt Bannerman, 
Carley Bannerman, Serena Taylor, and Billy Sheil, 
along with others from surrounding towns trav-
eled to the World Cup to volunteer both on and 
off  the hill.  It was an incredible team eff ort led by 
Ken, in which SWSA played a big role. 

SWSA is known for the hometown work ethic 
to put on Jumpfest despite weather delays and 
complications. The community of eastern ski 
jumping works together to support jumpers and 
events, including world class competitions. 

The SWSA contingent shared their volunteer 
spirit and enthusiasm to help carry out the World 
Cup in Lake Placid. The World Cup returns to 
Lake Placid this February 9-11, where you will fi nd 
Ken Barker and the SWSA team ready to work and 
learn alongside other eastern ski jumping enthu-
siasts.

We are lucky to have Ken Barker as the Presi-
dent of SWSA and so many dedicated volunteers. 
When you look up at the three jumps here in 
Salisbury, know that they have been groomed and 
packed by people who have prepared jumps for the 
world stage!

World Cup 2023 in Lake Placid
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O’HARA’S

LANDING

O’HARA’S LANDING, located on beautiful Twin Lakes, 
offers you a variety of fun-filled activities ... 

BOATING & CANOEING

FISHING FOR TROUT, BASS, PICKEREL, PERCH OR BLUEGILL

BOAT COVERS, DOCKS AND FLOATS

ACCESSORIES, WATER SAFETY DEVICES, WATER TOYS, 
BUMP-R-RIDES, INFLATABLE BOATS

O’HARA’S LANDING offers these services too ...

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH ON DECK OVERLOOKING LAKE, 
LAUNCHING RAMP, BOAT RENTALS, BAIT & TACKLE SHOP, 
TWIN LAKES T-SHIRTS AND SWEATSHIRTS

FRANCHISED MERCRY MARINE DEALER - SALES & SERVICE 
OF MERCURY OUTBOARDS & MERCRUISER STERN DRIVES

NEW & USED BOATS IN STOCK

DOCK SPACE & WINTER STORAGE

TWIN LAKES ROAD
SALISUBRY, CT 06068

860-824-7583
OHARASLANDING@HOTMAIL.COM

WWW.OHARASLANDING.COM

WE SELL FUN!

O’HARA’S

LANDING

Skade Award: Ski Jumping in the Northeast
By Ariel Picton Kobayashi

Last winter I was honored to receive 
an award for my recent book, Ski Jump-
ing in the Northeast: Small Towns and Big 
Dreams, a book I wrote with the inten-
tion of tracing the sport’s roots as well as 
highlighting and identifying the close-knit 
community aspect and spirit of ski jumping 
that makes it such a special sport here in the 
Northeast.  

The Skade Award was given to me by the 
International Skiing History Association 

(ISHA). Founded in 1991, ISHA’s mission is 
to “preserve and advance the knowledge of 
ski history and to increase public awareness 
of the sport’s heritage.” The Skade Award 
was presented to me in Big Sky, Montana, 
during ISHA’s Skiing History Week for an 
“outstanding work on regional ski history.”  

It was an honor to attend the awards cer-
emony and I encourage anyone interested to 
join ISHA, and to pick up a copy of my book 
at your local bookstore! 
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Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860.435.9891
www.robinleechrealestate.com

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL PARTICIPANTS 
AT THIS YEARS JUMP WEEKEND. 

ROBINSON LEECH REAL ESTATE IS A PROUD 
ADVERTISER FOR THIS ANNUAL EVENT.  

Anyone interested in real estate around this 
area might be interested in the following 

outlook as we see it: 
IN 2024, WE, AT RLRE, SEE THE REAL ESTATE MARKET 

SETTLING BACK FROM THE HECTIC PRICE RISING PERIOD 
OF THE  LAST 3+- YEARS.  AFFORDABLE HOUSES ARE AS 
SCARCE AS EVER, AS ARE ‘ONE OF A KIND’ PROPERTIES 

AT THE HIGH END OF THE PRICING RANGE. WE SEE 
THE MIDDLE SECTOR HAVING LONGER MARKETING 

TIMES, AND MAY REQUIRE MORE FLEXIBILITY (from both 
ends) DURING THE NEGOTIATIONS PROCESS, TO GET 

THEM SOLD.  INTEREST RATES WILL ALSO BE A STRONG 
FACTOR IN AFFECTING HOW THIS MARKET MAY ‘GO’. 
ROBINSON LEECH REAL ESTATE REMAINS A SMALL, 
INDEPENDENT FIRM, COMMITTED TO GIVE THOSE 
WHO USE US, WHETHER BUYING OR SELLING, THE 

BEST ADVICE WE CAN WHEN DISCUSSING BUYERS AND 
SELLERS NEEDS IN REAL ESTATE.  

ROBIN LEECH, BROKER; JAY DeMARCKEN  
and CHIP HOBEN, ASSOCIATES.

From The Salisbury Board of Selectmen
On behalf of the Town of Salisbury, 

welcome to the 98th annual Jumpfest. 
Sponsored by the Salisbury Winter Sports 
Association (SWSA), this unique event fi nds 
its roots in several of our town’s ancestors 
who introduced us to Nordic winter sports 
competition in the 1920s. The program pro-
vides winter recreational activities for people 
of all ages, and over the years Satre Hill has 
attracted many National and Olympic cham-
pionship jumpers, including several from 
Salisbury. 

The SWSA program is run entirely by vol-
unteers who donate long hours to ensure a 
high quality, competitive, safe, and fun event 
that teaches confi dence as well as skiing 
skills. We are proud of their dedication and 
hard work

SWSA believes that there should always be 
a chance for any child to get outside and en-

joy the winter, and over the years it has spon-
sored a ski swap, cross-country and downhill 
skiing, and increased jumping opportunities 
for younger jumpers. SWSA is an important 
part of a larger recreational program in Salis-
bury that includes swimming, skating, tennis, 
baseball, soccer, paddle tennis, pickleball, and 
sailing. The town continues its restoration of 
the downhill area known as Bittersweet with 
a goal of providing children’s downhill skiing 
in the future. In addition to winter activities, 
throughout the year, SWSA off ers its facilities 
at Satre Hill for fund-raising events benefi t-
ing local charities. 

We hope that you enjoy your visit to 
Salisbury and we appreciate your support of 
the important SWSA ski jumps. Please visit 
us online at www.salisburyct.us, and we hope 
to see you on a return trip during the spring, 
summer, and fall!

PHOTO BY NANCY DEPECOL



Salisbury Winter Sports Association 2024   11



12   Salisbury Winter Sports Association 2024

Jumping lingo

Tele landing
Noun, abbreviation of “telemark” landing. A style of
landing a jump with one foot forward and both knees
bent. Adds stability and style points

Noun, abbreviation of “telemark” landing. A style of
landing a jump with one foot forward and both knees

Noun, refers to the angle created between the jumpers shin and top

of the foot when in the inrun position. The narrower the angle, the

better the position. Often abbreviated into one word “shinangle.”

Shin angle

Verb, refers to jumper landing with feet together and sliding into a

tele landing, hoping to garner style points, it rarely works.

Term of encouragement shared between jumpers. Traditionally

jumpers standing on the stairs call out “have one!” to the athlete on

the bar and they return it as they begin their inrun.

“Have one!”

Similar usage to “have one” but with more enthusiasm, not usually

echoed. See also: “Have a sendy one!”

Send it!

Verb, refers to a jumper trying to gain balance by

circling their arms in the air. Generally considered poor

style and not comprehensible to anyone born after

1990.

Verb, refers to a jumper trying to gain balance by

circling their arms in the air. Generally considered poor

style and not comprehensible to anyone born after

Rolling down the windows

 Noun, refers to the artificial grass placed on some hills that allows
for jumping in the spring, summer, and autumn.

Plastic

GRAPHIC BY SERENA HOLLMEYER TAYLOR

2023 SWSA Awards Photos by Caroline Gilbert

SATURDAY
Louise Sherwood Memorial Cup
Awarded for the best single jump 
by a woman during the Salisbury 
Invitational

Sherwood Brothers Cup
Given to the best overall on the 70 M 
in the Salisbury Invitational. 
Given by the Sherwood Family

SUNDAY
Salisbury Cup
Given to the best overall jumper. 
Cup is retired after three wins by the 
same individual

Ladies Cup
Given the jumper with the highest 
points in a division other than the 
winner.
Given in memory of Charlotte Satre 
Torrissen in honor of the women who 
graciously support SWSA. 

Earle Murphy and Don West Award
Given to the winner of the Masters 
class in the Eastern Championship.

Sig Evensen Trophy
Given to the best overall junior. 
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B. ALLYN

Brian Allyn
(860) 307-3461

P.O. Box 422 East Canaan, CT 06024

TRUCKING
DUMP TRUCK SERVICE

Pilates mat & machine
spin • group classes • personal training • yoga

The Studio  
at  

41 Gay Street
Sharon, CT

860-364-9350 | studioat41@gmail.com

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with 
William Pitt Sotheby’s International Realty
O�  ce: 19 Main Street, Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram:
@johnharneyjr

Good luck 

to all the 

jumpers!

Scoring Ski Jumping
A jumper’s scores are based on a combination of style 

and distance. Ski jumping is about how far you can fl y — 
not height or acrobatics. 

STYLE 
Style is based on two components: fl ight in air and 

landing. While an athlete is in the air the judges look 
for a stable body, fully stretched legs and how well the 
athlete capitalizes on wind conditions. 

An athlete’s landing is judged on a smooth transition 
from fl ight to landing position. The landing position is 
called a telemark. A proper telemark landing should have 
a straightened upper body, bent knees, split legs, feet 
apart with hands out when fi rst gliding on the snow. Five 
judges score the athletes, with the lowest and highest 
scores thrown out. 

Judges start with a perfect score of 20 and deduct 
points for fl aws in landing or fl ight.

DISTANCE
An athlete’s jump is measured in distance and con-

verted to points. An athlete receives 60 points if they 
reach the K point. The K point refers to the section of 
the landing hill where it starts to fl atten out and is usu-
ally marked by a red line. This indicates the hill size, for 
instance the K point here on the large steel jump is 70. A 
jump to the K point is worth 60 points; each meter over 
or under that distance increases or decreases the score.

COMPETITION
Traditional competitions follow a two-round format. 

Usually the second round is run in the order of lowest 
fi rst-round score to highest, meaning the leading jump-
ers jump last in the fi nal round. 

TERMS TO KNOW
In-run: The portion of the jump during which the 

athlete travels down the takeoff .
K-Point: The distance from the takeoff  that is equiva-

lent to the height of the hill. 
Telemark position: Landing position with one ski in 

front of the other in a lunge position. The skier’s body 
then transitions into a straightened upper body, bent 
knees, slit legs, feet apart and hands out.

V-style: Today’s jumping style. The tips of the skis 
are in a V-shape during fl ight to achieve optimal aerody-
namic e�  ciency.

How to Join 
Team SWSA

If you are interested in trying out ski jumping 
and Team SWSA email info@jumpfest.org
Practices are held on Mondays and Thurs-
days 5:30 - 7:30pm, and Saturdays 12:00 - 
2:00pm.
First time jumpers can join a practice for 
$25 which will include membership to Team 
SWSA.
Membership includes everything you need to 
participate for the season:

• Weekly practices with our coaches
• Equipment loan for boots and skis
• Opportunity to compete in meets as a 
member of Team SWSA
• Registration to compete in Jumpfest

Ski jumping is an exciting and safe sport that 
challenges an athlete to build strength, 
resilience and confi dence. 
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ALLYNDALE 
CORPORATION

LImE PRODuCTs
EAsT CANAAN CT 06024

Congratulations 
On 83 Years

Of Ski Jumping

WINDFALL 
FARM

Salisbury, CT

Phone: 860-824-0500

www.cedarcreekwoodworks.com

Breakfast, Lunch, 
Brunch, Baked 

Goods, Catering

Open Daily 8 a.m.- 5:30 p.m.

10 Academy Street
Salisbury, CT

Attorney
Bill Riiska

�--·· 
\ __ .P. ..... !?._ 
. · ·  . 

& spa··. ____

Hylton Hundt

�--·· 
\ __ .P. ..... !?._ 
. · ·  . 

& spa··. ____

Hylton Hundt
518.789.9390
Route 44 East

Millerton 
hyltonhundtsalon.com

Catering to the needs  
of the well-loved pet 

Monday – Friday: 9 to 5:30   Saturday: 9 to 4

333 Main Street, Lakeville CT  
(860) 435-8833

Wine, Spirits, Beer

Speigelau Glassware

Open Monday through Saturday 11 to 7;
Sunday, 11 to 5

Free Local Delivery
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Millerton Agway Co-Op
Route 22

Millerton, NY 12546
(518) 789-4471

Specializing in all of your feeding and growing needs.

Open 7 days a week

Delivery available

Now a full line
Kioti Tractor Dealer

Best Wishes to SWSA
& the Jumpers!

The Fiertz Family
Stuart, Tina, Henry, Callie, Mimi, and 

Louisa     London, England

IMAGINE
A family Salon

Andrea O’Connor 
1-860-435-8300
20 Millerton Rd, 

Lakeville Ct 06039
Hope to see you there!

Brick Block Auto Parts
12 Main Street, MILLERTON, NY 12546

(518) 789-3696 • 800-543-0757
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 - 6:00

Sat. 7:30 - 3:00  •  Sun. 9-1  
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Millerton Agway Co-Op
Route 22

Millerton, NY 12546
(518) 789-4471

Specializing in all of your feeding and growing needs.

Open 7 days a week

Delivery available

Now a full line
Kioti Tractor Dealer

Best Wishes to SWSA
& the Jumpers!

The Fiertz Family
Stuart, Tina, Henry, Callie, Mimi, and 

Louisa     London, England

IMAGINE
A family Salon

Andrea O’Connor 
1-860-435-8300
20 Millerton Rd, 

Lakeville Ct 06039
Hope to see you there!

Brick Block Auto Parts
12 Main Street, MILLERTON, NY 12546

(518) 789-3696 • 800-543-0757
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 - 6:00

Sat. 7:30 - 3:00  •  Sun. 9-1  

We are your complete local business for all
of your pet care, lawn care and bird feeding needs.

SHOP LOCALLY ~ GOOD LUCK SKI JUMPERSSHOP LOCALLY ~ GOOD LUCK SKI JUMPERS

Millerton AgwayMillerton Agway
Route 22

Millerton, NY 12546
518-789-4471

Great Barrington AgwayGreat Barrington Agway
Route 23

Great Barrington, MA, 01230
413-528-2390

Open 6 days a weekOpen 6 days a week
M-F 8-5M-F 8-5
Sat. 8-4Sat. 8-4

Log on & Sign forLog on & Sign for
Our weekly emailOur weekly email

and save $5 instantlyand save $5 instantly

AGWAYNY.COMAGWAYNY.COM

DIRECTORS OF SALISBURY WINTER SPORTS ASSOCIATION 2023-2024

Rodney Aller
William Appleyard

John Bartram
Jack Bell

Digby Brown
Victor Clarke

William Doolittle

James DuBois
Dr. John Elliot

Walter Erickson
Jack Fisher

Donald Genung
William R. Harris

Ole Hegge

George Kiefer
Mary Louise Kiefer

Howard Knickerbocker
Reg Lamson Sr.
George Miner
Russell Ottey

Richard Parsons

Robert Patterson
Jack Phelps

Peggy Phelps
H. Copland Robinson

Ottar Satre
Sverre Satre

Roy Sherwood

Larry Stone
Sidney Terhune
Birger Torrissen
Cricket Trotta
William Walsh

Audrey Whitbeck

Ken Barker
President

Carey D. Fiertz
Secretary

Mat Kiefer
Vice President

Jon Higgins
Treasurer

HONORARY DIRECTORS (PAST AND PRESENT)

Matt Bannerman
Scott Fitch

Joe Geraghty

Caroline Gilbert
Cicily Hajek

Willie Hallihan
Reggie Lamson Jr.

Ariel Picton Kobayashi
Rosina Rand
Holly Reid

Brian Sangster

Billy Sheil
Serena Hollmeyer Taylor

Scooter Tedder
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BISTROT, CRÊPES, ÉPICERIE, FULL BAR, ESPRESSO, SWEETS, AND MORE!

Follow us @legaminstudioagraire or call us at 860-397-5382!
FRENCH CAFÉ AND BISTROT | 10 GAY ST. SHARON, CT 06069 | 9AM - 8PM

2024 Ski Jump O�  cials
PRESIDENT OF SALISBURY
WINTER SPORTS ASSOCIATION
Ken Barker

CHIEF OF COMPETITION
Larry Stone

STARTER
Carey Fiertz

CHIEF MEASURERS
Joe Cleaveland, Brian Sangster, 
Mat Kiefer

AMBULANCE
The Salisbury Volunteer
Ambulance Service

HILL PREPARATION
Ken Barker, Reg Lamson, Reg Jr., 
Scooter Tedder, Gordon Whitbeck, Mat 
Kiefer, Davin Lindy, Eliot Osborn, Peter 
Gilbert, Dave Golden, Nick Brazzale, 
Brian Brazzale, Salisbury School Ski 
Team, Caleb Gilbert, Joe Geraghty, 
Town Highway Dept., Todd Fails, 
Thomas Brazee, Allen Church, Noel 
Lidstone, Amos Gilbert, Seth Gardner, 
Matt Bannerman, Ella Rydingsword, 
Wiley Fails, Fisher Rydingsword, Serena 
Hollmeyer Taylor, Spencer Taylor, Billy 
Sheil, Scott Fitch, Merrick Bannerman, 
Carly Bannerman

DEVELOPMENT
Rosina Rand, Jon Higgins, Lisa Duntz, 
Carey Fiertz, Joe Geraghty, Serena 
Hollmeyer Taylor

SNOW-MAKING CREW
Ken Barker, Reg Lamson, Scooter Tedder, 
Reg Lamson Jr., Mat Kiefer

MEASURERS
Approx. HALF THE TOWN 
OF SALISBURY

HOUSING COORDINATOR
Holly Reid

COMPUTERS
Scott Fitch, Holly Reid, Cicily Hajek, 
Amy Gardner, Reg Lamson, Jr., 
Leslie Bonhotel

TICKETS
Jon Higgins, Joe Mulligan, Willie 
Hallihan, Roger Crain, Nick Moore, 
Keith Marks, Adam Higgins, Jim 
Rutledge

COMPETITION SECRETARY
Holly Reid and Lisa Sheble

JUMP PROGRAM
Willie Hallihan, Caroline Gilbert, 
Carey Fiertz, Holly Reid

ADVERTISING
Willie Hallihan, Carey Fiertz, 
Caroline Gilbert, Reggie Lamson Jr.

PROGRAM AD SALES
Cicily Hajek, Lisa Sheble, Reg Lamson Jr., 
Mat Kiefer, Elvia Gignoux, Carey Fiertz, 
Willie Hallihan, Donna Lloyd Stoetzner, 
Caroline Gilbert, Jon Higgins, Holly 
Reid, Rosina Rand, Matt Bannerman, 
Billy Sheil

ANNOUNCERS
Dale Jones and Guests

TECHNICAL DELEGATE
TD Art Tokle, ATD Ken Barker, 
COC Larry Stone

JUDGES
Martina Lussi, Jon Fulton, 
Keith Hanson, Evan Bliss, Todd Einig

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Nancy DePecol, Marlena Aakjar, Caroline 
Gilbert, Savage Frieze, Lans Christensen, 
Karen Bertapelle, Cheryl Tourville

PUBLICITY
Carey Fiertz, Willie Hallihan, 
Holly Reid,  Rosina Rand, 
Caroline Gilbert
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THE AT HOME IN THE HILLS TEAM IS NOW SERVING LITCHFIELD COUNTY
Doing More Is Our Distinction

Nothing compares 
to powerful partnerships.

Elvia Gignoux
860.435.0345

egignoux@williampitt.com
elviagignoux.williampitt.com

Licensed in CT & MA

Lenore Mallett
203.209.1777

lmallett@williampitt.com
lenoremallett.williampitt.com

Licensed in CT, MA & NY

Salisbury Brokerage | 19 Main Street, Salisbury, CT 06068 | williampitt.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.  
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Daily 
Specials

Mizza’s Restaurant
6 Ethan Allan St., Lakeville, CT 06039
860.435.6266 • 860.435.6466
www.mizzas.com

Pizza • Pasta • Subs 
Dinners • Salads

FREE DELIVERY
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Congratulations
on 98 years of ski jumping

Proud Publishers
of the SWSA Program 

for Decades

Celebrating 128 Years

860-435-9873
64 Route 7 North

Falls Village, CT 06031

•

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted JournalMILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journalmillertonnews.com

lakevillejournal.com
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalMILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

Introduction 
to Team SWSA 2023
Meet the jumpers, families, and volunteers who 

have taken their experiences at the ski jumps and 
turned them into new friendships and growth oppor-
tunities. These stories of travels and family highlight 
the impact of building skills and community.  

From start-bar to take-off , SWSA ski jumpers are 
challenged, engaged, and encouraged to improve and 
learn, all while having fun. Through active involvement 
of volunteers, athletes, families, and a coordination 
with other clubs, junior jumping at SWSA is thriving. 
In 2023, trips to Lake Placid, Alaska, and Norway pro-
vided opportunities for athletes to learn and improve. 

Part of the joy of ski jumping is the thrill of speed 
and fl ight. In addition, Team SWSA is elevated by the 
people who surround the program. SWSA is part of a 
network of ski jumping clubs in New England, United 
States, and the world, who share knowledge, coaching, 
and enthusiasm. By surrounding ourselves with others 
with a passion, the club and Team SWSA continue to 
improve, grow and compete. 

PHOTO BY CAROLINE GILBERT

PHOTO BY CAROLINE GILBERT PHOTO BY BILLY SHEIL

PHOTO BY BILLY SHEILPHOTO BY KAREN BERTAPELLE

Norway, page 21

Norway, page 21

Jump Camp, page 25

Jump Camp, page 25 Alaska, page 22
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P.O BOX 658
LAKEVILLE, CT 06039

CELL: 860.309.2119
HOME: 860.435.1318

NOELLIDSTONETILE@GMAIL.COM

24 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10:00-1:00

860-435-0566
www.salisburyassociation.org
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All the best to the jumpers and
thanks to the volunteers!

50 Barlow Street
Canaan, Ct. 06018
860/824-5125www.BicronUSa.com

BICRON 
Electronics Company

Congratulations On 
83 Great Years

Of Ski Jumping

Belter Builders
Stephen Belter
860-435-2898

on the run
Coffee Shop

Serving Coffee, Donuts, Pastries —

Breakfast and Lunch TO GO
mOn.-fri. 5:30 a.m.-2:00 P.m.

SaT. 5:30 a.m.-1:00 P.m.
Sun. 5:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

4 ethan Allen Street, Lakeville
860-435-2007

THE WHITE HART
A 19TH-CEnTuRy CounTRy Inn And RESTAuRAnTS • THE VIllAgE gREEn • SAlISbuRy, CT

26 InVITIng guEST RoomS • bREAkfAST, lunCH & dInnER 7 dAyS WITH fIRESIdE dInIng 
noW TAkIng RESERVATIonS • 860-435-0030 • WWW.WHITEHARTInn.Com

JoIn uS foR THE SWSA SnoW bAll SATuRdAy nIgHT fEbRuARy 7TH

37 century boulevard, P.o. box 581
Millerton, ny 12546 • (518) 789-4569

98
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7 AcAdemy Street. SAliSbury, ct 06068
Digby brown, broker

tel: 860.435.4600 fax: 860.435.0766 res: 860.435.0726
dbrown@harneyassoc.com            www.harneyassoc.com

Salisbury, CT 06068 • (860) 435-0600

Lifflander & Reich LLP
A New York Litigation Boutique

1221 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020-1089
212.332.8820
kdolan@lifflander.com

Kent Dolan

mooreandmore@taconic.net

336 Main St., Lakeville, CT

1/19/2008

1

Life,
ColorColor,

Beauty

And a Warm Greenhouse!

Route 44
Salisbury, 

Connecticut
(860) 435 – 2439

1/19/2008

1

Life,
ColorColor,

Beauty

And a Warm Greenhouse!

Route 44
Salisbury, 

Connecticut
(860) 435 – 2439

1/19/2008

1

Life,
ColorColor,

Beauty

And a Warm Greenhouse!

Route 44
Salisbury, 

Connecticut
(860) 435 – 2439

16 Main Street 
Salisbury, CT 06068

Telephone 
860-435-8087

Tabletop - Vietri - Jewelry
Hand Crafted Items 
Dash & Albert Rugs 

Pine Cone Hill Bedding

At Home in the Country

6 New St. Floor 2 West
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70 Weatogue Rd.
phone (860) 824-0761
swthvnfarm@aol.com

Salisbury, CT 06068
fax (860) 824-4810

Noreen Driscoll Breslauer
Floral & Garden Design

Marie Fiddner
Office Manager

Specializing in the care of the older person 
in home, hospital or nursing home
GeronNursing Registry NW, Inc.
81 Main Street, P.O. Box �83, Sharon, CT 06069

Private Duty Home Care
Tel: (860)364-5�99
Fax: (860)364-0153
marie@geronnursing.com

William Trowbridge       Sharon, CT 06069

BLACKSMITH
Exhibiting at The White Gallery

Lakeville, CT

(860) 364-5973

Letter from the President

This year’s event will span three days that we hope 
will inspire you and your family to come visit our 
venue and our surrounding area. Friday night will 
kick off our weekend festivities. The evening will start 
with a chili cook off with offerings from area restau-
rants. There will be an ice carving demonstration 
followed by target jumping by our athletes—with a 
winner-take-all prize of $500 donated for the second 
year by Churchill Brothers, LLC. The bonfires will be 
lit and the cow bells will be ringing!

A junior tournament returns on Saturday morn-
ing after a three-year absence. The field will include 
several local jumpers culled from a Christmas week 
clinic at Satre Hill that boasted 22 youngsters from 
area towns.

Jump practice that will be followed by The Salis-
bury Invitational meet in the afternoon. An ice carv-
ing competition on the green at The White Hart Inn 
will feature artists from the tri-state area and beyond. 
The evening will again bring everyone to the White 
Hart for a silent auction to benefit the Eastern Ski 
Jumping Association, followed by a live band playing 
until midnight. 

Sunday concludes our weekend festivities with 
practice jumping in the morning followed by the 
Eastern Ski Jumping Championships in the after-
noon. Morning, noon or night there will be some-
thing for everyone on this weekend in town.

As you read through this year’s program you 
will realize that there are always projects, events and 
causes that we at SWSA sponsor and or participate 
in. As with many other organizations in town, we try 
to help where we can. Many current directors grew 
up in our club and enjoy giving back to the commu-
nity as a way of thanking past volunteers and direc-
tors. We all work hard to preserve this unique local 
tradition, one of the few truly “old school” venues 
and clubs in the area. And our efforts have been 
rewarded by the support of citizens and organizations 
throughout our community. For the second year in 
a row, Fred Stevenson and Lloyd Wallingford of the 
“Murphy Open” golf tournament chose SWSA as the 
beneficiary in the amount of $4,700. We all greatly 
appreciate their generosity and are committed to 
supporting this event, which helps so many different 
non-profits year after year.             

After talking with Fred and Lloyd, SWSA directors 
decided to sponsor an annual tournament of its own! 

Everyone agreed that an event that did not require 
shovels, rakes, chainsaws, tractors, etc. would be very 
different for our club. We thought “this could actually 
be fun!” and it proved to be. Trish and John MacAr-
thur and their entire family became our hosts. Under-
mountain Golf was the place, and a great day of golf 
was had by all! Our sincere thanks to the MacArthur’s 
and their family for making the day such a success!

Our advertisers in this program are also a very 
important part of the club’s on going commitment to 
winter sports in the area. Year after year and in good 
times and bad, these individuals and businesses help 
our cause in any way they can. We all at SWSA say 
“Thank you.” This program provides the funds to 
maintain our facility and equipment and to keep this 
tradition alive. As we approach the task of replacing 
our jump tower, a positive relationship with the com-
munity becomes ever more important. 

The program is also a way of showing our ap-
preciation to a significant contributor to the SWSA 
tradition who passed away this year. Marianne Fairall 
was known by everyone in SWSA and in the entire 
ski jumping community. Though many of you may 
not have met her personally, you may know her by 
reputation: she was widely known at the Salisbury 

Jumps as the “Cow-bell Lady”. Whether it was your 
first year at our event or your 10th, there was Mari-
anne. She would walk through the crowd with a big 
smile and a much bigger heart selling cow bells. The 
money she raised was then used to support trips, 
equipment and anything else Eastern jumpers needed 
in their travels here and abroad. Aside from sell-
ing bells at all the events she also came up with the 
silent auction idea at Salisbury and two other venues. 
She would get here on Friday night with a load of 
kids from New Hampshire, get them settled in for 
a weekend of jumping, be here first thing both days 
selling bells and then somehow got to the White Hart 
to set up the auction, head off to our awards dinner 
and be back in time to start and run the auction.(The 
silent auction in Salisbury is actually the largest fund 
raising event in Eastern ski jumping!) Salisbury was 
one of Marianne’s favorite events every year and it 
will be difficult to imagine our weekend without her 
enthusiasm and dedication for all kids involved with 
jumping. Please join us Saturday night and visit the 
auction at the White Hart. This would be a wonderful 
way of paying tribute to one of the most dedicated 
women that this sport has ever had!

Ken Barker
President

Salisbury Winter Sports   

Welcome to the 83rd Year of Ski Jumping in Salisbury

photo by Mark LaMonica

SWSa president ken barker

Salisbury Winter Sports Association 2009   �

70 Weatogue Rd.
phone (860) 824-0761
swthvnfarm@aol.com

Salisbury, CT 06068
fax (860) 824-4810

Noreen Driscoll Breslauer
Floral & Garden Design

Marie Fiddner
Office Manager

Specializing in the care of the older person 
in home, hospital or nursing home
GeronNursing Registry NW, Inc.
81 Main Street, P.O. Box �83, Sharon, CT 06069

Private Duty Home Care
Tel: (860)364-5�99
Fax: (860)364-0153
marie@geronnursing.com

William Trowbridge       Sharon, CT 06069

BLACKSMITH
Exhibiting at The White Gallery

Lakeville, CT

(860) 364-5973

Letter from the President
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Finding Community at SWSA  By Billy Sheil, SWSA Director and parent of multiple Junior Jumpers

It was December of 2020; the world was knee-deep 
in COVID-19 and my family had barely socialized with 
anyone outside of our immediate family since February 
of that year. With four great kids and an amazing wife, 
that may not sound too dire, but it was becoming clear 
that even all the hectic activity and fun that comes with 
a troop of six was lacking an important element—com-
munity connection.

At the time we were living in NYC, with no plans 
of ever leaving and no game plan to even think about 
doing so, when one of those lofty pie-in-the sky ideas 
came to me. . . 

“A ski house. . . that’s what we need!”
After briefl y talking it out, my wife and I agreed; 

fi nding a place to rent close to some skiing would allow 
us to get out of the city and provide an outdoor activ-
ity that would have us feeling normal-ish in a world 
that had quickly become not-so-normal. With that idea 
in mind, an adventurous sense of spirit, and a chance 
meeting with a realtor (who would later become a very 
close friend), we found ourselves renting in the heart of 
beautiful and idyllic Lakeville, CT.

While NYC was still unquestionably our home (and 
still present in some of our accents), we were blown 
away by our time in the country from day one: the 
mountains, the lakes, the fresh air, the open space, 
and—oh, how could I forget—The Lakeville Journal, an 
incredible source of news that covers the happenings of 
our small slice of the state so well.

I was quick to become a dedicated reader of The 
Journal, where we fi rst learned of SWSA and about 
the annual Holiday Ski Jump Camp. My children were 
already very comfortable on downhill skis, so it wasn’t 
hard to get them out there on that New Year’s Eve Day 
in 2020. They were willing to give ski jumping a try. 

To put things into the parlance of the sport, this was 
the start bar!

Wait, let’s back up slightly. First, we had to get there! 
We threw the kids and their skis in the Suburban and 
put 80 Indian Cave Road, Salisbury, into our GPS. We 
were ready to wind our way over the backroads and fi nd 
the Ski Jumps. 

“What? It’s only six minutes away?” I remarked 
incredulously. Where could this town of roughly 3,500 
people be hiding a ski jump? As we drove up the pot-
hole-fi lled dirt road, looking like the Griswold family, 
and made the fi nal turn around a copse of tall trees, my 
question was answered. Our heads shot up, our mouths 
dropped open, and eyes snapped wide open. 

We must have looked like the scientists from Juras-
sic Park when they fi rst encountered dinosaurs. “Kids, 
would you look at this?!” 

So, in a sense, this was our takeoff .

The kids enthusiastically took to ski jumping. They 
loved the coaches and the other kids at the camp. My 
wife and I quickly realized there was fun and excite-
ment in store for us, too: the bonfi res SWSA members 
graciously lit to keep us warm, Labonne’s sandwiches in 
the snow, Tom Petty and Chris Stapleton cranking from 
the Byrd house speakers. To say we felt welcomed and 
warm (on some cold, cold days and nights) would be an 
understatement. 

 So, we as a family were not just introduced to ski 
jumping and Satre Hill that day, we were introduced to 
new friends and a new community. And it was because 
of these new connections that we would shift our 
dreams of a “ski house” to a ski home.

Who knows what our future with ski jumping will 
be? Will my kids be traveling to the French Alps in 2030 
or Salt Lake City in 2034 to jump in the Winter Olym-
pics? Or will they just be kids with a natural ebb and 
fl ow of varying interests and pursuits. Time will tell. 
Either way, we’ll be carrying kick-ass memories and 
regaling the people whose paths we cross in life with 
amazing stories from our years at “the jumps.”
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Learning to Fly  By Islay Sheil

Have you ever wanted to fl y? Me too and I never 
thought I would until I learned about ski jumping.  Ski 
jumping is a sport that off ers a unique experience that 
feels like fl ying. It teaches valuable life lessons such as 
trust, perseverance, and sportsmanship. Ski jumping is all 
about conquering new challenges and experiencing the 
thrill of a new fi rst. The ski jumping community is close-
knit and supportive, spanning across diff erent parts of 
the world. Ski jumpers form lasting friendships with their 
competitors and coaches. It is a sport that fosters personal 
growth, confi dence, and resilience. 

Experiencing new things for the fi rst time is always 
exciting. As a ski jumper, the thrill of tackling new chal-
lenges is what keeps me coming back every year. From 
skiing straight down the landing hill for the fi rst time to 
my initial jump at camp when I was just eleven years old, 
to the nerve-wracking experience of doing larger and 
more complex jumps, each new experience has its unique 
excitement. I’ll never forget the fi rst time I did the Nansen 
jump in New Hampshire, which was twice the size of any 
jump I had attempted before. With my coach Seth and 
fellow jumpers cheering me on, I took a deep breath and 
went for it. It was an exhilarating rush of adrenaline, and 
I knew then that I was hooked. These days, I’m always 
on the lookout for my next challenge, and I can’t wait to 
tackle the 70M hill in Salisbury. Whether I’m practicing or 
competing, each new challenge brings me one step closer 
to being a stronger and better jumper. 

Ski jumping is not just a sport, but it is also a commu-
nity of supportive individuals who span diff erent parts of 
the world from here in Salisbury, Connecticut to places 
like Oslo, Norway.  The close-knit ski jumping commu-
nity is always willing to lend a helping hand to anyone 
who needs it. Coaches from diff erent clubs all around the 
world not only coach their own club, but also anyone who 
needs support. For instance, the legendary ski jump coach 
Larry Stone from Lake Placid, New York, coaches young 

ski jumpers every weekend that we train at the Lake Placid 
facilities. Another example is this summer I was one of 
the very fortunate people who traveled together to train 
in Norway. A group of eastern ski jumpers from Salisbury 
and Lake Placid joined together to travel to multiple dif-
ferent hills such as Vicersond, Holmenkollen, NOR and 
many more. The athletes were coached by the Lake Placid 
coaches, Larry Stone and Colin Delaney, but also learned 
from the Norwegian coaches. Because of this tight-knit 
community, we got a chance to train with jumpers from 
the national team and got coached there. This was an in-
credible experience, and I would not trade it for anything. 
The ski jumping community also makes lasting friend-
ships, athletes form friendships with their competitors 
and coaches. Ski jumpers from New Hampshire, Vermont, 
New York, and other places come together to participate 

in ski jumping meets every weekend, and in doing so, this 
causes us to become friends and competitors. All the ski 
jumpers know each other’s goals and cheer one another on 
to learn and accomplish more.  

In ski jumping, I’ve found that you learn valuable life 
lessons that stay with you forever. One of the biggest les-
sons I’ve learned is the importance of trusting yourself. 
When you’re standing at the top of a new jump, unable to 
see where you’ll land, all you can do is trust in your train-
ing and your abilities. The coaches and athletes around 
you help you believe in yourself and know when it’s time 
to let go. Once you do, all your worries go away, and you’re 
left with an incredible sense of relief, adrenaline, and con-
fi dence. It feels like you can do anything. I’ve also learned 
to always persevere and get back up, no matter what. Even 
after a bad fall and a broken wrist, I didn’t give up. It took 
a lot of strength, courage, and time, but I eventually got 
back on the jump and continue to jump it to this day.  

In conclusion, ski jumping is more than just a sport. 
It off ers an incredible experience that feels just like fl ying 
and teaches valuable life lessons such as trust, persever-
ance, and sportsmanship. I face new challenges every 
day, and the thrill of tackling these challenges keeps me 
coming back for more. The ski jumping community is in-
credibly supportive and fosters lasting friendships among 
athletes and coaches from all around the world. Ski jump-
ing has taught me to trust in myself, to never give up, and 
to be resilient in the face of obstacles. I’m grateful for the 
experiences I’ve had in ski jumping, and I’m excited to see 
what new challenges and lessons await me in the future.

When you are standing at the top of a new 
jump, unable to see where you’ll land, all 
you can do is trust in your training and 
your abilities. The coaches and athletes 
around you help you believe in yourself 
and know when it’s time to let go.

 — Islay Sheil, Jumper

“

PHOTOS BY BILLY SHEIL
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Team SWSA Members Travel to Norway
By Serena Hollmeyer Taylor

Last August, fi ve Salisbury athletes traveled to Oslo, 
Norway to train at the storied hills of Holmenkollbak-
ken. There they met up with fellow jumpers from Lake 
Placid, NY and Park City, UT, as well as New York Ski 
Education Foundation (NYSEF) coaches Larry Stone and 
Colin Delaney. 

The training hills of Holmenkollbakken sit high 
above Oslo and look slightly diff erent from the hills of 
the Northeast–with plastic mats allowing jumping to 
take place on the 10M, 20M, 40M, 60M, and 90M jumps 
in every season. 

The SWSA athletes trained with Norwegian athletes 
and were coached by the Norwegian coaching staff  
along with Stone and Delaney. This international collab-
oration refl ects in practice the 2022 partnership estab-
lished between USA Nordic Sport (USANS) and Norges 
Hopplandslaget, the national organization for jumping 
in their respective countries. The partnership works 
to support athletes and the sport through training, 
coaching, and promoting of jumping throughout the 
world. For the SWSA athletes this meant the opportu-
nity to spend time with coaches and jumpers for whom 
this sport is deeply imbued in their culture. Unlike the 
United States, where a child who ski jumps is an aberra-
tion, the 120M jump that sits iconically over the capital 
has a spectator capacity of 70,000 and jumpers are as 
well-known as NFL quarterbacks in the United States. 

This trip provided so much to the athletes from 
Salisbury: intensive coaching due to the large number 
of coaches on hand, deepened friendships, and op-
portunities to meet and befriend athletes from all over 
Scandinavia and Europe. Also present in the background 
were the commonalities of the sport: volunteers mark-
ing distances jumped, athletes cheering each other on, 
and providing support even during the fi ercest mo-

ments of competition; some SWSA parents were even 
press-ganged into sta�  ng the Norwegian version of the 
Cook Shack, trying their hands at hjertevafl er and pølse 
(wa�  es and hot dogs.) 

The time spent on the hills at Holmenkollbakken and 
Vikersund, the ski fl ying hill, where the world record 
was set, allowed the US  jumpers and coaches to experi-
ence what a full complement of hill sizes can provide 
to young fl yers. For an athlete to improve requires goal 
setting, training and inspiration. The opportunity to be 
surrounded by motivated, knowledgeable, and inspired 
coaches and teammates elevates a young athlete. The 
trip allowed them to always have their eyes on the next 
largest hill as a goal to work towards–even as their 
coaches try to keep their focus on the hill under foot! 
Additionally, facilities that can be used year-round pro-
vide a strong base of training for jumpers. As the saying 
goes “summer is for training, winter is for competition.”

SWSA is grateful to be a part of the ski jumping com-
munity in the Northeast and proud of the athletes who 
represented us in Norway this summer. We can’t wait 
to watch them bring their new Nordic knowledge to the 
skies this winter! PHOTOS BY  BILLY SHEIL
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Team SWSA Goes 
to Alaska, Again!
By Allen Bertapelle

One of the advantages of participating in ski 
jumping is the opportunity to travel with other 
teams and coaches. During June the Nordic and 
Jumping team in Anchorage, Alaska hosts a camp 
and competition. Summer jumping provides a 
consistent surface to improve the techniques nec-
essary for the winter season.

This summer, SWSA returned to Anchor-
age Alaska to train with Team AK at the Sum-
mer Solstice Camp held at the Karl Eid Jumping 
Complex. SWSA Jumpers Victoria Bertapelle and 
Edward Bertapelle were joined by other Eastern 
Division Ski Jumpers; Celia Osborn, Caroline 
Chor, and Catherine Chor for the duration of the 
camp.  As an additional bonus, Coach Larry Stone 
also joined the Eastern jumpers as a coach at this 
camp.  

Jumpers each gained valuable experience 
training on diff erent size hills. Receiving feedback 
from diff erent coaches, spending time getting to 
know each other better as an Eastern Division 
team, and meeting other jumpers from around 
the country. There were jumpers from all fi ve 
regions: Alaska, Central, Eastern, Intermountain 
Division, and Rocky Mountain. The expertise and 
comraderie elevated the experience of learning in 
a spectacular venue.

Highlights from the camp included a midnight 
jump, jumping from one day into the next, a 
conditioning hike to the Portage Glacier, seeing 
Mount Denali from the top of the jump, and a 
camping overnight on the outrun prior to the last 
day of camp - or was it camping ‘over day’ in the 
land of the midnight sun(?).   

These Team SWSA members return to the 
snow this winter with new experiences, improved 
skills and excitement. Have one!

PHOTO BY KAREN BERTAPELLE
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SWSA says THANK YOU!!
to the Following Individuals and Organizations

for donating equipment and time.

Allyndale Corp.

Andy Belter

Nic Osborn

Salisbury Town Garage

Stanton Equipment

Jason Bonhotel

Bob Stair

John Considine 

Champ Perotti

The Salisbury 

Volunteer Ambulance

The Lakeville 

Volunteer Firemen

Labonnes

photo by Don West

Mark Levasseur established a new award  to be given each year to the 
winner of the Masters Class at the eastern Championships. this award is 
named the earle Murphy and Don West award in honor of two long-time 
eastern Master Jumpers who have had significant impacts on the sport.

pictured is Mark breen, first time winner of the Murphy West Award
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When you buy a ticket to the championships, here is where your money goes

Running the annual U.S. Eastern and Salisbury 
Invitational Ski Jumping Championships and maintaining 
the jumps are major undertakings that consume not only 
thousands of volunteer hours but also a significant portion 
of the Salisbury Winter Ski Association budget. Less well 

known, 

however, are a number of other programs that SWSA 
sponsors. If you bought advertising in the Jump Program, 
purchased a ticket to the event or became a member of the 
organization, here are some of the places your money is 
going:

* Maintenance of the Bittersweet Downhill area and 
Selleck Hill Cross-country trails.

* Support of junior jumpers. SWSA provides 
equipment, sends juniors to summer training camps, and 
helps finance travel and participation in competitions 
across the country.

* Support of local school children interested in skiing. 

SWSA funds contributed to the Salisbury Central 
School ski program at Catamount help cover cost of 
transportation, lessons, and equipment rental.

* The annual Ski Swap, which benefits residents selling 
unneeded equipment. Donated gear, distributed through 
the Salisbury Recreation Dept., encourages local children 
to get into the sport. 

* Support of jumpers throughout New England with 
contributions to the New York State Ski Educational 
Foundation, which provides transportation and other 
support to jumpers in the region.

—Carey D. Fiertz

More Than Just Jumps

Dave Jones

860-435-0909/Fax 860-435-2267
330 Main Street • Lakeville, CT 06039
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Ladies of Eastern 
Ski Jumping
By Cheryl Tourville

The Ladies of Eastern Ski Jumping is a group that 
was created to empower female athletes from the 
Eastern Division. The attrition of girls from jumping 
was signifi cantly higher than the boys. The girls felt ski 
jumping was a male-dominated sport; they didn’t have 
enough support. I was inspired and with the support 
of another mother, my husband, and a jumping coach, 
created the Ladies of Eastern Ski Jumping as a social 
group to give the girls the support they wanted and 
needed. I wanted an opportunity for the girls to receive 
encouragement to try new things, “to put the sunglass-
es on for the people around them”.

Just like Fly Girls from the Central Division of 
Jumping, we assist in recruiting and retaining female 
athletes for the Eastern Division Clubs. The ladies still 
register and train with their local teams but have ad-
ditional resources and support.

Since our founding, we have grown in many ways. 
We have the support of all the Eastern Division Clubs, 
the coaches, parents and the support of our male ath-
letes. This group has not only grown in numbers but 
also in off erings! We successfully hosted two GIRLS 
ONLY sessions in 2023 (Andover Outing Club and 
NYSEF). We received national support, where fellow 
female ski jumpers donated their suits for our girls.

The group provides unique opportunities for the 
athletes to combine both social and athletic activi-
ties–providing confi dence boosts and empowerment. 
Today the girls look out for each other and have cre-
ated a bond that empowers them and our group. With 
the connections and opportunities, they fl y like you 
wouldn’t believe! With our two GIRLS ONLY clinics 
in 2023 we saw signifi cant growth and development in 
the athletes. The leadership of special guest coaches 
and the comraderie of the girls combine to create a 
unique support group that motivates the athletes. The 
Ladies of Eastern Ski Jumping welcomes all, encourag-
ing athletes from their fi rst time sitting on the bar to 
sending them off  the 90M in Lake Placid. We can’t wait 
to watch these ladies fl y this winter!

So how does this really work? Girls join their local 
club and are immediately introduced to Eastern Ladies 
by fellow members, coaches and others. The girls have 
their own banner, a place to gather, with snacks, and 
handwarmers provided. When a female athlete loses 
her confi dence, we assign another female athlete and 
one of our coaches to work with them. We create 
access to various training opportunities at each club, 
and we empower young girls to work hard which leads 
to progress, success, and belonging. Today the girls 
look out for each other and have created a bond that 
empowers them and our group. The bonding helps en-
courage each girl to push through barriers and evolve 
with their training. Success builds success by sur-
rounding the athletes with supportive and competitive 
like-minded young women. Watch Ladies of Eastern 
Ski Jumping fl y this winter!

PHOTO BY CHERYL TOURVILLE
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16th Annual Holiday Jump Camp January 6 and 7, 2024  Photos by Caroline Gilbert

The 16th annual Holiday Jump Camp was held 
January 6 and 7 and was a huge success. Saturday 
morning close to 40 children, ages 6 and up, were 
registered and ready to fl y! The fi rst day with perfect 
temperatures and lots of enthusiasm made for a 
positive day of fi rsts. Sunday brought a snowy winter 
day, but in the ski jumping world that just means 
putting on another layer. A series of fi rsts of skiing 
the landing hill, moving to the top of the hill start-
bar, staying low in the in-run and pushing at take-off  
were all accomplished. Experienced Team SWSA 
members were there to support and cheer on the 
newcomers, while practicing their technique. 

The Holiday camp is an annual tradition that 
allows current jumpers to get back on the snow and 
introduces eager skiers to try out the sport of ski 
jumping. This year the camp followed an introduc-
tion day at Salisbury Central School. Current and 
former jumpers along with Lake Placid and former 
US coach Larry Stone, introduced grades 2-5 to the 
sport during gym class. 

Coaching at camp came from Seth Gardner, Caleb 
Gilbert, and Ella Rydingsword, who are all former 
jumpers and participants at past Jump Camps. Caleb 
has attended in some capacity all 16 Jump Camps!

The camp is made possible by snowmaking that 
starts in November and the many volunteers who 
work to snow the in-run and hill. They were sup-
ported by a team of SWSA parents and Directors: 
Alan Bertapelle, Scott Fitch, Holly Reid, Rosina 
Rand, Spencer Taylor and Billy Sheil. 

Team SWSA is looking forward to continuing the 
season with weekday and weekend practices. Check 
Jumpfest.org for updates or email info@jumpfest.org 
to receive more information. 

Come learn to fl y with Team SWSA!
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CONGRATS 
JUMPERS!

MILLERTONVET.COM
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“Have One!”“Have One!”

JUMPMAKERS
JUMPMAKERS

JUMPFEST 2024
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Continuing the Legacy for Tomorrow: The Time Is Now

LAUNCH
for the next 100 years

Imagine being at the top 
of a ski jump and having 
no sight access to your 
landing. At this courageous 

moment, Salisbury Winter 
Sports Association’s young 
athletes need to trust their hours 
of training, their equipment, 
and their coaches. Much of 
the formula for a current 
SWSA jumper’s success relies 
on the generosity of access to 
facilities from a small handful of 
programs in the Northeast. 

While the Annual Holiday 
Jump Camp at Satre Hill plants 
the seed and imagination 
for future successes, the 
ultimate progression to soar 
off Salisbury’s own impressive 
tower on Jumpfest weekend in 
February is missing a critical 
step: an intermediary jump 
between the 20M and the 70M. 
Right now, it feels like putting 
a person on the moon to make 
this step to the tallest tower. But, 
like the Apollo astronauts, our 

ambitious, aspiring program 
simply needs to modernize the 
steppingstones and training 
opportunities to make this 
a reality. SWSA’s current 
intermediate jump is nearly 75 
years old and needs replacing, 
now. The future mission as an 
active, vibrant winter sports 
club relies on this, among other 
important upgrades.

Over the past 10 years, SWSA 
has systematically worked to 
rebuild, renew and revive ski 
jumping and the facilities at 
Satre Hill. The 16th Annual 
Holiday Jump Camp was held 
this winter with an attendance 
of over 30 junior jumpers. The 
new jumpers of 2024 were led 
by some coaches who were 
members of the first camp held 
in 2008. Facility upgrades to the 
smallest hill include a regrading 
of the landing hill, metal in-run 
tracks, a new trestle, upgraded 
snowmaking pipes and snow 
guns and the purchase of a state-
of-the-art PistonBully snow 
groomer. A Nordic ski loop has 
been cut and is ready for cross-
country skiing. In addition, the 
land has been cleared to better 
the sightlines for spectators, 
but also in preparation of 
replacing the 30M jump. These 
foundational steps are necessary 
to launch the next generation 
from the 70M steel tower at 
Satre Hill. SWSA has laid the 
groundwork with people and 
scaffolding and are ready for the 
next step. 

Remember when you were 
driven by a dream that was 
fueled by profound opportunity 
and the vision of an attainable 
hero. The past and future Junior 
Olympians, many of whom 
go onto the World stage that 
compete in Salisbury every 
year are examples of the unique 
design and purposeful approach 
of the national ski jumping 
community. Salisbury Winter 
Sports Association has all the 

Aerial view of the proposed intermediate jumping hill 
and tower, to replace the current 75-year-old structure.

Future design of a state-of-the-art intermediate jump 
at Satre Hill to be completed by Jumpfest 2025.

A new intermediate jump, one 
that bridges the gap between 
our beginner and advanced 
hills, that young jumpers 
will be able to trust and find 
courage in as they build their 
confidence and skills, is an 
absolutely crucial step to 
ensure the continuation and 
success of ski jumping in 
Salisbury for decades to come.

Ariel Picton Kobayashi 
former local jumper

and SWSA coach
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Salisbury IS Jumping

ingredients: partners in the 
local community, an amazing 
group of volunteers, consistent 
and committed leadership, 
and a generational legacy that 
exists in only a few select places 
in America. The core goals, 
beyond the remarkable events, 
are to build character and 
prepare our kids for life through 
winter sports and community 
relationships. Very few places in 
the United States can make this 
claim.

The last time SWSA undertook a 
fundraising effort like this, more 
than a decade ago, they achieved 
great success, raising $700,000 
from over 500 donors, earning 
a celebratory feature in the New 
York Times. Thus, the legacy 
that started in 1926 endures, 
just as thousands of spectators 
and courageous jumpers from 
around the United States make 
the pilgrimage to the Northwest 
Corner each winter to test their 
skill in our second-to-none 
setting.

There is a bumper sticker from 
the last fundraising campaign 
that remains on a few cars in 
town, “Salisbury IS Jumping.” 
Anyone who has been around 
SWSA for even a day would 
NEVER disagree. Team SWSA 
does not ever show “how the 

Profile of the existing 30 Meter tower erected nearly 75 years ago!

The Salisbury Winter Sports Association welcomes and relies on financial contributions to support ongoing 
improvements to Satre Hill and additional needs. Naming opportunities are available for parts of the 

new intermediate jump and the jump itself, as well as remaining building and program projects. 

For further information regarding capital contributions please contact Peter Gilbert at peter.gilbert@jumpfest.org 

sausage is made,” but only turns 
out national caliber events. The 
extensive snowmaking piles 
often start in late November. 
With an army of volunteers, 
the set up for the three hills 
sometimes stretches well into 
the night to prepare for Jumpfest 
and Junior Nationals. One only 
needs to spend an afternoon 
with this inspiring group to 
witness even a fraction of the 
deep community values they 
reflect. 

The town of Salisbury and SWSA 
have a remarkable, well-earned 
ski jumping legacy, and there are 
talented, enthusiastic jumpers 
in the pipeline waiting for 
their turn. Truly, this tradition 
has endured, and SWSA is 
well positioned for this next 
step. The capital support to 
come will assure that future 
generations will be afforded 
the same opportunities, and 
SWSA can double-down on all 
its uniqueness. These jump and 
hill renovations are long overdue 
and essential for the program. 
The vision to come that supports 
SWSA’s mission will be our gift 
to the passion for winter sports 
and the dreams of our youth in 
the area forevermore. SWSA 
IS Jumping, and it is part of 
the fabric and tradition of our 
amazing town and area.

COUNTDOWN
T-Minus 12 Months to Launch

CAMPAIGN BEGINS MARCH 2024
Dismantle Current Jump

Spring 2024
Excavation Work
April-June 2024
Steel Installation

September-October 2024
Landing Hill Excavation and Reprofile Hill

August-October 2024
Open for Take-Off
Jumpfest 2025

Installation of Underlayment Covered  
by Plastic for Spring/Summer Jumping

Summer 2025

CAPITAL GOALS 
estimated

New 30M Tower
$225,000

Regrade of 20M and 30M
Landing Hills in Prep for Plastic

$40,000
Subsurface Preparation for Plastic

$35,000
Structural/Civil and 

Electrical Engineering Drawings
$30,000 

Electrical and Lighting Upgrades
$30,000

Total Capital Goal of $425,000 

SWSA’S MISSION
The mission of the Salisbury 
Winter Sports Association is to 
acquaint our nearby communities, 
especially the children, with 
Nordic ski-jumping, cross-country 
and Alpine skiing, and to teach 
the skills necessary for their 
enjoyment and lifelong pursuit. 
As part of its mission, SWSA hosts 
and perpetuates the annual ski-
jumping competition on Satre Hill 
to sustain ski jumping in Salisbury 
and the Eastern United States.

www.jumpfest.org
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SALISBURY, CT

THE

WHITE HART

WHITE HART 
PROVISIONS

and 

The Hart of Salisbury !

breakfast, lunch, coffee and to-go

y night

860 435 0030 • WHITEHARTINN.COM

WH discover salisbury 9.17.19.indd   1 9/17/19   8:27 PM

SALISBURY, CT

THE

WHITE HART

WHITE HART 
PROVISIONS

and 

breakfast, lunch, coffee and to-go

860 435 0030 • WHITEHARTINN.COM

WH discover salisbury 9.17.19.indd   1 9/17/19   8:27 PM

Jumpfest 2023  Photos by Marlena Aakjar, Caroline Gilbert and Cheryl Tourville
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Ellsworth
Classics

ellsworthclassics.com
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. Grass Fed Dry Aged Beef .
. pork . chicken . eggs .

EXCEPTIONAL FLAVOR

Fridays and Saturdays . 10:00 – 5:00
(or by request)

189 SALMON KILL ROAD LAKEVILLE CT

Allen & Robin Cockerline . 860-435-2089
WhippoorwillFarmCT.com

WHIPPOORWILL FARM
A full selection of pork, chicken, grass fed beef, eggs, 

honey and maple syrup, 
 open year round.

 Fridays and Saturdays 10:00 – 5:00.

Eat well, eat responsibly. 
Support a business that keeps our area green and growing.

Allen & Robin Cockerline

189 SALMON KILL RD. SALISBURY 
 

860-435-2089
Whippoorwillfarmct.com

. Grass Fed Dry Aged Beef .
. pork . chicken . eggs .

EXCEPTIONAL FLAVOR

Fridays and Saturdays . 10:00 – 5:00
(or by request)

189 SALMON KILL ROAD LAKEVILLE CT

Allen & Robin Cockerline . 860-435-2089
WhippoorwillFarmCT.com
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Excavating Contractors • Fully Licensed and Insured
 Site Work • Septic Systems • Driveways • Drainage 

Demolition • Trucking

Excavating Contractors • Fully Licensed and Insured
 Site Work • Septic Systems • Driveways • Drainage 

Demolition • Trucking

MON.-FRI. 5:30 A.M.-3:00 P.M.
SAT. 5:30 A.M.-2:00 P.M.

Closed on SUNDAY

Dave’s
Tire and Auto Repair

- Bob Anderson

Congratulations
              Jumpers

The History of SWSA  By Willie Hallihan

PHOTO BY CAROLINE GILBERT

PHOTOS BY MARLENA AAKJAR

John Satre Memorial Hill in Salisbury is the home 
of Salisbury Winters Sports Association (SWSA). It was 
born from the guidance of Norwegian immigrants, nur-
tured by the passion of Salisbury’s townspeople, sus-
tained by the dedication of SWSA and reborn through 
the good will and generous hearts of those donations 
that made possible the building of the new tower in 
2011. Today, the facility continues to grow and evolve to 
support the wonders of winter. 

Ever since a winter afternoon in 1925 when a Nor-
wegian immigrant skied off  the edge of a barn roof to 
show the locals the wonder of his sport, ski jumping 
has held an honored place in Salisbury’s history and 

in its heart. In its long tenure, ski jumping has helped 
shape many young lives and has brought both national 
and international recognition to some of Salisbury’s 
best athletes.  The Salisbury Winter Sports Association 
(SWSA) and its Satre Hill are well respected throughout 
the ski jumping world. Its annual competition is a re-
quired jump for Junior National hopefuls; its directors 
who manage the myriad technical issues of putting on 
a jump have been called “the equal of any jump mainte-
nance crew in the nation” by Lake Placid o�  cials, and 
the size of our hill provides a necessary transition for 
learning jumpers to move from small practice hills to 
the large hills of Lake Placid.
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View from the Top 2024  By Carey Fiertz

If you stare at a bonfi re from several hundred yards 
away, and try hard, it will warm you. Trust me. I speak 
from many years’ experiences at the top of the jumps.

If you stare at the Cook Shack long enough, you can 
defi nitely taste a burger. Ah, those onions… (okay- if 
the wind is right, the aroma helps.) While I have yet to 
master staring at the beer & wine tent, well, maybe this 
will be the year.

And, if you stare at the crowds and jumpers down 
below, you can start to appreciate the vast undertaking 
that SWSA represents.

Consider that folks have stood on the tower (and its 
predecessors) for almost 100 years, supporting a sport 
that is not exactly mainstream, and never has been 
in this country. Yet somehow, the magic of Satre Hill 
endures. It attracts volunteers who give untold hours in 
all kinds of weather, jumpers who risk life and limb to 
compete, coaches who generously share their wisdom, 
and spectators who cheer wholeheartedly - no matter 
what.

When I fi rst joined SWSA almost 20 years ago, I was 
told we did an extraordinary job hosting competitions, 
and that people loved to travel from Lake Placid and 
New Hampshire and wherever jumpers live and train. 
It is a highlight of the eastern ski jumping season. Of 
course, hardly anyone on the board of directors had 
ever seen a jump competition anywhere else, so we just 
did the same thing every year and somehow, it worked.

Today, the enterprise has become more complex. 
Happily, we have a growing number of young jumpers 
wearing SWSA uniforms, and they and their parents are 
committed to success. Our President, Ken Barker, is a 
certifi ed jump o�  cial who runs the Eastern Division’s 
Jumping and Nordic Combined Program, and is Chief 
of Hill for the World Cup in Lake Placid, NY; he has 

mastered requisite skills ranging from raking snow to 
operating the PistenBully snow groomer to comforting a 
5 year-old fi rst-timer.

As SWSA grows, so do the challenges, ranging from 
the need for mandatory SafeSport training to fundrais-
ing to climate change. We are actively improving the 
facilities at Satre Hill and are actively working to replace 

the 30M jump. We also aim to off er jump training year-
round.

SWSA could not operate without community sup-
port. We are eternally grateful to our volunteers, par-
ents, jumpers, donors, advertisers, sponsors, and ticket 
buyers. Thank you, and if you want to learn how to feel 
a bonfi re from the top of the tower, let me know!

PHOTO BY JONATHAN DOSTER
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Traditional Cabinetry,
Bookcases & Furniture

backcountrywoodworkingllc.com 

Backcountry Woodworking
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MIMI HARSON, Realtor
Serving Litchfield Hills, Hudson Valley and Southern Berkshires over 20 years

c 860.671.1557 | o 860.435.2400 | mharson@williampitt.com  
Salisbury Brokerage, 19 Main Street | williampitt.com

Whether it is a summer rental or full time residence, 
let me show you all the area has to offer.

5

WEATOGUE FARM

78 WEATOGUE ROAD, SALISBURY

Terence S. Miller
349A Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039

(860)364-5380

CELEBRATING 
60 YEARS IN 
BUSINESS. 

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 

PATRONAGE.

CELEBRATING 
60 YEARS IN 
BUSINESS. 

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 

PATRONAGE.
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John B. Hull, Inc.John B. Hull, Inc.
Total Petroleum Service

for the Northwest Corner
860-824-5421

PHOTO BY LISA SHEBLEMatt Risch lets it fly.

Good Luck Jumpers

Carpentry
&

17 A Railroad Street      860-435-9661
Salisbury, CT  06068      860-671-1390

AARROWHEAD 
SELF STORAGE PARK

Conveniently located at 
14 Grace Way, Canaan, CT

Indoor Temperature Controlled 
Self Storage units  for your 
convenience & security

Please call 860 824 7435 for details
Occupancy Summer ‘08

UndermoUntain Golf CoUrse
Copake, nY

518-329-4444
www.undermountaingolf.com

Spend a Few Hours...Not a Fortune
 • Full Pro Shop • Practice Area
 • Air Conditioned • Motorized Carts
 • Snack Bar  

SWSA says THANK YOU!!
to the Following Individuals and Organizations

for donating equipment and time.

Allyndale Corp.

Andy Belter

Nic Osborn

Salisbury Town Garage

Stanton Equipment

Jason Bonhotel

Bob Stair

John Considine 

Champ Perotti

The Salisbury 

Volunteer Ambulance

The Lakeville 

Volunteer Firemen

Labonnes

photo by Don West

Mark Levasseur established a new award  to be given each year to the 
winner of the Masters Class at the eastern Championships. this award is 
named the earle Murphy and Don West award in honor of two long-time 
eastern Master Jumpers who have had significant impacts on the sport.

pictured is Mark breen, first time winner of the Murphy West Award

Thursday - Monday  7am - 9pm

Since 2010

19 Main Street Millerton, NY  | 518-592-1313
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OUR MOUNTAIN
IS CALLING YOU 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE IMS EXPERIENCE TODAY: ADMISSIONS@INDIANMOUNTAIN.ORG

INDIANMOUNTAIN.ORG  |  211 INDIAN MOUNTAIN ROAD, LAKEVILLE, CT  |  PRE-K - GRADE 9

IMS_SkiJumps_2020Draft2.indd   1 1/4/21   8:49 AM

Supporting SWSA  By Willie Hallihan

SWSA holds several fundraising events every year 
in addition to the marquee event of Jumpfest. Each 
event, in its own way, contributes to SWSA’s ongoing 
mission of helping children to participate in the skiing 
disciplines and to consistently upgrade our facilities. 

SWSA is fueled by the manpower and generosity of 
volunteers to support the mission. There is an impres-
sive ethic of involvement and support that surrounds 
the organization. Each year SWSA faces challenges to 
upgrade and maintain facilities, all while promoting 
and increasing the participation numbers. In addi-
tion to running a ski jumping facility and coaching ski 
jumpers, SWSA supports local ski clubs through area 
schools and town recreation departments. Each year 
SWSA looks to improve and continue to provide sup-
port for the community. 

Annually, SWSA hosts several fundraising opportu-
nities to build support and fi nances for the club:

September -2024 will see the 17th Annual SWSA 
Golf Tournament and Pig Roast. Held every year in 
September at Undermountain Golf Course in Copake, 
NY. It is a great event to have in the off -season while 
awaiting winter. The event is an opportunity to have 
a Saturday morning of fun with like-minded people 
while supporting SWSA. A pig roast helps diff erentiate 
the outing from other tournaments and helps support 
the Sunday in the Country Food Drive. Over 20 local 
businesses and individuals help underwrite the event. 

October- A month after the Golf Tournament and 
Pig Roast, Chris Batista, owner of the Stateline Wine 
and Spirits in Canaan organizes the BrewSki Fest at 
Satre Hill. The proceeds of this event are donated 
to SWSA. This is a major fundraiser and includes 40 

or more breweries and live music by the Steve Dunn 
Band. Again, local businesses underwrite the event. 

December- Many winter sports enthusiasts mark 
the fi rst Saturday in December- the day of SWSA’s sec-
ond longest-running event, the Ski Swap ‘n Sale. Both 
used and new equipment are on sale at the Lakeville 
Firehouse the fi rst weekend of December. This event 
is a favorite among many SWSA Directors because it 
gives people a chance to sell their used equipment, 
outfi t themselves, and especially their children for 
very reasonable prices. The line forms early as fami-
lies arrive to fi nd the best gear at the best prices.  The 
proceeds from this event support local school ski 
programs.

January- During the month of January over 100 
area businesses support SWSA by purchasing an ad in 
the Jumpfest Program. Many of these businesses have 
supported SWSA through an ad for multiple decades. 
While SWSA can provide print distribution to thou-
sands on Jumpfest weekend and through the Lakeville 
Journal distribution, their steady advertising is a reli-
able source of income for the club. 

February- Jumpfest- the three-day event, Jumpfest 
can be SWSA’s most important fundraiser. Since 2011, 
along with our new 70M tower, the event took on a 
new name-Jumpfest. The title refl ects the region-wide 
celebration of the sport. Now, along with Satur-
day’s Salisbury Invitational, Sunday’s Eastern US Ski 
Jumping Championships, there is also a Friday night 
competition with Target Jumping, and the Human 
Dog Sled Race. Of course, the Saturday night Snow-
ball, held at the Town Grove, is a big hit. Competitors 
for all three days of Jumpfest include the most tal-

ented jumpers from the eastern division. It is an event 
with bonfi res, food trucks, cookshack burgers, and 
future Olympians. In the 98-year history of Jump-
fest, the event has never been cancelled due to lack 
of snow. Wind, cold, and too much snow has caused 
more havoc than lack of snow. The determination of 
workers at SWSA combined with new snow guns and 
a PistonBully snow groomer allow the event to happen 
regardless of the warming climate. 

Finally, although not an event per se, SWSA’s An-
nual Appeal is our most important fundraiser. SWSA is 
truly a locally supported organization, and the appeal 
is where that support is best showcased. Donations 
from folks in our surrounding towns range from a few 
dollars to quite a few dollars, and every dollar mat-
ters. The money raised supports scholarships to grade 
schoolers in afterschool ski programs; buys equipment 
for our junior jumpers and helps them travel to events 
in places near and far from Lake Placid, NY to Norway; 
replace our aging jump towers; transition to snowless 
jumping; defray the astronomical electrical costs of 
making snow and on and on. 

SWSA is grateful for the active participation of 
donors and volunteers who help support the orga-
nization. Yearly maintenance, repairs, upgrades and 
the fi nancial support for local youth are only possible 
through the combination of donations and fundrais-
ing opportunities that happen throughout the year. 

We at SWSA cherish the support of all of you who 
either donate to our appeal, volunteer time, or buy a 
ticket to one of our events. We do not take your sup-
port for granted and we will always use the resources 
entrusted in us as wisely as possible.
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KLEMM REAL ESTATEInc
LITCHFIELD COUNTY’S PREMIER BROKERS

THE ONLY LITCHFIELD COUNTY INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY AWARD WINNER YEAR AFTER YEAR 2003-2023         

klemmrealestate.com

KLEMM REAL ESTATEInc
LITCHFIELD COUNTY’S PREMIER BROKERS

#1 for Selling & Renting Fine Country Properties!GO
FOR
IT!

COME LET US 
SHOW YOU!

JUMP 
IN!

JUMP JUMP 

Source: SmartMLS, CC & DC MLS, MHMLS and Klemm Private Sales 1/1/93 – 12/12/23

Lakeville/Salisbury 860.435.6789 > Litchfield 860.567.5060 > New Preston 860.868.0505 > Roxbury 860.354.3263 
Sharon 860.364.5993 > Washington Depot 860.868.7313 > Woodbury 203.263.4040

Jumpfest: Just the Facts Ma’am

WHO:
The most accomplished athletes from the Northeast 

Corner of our jumping community ranging from youth 
to master categories.

 WHAT:
Ski jumping scored for distance and style on the 20, 

30 and 65 meter hills. Competitors hurtle down the 
in-run at speeds of up to 50 mph and then soar through 
the air 200 feet and more and come to a stop within 
hand-shaking distance of the spectators. Come meet 
the next generation of Olympians!

 WHEN:
Jumpfest takes place February 2-4, 2024. Friday night 

features Target Jumping, rewarding accuracy and skill. 
Saturday hosts Nordic Kids jumping on the smaller hills 
starting at 9:30 am; followed by the Salisbury Invita-
tional on the world-class ski-jump at 1:00 pm. Sunday is 
the final qualifying event for the Eastern Junior Nation-
al team and the U.S. Eastern Championships. Competi-
tion begins at 1 pm.

 WHERE:
Satre Hill is located in Salisbury, Connecticut, a pic-

turesque New England village in the northwest corner 
of the state. Salisbury is only 1 hour from Hartford, 2 
hours from New York City and less than 3 hours from 
Boston. The jumps are 5 minutes from the center of 
town. Parking is free.

 WHY:
 Affordable family fun! Admission is $15 per adult 

each day of competition. Multi-day passes are avail-
able. Children 12 and under enter free. Ski jumping is 
an ideal spectator sport for young and old. It is thrill-
ing to watch, easy to understand. The athletes are 
friendly and approachable. Ring a cowbell to cheer on 

the competitors, snack at the Cook Shack, warm up by 
the bonfire, and be part of the action!

HOW:
Come by car, train, bus, snowmobile, ATV,or snow-

shoe! After watching the jumpers, the entire town can 
be accessed on foot
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An American Bistro
The Area’s Best Sushi

Open 7 Days
Sunday-Thursday 

11:00 - 9:00
Friday & Saturday 

11:00 - 10:00

Dine In or Take Out
Delivery to Local 

Schools & Businesses 
Available

349 Main Street
Lakeville, CT 06039

860-435-2111
www.boathouseatlakeville.com

Private Rooms 

Available for Special 

Functions

4 Dining Rooms
3 Fireplaces

Reservations Recommended

but not required

FRIDAY, FEB. 6
Friday Night Lights!

Chili Cook Off: 7 p.m.
Prize money donated by Churchill 
Brothers, LLC; Target Jumps: 7 p.m.

Ice-Carving Demo: 8:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 7
Salisbury Invitational 

Championship:
Junior Championships, 20M & 

30M: 9 a.m.; Practice: 11 a.m.
Competition: 1 p.m.

Ice Carving Competition:
White Hart Inn, carving all day; 
Awards Ceremony: 4 p.m. FREE

Snow Ball Dance:
White Hart Inn: 8 p.m.

Admission is $10
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Eastern USSA Ski Jumping

Championship

Final Junior Olympic Qualifier
Practice: 11 a.m.

Competition: 1 p.m.

ADMISSION
Adults: $10 each day

Children 12 and under: FREE

83rd Annual Ski Jumps - February 6-8, 2009 - Salisbury, CT
For more information, visit www.jumpfest.org
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An American Bistro
The Area’s Best Sushi

Open 7 Days
Sunday-Thursday 

11:00 - 9:00
Friday & Saturday 

11:00 - 10:00

Dine In or Take Out
Delivery to Local 

Schools & Businesses 
Available

349 Main Street
Lakeville, CT 06039

860-435-2111
www.boathouseatlakeville.com

Private Rooms 

Available for Special 

Functions

4 Dining Rooms
3 Fireplaces

Reservations Recommended

but not required

FRIDAY, FEB. 6
Friday Night Lights!

Chili Cook Off: 7 p.m.
Prize money donated by Churchill 
Brothers, LLC; Target Jumps: 7 p.m.

Ice-Carving Demo: 8:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 7
Salisbury Invitational 

Championship:
Junior Championships, 20M & 

30M: 9 a.m.; Practice: 11 a.m.
Competition: 1 p.m.

Ice Carving Competition:
White Hart Inn, carving all day; 
Awards Ceremony: 4 p.m. FREE

Snow Ball Dance:
White Hart Inn: 8 p.m.

Admission is $10

SUNDAY, FEB. 8
Eastern USSA Ski Jumping

Championship

Final Junior Olympic Qualifier
Practice: 11 a.m.

Competition: 1 p.m.

ADMISSION
Adults: $10 each day

Children 12 and under: FREE

83rd Annual Ski Jumps - February 6-8, 2009 - Salisbury, CT
For more information, visit www.jumpfest.org
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MATHIAS M. KIEFER, L.L.S. #16101

Lamb Kiefer 

Land Surveyors, LLC

55 Selleck Hill Road

Salisbury, CT 06068

Telephone: (860) 435-7044

E-mail: lamb.kiefer@snet.net

Fax: (860) 435-4858
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Directors of Salisbury Winter Sports
Association 2008-2009

Ken Barker
President

Carey D. Fiertz
Secretary

Digby Brown

Holly Reid

Lisa Sheble

Jack Phelps

Don Breslauer

George Kiefer

Nick Collin

John Harney, Jr.

Elvia Gignoux

Mary Ouellette

Jeff Pelletier

Cicily Hajek

Justin Hajek

Mat Kiefer

Cricket Trotta

John Sullivan

Rodney Aller
John Bartram

Jack Bell
Victor Clarke

William Doolittle
James DuBois
Dr. John Elliot

Walter Erickson
 Jack Fisher

Donald Genung
William R. Harris

Ole Hegge
Mary Louise Kiefer

Howard Knickerbocker
George Miner
Russell Ottey

Richard Parsons
Robert Patterson

Peggy Phelps
 Ottar Satre
Sverre Satre

Roy Sherwood
Sidney Terhune
Birger Torrissen
William Walsh

Audrey Whitbeck

Honorary Directors (Past and Present)

Reggie Lamson
Vice President

Jon Higgins
Treasurer

An American Bistro
The Area’s Best Sushi

Open 7 Days
Sunday-Thursday 

11:00 - 9:00
Friday & Saturday 

11:00 - 10:00

Dine In or Take Out
Delivery to Local 

Schools & Businesses 
Available

349 Main Street
Lakeville, CT 06039

860-435-2111
www.boathouseatlakeville.com

Private Rooms 

Available for Special 

Functions

4 Dining Rooms
3 Fireplaces

Reservations Recommended

but not required

FRIDAY, FEB. 6
Friday Night Lights!

Chili Cook Off: 7 p.m.
Prize money donated by Churchill 
Brothers, LLC; Target Jumps: 7 p.m.

Ice-Carving Demo: 8:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 7
Salisbury Invitational 

Championship:
Junior Championships, 20M & 

30M: 9 a.m.; Practice: 11 a.m.
Competition: 1 p.m.

Ice Carving Competition:
White Hart Inn, carving all day; 
Awards Ceremony: 4 p.m. FREE

Snow Ball Dance:
White Hart Inn: 8 p.m.

Admission is $10

SUNDAY, FEB. 8
Eastern USSA Ski Jumping

Championship

Final Junior Olympic Qualifier
Practice: 11 a.m.

Competition: 1 p.m.

ADMISSION
Adults: $10 each day

Children 12 and under: FREE

83rd Annual Ski Jumps - February 6-8, 2009 - Salisbury, CT
For more information, visit www.jumpfest.org

“The more things 
change the more they 

stay the same...”

E-mail : lklssurvey1921@gmail.com
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All the best to the jumpers and
thanks to the volunteers!

50 Barlow Street
Canaan, Ct. 06018
860/824-5125www.BicronUSa.com

BICRON 
Electronics Company

Congratulations On 
83 Great Years

Of Ski Jumping

Belter Builders
Stephen Belter
860-435-2898

on the run
Coffee Shop

Serving Coffee, Donuts, Pastries —

Breakfast and Lunch TO GO
mOn.-fri. 5:30 a.m.-2:00 P.m.

SaT. 5:30 a.m.-1:00 P.m.
Sun. 5:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

4 ethan Allen Street, Lakeville
860-435-2007

THE WHITE HART
A 19TH-CEnTuRy CounTRy Inn And RESTAuRAnTS • THE VIllAgE gREEn • SAlISbuRy, CT

26 InVITIng guEST RoomS • bREAkfAST, lunCH & dInnER 7 dAyS WITH fIRESIdE dInIng 
noW TAkIng RESERVATIonS • 860-435-0030 • WWW.WHITEHARTInn.Com

JoIn uS foR THE SWSA SnoW bAll SATuRdAy nIgHT fEbRuARy 7TH

37 century boulevard, P.o. box 581
Millerton, ny 12546 • (518) 789-4569

432 Lime Rock Rd.  •  Lakeville, CT.  •  860-435-0281

Thornhill Flower 
and Garden Shop 

Best Wishes 
To SWSA and the Jumpers! 

WW

IN
E & SPIRITS MERCHANT

SHARON, CONNECTICUT

W H E E L E R

Mon-Wed  9:00-7:00   •  Thur-Sat  9:00-8:00 
Sun  10:00-4:00

Delivery available

860 364 5768 
wheelerwinemerchant@gmail.com

12 Gay Street, Sharon CT

Best of luck  
to all the SWSA   

jumpers and  
skiers in this year’s 

competitions!  
Find us at berkshire.blackrock@gmail.com

funding education, healthcare and human services

Best of luck to all the SWSA and NYSEF jumpers 
and skiers in this year’s competitions!  

Find us at berkshire.blackrock@gmail.com
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Humanely Raised All Natural USA Beef 
Fresh Seafood from the Docks  

Fresh Organic Produce
Grocery Delivery
Full-Service Deli  

Hot Foods Bar 
Gift Baskets

Catering

22 ACADEMY ST        860-435-2559

Jump on over to LaBonnes for
LABONNES.COM

Salisbury Winter Sports Association Annual Appeal 2024

Winter in Salisbury is literally no picnic; it’s cold and 
dark, icy and sloppy, and beautiful.

Fortunately, our Norwegian forefathers knew how 
to take advantage of the season. They found a perfectly 
good barn roof and jumped off  it - on skis - on purpose. 
Then they found Satre Hill, and the sport took off .

Almost a hundred years later, SWSA is thriving. 
While we no longer jump off  roofs, we continue to 
thwart winter, and indeed take advantage of it. Our 
jumpers compete throughout New England, and train 
in venues ranging from Alaska to Norway. Several will 

jump our 70M hill this year. Our facilities continue to 
improve, with a new 30M hill about to become reality. 
We have a dedicated Board of Directors and enthusias-
tic volunteers.

This year, we expect to provide funding so all area 
children can aff ord to participate in their town or 
school ski programs:

Of course, none of this would be possible without 
the tremendous support of our donors, advertisers, 
parents, spectators, participants and you. 
THANK YOU!

Annual Appeal
SWSA relies on fi nancial support from annual donations, ticket sales, 

fundraising events, merchandise and food sales, and advertising revenue. 
We are grateful to the community for its unwavering support. 

EVERY DONATION MATTERS

THE SALISBURY WINTER 
SPORTS ASSOCIATION 

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

To make a donation, please visit jumpfest.org

Rosina Rand, Jon Higgins, Carey Fiertz, 
Joe Geraghty, Lisa Duntz

$75 School Ski program scholarship

$100 Individual entry fees for 
New England ski jump season

$250 Jumpsuit

$500 Set of jump skis 

$500 Bindings, shovels, rakes, snow 
fencing

$1,000 Partial support for junior Jumper 
travel for summer training

$2,500 Material for maintaining 
the 70M tower

$3,000 Sponsorship for SWSA jumpers to 
compete in Junior Nationals

$4,000-
6,500

Scholarships for area students 
to receive ski instruction at 
Catamount and Mohawk

$5,000 Annual maintenance for 
PistenBully snow groomer

$7,500 Electricity for snowmaking

$10,000 Insurance

$10,000 Seasonal coach

Fall 2023
  
Dear Friend of Salisbury Winter Sports,  
  

It was 5 degrees below zero, overcast and windy, 
early on a mid-winter Saturday morning. And yet, 
30 junior jumpers, many from Salisbury but others 
from as far as Lake Placid and New Hampshire, 
were at Satre Hill eager to compete. And they did, 
with many personal bests and lots of smiles.

It is that kind of passion that drives our volun-
teers, our parents, and our supporters. As SWSA 
approaches our 100th anniversary, we continue to 
dedicate ourselves to our junior jumpers.

This summer, working with clubs across the 
country, we were able to help send a group to Nor-
way to train, while others went to Lake Placid and 
Alaska. Our juniors are growing within the sport, 
and we expect to have several SWSA jumpers com-
peting on our big hill at Jumpfest in 2024.

We continue to upgrade our facilities, and plan 
to off er year-round training and competitions in 
Salisbury in the near future.

However, we need your help. Please help us 
by making as generous a contribution as you can. 
Your donation supports our jumping programs, as 
well as the scholarships we give to local elemen-
tary students so they can learn the joys of winter 
in both the Alpine and Nordic traditions.

Thank you! We are so grateful for your support. 
  
Sincerely, 

Kenneth S. Barker President

Sincerely, 

PHOTOS BY CAROLINE GILBERT
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Howling Flats Farm is a small family-run farm on 15 acres in North Canaan, CT. Turned off  by the inhumane
treatment of animals on “factory farms”, as well as the overuse of antibiotics and genetically modifi ed feed,

we began getting our hands dirty in 2010 with a handful of hens and a couple of cows. We’ve since increased
our numbers and added pigs, goats and sheep to the farm.

We love what we do, and promise to off er you only naturally and humanely raised meats
as healthy and sustainable sustenance for your family.

“Our mission is simple: to give our animals a life free of stress and illness in order to produce 
high-quality, ethically conscious, and environmentally responsible food for our community.”

19 Raymond Avenue, Canaan, CT 06018
(860) 379-8961  |  www.howlingfl atsfarm.com

Retail Cuts    |    Wholesale Cuts + Sides    |    Whole Animal SalesFacebook Instagram

SWSA SAYS THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS 
AND ORGANIZATIONS FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT

PHOTO BY NANCY DEPECOL

PHOTO BY MARLENA AAKJARPHOTO BY MARLENA AAKJAR

Allyndale Corp.
B. Allyn Trucking
Gerry Baldwin
Jesse Baras/

Polar Baras Productions
Dan Bolognani
Nick Brazzale Construction
Bonhotel Lawn & Landscaping
Evergreen Philanthropy
Churchill Family
James Clark
Roger Crain
Clover Hill Forestry
Domaney’s

Emberlin Lawn & 
Landscaping

Farmington Metal 
Fabrication

Hammertown Builders
Patrick Hackett P.E.
Hedden Electric
Don Hedden
Steven Hedden
Adam Higgins
Interlaken Inn
Ian Johnson
Dale Jones
LaBonnes Epicure

The Lakeville Hose Co.
The Lakeville Hose Co. 

Ladies Auxiliary
Laurelbrook Natural 

Resources
Low & Slow BBQ
Carol Lugar
Mizza’s Pizza
Mohawk Mountain
Moore & More Printing
Nick Moore
Curtis Rand
Robinhood Radio
Jim Rutledge

Salisbury Painting 
and Decorating

Salisbury School
Salisbury Town Garage
The Salisbury Volunteer 

Ambulance
Sharon Country Inn
Stateline Wine and Spirits
Sunday in the Country 

Food Drive
Undermountain Golf Course
W.D. Hewins & Sons 

Excavating
The White Hart Inn
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williampitt.com

  Salisbury Brokerage, 19 Main Street  |  860.435.2400  |  Follow us on Instagram @livelitchfieldhills

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

Leslie Bell
860.318.1644 

Roxanne Belter
860.318.1583

Sherie Berk
954.668.7733

Diana Bisselle
917.519.5021

Thomas Pillar
646.330.8131

Elvia Gignoux
860.435.0345

John Harney
860.921.7910

Mimi Harson
860.671.1557

Brenda McLean
860.435.6700

Mary Taylor 
860.318.6506

Martha Mullins
860.480.5168

Susan Rand
860.307.0393

MC Taylor
860.248.9804

Ethan Watt 
860.671.1936

David Mallison
860.459.5273

Laurie Dunham
203.985.5974

Andrew Bisselle
203.391.3666

Christine Bates
212.924.1980

Lori Belter 
860.309.3109

Patricia Best 
860.307.0591

Patricia Thurman
413.717.0358

Lenore Mallett  
203.209.1777

Karen Grimaldi
860.480.1156

Anina Mahoney  
917.476.3134

Cagney Morrison  
646.765.3138

Cynthia Hochswender
860.672.5117

Michael Conlogue
860.806.5237

Nothing Compares to 
Salisbury’s 2024 Jumpfest

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THE JUMPFEST COMPETITORS!
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www.rmccue.com

General Contractor
Builder of fine Upscale Homes

rmccue03@gmail.com 860-435-9710

Richard E. McCue INC.
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smithwatson
accountants and advisors since 1973

www.smithwatson.com  •   Great Barrington Tel 413 528 1111   •   Lakeville Tel 860 435 2259    •   North Adams Tel 413 664 4650  

Smith Watson & Company LLP is your local trusted full 
service accounting firm. Call and let us know how we 
can support your business or personal financial needs.

 

Tax Planning & Preparation

Financial Reporting, Audit & Assurance Services

Business Plans & Projections

Payroll Service with Employee Direct Deposit

Personal Financial Planning

Estate & Trust Planning and Administration

solid preparation secures great results!

Smith, Watson ad for Jumpfest .indd   1 1/8/14   10:55 AM
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860-824-0033 • 33 RailRoad StReet

theFallSVillageinn.com

Serving Dinner 7 days a week 
from 5 until 8pm

Monday night is burger night!

The Falls Village Inn
Est. 1834

Innkeeper Susan Sweetapple

The heart of 
Falls Village for 188 years190

Fine wine, Boutique beers, Spirits, and Cigars

1 Gay Street, Sharon, CT (860)364-5760

Hillsdale, NY: 518.325.3131·  800.453.1311
Marble & Tile Design Center: 518.325.5836

Lakeville, CT: 860.435.2561·  Millerton, NY: 518.789.3611
Hudson, NY: 518.828.9431·  Chatham, NY: 518.392.9201 

Sheffield, MA: 413.229.8777 ·  herringtons.com

WINDOWS & DOORS· STONE 
KITCHENS & BATHS· POWER TOOLS

BUILDING MATERIALS· QUALITY PAINT 
COUNTERTOP FABRICATION ·  TILE

®

FULL SERVICE INTERIOR DESIGN
860.596.4421 | katie@katiebaldwindesigns.com | Lakeville, CT

www.KatieBaldwinDesigns.comwww.KatieBaldwinDesigns.com

Ha� y Holidays!

FULL SERVICE INTERIOR DESIGN
917 536 5365 | katie@katiebaldwindesigns.com | Lakeville, CT

www.KatieBaldwinDesigns.com

KATIE BALDWIN
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We believe that the choices we make about what to eat, where it comes from and
how it is raised have a powerful impact on the health of our community and the

environment. We believe that the benefi ts of “Real Food” should be celebrated not
only by our customers, but also our employees, farmers and community.

At Tory Hill, we feel it’s important to not just walk our walk, but help others along the 
way, too. Community connections, advocacy and supporting others are core values that 

can and should be applied across the country and in all regions to demonstrate corporate 
responsibility, as well as make the changes that we would like to see in the food system.

GRASS FED 
BEEF

PASTURED
LAMB

PASTURED
PORK

LOCAL
DUCK

HERITAGE
CHICKEN

WILD ALASKAN
SEAFOOD

For a list of available products or to order,
please email us at info@toryhilldining.com

Visit Our Website at www.toryhilldining.com

NOW HIRING
at The Hotchkiss School in Lakeville, CT

FOOD SERVICE WORKERSFOOD SERVICE WORKERS

COOKSCOOKS

DISH/UTILITY STAFFDISH/UTILITY STAFF

Full & Part-Time Positions Available
Full-time positions are eligible for benefi ts

no experience necessary
Not a morning person? We have evening shifts!

Interested?
Email info@toryhilldining.com

or visit our website toryhilldining.com/careers

Jumpfest 2023  Photos by Nancy DePecol, Marlena Aakjar and Caroline Gilbert
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Supporting 
SWSA’s 
Mission
Rosina Rand

PO Box 604
Salisbury, Connecticut 06068

Tel: 860.671.0091
Email: rosinarand6@gmail.com

DB Enterprises
Innovative, Creative Engineering & Fabrication

Artful Automotive Restoration

70 Weatogue Rd
Salisbury, CT 06068

Phone: 860-309-1366

Don Breslauer

AFFORDABLE HOME OWNERSHIP IN THE TOWN OF SALISBURY
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Hours:
Automatic Car Wash 7a.m. - 8p.m.

Self Wash and Vacuum 24 hours a day

Soft touch OR touchless
 wash available

NOW OPEN

440 Millerton Road Lakeville, CT
(860) 596-4147

Jumpfest 2023  Photos by Nancy DePecol, Marlena Aakjar and Caroline Gilbert
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34 MAIN STREET • MILLERTON, NY
518-789-3899

Go Future 
Olympians!

Hand & Power Tools, Paint, Lawn & Garden, Electrical, 
Plumbing, BBQ Grills, Window Glass & Screen Repair, 

                      

     

  
  

Hand & Power Tools, Paint, Lawn & Garden, Electrical, 
Plumbing, BBQ Grills, Window Glass & Screen Repair, 
Hand & Power Tools, Paint, Lawn & Garden, Electrical,
Plumbing, BBQ Grills, Window Glass & Screen Repair.
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John B. Hull, Inc.John B. Hull, Inc.
Total Petroleum Service

for the Northwest Corner
860-824-5421

PHOTO BY LISA SHEBLEMatt Risch lets it fly.

Good Luck Jumpers

Carpentry
&

17 A Railroad Street      860-435-9661
Salisbury, CT  06068      860-671-1390

AARROWHEAD 
SELF STORAGE PARK

Conveniently located at 
14 Grace Way, Canaan, CT

Indoor Temperature Controlled 
Self Storage units  for your 
convenience & security

Please call 860 824 7435 for details
Occupancy Summer ‘08

UndermoUntain Golf CoUrse
Copake, nY

518-329-4444
www.undermountaingolf.com

Spend a Few Hours...Not a Fortune
 • Full Pro Shop • Practice Area
 • Air Conditioned • Motorized Carts
 • Snack Bar  

SWSA says THANK YOU!!
to the Following Individuals and Organizations

for donating equipment and time.

Allyndale Corp.

Andy Belter

Nic Osborn

Salisbury Town Garage

Stanton Equipment

Jason Bonhotel

Bob Stair

John Considine 

Champ Perotti

The Salisbury 

Volunteer Ambulance

The Lakeville 

Volunteer Firemen

Labonnes

photo by Don West

Mark Levasseur established a new award  to be given each year to the 
winner of the Masters Class at the eastern Championships. this award is 
named the earle Murphy and Don West award in honor of two long-time 
eastern Master Jumpers who have had significant impacts on the sport.

pictured is Mark breen, first time winner of the Murphy West Award

17 A Railroad Street
Salisbury, CT 06068
scoot@scooterscarpentry.com

860-435-9661
860-671-1390
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GOOD LUCK JUMPERS!

Specialty
MINERALS

Canaan, CT
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Insurance, Finance, and Training for Exporters

Carey D. Fiertz
President www.exportrisk.com

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Two Generations of Experience to Serve You

Edward Heacox
Registered Pharmacist

Bus.: 364-5272860-364-5272
Sharon Shopping Plaza, 8 Gay Street, Sharon, CT 06069

Hey jumpers!
Have a!
~Digby

Salisbury Stingers
“It’s not about the hockey.”

SalisburyStingersHockey@gmail.com

Or find us on Facebook

Come join a great 
group of local 

women. 
•

We are always 
welcoming new 

members.

Salisbury Stingers
“It’s not about the hockey.”

Come join a great group 
of local women. 

•

We are always 
welcoming new members.

SalisburyStingersHockey@gmail.com
Or fi nd us on Facebook
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1 Calkinstown Road, Sharon, CT 06069

www.SharonCountryInn.com
reservations@sharoncountryinn.com

ph: 860.364.0036 Fax: 860.397.5220

It’s Time to Enjoy our Easy Access to Comfort...

SAVE THE DATE!

A group show featuring local artists 
celebrating all things BEAR! Donated works 
will be for sale. No art will be priced over 
$200, something for everyone! ALL proceeds 
to benefit Noble Horizons Auxiliary.

Saturday April 20th, 5 pm - 7 pm
Noble Horizons Community Room and Clubhouse

$25 reservation ($30 at the door) for the best indoor 
PICNIC ever! (Artists who donate their work get free 
admission).

BEAR BASKETS raffle tickets available for purchase 
in the Wagner Lobby the two weeks preceding the 
GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH!



Salisbury Winter Sports Association 2024   55

+Architecture Interiors

hendrickschurchill.com

Hendricks
Churchill



56   Salisbury Winter Sports Association 2024

NBT Bank is proud to support local sports and athletes — and the communities that come together to cheer 

for them. From the back yard to the final whistle, there’s nothing like a little competition for making memories 

that bring us closer together. So, whether you’re on the field or in the stands, we’re always on your side.

We’re big fans!
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