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Round hay bales remain submerged after heavy rains on Tuesday, Jan. 9, flooded fields along
Route 343 between Sharon, Conn., and Amenia.

Climate change threatens
Daisey Hill Farm’s future

After a series of floods and
droughts, the Cooking-
ham family turned to the
community for help.

By NATALIA ZUKERMAN
nataliaz@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — Daisey Hill
Farm, a small independently
owned farm steeped in the prin-
ciples of hard work and a deep
connection to the land, is facing
unprecedented challenges.

Recently, the farm launched
a GoFundMe campaign which is
not only a cry for help but a stark
wake-up call to the ways in which
climate change is affecting the ru-
ral landscape and reshaping our
lives.

Unpredictable weather patterns,
extreme weather events, and shift-
ing seasonal cycles have made tra-
ditional farming methods increas-
ingly untenable. Daisey Hill Farm,
like many others, has experienced
firsthand the devastating impact of
these changes.

Hailey Cookingham’s mother
and father run Daisey Hill Farm,
where she grew up. She is spear-
heading the GoFundMe and paints
avivid picture of a family dedicated
to their land and community. Her
parents have both been working on
the farm since they were teenagers
and only recently bought the busi-
ness in 2018.

They do not own the land it’s
situated on, which leads to chal-
lenges in securing various types

of insurance.

Cookingham said: “We’ve seen
our fields flooded, droughts lasting
longer than ever before, and crops
failing where they once thrived.
It’s a struggle not just for us but
for the entire community reliant
on agriculture. This GoFundMe
is our beacon of hope”

The Cookinghams have felt the
harsh reality of climate change. In-
consistent rainfall patterns and un-
predictable weather have wreaked
havoc on their crops. One year,
drought forced them to irrigate
from a local brook; this past year,
excessive rain caused water rot in
their pumpkins. These challenges
illustrate the broader crisis facing

See FARM, PAGE A8

Mauro steps down at Project SAGE
with legacy of service and outreach

By NATALIA ZUKERMAN
nataliaz@millertonnews.com

After nearly a decade of dedi-
cated service, Betsey Mauro has
retired as the executive director
of Project SAGE, leaving behind
alegacy of growth, and a commit-
ment to social justice and commu-
nity health.

Her work at Project SAGE, a

8 91421700022 5

community-focused organization
dedicated to supporting, advocat-
ing, guiding and educating victims
of relationship violence through
a range of services and outreach
programs in Lakeville, Connecticut,
began eight years ago in January
2016. Since then, she has guided
the organization through a time of
significant expansion and innova-
tion, and has solidified a network
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of connections in the community
and beyond.

Reflecting on her tenure at Proj-
ect SAGE, Mauro described her de-
parture as “entirely bittersweet.” A
native of northwestern Connecti-
cut, Mauro’s return to her roots was
not merely a homecoming but a
mission to make a substantial dif-

See MAURO, PAGE A8

North East Town
Board appoints

Mayville,

sets 2024 agenda

By CHRISTINE BATES
Special to The Millerton News

MILLERTON — The Town of
North East unanimously selected
Christopher Mayville to join its
board at the start of its regular
meeting Thursday, Jan. 11.

Mayville will fill the vacancy left
when Councilwoman Meg Winkler
was elected to a different seat with
alonger, four-year term. Mayville,
a Republican-endorsed candidate,
lost to Lana Morrison and Winkler
for the two four-year seats.

Town Supervisor Chris Kennan

commented: “Chris has deep roots
in the community, having worked
with the village’s youth recreation
program and also having previ-
ously served on the Webutuck
Central School District Board of
Education. Chris showed his sin-
cere interest in being on the Town
Board by campaigning for the job
as well as by attending several of
our meetings. [ am delighted that
he is now on the board. Welcome,
Councilman Chris Mayville”

The next item on the agenda
was Kennan’s announcement of

See TOWN BOARD, PAGE A8
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Foundation for
Community Health’s
landmark 20th year

By DEBRA A. ALEKSINAS
Special to The Millerton News

SHARON. Conn. — When Sha-
ron Hospital was sold to for-profit
Essent Healthcare Inc. in June 2003,
state law required that the $16 mil-
lion in proceeds be transferred to a
nonprofit organization with a simi-
lar purpose — to promote healthier
individuals and communities.

To meet that mandate, Founda-
tion for Community Health (FCH)
was formed to steward that mostly
unrestricted windfall for the ben-
efit of the rural, 17-town region,
where Northwest Connecticut and
the Greater Harlem Valley in New
York meet, served by the hospital.

Fast-forward two decades and
the Sharon-based philanthropic
organization, under the steward-
ship of Nancy Heaton, its president
and CEO, has granted more than
$21 million through 609 grants
to 118 organizations and invested
thousands of staff hours to support
better health to communities, many
of which have historically been un-
derserved.

An auditor’s Dec. 31, 2022, fi-
nancial statement showed the foun-

Legal Notices. ... A6
Compass ..., Bl-4
Our Towns...... B5
Classifieds ... B5
Specialist Directory ............ B6

“Our goal has really
been more focused
on strengthening the
capacity and sustainability
of these organizations so
they can do their work
more efficiently.”
— Nancy Heaton, president
and CEQ of the Foundation for
Community Health

dation’s total assets at $32.6 million.

In 2023 alone, FCH’s 20th an-
niversary, the foundation awarded
more than $1.6 million in grants
to 30 grantee partners, including
$650,000 to help establish the
North Canaan Health Center. Since
2017, FCH has awarded about $2
million toward the North Canaan
Health Center. The long awaited
opening is expected in spring 2024.

Support also extended beyond
the grants. FCH helped its grantee
partners secure $1.9 million in ad-
ditional grant funding and nearly

See FCH, PAGE A8
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Copake granted appeal in Shepherd’s Run solar fight

By JOHN COSTON
johnc@millertonnews.com

COPAKE — The Town of
Copake has been granted an
expedited appeal in its fight to
stop a proposed 60 megawatt
(MW) solar farm sited along
routes 23 and 7, claiming that
the applicant’s generating ca-
pacity has been cut by 20% and
no longer stands as proposed.

Known as the Shepherd’s
Run Solar Farm, the project
has been greeted with com-
munity opposition since it was
announced in 2017 and oppo-
nents repeatedly have taken
their case to court without
success.

The project footprint spans
880 acres with a solar array
covering about 220 acres. The
installation would be one of
the first things motorists en-
counter as they enter this agri-
cultural community from the
west along Route 23.

Last summer, the New
York State Office of Renew-
able Energy Siting (ORES)
declared the application by
Hecate Energy of Chicago
“complete” and subsequently
issued a draft siting permit.
That set the stage for ORES to
announce a public comment
period and in-person public
hearings for Jan. 9 and 10.

OnJan. 2, the Town of Co-
pake, having discovered that
some of the land associated

Farmland vista where the proposed 880-acre, 60 megawatt Shepherd’s Run Solar Farm
is planned along Route 23 at the entryway to the rural hamlet of Copake. Opponents
say the project, big enough to power the equivalent of 15,000 homes annually, would
detract from the scenic farmland community.

with the project had been sold
to a new uninterested party,
filed a motion to dismiss the
application or adjourn the
public comment hearings
“pending major revision to
the application.”

According to the town’s fil-
ing, almost 60 acres, or about
20% of the entire facility’s
solar array, along with the
sole access road for adjacent
facility parcels, no longer are
under Hecate’s control.

“The project no longer
exists in its proposed form,”

Salisbury selectmen

By PATRICK SULLIVAN
patricks@lakevillejournal.com

SALISBURY, Conn. —
The Salisbury Board of Se-
lectmen voted unanimously
to refer a proposal for af-
fordable housing on a town-
owned parcel to the Planning

and Zoning Commission
(P&Z) at the board’s regular
meeting (online) Monday,
Jan. 8.

The Salisbury Housing
Trust wants to build two af-
fordable homes on a parcel
on Undermountain Road
(Route 41), roughly across

said Town Supervisor Richard
Wolf. “The application is no
longer what [Hecate] said it
was, he added.

The town filed its motion
after the 60-acre farmland
parcel, located at the corner of
Cambridge Road and County
Route 7, was sold to a buyer
that is uninterested in the
Shepherd’s Run project.

Hecate Energy could not
be reached for comment, but a
company spokesman had told
the Albany Times-Union that
Hecate would let the process

speak for itself.

At first, during a hearing on
Thursday, Jan. 4, an adminis-
trative law judge denied the
town’s motion, but later in the
same day, the town filed for an
expedited appeal of the judge’s
oral ruling. What followed
was the executive director of
ORES, Houtan Moaveni, over-
ruling the judge and granting
the town of Copake its mo-
tion.

“This project has to be re-
jected,” said Wolf. “Or go back
to do the engineering and de-
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Solar panels cover a hillside along Route 23 in Craryville
near the entrance to Copake. The array pictured provides
power to Taconic Hills High School.

sign and go through the whole
process again.”

Moaveni set new dates for
the town to file arguments in
its request to dismiss Hecate’s
application (Tuesday, Jan. 16)
and for Hecate to respond to
the town’s statements (Mon-
day, Jan. 22). All public com-
ment hearings were adjourned
by Moaveni pending a deci-
sion on the town’s appeal.

Under a 2020 New York
law — the Accelerated Re-
newable Energy Growth and
Community Benefit Act —
new large-scale renewable
energy projects producing 25
MW or more must obtain a
permit from ORES. Projects
under that threshold fall un-
der so-called “home rule””

A community solar project
approved by the Pine Plains
Planning Board late last year
falls under “home rule” be-
cause it envisions two solar
arrays, each producing close

eye site for affordable housing

the street from the junction
of Undermountain Road and
Conklin Street.

The lot is currently used
for parking by, among oth-
ers, employees of the White
Hart Inn.

First Selectman Curtis
Rand emphasized repeatedly

that by referring the matter
to P&Z, the selectmen are not
signing off on any particular
plan. He also pointed out that
the selectmen’s meeting was
not a P&Z public hearing.
P&Z will conduct a review
to determine if using the site
will align with the town’s

Plan of Conservation and
Development. The P&Z re-
view is a necessary first step.

Because the parcel is
owned by the town, the fi-
nal decision on whether to
go ahead rests with the town
meeting.

Rand said of the dozens

to 5SMW for a total of IOMW.

Throughout last year, the
town of Pine Plains consid-
ered an application from Car-
son Power of New York City
for a Tier 3 community solar
project that would sited on
42 acres of a 172-acre prop-
erty near Pulvers Corners on
Route 199.

As the year came to a close
and after the Planning Board
had given its approval, a group
of neighbors and landowners
near the proposed project filed
a legal action in New York
Supreme Court in Dutchess
County seeking an injunction
prohibiting any work at the
site.

The case will be heard by
Edward ]. McLaughlin, an act-
ing justice in the New York
County Supreme Court who
is expected to sit in Dutchess
County for the case brought
against the Pine Plains Plan-
ning Board and others.

of emails he received on the
matter, the ratio was about
3:1 in favor of using the site
for affordable housing.

A preliminary plan shows
two modest two-story dwell-
ings and a buffer of open
space on the western side of
the property.

Sharon Hospital

Find care now

We proudly thank the talented doctors, nurses and employees of Sharon Hospital for these
tremendous achievements in keeping high quality healthcare right here in our community.
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matters, great things happen

Sharon Hospital is honored to be recognized by the American Heart Association (AHA) and the
American Stroke Association (ASA) for excellence in heart disease and stroke care. Additionally,
Sharon Hospital was also awarded a five-star rating, the highest overall, by the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) for quality patient care for the 4th consecutive year.
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Washington and
Millbrook take

action on short-
term rentals

By JUDITH
O’'HARA BALFE
judithb@millertonnews.com

WASHINGTON — On
Wednesday, Jan. 10, and
Thursday, Jan. 11, the Town
of Washington unanimously
passed its first resolution to
govern the permitting of the
town’s short-term rentals.

STRs have been at the fore-
front of board meetings for
both the Village of Millbrook
and the Town of Washington
for the last few years, an issue
resulting in part by the influx
of new residents brought to
the area by the pandemic.

While STRs need to be reg-
istered with Dutchess County
before they can be listed, and
are subject to a county Hotel
Occupancy Tax, until now,
neither the Town nor the Vil-
lage have issued permits or
collected any funds pertaining
to these rentals.

That will change follow-
ing the Town of Washington’s
passage of its STR resolution
on Thursday.

The 13-page resolution is
the product of three years of
work and research, meetings
with different constituencies,
polls and surveys, public hear-
ings, the hiring of a consulting
firm, and three drafts.

It defines an STR as a rent-
al of not more than 31 days,
and caps the number of STRs
operating in the town at 40.

The permit for operating
an STR is non-transferrable,
and can only be obtained af-
ter a code enforcement officer
has inspected the premises.
A myriad of safety measures
and precautions as well, with
instructions for outdoor
pools, fireplaces, signage and
reapplying for permits. STR
owners may not have had a
STR permit revoked within
a previous year.

A $1050 fee to offset time
and effort put in by the Build-
ing Inspector will be paid to
the town.

The Town of Washing-
ton, like most of the towns
and villages in the area, will

SCREENSHOT

AirBNB includes several listings in the Village of Mill-
brook and Town of Washington.

use Granicus, a service that
helps municipalities maintain
records and in other ways
oversee STRs. Their charge
of $4,700 will be reimbursed
to the municipalities by
Dutchess County.

Councilman Michael Mur-
phy, who has been working
on the STR item since 2021,
introduced the Thursday
night vote with a discussion of
Robert Frost’s “The Mending
Wall,” in which two neighbors
rebuild a stone fence dividing
their properties — one doesn’t
see the need for the wall, the
other says, “Good fences make
good neighbors.”

Some want everything
to stay as it is; rural, quaint,
charming. Others see a need
for more places for people to
stay, so that local businesses
can thrive and the community
can move forward.

Murphy then called for a
vote, was seconded by Coun-
cilman Robert Audia, passed
unanimously.

Village of Millbrook

For the last two years,
STRs have also been at the
forefront of Village of Mill-
brook.

The draft of the legislation
currently up for debate stipu-
lates that the Village will sell
a total of 15 two-year permits
(an earlier version of the leg-

Affordable housing
fair to be held in

Hillsdale

HILLSDALE — The An-
cram Affordable Housing
Committee will hold an af-
fordable housing fair Sat-
urday, Jan. 27, from noon to
4 p.m. at the Roeliff Jansen
Community Library, 9091
NY-22.

Topics to be discussed
include affordable housing
options, reduction of energy
bills, low-maintenance pro-
grams for a more sustainable
landscape, and options for
workforce housing.

Presenters will include the
Roe Jan Housing Committee
of Ancram/Copake/Hillsdale,

Habitat For Humanity, Heat
Smart Capital Region, Co-
lumbia Land Conservancy,
Guaranteed Rate, Colum-
bia County Housing Task
Force, RUPCO, the State of
New York Mortgage Agency,
Solstice Power, members of
the Ancram Climate Smart
Community Task Force
(CSCTF)/Conservation Advi-
sory Council (CAC), Gallatin
CSCTF/CAC, and Taghkanic
CSCTF/CAC members.

The event is free and open
to the public. For more infor-
mation, contact affordable-
housing@ancramny.org

' Support local journalism

1n your community.
7X:[m] Please donate to The Lakeville Journal

and The Millerton News at
LakevilleJournalFoundation.org/donate

or by mail

PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039

islation had capped permits
at 20) for a nonrefundable
$1,000 fee.

The proposed resolution is
the third iteration in a series
prepared by village Trustee
Peter Doro in the last two
years.

On Wednesday, Jan. 10, the
village had scheduled a public
hearing followed by a vote on
adopting the resolution in its
current form. However, the
hearing was extended to and
the vote delayed until Feb. 14,
following a complaint from
bed and breakfast proprietor
Tanya Jackson that there
hadn’t been enough time for
interested parties to read the
documentation pertinent to
the hearing.

Nevertheless, the hearing
began on Wednesday night
as planned; three residents
spoke, taking on issues that
have been consistent sticking
points in Village debates.

One is that the current
draft of the legislation doesn’t
allow for “grandfathering in,”
meaning that current STR
proprietors will not have any
precedence over newcomers.
Some feel that the number of
permits allowed, having gone
from the original 20 to 15, is
not enough, though 15 permits
are expected by the Board to
cover all of the registered
STRs already operating in
Millbrook.

Lastly, some residents are
contesting a stipulation that
an owner needs to be on the
premises, arguing that a man-
ager could be in place when
the owner is not there.

It is possible that the public
hearing and subsequent vote
on Wednesday, Feb. 14, will be
the final chapter in the Mill-
brook STR saga. Maybe.
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The old Millerton Elementary School, on a rise overlooking the Village of Millerton,
has been part of the village’s history since 1937.

NECC gifted new building

MILLERTON — Morgan
Coy and Richard Lanka of
Particles Elementary LLC
have donated the Millerton
Elementary School property
to the North East Commu-
nity Center (NECC). Sit-

ting on a rise overlooking
the Village of Millerton, the
building has been part of the
village’s history since 1937.
“We are very grateful to
have received this remark-
able donation,” said Chris-

tine Sergent, executive di-
rector of NECC. “We are
excited to study how this
historic building fits into
NECC’s future and how
it can best help our entire
community thrive.”

Amenia Town Board conducts
traditional reorg meeting

By LEILA HAWKEN
leilah@Iakevillejournal.com

AMENIA — At its first
meeting of the new year and
in accordance with the results
of the November election, the
Amenia Town Board con-
vened its traditional reorga-
nization meeting Thursday,
Jan. 4, administering the oath
of office to new councilmem-
bers and passing a significant
number of resolutions neces-
sary for the functioning of the
local government.

A capacity audience at-
tended the meeting to see
Leo Blackman take his seat as
town supervisor, and Rosanna
Hamm and Paul Winters to
become a councilmembers.
Councilman Brad Rebillard
was continuing his term. The
seat vacated by Blackman is
to be filled by a town board
appointment.

Numerous residents spoke
during the public comment
period, recommending that
former Councilwoman Vicki
Doyle be appointed, citing
her longstanding record of
service to the community,
her multi-term experience
on the board and the close
election result, a difference of
nine votes. Residents spoke of
“Institutional memory.”

A motion to appoint
Doyle to the seat, however,
was promptly tabled, fol-
lowed by board discussion in
which newer members sought
a wider range of candidates
to be brought forward and
interviewed. At Blackman’s
suggestion, councilmembers
Rebillard and Winters agreed

to provide a list of qualifica-
tions against which such can-
didates should be measured.
To achieve the widest reach
possible, residents will be
invited to submit names and
the seat will be advertised on
the town website and in this
paper (see sidebar and Clas-
sifieds for more information).

The process of seeking and
examining interested candi-
dates is expected to extend
into mid-February.

Briefly summarizing his
perceived goals for the town,
Blackman described prog-
ress on wastewater, afford-
able housing, a new highway

garage, improvements to the
downtown, upgrade of the
town website, and perhaps
introducing a local satellite
office for the North East
Community Center.

“Stay tuned and get in-
volved,” Blackman urged,
adding that several town
committees have openings
for volunteers.

Winters echoed the call,
encouraging residents to
step up, citing needs within
the fire department and local
food banks as examples.

“People need to know the
range of services available,”
councilman Rebillard added.

OPEN CALLTO FILL VACANT SEAT
ON AMENIATOWN BOARD

The Amenia Town
Board invites all Amenia
residents to consider serv-
ing the town as a member
of the Town Board for this
calendar year.

The position opened
when Councilman Leo
Blackman became Town
Supervisor, leaving behind
his unexpired term on the
Town Board.

The appointment will
expire on Dec. 31 of this
year; the remaining du-
ration of the unexpired
term will be filled at the
General Election in No-
vember. The person serv-
ing for 2024 would have
the option of running for
the seat in the election by

seeking to be included on
the November ballot.

Nearly everyone is eli-
gible to be considered for
this town leadership po-
sition. The qualifications
are that the candidate be at
least 18 years of age, a resi-
dent of the town of Ame-
nia, and a U.S. citizen. The
deadline for submitting a
resume and letter of intent
is Monday, Jan. 29 at noon.
The resume and intent let-
ter can be dropped off at
the Town Clerk’s office or
emailed to dmklingner@
ameniany.gov.

Questions can be direct-
ed to the Town Clerk’s of-
fice or any current member
of the Town Board.

&
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Sharon D. Alther

SHARON — Sharon D.
(Smith) Alther, 77, passed
away peacefully

Canaan, CT.
In lieu of flowers, please
consider memo-

on Tuesday, Jan.
9, 2024, at Sharon
Health Care Cen-
ter.

Born in Bronx-
ville, New York
on Dec. 1, 1946, to
Dr. Stuart Bertine
Smith and Ruth

rial contributions
to North Canaan
Ambulance Corps,
P.O. Box 178, 15
North Main St., Ca-
naan, CT 06018 or
the Veterinary Care
Foundation (www.
veterinarycare-

E. (MacMonigle)

Smith, Sharon, graduated
from Eastchester High School
in 1964, and married her high
school sweetheart, Roger, in
1966.

Sharon moved with her
husband and young son to
Los Angeles, California in
1970. After many years spent
raising her son, Rick, and
daughter, Kristin, and being
a beloved teacher’s aide in
her children’s classrooms at
Melrose Avenue Elementary
School, Sharon and family
relocated to El Cajon, Cali-
fornia in 1979. There, Sharon
put herself through nursing
school where she graduated
at the top of her class. After
earning her LPN, she worked
at Grossmont Hospital in La
Mesa, California.

In 1984, Sharon and her
family moved back east to her
beloved Pine Grove in Falls
Village where she worked at
Parkside Lodge (now Moun-
tainside), an addictions recov-
ery center, for many years.
Thereafter, Sharon worked
at Ann’s Nursery for Babies
in Norfolk and Noble Hori-
zons Assisted Living in Salis-
bury, helping to care for the
most vulnerable. She was also
a dedicated volunteer EMT
for North Canaan Volunteer
Ambulance Corp. (NCVAC)
for 20 years. During her ten-
ure with NCVAC, she twice
earned the President’s Award
for outstanding service.

Sharon’s biggest passion
was her family. It was im-
portant to her to always bring
family together for special oc-
casions. She was thoughtful
and generous to a fault when
it came to her children and
grandchildren, her mission
being to make birthdays and
holidays as memorable as
possible.

Sharon is survived by her
son and daughter-in-law,
Richard and Shannon Alther
of Woodbury, Connecticut,
and grandsons Ryan and Da-
vid; and her daughter and
son-in-law, Kristin and Jo-
seph Murphy of Clifton Park,
New York and grandsons De-
clan and Liam.

Sharon also never met an
animal she didn’t like. While
she had a menagerie of vari-
ous pets throughout her life,
including dogs, birds, and
guinea pigs, she always had
at least two cats who almost
all lived amazingly long lives.
Proof of Mom’s love!

Calling hours will be Sat-
urday, Jan. 20, 2024, from 4
to 6 p.m. at Newkirk-Palmer
Funeral Home at 118 Main St.,

foundation.org/).
Please make sure to select
Sand Road Animal Hospital
LLC (Falls Village), who lov-
ingly tended to mom’s pets
for many years. Many heart-
felt thanks to the staff of the
dementia care unit at Sharon
Health Care Center, who lov-
ingly cared for our mother for
nearly ten years.

WASSAIC — Margaret Y.
Deister, 94, a lifelong resi-
dent of Wassaic,

MILLERTON — Rich-
ard Neil “Rick” Sinclair, 70,
passed away peacefully at Vas-
sar Brothers Medical Center
on Jan. 13, 2024, following a
lengthy illness. Born May 20,
1953, in Dover, New Hamp-
shire, he was the son of the
late Neil Anthony Sinclair and
Barbara (Woundy) Sinclair. He
was the eldest of five children.
Rick was a graduate of Arling-
ton High School and Dutchess
Community College.

Rick lived in Oregon for
several years and became a
salmon fisherman. He re-
turned to New York and was
employed by Schatz Fed-
eral Bearing in Poughkeepsie
prior to the business closing.
Rick then used his passion for
antiques and became owner of
Papa Hobo Antiques on Main
Street in Millerton. After
closing the store, he became
a Group Home/Human Ser-

Margaret Deister

Mrs. Deister is survived
by her loving children; Bar-
baraE. Lisi and her

New York, passed
away peacefully on
Wednesday, Dec.
13, 2023, at Sharon
Hospital with her
family by her side.
Mrs. Deister was
the comptroller at
the Maplebrook
School in Amenia

husband, Paul J., of
Lansing, New York,
Paul F. Deister and
his wife, Deborah,
of Hahnville, Loui-
siana, and Peter
G. Deister and his
wife, Margaret-
Ann, of Amenia,
New York. She is

and also worked

for Leon Rothstein, CPA in
Amenia. She later worked for
Ann Linden at Red Hen Sign
Co. in Amenia.

Born on Jan. 14, 1929, in
Patterson, New Jersey, she
was the daughter of the late
Murray Elliot and Margaret
(Markert) Rivenburg. Mrs.
Deister was a graduate of Do-
ver High School class of 1946.
On Oct. 4, 1947, she married
Gustave Deister, who prede-
ceased her on Jan. 29, 2012.

Mrs. Deister was a for-
mer member of the Wassaic
Presbyterian Church Ladies
Auxiliary. She later became a
member of the Sharon United
Methodist Church in Sharon.

survived by three
grandchildren, Joseph P. Lisi
and his wife, Traci, of Lan-
sing, New York, Matthew
P. Deister and his wife, Jes-
sica, of Amenia, New York,
and Austin M. Deister and
his wife, Cameron, of Costa
Mesa, California; and two
great-grandchildren, Cody
and Connor Deister. She is
also survived by two sisters,
Evelyn Handke and her hus-
band, Gene, of Wassaic, Phyl-
lis J. Quinones Barker and her
husband, David, of Lynch-
burg, Virginia, and several
nieces, nephews, great-nieces
and great-nephews.
In addition to her parents
and husband, Mrs. Deister

Richard Neil Sinclair

vices Manager.
Rick was the former Pres-
ident of The Dan-

Manor at Woodside.
The family thanks the
staff at the Manor

bury Mineralogical
Society and former
Board Member of
the Mid-Hudson
Gem and Mineral
Society and was
passionate about
his large rock and
mineral collection.

at Woodside, the
staff at Fresenius
Kidney Care, and
the staff at Vassar
Hospital for their
loving care.
Richard is sur-
vived by his four
siblings and their

He was the Found-
er and co-chair of
the Water Alliance in South
Kent.

Richard was married in
1979 to his lifelong partner,
Robert Joseph Rockefeller.
Together they lived in South
Kent for 32 years. Rick had
recently moved to LaGran-
geville, New York, following
Bob’s passing on April 19,
2022. Their marriage lasted
nearly 44 years. Recently Rick
became a resident at Holiday

was predeceased by a sister,
Janice Sledge Freer.

The family would like to
thank the staff at the Sharon
Health Center, Sharon Hospi-
tal, and the Visiting Nurse &
Hospice of Litchfield County
for your compassion and sup-
port during Margaret’s final
days. A special thanks to
her home caregivers, Lacey
Luther, Sally Barton, Nancy
Luther, and her sister, Evelyn
Handke, for their love and as-
sistance while Margaret was
at home.

Calling hours were held
from 3 to 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Dec. 19, 2023, at the Hufcut
Funeral Home, 3159 Route
22, Dover Plains, NY. Funeral
services took place at 10 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2023, at
the Sharon United Methodist
Church, 112 Upper Main St.,
Sharon, CT. Burial followed
at Amenia Island Cemetery
in Amenia. Memorial contri-
butions may be made to the
Sharon United Methodist
Church, 112 Upper Main St.,
Sharon, CT, 06069 or the Was-
saic Fire Company, P.O. Box
287, Wassaic, NY 12592.

Cathleen Ann Caranci

NORTH CANAAN —
Cathleen Ann Caranci passed
away on Jan. 3,

elyn Graf of Green Acres,
Canaan.
She was a grad-

2024, at Yale New
Haven Hospital
after battling con-
gestive heart failure
for many years.
She met her
husband Donald
Caranci at the fire-
works put on by

uate of Housatonic
Valley Regional
High School and
had a Bachelor
of Science degree
from Post Univer-
sity. She excelled
in accounting and
had her own busi-

Railroad Days over
20 years ago.
Cathleen was born on
April 1, 1966. She was the
daughter of Nicolas and Ev-

ness with Shannon
Allen, Lakeview
Accounting. After suffering
many heart attacks Cathy
backed off of full time ac-

counting.

Cathy was active in her
community. She was cur-
rently involved with the Falls
Village Day Care Center and
many other organizations.

She will be missed by all
that knew her, especially her
beloved dogs Hunter, Bella
and Ash. Cathleen is survived
by her 3 sons, 6 stepchildren,
10 grandchildren and 4 great
grandchildren.

There will be a graveside
service in the spring. An an-
nouncement will be made
prior to the event.

Linda Sue Strattman

EAST CANAAN — Linda
Sue (Calkins) Strattman, 65,
of 20 Furnace Hill Rd., died
Jan. 11, 2024, at Charlotte
Hungerford Hospital in Tor-
rington. She was the wife of
John Strattman. They had
been married for 48 years.

Linda was born in Platts-
burgh, New York, daughter of

Send obituaries the late Walter Lee and Cecil N\ Services every Sunday 10 a.m. 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT
. - ; . www.thesmithfieldchurch.org Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
to johnc@ Mildred (Cobb) Calkins. In LOVlng MemOI‘y Of 21st Century Theology Visit our website
lakevillejournal.com Linda had worked at Geer in an Historic Building sharon;grg;i%igzzgic?;rch.org
Memorial since 1979. Peter C. Roosa MC::a:_“ :ngi‘ted h Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
In addition to her husband ethodis urc info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org
October 12, 1950 to January 11, 2019 # Church St. Rie 44, Canaan, CT .
- ~\ . a.m. Worship Service Promised Land
. Open Hearts — Open Minds — Open Doors” Ba pti st Church
In Lov1ng Memory of Rev. Lee Gangaware 29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT
Time slips bv and life eoes on Where you will find: A Warm Welcome!
° P y g canaanct-umc.com -
ff I) tk h , il Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
e ery ay etkKovic But from our hearts you're never gone. canaanctumc@gmail.com Sunday School - 10am
We think about you always we talk about We hope you will join us! Sunday Worship - 11am
4 - Wednesday Bible Study
May 12, 1968 to January 20, 1990 you too, we have 50 many memories but we The Chag:: :‘:I ;III Saints, snd Peaye Meting— TEM
A wish we still had you. Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9. VISITORS WELCOME!
) oly Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. www.promisedlandbaptist.org
Z h . ¢ 1 £l N\ Trinity Retreat Center Chapel
7 May the wings of Heaven blow softly % You are deeply loved: Lower River Road, West Cornwall All Saints of America
and whisper in your ear . . Orthodox Christian Church
; ; ; Millerton United ; h
How much we Love and Miss you and p hy Ilis, ] amie, Nonnie, Methodist Church 51‘3/5:;:;: g:gﬁg}'i?fgg%%_CT
. ; ; 6 Dutchess Avenue, P.O. Box 812 i f .
Wish that you were here. The Petkovich and Roosa Famzly Millertom, NY 12546 DlvmeS I;;tgﬁsé :rli/?g::/ S; 191;1360 AM.
Services on the 1st & 3rd Sunday Rev. John Kreta
f each month at 3:00 P.M. -824- allsaintsofamerica.us
You are loved deeply: ° 860-824-1340  allsain
. 518-789-3138
Mom, Jamie, Nonnie
\_ /L J

she is survived by her two
daughters; Julie Strattman
and her fiance Paul Goddard,
and Kelly Groover and her
husband Andrew. Grand-
children; Alyssa Strattman
and her fiance, Chad Closson,
Chandler Strattman-Groover,
Shane Groover, and Reese

Groover. Her best friend
Lynn Miller. Linda is sur-
vived by many brothers, sis-
ters, nieces and nephews, and
a host of friends. Linda was
predeceased by her grand-
daughter, Brandy Strattman.

Funeral services were pri-
vate.

spouses; Mark Sin-
clair (Karen), Sha-
ron Sinclair Merriam Young
(Stephen), Sandra Sinclair
and Donna Sinclair Burke
(Brian). He is also survived by
his nieces and nephews and
their children; Eric Sinclair
(Samantha) Jake, Gracie, Con-
nor & Gus; Andrew Sinclair
(Lauren) Charleigh & Riley;
Cathrine McCormick (Mi-
chael) Quinn & Emma; John
Merriam (Jennifer) Jonah &
Jared and Kayla Burke. Rick

is also survived by his aunt,
Janet Bardawell and cousins
Linda Heider (Terry), Bob
Williamson (Joan), Nancy Du-
val (Gary), Steve Williamson
(Annie), Michael Woundy and
Debra Woundy (Jacqueline).
Calling hours will be held
Saturday, Jan. 20, 2024, from
10 to 11 a.m. at the Scott D.
Conklin Funeral Home, 37
Park Ave., Millerton, NY. A
funeral service will take place
at 11 a.m. at the funeral home.
Rev. Zora F. Cheatham will
officiate. Burial will follow at
Irondale Cemetery in Miller-
ton. Memorial contributions
may be made to the Trinity
United Methodist Church,
6 S. Cross Road, LaGran-
geville, NY 12540. To send
an online condolence to the
family, flowers to the service
or to plant a tree in Rick’s
memory, please visit www.
conklinfuneralhome.com

millertonnews.com

A new way to get your news

-} Worship Services
Week of January 21, 2023

Call ahead or visit websites for updates

on remote or in-person services.

Christ Church Episcopal
in Sharon
9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.
Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us
860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

St. John's Episcopal Church
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Rev. Paul Christopherson
SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org
860-435-9290

The Congregational

Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.
30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,
wherever you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!
Worship, Sundays at 10 am,
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom:
‘Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

North Canaan

Congregational Church, UCC
Joyfully opening our hearts
and doors to all God's people
172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am
www.Facebook.com/
northcanaancongregational
860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,
A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,
30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm
www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Trinity Episcopal Church
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville
Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School at 9 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at
www.trinitylimerock.org
Misa en espanol a las 4 de la tarde
el tltimo domingo de mes
The Revs. Heidi Truax & Felix Rivera
trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627

Congregation Beth David
A reform Jewish Synagogue
3344 East Main St., Amenia
SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly « Followed by Oneg
(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon
845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

Unitarian Fellowship
of NW CT
Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
The next meeting will be
Sunday, February 11 at 10:30 a.m.

For information, contact Jo Loi
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

Chabad of Northwest CT
On The Green
69 West St. Litchfield, CT 06759
Childrens Camp | Shabbat Services
Hebrew School | Cteen | YJP
Judaism With A Smile!
chabadNW.org
860.567.3377 | office@chabadNW.org

The Lakeville United

Methodist Church
319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

The Sharon United

Methodist Church
112 Upper Main Steet,

North End of Sharon Green
Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care
No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Falls Village
Congregational Church
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village
10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour
A Friendly Church with
a warm welcome to all!!
860-824-0194

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,
4 North Street, Norfolk
St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church
Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m.,
Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE
Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church
Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church
Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary
ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information,
please call 860-824-7078

The Smithfield
Presbyterian Church
656 Smithfield Valley Rd.
Route 83, Amenia, NY

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House
Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am)
Mission Opportunities
‘Warm Fellowship following Worship
860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org
Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the
LGBTQ Community

Sharon Congregational
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Two Decades
of Progress

nly a little more than a month ago there was

a small celebration at the White Hart Inn in

Salisbury. Three women lined up for a photo
opportunity to mark an important occasion: Nancy
Heaton, flanked by state Rep. Maria Horn, D-64, and
New York Assemblymember Didi Barrett (D-Dutchess/
Columbia County), received citations for her work and
for the contributions of the Foundation for Community
Health (FCH) to our Connecticut and New York com-
munities over the last 20 years.

Heaton, as president and CEO of FCH, has over-
seen the Sharon-based philanthropic organization
as it has granted more than $21 million through 609
grants to 118 organizations, and invested thousands
of staff hours to support better health in our regional
communities, many that historically have been under-
served.

Our front page story this week by Debra A. Aleksi-
nas provides a comprehensive look at the foundation’s
work since its inception in 2003 with a goal to pro-
mote healthier individuals and communities. Aleksi-
nas’ story also explains FCH’s connection to Sharon
Hospital’s sale back then to a for-profit company.

Since the early years of the 20th century, many
generous donors had contributed to the hospital to
help support its nonprofit work. After it was sold,
then-Connecticut Attorney General Richard Blumen-
thal petitioned to create the Foundation for Commu-
nity Health “to maintain and improve the physical and
mental health of all the residents historically served by
Sharon Hospital, Inc.” His move was approved in Li-
tchfield County Court, and the charitable funds were
transferred to the foundation.

FCH has met its mandate, stewarding the funds
from that sale for the benefit of a rural community that
stretches across 17 towns in Northwest Connecticut
and the Greater Harlem Valley in New York. Approxi-
mately 52,000 people call this community home.

Under Heaton’s leadership the foundation can be
credited not only for what it has accomplished in
awarding grants, but how it has carried out its mission.
As it states on its website, it invests “in people, pro-
grams and strategies” to improve health in our com-
munity. That includes access to food, safe and stable
housing and the opportunity for positive childhood
experiences, along with services for seniors, mental
health support, and support for immigrants and more.
It also includes supporting strategic planning initia-
tives, focusing on infrastructure needs, and lending
a hand to build leadership skills and organizational
restructuring. What this means is that besides funding,
FCH has been “focused on strengthening the capacity
and sustainability of [...] organizations so they can do
their work more efficiently,” said Heaton.

With two decades of success under its belt, FCH
and Heaton envision new growth in 2024 and has new
faces on its board. In 2023, the FCH board added Jill
Feldstein, of Dover Plains. She is business manager of
the Louis August Jonas Foundation in Rhinebeck. Dr.
Zachary McClain of Falls Village, medical director of
the Wieler Health Center at The Hotchkiss School in
Lakeville, also joined the board.

Looking ahead to 2024 and beyond, Heaton said
FCH will be exploring a role in statewide advocacy ef-
forts.

We applaud Nancy Heaton and her staff at the Foun-
dation for Community Health for their stewardship and
contribution to a healthier community.

Suez Canal:

here are two short-
cuts to moving goods
around the world —

the Suez and the Panama ca-
nals. Drought has more than
halved the traffic able to sail
through the Panama Canal
that connects the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans. That was bad
enough, but the alternative
shortcut around the world
has all but shut down.

This is a serious matter,
since maritime transport
accounts for 80% of global
trade. Under normal circum-
stances, the Panama Canal
would account for about 3%
of that global trade and 46%
of container traffic moving
from Northeast Asia to the
East Coast of the U.S. On
average, more than 13,000
vessels passed through the
Panama Canal per year until
last year.

Climate change, and now
the EI Nino climate pattern,

Let It Go: Disney’s new catch-and-release mouse trap

OPINION

The views expressed
here are not necessarily
those of The Millerton
News and the News
does not support or
oppose candidates for
public office.

Accepting financial
support does not mean
we endorse donors or
their products, services
or opinions.

Letters to the edi-
tor deadline is 10 a.m.
Monday for that week’s
publication. No more
than 500 words. Send
to editor@millerton-
news.com. Please in-
clude a phone number
for confirmation.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Stand By The Constitution

As controversy intensifies
about whether the Constitu-
tion disqualifies Trump from
holding office, we trust our
election officials, judges, and
justices to enforce the Consti-
tution as their oaths of office
require.

From 1776, Thomas Paine
inspires:

“THESE are the times that
try men’s souls. The summer
judge and the sunshine justice
will, in this crisis, shrink from
enforcing the constitution of
their country; but he that
stands by it NOW, deserves
the love and thanks of man
and woman.” (Based on The
American Crisis Number 1.)

1. Section 3 of Amendment
XIVis clear: “No person shall
... hold any office, ... who, hav-
ing previously taken an oath
... to support the Constitution
of the United States, shall have
engaged in insurrection or
rebellion against the same ...

But Congress may by a vote
of two-thirds of each House,
remove such disability.”

2. There is only one criti-
cal question — Did Trump en-
gage in insurrection against
the Constitution? If “Yes,” Sec-
tion 3 prohibits Trump from
holding office. If “No,” Section
3 does not apply.

3. The prohibition is au-
tomatic and absolute (“No
person shall ..”). The prohi-
bition does not require action
by Congress or conviction of
any crime.

4. While Section 3 does not
require Congressional action
in order to disqualify, it per-
mits Congress (by two-thirds
of each House) to remove the
disqualification. Congress has
not removed the disqualifi-
cation; the prohibition is in
effect if Trump engaged in
insurrection.

5. In the second impeach-
ment of Donald J. Trump, the
House of Representatives vot-

ed 232 to 197 to indict Trump
for “Incitement of Insurrec-
tion,” and the Senate voted
“Guilty” by a vote of 57 to 43.
While the Senate vote fell short
of the two-thirds necessary to
convict in an impeachment tri-
al, Congress has determined
by a majority vote of both the
House of Representatives and
the Senate that Trump engaged
in insurrection.

6. The results of criminal
prosecutions of Trump are
not relevant to the Constitu-
tional question of qualifica-
tion to hold office.

7. State courts and elec-
tion officials are considering
the issue in the context of
the preparation of ballots for
Republican Party primaries.
Both the District Court and
the Supreme Court of Colo-
rado determined that Trump
engaged in insurrection as
did the Secretary of State of
Maine. Some state courts and
election officials have avoid-

ed the issue on procedural
grounds. There will be more
decisions shortly.

8. Some argue that enforc-
ing Section 3 to disqualify
Trump from office and the
ballot would be anti-demo-
cratic and that voters should
be able to vote for Trump
even if he is an oath-breaking
insurrectionist. On the con-
trary, in the context of the
determination by Congress
and state courts and election
officials that Trump has en-
gaged in insurrection, failure
to enforce Section 3 would be
anti-democratic. American
democracy will shine as Sec-
tion 3 is enforced and Trump
is prohibited from holding
office again. We shall then be
able to express our love and
thanks to the election offi-
cials, judges, and justices who
stand by the Constitution.

G. A. Mudge
Sharon

The ‘Baby Derby’ held fascination 91

The following excerpts from The
Millerton News were compiled
by Kathleen Spahn, Vivian
Sukenik, Nancy Vialpando and
Rhiannon Leo-Jameson of the
North East-Millerton Library

91 years ago: January 1933
“Baby Derby is a Great Sport-
ing Proposition”: Seldom has
anything caught the interest
of the public and enlisted
the enthusiastic support of
the merchants of the com-
munity as the great Baby
Derby. One reason for this
is that it combines the thrills
of a sweepstakes with the
suspense of a drama. The big
question is, “Who will be the
lucky youngster?”

“Millerton Free Library Assn
has Meeting”: ... The Book

A supply-chain mess

THE RETIRED
INVESTOR
Bill Schmick

has sabotaged Panama’s abil-
ity to keep the system of wa-
ter locks and infrastructure
functioning properly. This
has already delayed Ameri-
can exports of grains bound
for East Asia. In the case of
Japan, U.S. corn exports ac-
count for more than 65% of
that country’s needs and 71%
of its soybean imports. Ship-
pers have bid up the price
for a transport slot through
the canal as waiting times
lengthen. A slot can now cost
anywhere from $1.4 million to
$2 million. Given this back-
ground, is it any wonder that
shippers had decided to opt
for the Suez Canal instead,
even though it adds about

18 days to the trip? And that
is where the shippers found
themselves between a rock
and a hard place.

The Israeli/Hamas war
started in October 2023. It
did not take long for those
aligned with Hamas to begin
retaliating against Israel and
its allies. Over the border,
missiles and drones failed to
avoid Israel’s air defense sys-
tem. In late November 2023,
the Houthi rebels found an
easier target. Armed attacks
against defenseless contain-
er ships in the Red Sea were
launched by the Houthi Mi-
litia. To date, the Iran-backed
militia that controls northern
Yemen is targeting all ship-
ping, some with not even a
remote connection to Israel.

This waterway is a cru-
cial piece of the world’s
supply chain. Up to 15% of
the world’s shipping sails
through the Suez Canal. In

FROM THE
ARCHIVES
The Millerton News

Committee, which consists
of Mrs. George Culver, chair-
man: Mrs. G.S. Tabor, Mrs.
David Traver, Mrs. Frances
Rundall and Mrs. David Sher-
man has Miss Clara Bercher
as a new member for 1933. ‘Tt
was voted to set aside $100
for the purchase of new

books, ...

“Missing Safe Discovered
Near Copake” The safe
which was stolen from the
New York Central Railroad
station here two and one-half
years ago was discovered be-

the maritime industry, ship-
ping companies can buy war
risk insurance. Insurance fees
alone are now in the millions.
Shippers are now passing on
those extra costs by charging
higher fees for transporting
cargo in that area. As more
attacks occurred, shipping
companies began rerouting
vessels. The new alternative
route has ships going around
the Horn of Africa, and then
back into the Mediterranean.
That route can tack on an
extra 14-15 days to a trip. It
should be only a question of
time before the U.S. is also
whacked from this new threat
to global supply chains.

Bill Schmick is a founding
partner of Onota Partners Inc.
in the Berkshires. None of his
commentary is or should be
considered investment advice.
Email him at bill@-schmicks-
retiredinvestor.com.

tween Copake and Ancram
by Clarence Cole on Sunday
while he was hunting rabbit
in the swamplands owned by
the Copake Developing Co.

It was on the night follow-
ing Labor Day in 1930 that
thieves entered the station
through a window, opened
a door, and loaded the safe
into an awaiting truck, leav-
ing clues as to their methods
behind them.

The safe, which was found
locked, contained $127, tick-
ets, stamps, and chewing
gum...

25 years ago: January 1999
“Joshua McGhee Heads to
Australia”: While most col-

years ago

lege students are preparing
to return to their second se-
mester college classes, Joshua
McGhee is planning to con-
tinue his education in Austra-
lia. Mr. McGhee of Millerton,
leaves Jan. 27, with a one-day
stopover in Singapore, for
Australia, where he will re-
main until mid-May.

During the three and
one-half month term, stu-
dents [study a wide-ranging
array of topics]. In addition
to coursework, Mr. McGhee
will visit a rainforest, travel
to Queensland to dive at the
Great Barrier Reef, the New
Zealand Tableland region,
and the western plains in the
outback zone.
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Falling into fire: Michael McCracken
recalls his time as a smoke jumper

By JUDITH
O’HARA BALFE
judithb@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — Michael
McCracken had two careers
in his life: he taught social
studies at Yorktown High
School in Yorktown Heights,
N.Y,, for 37 years, and for 25
of those years, he spent his
summers as a smoke jumper.

Smoke jumpers are spe-
cially trained firefighters who
fight wildfires, often reaching
the fires by parachuting into
the area, carrying with them
enough food and supplies to
carry them through 72 hours
of fire fighting.

Smoke jumpers, mem-
bers of the firefighting teams
of the U.S. Forest Service,
are deployed across North
America. Highly trained and
experienced, they often pro-
vide expertise and leadership
throughout long-term fires.

McCracken worked for the
Forest Service in the summers
between semesters. Every
summer he and his family
would travel to McCall, Idaho,

just north of Boise, to a USFS
compound that housed fellow
firemen and smoke jumpers.

While McCracken was off
fighting fires — “one sum-
mer, [ spent almost all of it in
Alaska,” McCraken recalled
— his wife and two children
swam, boated and fished at
the complex.

After retiring from teach-
ing in 1999, McCracken and
wife Dorothy traveled. They
lived in Vermont and Great
Barrington, Massachusetts,
before finally settling on Mill-
brook, where they have lived
for the last 15 years.

Three months ago, they
moved into The Fountains,
where McCracken spoke
Wednesday, Jan. 10, regaling
an audience of about 50 with
tales from his smoke-jumping
career.

Though in his 80s, Mc-
Cracken is still spry and
fit. He laid out the basics:
Smoke jumping takes rigor-
ous training, as the gear alone
can weigh up to 115 pounds.
If they can’t parachute into
an area, smoke jumpers may
have to walk long distances

“Do it with passion,

because it’s

important.”
—Michael McCracken

to reach a fire, hauling heavy
equipment.

They know the ins and outs
of parachuting in all types of
weather and less-than-ideal
situations, and they must
learn to think quickly and
clearly, as fires move swiftly
and sometimes in unexpected
directions.

Asked about his own per-
sonal worst experience, he
recalled one harrowing drop.
McCracken’s best friend and
a Lutheran minister jumped
first. McCracken jumped too
soon after him, hitting the
first man’s parachute and be-
coming entangled. His chute
opened also, but they went
down face-to-face, hitting a
tree, and upon landing, had
to have help getting disen-
tangled.

McCracken was 21 years
old when he started fighting
fires, and 22 when he began

Michael McCracken, right, speaks to an audience of about 50 at the auditorium at
The Fountains on Wednesday, Jan. 10, about his career as a smoke jumper for the U.S.
Forest Service during summers in between teaching social studies at a high school.

smoke jumping, prompted by
the reports from his room-
mate at the University of Vir-
gina with stories of his own
adventures as a smoke jumper.

Although the public sees
quite a lot of these fire jump-
ers when the news is reporting
massive wild fires, few people
are aware that the service,
started in 1939, saw its first
jump in 1940. Not until 1981
were women allowed to join
the ranks of smoke jumpers.

Asked why wild fires seem
more common and more vi-
cious today, McCracken re-
sponded, “Global warming.

“There’s drought, brought
on by global warming. Then,
people build houses where
houses shouldn’t be built.”

He added, with just a shade
of misgiving, “The U.S. Fire
Service has been too efficient
putting out fires.” Some forest
fires are needed to help in the
natural life cycle of trees for
growth and replenishment.
They release seeds, return
nutrients back into the sur-
rounding soils, and aid in the
removal of dead and diseased
trees, thinning the forest, al-
lowing in more light and en-
couraging growth of healthy
trees.

He has advice for new
smoke jumpers: “Do it with
passion, because it’s impor-
tant. You're doing it for your

Remember
The Lakeville Journal

Company offers free online
subscriptions to our website,
tricornernews.com, for active
duty military personnel from
the Tri-state region.

For more information or

to set up a subscription,
contact Sandra Lang at
circulation@
lakevillejournal.com or
860-435-9873, ext. 301.

PHOTOS BY JUDITH O’'HARA BALFE

Michael McCracken talked about his years as a smoke
jumper for the U.S. Forestry Service at The Fountains
in Millbrook where he and his wife Dorothy recently

took up residence.

country.” His own love of the
service was evident.

Does McCracken miss the
excitement of smoke jump-

ing? “Yes. Around the first
of March, I still get the urge
to start training, to meet the
challenge”

LEGAL NOTICES

Legal Notice

PLEASETAKENOTICE:
Thatameeting ofthe owners
oflotsinIrondale Cemetery
Inc. located in Millerton
N,Y 12546 will be held at
North East Muffler ,5654
rt 22 Millerton N,Y 12546,
on January 29th 2024 at
6:00 pm. For the purpose
of electing trustees and for
such other matters that may
properly come before the
meeting.

The annual meeting of
the trustees willimmediately
follow the meeting of the lot
owners.

Cindy L. Heck

Irondale Cemetery Sexton
01-11-24

01-18-24

01-25-24

LEGAL NOTICE

West Main Street
Apartments LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of
State (SSNY) 5/30/2023.
Office located in Dutchess
Co. SSNY designated agent
of LLC upon whom process
may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: United
States Corporation Agents
Inc., 7014 13th Ave, Suite
202, Brooklyn NY 11228.
Purpose: anylawful activity.
12-14-23

12-21-23

12-28-23

01-04-24

01-11-24

01-18-24

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY

GIVEN thatapublichearing
will be held before the
Planning Board of the Town
ofNorth Easton Wednesday,
January 24, 2024 at the
North East Town Hall, 19
N. Maple Ave., Millerton,
NY at 7:40 PM or as soon
thereafter as possible on the
application of MGHR, LLC
for a Major Subdivision on
Tax Parcel #7170-00-414515
located at McGhee Hill
Road, Millerton, NY in the
AS5A Zoning District of the
Town of North East.

The above application is
open for inspection at the
TownHallorviaemail. Please
request a copy by emailing
the Planning Board office
at pb@townofnortheastny.
govor calling 518-789-3300,
Ext. 608.

Personswishingtoappear
at such hearing may do so
in person or by attorney
or other representative.
Communicationsin writing
relating thereto may be
filed with the Board at such
hearing. Dated: January 11,
2024.

Dale Culver
Chairman
Planning Board
01-18-24

NOTICE OF RECEIPT
OF TAX ROLL AND
WARRANT
2024

TAKE NOTICE, that
I, Dawn Marie Klingner,
the undersigned Collector
of Taxes of the Town of
Amenia, Countyof Dutchess
and State of New York, have

dulyreceived the tax rolland
warrant for the collection
of taxes within the Town
of Amenia for the year
2024, and that I will attend
at 4988 Route 22, Amenia
from January 2, 2024 to
February 29, 9:00 oclock
in the forenoon to 2:00
oclock in the afternoon on
each day, excepting Fridays,
Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays for the purpose of
receiving the taxes listed on
the said roll.

TAKE FURTHER
NOTICE, that taxes may be
paid on or before February
29,2024.Onalltaxesreceived
after such date, there shallbe
anadditional onepercent for
each additional month or
fraction thereof thereafter
until such taxes are paid or
until the return of unpaid
taxes to the county treasurer
pursuant to law.

January to February 29,
0% (percent) penalty;

March 1 to April 1-2%
(percent) penalty;

April 2 to April 30-3%
(percent) penalty;

May 1 to May 31 - 4%
(percent) penalty;

June 1 until settlement
with County Treasurer, 5%
(percent).

Inaddition, after May 15,
a fee of $2.00 will be added
for each parcel.

TAKE FURTHER
NOTICE, that pursuant
to the provisions of law
the tax roll of the Town of
Amenia will be returned
to the County Treasurer of
the County of Dutchess on

the Ist day of June. Dated
January 2, 2024.

Dawn Marie Klingner

Amenia Tax Collector

01-11-24

01-18-24

OPEN VOLUNTEER
POSITION

TOWN OF AMENIA
is seeking applications for
the following Volunteer
Positions

Board of Ethics (term to
expire 12/31/2026)

Board of Assessment
Review (2 seat, terms to
expire 12/31/2026 and
12/31/2027)

Recreation Commission
Member (term to expire
12/31/2026)

Amenia Housing Board
(2 seats)

Comprehensive Plan
Review (1 seat)

Wastewater Committee
(1 seat)

Town residency required
for the volunteer positions.
Letter of Interestand Resume
may be submitted via email
to dmklingner@ameniany.
gov via mail to Town Clerk,
Dawn Marie Klingner, 4988
Route22 AmeniaNY 12501.
Application Deadline:
Noon, January 29, 2024.

01-18-24

PUBLIC NOTICE

Transportation providers
and other interested parties
are hereby notified that the
North East Community
Center, Inc. at 51 South
Center Street, P.O. Box 35,
Millerton NY 12546, is

applying for a federal grant
of up to $500,000, under
Section 5310 of Chapter 53
of Title 49, United States
Code, for transportation
services within the Towns of
Amenia, North East, Dover,
Pine Plains, Stanford, and
Washington to meet the
need the needs of elderly
individuals and individuals
with disabilities.
Thepurpose of thisnotice
is to invite private, for-profit
bus, taxi,ambuletteoperators
and other interested
parties to participate in
the development of the
proposed grant project and
intheprovision of enhanced
transportation services to
elderly individuals and
individuals with disabilities.
Please contact Christine
Sergent, NECC Executive
Director, at (518) 789-4259,
within 15 calendar days of
this publicnoticetorequesta
copy of the project proposed.
Comments on proposed
projects must be submitted
to Christine Sergent within
15 calendar daysafter receipt
of the proposed project
information.
Griffin Cooper
Marketing and Outreach
Coordinator
01-18-24

TOWN OF NORTH
EAST, DUTCHESS
COUNTY
NOTICE OF RECEIPT
OF TAX BILLS AND
WARRANT

TAKE NOTICE, that I,
Elizabeth “Tilly” Strauss,

theundersigned Collector of
Taxes of the Town of North
East, County of Dutchess
and State of New York,
have duly received the Tax
Rolls and Warrant for the
collection of property taxes
within the Town of North
East for fiscal year 2024.
Collection of taxes willbegin
with the receipt of taxes
through February 29,2024 at
the Town Hall, 19 N. Maple
Ave,Millerton, New York, on
thefollowing daysand times:
Monday through Thursday
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.; and
FEBRUARY ONLY Fridays
and Saturdays 9:00 a.m.
-noon. Checks are to be
made payable to “North East
Tax Collector”

TAKE FURTHER
NOTICE, that taxes may be
paid on or before February
29, 2024 without penalty.
All taxes received after that
date shall have an added
interest of 2% for the month
of March, 3% for the month
of April, and 4% for the
month of May. In addition,
after May 15th, afee 0£$2.00
willbeadded for each parcel.

TAKE FURTHER
NOTICE, that after June
1st, 2024 all unpaid taxes will
be turned over to Dutchess
County Commissioner of
Finance, 22 Market Street,
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601.

Dated: January 4, 2024
Elizabeth Strauss Town
Clerk/North East

Tax Collector

01-11-24

01-18-24



Dine Out for History
returns with more

By MEG DOWNEY
Special to The Millerton News

MILLERTON — The
North East Historical Soci-
ety’s popular Dine Out for
History series returns this
month with two additional
dining establishments par-
ticipating this year, bringing
the total to five.

On select dates from Sun-
day, Jan. 21, through Mon-
day, March 11, participating
Millerton restaurants will
host their own Dine Out for
History nights, during which
10% of the proceeds from all
patrons on those nights will
be donated to the historical
society to support its research,
digitize its collection and
make historic content more
available to the public, par-
ticularly educators.

“This collaboration is so
important to the historical
society because it helps people

understand the importance
of preserving the region’s
past,” said Edward Downey,
president of the North East
Historical Society. “And just
as critical, this also benefits
local restaurants at a time of
the year when business can
be slow. Our supporters have
been terrific in the past about
turning out for these special
nights, and we hope they do
the same this year.”

Diners can go whenever
they want at dinnertime on
the designated nights, but they
are encouraged to mention
Dine Out for History to the
hosting restaurant.

The historical society will
launch the series at The Mil-
lerton Inn, 53 Main St, on
Sunday, Jan. 21. An optional
brief presentation on the his-
tory of farming in the region
will be at 5:30 p.m. for those
who want to come early. It
will be offered with a glass

of wine, and guests can enjoy
their dinners at the inn after
that. Dinner reservations are
requested.

The other participating
restaurants are the Oakhurst
Diner, 19 Main St., on Sunday,
Feb. 4; Willa, 52 Main St., on
Thursday, Feb. 15 (reserva-
tions requested); Round IIJ,
5523 Route 22, on Monday,
Feb. 26; and the Golden Wok,
Railroad Plaza, 2 Main St.,
on Monday, March 11 (take-
out only). To get a reminder,
sign up for the North East
Historical Society newsletter
by contacting Ed Downey at
eddowneyl2@gmail.com

The North East Historical
Society is on the second floor
of the NorthEast-Millerton Li-
brary, 75 Main St. Its hours are
Ila.m. to 1 p.m. on Fridays or by
appointment. For more infor-
mation, contact Ed Downey at
eddowneyl2@gmail.com

PHOTO COURTESY NORTH EAST HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Borden Condensed Milk Co. plant by the Harlem Railroad line on North Center
Street in Millerton in the early 20th century.

Millerton s winter farmers
market carries on indoors

By CAROL KNEELAND
Special to The Millerton News

MILLERTON — Farm
fields may be lying fallow, but
local food producers are not
taking a long winter’s nap.

Instead, many are keeping
local foodies well-supplied
at the indoor winter farm-
ers’ market at the Millerton
United Methodist Church at
the corner of Dutchess Av-
enue and Main Street from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. every second
and fourth Saturday. The next
market will take place Satur-
day, Jan 27.

According to Paul Bengs-

ton, community program
director of the North East
Community Center’s (NECC)
Millerton Farmers Market,
the organization will provide
tempting specialty choices
from rotating vendors as
well as the regulars, includ-
ing: CoCo’s Crumbs, Heron-
dale, Jacuterie, Light Force
Bakery, Love Feast, Moon in
the Pond, PBP Farms, and the
soon-to-be-returning Baker’s
Wife.

While the market is well-
stocked, Bengston welcomes
others. “It’s never too late if
someone is a vendor who is
interested,” he said. “Reach

SHERIFF'S REPORT

The following information
was provided by the Dutchess
County Sheriff’s Office as the
Harlem Valley area activity re-
port for Jan. 4-10, 2024.

Jan. 8 — Deputies arrested
Fernando Cruz-Cabrera, 30,
for aggravated driving while in-
toxicated subsequent to a traffic
stop in the area of 5085 Route
22 in the Town of Amenia. Sub-
ject to appears in the Town of
Amenia court at a later date.

Jan. 8 — Deputies responded
to 5650 Route 22 in the Town
of North East for a report of
a male causing a disturbance
and destroying property. Inves-
tigation resulted in the arrest
of Mark S. Asea, 31, for three
counts of criminal mischief.
Subject arraigned in the Town
of North East court with an or-
der of protection issued upon
the complaint’s behalf.

If you have any information
relative to the aforementioned
cases or any other suspected
criminal activity, please contact
the Dutchess County Sheriff’s

Office tip line at 845-605-CLUE
(2583) or email dcsotips@gmail.
com. All information will be kept
confidential.

All persons arrested and
charged are alleged to have
committed the crime and are
presumed innocent until proven
guilty and are to appear in local
courts later.

out to me directly because
we're always looking to
have a variety. Email is usu-
ally easiest because I have to
send them forms and rules.”
He can be reached at paul@
neccmillerton.org.

He added that while space
is at a premium, the market
will continue to have a com-
munity table for nonprof-
its, the organizers of which
should apply directly to him.

Vendors, whose prices are
often competitive with local
stores, accept payment from
EBT, WIC checks, and the
Farmers’ Market Nutrition
Program.

Having moved inside
when the weather turned in
November, Bengston is ap-
preciative of the church fa-
cility: “We’re happy to have
a year-round market.”

Bengston noted that the
market schedule is listed
on the website and added
that if shoppers are unsure
of weather disruption, they
may check Instagram or the
website at neccmillerton.org/
farmers-market.

7.\ Realtor” at Large
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Recent property sales in Millerton

By CHRISTINE BATES
Spedial to The Millerton News

The Millerton News will
periodically publish a listing of
residential real estate sales in
eastern Dutchess County and
adjacent towns.

The Village of Miller-
ton encompasses only half a
square mile with around 900
residents within its borders.
It’s not surprising that prop-
erty sales are infrequent. In
the five months ending in No-
vember, only five residential
sales were recorded. Four
of the five houses had been
purchased within the last five
years, three since COVID-19
in 2020, and then resold. Vil-
lage living has become more
popular and prices on village
homes continue to rise. Cur-
rently there are only three
homes for sale, two of which
are listed for over $600,000.

July 2023 Sales
29 North Maple Ave., sin-
gle-family with 3 bedrooms, 1

bath on a.19-acre lot, sold for
$309,900.

September 2023 Sales

9 David Road, a home with
an accessory apartment with 4
bedrooms, 3.5 baths, sold for
$360,000.

56 Simmons St., a single-
family home with 4 bedrooms,
1.5 baths, sold for $475,000.

October 2023 Sales
81 Main St., a single-family
home with 4 bedrooms, 1.5
baths, sold for $450,000.

Monthly
pancake
breakfast
at Amenia
Firehouse

AMENIA — The Amenia
Fire Company will hold its
monthly pancake breakfast
Sunday, Jan. 21, from 7:30 to
11 a.m. at the firehouse, 36
Mechanic St. The all-you-
can-eat menu is available
to eat in or take out and
includes pancakes, French
toast, eggs and omelets,
home fries, bacon, sausage
and beverages. The cost is
$12 for adults and $11 for
older adults and children
under age 12. For more
information, call 845-373-
8352.

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

This 1,688-square-foot, four-bedroom house at 56 Sim-
mons St. had been operated as a popular Airbnb until
the house was sold for $475,000 in September. In 2023

it was assessed at $265,000.

November Sales
19 Highland St., a single-
family home with 816 square
feet and 2 bedrooms, 1 bath,
sold for $320,000.

Village of Millerton real
estate sales recorded as sold be-

tween July 1, 2023 and November
30, 2023 sourced from monthly
Dutchess County Real Property
Tax Service Agency.

Compiled by Christine Bates,
Real Estate Salesperson with
William Pitt Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty, Licensed in CT
and NY.

Regional real
estate prices
continue to rise

By CHRISTINE BATES
Special to The Millerton News

DUTCHESS COUNTY
— Expectations at the be-
ginning of 2023 were that by
year’s end, real estate prices
would fall from the high levels
of 2021 and 2022.

That didn’t happen here,
nor in most places, with home
prices steadily rising during
the year while the volume of
unit sales fell.

In Dutchess, an analysis
from Rocket Homes released
in January 2024 showed that
the median sold price of a sin-
gle-family home in the month
of December had increased to
$416,104, 4.2% above Decem-
ber of 2022.

New York state annual
median price data indicates a
median price of all homes in
Dutchess County in 2020 of
$335,050; in 2021 of $375,000;
and in 2022 of $395,000.

December’s median price
represents a 24% increase over

the COVID-19 low interest-
rate environment of 2020.
Columbia County median
home prices increased even
more off a lower base in De-
cember to $474,000, an in-
crease of 29.4% compared to
the 2020 median price.

Our regional residential
real estate market, like most in
the United States, is still a sell-
er’s market as supply remains
less than demand despite high
interest rates and high prices.
Sellers are just not moving
despite the high equity most
have in their homes — there’s
simply no place to move to.

The decrease in new resi-
dential construction has add-
ed to this supply imbalance
with fewer new houses built
in Dutchess County com-
pared to the housing boom
of the 2000s. At the same
time, the demand side has in-
creased from remote working
and also by the decline in the
number of people living in a
household.

Email news and photos to editor@millertonnews.com

)
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MCTEIGUE & GO

JEWELERS, GEMOLOGISTS, APPRAISERS

BUYING GOLD, DIAMONDS
& ESTATE JEWELRY

This past Saturday I went down to
the Shepaug Dam in Southbury to
see the eagles at their observation
area and had a great time. The
bald eagles gather there in the
winter as the water just past the
dam does not freeze allowing

the eagles to fish throughout the
winter. Reservations are needed
and the volunteers running the
site are from the CT Audubon.
They are unbelievably hospitable
and welcoming, making the visit
very pleasant. Additionally, there
are live presentations of birds of
prey at the observation site, so it
is very educational for the whole
family. For more information,
please visit firstlight.energy/
stewardship/shepaug/.

JOHN HARNEY

Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s
International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068

Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

ADVERTISEMENT

EXPERT EVALUATIONS WHILE YOU WAIT ¢ COMPETITIVE PRICES
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT « NO COST OR OBLIGATION

— FIVE GENERATIONS OF EXPERTISE —
With a global network of clients McTeigue & Co. is able to pay highly
compelitive prices_for your diamonds and precious jewelry. If you have pieces that
you are considering selling please contact us to arrange for a consultation.

— BY APPOINTMENT ONLY —

413-449-5275 e MCTANDCO.COM e GREAT BARRINGTON
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TOWN BOARD Ccontinued from Page Al

FCH Continued from Page Al

board committees. Between
meetings, it falls to these
committees to tackle the
work of town government.

Kennan and Morrison will
continue on the Budget Com-
mittee. Kennan and Ralph Fe-
dele will be responsible for
the Highway Committee. The
Building and Grounds Com-
mittee, which has overseen
the construction of the new
garage and will focus on the
new Town Hall next year,
is Morrison and Winkler.
Fedele and Mayville were
appointed to the Cemetery
Committee, which is involved
in the restoration of the his-
toric Spencer’s Corners bury-
ing ground on Merwin Road,
and the Emergency Services
Committee.

Hazard Mitigation plan-
ning will involve Kennan and
Fedele as well as Bob Stevens
and Ken Mclaughlin. May-
ville and Winkler will guide
the town’s Communication
Committee.

The town’s involvement
with housing will be headed
by Kennan and Winkler. Fe-
dele and Morrison will be
in charge of the Personnel
Committee, and Mayville
and Morrison will coordi-
nate recreation with the vil-
lage. Kennan and Morrison
will continue to work on the
Wastewater District. Kennan,
Morrison and Winkler will
coordinate with the work of
the Zoning Review Commit-
tee (ZRC).

In addition to board com-
mittees, Kathy Chow, who has
been very active in Climate
Smart initiatives, was formal-
ly added as a member of the
Climate Smart Task Force.

Kennan welcomed the new
year and the new town board.
He emphasized the collegial,
collaborative working envi-
ronment at Town Hall: “It’s a
pleasure to be at work.”

The big projects for the
new year will be the reno-
vation and move to the new
Town Hall, and the sewer
project.

Housing in the Town of
North East continues to be
an issue, and Kennan prom-
ised to see what creative and
constructive solutions could
be implemented.

Also mentioned was the
pedestrian bicycle plan the
village is considering that will
be put before the Town Board
at its February meeting after
consideration by the Village
of Millerton.

On Jan. 2, 2024, the Town
of North East held its first
meeting of the year: the le-
gally mandated annual or-
ganization meeting, which
specified 25 appointments or
designations for everything
from the official newspaper
— The Millerton News —
to records retention policy,
animal control and town ap-
pointed officials. The town’s
official bank has changed
from Salisbury Bank and
Trust to NBT. The last item
was the reappointment of Ju-
lie Schroeder to the Zoning
Board for another five-year
term ending in 2028.

There were no surprises,
and policies and people re-
mained the same as at the be-
ginning of 2023. The town’s
website is current and con-
tains the positions, names
and contact information of all
town government members.

FARM Continued from Page Al

farmers globally.

The Cookingham family is
seeking support to keep their
tradition of providing local
homegrown vegetables and
cherished farm experiences
alive.

Cookingham’s mother, Jes-
sica Cookingham, said: “My
husband and I really love be-
ing able to provide essentials
for people to grow their own
food and, you know, take
flowers to loved ones. And my
husband, this is his passion.
He loves farming, loves to do
the field work.”

She reflects on a lifetime
spent on the land and shared:
“It’s been so awesome to see all
the families, when they would
bring their children in, then
now their children are bring-
ing their children. It’s kind
of like a little congregation, a
place that they can come and
chit chat and catch up. It’s just
what we do, you know? It’s
what we want to do”

The community response
to the GoFundMe has been
strong so far. To date, the cam-
paign has raised over $14,000.

“Anything helps,” said
Cookingham, who is a stylist
at The Hair Salon in Millerton

and helps out on the farm as
much as she can. “We just need
enough to keep going,” she re-
marked, gratefully acknowl-
edging the support so far and
excitedly sharing plans for a
thank-you barbecue on the
farm “just as soon as we can.”

Despite a myriad of chal-
lenges, the family is remaining
hopeful. Of the community
of other small farms nearby
such as Silamar and Paley’s,
Jessica shared, “We’re all kind
of bound together. We look
out for each other and if we
don’t have something here, 1
send them [customers] over to
Paley’s, and vice versa!”

Reflecting on her fam-
ily’s struggles, Cookingham
shared: “Farming is unpre-
dictable and cruel. We've seen
our crops fail due to weather
extremes, and it’s heartbreak-
ing. This farm isn’t just our
livelihood; it’s a part of the
community’s fabric. We don’t
just grow crops; we create
memories.”

To support the farm, go
to gofund.me/3edd324c or
send a check to Daisey Hill
438 Indian Lake Road, Mil-
lerton, NY 12546 or Venmo to
@Hailey-Cookingham

Jessica Cook-
ingham and her
husband, James,
have been farm-
ing at Daisey
Hill since they
were teenag-
ers. They raised
their daughter
Hailey Cook-
ingham on the
farm as well.

PHOTO COURTESY DAISEY HILL FARM

Support local journalism
1n your community.
£k [m] Please donate to The Lakeville Journal

and The Millerton News at
LakevilleJournalFoundation.org/donate

or by mail

PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039

$36,000 toward programs.
Eight executive directors re-
ceived one-on-one leadership
support, and four sessions of
the foundation’s Community
of Practice assisted nonprofit
leaders.

“Our goal has really been
more focused on strengthen-
ing the capacity and sustain-
ability of these organizations
so they can do their work
more efficiently,” said Heaton.

Conditions that influence
health go beyond medical care,
such as access to food, safe and
stable housing, and the oppor-
tunity for positive childhood
experiences. According to
FCH, “On average, 45 percent
of renters in our community
pay more than 35% of their
income on housing.”

“The pandemic shone light
on all the issues and cracks
and needs, and how fractured
our system is,” noted Natashea
Wilson, FCH’s director of pro-
gramming and learning.

2023: a ‘year of newness’

Heaton described 2023 as
“a year of newness,” with new
tools to capture support be-
yond the grant, new commu-
nity members including two
new board members and one
new staff member, and five
new grantee partners.

Based on feedback from its
grantee partners, FCH devel-
oped a Community of Practice
for Nonprofit Leaders, offer-
ing one-to-one leadership
support to executive directors
of organizations. The founda-
tion also helped grantee part-
ners secure nearly $2 million
in additional grant funding.

“I think it speaks to the
value we can provide. We call
it support beyond the grants,”
Wilson noted. “No two or-
ganizations are the same. It’s
part of the uniqueness of our
region and uniqueness of our
foundation.”
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State Rep. Maria Horn, D-64, left, with Nancy L. Heaton,
president and CEO, Foundation for Community Health,
center, and New York Assemblymember Didi Barrett,
(D-Dutchess/Columbia) with citations for the foundation

at its 20th anniversary celebration Thursday, Nov. 30.

Neither are the communi-
ties served by FCH the same.
For instance, she said,"Dover
is our largest community and
our neediest community.”

The organization’s board
of directors comprises repre-
sentatives from throughout its
vast region.

In 2023, two new faces
joined the FCH board: Dover
Plains, New York, resident
Jill Fieldstein, business man-
ager of the Louis August Jo-
nas Foundation in Rhinebeck,
New York; and Dr. Zach-
ary McClain of Falls Village,
medical director of the Wieler
Health Center at The Hotch-
kiss School in Lakeville.

Supporting nonprofits’
leaders

Last October, FCH granted
$81,500 to eight nonprofits
through its Capacity Build-
ing Grant Program. Since its
start in 2021, the program has
granted $423,070 to 21 orga-
nizations by supporting im-
portant work including stra-
tegic planning, infrastructure
needs, leadership support and
organizational restructuring,

FCH has been “a consistent

supporter” of Greenwoods
Counseling & Referrals Inc.,
which provides affordable
mental health care, education
and related services through-
out Litchfield County, accord-
ing to its executive director
John Simoncelli.

The $15,000 grant his
organization received from
FCH last October helped with
amuch-needed expansion, Si-
moncelli explained.

“We’ve grown a lot in the
seven years since I've been
here. When we started, we
had about four employees and
now we have 25,” he explained.
“We’ve maxed out our space in
Litchfield”

The recent grant was in-
strumental in the opening of
a satellite office in Torrington,
“and eventually in Winsted as
well” With the new offices,
he said, comes a need to hire
staff, rent the spaces and fur-
nish them: “That’s what the
money is being used for, these
expansion efforts.”

Simoncelli praised the
work of FCH. “They’ve been
a part of our growth all along,
and I can’t say enough about
how they have evolved their

grantmaking process. In my
mind it has been revolution-
ary. I feel that Natashea has
a great sense of what we do
and how the money is being
spent.”

Helping seniors,
protecting immigrants
The Lakeville-based Chore

Service Inc. was the recipient
of a $12,000 grant from FCH
last fall. The funding, said
Executive Director Jane Ma-
cLaren, has been critical for
helping seniors and disabled
residents live safely and in-
dependently in their homes.

“Our federal funding has
been reduced by 33%, which
is difficult as the need is in-
creasing. Last year we served
137 clients in seven towns and
provided part-time work to
30 workers and 5,181 hours
of service,” MacLaren noted.

“The foundation’s sup-
port has been instrumental to
Chore’s commitment to in-
creasing community impact,
maintaining organizational
health and long-term financial
viability. Many people do not
have the means to pay for ser-
vices, so they call Chore. We
provide services regardless of
ability to pay, so for many, we
are a last resort to remaining
at home.”

A $15,000 Capacity Build-
ing Grant was also distribut-
ed to the Columbia County
Sanctuary Movement in Hud-
son, New York.

“We are really grateful for
this fund,” said Diana Laura
Cruz, co-executive director
of programs and services.
“CCSM has experienced a
rise in racist and xenophobic
attacks against our immigrant
community. Funds have been
able to support our staff to
rest and recover while also
giving us the opportunity to
train community members to
keep us safe”

MAURO Continued from Page Al

ference in the community she
grew up in.

With a background in
ministry and higher educa-
tion, including work with
victims of domestic violence
and sexual assault, Mauro
brought a unique blend of
compassion and leadership
to Project SAGE. She holds a
Bachelor of Arts in geology
from the University of New
Hampshire, a Master of Di-
vinity from Earlham School
of Religion, and a doctorate
in ministry from Princeton
Theological Seminary.

Throughout her leadership
at Project SAGE, Mauro was
driven by a profound sense of
social justice, influenced by
her faith and her time at the
Earlham School of Religion,
a Quaker institution known
for its focus on peace and
social justice. Her approach
to leadership has not been
about seeking personal ac-
colades but about creating a
supportive learning environ-
ment among her staff.

She said: “My role has
really been to find the right
people at the right time and
put them in the right place.
So, if I'm proud of anything,
it’s the fact that I've been able
to open the door for clients
to work with really amazing
people”

When Mauro began in
2016, the organization was
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Since 2016, Betsey Mauro has guided Project SAGE
through significant expansion.

called Women'’s Support Ser-
vices. It has since changed its
name to Project SAGE.
Under her stewardship,
Project SAGE outgrew its old
building, moving to a larger,
more accessible location at
13A Porter St. in Lakeville. The
new space, renovated with a
focus on health and acces-
sibility, reflects the agency’s
growth from a staff of six to
over a dozen dedicated pro-
fessionals. This expansion has
allowed for an enhanced range
of services to victims of rela-
tionship violence, including
counseling, legal advocacy and
arobust prevention education
program that has tripled the
number of sessions taught.
Asked about her plans post-
retirement, Mauro looked for-
ward to some planned trips;
hiking and kayaking; and
spending time with her part-
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860-927-0009 | sundogshoe@aol.com

ner, Paul, who is the head of
maintenance at Mountainside
Addiction Treatment Center
in Canaan. Yet her commit-
ment to social justice and
community remains at the
center of her life.

“You know, I'm not the
kind of person who'’s going to
sit still,” she said. “I don’t know
if it will be paid or volunteer,
but I'm really sort of taking
time to just take a deep breath,
come back to myself in a way.”

Having done prior work
in hospice, Mauro shared
that she might be interested

in taking up work in that area
again. She shared, “Social jus-
tice wise, 'm really concerned
about housing, and particu-
larly housing in this area.”

She explained that CO-
VID-19 led to a period of
hiring people who worked
remotely, with the express
idea that they’d relocate to the
area post-pandemic. But, she
shared: “Housing has been a
real barrier. And we find hous-
ingis a real barrier for our cli-
ents as well. How can people
start anew when they can’t get
affordable housing? It's a huge
challenge”

In her ongoing pursuit of
creating a better, more just
world, Mauro will undoubt-
edly continue to be of service.
“I really believe that my faith
informs my strong sense of
social justice and so in that
regard, [ see a continuum,” she
said. “Whether I'm in a church
or I've been in this role here,
it’s all about how we lift up
people and also challenge the
systems that are unfair, that
keep people from accessing
their full selves.”

The IMS Community Art Show celebrates
the creativity of artists in the tri-state area
and beyond, thanks to the vision of Trustee

Emeritus Samuel Posey P’07,’01.

INDIAN MOUNTAIN SCHOOL | UPPER CAMPUS STUDENT CENTER
211 INDIAN MOUNTAIN ROAD, LAKEVILLE, CT
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FILM: ALEXANDER WILBURN

Why are so few films set in CT?

n her new book from
ILyons Press, actress

Illeana Douglas deftly
chronicles a fictionally
neglected state in “Con-
necticut in the Movies:
From Dream Houses to
Dark Suburbia.” Full of
deep cuts and an entire
section dedicated to Yale
University making brief
appearances in film —
Indiana Jones lectures at
a fictional version of the
college, but we all know
globetrotting Indy is a
New Jersey man — it be-
comes clear that a book
with the same attention
to minor detail about
New York or Boston
movies would have to be
three times as long,

Why does Connecti-
cut, a state in such close
proximity to New York
City — in the heart of
New England, a region
where Nathaniel Haw-
thorne, Edgar Allen Poe,
Louisa May Alcott and
Henry Wadsworth Long-
fellow helped solidify
American fiction — have
so little to show for its
cultural canon? Even
Hartford’s crowning
historical site, The Mark
Twain House and Muse-
um, celebrates an author
whose best-known
masterpieces are set
in Missouri, waxing on
“half-forgotten Southern
intonations and elisions.”

In terms of material to
adapt, Yale does not have
its alum-penned colle-
giate novel to hold up
next to “This Side of Par-
adise” (Princeton), “Love
Story” (Harvard), or “The
Group” (Vassar). Neither
has Connecticut had its
populist hometown lau-
reate mining its culture
for the masses like Ste-
phen King did for Maine
or John Irving for New
Hampshire. Certainly,
the most famous piece of
fiction set in Connecti-

cut is Amy Sherman-Pal-
lidino’s television series
“Gilmore Girls,” inspired
by the Californian
writer’s brief visit to
Washington, Conn. Set
in an imaginary Litch-
field County-type town
filmed on a studio set in
Los Angeles, the robust
ensemble of verbose and
anxiety-inducing resi-
dents — class-conscious,
parochial meddlers —
are satirically rendered
as they belligerently
assault each other’s
character in the echo
chamber of weekly town
ordinance meetings.
Small-town Connecti-
cut, Sherman-Pallidinos
writing suggests with a
gleeful smirk, is no place
for privacy. Is it a place
for happiness?

The magnum opus
of literary Connecti-
cut fiction is Richard
Yates’ largely forgotten
“Revolutionary Road,
the author’s debut that
was a finalist for the
1962 National Book
Award. Vivisecting the
underbelly of suburban
conformity, Yates’ bitter
marital plummet into
empty adultery and emo-
tional paralysis served
as the chief inspiration
for Matthew Weiner’s
Emmy-winning series,
“Mad Men.” However, in
the 1960s-set show, the
frigid central family is
placed in Ossining, N.Y,
and Connecticut plays
a minor role much later

OMPASS
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Left, Julianne
Moore in "Far From
Heaven'"; below,
Kate Winslet and
Leonardo DiCaprio
in "Revolutionary
Road."

when a supporting char-
acter’s nightly commute
to Cos Cob serves as the
setting for an extramari-
tal affair with a troubled
housewife that ends with
her undergoing electric
shock therapy.

In examining the
2008 film adaptation of
“Revolutionary Road,
along with Ang Lee’s
“The Ice Storm” and
Todd Haynes' “Far From
Heaven,” Douglas writes
of the Connecticut
period pieces: “Some-
times the dark storylines
about adultery, insanity,
abortion, alcoholism,
racism, homosexuality,
and wife-swapping are
filmed so elegantly, or
set against such sumptu-
ous production values...
that the savagery is
muted by the beauty of
the sets and photogra-
phy. Women who live in
modern glass houses or
well-appointed man-
sions are imprisoned
by circumstances they
cannot escape, but their
hair is amazing!” Key,

‘We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day
on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.
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Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

‘WHDD FM 91.9

Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1

Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County,
Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

‘WBSL FM 91.7

Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

she points out, is though
each of these stories is
dripping in destructive
sexual activity, “There is
no joy in it”

More contemporary
depictions of Con-
necticut can be seen in
Jonathan Demme’s 2008
drama “Rachel Getting
Married” and the 2005
Diane Keaton-led Christ-
mas film “The Family
Stone,” both caustic de-
scents into dysfunction
as an offputting outsider
(Anne Hathaway, the
black-sheep sister; Sarah
Jessica Parker, a poten-
tial daughter-in-law)
intrudes on a horrible
family of smug liberals,
resulting in a horrific
time. Douglas quotes
“Rachel” screenwriter
Jenny Lumet (daughter
of director Sidney Lu-
met) as barely apologiz-
ing for her indictment,
“Sorry if youre from
Connecticut, but, ‘ech.”

Perhaps the state’s
proximity to Manhattan
and its commuter rail-
way — all the appealing

Continued on next page
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A Swainson's thrush in spring.

Birds in a candy store

Thanks to invasive
shrubs, birds need a
nutrition makeover

t has not been easy to
Iwork outdoors this

winter thanks to the
rain and melting snow. I
am spending more time
on social media, which I
am not proud to admit,
and have found several
Facebook Groups -
rather Facebook found
them for me - that share
information on native
and invasive plants.
The algorithm did good
this time. I am rather
hooked.

These groups include
‘Native plants of the
Northeast’, ‘Native and
Invasive Plants of the
Eastern US’, Propagating
Native Plants’, ‘Invasive
Plants ID and Removal
in the US and Canada,

‘Connecticut Native
Plants’ and ‘New En-
gland Native Plant Seed
Share/Trade’. Many with-
in the communities are
fierce advocates of native
plants. They identify
species almost competi-
tively, the way someone
might with the New York
Times Spelling Bee, and
offer suggestions on
ridding invasive plants,
propagating and plant-
ing native substitutes.

Recently, a commu-
nity member shared a
chart that put some data
around a serious issue.

Berries of invasive
plants do not offer the
nutrition required by
migrating songbirds. For
birds that migrate south
for the winter, a lot of fat
is needed in their food
to sustain them through
their journeys. The re-
search study behind this
chart comes from a 2013
paper published in the
scientific journal North-
eastern Naturalist. Even
though the study is now
10 years old the findings
remain relevant and the
issue it informs is more
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Ungardener
Dee Salomon

acute than when the
study was published.

In addition to mi-
grating birds, those that
over-winter in our area
require food with a high
fat content to nour-
ish them through the
winter and into spring
when they can rely on
caterpillars (and, for the
caterpillars to survive we
need to plant the native
plant they eat.) Sadly,
birds in the wild are
being malnourished due
to the proliferation of
non-native and invasive
plants and their berries.
Birdfeeders can only do
so much.

According to the
study, Japanese honey-
suckle, Lonicera japon-
ica thunbergii berries
have less than 1% fat
content. Compare this
to northern bayberry,
Myrica pensylvanica,

a native shrub, at 50%
fat. Remember tasting
the sweet nectar from
honeysuckle flowers as

a kid? Perhaps the berry
is similarly tasty to birds,
but don't eat a berry

to find out; although

the flowers are fine for
human consumption,
the berries are toxic to
us. Japanese honeysuckle
is basically junk food for
birds.

The avian candy store
includes berries from
multiflora rose and
buckthorn, with less
than 1% fat, and autumn
olive and oriental bitter-
sweet at less than 3% fat.
Compare with the native
plants that co-evolved
with local birdlife over
millenia: gray dogwood
has 35% fat, virginia
creeper 34%, arrowwood
viburnum and spicebush
at 48%. These plants
have been largely re-
placed in our backyards,
fields and woodlands
with non-natives and
invasives, adding to the
decline of our bird life.

When a bird ingests a
berry it also ingests the
hard seed or seeds inside
the berry. The bird’s di-
gestive system removes
the outer part of the seed
and excretes it coated in
poop fertilizer, greatly
increasing the seed’s
chances for germination.

Continued on next page
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A break from the bleak

e were only
a few days
into 2024 and

I was casting around
for a word to describe
the immediate angling
prospects.

After rejecting “lousy”
as ordinary and “@&#%!”
as unsuitable for pub-
lication in a family
newspaper, I settled on
“bleak”

It was cold. It was
rainy, except when it was
snowy. All the rivers and
streams were high.

And then it happened.
Friday, Jan. 12, wasn't
bleak.

The day before, I
had to go to the den-
tist in Kent. I decided
to improve the shining
moment by doing a
little recon work in the
vicinity.

Macedonia Brook was
just barely fishable. It
would have been a ques-
tion of walking along and
dropping a line into in-
termittent spots, primar-
ily deeper slower pools
and runs with some soft
water on top.

Kent Falls brook was
in similar shape.

Problem is, Lakeville
to Kent is 45 minutes
no matter how you slice
it, unless you drive over
the speed limit and don’t
take your foot off the
gas for anything, such
as other cars, stop signs,
animals or people —
then it’s 43 minutes.

So I'looked around
here first. The Black-
berry was too high, full
stop. But the Mystery

TANGLED
LINES

PaTrICK L. SULLIVAN

Brook (That Shall Not Be
Named) was in decent
shape.

I suited up and de-
ployed a fixed-line rod, a
Dragontail Mizuchi, with
No. 3 level fluoro line
and the same 2 feet of 4X
nylon tippet I used the
last time. Hell, I used the
same fly, a bedraggled
size 12 March Brown dry
with most of one wing
chewed off.

No takers on the
surface, which wasn't
surprising. The fish were
feeling the bleakness.

The only way forward
was to get something
down into the slow-mov-
ing depths, where a
lethargic char might
shake off the winter
blahs long enough to eat
something. Similar to
me falling asleep during
a Knicks game and only
stirring from the couch
long enough to get some-
thing from the fridge.

Sounds bleak, doesn't
it?

Around 1 p.m. two
things happened. The
sunlight hit the water,
and almost immediately
little tiny speck-type in-
sects appeared. Nobody
was eating them, at least
not on the surface, but it
did indicate the stirring
of life.

The second thing that
happened was I caught
a spunky little brookie

PHOTO BY PATRICK L. SULLIVAN

Joe’s Green Weenie, top right; Bread
and Butter nymph, bottom right;
Wooly Bugger in grey/purple.

while tight-lining a size
14 Bread and Butter
nymph through a slow,
deep section.

This dizzying success
made me think of trying
a bigger fly.

The size 16 Wooly
Bugger in a greyish
purple-y color and with
a tungsten head had the
fish swimming in circles.
I nicked a couple but
could not seal the deal.

So I went with the
nuclear option: a Green
Weenie.

Not just any Green
Weenie, either. This is
Joe’s Green Weenie, tied
with a darker green ma-
terial than the average
store-bought Weenie,
with a jig hook and a
heavy bead head.

I have suggested to Joe
that he sell these remark-
ably effective flies and
even offered a marketing
slogan: “Nothing Beats
Joe’s Weenie.”

For some reason Joe

thinks the slogan might
be a bit much.

Anyhoo, Joe’s Green
Weenie sinks like a stone,
and provoked bona fide
tugs.

But the bleakness had
rendered me rusty, and I
was unable to bring any
of the participants to
hand.

Idid, however, land a
stick. For a hot second,

I thought it was the pro-
verbial monster brook
trout.

Bottom line, I spent
an enjoyable two hours
and change on a trout
stream with some action
in the middle of January.
I did not freeze, fall in or
suffer any injury other
than getting slapped in
the face by a branch.

My message is sim-
ple. Never mind bleak.
Just watch the weather,
monitor the streams and
keep your gear handy.
The opportunities will
come.

ooo llng ar d ENer continued from previous page

This helps to explain the
rapid spread of invasive
species.

Some of the ber-
ries of invasive plants
have healthful benefits,
providing a few useful
nutrients for the birds,
and even for humans.
Invasive Barberry, Ber-
beris Thunbergii, is a
relative of the Barberry,
Berberis vulgaris, that is
used in Persian cooking.
Both types of plants have
sour-tasting berries that
contain berberine, an
antioxidant phytonutri-
ent that has been shown
to lower cholesterol and
help control blood sugar
in humans.

Autumn olive, Elae-
gnus umbellate, which
comes to us from Asia, is
a shrub or small tree that
can produce as much as
30 pounds of fruit from a
single mature specimen.
The fruit contains many
more times the lycopene
levels than our main
food source of this carot-
enoid — tomatoes.

Lycopene has been
shown to inhibit certain
cancers and protects
against diabetes among
other benefits of its
anti-oxidant rich pulp.
Harvesting the prolific
number of berries from
the autumn olive will
help to reduce seed dis-
persal by birds so, if you

decide not to remove the
plant it is a good idea to
collect as many berries
as possible when they
are ripe. There are many
recipes for autumn olive
condiments and dishes
to be found online.

The berries of the
Amelachier genus are
being touted as a super-
food in Canada, where
the tree is called sas-
katoon (here we know
it as shadblow or ser-

viceberry). According to
Web MD and a few other
sources I have checked,
the berries have plenty
of vitamins and miner-
als as well as the kind of
flavonoids that can help
prevent blockages in our
blood vessels and can
protect our heart and
liver. They are ripe when
purple; not red, or they
will be too sour.

There’s only so far
a bird feeder will go
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to solving this life and
death issue for the birds
in our area; still, it can’t
hurt. Planting more na-
tive shrubs that produce
fat-containing berries
is the only long-term
solution to the winter
nutrition issue. A health
food pantry to replace
the existing sweet shops
in our backyards.

Dee Salomon “un-
gardens” in Litchfield
County.

.films in CT

Continued from previous page

traits a realtor would
point out — has damned
its fictional portrayal.
Connecticut has become
media shorthand for a
stultifying caucasian
bubble, a resting place
for city men to dump
their wives and children,
a claustrophobic limbo
for couples with enough
money to own a home
but not enough internal
excitement to hack it
in the big city. No one
grows up in Fairfield
County in the movies; it
is a place you go when
you want to feel rich.
This stereotype of
Connecticut is used to
opposite effects in the
1945 romantic comedy
“Christmas in Con-
necticut” and in the
1975 and 2004 comedy/
horror adaptations of
“The Stepford Wives.”
In the Christmastime
crowd-pleaser, Barba-
ra Stanwyck is a single
Manhattan writer who
uses the imagery of a fab-
ricated Connecticut farm
in her weekly column to
sand off her rough edges
and lull her readers with
a placating false persona
of a wedded homemaker.
In “The Stepford Wives,’
based on the novel by
“Rosemary’s Baby”
author Ira Levin, New
York wives are moved
to Fairfield County and
brainwashed into confor-
mity — becoming docile,
serving homemakers.
Douglas devotes a
good deal to the lush
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summer palette of 1986’s
“The Swimmer, star-
ring Burt Lancaster and
directed by Eleanor and
Frank Perry (the late
uncle to pop singer Katy
Perry). The setting of the
film was moved to West-
port, Conn., by the sug-
gestion of the directing
team, but the short story
published in a 1964 issue
of The New Yorker by
John Cheever focused its
criticism on New York’s
Westchester County.
Like Don Draper in "Mad
Men," Cheever spent his
later life in Ossining. The
preeminent anthropol-
ogist of WASP culture
never wrote about Con-
necticut, targeting in-
stead the upper-middle
class peculiarities of New
York’s Upper East Side
and Greenwich Village
and the suburbs of West-
chester. That Cheever’s
stories are synonymous
with Anglo-Protestant
Connecticut likely
speaks more to the city’s
influence on the state
than its unique cultural
identity. There are still
plenty of Connecticut
stories to be told, true of
any American state, and
the small canon of films
and novels should not
be a deterrent to writers
but an open invitation to
explore undocumented
territory.

Douglas will discuss
her book at Kent Memo-
rial Library on Saturday,
Jan. 20, at 2 p.m.
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MUSIC: MIKE COBB

Scottish music at Battell Chapel and the Norfolk Library

orfolk resident

Andrew Thom-

son will be
presenting an evening
of Scottish music at 6:30
p-m. Friday, Jan. 26, at
the Battell Chapel in
Norfolk and Saturday,
Jan. 27, from 4 to 5 p.m.
at the Norfolk Library.
He will be accompanied
by Scottish bagpiper Ken
Storrs for both events.

Friday’s show honors

Robert Burns and is a
paid ticketed event that
includes haggis, whis-
ky and poetry reading.
Saturday’s event is part
of the Norfolk Library’s
Music Among Neighbors

series and is free with
registration required.

Thomson plays the
traditional Irish bagpipe
known as the uilleann
pipes, as well as piano,
vibes, percussion and
other instruments. He’s
also the proprietor of
Pipeman Studios, a
full-service recording
studio on Route 272 in
Norfolk. The name of
his studio comes from
the fact that he used to
smoke a pipe rather than
his musical talents on
wind instruments.

At age 18, Thomson
was the youngest mem-
ber of the composition

BOOKS: MATTHEW KRETA
Peter Steiner shares newest
book at Hotchkiss Library

n Sunday, Jan.
14, author, car-
toonist for The

New Yorker and for The
Lakeville Journal, and
Sharon resident Peter
Steiner gave a preview
and signing of his new
book “The New Detec-
tive” at the Hotchkiss
Library.

The book is the fourth
in Steiner’s series featur-
ing German detective
Willi Geismeier, and is a
prequel to the previous
three novels that goes
into Geismeier’s origin as
a veteran of World War 1.

Steiner addressed a
small crowd and opened
with a section of the
book. The section de-
tailed the protagonist’s
stay in a hospital after
being injured in the war,
damaging his eyesight.
The opening description
of the state of the hos-
pital filled with patients
hurt due to the war was
gripping and vivid, paint-
ing an immediate grim
reality. Geismeier slowly
regained part of his eye-
sight before being uncer-
emoniously sent home
via train after being
dismissed from the army
due to injury. Steiner
ended his excerpt there,
stating the book will go
on to deal with topics
such as the Spanish flu
and the rise of Hitler.

Steiner, the son of
Austrian immigrants
who studied German
literature at a college
graduate level, said that
the series was inspired
in 2015 with the political
appearance of Donald
Trump. Fearing for the
political state of the
country, Steiner creat-
ed the story as a direct
critique and comparison
with 1920s Germany.

“The only thing I really
knew to do about it was
cartoons and writing,’
Steiner said.

After that initial book,
“The Good Cop”, Steiner
continued the series due
to a love of the char-
acters he had created.
Despite the novels being
set in such a difficult

and arranging staff at
the Armed Forces School
of Music. He earned a
Bachelor of Music in
composition and per-
cussion with a minor

in anthropology from
Ithaca College. Thomson
teaches percussion and
gives clinics, recitals and
masterclasses around
the country. He has
collaborated with the in-
ternationally acclaimed

choirs of Joyful Noise Inc.

and the United States
Marine Corps.

With Scottish her-
itage, Thomson was
familiar with the instru-
ment from a young age.

gether and the
steps he takes
to reach his
conclusions
rather than
the mystery
itself.

Steiner
described
himself as a
writer who
very much
just went with

the flow of

PHOTO BY MATTHEW KRETA

Peter Steiner

time and place in world
history, Steiner said the
books are ultimately
about hope and good
people doing the right
thing in the face of bad
circumstances.

Despite being market-
ed as “A Willi Geismeier
Thriller;” Steiner believes
the book doesn't really
conform to the genres
of thriller or mystery.
Although there is a crime
and mystery to solve,
Steiner believes the nov-
el and series is more of a
character study. Accord-
ing to him, the payoff
of the book rests more
in how the protagonist
pieces the mystery to-

his writing,

planning very
few things in advance.
As an example, Steiner
offered the fact that in
his first book, Geismeier
was not even a planned
character, and the soon-
to-be protagonist was
introduced about 40
pages into the book. In
his words, the hard part
of writing is not creating
the story, but bringing it
to life.

After fielding a few
more questions, Steiner
thanked everyone for
coming and the group
mingled over some re-
freshments.

Copies of the book
were available to be pur-
chased and signed.
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“We trace our family
back to both Inverness
and Glasgow, he said.
“I've been a couple times
and would like to make it
a regular thing, if not for
family then certainly for
the culture. It’s a fairly
difficult instrument to
master, and I wanted a
challenge”

The Saturday concert
will be primarily Scottish
music, as a continuation
of the Burns Supper be-
ing hosted at the Battell
Chapel the previous
night, although there
will be some Irish music
as well. Thomson and
Storrs will also speak
about Scottish music
and culture.

When asked about
the difference between
Irish and Scottish pipes,
Thomson said: “Scottish,
Highland pipes are prob-
ably the most familiar to
people. They are much
louder, mouth-blown,
and utilize three drones
and a nine-note chanter
that plays the melody.
Irish uilleann pipes are
played seated and are
powered by bellows.
They feature drones, a
chromatic chanter with
more notes and range,
and on full sets, regu-
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Ken Storrs, left, on Scottish bagpipes and

Andrew Thomson, right, on Irish uilleann

pipes.

lators, which are extra discovering they both

pipes with keys that can ~ played pipes, they be-

be played by the wrist to ~ came close friends and

provide chordal accom-  colleagues, even working

paniment.” together at a sign shop in

Thomson and Storrs
have been friends for
some time. They sang
together as children in
alocal choir, and after
growing apart during
their teenage years, re-
united at a funeral where
Storrs was playing. After

Torrington, Connecticut.

“Celtic music in gen-
eral is a very communal
genre, said Thomson.
“Sessions of musicians
are very common and
are a great way for

Continued on next page

CLUES ACROSS
1. Microgram
4. Where golfers begin
7. Each
8. Warm weather
metropolis
10. Coat with sticky
substance
12. Girl’s given name
13. Myth (Spanish)
14. Ultrahigh frequency
16. Former NBAer
Jeremy
17. Where rockers work
19. Your consciousness of
your own identity
20. Soft-finned fishes
21. Localities
25. Paddle
26. Union
27. Member of religious
community
29. Small shrill flute
30. Small constellation in
the Milky Way
31. They __
32. College kid on
vacation
39. de Armas and
Gasteyer are two
41. Part of the human
body
42. A progressive grading
43. Sound unit
44. Noise some birds

make
45, Abba __, Israeli
politician

46. Portuguese city

48. Be extremely,
uncritically fond of

49. Resembling old Norse
poems

50. Ask for out of

Brain Teasers

'

5. “Hotel California”
rockers

6. Electronic
communication

8. Magnetomotive force
(abbr.)

9. Hostelries

11. A way to resound

14. Exclamation: yuck!

15. A resident of Indiana

18. Exclamation of
surprise

19. Make a mistake

20. Boundary

22. Antilles island

23. It’s used to make
furniture

24. Clod

27. They indicate where
places are

28. Bobby __, NHL champ

29. Prints money

31. Honorable title
(Turkish)

Sudoku

32. Appetizers

33. Midway between
north and northwest

34. Spanish be

35. Breezed through

36. Grilled dishes

37. In a way, excites

38. Change mind

39. A French abbot

40. Popular candy

44, Partner to cheese

47. Wood or metal bolt
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extreme need

51. Sino-Soviet block
(abbr.)

52. Midway between

south and southeast

CLUES DOWN

~
w
N
-
~
IS
©
(2]

Jan. 11 Solution

1. An insane person

2. __ Boothe Luce,
American author

3. Buttock muscles

4. Men’s fashion
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Level: Advanced

Noble

HORIZONS

Senior Living ® Rehabilitation * Skilled Nursing

A nonprofit organization

17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068
(860) 435-9851 * www.noblehorizons.org
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TRI-CORNER CALENDAR

Items are printed as space permits. All entries can be found at www.TriCornerNews.com/
events-calendar. To submit calendar items, email editor@lakevillejournal.com

JANUARY 18

What Papa Told Me:
Virtual Book Talk
David M. Hunt Library, 63

Main St., Falls Village, Conn.
huntlibrary.org

On Thursday, Jan. 18, at 5

p-m., the David M. Hunt

Library will host a virtual

book talk with Felice
Cohen, author of "What
Papa Told Me," which

is the story of Cohen's
grandfather, Murray
Schwartzbaum, whose

courage and sheer will to

live helped him survive
eight different labor and
concentration camps

in the Holocaust, start
anew life in America
and keep a family intact
in the aftermath of his
wife's suicide. A copy of
the book is available to
check out at the library.
Register for the talk at
huntlibrary.org

JANUARY 19

Poetry Workshop

with Sally Van Doren
Scoville Memorial Library,
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn.
scovillelibrary.org
On Friday, Jan. 19, from
2 to 4 p.m., there will
be a poetry workshop
with Sally Van Doren at
the Scoville Memorial
Library.

This intensive, immersive

workshop is designed
to give writers the

time to generate new
work and to hone in on
whatever it is that is
begging them to bring
it to the page. Guided
by prompts and in-class
writing assignments,
participants will dive
deep and emerge
transformed.

Van Doren is the
author of four books
of poetry and a winner
of the Walt Whitman
prize. To register, go to
scovillelibrary.libcal.
com/event/11749378

JANUARY 20

Film Screening

Cornwall Library, 30

Pine St., Cornwall, Conn.
cornwalllibrary.org

On Saturday, Jan. 20,

at 4 p.m., The Cornwall
Library will show the
award-winning feature
documentary film
"WHAAM!BLAM!,
directed by James L.
Hussey. The screening
will be followed by

a panel discussion
featuring Hussey, editor
and co-producer Tory
Estern Jadow, and visual
artist/art historian
David Barsalou. The
event is live only (no
Zoom). Seating is
limited. Registration
on the library

website is required at
cornwalllibrary.org/
events/

52 Places to Go in 2024:
A Talk with New York
Times Travel Editor
Amy Virshup
Scoville Memorial Library,
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn.
scovillelibrary.org
On Saturday, Jan. 20,
from 4 to 5 p.m., hear
the inside story of
The New York Times'
annual “52 Places to
Go, the much-awaited
list of outstanding
destinations and insider
tips on what to see
and do. Times Travel
editor Amy Virshup will
discuss how the travel
research gets done, who
makes decisions, what
distinguishes a list-
maker from a runner-
up, what Times readers
look for in travel, and
how Times Travel has
changed over the years.

Registration is required
for this event at
scovillelibrarylibcal.
com/event/11670848

JANUARY 21

The North East Historical
Society Dine Out for
History

Millerton, N.Y.

The North East Historical

Society’s popular

Dine Out for History
series returns this year
with two more dining
establishments, bringing
the total to five.

On select dates from Jan.
21 through March 11,
participating Millerton
restaurants will host
their own Dine Out for

History night, where 10%

of the proceeds from all

patrons that night will be

donated to the historical
society to support its
research, digitize its
collection and make
historic content more
available to the public,
particularly educators.

Sunday, Jan. 21, The
Millerton Inn, 53 Main
St., 5-9 p.m., (518)
592-1900. Reservations
requested.

Sunday, Feb. 4, Oakhurst
Diner, 19 Main St., 5-8
p-m., (518) 592-1313.

Thursday, Feb. 15,
Willa, 52 Main St., 5-9
p-m., (518) 789-0252.
Reservations requested.

Monday, Feb. 26, Round
111, 5523 NY-22, 5-9 p.m.,
(518) 592-1240.

Monday, March 11,
Golden Wok, Railroad
Plaza, 2 Main St., 5-10
p-m., (518) 789-9236.
Takeout only.

“The Art of the Stitch and
Needle”: A Group Show

of Fiber Arts

Cornwall UCC Parish House,
8 Bolton Hill Road, Cornwall
Village, Conn.

ecnanicis Not nar

AsR for a proven pro
An ASE Certified Technician

"The Art of the Stitch

and Needle;” a Group
Show of Fiber Arts, will
launch at an opening
reception Sunday, Jan.
21, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
at the UCC Parish House
in Cornwall Village. All
are welcome. The show
will continue until Feb.
29. Artisans exhibiting
their work will be: Beth
Dinneen, Eileen Gargan,
Susan Hellmann, Jen
Markow, Dana Saccardi,
and Susan Saccardi. A
wide variety of crafts will
be represented; some will
be for sale.

'The show may be viewed
Monday to Thursday
from 9 a.m. to noon,
Sundays 10 a.m. to noon,
and by appointment. The
Parish House is located
directly behind the
United Church of Christ
at 8 Bolton Hill Road in
Cornwall Village. For
more information, call
the church office at 860
672-6840.

Free Concert

Hotchkiss Library of Sharon,
10 Upper Main St., Sharon,
Conn. hotchkisslibrary.org
Hotchkiss Library of
Sharon and The Guild, in
partnership with Music
Mountain, announce

a free classical music
concert series in the
newly restored Hotchkiss
Library of Sharon at

10 Upper Main St. in
Sharon. The first concert
will take place Saturday,
Jan. 21, at 3 p.m. with
The Ulysses Quartet

and Oskar Espina Ruiz,
clarinet. Concert seating
is very limited and
registration is required
for the first concert at:
hotchkisslibrary.libcal.
com/event/11763366

JANUARY 23

Literary Seminar with

Mark Scarbrough

— Willa Cather: The
Dystopia of Originality
Scoville Memorial Library,

38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn.
scovillelibrary.org

On Tuesdays, Jan. 23 to
March 12, 10:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m., there will be
an eight-part, discussion-
based literary seminar.
Mark Scarbrough

will lead readers on a
fascinating exploration
of Willa Cather in mid-
career. Willa Cather’s
novels are a riddle:
American originals,
those seemingly pure but
deeply ironic voices from
the heartland, once best-
sellers, then mid-listers
in her own lifetime,

once critically favored

in colleges, now mostly
overlooked. Registration
is required for this
hybrid-format series.

For more information,
please use this link:
scovillelibrary.libcal.
com/event/11756531

Beatles tribute show coming to Colonial Theatre

On Saturday, Feb. 10,
at 7 p.m., the Tri-State
Chamber of Commerce
will present a recreation
of the 60th anniversa-
ry of the Beatles’ first
appearance on “The
Ed Sullivan Show™ at
the Colonial Theatre in
Canaan.

Music will be provid-
ed by the Beatles tribute
band Studio Two, who
will play the same set the
Beatles performed on
the show followed by 90
minutes of early Beat-
les music. There will be
plenty of room to dance.

Studio Two features
alumni of Berklee Col-
lege of Music in Boston
who focus on the Beat-
les’ early years of 1962-
1966 while using period
attire and equipment to
transport the audience
back to 1964.

Tri-state Chamber
of Commerce member
restaurants will be offer-
ing pre-theater specials,
and those wishing to
take part may make 5
p-m. reservations at The
Boathouse, Black Rabbit,
Fern and Interlaken Inn
in Lakeville; The Miller-

ton Inn; or The White
Hart Inn and Neo'’s in
Salisbury.

Tickets are $45, and a
portion of the proceeds
will benefit the Sharon
Woman’s Club. The event
has been underwritten
by Assured Partners,
Elyse Harney Real Estate,
Ed Herrington Inc., Har-
ney & Sons Teas, Nation-
al Iron Bank, NBT, North
East Ford and Peerless
Trees. For more informa-
tion, contact lorraine.
oler@ironbank.com. For
tickets, see canaancolo-
nial.com

...Scottish music

strangers to play to-
gether. Many tunes are
known widely and can be
learned by ear or sheet
music fairly easily. It’s
not uncommon for Ken
and I to trade tunes back
and forth or figure out
tune sets to play together
in advance. This concert
will not be an exception
— we'll probably figure
out our set list the night
before or during the ac-
tual concert, gauging the
atmosphere and choos-
ing tunes accordingly.
“The piping tradition
isn’t just about music.
It’s about community,
pageantry, and it’s an
opportunity to highlight
a lesser known art form.
Beyond the trope of deaf-
ening volume and kilts,
Scottish music is a highly

complex art form that is
both a proud tradition
and an intimate com-
munal experience, he
added.

The supper at the Bat-
tell Chapel will celebrate
the life and poetry of
Robert Burns with pip-
ing, poetry, whisky,and
fanfare. “I sort of consid-
er it a black tie event to
celebrate the common
man, Thomson said.

Continued from previous page

For Friday's Burns
Supper, contact the Nor-
folk Church of Christ for
tickets and info: office@
cofcucc.org

For Saturday's concert,
registration is recom-
mended via the Norfolk
Library website: www.
norfolklibrary.org

To find out more about
Thomson's upcoming proj-
ects, see his website: www.
pipemanstudios.com

Support local journalism
in your community.
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Please donate to The Lakeville Journal
and The Millerton News at
LakevilleJournalFoundation.org/donate

or by mail

PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039

news coverage.

lakevillejournal.com.

NAME

Dear Friends and Readers,

Noreen Doyle, Chair

The Lakeville Journal

FOUNDATION

There is GOOD NEWS to report about The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton
News! We have added more journalists to our staff, expanded our news coverage
and we are about to launch new websites for both papers with seven-day-a-week

Like many newspapers across the country, we face financial pressures that threaten
our ability to continue this vital work. Even after a successful matching campaign,
we still need your help. As a non-profit news organization, we must close the gap
between what we earn by selling newspapers and ads and our operating expenses.
That’s why we are reaching out to you, our loyal readers and community members.

The papers led the way this year in reporting on important issues to our
community: Sharon Hospital, affordable housing, and environmental challenges
to our lakes and state parks. And, of course, we remain the place to catch up on the
police blotter, town meetings, local elections, local sports, festivals, movies, and
the latest bear and wildlife sightings.

Since The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News were converted to non-profit
status last year, you have kept us in business with your generous contributions. We
are asking you once again to consider a tax-deductible contribution as part of your
year-end giving. Every donation goes to support our journalists and the mission to
deliver the stories that matter to you.

To donate, please visit lakevillejournal.com/donate or fill out the form below and
mail a check. For information on donating shares of stock, please email donation@

Thank you for your continued support!

Enclose your check or money order and mail to The Lakeville

Journal Foundation, PO Box 1688, Lakeville, Connecticut 06039
To donate by credit card, please go to lakevillejournal.com/donate
or scan the QR code to the right.

Susan Hassler, CEO, publisher

The Lakeville Journal Foundation, Inc.

ADDRESS

ZIP CODE

TELEPHONE

EMAIL

in the amount of $

In support of our local Paper, enclosed please find my check/money order
, made payable to The Lakeville Journal Foundation.

The Lakeville Journal Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible according to the law.

Che Lakeville Jowrnal

MitLErTON NEWS
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After losing its director, Pine Plains Library perseveres

By ANNA MARTUCCI
Special to The Millerton News

PINE PLAINS — After
a successful two years, Pine
Plains Free Library director
Alexis Tackett is stepping
down in order to pursue op-
portunities closer to her fam-
ily home in Texas.

Most notably, she worked
with the library board to
advocate for a more sustain-
able budget from the Town,
work that resulted in voters
approving a nearly $67,000
increase in annual funding.

“Alexis is leaving, and it’s
devastating and everyone
will miss her, but she left the
library in a good place,” said
library board president Claire
Gunning. This will be the first
year that the library is not ac-
tively using its reserve money
to pay the bills.

However, Gunning said,
it remains a challenge to be
public library located in a
small, rural community. Fun-
draising can be difficult due
to the small population of the
town and because other orga-
nizations such as The Stissing
Center and the fire depart-
ment compete for donations.

For similar reasons, the
library also struggled to fill
a vacant board seat until re-
cently, when it was filled by a
library volunteer.

“Pine Plains is a very small
town, and the same people
are tapped for boards every-
where,” Gunning explained.

Another challenge the
library faces is the building

itself. The library is housed
on the main floor and also
has use of a few rooms in the
basement for storage. The
upstairs floor is the town
Community Center, so if the
library needs it for its pur-
poses, it must make arrange-

ments through the Town.

There aren’t any small
rooms that people can use
for break-out sessions, and
the children’s space overflows
into the checkout area.

“The building is a town
building and we have a long-

PHOTO BY ANNA MARTUCCI

term lease that’s very gener-
ous, but the building is not
conducive to all our needs,”
Gunning explained. “Long
long range, we would love
to have a new building, but I
don’t know if there is even a
place on the horizon that we

The Pine Plains Free
Library is housed on
the main floor and has
use of some basement
rooms. An open up-
stairs floor is the town
Community Center.

can find”

Gunning is hopeful that
with the influx of newcomers
to the town and its environs,
more people will be interest-
ed in supporting the library.

Gunning herself moved to
Pine Plains full-time with her
husband, who grew up here,
in 2022 after retiring from
her library position in New
York City. Shortly after, she
was asked to join the board
of the Pine Plains Library, and
when former board president
Beth McLiverty finished out
her term, Gunning was nomi-
nated to take over.

Currently the library
board has seven members,
with bylaws that allow for
up to 12.

“The board has a really
interesting skill set,” said
Gunning. “We have someone
who worked for a nonprofit
in New Hampshire and has
an HR background, a lawyer,
someone with a fundraising
background — it’s a great
group of people who are real-
ly working for the same goal.
Some of the other libraries
that are bigger than ours have
larger boards with subcom-
mittees, but we are the kind
of board where everyone who

wants to have a say in what
is happening can have a say.”

The most pressing mat-
ter is the search for a new
director, although Tackett is
still working part-time do-
ing some of the administra-
tive tasks from afar. The plan
is for her to continue to stay
on in this capacity and facili-
tate the transition of the new
director.

“A library isn’t just about
books, it’s about commu-
nity and creating a space for
people to gather,” said Gun-
ning. “The board supports the
work of the librarian, and we
are anxious and eager to find
someone to take on an inter-
esting role in a small town.”

Located in a town with-
out many cafes, or central-
ized locations for gathering,
the library is a place where
books, Wi-Fi and comput-
ers are available for anyone
who needs them. The library
also provides a weekly tech
support session, ESL classes,
a monthly cookbook group
potluck, and a weekly youth
writers’ workshop.

“There are lots of people in
Pine Plains who need services
but won’t necessarily ask for
them,” said Gunning. “But
they get to know people at
the library. Some of the staff
have been there a long time.”

The staff and the board are
hoping to continue to expand
the library’s programming,
ideas for which include a
Mahjong club, pickleball,
yoga, lecturers and author
visits.

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds

HELP WANTED

CHORE SERVICE SEEKS
ENERGETIC AND COM-
PASSIONATE FULL TIME
PROGRAM COORDINA-
TOR: to support organiza-
tion’s mission of helping
older people within the
community remain safely
andindependentlyathome.
Responsible for assisting
Executive Directorin day-to-
day operations.Salaried, ex-
emptposition provides case
managementforclientsand
support to workers. Bache-
lor'sdegreeinsocial services
or related field or demon-
strate strong work experi-
ence and interest. Must be
committed to improving
quality of life for those in
need, experience working
with elderly populations,
and able to conduct home
visits. PTO, 401(k) plan, sti-
pend for health insurance
offered.Valid driver’slicense
and reliable transportation
required. Send cover letter
and resume to chore@
choreservice.org or PO Box
522, Lakeville, CT 06039.
Complete job description
at www.choreservice.org.
Chore Servicelnc.isan EOE.

WEATOGUE STABLES HAS
OPENINGS: for full and
part time help. Duties in-
clude feeding, turnout,
barn and stall cleaning etc.
Experience preferred.Lovely
facility. Contact Bobbi at
860-307-8531.

Email your classified
ad to classified@
lakevillejournal.com.

HELP WANTED

VACANCY ON THE TOWN
BOARD: The Town of Ame-
nia has a vacancy for the
unexpired term position
on the Town Board. We are
inviting interested individu-
als to apply for the position.
Thisappointed position will
be for a period expiring on
12/31/2024.The remainder
of the term will be filled
at the General Election in
November 2024. If you are
interested, here are the key
details you need to know:
Application Deadline: The
deadline for submitting
your resume and letter of
intentis 12 pm on Monday,
January 29, 2024. Submis-
sion Location: You can drop
offyourresumeand letter of
intentattheTown Clerk’s of-
fice, 4988 Route 22, Amenia
orviaemailtodmklingner@
ameniany.gov. Eligibility Re-
quirement:Tobe considered
for the position, you must
be meet the qualification
of a Public Officer. You must
be a resident of the Town
of Amenia, you must be at
least 18 years of age, and a
United States citizen. Make
sure to prepare a resume
highlighting your relevant
skillsand experiences. Addi-
tionally, your letter of intent
should expressyourinterest
in the Town Board position
and outline the reasons
why you believe you are a
suitable candidate. If you
have any questions or need
further clarification, consid-
erreaching out to the Town
Clerk’s office orcontactinga
currentmember oftheTown
Board before the specified
deadline.

SERVICES
OFFERED

CARPENTERANDTILESET-
TER: now offering handy-
man services. Over 35 years
experience. 413-229-0260
oremailattylerhomeprop@
yahoo.com.

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE:

House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing,
Garden mulch, Painting,
Gutters, Pruning, Stump
Grinding, Chipping, Tree
work, Brush removal, Fence,
Patio, Carpenter/decks,
Masonry. Spring and Fall
Cleanup. Commercial &
Residential. Fully insured.
845-636-3212.

LAMPREPAIRAND REWIR-
ING:Serving the Northwest
Corner. 413-717-2494.

MISC FOR SALE

FOR SALE: brand new un-

used Magic ChefMiniFridge
with freezer, 4.5 Cubic ft,
Platinum Steel. $200.00.
Pick up in Sharon. Please
Call 917-597-3033.

FIREWOOD,
WOOD STOVES

SEASONED FIREWOOD:
Fully seasoned. Mix of hard-
woods. $300 cord, $175 half
cord. Free delivery within
10 miles of town center in
Sharon. 860-364-0142.

LINE AD DEADLINE

Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when
a special deadline is published in advance

RATES

IReal Estate

REAL ESTATE

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
Equal Housing Opportunity.
All real estate advertised in
this newspaperis subject to
the Federal FairHousing Act
of 1966 revised March 12,
1989 which makes it illegal
toadvertise any preference,
limitation, ordiscrimination
basedonrace, colorreligion,
sex, handicap or familial
status or national origin or
intention to make any such
preference, limitation or
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in
the State of Connecticut
General Statutes 46a-64c
which prohibit the making,
printing or publishing or
causingtobemade, printed
or published any notice,
statementoradvertisement
with respect to the sale or
rental of a dwelling that
indicates any preference,
limitation or discrimination
based on race, creed, color,
national origin, ancestry,
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source ofincome, familial
status, physical or mental
disability or an intention to
make any such preference,
limitation ordiscrimination.

APARTMENTS HOUSES
FOR RENT FOR RENT

FALLS VILLAGE: Now ac-

cepting applications for 1
and2bedroomapartments.
Income-based housing.
Must be income qualified.
NO PETS / NO SMOKING.
For information and to
obtain application, con-
tact: 203-699-9335 ext. 310
leave message. tbroderick@
cremllc.com.EqualHousing
Opportunity.

MT.RIGA CABINFORRENT:
Sleeps5.Covered porchand
fire pit. Lake access with
boats provided. Contact
robsolarmiller@gmail.com
for more info.

Look for Tri-Corner
Real Estate
Inside, This Week

$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word.
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid.
Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.

COMMERCIAL
RENTALS

THE U.S. DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE: has a
need to lease 2,208 Rent-
able Square Feet, yielding
approximately 1,840-1,932
Usable Square Feet (ABOA)
of office space in Dutchess
County - Millbrook, NY.
Find more information by
searching for Solicitation
No. 57- 36027-23-FS on
Beta.SAM.gov. You may
also contact USDA's Lease
Contracting OfficerIris Bates
at iris.bates@usda.gov. or
Realty Specialist E. Shawn
Hayes at eulando.hayes@
usda.gov.

SEEKING WORKING PRO-
FESSIONAL TO SHARE
CONDO IN SHARON:Pri-
vate bed/bath, shared com-
mon space. $1k/mo + half
utilities. Full details: https://
bit.ly/sharon-ct-apartment

HOUSES
FOR RENT

FOR RENT: a bright, cozy,

unfurnished one-bedroom
cottage, 1200 square feet,
renovated throughout, with
deck, garden, parking, stor-
age/sleeping loft, closets,
dishwasher, washer/dryer,
views. Ten minutes from
Metro-North Wassaic sta-
tion.$1500 permonth.Con-
tact douglasthin@gmail.
com or 646.784.1011.

To view all the news and Classifieds from
The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News each week,
go to our websites at www.lakevillejournal.com and www.millertonnews.com

DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

ELYSE HARNEY REAL ESTATE

HARNEYREALESTATE.COM

Web# EH5270

CHARMING HOME IN TWIN LAKES
AREA OF SALISBURY
1,973 sq.ft. ¢ 5.11 Acres « 3 BRs « 2 FBs
SALISBURY, CT. This home is the perfect peaceful retreat or an ideal place
for entertaining. Enter through the cozy living room with wood floors and
a large brick fireplace. ‘The main floor also has a primary bedroom with an
en-suite bath, and a den with sliding doors to a back porch. There are 2 guest
bedrooms upstairs. A new propane furnace, new hot water heater, new gener-
ator, and new split AC unit are just a few of the recent upgrades.
Bill Melnick

$650,000

SALISBURY, CT 860-435-2200

Robinson Leech Real Estate

Distinctive Country Properties

MAY EVERYONE WHO SEES THIS AD
HAVE A WONDERFUL 2024 GOING FORWARD.

LAND PARCELS RENTALS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Sharon Land Trust is looking for someone
o . . who is passionate about land conservation.
NBT Bank is hiring for our Lakeville location

. .. . . The Executive Director collaborates with the Board of Directors
and surrounding areas! Positions available in

and staff to advance the Trust’s core mission of safeguarding

our Retail Branches, Operations, Call Center, the natural landscape of Sharon, CT through preservation and ltO acres: Vgry privazle, stunni[r}g yiews‘:\srll(q.all r;;):gt&;g QESI{\I/ES\I}“LS ?glfI]EICI\F/EIYOIII\\II\?;NTORY
; conservation, fostering benefits for both the environment and stream, underground power. Unique. AsKing ,000. >
Mortgage, Fraud and Credit departments. 8 LOCATED AROUND THE NW

the community. The candidate oversees the administrative and
all programmatic aspects of the Trust, managing organizational
responsibilities and initiatives. The Executive Director is
responsible for overseeing public relations, development, land
stewardship and acquisitions, communicating the needs of

the Trust with the Board, and the community. Compensation
of $100,000, plus benefits, or commensurate with experience.
For more information, please visit sharonlandtrust.org/about/
job-postings. To apply, please submit your resume and a cover
letter to Tim Hunter at info@sharonlandtrust.org

Our benefits from a total CORNER. THEY ARE MOSTLY
SEASONAL, WITH TWO POSSIBLY
AVAILABLE FOR LONG TERM.
FEEL FREE TO CALL ROBIN TO
DISCUSS MORE SPECIFICS FOR

YOUR RENTAL NEEDS.

employee
compensation package, include competitive
salary, bonuses and a wide range of benefits
for eligible employees.

5.9 Acres: trout stream, view, private, walk-to-village
convenience: Asking $450,000.

16.5 acres: 2 tax lots, adjustable boundary lines,
wooded, town water connectible; limited to 3 or fewer
home sites. Asking $750,000.

Learn more and apply on our website at

https://www.nbtbank.com/careers/ Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955

318 Main Street « Lakeville, Connecticut » 860-435-9891 « www.robinleechrealestate.com
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To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist Directory

The Lakeville Journal - The Millerton News . Compass - lakevillejournal.com . millertonnews.com

KARL ON WHEELS

Let us move your stuff

Full color available.
Call your advertising
representative today!

DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following
Thursday’s publication date.

Auto Repair

A NORTH EAST MUFFLER INC.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires * Brakes * Mufflers * New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1
Route 22, Millerton, NY

PEROTTI

TREE SURGEONS LLC
Shade Tree Preservation @ Home Orchard Care

Prompt, Safe Delivery - Fully Insured
(860)499-0406

karlonwheels.com

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

™\ John Heck (518) 789-3669  Cindy Heck r
CHARLIE'S
REPAIR SHOP

e B
9=
a Complete Automotive Service
”  Brakes « Tires « Trailer Sales & Service

We Buy and Sell Used Cars
ROUTE 22 - MILLERTON, NY 12546

518-789-6636 Charles J. Flint, Jr.

JoHN & JuNE Kinsky
BuDGET BLINDS oF LiTcHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com
budgetblinds.com/litchfieldcounty
HIC#0648748

FREE
In-Home

Consultation WINTER
SAVINGS!
Shades, Blinds, Shutters, 2 5% Off

Home Automation and more
*Excludes Lutron

&Hunter Douglas
Good until 1/31/24

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

Floor Refinishing

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST

“When You Want The Best”
Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

BRENDEN LEE

P.0. BOX 1135 SHARON, (T
860.689.5677
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM
BATT INSULATION - BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK
FIREPROOFING - INSULATION REMOVAL

Landscaping

VADNEY’S

LANDS SCAPING

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing * Gardening * Brush Hogging

Excavation * Tree Work « Land Clearing * Driveways

Free Estimates - Fully Insured E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

Lightning Rods

Overhead Doors

Celebrating over

Olyeats

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous
door options to fit any budget! Residential,
commercial & industrial doors, electric
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

=MADSEN—
OVERHEAD DOORS

Fast, friendly service since 1954

(518) 392 3883
673 Route 2083, Spencertown, NY
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Hussey Painting

Decorating & Wallpapering
Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

Emmet Hussey www.hussey-painting.com
860.435.8149 emmethussey@gmail.com

Property Services

SHARON LAWN
& LANDSCAPE

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Winter Months Are Perfect For:
Land Clearing * Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing * Tree Takedowns

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting
of Parking Lots

* EXCAVATORS » BACKHOES -
* BULLDOZER * CHIPPER -
* DUMP TRUCKS -
* GROUNDS MAINTENANCE -
* LANDSCAPING -

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR
OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

lakevillejournal.com
millertonnews.com

When you need
to know what’s happening
in your area, we're there.

Landscape Renovation @ Hazard Tree Removal

Brad Thomson

]

HIC-603104

Serving the Greater Litchfield County area

ROOFING e SIDING
GUTTERS ¢ REPAIRS

Fully Insured
860-459-9921| ParamountProRoofing.com

Tick Control @ Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti ® 860-824-5051

perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #54607 MA Cert. Arborist #2136

Christopher Toomey
Licensed Arborist

25 Years Exp. Free Estimates
6 Barracks Road Canaan, CT 06018
CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming
Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

Tree Care - Tree Removal - Tick Spraying

(T arborist license#t 62658, NY pest license#t C0-653231
CT arborist licensest 65653

Jason Bresson
J. Phillip Bresson

applewoodtreecare@yahoo.com

860-733-2020 B-2580
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
JOHN®S TREE SELVICE

Tree removal - Chipping - View Cutting - Land Clearing - Logging - Firewood

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

Daves TV

Stop in to see our selection of
NEW Sony 4K TV sets. ALL ON SALE!!

« TV Sales

« Service Installation

* Outside HD
Antenna Installation

» WiFi Enhancements

REPAIRS on all: TVs, Stereos, Vintage Electronics

We’ve Moved!

Our new address is
279 Smithfield Rd., Millerton, NY 12546
Call for appointment 518-789-3881

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Do you have a family
member or friend
in the military who
would be interested in
the news from home?

Remember

The Lakeville Journal
Company offers free online
subscriptions to our websites,
www.lakevillejournal.com and
www.millertonnews.com, for
active duty military personnel
from the Tri-state region. For
more information or to set up a
subscription, contact Sandra Lang
at circulation@lakevillejournal.
com or 860-435-9873, ext. 301.

With thanks to

those who serve.

your news
your community

your life!

Not sure who to turn to

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you
this directory of Specialists
in print and online.
From Automobiles to
Windows, the Specialist you

need is at your fingertips.

We'll keep you connected.

And, when you find the
Specialist you're looking for,
let them know you found them
in your independent, locally
owned, community newspapers.

@he Lakeville Zournal
MitLErTON NEWS

We've made it even easier to

Stay Informed.

Visit lakevillejournal.com or
millertonnews.com to purchase
a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It

Print Subscription
Includes Free Online Access!

$10 monthly

in county | $12.25 outside county

Che Lakeville Tournal
MifLErTON NEWS

In Print & Online | Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
lakevillejournal.com | millertonnews.com

860-824-4956
Telephone & Fax
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