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Christmas tree shortage looms

PHOTO BY JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

Rows of holiday greenery at Evergreen Christmas Tree Farm in Millbrook.

By JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK —  Manhattan 
architect Richard Phillips owned 
25 acres of land in Dutchess Coun-
ty and his sister, who was a Master 
Gardener in New Jersey, thought 
he should find something to grow�

He liked gardening — green 
thumbs grew in his family — so 
evidently the logical thing was for 
him and his wife, Wendy, to start 
a Christmas tree farm� In 1989, 
they started planting trees, and in 

2001 they opened their farm for 
business, usually on three or four 
weekends per year� Thus was born 
Evergreen Christmas Tree Farm�

The couple lived in Manhat-
tan, coming up to the Evergreen 
Farm on the weekends until the 
COVID-19 pandemic, then they 
moved here full-time� On a busy 
Saturday recently, they reminisced 
about the families who were com-
ing to buy trees� “Some of them 
have been coming for years,” Rich-
ard Phillips said� “We’ve watched 
their children grow up,” Wendy 

Phillips added�
The process is simple: A cus-

tomer walks through the farm 
and pick their tree, which is cut 
down by a worker with a buzz saw 
who then carries it to the road on 
a tractor� Then another worker 
stuffs the tree, trunk-first, into 
a machine that enfolds it in net-
ting� The customer then goes to 
the barn to pay, where there are 
also wreaths for sale, and bags in 
which to dispose of the tree once 

By CAROL KNEELAND

Special to The Millerton News

PINE PLAINS —  “Everybody 
has a ‘use by’ date, and apparently 
mine was up,” County Legislature 
Chairman Gregg Pulver (R-Pine 
Plains) said of his Nov� 7 failed bid 
for a sixth term representing New 
York’s 19th Legislative District� 

His fellow Republican County 
Executive William F�X� O’Neil 
didn’t agree and so tapped Pul-
ver to fill the spot left by County 
Comptroller Robin Lois, who has 
been named New York state deputy 
comptroller�

Noting that he lost the election 
to Democrat Chris Drago by 60 
votes, Pulver said: “I don’t think 
it’s a mandate either way� I don’t 
think it’s a mandate that I did a bad 

job or a mandate that I did a great 
job� I did a good job� It’s just things 
change�”

One pleasant change is a boost 
from the chairman’s salary of 
$34,967 to $112,480 as comptroller�

Referencing the election loss, 
Pulver chuckled and said: “That 
certainly wasn’t the intent�  I served 
for a lot of years for a lot less money 
and it’s certainly not entered into 
the equation� It pays what it pays� 
And the county executive asked me 
if I’d be interested and I said, ‘Sure�’”

If the offer hadn’t come along, 
Pulver — who, in addition to run-
ning the family farm and trucking 
business, has been in public service 
since he was elected to the school 
board in 1994 and a member of ski 

PHOTO BY RILEY KLEIN

Fall 2023 issue of The Winsted Citizen, a paper launched in 

January and initially backed by Ralph Nader, a Winsted native.

Millerton loves a festival

PHOTO BY JOHN COSTON

Lily Fallon, 5, who attends school in Red Hook, shows off a com-

pleted cookie Friday, Nov. 24, at the North East Community 

Center. 

By JOHN COSTON

johnc@ millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — The lights 
were strung, the fire trucks were 
manned and ready,  festooned with 
lights, holiday decorations and 
blow-up Santas, and Main Street 
was cordoned off� 

At a few minutes after 5 p�m� 
Friday, Nov� 24, the village once 
again became energized with si-

rens and lights as the 2023 Festival 
of Lights got underway� Looking 
down the stretch of spectator-lined 
sidewalks, the big tree was lit and 
the long line of fire trucks, four-
wheelers, floats and antique mo-
tor cars edged their way up Main 
Street� 

Children ran to collect candy 
tossed from the passing armada as 

Reported to be closing, independent 

Winsted Citizen gets last-minute buyer 

By TERRY COWGILL

Special to The Millerton News

WINSTED, Conn� — It’s been 
quite the rollercoaster ride for 
the fledgling Winsted Citizen, but 
Thanksgiving weekend brought 
news that fans of the independent 
community newspaper can be 
thankful for� 

After its editor, Andy Thibault, 
had indicated that the monthly 
paper would cease publication, an 
announcement was quickly made 
that it had actually been bought out 
by a much larger media company�
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Come see what’s new!
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Check out our cra�  beer selection at www.beermenus.com
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860.824.0209
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Hearth and Home Store

 

 

     

                  C34 Gas Stove      H27 Seasand Enamel Gas Stove              G55 Pellet Stove  

 

      Hearth and Home Store 

     139 West Main Street, Canaan, CT 06018 

November 27 – December 22 

Save up to $500 

860.824.0209
danielle@berkshirehillsdesign.com
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JONATHAN BONETT
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jbonett5@yahoo.com
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Interior & Exterior Painting,
Remodeling, Pressure Washing, 
Gutter Cleaning & Much More!

H U N K Y  H O U N D  H A N D L E R S
“ M O R E  T H A N  A  W A L K ,  A N  A D V E N T U R E ”

• Dog Walking
• Pet Adventures
• Luxury Pet Care
• Veterinary Visits
• Grooming Visits

H U N K Y H O U N D H A N D L E R S @ G M A I L . C O M
C A L L / T E X T  ( 8 0 2 )  7 3 8 - 4 4 7 5

C o d y  O ’ K e l l y

H U N K Y  H O U N D  H A N D L E R S
“ M O R E  T H A N  A  W A L K ,  A N  A D V E N T U R E ”

• Dog Walking
• Pet Adventures
• Luxury Pet Care
• Veterinary Visits
• Grooming Visits

H U N K Y H O U N D H A N D L E R S @ G M A I L . C O M
C A L L / T E X T  ( 8 0 2 )  7 3 8 - 4 4 7 5

C o d y  O ’ K e l l y
H U N K Y  H O U N D  H A N D L E R S

“ M O R E  T H A N  A  W A L K ,  A N  A D V E N T U R E ”

• Dog Walking
• Pet Adventures
• Luxury Pet Care
• Veterinary Visits
• Grooming Visits

H U N K Y H O U N D H A N D L E R S @ G M A I L . C O M
C A L L / T E X T  ( 8 0 2 )  7 3 8 - 4 4 7 5

C o d y  O ’ K e l l y

H U N K Y  H O U N D  H A N D L E R S
“ M O R E  T H A N  A  W A L K ,  A N  A D V E N T U R E ”

• Dog Walking
• Pet Adventures
• Luxury Pet Care
• Veterinary Visits
• Grooming Visits

H U N K Y H O U N D H A N D L E R S @ G M A I L . C O M
C A L L / T E X T  ( 8 0 2 )  7 3 8 - 4 4 7 5

C o d y  O ’ K e l l y

H U N K Y  H O U N D  H A N D L E R S
“ M O R E  T H A N  A  W A L K ,  A N  A D V E N T U R E ”

• Dog Walking
• Pet Adventures
• Luxury Pet Care
• Veterinary Visits
• Grooming Visits

H U N K Y H O U N D H A N D L E R S @ G M A I L . C O M
C A L L / T E X T  ( 8 0 2 )  7 3 8 - 4 4 7 5

C o d y  O ’ K e l l y

your news
your community

your life!

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit www.tricornernews.com to purchase a subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873, ext. 303 

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

CONTRACTING 
 

PALLONE KARCHESKI 
Serving the Tri-State Area  |  Fully Licensed & Insured 

BUILDING • REMODELING 
PAINTING • RESTORATION

860-485-4696  |  info@pkcontractingct.com
www.pkcontractingct.com

3 Century Blvd PO Box 656
Millerton, NY 12546

(518) 789-3014
www.crownenergycorp.com

Full Service Department
Propane • Heating Oil • Kerosene • Diesel Fuel • Gasoline

PHOTO COURTESY NORTH EAST COMMUNITY CENTER

Stuffing turkeys for the food pantry

Karen Santiago Lopez, left, and Gissel Oros, both members of North East 

Community Center’s (NECC) Teen Program, volunteered Thursday, Nov. 16, 

preparing bread at NECC’s holiday food pantry.

Village of Millbrook

Bond for new fire vehicle, 

more talk about STRs

By JUDITH 

O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — Mayor 
Tim Collopy opened the Vil-
lage of Millbrook’s meeting 
Thursday, Nov. 9, by men-
tioning a request for a public 
assembly permit from St. Jo-
seph Church and Immaculate 
Conception Church on Tues-
day, Dec.12, from 6:15 to 7:15 
p.m. for a procession going up 
Franklin Avenue, down Mer-
ritt Avenue and back to the 
church, which was granted.

Collopy then discussed the 
need for taping off areas dur-
ing the Parade of Lights set to 
take place Friday, Dec. 1, for 
safety of the children. Candy 
will be handed out, but should 
not be thrown from the floats 
and other vehicles. Volunteers 
are needed. He will see if the 
school can send out emails to 
the parents. He asked Chief 
Dominic Boscardin if the fire 
department will be delivering 
Santa; it will. Franklin Avenue 
will be shut down from 4:30 
p.m. on for traffic. No inap-
propriate or political march-
ers will be allowed.

The village will be named 
the lead agency for the State 
Environmental Quality Re-
view Act (SEQR) in acquir-
ing a bond for $77,000 for the 
new fire chief vehicle.

Sgt. Jared Witt of the Mill-
brook Police Department said 
the problem with staffing is 
being addressed. The force 
has had its second training of 
the year in firearms and safety, 
and all officers passed. He is 
currently working on updat-
ing the policies manual, which 
has 500 pages. He is doing it in 
increments and should have 

some procedures completed 
by the end of the month.

Highway Superintendent 
Bob Collacola reported that 
Central Hudson is trimming 
trees and it isn’t the village’s 
decision. He also mentioned 
that many residents are abus-
ing the services provided, and 
that he’d like to see fines being 
levied where needed. Some 
infractions involve leaf and 
brush removal, and parking 
during snowstorms. He’d like 
notices to go out noting in-
fractions and fines, then actu-
ally follow through on them.

Collopy addressed the de-
sire to reduce the speed limit 
throughout the village from 
30 to 25 miles per hour. This 
would also reduce the number 
of signs needed, as the message 
would be uniform throughout. 
Millbrook resident Kevin Mc-
Grath mentioned that when 
Bennett Park is fully opened, 
it may be necessary to lower 
the speed limits in that area 
also. Collopy said he’ll go for-
ward with what he has already 
started and if more changes are 
needed later, they’ll be dealt 
with.

Comments have been re-
ceived from Dutchess Coun-
ty on the short-term rental 
(STR) documents submitted 
by the village for perusal. One 
change was made from Octo-
ber: lowering the number of 
occupants from eight to six, 
or two people per bedroom 
(adults). Village trustee Pe-
ter Doro has worked on this 
project for a long period of 
time; the board would like to 
vote on it during its Decem-
ber meeting and hold a public 
hearing in January.

There was still some dis-
sension concerning the need 

for the owner to be on the 
property, or if a property 
manager will be allowed. 
One person, who rents from 
a property that’s been in her 
family since the 1930s felt she 
was being singled out because 
she doesn’t live on the proper-
ty; she lives within 15 minutes, 
and her property manager 
lives next door. The question 
arose of whether or not she 
could be “grandfathered in.” 
The board does not like that 
term, although not all were 
against making an exception 
in her case. Some people feel 
that the village is putting in 
codes without really knowing 
all of the facts concerning the 
existing STRs.

One of the last items was 
the sale of a 2-acre piece of 
property: the old village dump 
site. Asked if it would have 
to go out to bid, Collopy was 
told no. The village is waiting 
on information and document 
from the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
and when it has them in hand, 
it will sell. Collopy said that 
may be through a public auc-
tion, but was reminded that, 
in that case it could go to al-
most anyone for any reason, 
and Doro stated that some-
times public interest should 
outweigh financial gain.

Collopy noted that in look-
ing at the village financials, 
he saw some shares in a gold 
mine that the village could sell 
if it needed to; in the mean-
time, it can just keep an eye on 
their worth. He said that the 
village accrues about $27,000 
per year from fees paid by 
utility taxes, cable and Central 
Hudson, and noted that the 
state gets over 2%. The village 
will look into raising the rate.

Budget in, overlay delayed

By JUDITH 

O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

WASHINGTON — In a 
well-attended meeting meet-
ing on Thursday, Nov. 9, the 
Washington Town Board 
opened a public hearing on 
the proposed town 2024 bud-
get and upon hearing no com-
ments, closed it, took a vote 
and passed the budget. 

A public hearing was 
opened on the creation of a 
hospitality overlay district, 
which encompasses three 
areas, including two parcels 
where the Cottonwood Motel 
sits. The main site in question 
at the meeting was the former 
Daytop structure, which has 
two addresses for one build-
ing: one on College Lane and 
the other on Ramble Hill. 
Councilman Joe Rochfort 
stated that the main change 
was the light allowance, and 
the county recommendation 
was to go from 4000 to 3000 
kelvins.

The College Lane entrance 
to the property would be for 
emergency only and the ques-
tion of deliveries arose: If an 
oil truck is delivering to Col-
lege Lane and needs to go to 
the Daytop site, why couldn’t 
it proceed from there? Why 
would it need to go the official 
entrance on Route 343?

One resident asked why 
College Lane couldn’t be 
made a private road. If that 
happened, however, residents 
would be entirely responsible 
for its upkeep, including the 
bridge at the bottom that may 
need repairs at some point. 

Enough questions arose 
pertaining to environmen-
tal impact, along with other 
concerns, that the vote was 
put off until some further re-
search could be conducted, 

and another public hearing 
will be called. One resident 
was unhappy that the inn, if it 
were to become an inn, has 37 
bedrooms. The Daytop struc-
ture is an older structure, with 
that number of rooms, and so 
would be grandfathered in. 
The same question arose for 
the Cottonwood, but the Cot-
tonwood is on two parcels of 
land. Because any parcel can 
have up to 10 rooms, the Cot-
tonwood is covered. However, 
any changes the Cottonwood 
business wants to make must 
go through an environmental 
assessment.

It was pointed out that 
there is not at this time any 
application to the Planning 

Board concerning the Daytop 
property; if and when there is, 
there will be a public hearing 
and the residents will have say 
in the proceedings.

The Short Term Rental 
Committee also met for a 
workshop meeting that was 
open to the public. The main 
topic was whether or not the 
resident of the rental had to 
be on the property, and what 
constitutes a primary resident 
and what type of resident the 
owner should be. More re-
search will be done, and this 
may or may not be ready for 
discussion at the board’s De-
cember meeting; it might not 
come up to the public until the 
January meeting. 

Millerton News plans Winter Craft Fair

MILLERTON — The Mil-
lerton News invites everyone 
to a Winter Craft Fair Sunday, 
Dec. 10, from 1 to 4 p.m. at  the 
Millerton United Methodist 
Church, 6 Dutchess Ave.

The event will feature 

crafts for children of all ages, 
a wood-carving demonstra-
tion, ceramics and jewelry 
by local artists and makers, 
face painting, and a display 
of photos from the archives. 
Apple cider doughnuts, cof-

fee and cider will be served 
at the event. 

Editors from the paper 
will be on hand to meet with 
visitors. 

The event is free to the 
public.
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NAME ________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________   ZIP CODE _________

TELEPHONE _______________________    EMAIL___________________________________________

In support of our local Paper, enclosed please find my check/money order  
in the amount of $ _________ , made payable to The Lakeville Journal Foundation.

The Lakeville Journal Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Donations are tax deductible according to the law.

Enclose your check or money order and mail to The Lakeville  
Journal Foundation, PO Box 1688, Lakeville, Connecticut 06039
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 or scan the QR code to the right.

Dear Friends and Readers,

There is GOOD NEWS to report about The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton 
News! We have added more journalists to our staff, expanded our news coverage 
and we are about to launch new websites for both papers with seven-day-a-week 
news coverage.

Like many newspapers across the country, we face financial pressures that threaten 
our ability to continue this vital work. Even after a successful matching campaign, 
we still need your help. As a non-profit news organization, we must close the gap 
between what we earn by selling newspapers and ads and our operating expenses. 
That’s why we are reaching out to you, our loyal readers and community members. 

The papers led the way this year in reporting on important issues to our 
community: Sharon Hospital, affordable housing, and environmental challenges 
to our lakes and state parks. And, of course, we remain the place to catch up on the 
police blotter, town meetings, local elections, local sports, festivals, movies, and 
the latest bear and wildlife sightings.  

Since The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News were converted to non-profit 
status last year, you have kept us in business with your generous contributions. We 
are asking you once again to consider a tax-deductible contribution as part of your 
year-end giving. Every donation goes to support our journalists and the mission to 
deliver the stories that matter to you. 

To donate, please visit www.tricornernews.com/contribute or fill out the form 
below and mail a check. For information on donating shares of stock, please email 
donation@lakevillejournal.com.

Thank you for your continued support!

 

Noreen Doyle, Chair                                      Susan Hassler, CEO, publisher
The Lakeville Journal Foundation, Inc.

The Lakeville Journal 
FOUNDATION

Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
1. Old English letters
  5. Sculpture
 11. Showing up again
 14. Tie the knot again
 15. Washington city
 18. Sti�  structures in 

invertebrates
 19. Mark over a vowel
 21. Explosive
 23. Popular race: __ 500
 24. Pile up
 28. Mint
 29. Commercial
 30. A minute amount 

(Scottish)
 32. Small Eurasian deer
 33. Baseball stat
 35. Numbers cruncher
 36. Japanese masked 

drama
 39. Gasteyer and de 

Armas are two
 41. Blood group
 42. Assist in wrongdoing
 44. Language spoken in 

Cameroon and Chad
 46. Grayish-white
 47. A woolen cap of 

Scottish origin
 49. Microorganism
 52. Place under 

prohibition
 56. Calm, dependable
 58. Congressman
 60. Force
 62. As a result of this 

document
 63. One of two main 

branches of Islam

 CLUES DOWN
  1. Make a mistake
  2. Gordon and Snider 

are two
  3. Geographical region 

of Finland
  4. Ejected saliva
  5. A way of performing
  6. Scotland’s longest 

river
  7. One of the six noble 

gases (abbr.)
  8. Body art
  9. Two-toed sloth
 10. Electronic counter-

countermeasures

 12. Foolish person (Brit.)
 13. Of the wind
 16. Grand home
 17. Sound
 20. English river
 22. Symbol indicating 

ownership
 25. Exclamation of 

surprise
 26. Pouch
 27. Apart from
 29. Satisfaction 
 31. � e bill in a restaurant
 34. Sea bream
 36. Port in southern Japan
 37. Double-reed 

instruments
 38. Center
 40. South Dakota
 43. An orderly crowd
 45. Indicates position
 48. __-pedi
 50. Nonsense (slang)

Nov. 23 Solution

Nov. 23 Solution

Sudoku

 51. Republic of Ireland
 53. Nocturnal � yers
 54. American state
 55. Clusters in fern 

fronds
 57. Patriotic women
 58. A person’s brother or 

sister
 59. Breed of sheep
 61. Popular � lm 

“Despicable __”

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

PHOTO BY JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

From left: Dyan Wapnik and Bill Jeffway at the final Pine 

Plains bicentennial event hosted by the Little Nine Part-

ners Historical Society on Saturday, Nov. 18, at the Pine 

Plains Library. The program, “Reversal of Fortune,” was 

about Morris Graham and Andrew Frazier, who were 

born in Morrisania and moved to Pine Plains before the 

Revolutionary War.

From the Bronx to Pine Plains: How a war changed two lives

By JUDITH 

O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — With 
Pine Plans being about a two-
hour drive from the Bronx, 
one might wonder how there 
can be a connection between 
the two places. 

For the answer to that, the 
Little Nine Partners Historical 
Society (LNPHS) invited Bill 
Jeffway, executive director of 
the Dutchess County Histori-
cal Society, to give a talk on the 
subject on Saturday, Nov. 18, in 
the Pine Plains Free Library’s 
Community Room.

Introduced by LNPHS 
President Dyan Wapnik, Jef-
fway presented a treasure 
trove of slides containing 
pictures, documents and his-
torical tidbits that gave the 
audience of more than 50 a 
look into how the Revolution-
ary War turned the fortunes 
of wealthy landowner Morris 
Graham and enslaved indi-
vidual Andrew Frazier. The 
lecture was the final event in a 

year-long celebration of Pine 
Plains’ bicentenary.

The two men, instrumen-
tal in settling Pine Plains, 
were very different, but with 
the common denominator 

of both having been born in 
Morrisania, or as it is known 
today, the Bronx. Frazier 
was born enslaved, possibly 
of European-African ances-
try, and his birth was noted 

in the Graham family Bible, 
as was often the case of slave 
births at that time. The Gra-
hams were known to be large 
slave owners, and may also 
have been in the slave trade.

Frazier became a wag-
oner during the Revolution-
ary War, serving with Mor-
ris Graham, whose family 
“owned” him. Frazier was 
a wagon team leader, and 
some of his duties entailed 
transporting prisoners, and 
delivering captured arms to 
the furnaces in Amenia to be 
melted down for reuse. The 
story that evolves from the 
time of the onset of the war, 
through the very long life of 
Frazier, who died at around 
the age of 103, was the tale 
that was told at the event. It is 
not only the story of two men, 
it is the story of the beginning 
of Pine Plains, of one man ob-
taining his freedom, and the 
legacy he left behind. It is also 
the tale of how fate plays a 
part in the important aspects 
of history, and determines the 
continuity and fortunes of a 

SkyRise Farm to host Black Barn Winter Market

By NATALIA 

ZUKERMAN

Special to The Millerton News

MILLERTON —  On Sat-
urday, Dec. 2,  and Sunday, 
Dec. 3, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
the Black Barn Winter Market 
at SkyRise Farm will host an 
intimate, indoor/outdoor ex-
perience of craft, community 
and care. 

The ticketed event prom-
ises to be a celebration of 
some of the Hudson Valley’s 
finest artists, makers, chefs, 
bakers, and purveyors. Cre-
ated with the hope of foster-
ing a sense of wonder, dis-
covery and connection, the 

Black Barn Winter Market 
was born out of a conversa-
tion between friends Sarah 
Rigano of Form + Light, 
Erika DaSilva of Ten Mile 
Table, and Erica Recto of 
Erica Recto Art and BES. 

“It came about so organi-
cally,” said Rigano. “We cel-
ebrate cycles and seasons 
at the farm, so as the year 
comes to a close and winter 
arrives with the solstice, this 
felt like a beautiful way to 
honor that.”

Artists included at the 
event will be Erica Recto 
Art, Foxtrot Farm and Flow-
ers,  Hort and Pott, OB-
SERVED, Ten Mile Table and 

many others with nourish-
ment for purchase by West-
erly Canteen, warming drinks 
by Ilse Coffee, and sweets by 
Vitsky Bakery  and  Shared 
Gooods. The feeling on the 
farm will be festive. DJs in-
cluding Upstate Soul Club 
will be spinning fireside 
grooves. Craft stations featur-
ing Roygbiv, BES, Thistlepass 
Farm and others will be open 
to guests.

Part of the proceeds from 
the event will go to benefit the 
Northeast Community Cen-
ter (NECC). Said Rigano, “We 
are honored to support the 
good work of the NECC, to 
elevate these talented mak-

family and a town.
Graham built a stone 

house, the first in Pine Plains, 
in 1772, which stands to this 
day, after his father, one of the 
original Nine Partners, died, 
leaving his holdings to his 
many children. His is not the 
famous Graham-Brush House 
we hear so much about — that 
house is associated with Gra-
ham’s brother Lewis — but 
another one situated just off 
Route 82. 

During the war, both men 
— Graham and Frazier — 
fought in the battles of Har-
lem and White Plains. Gra-
ham’s funding of the militia 
he raised may have cost him 
much of his wealth; he was 
declared “insolvent” and his 
house was sold off in 1798. 
He died in 1804 at the age 
of 58, single and childless in 
Deerfield.

Frazier, on the other hand, 
lived to a ripe old age, mar-
ried, bought land, settled and 
farmed in Milan, where he 
raised a family of 11 children. 

He spoke often of the war, 
and recounted having met 
Gen. George Washington. 

His great-granddaughter 
Susan Elizabeth Frazier was 
active on the issues of wom-
en’s and African Americans’ 
rights. She was a substitute 
teacher  in  New York City 
Public Schools  when oppor-
tunities for African American 
women were extremely lim-
ited. Eventually, after going 
through the legal system and 
courts, she was appointed a 
teacher in the New York City 
schools. During World War 
I, she was president of the 
Women’s Auxiliary of the Old 
Fifteenth National Guard, 
an African American troop; 
she continued to work with 
it after it became the 369th 
Infantry. 

Jeffway lives in Milan and 
serves on the research com-
mittee of Celebrating the Af-
rican Spirit in Poughkeepsie 
and the committee of the Vas-
sar College Inclusive History 
Initiative.

ers and to create  openings 
for greater joy and connec-
tion amongst neighbors, posi-
tive momentum to carry us 
through the long winter.” 

Tickets are $30 each and 
must be purchased in ad-
vance, at which time more 
information, including the 
address, will be provided. 
For tickets, go to https://bit.
ly/47GaECt

Correction

In a story about Adopt-a-
Family in the Nov. 30 issue, it 
should have been stated that 
all items distributed to chil-
dren were new. In addition, 
while business owners were 
a source of items, the major-
ity were donated by hundreds 
of families in the community 
as well as others from New 
York City and Connecticut. 
The list of community donors 
should have included Louise 
Meryman’s “band of friends 

and farms,” who regularly 
managed the needs of entire 
families. 

The photo accompanying 
the article was of the Webu-
tuck Teachers’ Association’s 
toy giveaway, which did in-
clude some items left over 
from the final Adopt-a-Family 
shop-by-appointment event.

To donate to the program, 
checks can be sent to Adopt-
a-Family c/o NECC, P.O. Box 
35, Millerton, NY 12546.
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Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Rev. Paul Christopherson
SUNDAY SERVICE

10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m.
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel   

Lower River Road, West Cornwall

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Millerton United  
Methodist Church

6 Dutchess Avenue, P.O. Box 812
Millerton, NY 12546

Services on the 1st & 3rd Sunday  
of each month at 10:00 A.M.

518-789-3138

Worship Services
Week of December 3, 2023

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Online worship, Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church

40 Leedsville Road  
Amenia Union, NY 

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE
Visit our website for links

     Rev. AJ Stack
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
Misa en español a las 4 de la tarde

el último domingo de mes
The Revs. Heidi Truax & Felix Rivera

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

JOIN US FOR OUR  
HOLIDAY PROGRAM!

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
The next meeting will be

Sunday, December 10 at 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Reflections  

on Giving and Taking Joy
 For information, contact Jo Loi  

at jokiauloi@gmail.com
All are Welcome

Chabad of Northwest CT 
On The Green

69 West St. Litchfield, CT 06759
Childrens Camp | Shabbat Services 

Hebrew School | Cteen | YJP
Judaism With A Smile!

chabadNW.org
860.567.3377 | office@chabadNW.org

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Congregational

Worship Sunday, 10 am
North Cornwall Meeting House

115 Town Street, Cornwall
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship

860-672-6840
FB - UCC in Cornwall

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.

OBITUARIES

Jerry Doolittle

 WEST CORNWALL —
Jerry Doolittle, a writer and 
unusually well-informed 
amateur herpetologist who 
helped to resettle several 
Vietnamese and Lao families 
in the Northwest Corner of 
Connecticut in the 1970s, died 
on Nov. 19, 2023, at the age 
of 90, at Noble Horizons in 
Salisbury of complications of 
sepsis.

The 51-year resident of 
West Cornwall was well-
known for his scathing wit.  
For instance, Elizabeth Kol-
bert of The New Yorker in 
2004 wrote: “Jerome Doo-
little, a White House speech-
writer who sometimes com-
posed funny lines for Carter, 
likened his role to that of 
Franklin Roosevelt’s tap-
dance coach.”

He was born in Pittsburgh 
in 1933 to a socially promi-
nent family. His father, the 
late William M. Doolittle, 
relocated the family to the 
Northwest Corner to as-
sume the headmastership of 
Indian Mountain School in 
the late 1930s. His mother, 
Mary (“Sue”) Hill Doolittle, 
struggled with alcoholism 
and addiction, and when 
Jerry’s father volunteered 
for service in World War II, 
Jerry and his siblings were 
left largely to their own de-
vices on the campus of Indian 
Mountain School.  The fields, 
woods, hills and ponds of In-
dian Mountain were where 
Jerry spent hours alone, of-
ten reading books from the 
school library, and where he 
developed his lifelong love of 
nature, especially snakes. He 
became an expert downhill 
skier on Indian Mountain’s 
old rope tow runs, a skill 
that served him well during 
his years at Middlebury Col-
lege, where he was a member 
of the Delta Kappa Epsilon 
fraternity.  He was graduated 
from Middlebury in 1954, and 
remained an active skier into 
his 70s.

Jerry in his youth trav-
eled widely within the U.S., 
holding a number of blue-
collar jobs including oil field 
roustabout.  Upon graduation 
from college, he was drafted 
into the U.S. Army, where 
he served at military bases 
in the U.S. His experience as 
an enlisted man instilled in 
him a lifelong skepticism of 
authority figures in general, 
and commissioned military 
officers in particular.

Also, during his military 
service in 1956, he was mar-
ried to Gretchen Dewitt Rath, 
a Middlebury classmate for-
merly of Washington, D.C., 
and now of West Cornwall, 
who survives him. After Jerry 
completed his Army service, 
they settled in Arlington, Vir-
ginia, while Jerry began a ca-
reer as a newspaper reporter 
and editor with newspapers 
there, including the Wash-
ington Post. This included 
assignments covering the 
Beatles’ first American tour, 

and Martin Luther King’s “I 
Have A Dream” speech on 
the National Mall. Jerry also 
profiled Washington bigwig 
Leonard Marks, who soon 
thereafter was appointed di-
rector of the former United 
States Information Service 
(since merged with the State 
Department), and offered Jer-
ry a diplomatic position as the 
Press Attaché, or spokesman, 
of the U.S. diplomatic mission 
in Morocco.

Jerry and Gretchen moved 
to Casablanca in 1966 for sev-
eral years with their four sons, 
Tim, Ted, Jon and Mike. Mat-
thew was born in Morocco.  
Jerry’s second posting was 
to the U.S. embassy in Vien-
tiane, Laos, in 1969, during 
the height of the U.S.’s secret 
air war in Laos. Since the U.S. 
at that time was denying its 
involvement in the bombing, 
the job of embassy spokes-
man required misleading 
the press on a daily basis. He 
ultimately quit this job as a 
matter of principle, but not 
before confidentially working 
with his former Washington 
Post colleague, Les Whitten, 
to help The Post prove U.S. in-
volvement in the bombing of 
Laos. The story of how Jerry, 
Les and another American 
named Fred Branfman ex-
posed the secret air war in 
Laos is told in a chapter of 
the 1979 book, “The Best of 
the Post.” Jerry in 1973 pub-
lished an influential anti-war 
op-ed in the New York Times 
about America’s campaign of 
lies about U.S. involvement 
in Laos, later in large part re-
produced in Howard Zinn’s 
book, “A People’s History of 
the United States.”

  When Jerry and Gretchen 
returned to the U.S. in 1972 
with five young sons, they 
settled in West Cornwall, di-
rectly across the street from 
the red covered bridge. Jerry 
continued his career as a 
freelance writer, publishing 
extensively in national peri-
odicals such as Esquire and 
Playboy. He self-published a 
volume called “Understand-
ing Gum Disease,” advertised 
in the classified section of Or-
ganic Gardening magazine, 
and over a period of years sold 
his full print run out of his 
home office via mail order. He 
also authored two non-fiction 
books in a Time-Life series on 
American wilderness areas:  
“Canyons and Mesas”(1974) 
and “The Southern Appala-
chians” (1975). For both books, 
Jerry and Gretchen packed 
the five boys up for extensive 
summer vacation research 
trips in their Chevy Suburban, 
sleeping together every night 
in a massive seven-person 
canvas tent in national parks 
and other campgrounds.

During this period, the 
Vietnam conflict was coming 
to a close, and Jerry, still feel-
ing the weight of America’s 
involvement in that misbe-
gotten war, organized several 
Northwest Corner churches 

to sponsor Vietnamese refu-
gee families, including one 
family that lived for a period 
in an apartment in the Doo-
little family home in West 
Cornwall. Jerry also person-
ally sponsored a Laotian fam-
ily, Khammone and Thongsai 
Mitsri and their children Pepe 
and Jojo, who thrived here 
and still live in Danbury.

Jerry had a lifelong intense 
interest in politics, and joined 
the Jimmy Carter presidential 
campaign as a speechwriter 
and spokesman in 1976. That 
led ultimately to two years in 
the Carter White House as 
a presidential speechwriter, 
then two years as the head of 
public affairs for the Federal 
Aviation Administration. 

Jerry’s first published 
novel, “The Bombing Officer,” 
about a young American dip-
lomat caught up in the secret 
air war in Laos, came out in 
1982.  Jerry taught expository 
writing at Harvard from 1985-
1990. The Cambridge setting, 
combined with Jerry’s many 
years watching various sons 
wrestle in high school, yielded 
the Tom Bethany novels — a 
series of six critically well-
received murder mysteries 
featuring a Cambridge-based 
private investigator with pro-
gressive  politics, an airplane 
pilot’s license, Olympic-level 
wrestling skills and an ACLU 
litigator girlfriend. Starting 
with “Body Scissors” in 1990 
and continuing annually 
thereafter, each volume was 
named after a different wres-
tling hold.   

Post-Bethany, Jerry’s writ-
ing started to focus on his 
blog, Bad Attitudes, where he 
and a few collaborators sev-
eral times per week or more 
posted brilliant and often 
hilarious political and social 
commentary. Commercial 
publishers were not willing to 
take a chance on his master-
piece, “The Dead Zoo,” a novel 
inspired by Ronald Reagan’s 
boyhood interest in taxider-
my, and which Jerry’s “Tom 
Bethany” editor Bill Grose, by 
then retired, called the creepi-
est book he ever read.

Jerry had the true soul of 
an artist and creator, which 
in his case came with a strong 
sense that he actually had no 
option in life other than to 
pursue his craft as a writer, 
even when other easier routes 
were available, such as the lu-
crative communications posi-
tion with a large New York 
bank that he turned down 
after serving in the Carter 
Administration. Having been 
functionally abandoned by his 
parents as a boy gave him a 
fierceness in his convictions 
and a survival-driven com-
plete lack of interest in what 
others around him wanted or 
expected him to do. He had 
a single-minded dedication 
to excellence in whatever he 
deemed to be important — 
and if his list of what was im-
portant coincided with yours, 
then great; if not…still okay. 

His pursuit of excellence 
in things he thought were 
important was relentless. 
In addition to his craft as a 
writer, he was a skillful whis-
tler, a very able sketch artist, 
a photographer with an un-
canny knack for capturing 
the explosiveness of plants, 
particularly in blossom, and 
later in life became one of the 
best sourdough bread bakers 
in the state. This came, quite 
typically, after he determined 
that good sourdough bread 
was unavailable in Northwest 
Connecticut, which to him 
just meant he would have to 
make his own. He thereupon 

set forth on a project of trial-
and-error experimentation 
which in a year or so took 
him to near perfection – a 
steady supply of chewy but 
tender, delicately spiced or 
flavored loaves with a deep, 
rich sourness, all produced in 
a modestly appointed home 
kitchen.

He not only supplied him-
self and his family and friends 
with this superior bread, but 
also decided to sell loaves at 
the local farmer’s market until 
he had enough money to buy 
a new, high-end Apple com-
puter for his wife Gretchen.

He and Gretchen loved to 
have the house full over the 
holidays and in the summer. 
Jerry typically spent the weeks 
leading up to Easter recruit-
ing every family with young 
children in the village of West 
Cornwall to come to Jerry and 
Gretchen’s house for a mas-
sive Easter party and Easter 
egg hunt. Decades ago, he 
helped launch a series of ex-
tended family reunions where 
his own family got together 
with the families of his sister, 
Patsy and brother Billy, the 
latest of which took place in 
July and included a joyful cel-
ebration of his 90th birthday.

He loved nothing better 
than playing with his many 
grandchildren when they 
were very small; when they 
got bigger, he didn’t take them 
to the movies, ballgames or 
for ice cream like the other 
grandpas, but rather loaded 
them into his old Honda El-
ement (which he would pull 
the back seat out of to sleep 
in Walmart parking lots dur-
ing his book research trips), 
and took off for adventures 
like meeting the cows and ex-
ploring the barn at the tiny 
Cornwall dairy farm where 
he picked up his raw milk 
every week, or driving them 
into remote wild corners of 
the Berkshires where he had 
located south-facing slopes 
with rattlesnake hangouts. 
Jerry would carefully — 
slowly and gently — lift up 
the pieces of corrugated tin, 
plywood or old carpet he had 
pre-positioned in the hope, 
often fulfilled, that the snakes 
would be waiting for him.

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife of nearly 68 years, 
Gretchen Doolittle of West 
Cornwall; his sister, Pa-
tricia Shure of Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, two brothers, 
William Doolittle, Jr. of East 
Stroudsburg, Pennsylva-
nia, and Mickey Doolittle 
of Colebrook, and a step-
brother, Ian Ingersoll of 
Cornwall. Also surviving are 
five sons; Timothy and wife 
Colleen Doolittle of Oak-
dale, Minnesota, Theodore 
Doolittle and wife Kathryn 
Engustian of West Hartford, 
Jonathan Doolittle and wife 
Blair McElroy of Green-
brae, California, Michael 
and wife Amity Doolittle of 
New Haven, and Matthew 
Doolittle of New York, New 
York; as well as grandchil-
dren Nick Hanzalik, Eliza 
Doolittle, Lauren Hanzalik, 
Bethany Doolittle, Sam Doo-
little, Tessa Doolittle, Anayis 
Doolittle, Hannah Doolittle, 
Georgia Doolittle, Eve Doo-
little, Wyatt Doolittle, and 
Brooks Doolittle.

Funeral services will be 
held at the North Cornwall 
Meeting House (United 
Church of Christ) on Cog-
swell Road in West Cornwall 
on Sunday, Dec. 3, at 12:30 
p.m.  A celebration of life for 
family and friends will also 
take place in 2024 at a time 
and place to be determined.

James Edwin Morehouse

SHARON — James Edwin 
Morehouse, age 90, of 44 
Jackson Road passed away 
Nov. 18, 2023, at his home. 
He was predeceased by his 
wife, Avis E. Morehouse, of 
66 years on April 10, 2022.

James was born Dec. 13, 
1932, in Sharon, the son of 
the late William and Sophia 
(Aakkar) Morehouse.  James 
was a Korean War Veteran. 
He was self-employed as a 
welder, mechanic, equipment 
fabricator and forester.  

James is survived by his 
daughters Kathleen Visconti 
and Diane James and his son-
in-law Mark Visconti; his 

grandchildren Darren, Na-
than, and Bradley Visconti, 
Dylan, Will, Elizabeth and 
Lyndon Morehouse; his great-
grandchildren Scarlett and Si-
enna Visconti and Odin Aran-
cibia. James was predeceased 
by three sons Gary, Peder and 
William Morehouse.

Calling hours will be held 
at the Kenny Funeral Home 
in Sharon on Saturday, Dec. 
9, from noon to  2 p.m. with 
a service to follow in his 
memory at 2 p.m.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Sharon 
Volunteer Ambulance, P.O. 
Box 357, Sharon, CT. 06069.

For more obituaries, see page A6

PHOTO SUBMITTED

NBT donates to NECC

From left: Lenny Sutton, chef at North East Commu-

nity Center (NECC); Jennie Poidamani, NECC’s finance 

director; Jessica Elliott, NBT Bank of Millerton branch 

manager; Rick Cantele, NBT executive vice president; 

Andreas Kapetanopoulos, NBT Connecticut regional 

president; Irene Banning, chair of NECC’s board of di-

rectors; Michael Hogan, NBT business banking officer; 

and NECC development associate Jennifer Kronholm 

Clark on Thursday, Nov. 16, during NBT’s presenta-

tion of a check representing its donation of $22,000 to 

NECC. The ceremony took place Thursday, Nov. 16, at 

NECC’s headquarters at 51 S. Center St.  “As a community 

organization, we are incredibly grateful to receive this 

kind of support from the local business community,” 

said Banning. 
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COMMENTARY 

Kathy Herald-
Marlowe

“I mean it’s called FUR-niture!” 

The Festival of Lights

Over the past weekend Millerton’s community 
celebrated another Festival of Lights during the 
Thanksgiving holiday. Like a magnet drawing 

townspeople and visitors to the center of the Village, the 
yearly event once again became a unifying experience. 
The daylong activities served to entertain people of all 
ages — from toddlers hermetically wrapped in winter 
coats and hats and blankets to senior citizens cautiously 
navigating the sidewalk after dark, some with adult 
children and grandchildren on their flank.

The chatter in Veterans Park, in the coffee house, 
in the shops, at the Oakhurst Diner and pretty much 
anywhere people congregated was an affirmation of 
our values, traditions and local pride. Main Street was 
lighted up, spreading a holiday glow as paradegoers 
lined sidewalks and spaces between parked cars to get 
a “best position” to watch the fire trucks, antique cars, 
ATVs and floats pass by. 

The Festival of Lights is a cultural gem for the Village 
— an annual ritual allowing us to celebrate something 
together in a festive setting. Families and friends stood 
in the cold night, sharing the anticipation. Strangers 
shared conversation as everyone waited for the Big 
Tree to be lighted, marking the start of the cavalcade of 
parade vehicles. 

The Festival of Lights is plain, old-fashioned fun. For 
children, it rains candy. Treats are tossed from big red 
fire engines bedecked in lights and inflatable Santas and 
snowmen, sirens blaring. Not to mention that Mr. and 
Mrs. Claus make their appearance.

Festivals bring everyone together. Fire companies 
from all around join in the celebration. And together, 
we have unity and common purpose.  Seeing the Miller-
ton Police Department, led by Chief Joe Olenik, manag-
ing traffic at Main and Dutchess, waving pedestrians 
to and fro, was more evidence that the weekend events 
had created a buzz in town. And in Veterans Park,  the 
Salisbury Brass Band played on... 

The steady stream of strollers through the afternoon 
boosted sales on the Black Friday, though such a sense 
of commercial frenzy didn’t hang in the air. Festivals 
in general typically are known to result in a positive 
economic impact. We salute the businesses and organi-
zations that sponsored the Festival of Lights. They are: 
The Moviehouse, Millerton Business Alliance, North 
East Ford, Millerton Fire Company, NBT Bank, BES 
Shop, Designer Finds of Millerton, Montage Antiques, 
Moore and More Printing, the North East Community 
Center, NorthEast-Millerton Library and Stonefield 
Properties. 

The Festival of Lights instructs us once again that we 
are all neighbors. That we share something important, 
and that is pride in Millerton — and belonging here.

Afterward, walking back home, or back in their 
warm cars, the parade-goers are homeward bound, 
filled with a good mix of communual spirit, unity and 
pride — all thanks to those who keep the Festival of 
Lights tradition alive.

Sad to lose Vicki Doyle on Town Board

We were saddened to learn 
that Vicki Doyle lost her race 
for re-election to the Amenia 
Town Board by a razor thin 
margin. During her nineteen 
years on the Board Vicki has 
been a sane, steadying pres-
ence, particularly at times of 
controversy and division. 

She has shown unstint-
ing generosity, honesty, and 

integrity in ways large and 
small, from her expertise in 
the difficult art of grant writ-
ing, to her organization of 
annual litter pick-ups, to the 
construction of the Rail Trail 
extension that connects the 
Metro North station to the 
hamlet of Wassaic (a proj-
ect realized almost entirely 
through her tireless efforts). 

Motorists passing the 
juncture of Routes 22 and 343 
can often see Vicki planting 
flowers and tending the beds 
in front of the bank. For over 
two decades she has worked 
consistently to promote en-
vironmental consciousness, 
to foster a sense of commu-
nity, and to uphold the town’s 
zoning codes while also serv-

ing as an articulate advocate 
for affordable housing.  With 
two freshly elected members 
and a new incoming supervi-
sor the Amenia Town Board 
will assuredly miss Vicki’s 
matchless wisdom and ex-
perience.

Philip Sicker and 

 Diane Zahler

Wassaic

A5THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, November 30, 2023

OPINION

A5THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, November 9, 2023

EDITORIAL PAGE A5     THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2023

Subscription Rates - One Year: 
$82.00 in Dutchess and Columbia Counties, $98.00 Outside Counties

Known Office of Publication: Lakeville, CT 06039-1688. Periodical Postage Rate  
Paid at Millerton, NY 12546. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Lakeville 
Journal Company, LLC, PO Box 1688, Lakeville, Connecticut 06039-1688.

EDITORIAL STAFF:  Maud Doyle, Managing  
Editor; Judith O’Hara Balfe, staff reporter;  
Alexander Wilburn, special sections editor; 
Emily Edelman, editorial coordinator. 

ADVERTISING SALES: Roxanne Lee, Mary Wilbur, 
advertising account managers; Lyndee Stalter, 
classified advertising.

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION: Sandra L. Lang, 
controller;Cornelia Haymann Snyder, financial 
assistant; Michelle Eisenman, legals and billing 
coordinator.

COMPOSING DEPARTMENT: Caitlin Hanlon, graphic 
designer; Olivia Montoya, graphic designer.

DRIVERS: Brian Murphy; Geoffrey Olans;  
Adam Williams.

The Lakeville Journal Foundation 
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

THE MILLERTON NEWS
(USPS 384600)

An Independent New York Newspaper
Official Newspaper of the Village of Millerton, Town of North East,  

Town of Washington, Town of Amenia, Town of Pine Plains, North East  
(Webutuck) Central School District and Millbrook Central School District

Published Weekly by The Lakeville Journal Company
Owned by The Lakeville Journal Foundation; Noreen Doyle, Chair

P.O. Box 625, Millerton, NY 12546 
(860) 435-9873 ext. 608 • www.tricornernews.com • editor@millertonnews.com

Mission Statement
The Lakeville Journal Company, Publishers of  

The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News
Our goal is to report the news of our communities accurately and fairly,  

and to foster the free flow of information and opinion.

John Coston
Editor-in-Chief

Susan Hassler
Publisher and CEO

James H. Clark
Chief Operating Officer

In Appreciation
Janet Manko

Publisher Emeritus
A. Whitney Ellsworth

1936-2011
Managing Partner

Robert H. Estabrook
1918-2011
Editor and

Publisher Emeritus

Volume 92, Number 45 Thursday, November 30, 2023

First Lady Rosalynn Carter’s powerful legacy
“To kindness and love, the 

things we need most.”
The Grinch

In the era of Jimmy Carter’s 
presidency, the media was 
accustomed to covering 

First Ladies on the Women’s 
pages of their publication. 
Yes, Jacqueline Kennedy was 
a three-year headline, stealing 
JFK’s charismatic thunder and 
establishing a historically rich, 
renovated White House. But it 
was Rosalynn Carter, the Steel 
Magnolia from Georgia, who, 
like Hillary and Eleanor, was 
a politician in her own right, 
loved campaigning, drove 
mental health policies, solo 
visited heads of states, was a 
lifelong advocate and on-the-
ground champion for human 

PHOTO BY RICK DIAMOND

Rosalynn Carter

rights and alleviating human 
suffering.

Rosalynn and Jimmy Cart-
er founded the Carter Cen-
ter in 1982 and spent over 40 
years actively engaged (being 
there, traveling the world, 
wielding a hammer, oversee-
ing an election) to eradicate 
disease, build democratic 
states, resolve conflicts, and 
strengthen the treatment 
of mental health. Small and 
rather soft spoken, Rosalynn 
always walked visitors to the 
door — savoring that last mo-
ment to influence, position, 
gain an ally.

Rosalynn Carter lived a 
superbly useful and power-
ful life. She was a role model 
for the world. We heard far 
too little about this tenacious 
mover during Carter’s presi-
dency and after as he with the 
Carter Center was awarded 
the Nobel Prize for Peace in 
2002.

Following Rosalynn, Bar-
bara and Laura Bush cham-
pioned childhood literacy, 
Hillary Clinton health care, 
Michelle Obama childhood 
obesity and girl education.

More recently, Melania 
Trump has seemingly en-
dured being First Lady — 
dragged into a position she 
never sought, pressed into a 

costume that didn’t fit. Me-
lania’s official initiative, Be 
Best, was aimed at eradicating 
cyberbullying — increasing 
the “well-being “of children. 
Be Best was announced in the 
Rose Garden in May 2018, 
and immediately followed by 
Trump’s presidential procla-
mation of Be Best Day, May 
7. The effort fully reproduced 
an Obama-era guide devel-
oped for teenagers regarding 
the internet — reprinted the 
guide with a new name on the 
cover and all the original’s ty-

pos within.
Be Best goals were outlined 

— not advanced. Cyberbully-
ing was a peculiar choice for 
Donald Trump’s First Lady — 
who, when boarding a plane 
to visit immigrant children 
separated from their parents 
and held in cages at the U.S. 
border, wore a jacket with “I 
Really Don’t Care — Do You?” 
in bold white letters across the 
back. Cyberbullying? Caring?

The “Bully Pulpit” Frank-
lin Roosevelt coined in the 
1930s was a terrific platform 
for presidential advocacy of 
a national agenda — “bully” 
as in wonderful or superb — 
“bully” good. Mangled now, 
Trump’s bully pulpit is that 
which Melania’s Be Best ini-
tiative targets for prevention: 
venomous hurled words to 
abuse, violate, endanger oth-
ers. Donald Trump endlessly 
bullies from his self-preser-
vation pulpit — not a shred 
of decency, not a trace of in-
nocence.

Enter, please, better an-
gels: Roslynn Carters to bless 
the world, to champion hu-
man rights and alleviate suf-
fering. Come soon a silenc-
ing of violent threats/abusive 
barbs robbing us of unity and 
peace.

PHOTO BY WENDY HILL

Sundog (glow above the silos) on Sawchuk Road, Millerton on Saturday, Nov. 25

PHOTO BY JOHN COSTON

Main Street post-Thanksgiving

The views expressed 
here are not necessarily 
those of The Millerton 
News and the News 
does not support or 
oppose candidates for 
public office.

  
Letters to the edi-

tor deadline is 10 

a.m. Monday for that 

week’s publication. No 

more than 500 words. 

Send to editor@mil-

lertonnews.com. Please 

include a phone num-

ber for confirmation.
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www.salisburyforum.org

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2023 • 7:30 P.M.
Housatonic Valley Regional High School 

Falls Village, CT
Admission free. 

Please register for this event at
www.salisburyforum.org.

OUR PANDEMIC 
FUTURE IN A RAPIDLY 

CHANGING WORLD

James Shepherd, MD, PhD
Associate Professor of Infectious 
Diseases at Yale University School 
of Medicine has spent two decades 
treating HIV and TB and managing 
disease outbreaks and public health 
systems in Africa and India. Also a local 
farmer, he will discuss how a warming 
planet, urbanization, and a declining 
natural world are influencing epidemics, 
challenging us globally and locally.

Realtor® at Large
Just spent a day up on the Cape 
with my sons walking the beaches 
searching for sea turtles who have 
become stranded because of the cold 
water temperatures. � ere are four 
species of sea turtles, including the 
endangered Kemp’s Ridley turtle, 
who come north to feed and some 
do not migrate south in time. � e 
result is that they become cold 
stunned and wash up on the beaches 
at high tide. � ere are volunteers 
who walk the beaches who will 
notify Mass Audubon of any turtles 
that are located and these are taken 
to their facilities to be revived and 
overwintered. While we did not � nd 
any turtles, it was fantastic to walk 
the beaches and join the e� ort. For 
more information, please go to the 
Mass Audubon website at www.
massaudubon.org/places-to-explore/
wildlife-sanctuaries/well� eet-bay/
projects/sea-turtles ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
O�  ce: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notice

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
(LLC). The name of the LLC 
is: LQP CONSULTING, LLC. 
Articles of Organization 
were filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) 
office on: November 1, 
2023. The County in which 
the Office is to be located: 
DUTCHESS. The SSNY is 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
The address to which the 
SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process against the LLC 
is: 20 LINDEN COURT, 
MILLBROOK, NY 12545. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.

11-23-23
11-30-23
12-07-23
12-14-23
12-21-23
12-28-23

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation of 

Intricate Carpentry, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY 
on 11/13/23.Office location: 
Dutchess County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Brandon Smith 
124 Sharon Road, Millerton, 
NY 12546. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

11-30-23
12-07-23
12-14-23
12-21-21
12-28-23
01-04-23

The deadline for legal notices is Friday 
at 4 p.m. for publication the following 
Thursday.

Notices can be emailed to
legals@lakevillejournal.com
or mailed to The Lakeville Journal,  
ATTN: Legal Notices, PO Box 1688, 
Lakeville, CT 06039

Go to www.tricornernews.com/
legalnotices to view current  
and past legal notices.

OBITUARIES

For more obituaries, see page A4

Kenneth L. Farwell

LAKEVILLE — Kenneth 
L. Farwell, 92, passed away 
peacefully Satur-
day, Nov. 18, 2023, 
at Sharon Health 
Care Center, sur-
rounded by his lov-
ing family.

Kenneth was 
born in Brockton, 
Massachusetts, on 
April 24, 1931, son 
of the late Junia 
Farwell and had 
been a lifelong area resident. 

He got his first job at 14 
mowing grass with his own 
equipment and at 15 he got his 
second job at House of Herbs. 
At 17, he joined the Army and 
served during the Korean 
War from 1949-1952, serving 
in a mortar battalion and the 
278th Regimental Combat 
team. His best friend, Don 
Hoysradt, who he joined the 
army with and was deployed 
with, was killed in Korea. Af-
ter returning from Korea, he 
worked for the railroad and 
later had several jobs over 
the years including deliver-
ing groceries, owning a soda 
company, working at Pfizer’s 
in Canaan from 1955-1969, 
and Becton Dickinson from 
1969-1985, at which point he 
moved to Las Vegas. 

In the 1950s, Ken was pres-
ident of American Legion Post 
70 in Salisbury and served for 
many years as the Marshal of 
the Memorial Day Parade. 
Ken was a founding member 
of the Salisbury Volunteer 
Ambulance Service and was a 
member of Lakeville Hose for 
a few years. He spent 17 years 
at Lime Rock Park running 
Tuesday and Friday practices. 

He enjoyed collecting coins 
and eagle memorabilia. 

Survivors in-
clude four children, 
Kate L. DeVries and 
her husband, Dale, 
of Falls Village, 
Karen S. Hansen 
and her wife, Al-
lie, of Lakeville, 
Nancy Shapcott 
and her life partner, 
Andy, of Lakeville, 
and Kenneth Far-

well, Jr., and his wife, Patty, 
of Cairo, New York; two 
siblings, Dave and Carol; 13 
grandchildren, and 13 great-
grandchildren. Kenneth was 
predeceased by his first wife, 
Lucy (Lovett) Farwell; his sec-
ond wife, Arlene, three chil-
dren, Michael, Donald, and 
Wendy; his oldest grandson, 
Michael Farwell, Jr., and three 
siblings, Sue, Butch, and Red.

The family would like to 
express their sincere thanks 
to the staff at Sharon Health 
Care Center, and his caregiv-
ers while still at home, Patty, 
Tammy, Tina, and Vanessa, for 
the love, kindness, and care 
shown to Kenneth during his 
illness.

Memorial services were 
held Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023, 
at 1 p.m. at Ryan Funeral 
Home, 255 Main St., Lakeville. 
Full Military honors followed. 

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al contributions may be made 
to the Salisbury Volunteer 
Ambulance (salisburyambu-
lance.org/gifts) or Lakeville 
Hose Company (lakevillehose.
com)

To offer an online condo-
lence, please visit ryanfhct.
com.

PARADE Continued from Page A1

their parents hovered close 
behind ready for any overly 
eager move. 

This year’s parade was 
extensive, drawing fire com-
panies from across Dutchess 
County and Connecticut. 
Revelers called out to the 
crowd, cheering everyone on 
in high holiday spirit. 

The parade wound its way 
through some village streets 
and back along Century Bou-
levard before eventually dis-
persing into the night. 

Friday was a daylong fes-
tival that began at 10 a.m. 
with a free screening of “The 
Grinch” at The Moviehouse. 
Approximately 300 children 
received free popcorn and 
soda. 

By the time they poured 
out of the cinema, Main 
Street was coming alive with 
parents, some with strollers, 
couples walking their dogs 
and cupping Irving Farm 
coffee cups, and clusters of 
adults showing off their town 
to Thanksgiving visitors. 

Shops sometimes have 
their best day of the year, 
offering seasonal sales and 
discounts.

At Veterans Park, Jeff Scar-
pa was busy turning a block of 
clear ice into a stunning, glis-
tening moose sculpture. And 
just as he put the finishing 
touches  on his work of art, 
a brass band was setting up. 
The Salisbury Band’s Christ-
mas Brass & Hot Chocolate 
Society filled the scene with 
traditional holiday favorites 
— “Jingle Bells” put just the 
right accent on the street 
scene. 

As the afternoon stretched 
out and the temperature fell 
into the low 30s, the line for 
a hot drink at Irving Farm 
stretched out, too.

There were hayrides, 
a children’s raffle, and a 
snowman scavenger hunt 
sponsored by the Millerton 
Business Alliance. There was 
a woodworking expo at the 
Irondale Schoolhouse. 

The North East Commu-
nity Center hosted a cookie-
decorating party with mu-
sic from Roger and Lenny 
(Roger Cohn and Lenny 
Sutton, of rogerandlenny-
music.com).  Between 90 and 
100 children had plied their 
cookie-decorating skills.

PHOTO BY JOHN COSTON

Jeff Scarpa with his moose ice sculpture and the Salis-

bury Band’s Christmas Brass & Hot Chocolate Society 

in the background at Veterans Park on Friday, Nov. 24.

PHOTO BY OLIVIA VALENTINE

The Big Tree was lighted just after 5 p.m. to start the 

parade of vehicles up Main Street.

PHOTO BY OLIVIA VALENTINE

Above: Fire companies 

came from far and wide 

to join in the parade.Left: The crowds hud-

dled close to get a good 

view of the passing fire 

trucks lighted up like 

Christmas trees.

PHOTO BY JOHN COSTON

Send news items and briefs to  

editor@millertonnews.com

PHOTO BY JOHN COSTON

Salisbury Band’s Christmas Brass & Hot Chocolate Society entertained in Veterans 

Park with holiday favorites. 
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Our local team provides more than expert guidance — they provide local, customized support that can 
only come from learning your business and understanding your vision. We’re committed to building 

strong, long-lasting partnerships that help businesses in our communities thrive. Connect with us today to 
see why our customers have voted us one of Forbes World’s Best Banks in all the categories that matter. 

Member FDIC

At NBT Bank, we know that the right 
relationships are the keys to shared success. 

Let our experienced team create real opportunity for your business. Visit us at www.nbtbank.com/Business

Customer
Experience Reliability Financial

Guidance Trust Digital Banking 
Tools

From left to right: Kevin Cantele, Jessica Elliott, Adam Higgins, John Trott, Michael Hogan, Aidan Gilligan

Trust your banking to the same great team.

Millerton’s Townscape 

— a winter wonderland

By JUDITH 

O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — The dec-
orated windows of the shops 
on Main Street, the scent of 
coffee, the hum of excitement 
as the movie theater lets out, 
the buzz of people around 

Veterans Park, and the sight 
of people sitting at the diner 
behind fogged windows: All 
of it turns magic beneath 
thousands of winking Christ-
mas lights.

Millerton’s Townscape, 
working with Stafford Trees 
for the seventh year running, 
has wound  700 and 800 
strands of lights — 16,000 
lights in all — across the vil-
lage.   

Under the leadership of 
Jeanne Vanecko, Townscape 
keeps the village vibrant 
throughout the seasons — it is 
responsible for the flowers in 
Veterans Park and on Webu-
tuck Bridge, and the benches 
and tables in front of the park 
along Main Street.

Come wintertime, the 
lights go up in November, 
and remain for the rest of the 

season. Up until a few years 
ago, the lights were draped 
on trees on Main Street, but 
some of the pear trees on the 
south side had to be taken 
down. They were replaced by 
Townscape, but the saplings 
were — and still are — too 
small to support the lights.

The logical solution was 
to put the lights on the store-
fronts, and Townscape said 
the merchants have been gen-
erous in helping to make the 
display happen each year.

In a few years, when the 
new trees are strong enough 
to support the lights, both 
trees and buildings will be 
decorated; the new trees 
even have electrical outlets 
at their bases, ensuring that 
Millerton remains a winter 
wonderland of twinkling 
lights.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

The following information 
was provided by the Dutchess 
County Sheriff’s Office as the 
Harlem Valley area activity re-
port for Nov. 16-23.

Nov. 17 — Deputies re-
sponded to 5166 Route 22 in 
Amenia for a reported land-
lord/tenant dispute. Each par-
ty claimed the other initiated 
physical contact. Situation 
mediated by patrol without 

The Millbrook High 

School girls volleyball 

team placed second 

in the New York State 

Class C championship 

Sunday, Nov. 19, losing 

to Portville 25-14, 25-21 

and 25-12. They  didn’t 

take the championship, 

but were welcomed 

home with an escort 

from the Millbrook Po-

lice Department, and 

Millbrook and Union 

Vale fire departments, 

which met the bus as it 

drove into town.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Millbrook High state runners-up

further police intervention.      

Nov. 17 — Deputies re-
sponded to 14 Simmons St. 
in the Village of Millerton to 
investigate a two-car property 
damage automobile accident. 
Matter investigated without 
further police intervention. 

If you have any information 
relative to the aforementioned 
cases or any other suspected 

criminal activity, please contact 
the Dutchess County Sheriff’s 
Office tip line at 845-605-CLUE 
(2583) or email  dcsotips@gmail.
com. All information will be kept 
confidential.

All persons arrested and 
charged are alleged to have 
committed the crime and are 
presumed innocent until proven 
guilty and are to appear in local 
courts later.

www.facebook.com/themillertonnews
Millerton news

The
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PHOTO BY JOHN COSTON

Gregg Pulver speaking at a Save Sharon Hospital com-

munity roundtable in Millerton in October, 2022. 

PHOTO BY JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

finished with it. If there’s a 
child, they’re given a candy 
cane. Then the tree is brought 
to the customer’s car, tied on 
the roof in most cases, and 
taken home to decorate.

Growing the tree is not 
that simple, nor is the entire 
prospect of getting it into a 
house for Christmas. There 
are many factors that can 
prevent this; some are natu-
ral, some are the results of 
humanity’s ongoing battles 
to survive. Some years there 
are fewer trees for sale than 
needed. 

This year, Evergreen 
Farm will only be open for 
two weekends: It was open 
Thanksgiving weekend and 
will also be open Saturday, 
Dec. 2, and Sunday, Dec. 3, 
after which it will close for 
another year. Some of the 
other farms will not open 
until December, and will only 
be open for two weekends as 
well. This is because there is 
a shortage of trees again this 
year. The reason for the short-
age goes back much further.

Said Phillips: “During the 
recession, around 2009, 2010, 
no one was buying trees, so 
we didn’t plant a lot. Then 
when COVID hit, everyone 
was buying trees.” Many 
people moved from the city to 
places like Dutchess County, 
which felt safer. People who 
lived up here part-time came 
and stayed, and the people 
who usually came only on 
weekends spent the holidays 
here. All of a sudden, there 

weren’t enough trees.
Another thing that COV-

ID did was to bring families 
closer together, in some cases, 
so if you couldn’t party, didn’t 
want to go see the Christmas 
Show at Rockefeller Center, 
or that famous tree, a safer 
way to celebrate the holiday 

was to go to a farm and pick 
your own tree as a family.

Trees don’t grow over 
night. It takes eight years or 
more for a tree to mature. 
So, the recession that caused 
people to stop planting trees 
they thought they’d never sell 
was basically why there were 

fewer trees for sale when CO-
VID hit and everyone bought 
trees. Now the stock is rather 
slim, and trees planted since 
COVID are still quite small.

There are other reasons 
for shortages: drought, and 
also root aphids that suck the 
sap out of the roots, causing 
the tree to discolor, stop 
growing, and eventually die. 
There are other pests, and 
fungi, as well. Trees grown 
close together and pass things 
on.

If trees seem expensive, 
well. They are. But trees need 
a lot of upkeep, which means 
fertilizers, sprays, water, ma-
chinery, mowing and prun-
ing, which all comes after the 
initial planting, and none of it 
comes cheap, including labor 
if you can’t do it all on your 
own. At Evergreen there was 
also the machine that packs 
the tree plus the gas for the 
tractors. It all adds up. Then 
figure into that, when you 
plant a tree, you have to 
wait between eight and 10 
years for it to mature. In the 
meantime, anything can hap-
pen to it.

From left, Wendy 

and Richard Phillips, 

owners of Evergreen 

Christmas Tree Farm 

in Millbrook.

patrol for 40 years — said he 
“probably would have skied 
more.” But being semi-retired, 
he said will be “happy to have 
something to occupy my time.”

Pulver’s appointment must  
now be approved by the coun-
ty Legislature during a vote 
Monday, Dec. 18. Because he 
will still be in charge of that 
body at that time, he said the 
county attorney is currently 
checking on the legality of 
chairing the oversight of his 
own election.

No matter the outcome of 
that decision, Pulver said: “I 
would not vote on my own 
confirmation. I don’t think I 
would need to. I’ll abstain if 
I’m in the chair.”

Pulver’s tenure as comp-
troller would begin Dec. 31, 
2023, and continue through 
Dec. 31, 2024. A November 
2024 election would be need-
ed to complete Lois’ four-year 
term.

At this time, Pulver hasn’t 
decided what the future will 
bring: “I look forward to the 
challenge and to do the best 
job, and I’ll decide in a few 
weeks whatever it’s some-
thing I want to do and run for 
next year or not…looking at 
the politics. We’ll go on from 
there.”

In a statement from his 
office, O’Neil said he was, 
“pleased to be able to appoint 
Gregg Pulver to the Comp-
troller position for a seamless 
transition.”

He continued: “For de-
cades, Gregg Pulver has 
committed himself to service 
to the residents of Dutchess 
County, and I’m proud to ap-
point him as our next Coun-
ty Comptroller. Gregg has 
gained invaluable experience 
and insight into the financial 
operations and management 
of government — as a school 
board member, town supervi-
sor, and as a County legislator 
— and he’ll bring that exper-
tise into this new role, to the 
benefit of our residents. We 
are fortunate to have someone 
with a proven track record of 
conservative fiscal steward-
ship overseeing this vital role.”

In the same statement, 
Pulver said: “I am incredibly 
honored to have the opportu-

nity to serve the residents of 
Dutchess County as the next 
Comptroller. This position 
comes with a critical respon-
sibility to defend and protect 
our tax-dollars, and it is not 
something I take lightly. I 
thank Robin Lois for her years 
of service to Dutchess County 
and I look forward to working 
with her as we each take on 
these new positions. I thank 
County Executive O’Neil for 
his confidence in my ability, 
as I have long appreciated our 
successful history of working 
together.”

“We are experienced, capable and 
thoughtful enough to move quickly and 
competently to the next stage of what 
a great community publication can be.”

Vincent Valvo, ABM’s publisher and CEO

Jedd Gould, a board mem-
ber and spokesperson for 
Connecticut News Consor-
tium Inc., which created the 
Winsted Citizen in January, 
announced Wednesday, Nov. 
22, that the Citizen had been 
acquired by American Busi-
ness Media (ABM) of Sims-
bury. The consortium said in a 
statement issued last Wednes-
day that it never intended to 
close the paper permanently, 
but was seeking to change the 
current business model.

“We’re delighted to turn 
this project over to someone 
who shares our vision, and 
has the media infrastructure 
to support and grow it,” Gould 
said. Terms of the deal were 
not disclosed. The acquisition 
was effective immediately.

ABM publishes seven mag-
azines across the country as 
well as numerous email news-
letters, and produces more 
than two dozen conferences 
at venues from Mohegan Sun 
to Los Angeles. Thibault re-
ferred inquiries to ABM.

ABM’s publisher and CEO, 
Vincent Valvo, himself a for-
mer business journalist, said 
in a statement that he believes 
“in the power and the mission 
of community journalism,” 
has been “cheering on the cre-
ation of the Winsted Citizen 
since the first of the year,” and 
is “delighted to be able to en-
sure that it will have a strong 
future.” He also expects the 
Citizen will sharpen its focus 
on Litchfield County, while 

“adding stronger online and 
social media offerings, com-
munity events, and articles 
that dig deeply into the fabric 
of the region and its people.”

In response to questions 
from The Lakeville Journal, 
Valvo said in an email that 
ABM “acquired all of the as-
sets of the Citizen — name, 
trademarks, customer lists, 
etc. We did not acquire the 
liabilities of the publication, 
which remain with the Con-
sortium.” Valvo added that 
there will be no layoffs and 
no changes to the Winsted 
Citizen’s editorial production. 
Founding publisher and edi-
tor Thibault will continue as 
a contributing editor, though 
Valvo said he has not yet de-
cided how many other staff 
members will be retained.

The Citizen operated out 

of a very small Winsted of-
fice whose lease expired more 
than a month ago. Most em-
ployees and contributors 
worked remotely. Valvo said 
ABM does not intend to re-
new the lease but has ample 
space and resources at its 
Simsbury headquarters half 
an hour east of Winsted.

Valvo indicated that he 
would like to see the Citizen 
evolve into more of a multi-
media platform “providing 
news and information via 
multiple channels” with “a 
new website, more robust 
social media outreach, email 

newsletters and print publi-
cations.”

“We are working with the 
people whose efforts made the 
Citizen real for the past few 
months, and adding the ex-
pertise of our national media 
company staff to broaden and 
refine what comes next in this 
project,” Valvo said.

The Citizen was initially 
backed by legendary law-
yer, consumer advocate and 
Winsted native Ralph Nader, 
who has insisted Winsted has 
been a “news vacuum” since 
the closing of The Lakeville 
Journal-owned Winsted Jour-
nal in 2017. The rollout event 
for the Citizen was held in 
Nader’s National Museum of 
Tort Law, a shrine to lawsuits 
that Nader opened in a former 
Main Street bank building 
eight years ago.

After Nader’s initial fund-

ing expired in February, the 
paper was placed under the 
management of the nonprofit 
News Consortium. The pa-
per has run deficits ever since. 
The deal to acquire the Citi-
zen came together over the 
Thanksgiving holiday, Valvo 
said.

“We beat the Grim Reaper 
every month for most of the 
year,” Thibault said earlier in 
a staff memo leaked to the 
Hartford Business Journal. 
Thibault characterized the 
Citizen’s deficits at that time 
as “untenable.”

“We haven’t had a chance 
yet to hear everyone’s voices,” 
Valvo told The Journal. “But 
we are experienced, capable 
and thoughtful enough to 
move quickly and competent-
ly to the next stage of what a 
great community publication 
can be.”

Millbrook Library to hold 

silent auction Dec. 1-16

MILLBROOK —  The 
Millbrook Library, 3 Friendly 
Lane, will hold its 15th annual 
holiday silent auction Friday, 
Dec. 1, through Saturday, Dec. 
16, at the library.

Organized by The Friends 
of the Millbrook Library, all 
proceeds from the event di-
rectly support the library by 
underwriting special projects 

not covered by the Library’s 
operating budget. More than 
100 unique auction items will 
be on display in the gallery of 
the library beginning Friday, 
Dec. 1, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. with 
a wine and cheese preview 
party to launch the bidding. 
Auction items can be viewed 
online at millbrooklibrary.
org/holiday-silent-auction

Holiday tag sale 

to benefit Roe 

Jan Library

COPAKE —  The Friends 
of the Roeliff Jansen Commu-
nity Library will hold their 
annual Cookies, Books, Soups 
and Tag Sale Friday, Dec. 8, 
and Saturday, Dec. 9, from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. in the commu-
nity room of the library, 9091 
Route 22.

The event will include 
homemade cookies and soups 
available for purchase with 
small holiday gifts available 
including books, candles, jew-
elry, puzzles, picture frames 
and housewares. A 50/50 
raffle will also be held. The 
Friends’ bookshop on the 
lower level of the library will 
also be open during the sale 
with a selection of gently used 
books. 

All proceeds from the 
sale will benefit the library’s 
programming and additional 
needs. For more information, 
call the library at 518-325-
4101.
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A little winter night music 
MUSIC: ALEXANDER WILBURN

WHDD AM 1020  
Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

At The Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center
Great Barrington, MA

Fabio BidiniFabio Bidini

Lizzie BurnsLizzie Burns

John ViscardiJohn Viscardi

Kobi MalkinKobi Malkin

Grace ParkGrace Park

Yehuda HananiYehuda HananiLuke FlemingLuke Fleming

Sunday
Dec. 3
4:00pm

Nocturne
Night and Dreams

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS WITH MUSIC

Tickets: $52 / $28 
mahaiwe.org or cewm.org

Close Encounters 
With Music invites 
its audience to 

embrace the magic and 
mysticism of December’s 
darkness with a thematic 
concert titled “Nocturne 
— Night and Dreams,” 
held at the Mahaiwe 
Performing Arts Center 
in Great Barrington, 
Mass., on Sunday, Dec. 3, 
at 4 p.m.

With selections that 
include Frédéric Chopin’s 
“Nocturnes” piano solos 
and Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart’s original com-
position of his ensemble 
chamber serenade “Eine 
kleine Nachtmusik” (“A 
little night music”), Close 
Encounters’ artistic di-
rector and international-
ly acclaimed cellist Yehu-
da Hanani has organized 
an evening based around 
the connective poetry of 
these pieces.

“In one aspect, night 
represents the sun going 
down; there’s quiet, 
silence, and a sense of 
healing,” Hanani said. 
“People draw close 
together, and you get a 
release from the bright-
ness of the sun’s heat. 
You get into the domain 
of the subconscious. So, 
this one aspect is sooth-
ing, peaceful, and full 
of fantasy and dreams. 
And then there is the 
other side, the ‘dark side 
of night,’ if you like. And 
that’s when you get a 
sense of the sinister, the 
menacing, the terrify-
ing, the unpredictable 
things that go bump in 
the night. There’s a scary 
part of the night, and 
ancient mythology and 
artists all recognize this 
duality. The same is true 
for the moon, which rep-
resents rebirth, regenera-
tion, and the lunar cycle, 

but also presides over 
lunacy and death.”

No night-themed 
concert would be com-
plete without Ludwig 
van Beethoven’s “Piano 
Sonata No. 14,” later 
popularized in Germany 
as “Mondscheinsonate,” 
or “Moonlight Sonata” in 
English. Famous for its 
melancholy opening ada-
gio sostenuto, a ghostly, 
wordless chant, the so-
nata is both morbid and 
romantic.

“‘Moonlight Sonata’ 
is, of course, a magical 
piece of music, and it 
starts with a hypnotic 
slow movement,” said 
Hanani. “Beethoven was 
a classical composer. 
He started as a student 
of [Austrian composer 
Joseph] Haydn, but he 
had such a forceful per-
sonality and an amazing, 
audacious imagination. 
He bent the whole of mu-
sic history. He started as 
a Haydn follower, and he 
ended up being a roman-
tic hero.”

The ensemble will 
include Hanani joined 
by pianist Fabio Bidini, 
violinists Kobi Malkin 
and Grace Park, vio-
list Luke Fleming, and 
double bassist Lizzie 
Burns. Baritone John 
Viscardi, who has sung 
with the New York City 
Opera, will perform arias 
from Charles Gounod’s 
French opera, “Roméo 
et Juliette.” William 
Shakespeare’s romantic 
tragedy has been adapt-
ed to music many times, 
including the oft-per-
formed “Romeo and Ju-
liet” ballet composed in 
1935 by Russian pianist 
Sergei Prokofiev and an 
orchestral work by Pyotr 
Ilyich Tchaikovsky. Still, 
Gounod’s opera, which 

had its premiere at the 
Théâtre Lyrique in Paris 
in 1867, remains sweep-
ingly passionate with its 
grand melodies.

In addition to arias 
and sonatas, Close 
Encounters With Music 
will display prints of 
a few evocative works 
to enhance the mood 
further. “The Sleeping 
Gypsy” by post-Impres-
sionist French painter 
Henri Rousseau is an 
1897 oil painting de-
picting a passing lion in 
a moonlit desert and a 
slumbering mandolin 
player, unaware of any 
danger. Rousseau was 
a self-taught artist who 
painted in the flat style 
of Primitivism, with 
simple, two-dimension-
al compositions. The 
other hanging work will 

be “The Nightmare” by 
Swiss artist Henry Fuseli, 
who was a professor of 
painting at London’s 
Royal Academy of Arts. 
Drawn to darkness and 
infatuated with the 
supernatural, Fuseli’s 
1781 oil painting is a 
memorable depiction 
of a midnight haunting, 
with a demonic incubus 
hunched over a woman 
restless in sleep. The 
painting was prominent-
ly featured in the 1986 
period film “Gothic,” 
a fictional account of 
Percy Shelley and Mary 
Godwin’s fateful stay 
with Lord Byron at Villa 
Diodati. Hanini fittingly 
described Fuseli’s beguil-
ing work as “a pre-Freud-
ian, psychosexual kind of 
terrible dream.” 

 For tickets to “Noc-
turne — Night and 
Dream” at Mahaiwe Per-
forming Arts, go to www.
cewm.org

A musical quar-
tet featuring a 
donkey, a dog, a 

cat and a rooster whose 
screechy repertoire is so 
discordant, they startle a 
team of human bandits 
into abandoning their 
loot; a deer mouse so 
cunning she drives out 
a conquering army of ti-
gers by convincing them 
the long, sharp quill of a 
porcupine is the intim-
idating whisker of her 
raja; a flock of birds who 
save themselves from 
the hungry tricks of a 
fox and a wolf with the 
tickle of a feather: These 
were some of the char-
acters from global folk 
traditions that graced 
the stage of the Falls Vil-
lage Children’s Theater 
(FVCT) at the Center on 
Main last weekend. 

“My kids love this 
podcast called ‘Circle 
Round,’ which shares 
folktales from all over 
the world,” said “Folk 
Tails” director Amber 
Cameron of what in-
spired her to choose the 
script. Cameron, who 
choreographs for pro-
ductions throughout the 
Northwest Corner and 
recently started Blue Stu-
dio Dance in Lakeville, 
wanted to bring global 

voices to Falls Village's 
children in her second 
FVCT play.

The actors began 
the production of “Folk 
Tails” as themselves 
— local children with 
tales to tell but not 
tails, reminding us that 
storytellers are the ones 
who pass history, humor, 
entertainment and les-
sons down through the 
centuries. 

They soon trans-
formed into tailed char-
acters from Indonesia 
and Germany. A color-
fully painted map of the 
world hung behind them 
with stars highlighting 
the locations where the 
stories and music of the 
performance originated. 
The children made the 
backdrop themselves 
with the help of local 
artist Jaimie Sadeh. 

The youths also wrote 
part of the script them-
selves, performing char-
acters they chose and 
words they wrote. “We 
believe creativity isn’t 
just what’s happening 
on the stage but every-
thing behind it as well,” 
said “Folk Tails” musical 
director Brook Martinez.

Music was inter-
spersed between the 
tales, including an 
American song that used 
cups for percussion and 
another from Brazil that 
involved jumping over 
moving bamboo rods. 
“Each song incorporat-
ed an element of play, 
movement and fun,” said 
Martinez.

Martinez is also the 
creative administrator 
for the storied, stained-
glass, high-ceilinged 
Center on Main, which 
houses the FVCT. “We 
want to serve our town 
as a beacon of communi-
ty creativity, a hub for us 
to gather that fosters the 
joy of being together in 
creative ways.”

“Animals Panic”: Hope Lyon-Edwards, Autumn Lynch, 
Jane Wood, Meadow Reeve, Dutch Dekker, Odhron 
King.

Children's tales 
from around 
the world

THEATER: JANNA SILLER

PHOTO BY JANNA SILLER

COURTESY OF CLOSE ENCOUNTERS WITH MUSIC

Opera singer John Viscardi
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FRI 12/01 > THU 12/07 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net
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 WE RELY ON YOUR SUPPORT.   DONATE TODAY→

WISH

NAPOLEON  ✴ GIFT CARDS ✴
✴ MEMBERSHIPS ✴

✴ EVENT TICKETS ✴
themoviehouse.net
or at the Box Office

THE HOLDOVERS
THE DELINQUENTS
ANATOMY OF A FALL

national theatre live

ROMEO & JULIET
Dec. 3 @ 1:30 PM

A gift subscription to The Lakeville 

Journal or The Millerton News, your 

community newspapers, whether in 

print, digital or web, is the perfect gift 

for anyone on your gift list ... a friend or 

relative who is away from the Tri-State 

area but would like to keep up with the 

local news ... a student away at school or 

college... or anyone who wants to know 

what’s going on in the Tri-State area!

give the gi�  of
NEWS!

CONTACT SANDRA LANG
Phone: 860-435-9873 ext. 301

Email: circulation@lakevillejournal.com
Or go to 

www.tricornernews.com/subscriptions 

Your Independent, Non-Profit, Community 
Newspapers & Regional News Website

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
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354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 1 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Now  
Showing
12/1, 2, 6, 7

7:00 pm

“THE HOLDOVERS” R
“NAPOLEON” R

A crowd of about 
70 aficionados 
gathered at The 

Moviehouse in Millerton 
on Saturday, Nov. 18, for 
a screening marking the 
start of the new Orkin/
Engel exhibit at Mad 
Rose Gallery.  

Gallery owner Neal 
Rosenthal thanked 
audience members and 
The Moviehouse for the 
opportunity to recognize 
the significance of Ruth 
Orkin’s contribution to 
both filmmaking and 
photography, and to en-
hance the meanings and 
references in the pho-
tographs in the gallery 
show.  He then intro-
duced filmmaker Mary 
Engel, the daughter of 
Ruth Orkin and Morris 
Engel, whose 18-minute 
Sundance Film Festi-
val-accepted documen-
tary was shown first.

“Ruth Orkin: Frames 
of Life” is a tribute to 
the younger Engel’s 

mother, by all accounts 
an extraordinary wom-
an from a remarkable 
family. In 1939, 17-year-
old Ruth bicycled across 
the United States, using 
her 2 1/4-inch Pilot 6 
camera to document 
street life along the way 
and to form her unique 
style. The trip, and a 
handsome catalogue of 
those photos, is currently 
featured at the Carti-
er-Bresson Foundation 
in Paris.  The documen-
tary features luminaries 
Mary Ellen Mark and 
Cornell Capa, among 
others, extolling Orkin’s 
eye and discussing what 
makes photography art 
or not.

The original 80-min-
ute “Little Fugitive,” 
available on Kanopy and 
other streaming services, 
is compelling for its story 
of a small boy on the 
loose in New York City 
subways and at Coney 
Island, and visually rich 

with its black and white 
compositions that are 
clearly, as Rosenthal 
pointed out, the work of 
a consummate photogra-
pher. Orkin was respon-
sible for the editing and 
other uncredited work 
on the film, and present 
in some cameos.

In a post-film Q&A, 
Mary Engel addressed 
“questions people always 
ask” and others. Though 
casting was done in 
the usual way by ap-
proaching professionals 
and schools, the young 
hero Joey was played by 
7-year-old Richie An-
drusco, who was discov-
ered on the carousel in 
Coney Island. Andrus-
co’s mother permitted 
her child to take part, 
with the proviso that 
she would not pay for 
it. “We’ll pay you, and 
take him off your hands 
for a month”, she was 
told by the producers. 
Now 77, Andrusco never 
acted again, but did buy 
his family a house in 
Queens.

As to who directed 
the film, the astonishing 
answer was the young 
Andrusco himself, who 
was plied with treats 
and allowed to follow his 
wishes. One of the plea-
sures of the film is the 
perspective of the shots 
as seen through the eyes 

of someone not yet 4 feet 
tall.  A sea of naked legs 
and hips with the more 
modest swimwear of the 
1950s is almost every-
where he turns in the 
crowded beach scenes. 

The nostalgia value 
was high for the audi-
ence of both films and 
photos, and differences 
between mores of the 
1950s and now, were 
instructive. The "child 
alone in public" concept 
was one; also, as phy-
sician Neil Hoffman of 
Millerton pointed out, 
obesity was nearly ab-
sent in the crowd scenes.  
We are now “slightly 
taller, and much heavier,” 
according to the CDC.

Other astounding 
facts were the film’s bud-
get — a paltry $35,000 
— and the fact that its 
entire sound track was 
recorded in post-produc-
tion, from its raucous 
carnies to its haunting 
harmonica riffs and bois-
terous child bickering.

At Mad Rose Gallery, 
Morris Engel’s photos 
taken in Harlem are 
particularly riveting, and 
seeing Orkin’s famed 
“American Girl in Italy, 
Florence,” with model 
Jinx striding chin up 
through a crowd of leer-
ing men, is a treat. The 
33 images on view range 
in price according to 
whether they are Vintage 
or Lifetime, Signed or 
Stamped, by either Orkin 
or Engel. The Gallery 
show extends until Sun-
day,  Dec. 31.

Orkin & Engel at Mad Rose
FILM: DEBORAH MAIER

Kathy Plesser, at left in the foreground, and Amy Singer peruse books on Ruth Orkin’s work, sold at 
the gallery for Oblong Books. In the background, from left, Mary Engel,  Lisa Aiba, Richard Block and 
Steve Aresty are deep in their respective conversations.

PHOTO BY DEBORAH MAIER

A small group 
gathered to hear 
Laurie Lisle 

speak in the great hall 
of the Norfolk Library on 
Thursday, Nov. 16. 

Addressing the 
audience in front of the 
library’s grand stone 
fireplace, library di-
rector Ann Havemeyer 
introduced Lisle and 
welcomed her to the 
podium. 

Lisle read passages 
from her memoir “Word 
for Word: A Writer’s Life” 
(Artemis Editions, May 
2021). She cited morality, 
liability and veracity as 
three major factors to 
consider when writing a 
memoir. 

“My feeling now is that 
it’s best to discuss your 
work with your subject. 
It can lead to new and 
deeper understanding,” 
she said. 

Lisle explained how 
liability is another factor 
and that the First Amend-
ment gives authors 
latitude. But she advised 
caution and recounted 
how she had a lawyer 
review her first memoir. 
“Luckily there were no 
problems,” she said. 

Speaking of the 
importance of veracity, 
Lisle said, “Facts are 
easier than memories 
and perception, which is 
freeing.”

Sharing insight into 
independent publishing, 
Lisle described some of 
the challenges of work-
ing with established pub-
lishers. “They often give 
unwanted edits or even 
try to change the cover 
design,” she said. 

Platforms like Am-
azon.com have made 
things easier for inde-
pendent authors. Lisle 
has used the Alliance of 
Independent Authors 
and spoke highly of the 
organization. 

Addressing why peo-
ple write memoirs, Lisle 
reflected on nearing 80. 

“I began looking back 
at my life, and realized 
that memoir was a pow-
erful form of self expres-
sion to tell my own story. 
I read the obituaries of 
friends. I started think-
ing about my remaining 
time,” she said. 

Looking inward was 
powerful but painful. 
Lisle had a violent phys-

ical reaction and ended 
up in Sharon Hospital, 
which she attributed to 
reliving painful memo-
ries. 

“It wasn’t always easy,” 
she said. “My present self 
saw the dark side of my 
past self. But it helped 
me gain clarity and 
develop deeper relation-
ships with my father 
and my first husband, 
which gave me a sense 
of forgiveness and peace. 
Memoir writing is a kind 
of literary alchemy. You 
can’t change the past, 
but you can deepen your 
understanding of it.”

In researching herself 
as a subject, she read 
her school report cards; 
walked her hometown 
of Providence, Rhode 
Island; read newspapers 
from the early ‘70s to 
capture the flavor of the 
era; and transcribed 40 
journals and digitized 
the data.

“I realized that my 
essential nature had 
changed little,” Lisle said. 
“Continuing with the 
memoir felt adventurous. 
But I didn’t want the past 
to ruin the present. My 
husband Robert encour-
aged me to ‘write the 
white flame of my heart.’ 
Remembering became 
less painful through 
organizing paragraphs. 
It was hard but deepen-
ing. I found my way back 
to the happiness of the 
early years of my life.” 

Reading passages 
from Word for Word, 
Lisle portrayed an inspi-
rational trek along the 
Continental Divide Trail 
in New Mexico overlook-
ing the vast valley and 
high desert landscape  
where Georgia O’Keefe 
painted, and spoke of 
how she evolved from a 
teller of other women’s 
stories to telling her 
own, giving up the third 
person for the first.

Enthralled, the au-
dience asked questions 
about her process and 
if she would have been 
able to write “Word for 
Word” without her hand-
written journals. 

“The pace is different, 
and there’s been a lot 
of research done on the 
benefits of hand-brain 
connection. I also like 
that no one else can read 
it,” she said.

Pen to paper
BOOKS: MIKE COBB
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jewelers, gemologists, appraisers

— Five Generat ions of Expertise —

With a global network of  clients McTeigue & Co. is able to pay highly 
competitive prices for your diamonds and precious jewelry. If  you have pieces that 

you are considering selling please contact us to arrange for a consultation. 

— By Appointment Only  —

413-449-5275  •  mctandco.com  •  great barrington

BUYING GOLD, DIAMONDS
& ESTATE JEWELRY

est. 1895

EXPERT EVALUATIONS WHILE YOU WAIT  •  COMPETITIVE PRICES

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT  •  NO COST OR OBLIGATION

A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro  

An ASE Certified Technician

When I was in 
high school, 
one thing we 

read was “Oedipus Rex.” 
The main message 

seemed to be that 
whatever was coming 
thundering down the 
road might be going 
to roll right over help-
less you, regardless of 
any  illusory thoughts 
about personal choices 
that you may have had 
— pretty much an idea 
that chimes in  pretty 
well with teenage angst, 
I now think. Anyway, 
I  liked it and so, a few 
years later, I signed 
up for a class in Greek 
drama.

The teacher, a true 
scholar, was also head 
of the ancient Greek 
language department, 
and had translated a lot 
of the works we read 
himself. Sometimes he 
would point out errors 
made in other transla-
tions and sometimes, he 
said, these wrong choic-
es had perverted the 
original author’s work — 
go ahead, roll your eyes 
to the back of your head. 
It was interesting, but I 
wasn’t planning to go on 
“Jeopardy!” one day and 
it has all slipped away. I 
do remember one thing, 
though, which was his 
answer to his own ques-
tion: What is a tragedy?

“Well,” he said, “Joe 
tells his wife he’s going 
out to buy a pack of cig-
arettes and off he goes. 
Unbeknownst to him, 
thieves on the third story 
of a building down the 
block have been unable 
to open a safe. ‘I know,’ 
one said, ‘let’s push it 
out the window, we can 
take it home and take 
our time with it.’ So they 
did, and when they got 
down to the sidewalk, 
they found the safe and 
Joe under it. They loaded 
up the safe and tossed 
Joe into the nearby river, 

and when he surfaced 
a few weeks later, the 
newspapers headlined 
his tragic end. But what 
happened to Joe was not 
a tragedy, our teacher 
said, because Joe Never 
Knew What Hit Him.

And so I offer you 
these simple words: Plan 
ahead; be prepared. But 
the holiday juggernaut 
is about to roll over all 
of us and, despite what 
I’ve just said, controlling 
every event and outcome 
is unlikely. It doesn’t 
hurt to have a few things 
in your back pocket to 
make some days a bit 
less frantic, however, and 
here is one, handy for 
drop-ins. 

CAROLINA CHEESE 
BITS

1 cup flour
8 ounces shredded 

cheddar — I buy a block 
of Cabot sharp cheddar

1 stick unsalted butter
1/4 teaspoon kosher 

salt
1/2 teaspoon cayenne 

pepper. I use a heaped 
1/2 teaspoon. For a 
double recipe, which is 
what I always make, I use 
a heaping teaspoon.

1 cup fairly finely 
chopped pecans. (See the 
photo to get an idea of 
the size.)

Put everything except 
the pecans into a bowl. 
Mix together with your 
washed hand. 

Add the pecans and 
mix them in. Form the 
dough into logs; I make 
them about the size of 
a 50-cent piece. If the 
dough is too warm this 
will be more difficult, so 
chill it a bit if you need 
to. 

I find it’s easier to 
form the rolls using the 
flat of my hand on wax 
paper. Wrap each roll in 
wax paper and refriger-
ate until ready to bake; a 
day or two is okay.

Slice the rolls into 1/4-
inch, or slightly thicker, 
coins. Bake on ungreased 
baking sheets (mine are 
not nonstick) at 325 to 
335 degrees. Use 10 to 
15 minutes as a guide — 
it will depend on your 
oven, the heaviness 
of your baking sheets, 
etc. In my big oven, on 
a heavy sheet, it takes 
about 19 minutes. 

Do not brown; your 
first batch will be in-
structive. They’re still 
good if lightly browned, 
but better if not. Cool 
on racks. A single recipe 
makes about 100. A great 
thing about these is that 
they can be frozen for 
months, separated in 
layers with wax paper 
in tins. Make them now 
for the coming winter 
holidays; you’ll be glad 
you did.

Pam Osborn keeps her 
kitchen in Sharon.

Carolina cheese bits
FOOD: PAMELA OSBORN

PHOTO BY PAMELA OSBORN

What an exqui-
site time of 
year. 

The stripped-back 
landscape draws atten-
tion to the trees that 
are reluctant to let go 
of their leaves. As with 
beeches, oaks can retain 
their leaves throughout 
the cold months; this 
trait is called “marces-
cence.” It is the time of 
year when I can best 
assess the number of 
young oak trees; an 
indication of a healthy 
woodland. These are 
now silvery half-tones of 
maroon, umber and apri-
cot, colors that humans 
would be hard-pressed 
to reproduce.

This year was crit-
ical for the oaks. On 
our property, almost a 
dozen of the largest oak 
trees succumbed to the 
spongy moth infestation 
of the past two years. 
This year’s rains were 
essential to the recovery 
of the remaining oaks 
compromised by past 
seasons’ drought and 
pestilence. While the 
hickory and northern 
cherry trees had mast 
years, producing an 
abundance of seeds, I 
suspect that next year — 
barring a catastrophe — 
will be the oak trees’ turn 
at producing a mast year 
of acorns.

In contrast to the 
orange-red shades of the 
oaks, the blue-red leaves 
of burning bush stand 
proud in this muted 
palette, making them 
easy targets — same for 
the yellow-green of the 
remaining nonnative 
honeysuckle. Invasives 
tend to not only blos-
som earlier than native 
plants in the spring but 
lose their leaves later in 
the fall. We are working 
quickly to pull and cut 
them before they lose all 
their leaves and again 
become camouflaged 
next to their naked 
neighbors.

The animals for 
whom, in part, we have 
created this patch of 
native habitat are trying 
my patience. Beavers 
have had their way 
with several small trees 

in the river garden. A 
witch hazel and a white 
birch were among the 
casualties. Both had 
been flourishing after 
we transplanted them a 
couple of years ago from 
crowded stands in the 
woods. The beavers do a 
tidy job — now you see 
it, now you don’t.

A small woodpecker 
that I was admiring from 
the kitchen window has 
just about girdled the 
Florida dogwood it was 
feeding on. I have now 
wrapped it — the tree, 
not the bird — with tree 
tape and have fitted 
plastic tree protectors 
around some of the small 
bank-side tree trunks to 
deter the busy beavers. 
Then there are the voles 
who have dug under and 
through the remaining 
lawn as if to mock my 
environmentally sensi-
tive efforts to even have 
such a thing as a lawn. 
Yet our habitat also 
includes Scout, who lives 
for playing fetch. Our 
lawn is for her and for 
our joy playing together.

Thanksgiving is over; 
the ground is starting to 
firm up, which is the sign 
that certain tasks, such 
as weeding, will need 
to be resumed in the 
spring. Other tasks such 
as seed planting need to 
be quickly wrapped up. 
Over the past few years, I 

have spread the collect-
ed seeds of native plants 
without much thought 
and was not able to 
monitor any seed growth 
except to note that there 
has not been much 
germination of new 
seed. Could it be that the 
invasive jumping worms 
have so degraded the soil 
that germination is more 
difficult? According to 
a white paper by the 
Connecticut Agricultur-
al Experiment Station, 
“Many native trees and 
plants (including garden 
plants) cannot germi-
nate or develop in this 
altered soil.”

This year I made 
sure to tamp down the 
crumbly worm-chewed 
soil before sowing the 
seed, but that may not 
be enough to do the 
trick. I have made a 
list of the places where 
the seeds were sown so 
that I can monitor any 
spring success. I have 
also repurposed empty 
plastic milk jugs and 
salad containers, filling 
them with potting soil 
and adding seeds. And 
I have sown the seed 
of my favorite native 
perennial — Silene regia, 
or royal catchfly — in the 
stone-surrounded beds 
at the side of the house.

There is joy. There is 
frustration. Creation and 
destruction. It is a priv-
ilege to witness Nature 
and to participate where 
and when it is needed.

Dee Salomon “un-
gardens” in Litchfield 
County. 

Habitat for Humility

Maintaining a semblance of 
calm while nature does its thing

PHOTO BY DEE SALOMON
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(845) 677-5321    bankofmillbrook.com
3263 franklin avenue  millbrook   4958 route 22  amenia
2971 church street  pine plains     11 hunns lake road  stanfordville MEMBER FDIC

100 Percent 
Invested
As a local bank, we focus 
entirely on the communities 
we serve. So we do more than 
work here. We raise our families, 
make our friends, and build our 
futures. Since 1891, the Bank of 
Millbrook has been committed 
to north eastern Dutchess, and 
we’re going to be here for a long 
time to come.

George T. Whalen III 
PresidentAll Sizes Available
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All Sizes Available
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2 Route 7, Sharon, CT
Fri-Sun 7:30am-2pm

Sharon’s newest source 
for unique vintage 

and estate sale gems.

Bakery brought to you  
by Blue Gate Farm.

New Inventory  
additions every week

TRI-CORNER CALENDAR
Items are printed as space permits. All entries can be found at www.TriCornerNews.com/

events-calendar. To submit calendar items, email editor@lakevillejournal.com

Holiday Arts and Crafts Show returns 
to Merwinsville Hotel in Gaylordsville
The Holiday Arts and Crafts Show at the Merwinsville Hotel in Gaylordsville began 
Friday, Nov. 24, and will continue Friday, Dec. 1, to Sunday, Dec. 3. Pottery, glass, 
jewelry, wood and every kind of craft makes this a Christmas shopper’s delight. 
The centerpiece is the astonishing model railroad village that occupies the hotel’s 
main room and is simultaneously miniature and monumental. An entire visit 
could be spent appreciating and absorbing every minute detail of the village and 
its operating model train.

 DECEMBER 2
Sherman Artists Open 

Studio
Sherman, Conn.

The third annual 
Sherman Artists Open 
Studio will be Saturday 
and Sunday, Dec. 2 and 
3, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Twenty-five local artists 
are participating in this 
year's Open Studio event. 
Artists will be in their 
studios, at the Sherman 
Town Hall, the Sherman 
Senior Center, and 
White Silo Winery. This 
is a chance to meet the 
artists, learn about their 
processes and do some 
holiday shopping. For 
more information, visit 
www.ShermanArtists.org

The History of Lahaina on 
Maui
Cornwall Library, 30 
Pine St., Cornwall, Conn. 
cornwalllibrary.org

On Saturday, Dec. 2 at 
4 p.m. The Cornwall 
Library will present 
authors Susanna Moore 
and Robert Becker in a 
talk entitled “The History 
of Lahaina on Maui,” a 
conversation about the 
historic town of Lahaina 
that was destroyed by 
wildfires in August. 
Attend in-person at the 
Cornwall Library or 
on Zoom. Registration 
required: cornwalllibrary.
org/events

Parent and Child Book 
Group
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

On Saturday, Dec. 2, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
join us for a Parent and 
Child Book Group at 
the Scoville Memorial 
Library. For kids in the 
3rd, 4th, & 5th grades 
and their caregivers, 
hosted by Miss Rita! We 
meet the first Friday of 
every month for reading 
and discussion. Register 
in advance to receive 
your own free copy of 
the book we’re reading. 
Our first book is The Tale 
of Despereaux, by Kate 
DiCamillo.

A Christmas Carol: 
Marionette 
Performance by the 
Puppet People
Roeliff Jansen Library, 9091 
Route 22, Copake, N.Y. 
roejanlibrary.org

On Saturday, Dec. 2 
from 3 to 4 p.m., The 
Roeliff Jansen Library in 
Copake, N.Y., will host a 
marionette performance 
of Charles Dickens's 
classic tale, "A Christmas 
Carol," presented by the 
Puppet People. For more 
information see www.
roejanlibrary.org/library-
calendar/ or www.
thepuppetpeople.org/

This event is free and 
open to the  public. No 
registration is required. 

Books and Bling Sale
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

On Saturday, Dec. 2 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
the Friends of Scoville 
Library (FSL) are hosting 
its 3rd annual ‘Books 
and Bling’ during the 
Merry & Bright Salisbury 
Hometown Holidays 
weekend. Donated 
jewelry and present-
worthy books and 
puzzles will be for sale 
upstairs in the Library. 
Downstairs, the FSL 
stacks will be open for 
additional book buying. 
All proceeds benefit 
children and adult 
programs at the Library.

Old Time Dance
Cornwall Town Hall, 24 Pine 
St., Cornwall, Conn.

Come jingle your bells 
to contras, circles and 
squares on Saturday, 
Dec. 2 at 7 p.m. at the 
Cornwall Town Hall. Live 
music by Kitch n Sync 
with a caller teaching all 
of the dances. Beginners 
and left feet welcome, 
no partner necessary. 
Non-electronic donation 
requested to pay 
the caller. For more 
information call Debra at 
860-672-0229.

Annual Christmas Fair
UCC Parish House, 8 Bolton 
Hill Road, Cornwall, Conn.

Shop local crafts and 
vendors, baked goods, 
and attic treasures at 
the UCC Parish House 
Annual Christmas Sale 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, Dec. 2. Upstairs 
in the church will be 
the children’s shopping 
room. Pre-ordered 
wreaths will be available 
for pick-up. To order, call 
the church office at 860-
672-6840.

 DECEMBER 3
Hunting The Forest Spirit: 

Mythology and Anime
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

On Sunday, Dec. 3 , from 
2 to 4 p.m., join us for a 
new event for teens!

Anime is full of 
mythological themes. 
Come see how a 
new art form spins 
ancient stories. Led by 
Springfield City Library‘s 
Teen Librarian, Sarah 
Hodge-Wetherbe.

Holiday Market
4 Brook St, Lakeville, Conn.

The Lakeville Hose 
Company Ladies 
Auxiliary Holiday Vendor 
Market is Sunday, Dec. 
3, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
firehouse, 4 Brook St. in 
Lakeville. Unusual gifts, 
food and fun.

 DECEMBER 5
Small Business Seminar: 

Pitch Deck Dojo
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

On Tuesday, Dec. 5, 
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., 
learn how to pitch 
your business at this 
seminar presented by 
the Entrepreneurial 
Center at CT State 
Northwestern. Rick 
Plaut, investor, educator, 
and mentor to startups 
and founders across 
New England, will teach 
participants how to 
tell a compelling story 
about their business. 
For more information, 
or to register, contact 
Entrepreneurial Center 
director John Fiorello at 
860-738-6444 or register 
online at www.nwcc.edu/
ec.

 DECEMBER 6
Merry & Bright Crafts

Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

On Wednesday, Dec. 6, 
from 2 to 3:30 p.m., stop 
by the library during 
Salisbury’s Merry & 
Bright festival to create 
something fun and 
festive for the holiday 
season! Event will take 
place in the Wardell 
Room at the Library.

 DECEMBER 8
Hotchkiss Library of 

Sharon Community 
Reading
Hotchkiss Library of Sharon, 
10 Upper Main St., Sharon, 
Conn. hotchkisslibrary.org

The Hotchkiss Library of 
Sharon and the Sharon 
Historical Society & 
Museum invite you to 
participate in the live 
reading of Louisa May 
Alcott’s Little Women. 
The first reading session 
will begin on Friday, 
Dec. 8 at 4 p.m. and 
sessions will continue 
until Saturday, Dec. 9 
at 10 p.m. Sign up to 
read for 15 minutes 
and learn more up at 
hotchkisslibrary.libcal.
com.

 DECEMBER 9
A Rose in Winter Concert

St. Andrew’s Church, 1 N. Main 
St., Kent, Conn.

The Kent Singers will 
present A Rose in Winter 
on Saturday, Dec. 9 and 
Sunday, Dec. 10,  at 3 p.m. 
at St. Andrew’s Church 
in Kent, CT. The concerts 
will be conducted by our 
Music Director James 
Knox Sutterfield.

Tickets are $20 in 
advance at kentsingers.
com/category/tickets/ or 
at the door, with children 

under 12 admitted free; 
further information 
available at 860-619-8110 
or at kentsingers.com/.

12X12 Art Exhibition
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org

On Saturday, Dec. 9 from 
5 to 7 p.m., the David 
M. Hunt Library in Falls 
Village, Conn. will host 
the twelfth edition of 
12X12, its annual art 
exhibition and sale which 
features over 60 artists 
this year. All works in 
the exhibition measure 
12X12 inches and are 
priced at $150 each. 
A portion of each sale 
benefits the library. For 
more information call 
the library at 860-824-
7424 or visit huntlibrary.
org/art-wall.

Current Fiction Book 
Group
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

On Saturday, Dec. 9, from 
4 to 5 p.m., the Scoville 
Library Current Fiction 
Book Group will discuss 

National Book Award 
winner "The Rabbit 
Hutch" by Tess Gunty.

A limited number of 
books are available to 
borrow at the Scoville 
Library.

 DECEMBER 12
Scoville Library Writing 

Circles
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org

Starting Dec. 12 and 
14. Using prompts as 
a springboard, this 
writing workshop 
invites you to write 
freely, read your work 

aloud, hear responses, 
and respond to others’ 
writing. Workshop leader 
Karen Vrotsos has been 
teaching writing for over 
25 years and is certified 
in the Amherst Writers 
and Artists method. 
Choose a Circle to join: 
Tuesday afternoons, 2:30 
to 4:30 p.m., or Thursday 
evenings, 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. The next 4-session 
cycle begins the week 
of Dec. 11. This in-
person, Adult Programs 
workshop is limited to 10 
participants. To register, 
visit scovillelibrary.libcal.
com/event/11505458.

PHOTOS BY LANS CHRISTENSEN
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To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit www.tricornernews.com/classifieds

Classifieds LINE AD DEADLINE
Monday at 12 p.m. except holiday weeks when 

a special deadline is published in advance

RATES
$12 for the first 15 words or less. 40¢ for each additional word. 
Call us for our special 4-time rate. All line ads must be prepaid. 

Discover, Mastercard, Visa, and American Express accepted.
Real Estate

Email your  
classified ad to  

classified@
lakevillejournal.com.

Each week The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News 
are produced locally by staff who live 
in the Tri-state area communities. 

It is a connection to YOUR communities and what is 
important to YOUR lives that make our publications unique.

Subscribe or advertise today!
circulation@lakevillejournal.com • advertising@lakevillejournal.com

Locally grown …

Your Independent, 

Locally Owned, 

Community Newspapers 

& Regional News Websitewww.TriCornerNews.com

THE MILLERTON NEWS

COMPASS

Do you have a family member 

or friend in the military 

who would be interested 

in the news from home?

Remember
The Lakeville Journal 

Company offers free online 

subscriptions to our website, 

tricornernews.com, for active 

duty military personnel from 

the Tri-state region. 

For more information or 

to set up a subscription, 

contact Sandra Lang at 

circulation@ 

lakevillejournal.com or  

860-435-9873, ext. 301.

With thanks 

to those who serve.

HELP WANTED
D I G I T A L  P U B L I C A -

T I O N S  P R O C E S S O R 
(CL-4)$18.53/HOUR TO 
$19.46/HOUR: Marist Col-
lege invites applications 
for the position of Digital 
Publications Processor (CL-
4) within the Information 
Technology department. 
The Digital Publications 
Processor (CL-4) serves as a 
member of the Information 
Technology team, provid-
ing specialized support 
to self-serve, file- to-print 
customers. Perform techni-
cal operations and support 
functions related to the 
publication, creation, and 
reproduction of various 
projects and documents 
for the Marist community. 
For more information on 
the position please go to: 
https://careers.marist.edu/
cw/enus/job/493507?lAp-
plicationSubSourceID= or 
contact Human.Resources@
Marist.edu.

THE TOWN OF PINE PLAINS: 
is accepting applications for 
the immediate opening of 
a position for Heavy Motor 
Equipment Operator.Is a 
full-time, permanent posi-
tion. Applicants must have 
a CDL Class A or B license 
valid for the State of New 
York. The ability to perform 
manual labor, including 
heavy lifting in all weather 
conditions is essential. The 
job will include operation 
of equipment and machin-
ery as well as a variety of 
tasks in connection with 
the construction, repair, 
snow removal, drainage 
and maintenance of Town 
owned roads. Contact High-
way Superintendent Carl 
Baden at 518-398-6662 to 
obtain an application. The 
Town of Pine Plains is an 
E. O. E.

This is a live-out position work, from Monday to 
Thursday. $850 weekly Administrative Assistant 
position (part-time) This position is a home-
based and flexible part-time job. You can be in 
any location or work from your home doing all 
the activities. Must be able to interact. MUST 
HAVE REFERENCES AND BE RESPONSIBLE. 

If interested, email Terry at officdeck23@gmail.com

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/ 
TIMEKEEPER URGENTLY NEEDED

The Millerton News is seeking a news reporter to 
cover Harlem Valley towns and school districts.

Are you interested in your local news scene? 
Here is a chance to report on community news, 
business news, the environment, government, 
police and all the issues that affect the lives  
of Millerton News readers.

Writing skills and basic knowledge of how  
New York government functions are a must.

Salary range: $36,000-$38,000

Email Resume and Writing Samples to Editor 
John Coston, editor@millertonnews.com.

860-435-9873 ext. 608 • PO Box 625, Millerton, NY 12546

Local Reporter

Project SAGE seeks a collaborative, inspiring Executive Director to 
support the organization’s goal to end interpersonal, relationship 
violence in the Northwest Connecticut community. Reporting to an 
engaged Board of Directors and leading a staff of 12 (with five direct 
reports), the primary role of the Executive Director will be to provide 
overall leadership, administration, and supervision of Project SAGE. 
The ED will also plan, implement, and evaluate the programs and 
services of Project SAGE in accordance with the organization’s mission 
statement, strategic objectives and plans, and required standards, in 
collaboration with the Board. This salaried, exempt position will balance 
the development of a forward-looking Executive Director’s unique 
vision with successful oversight of day-to-day operations and a focus on 
relationship building internally and externally. 

To view the complete position announcement and express  
your interest in applying, go to: www.developmentguild.com/ 

current-searches/executive-director-project-sage

 

Stone Countertop Installer  
Local stone countertop business in Sheffield, MA looking for an 
installer. Full time. Installations in MA, CT and NY.         
Benefits include: Health Insurance, Life Insurance, Disability 
Insurance, Paid holidays, sick leave and vacation.                           

The desired applicant should possess the following traits: 
● Ability to represent our company in a professional manor 
● Onsite work in private homes in MA, CT and NY 
● Good math and communication skills 
● Must be able to work well with a team 
● Able to lift heavy loads 
● Skill in safely using power tools and hand tools. 
● Interest in learning a trade with potential for growth 
● Valid driver license/ good driving record 
Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am - 3:30 pm with possible overtime  
 

Please email resumes/work experience to: 
Kurt@rocksolidmarbleandgranite.com 

Rock Solid Marble and Granite LLC 
1719 North Main Street PO Box 775 Sheffield, MA 01257 

413-229-9001 
  

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

WE OFFER A SENSATIONAL COUNTRY PROPERTY SET IN OUR NW CT CORNER.  
WITH GREAT PRIVACY AND STUNNING VIEWS, IT IS A MODERN MAKEOVER OF  

4 BEAUTIFUL, CIRCA 1857 ERA BARNS, INTO A WONDERFUL COUNTRY RESIDENCE.

Driving down a winding country driveway, you arrive at the generously sized, 4 bedroom home, designed 
and built from beautiful old barns. Looking out over the Salisbury hills and beyond, the interior is bright and 
cheerful throughout; An open main level interior is combined with 3 levels of living that make for a variety of  
family living options. Offered with 12 acres, including a lap style pool, there are more available. Truly unique, it 
is offered at $5,100,000. Call Chip Hoben for further details.

A SENSATIONAL COUNTRY PROPERTY

HELP WANTED
RECEPTIONIST, F/T P/T: for 

general dental practice in 
Sharon, CT. Friendly well-es-
tablished office is seeking 
someone who enjoys peo-
ple and a medical office 
environment. Experience 
helpful but willing to train. 
Competitive salary and 
flexible work hours. Send 
resume to office@drnweeia.
org or call 860-364-0200.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

CARPENTER / BUILDER: 
David J Valyou. Renovations 
and repairs. Old homes and 
barns my specialty. Serving 
tri-state area for over 20+ 
years. NY MA CT text or 
call 917-538-1617. Email  
davidvalyou@yahoo.com 
Based in Canaan, CT.

CARPENTER AND TILE SET-
TER: now offering handy-
man services. Over 35 years 
experience. 413-229-0260 
or email at  tylerhomeprop@
yahoo.com.

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 
House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

LAMP REPAIR AND REWIR-
ING: Serving the Northwest 
Corner. 413-717-2494.

LEAVE THE PAINTING TO 
ME!: No job too large or too 
small. INTERIOR. Excellent 
references. Call Jonathan 
Bonett 860 605-0528.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

N E E D  Y O U R  H O M E 
CLEANED?: Diana and 
Juliet have been servicing 
the Northwest Corner since 
1998. We offer guaranteed 
satisfaction and have great 
references. Please call 860- 
605-0528.

HOLIDAY
CHRISTMAS FAIR/TAG 

SALE: Sharon United Meth-
odist Church. Dec. 2, 2023, 
10 to 4 p. m. 112 Upper Main 
St. Sharon.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference,

REAL ESTATE
:limitation, or discrimina-

tion based on race, color 
religion, sex, handicap or 
familial status or national or-
igin or intention to make any 
such preference, limitation 
or discrimination. All resi-
dential property advertised 
in the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale or 
rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

LAND FOR SALE
VACANT LAND FOR SALE 

BY OWNER:$75,500. 2 
acres. 15 Walk Rd., Sand 
Lake, NY. Partially cleared 
for building. Averill Park 
School District. Beautiful, 
woodsy location on a quiet 
road. On Taborton Mountain 
with lakes, hiking, shopping, 
and restaurants nearby. 845-
372-7614.

COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS

EXCEPTIONAL PROFES-
S I O N A L  S PA C E  F O R 
LEASE: 1500 sq. ft. main 
floor with ADA accessible 
ramp. Gorgeous hardwood 
floors. Excellent light with 
floor to ceiling windows. 
Mint condition. Very good 
exposure on Main St. in 
Sheffield MA with plenty of 
parking. Perfect for medical, 
real estate, accountant, 
attorney etc. Call Henry 
413.429.7477.

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

LARGE SUNNY STUDIO 
APARTMENT: furnished, 
with washer and dryer. 
$1100.00 plus utilities. Ref-
erences required. Call 860-
318-5188, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

FALLS VILLAGE, CT  860-824-0027

LAKEVILLE HISTORIC GEM
1,956 sq.ft. • .78 Acres • 3 BRs • 2 FBs

SALISBURY, CT. This home has a rich history and is believed to be a 
former home of Revolutionary War Patriot Ethan Allen holds historical sig-
nificance that adds an extra layer of allure. Features include a formal sitting 
room with a fireplace, 26” interior plank walls, wide board floors, a country 
kitchen, a formal Dining room and three large bedrooms. Conveniently 
zoned for both residential and commercial use, this property offers endless 
possibilities.
Web# EH5456 Carol A. Staats/ Roberta Green   $595,000

Deeply Rooted in the Community for over 30 Years

Elyse Harney Real Estate
HarneyRealEstate.com

Recent property sales in the Town of North East

The Millerton News will 
periodically publish a listing of 
residential real estate sales in 
eastern Dutchess County and 
adjacent towns.

These properties in the 
Town of North East were re-
corded as sold in September 
and October, with most sales 

occurring in October. Views 
matter: The sales of 391 Mc-
Ghee Hill Road and 60 Deer 
Run show the effect of an 
expansive view on price and 
time on market. 

September 2023

5 Country View Road, 
3-bedroom, 3-bathroom sin-

gle-family home on 1.2 acres. 
sold for $330,000

78-82 Merwin Road, main 
house with 3 bedrooms, 2 
baths plus 2-bedroom cot-
tage, a mobile home and out-
buildings on 1.37 acres, sold 
for $640,000

700 Smithfield Road, 
3-bedroom, 3-bath home, sold 
for $231,000

October 2023

State Line Road, 3.02 acre 
vacant residential lot with 
wetlands located at the south-
west corner of Rudd Pond 
Road and State Line Road, 
sold for $64,500

14 Downey Road, 1-bed-
room, 1-bath home on 
0.06 acres of land, sold for 
$210,000

6180 Route 22, a com-
mercial building which was 
a former Suburban Propane 
office, sold for $300,000 with 
1.88 acres

391 McGhee Hill Road, 
3-bedroom, 2-bath house on 5 
acres with distant views, sold 
for $350,000

1420 Route 83, a 5 bed-
room/2.5 bath  farmhouse 
sold for $357,114

60 Deer Run Road, a 3 bed-
room/1 bath 1,650 square foot 
house with views on 3.11 acres 
sold for $565,00

32 Reservoir Road, a 3 bed-
room/2 bath home on 6 acres 
with additional parcels sold 
for $570,000

Town of North East real 
estate sales recorded in Sep-
tembe through October 2023 
provided by Dutchess County 
Office of Real Property. 

Compiled by Christine 
Bates, Real Estate Salesperson 
with William Pitt Sotheby’s In-
ternational Realty, Licensed in 
CT and NY.

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

Located just outside the village of Millerton, 5 Country 

View was sold in 2004 as a new house for $302,500. It 

was first listed for sale at $390,000, again in August 2017 

according to www.realtor.com, relisted at $479,900 in 

May 2022, and then sold for $330,000 in September 2023.

Send news items and briefs to  

editor@millertonnews.com

Gingerbread house-making Dec. 8

MILLBROOK — On Fri-
day, Dec. 8, at 6 p.m., the 
Town of Washington Recre-
ation Department will host an 
event to meet Santa and Mrs. 
Claus and decorate a ginger-
bread house. Participants can 
pick up a gingerbread house 
to decorate at home, or visit 
the Millbrook Firehouse, 20 
Front St., to decorate with 
others. The cost is $22 per 
house for Washington resi-
dents and $24 for nonresi-

dents. Icing is included, and 
participants will  supply their 
own candy decorations. 

Three prizes will be award-
ed for gingerbread house dec-
oration: Most Original, Most 
Traditional, and Best Theme. 
There will be no charge for 
meeting Santa and Mrs. 
Claus. Light refreshments are 
included. For information on 
the Town Recreation Depart-
ment, see www.townofwash-
ingtonny.org
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When you need to know what’s 

happening in your area, we’re there.
TriCornerNews.com

The Best Regional News Site

Do you have a family member 

or friend in the military who 

would be interested in the 

news from home?

Remember

The Lakeville Journal Company 

offers free online subscriptions to 

our website, tricornernews.com, 

for active duty military personnel 

from the Tri-state region. For 

more information or to set up a 

subscription, contact Sandra Lang 

at circulation@lakevillejournal.

com or 860-435-9873, ext. 301. 

With thanks to those who serve.

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Insulation

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

NORTH EasT MuFFlER INC.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

Tree Service

TV Service
Painting

Roofing Services

Tree Service

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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Celebrating over

65Years

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

Tree Care • Tree Removal • Tick Spraying

applewoodtreecare@yahoo.com
860-733-2020

Jason Bresson
J. Phillip Bresson

CT arborist license# 62658, NY pest license# CO-653231
CT arborist license# 65653

B-2580

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

representative today!

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit www.tricornernews.com 

to purchase a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you 

this directory of Specialists 

in print and online at 

www.tricornernews.com. 

From Automobiles to 

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fi ngertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you fi nd the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.

TriCornerNews.com

Support Local Journalism 
In Your Community

Please donate to The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News  
at LakevilleJournalFoundation.org/donate

or by mail
PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039

FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

• TV Sales
• Service Installation
• Outside HD 

Antenna Installation
• WiFi Enhancements

Stop in to see our selection of 
NEW Sony 4K TV sets. ALL ON SALE!!

REPAIRS on all: TVs, Stereos, Vintage Electronics

Dave’s TV

We’ve Moved!
Our new address is

279 Smithfi eld Rd., Millerton, NY 12546
Call for appointment 518-789-3881

Dave’s TV

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs

Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 

Over 35 years experience

860-459-9921 | ParamountProRoofing.com

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

ROOFING  •  SIDING  
GUTTERS  •  REPAIRS

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Winter Months Are Perfect For:
Land Clearing • Brush Clearing
Vista Clearing • Tree Takedowns 

Commercial Snowplowing,
Sanding & Salting

of Parking Lots

• EXCAVATORS • BACKHOES •
• BULLDOZER • CHIPPER •

• DUMP TRUCKS •
• GROUNDS MAINTENANCE •

• LANDSCAPING •

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR  
OFF-SEASON DISCOUNTS

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM  
BATT INSULATION • BLOWN-IN & DENSE PACK  

FIREPROOFING • INSULATION REMOVAL

BRENDEN LEE
P.O. BOX 1135 SHARON, CT  

860.689.5677  
ATISPRAYFOAM@GMAIL.COM
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