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McEnroe Organic Farm composting director Matt Hamm with 

part of the 3,000-cubic-yard pile of 10-12-month-old finished 

compost.

Composting:  

One problem, 

multiple solutions

By DEBORAH MAIER

Special to The Millerton News

MILLERTON —  “There will 
never be a time when we hear, ‘Hey, 
sorry, we have no food waste for 
you,’” Matt Hamm averred, ges-
turing over the vast acreage at the 
McEnroe Organic Farm soils and 
compost facility. Hamm, who is the 
director of composting, estimated 
that $600 billion worth of food is 
wasted every year.

At the center of the McEnroe 
operation stands a kind of moun-
tain range in miniature, a 30-foot 
pile of rich, garden-ready compost, 
or “black gold,” the end product of 
a roughly 18-month cycle, in what 
is a consciously circular process. 
The 1,200-acre farm, a 501(c)(3), 
uses much of the compost it makes 
for its own growing and selling, but 
has a clear and significant educa-
tional mission.

What’s the problem/hurry?

With most awareness going to 
recycling efforts, composting is 
often overlooked as a main driver 
of sustainability. But composting 
diverts food waste from landfills. 
Shocking as it may seem, 40% of 
food in the U.S. goes uneaten. 

According to an NRDC docu-
ment, that works out to 20 pounds 
of food per person every month, 
including various sources. In the 
western Hudson Valley, 15 tractor 
trailers filled with waste leave the 
waste facility in Kingston six days 
a week, heading to the landfill in 
western New York. 

In the landfill, decomposing 
food waste produces methane 
gas, a greenhouse gas 25 times 
more potent than carbon dioxide. 
Removing food waste from the 
landfill would equate to remov-
ing one-fifth of the cars in the U.S.
An exemplar in our back yard

McEnroe’s has been compost-
ing at Coleman Station Road since 
about 1987, when the McEnroe and 
Durst families set up the farm and 
in a step visionary for the time, to 
create organic compost.

“We’re permitted to do up to 
15,000 cubic yards of food waste 
per year, and 55,000 cubic yards 
of total inputs,” Hamm explained. 
Much of it comes from New York 
City restaurants, and “micro-
haulers” bring yard and farm waste 
from various municipalities and 

Let’s play ball!

Escorted by fire trucks and 

transported on open farm 

wagons, young ballplayers 

and coaches enjoyed a parade 

through Amenia on Saturday, 

April 15, as the community cel-

ebrated the opening of the 2023 

Little League season. The parade 

ended at Amenia’s Beekman 

Park where more festivities 

awaited. For more on this and 

other sports news, see page A7.
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Village budget under tax 

cap; new chief of police

By CHRISTINE BATES

Special to The Millerton News

MILLERTON —  A mystery 
man attended the Village Board 
meeting on Monday, April 10, 
along with four village residents. 
A public hearing was opened on 
the proposed 2023-24 budget for 
the village, and comments were re-
ceived and responded to from the 
audience concerning recreation 
and the wastewater project. 

The board then tackled clos-
ing the approximately $13,500 gap 
that would allow the village not 
to exceed the New York state tax 
cap on taxes levied. This was ac-

complished by modestly increas-
ing revenues from the fund bal-
ance from $25,000 to $35,000 and 
decreasing potential unemploy-
ment insurance costs by $3,500 to 
$6,500. All trustees approved the 
modifications. 

The village budget of $720,000 
pays for the expenses of the village 
government, the police depart-
ment, the highway department, 
recreation, streetlights, and even 
trees. In fact, it will spend less next 

year than the fire district. Overall, 
budgeted revenues and expenses 
have been reduced from last year 
by about $125,000 when the vil-
lage received grant money for the 
wastewater project and invested 
in computers. 

Important other changes are re-
duced police department expenses 
of $92,228 from $119,059 last year 
because the Town of North East 

The trustees expect Joseph Olenik will be officially approved 
to become Millerton’s chief of police and will begin 
supervising the department by Monday, May 1. 

Marathon entrants meet with 

drizzle, hills, thrill of victory

By JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK —  In spite of a 
nagging drizzle, over 130 runners 
came out on Sunday, April 16, to 
run a 26.2-mile marathon. 

Known as challenging due to 
its hills and turns, the Millbrook 
Marathon is also known for the 
beautiful sights that runners can 
view as they run for success and 
the thrill of the race.

The marathon, hosted by the 
Eastern Dutchess Road Runners 
Club (EDRRC) started and finished 

at a balloon-decorated arch in the 
Town of Washington Park. 

EERDC President John Mor-
ris first approached the village and 
town about having a marathon in 
2020, but due to COVID-19, the 
first marathon took place a year 
later, in 2021.

Casey Smith from Torrington, 
Connecticut, came in first place 
with a time of 3 hours, 9 minutes 
and 6 seconds. This was his first 
year running in the marathon. “It’s 
very difficult,” he said. “It’s very 
hilly and the hills never stop. Just 
when you think you are done with 

the hills, another one comes along. 
But it’s beautiful. I’d do it again.” 

Second place winner was Matt 
Decker from Wappinger Falls, who 
was also running the race for the 
first time, and he finished in 3:13:00. 
Decker said he’d like to do the Mill-
brook run again, even though it was 
the second most difficult marathon 
he’s run.

Justin DePierro from Goshen, 
Connecticut, came in third at 
3:21:22. Also his first time running 
in this marathon, he found it beauti-
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Spring has arrived and that means it’s time to tackle some of many projects 
we’ve added to our lists throughout the winter. Whether you need landscaping, 
gardening, remodeling, building, general spring cleanup or ongoing 
maintenance, you can count on each of the businesses on this page to assist 
from start to fi nish. And when you call, let them know you saw their ad in your
community weekly newspapers, The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News.

Spring CleanupSpring Cleanup

Paint Services
860-689-4443
Clean • Fast • Reliable

Water Damage • Sheetrock • Carpentry
Painting • Staining • Power Washing
www.mjrhomeimprovements.com

#627002 References  Fully Insured

Design & Installation 
Surge Suppression

Protecting the Northeastern 
U.S. since 1953

www.alrci.com
(518) 789-4603   
(845) 373-8309   
(860) 364-1498

86O.452.6355
Monday thru Friday 7am - 3:30pm

www.cornwallp-h.com

Ask about our HVAC memberships
when you call!

Summer is coming!!
Call to schedule your

seasonal A/C
maintenance, or ask us
about a replacement!

Excavation & Landscaping Services 
Lawn & Land Installations • Patios and Walkways • Land Clearing 

Lawn Maintenance  •Invasive Plant Management
Excavation Services • Winter Maintenance & More!!

(860) 824-1188 | office@mattslandscapingct.com
Sharon, CT

Painting • Lawn Mowing
Patios • Wood Clearing

Snow Plowing

Elmer Berganza, Owner

860-671-7850

Lawn Mowing 
Painting  

Patios 
Wood Clearing  
Snow Plowing  

Power Washing
Handyman Service

Mulching 
Planting

Gardening
Sharon, CT
860-671-7850

(518) 392 3883
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 

www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating over

65Years

Madsen Overhead Doors off ers 
numerous door options to fi t any budget! 

Residential, commercial & industrial doors, 
electric operators, radio controls, sales & services

Fast, friendly service 
since 1954

Phone (518) 392 3883 
info@madsenoverheaddoors.com 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS

Mention this ad and receive

$50 off single door or 
$100 off double door 
purchase & install 
$25 off a new electric 
operator, too!
valid now through July 31, 2016

Residential, Commercial & Industrial 
Doors, Electric Operators, Radio Con-
trols, Sales & Service for any budget.

Fast, friendly service 
since 1954

Phone (518) 392 3883 
info@madsenoverheaddoors.com 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS

Mention this ad and receive

$50 off single door or 
$100 off double door 
purchase & install 
$25 off a new electric 
operator, too!
valid now through July 31, 2016

Residential, Commercial & Industrial 
Doors, Electric Operators, Radio Con-
trols, Sales & Service for any budget.

Fast, friendly service 
since 1954

Phone (518) 392 3883 
info@madsenoverheaddoors.com 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS

Mention this ad and receive

$50 off single door or 
$100 off double door 
purchase & install 
$25 off a new electric 
operator, too!
valid now through July 31, 2016

Residential, Commercial & Industrial 
Doors, Electric Operators, Radio Con-
trols, Sales & Service for any budget.

Residential, Commercial 
& Industrial Doors, 
Electric Operators, 

Radio Controls, Sales & 
Services for any budget.

Phone (518) 392 3883
info@madsenoverheaddoors.com
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY

Serving the Tri-State Region  
for over 65 years

Fast, friendly service since 1954

COMPOSTING Continued from Page A1

other local sources. 
An 8-acre compost bed 

nearby is divided into wind-
rows 8 feet high, 22 feet wide, 
and very long, where active 
composting happens. 

“Thermophilic” compost-
ing refers to using heat, and 
heat-loving organisms, to 
decompose matter. Wind-
row covers keep the com-
post at proper levels of heat 
and moisture, principles that 
home composters will recog-
nize as keys to success. 

A temperature of 135-160 
degrees Fahrenheit, turned 
five times in 15 days, assures 
that the material is cooked 
throughly. Drainage swales 
and collector areas keep the 
area moist but not sopping 
wet. 

Nuisance rodents or ver-
min are dispatched by the 
countryside predators: hawks, 
eagles and coyotes are the 
natural pest-control solution 
in the vast McEnroe campus.

Surprisingly, odor is not 
very evident in most condi-
tions, and certain smells, like 
ammonic ones during an-
aerobic decomposition, act 
as “time to turn” signals. As 
to effects on nearby residents, 
“We have wind socks to show 
wind direction, since we want 
to be as mindful as possible of 
our neighbors.” 

But the process’ recipe is 
so well-honed, he added, that 
those working in the office 
just adjacent to the huge pad 
leave the windows open.

Sad contamination, 

here as everywhere

A giant pile on the other 
side represents what any 
large-scale composter, or 
any steward of nature, faces: 
shockingly large numbers of 
plastic bags and other waste. 
Next to the huge open-air 
“screening plant,” the pile 
bristles with plastics amid its 
half-composted soil. 

“This is a real problem, one 
that we all have to deal with,” 
Hamm said, “and we don’t see 
what we’ve done to our planet 
until we see these processes. 
With composting, you’re talk-
ing about carbon sequestra-
tion, and ensuring soil health 
for generations to come…just 

taking a bit of time out of your 
year to make compost happen 
is really a step toward saving 
the planet for future genera-
tions.” 

The foresight of the farm’s 
owners, the McEnroe and 
Durst families, before ‘or-
ganic’ was a byword, ensure 
that this efficient, closed-loop 
operation can extend well 
into the future. Tours of the 
facility will be available to the 
public on Saturday, May 13.

What can each of us do?

For DIFM (do-it-for-me) 
methods, contributing to 
McEnroe’s drop-off bin on 
the south end of its Route 22 
store’s parking lot is one easy 
way for some people to make 
sure their food waste doesn’t 
become part of the problem. 
“We’re about to rebuild the 
steps into a deck to make it 
easier to dump food scraps,” 
said McEnroe farm store 
manager Olivia Skeen. 

While the large-scale, 
carefully engineered process 
allows for materials usually 
forbidden in home systems—
meats, fish, dairy, cooked 
foods—and pretty much any-
thing that spoils at home can 
be added to the small dump-
ster, she noted, they’d rather 
not have yard waste because 
of its bulkiness; that can go 
down Coleman Station Road 
to the main facility. 

Skeen pointed out that the 
farm’s nonprofit status will be 
highlighted in many commu-
nity activities and fundrais-
ing. The Education Garden is 
a small-scale display of every-
thing that is done on the farm, 
a safe way to introduce pro-
cesses to the public without 
stressing young greenhouse 
plants too much.

The DIY route

In terms of individual, 
household,or even neighbor-
hood composting, there are 
several choices. People who 
have a fair bit of property may 
prefer the “lazy composting” 
method, consisting of two or 
three separate piles at a dis-
tance from the house—one 
onto which fresh food scraps 
(“green” elements, in com-
post lingo) are thrown, then 
covered with leaves or such 

other “brown/carbon” layers 
to balance what is needed for 
decomposition; the other pile 
is the result of that process, 
further on. That or a third pile 
is used as needed.

As a vegetarian, Rich Stal-
zer of Millerton finds the 
open-piles system works fine 
for him. “When I do have meat 
scraps from feeding guests or 
their pets,” he added, “they ei-
ther take their scraps home 
[New York City has curbside 
composting] or I freeze them 
until I make a trip down 22 
and drop them off at McEn-
roe.” 

Perhaps because of the 
limited inputs, he finds few 
issues with odor or animals.

For a three-part system 
that is definitely not “lazy,” 
a look at Eliot Ramos’ and 
Nuno Ramos’ system at their 
home in Millerton village is 
instructive. Built of wooden 
planks from pallets, the first 
bin holds scraps, yard waste 
and large pieces of branches, 
twigs and so on. 

In the second bin, similar 
but older material is finer in 
consistency but still not soil. 
The third bin holds what looks 
like rich dark soil: completed 
compost. Nuno turns each 
bin out onto the ground every 

two weeks or so, advances the 
parts that are ready, and adds 
to the first bin. 

Don’t provide buffet 

 for local wildlife

A common problem for 
home composters (and gar-
deners in general) is the pres-
ence of animals, who find our 
fresh greens irresistible. The 
Ramos’ bins are protected by 
rope-mesh covers that can 
keep squirrels out, and proba-
bly discourage other animals. 
Without animal products and 
their odors, larger animals are 
not attracted to the piles.  

For bin-style composters 
like the Earth Machine, cur-
rently on sale by Dutchess 
County for about one-third 
of the list price, the trick may 
be to place the bottomless bin 
on a layer of metal mesh with 
small enough openings to de-
ter mice—probably 1/4 inch 
to be safe, since those crea-
tures are experts at self-com-
pression, fitting into holes the 
size of dimes.  

Extend the protection well 
beyond the object, and pos-
sibly vertically into the sur-
rounding soil as well, in the 
case of a serious population 
issue. Attention to the size 
of food bits (the smaller the 
better), moisture, turning the 

mixture, and locating it where 
it can absorb and maintain 
warmth will ensure maintain-
ing the proper conditions for 
decomposition and minimize 
unwanted results.

Conventional wisdom, 

updated warnings

Home gardeners have been 
told for ages to beware of 
composting weeds, especially 
invasive and those that have 
already seeded. Garlic mus-
tard, for example, should be 
cut before it flowers, because 
seeding happens soon after 
that. And many home com-
posters never reach the ideal 
temperatures as noted above.  

But newer learning sug-
gests that there is no good way 
to compost a garlic mustard 
plant (which is prohibited 
in New York state), since its 
roots exude allelopathic an-
ti-fungal substances. Those 
cause disturbances in rela-
tions between mycorrhizal 
fungi, trees and “good” plants, 
a link recently shown to be 
crucial to the entire ecosys-
tem. 

In addition, it is one of 
several plants, including 
sunflowers, that absorb lead 
in the soil. The upside of that 
is their use in phytoremedia-
tion of brownfields and so on, 
but it’s yet another reason to 
keep them out of composting 
systems.

Another plant to avoid 
composting, if one is unlucky 
enough to encounter it, is 
Japanese knotweed, a bamboo 
lookalike whose root systems 
can destroy foundations, sep-
tic tanks and other materials 
usually thought to be inde-
structible. Both of those inva-
sive nasties should be bagged, 
marked, left to dry and lighten 
in weight, then disposed of, 
but so carefully that instruc-
tions are reminiscent of toxic 
or radioactive waste manage-
ment.

Challenges and hopes 

As helpful as it can be for 
the environment, for some 
people, the challenges of 
composting at home are too 
great, considering space, time, 
equipment and so on. 

In Nuno Ramos’ commu-
nity composting idea, a blend 

of DIY and DIFM, bins for 
food scraps would be located 
at community homes that 
have the space and system 
to compost them; neighbors 
would bring their scraps, the 
owner of the bin would main-
tain the system, and all would 
share the compost that results. 
Worth noting: No animal fat 
is used at such a scale of com-
posting.

He also posited a small-
business aspect: “Small-scale 
local entrepreneurs [would] 
collect food scraps – from res-
idences, restaurants, grocery 
stores, breweries, coffee shops 
and other sites – by bicycle, 
trailer, or truck and transport 
material to a nearby compost-
ing operation.” This might be 
part of the town government, 
using state and federal grant 
monies to help set up and sup-
port pilot programs.

“It’s something we need to 
figure out,” Ramos said. “Even 
though New York, Massa-
chusetts and Connecticut 
are close by, we all compost 
differently;” in states that ac-
cept all food, including meat 
and dairy, the systems tend 
to be on an industrial scale, 
and dependent on fossil fuels. 

But local composting can 
be modestly scaled and more 
sustainable, using what is on 
hand and avoiding long-haul 
transport. “There are many 
opportunities. If we work 
together as a community, 
Millerton could be the first 
community in New York with 
a truly local, sustainable com-
posting solution.”

McE n r o e ’ s  f o o d 
waste drop-off: www.
mcenroeorganicfarm.com/
programs/compost-drop-off

Japanese knotweed ID, 
disposal  info: warren.cce.
cornell .edu/gardening-
landscape/warren-county-
master-gardener-articles/
japanese-knotweed

Reasonably-priced com-
post bins:

dutchessny.gov/Dutchess-
CountyOnlinePurchases/
W a s t e M a n a g e m e n t /
PurchaseCompostBins

PHOTO BY DEBORAH MAIER

Nuno Ramos, left, and Eliot Ramos in front of the three-

part composting system at their home in the village of 

Millerton.
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14 CHURCH STREET, CANAAN, CT 06018
860-824-0209

danielle@berkshirehillsdesign.com

SHOWROOM HOURS
TUE-FRI 9AM-5PM | SAT 9AM-3PM

WAREHOUSE HOURS
MON-FRI 9AM-4PM

ROOFING

SIDING

GUTTERS

REPAIRS

HIC-603104

860-459-9921
ParamountProRoofi ng.com

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

(860) 672-5260
Sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Commercial & Residential
Licensed | Insured | Credit Cards Accepted

LANDSCAPING 
Terrace and Walk  

Installation  
Tree and Shrub  

Supply and Planting  
Lawn Installation 
Retaining Walls

EXCAVATION 
Full-Service Site Prep 

Land clearing 
Tree Takedowns 
Driveway Repair  
and Installation 

Electric and Water 
Line Excavation

GROUNDS  
MAINTENANCE 
Edging and Mulching 

Bed Maintenance 
Lawn Care 

Lawn Treatment Programs 
Spring and Fall Clean-ups 

Winter Maintenance

INDOORS,
MEET OUTDOORS
Andersen’s “Big Doors” are available 
at all Page Lumber Locations

Poughkeepsie - Pawling - Amenia
www.hgpage.com

Paving  •  Seal Coating  •  Stone Work
Driveways  •  Sidewalks  •  Parking lots

Free Estimates! Call Today!

NEW YORK 
ROADWAYS LLC
P A V I N G  E X P E R T S

 518-330-5995 • www.newyorkroadways.org

High Pressure-Steam Cleaning
Sanitizes  Disinfects  Kills Bacteria

Clean it  Polish it  Seal it
Make Your Marble Great Again!

Tile and Grout Repair
Call Zig 860-913-4473
www.stonepolishingct.com

zigs.sts@gmail.com

Stone  Tile  Grout  Concrete  Marble  Granite  Limestone  And more

Stone & Tile Services
Polishing & Restoration Specialists

Zig’sTS S High Pressure - Steam Cleaning
Sanitizes • Disinfects • Kills Bacteria

Tile and Grout Repair 
Sealing Options

High Pressure-Steam Cleaning
Sanitizes  Disinfects  Kills Bacteria

Clean it  Polish it  Seal it
Make Your Marble Great Again!

Tile and Grout Repair
Call Zig 860-913-4473
www.stonepolishingct.com

zigs.sts@gmail.com

Stone  Tile  Grout  Concrete  Marble  Granite  Limestone  And more

Stone & Tile Services
Polishing & Restoration Specialists

Zig’sTS S

High Pressure-Steam Cleaning
Sanitizes  Disinfects  Kills Bacteria

Clean it  Polish it  Seal it
Make Your Marble Great Again!

Tile and Grout Repair
Call Zig 860-913-4473
www.stonepolishingct.com

zigs.sts@gmail.com

Stone  Tile  Grout  Concrete  Marble  Granite  Limestone  And more

Stone & Tile Services
Polishing & Restoration Specialists

Zig’sTS S Marble Polishing & Stone Restoration Specialists
Stone & Tile Services

Marble • Granite 
Limestone  • Travertine 
Soapstone • Concrete

Floors • Countertops • Showers

860-913-4473  • zigs.sts@gmail.com 
ZigsStonePolishing.com

PHOTO BY JUDITH O’HARA BALFE

Mathew Dutcavitch shows replacement bridge plans at 

the Village of Millbrook Board of Trustees meeting on 

Wednesday, April 12.

Stanford Road bridge replacement, town 

budget focus of Millbrook village meeting

By JUDITH 

O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — Although 
some residents had come to 
the meeting to be heard re-
garding the parking codes, 
that topic was put off until the 
Wednesday, May 10, meeting, 
when a member of the Mill-
brook Central School District 
is expected to attend.

Near the top of the agenda 
was guest speaker Mathew 
Dutcavich, director of en-
gineering for the Dutchess 
County Department of Pub-
lic Works. The topic was the 
plan to replace Stanford Road 
bridge. 

The plans now include 
planning, bids, and possibly, 
in a little over a year, replac-
ing the bridge. In his report, he 

identified the main issues hav-
ing to do with the need for the 
replacement, mentioning first 
that the bridge is almost 100 

years old, having been built 
in 1929. One section has lost 
some of its steel beams. There 
is an aging abutment and walls.

Dutcavich had printed 
materials available, which 
included some of the new 
bridge details, such as a 43-
foot precast arch; 10-foot 
travel lanes and 4-foot shoul-
ders; and a pedestrian height 
railing. The proposed detour 
would be Route 44 and Harts 
Village Road, with a poten-
tial closure of Dineen Road 
at Harts Village.

The engineering and de-
sign were awarded to HVEA 
in 2021. Property rights would 
have to be gotten from the vil-
lage. Some easements would 
be temporary for the purpose 
of construction, some would 
be permanent easements for 
maintenance access, and some 
would be fee acquisitions for 
structure blueprint.

The schedule looks to 
complete plans over summer 

2023 and acquire the neces-
sary permits at the same time. 
Fall 2023 would complete 
the right of way acquisitions, 
and would also include a fall 
2023 bid process. If all goes to 
plan, construction would take 
place April through Septem-
ber 2024.

The 2023-24 budget 
was also presented and 
can be found online at 
villageofmillbrookny.com by 
clicking on the “Packet” link 
of the April 12 meeting date 
under the “Agendas & Min-
utes” menu.

The mayor opened the 
public hearing: There were no 
comments. The public hearing 
was closed and the budget was 
voted on with one change, that 
being the SBA water fund at 
$11,000. All voted aye and the 
2023-24 budget was passed, 

Correction

In an article on Page 5 of 
the April 13 issue, Christian 
Allyn was incorrectly identi-
fied.

Local roadway 

improvements 

to be funded

 
POUGHKEEPSIE —  The 

Dutchess County Legisla-
ture has issued $9,447,724 in 
bonds to to pay for a portion 
of county improvements per-
taining to highways, bridges 
and culverts.

Projects will include work 
on 12-15 miles of county high-
ways as well as bridge replace-
ments on County Route 53/
Cold Spring Road over Wap-
pinger Creek in Stanford and 
on Stanford Road over East 
Branch Wappinger Creek in 
Washington.

The complete cost is esti-
mated at $14,643,542, with the 
remaining balance to be paid 
with funds from the state’s 
Consolidated Highway Im-
provement Program (CHIP), 
PaveNY and Extreme Winter 
Recovery program.

Proposed legislation to give additional tax break to EMS, firefighters

effective June 1, 2023.
The next meeting is  

Wednesday, May 10, at 6 p.m. 
at the Millbrook Firehouse. 
The meeting can be attended 
in person or seen on Channel 
22; the video of the meeting is 
generally available within two 
days of the meeting and can be 
found on the village website.

By EMILY EDELMAN

emilye@millertonnews.com

POUGHKEEPSIE —  As-
semblymember Didi Barrett 
(D-Dutchess/Columbia) has 
introduced A.6274, and act 
that would allow volunteer 
firefighters and emergency 
medical personnel to receive 
both a $200 income tax credit 
from the state as well as a local 
property tax exemption.

Legislation signed into law 
in December gives local gov-
ernments the option to pro-
vide a property tax exemption 
of 10% to volunteer firefight-
ers and ambulance personnel, 
but Section 606 of New York 
state tax law makes accepting 
both options an impossibility.

In January, members of 
the Dutchess County Leg-
islature sent a letter to state 
representatives urging the 

introduction of  legislation 
guaranteeing both tax breaks 
and its inclusion in the 2023-
24 state budget.

If adopted, the act will go 
into effect on Jan. 1, 2024.

In an interview with The 
Millerton News, Legislature 
Chairman Gregg Pulver (R-
Pine Plains) said: “Didi and I 
have a good relationship, we 
talked... I talked with Michelle 
Hinchey... I also talked with 

Sen. Rolison and Assembly-
man Beephan.

This is one of those things 
that I think was overlooked. 
I don’t think they meant to 

preclude one or the other, it 
just was done, and it’s nice 
that Assemblymember Barrett 
took the initiative to do that.”

Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning.
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A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!
Ask for a proven pro  

An ASE Certified Technician

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Online worship, Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John's Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

Rev. Paul Christopherson
SUNDAY SERVICE

10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)
In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

860-435-9290

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
Pastor Joy Veronesi

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
Pastor Sun Yong Lee

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
11 a.m. Worship Service  

“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”
 Rev. Lee Gangaware

860-824-5534
canaanct-umc.com

canaanctumc@gmail.com
We hope you will join us!

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Lenten Services online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Worship Services
Week of April 23, 2023

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church

40 Leedsville Road  
Amenia Union, NY 

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE
Visit our website for links

     Rev. AJ Stack
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School at 9 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
Misa en español a las 4 de la tarde

el último domingo de mes
The Revs. Heidi Truax & Felix Rivera

trinity@trinitylimerock.org
(860) 435-2627 

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
The next meeting will be

Sunday, May 14 at 10:30 a.m.
 For information, contact Jo Loi  

at jokiauloi@gmail.com
All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 5 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Congregational

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Cornwall Village Meeting House

8 Bolton Hill Rd, Cornwall
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship

860-672-6840
FB - UCC in Cornwall

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for current online Bible studies  

and Sunday services
Contact us at 860-364-5002 or

info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

SAINT KATERI 
TEKAKWITHA PARISH

860-927-3003
Rev. Robert Landback

The Churches of
Sacred Heart, Kent
St. Bernard, Sharon

St. Bridget, Cornwall Bridge
MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY VIGIL
4 PM - St. Bridget
SUNDAY MASSES
8 AM - St. Bernard

10 AM - Sacred Heart
WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday & Friday

9 AM - Sacred Heart
Tuesday

9 AM - St. Bernard

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall

Join our intimate Episcopal service 
via Zoom Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

Email Rev. Mary Gates at: 
mmgates125@gmail.com

for an invitation to the Zoom service 
If you don’t have a computer  

you can participate via phone.  

Call ahead or visit websites for updates  
on remote or in-person services.

Roger Lee Lintner

Richard M. Christiansen

AMENIA — Richard M. 
Christiansen Jr., 87, (affec-
tionately known 
as Dick), a resident 
of Amenia, passed 
away peacefully at 
home on April 11, 
2023. Born March 
22, 1936, in Shawa-
ngunk, New York, 
he was the son to 
the late Richard  
Sr. and Margaret 
(Romer) Christiansen. On 
Dec. 31, 1957, in Pawling, 
he married Patricia (Carol) 
Christiansen, who survives 
at  home.

Dick served in the United 
States Navy and was honor-
ably discharged on  Nov. 27, 
1953.

Mr. Christiansen worked 
at various locations through-
out his lifetime,  finally retir-
ing in 1998 from the Wassaic 
Developmental Center where 
he was a Therapy Aide.

Mr. Christiansen was a 
64-year lifetime member and 
Past Fire Chief of  the Wassaic 
Fire Company where he could 
still be found at the  firehouse 
daily.

Dick was a HUGE NY 
Mets fan and a one-time sea-
son ticket holder  #LFGM. 
He additionally enjoyed 
NASCAR and watching his 
favorite  driver, Jeff Gordon. 
Richard enjoyed trips to the 
area casinos and was  an avid 
Joker Poker player for many 

years.
In addition to his loving 

wife Patricia, Mr. 
Christiansen is 
survived by  son 
Richard M. Chris-
tiansen III (wife 
Tina) of Syracuse, 
New York, daugh-
ter  Carol Robert 
(husband Tony) of 
Amenia, son Mark 
Christiansen (wife 

Donna) of Dover Plains. He is 
also survived by sisters Patty 
Austin,  Alice Kreiling, Irene 
Christiansen and Peggy Mer-
cado; grandchildren  Mat-
thew Christiansen, Andrew 
Christiansen, Jeremy Robert, 
Shayne  Robert, Tyler Chris-
tiansen, Austin Christiansen, 
Jeremy Christiansen, Brandi 
Doyle and Ricky Christian-
sen; great grandchildren Joey, 
Logan, Alana, Annabelle and 
Leon.

He was predeceased by 
brothers Roy Christiansen, 
Robert Christiansen,  Ray-
mond Christiansen and a 
sister Joan Rockwood.

A graveside service will be 
held on Saturday April 22, at 
the Irondale Cemetery in Mil-
lerton, N.Y. at 11 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to the 
Dutchess County SPCA lo-
cated at 636 Violet Ave., Hyde 
Park, NY 12538

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.

Birthe Elizabeth Larsen

KENT — Birthe Elizabeth 
Larsen, age 81, fondly known 
as Elizabeth, passed away 
peacefully at home on April 
10, 2023, following a long ill-
ness. Born in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, on Aug. 21, 1941, 
Elizabeth was the daughter 
of Hans Peter Chistian Lars-
en and Karen Marie Kristine 
Jensen. 

Elizabeth is survived 
by her son Philip W. Shay, 
daughter Inge Marie Hankins, 
granddaughter Amber Rose 
Marie Purdy and her sister 
Inge Nielsen. Elizabeth was 
predeceased by her son Paul 
Eric who died shortly after 
birth in 1960.

Upon coming to New 
York City in 1962, Elizabeth 
worked various jobs in the 
garment district as well as a 
home care attendant.

After relocating to Con-
necticut in the early 1970’s 
her love of cooking led her 
to several local restaurants as 
a chef including The Boulders 
Inn, New Preston, The Bulls 
Bridge Inn, and the Fife and 
Drum in Kent. Elizabeth also 
ran a small catering business 
out of her home for many 
years. Later in life Elizabeth 
found her calling to nursing, 
and devoted her career to 
home care for the terminally 
ill. Elizabeth took loving care 
of many people in the local 
area including the mother of 
Henry Kissinger in the early 
1980’s.

Elizabeth cared deeply 
for her patients, and it often 
showed through the gourmet 
meals she would often pre-
pare not just for her patients, 
but also their entire families. 
Her devotion to comforting 

patients in their final stage of 
life was often not easy, but as 
a five-time cancer survivor 
herself, she was a fighter to 
the very end. Elizabeth loved 
and cared for many, and was 
loved and cared for in return. 
Elizabeth enjoyed many hob-
bies over the years, including 
needle point, crocheting, 
painting, and caring for her 
beloved outdoor gardens 
and houseplants. Elizabeth 
had a special fondness for 
the Christmas Cactus, and 
had a knack for helping them 
bloom when others could not. 
Elizabeth had many friends 
in the Northwest Corner and 
always enjoyed a good lunch. 
She loved meeting people and 
chatting with both old and 
new friends at her favorite 
establishment, The Woodland 
in Lakeville.

The family would like to 
acknowledge and thank the 
following, Dr. Peter Ander-
son, Kent Volunteer Ambu-
lance, Food Bank of Kent, 
the staff at Templeton Farms, 
The Jane Lloyd Fund, The 
Kent Community Fund, the 
people of The Town of Kent, 
especially the social workers 
who were of tremendous as-
sistance to Elizabeth and her 
family and all of her wonder-
ful close friends that helped 
her and looked in on her 
throughout the years.

There will be a grave side 
service May 20, 2023,  at 11 
.a.m at Flanders Cemetery in 
Kent CT. The family requests 
that in lieu of flowers, dona-
tions be made to Kent Vol-
unteer Ambulance, The Jane 
Lloyd Fund, Kent Commu-
nity Fund, American Cancer 
Society.

KENT — Roger Lee Lint-
ner, 82, a 12-year resident of 
Kent, formerly 
of Amenia, died 
peacefully on Fri-
day, April 7, 2023, 
at his home in 
Kent. Mr. Lintner 
was a supervisor at 
Taconic  Develop-
mental Disabilities 
Services Office 
in Wassaic for 33 
years, retiring in 1995.

Born on May 20, 1940, in 
Malone, New York, he was the 
son of the late Thomas and 
Mildred (Quilliam) Lintner. 
Besides his parents, he was 
predeceased by three broth-
ers, Thomas, Donald and Dar-
rell. He was a former member 
of the Amenia Lions Club in 
Amenia.

Roger is survived by five 

children: a son, Jamie and his 
wife, Kendra, of Hanover, New 

Hampshire, and four 
daughters, Megan 
and her husband, 
Keith, of Lugoff, 
South Carolina; 
Kara and her hus-
band, Eric, of Mil-
lerton; Ellen of Fort 
Covington, New 
York and Karen of 
Fort Covington, 

New York. In addition to his 
five children, he is survived 
by his former wife, Bonnie, 
of Vero Beach, Florida. He is 
also survived by a sister, Gloria 
of Rochester, New York, and 
two brothers, Paul of North 
Bangor, New York,  and Carl 
Lintner of Florida; eight 
grandchildren: Ruby, Vera, 
Hugh, Rachel, Lauren, Cole, 
Bryce and Sydnie.

While normally reserved, 
if Roger liked you, he would 
have plenty to say. After many 
years of working for the state, 
including the last 12 on the 
nightshift to accommodate 
the raising of his children, 
Roger retired early at 55. He 
enjoyed retirement, spending 
time around his home in Ame-
nia, mostly puttering, garden-
ing, and cooking BBQ on the 
back deck. Luckily, Roger was 
blessed with amazing neigh-
bors, Ned and Pat, who treated 
him and his kids like family. A 
loving thank you to the Ahearn 
family.

The little house in Amenia 
was its own community, with 
three young kids going in all 
directions, often accompanied 
by too many friends to count. 
In recent years, Roger was able 

to experience it all again, with 
the addition of grandchildren, 
and always there to offer ad-
vice when asked. The best part 
about living into your 80’s is 
watching the family grow, and 
the experiences that accom-
pany a long life.

Funeral services and burial 
will be private and at the con-
venience of the family. Me-
morial contributions may be 
made to the Amenia Lions 
Club, P.O. Box 472, Amenia, 
NY 12501.

Arrangements are under 
the direction of Hufcut Fu-
neral Home in Dover Plains. 
To send the family an online 
condolence, please visit www.
hufcutfuneralhome.com. For 
comments, or related info, 
email Jamie at jllintner@
yahoo.com

PHOTO BY SANDY RHOADES

Bear scare in Falls Village

The Rhoades family had an unwelcome visitor Saturday, 

April 15, in the form of a hungry bear, which broke in 

and helped itself from the refrigerator.

The following information 
was provided by the Dutchess 
County Sheriff’s Office as the 
Harlem Valley area activity re-
port for April 7-12.

April 8 — Deputies re-
sponded to Beilke Road in 
the Town of North East for a 
male/female verbal domestic 
over child custody. Matter 
investigated and concluded 
without further police inter-
vention.   

April 9 — Deputies re-
sponded to Charwill Drive 
in the Town of Stanford for 
a fraud complaint. Caller re-
ported unknown subject(s) 
gained access to her Paypal 
account and used her credit 
card to make purchases.  In-
vestigation ongoing.

If you have any information 
relative to the aforementioned 
cases or any other suspected 
criminal activity, please contact 
the Dutchess County Sheriff’s 
Office tip line at 845-605-CLUE 
(2583) or email  dcsotips@gmail.

com.  All information will be 
kept confidential.

All persons arrested and 
charged are alleged to have 
committed the crime and are 
presumed innocent until proven 
guilty and are to appear in local 
courts later.
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SPRING
POWER-UP

For Information, Contact J. Pawloski at (860) 927-0050     P.O. Box 425, Kent, CT 06757
Or, Visit Our Website: www.ctamachinery.com      A 501 (c) (3) Not For Profit Museum

This is CAMA’s 18Th AnnuAl spring power-up

Rain oR Shine

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

This 1,700 square foot cottage is tucked away near Hunns Lake. It was listed in Oc-

tober 2022 at $359,999, went to contract in December and closed for $330,000 in 

February 2023.

Recent property sales in the 

towns of Amenia and Stanford

The Millerton News will 
periodically publish a listing 
of residential real estate sales 
in eastern Dutchess County 
towns. Below is a listing of 
sales in the towns of Amenia 
and Stanford during Janu-
ary and February 2023. Most 
of these transactions had 

a signed contract between 
buyer and seller in late 2022; 
however, the sale was not 
completed until 2023. 

Like other towns in 
the northeast corner of 
Dutchess County, there are 
affordable homes and luxury 
properties.

Amenia, January and 

February 2023 

25 Lower Powder House 
Road for $335,000, 3 bed-
rooms, 1 bathroom, sold on 
Jan. 5

698 Butts Hollow Road 
for $270,000, 2 bedrooms, 
1.5 baths, sold on Jan. 24

263 Bog Hollow Road for 
$240,000, 4 bedrooms, 2 
baths, sold on Jan. 11

59 Westerly Ridge Drive 
for $1,325,000, 4 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths, sold on Jan. 11

399-401 Sinpatch Road 
in Wassaic for $260,000, 4 
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, sold on 
Jan. 12

3370 Route 343 for 
$350,000, 4 bedrooms, 2.5 
baths, sold on Feb. 3

Stanford, January 

 and February 2023

196 Mountain Road for 
$194,000, 4 bedrooms, 1 bath, 
sold on Feb. 4

26 Hunns Lake Place for 
$330,000, 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, 
sold on Feb. 3

729-731 Cold Spring Road 
for $1,625,000, 4 bedrooms, 3 
baths, sold on Feb. 22 

Town of Amenia and Stan-
ford residential sales closed 
between Jan. 1, 2023, and Feb. 
28, 2023, sourced from Mid-
Hudson MLS, and Dutchess 
County Real Property Tax 
Service Agency with detail 
on ownership from Dutchess 
Parcel Access. 

Compiled by Christine 
Bates, Real Estate Salesperson 
with William Pitt Sotheby’s In-
ternational Realty, Licensed in 
CT and NY.

Amenia Planning Board 

hears internal report 

on Troutbeck plans

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@lakevillejournal.com

AMENIA —  Responding 
to residents’ numerous con-
cerns voiced at public hear-
ings in connection with an ap-
plication filed and revised by 
Troutbeck for adaptive reuse, 
the board’s counsel and the 
board’s engineer reviewed re-
sults of their consideration of 
those concerns at the regular 
meeting of the planning board 
on Wednesday, April 12.

Planning board attorney 
Paul Van Cott and planning 
board engineer John Andrews 
spoke about each major im-
pact point raised by residents 
during the earlier hearings. 
Troutbeck’s plans seek to 
expand services at the hospi-
tality venue, although the re-
vised plans describe a smaller 
expansion than was initially 
envisioned.

For each of the topics of 
concern to residents, Van Cott 
and Andrews reported their 
findings that Troutbeck’s 
plans carry minimal or no 
adverse impact to the area.

The next step is for other 
entities such as Dutchess 

County officials and histori-
cal associations to provide 
their input. Once those state-
ments have been received, the 
planning board will consider 
and reach a decision on the 
project.

The detailed internal re-
port’s findings covered such 
topics as impact on surface 
water and populations of 
wildlife, septic design, and im-
pact on the land.  At present, 
only 8.5 acres of the 43-acre 
property are being used.

The supply of ground-
water is more than adequate 
for the project, Andrews re-
ported. Water that is taken 
out is returned at 85%. A ro-
bust sewage treatment plan 
is designed to replenish the 
ground water.

“As much as is being taken 
out is flowing back,” the engi-
neer said of the groundwater 
supply.

Habitat protection for resi-
dent wildlife will be assured 
by timing the construction for 
the colder weather months. 
Of concern are the popula-
tions of timber rattlesnakes, 
bats (New England and long-
eared), and bog turtles.

The applicant has submit-
ted a plan for stormwater 
management. There is no 
impact to the flood plain.

Planning board member 
Nina Peek asked about the 
phasing of the plantings to 
provide a vegetative screen-
ing buffer for neighbors.

“The proposed project is 
consistent with the town’s 
comprehensive plan and it 
poses no adverse impact while 
also being consistent with the 
existing landscape,” Van Cott 
said.

Planning board Chair-
man Robert Boyles asked 
about electric vehicle charg-
ing stations. Troutbeck owner 
Anthony Champalimaud re-
sponded that there is one sta-
tion available to guests now, 
and that more could be added 
as electric vehicles become 
more numerous.

Anticipating that the ad-
ditional comments requested 
from county and historical 
agencies will be received in 
the coming weeks, the plan-
ning board expects to discuss 
the project at its Wednesday, 
May 10, meeting.

PHOTO BY EMILY EDELMAN

Irene and Jack Banning on Saturday, April 15, at an event at the Stissing Center to 

name its main performance space Banning Hall in their honor.

The Stissing Center dedicates Banning Hall

By EMILY EDELMAN

emilye@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS —  “It mat-
ters what we do in small 
towns,” said Eileen Yajure, 
a member of the board of 
trustees of the Stissing Center 
(TSC) and one of the many at-
tendees who spoke at an event 
held at TSC on Saturday, April 
15, to recognize TSC found-
ers Jack and Irene Banning by 
renaming TSC’s main perfor-
mance space Banning Hall in 
their honor.

Featuring a three-course 
dinner and cocktail-hour 
hors d’oeuvres catered by 
neighboring French restau-
rant Champetre, the event 
attracted 112 attendees, in-
cluding Dutchess County 
Legislature Chairman Gregg 
Pulver (R-Pine Plains); As-
semblymember Didi Barrett 
(D-Dutchess/Columbia), 
whose swearing-in ceremony 
took place at TSC in Janu-
ary; and former governor 

Eliot Spitzer, who recently 
pledged $1 million in funding 
to TSC.

In his speech closing out 
the night, Jack Banning said, 
“The fact of the matter is that 
this was a group effort which 
involved dozens of people... In 
many ways, it is amazing what 
we accomplished, but it was 
as a team, and now we have 
to finish the project.”

The Bannings have raised 
over $7 million to date for the 
refurbishment of TSC, which, 
according to Executive Direc-
tor Brett Bernardini, is sched-
uled to close for at least nine 
months beginning in Sep-
tember for renovations that 
will include building out the 
downstairs space to accom-
modate a commercial kitchen; 
finishing the roof; adding an 
elevator complex to the back 
of the building; and renovat-
ing the third floor to be used 
as an art gallery and office 
space for other community 
nonprofits.

Webutuck school district board discusses budget vote, 

need for remedial reading program for students

By JUDITH 

O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

AMENIA —  The Webu-
tuck Central School District 
Board of Education met Mon-
day, April 10, in the Webutuck 
High School library to discuss 
the upcoming budget vote, 
student programs and other 
business.

The meeting began with 
Laura Marquis, curriculum, 
instruction and technology 
director, presenting on Wil-
son Just Words, a program for 
students in the fourth through 
12th grades who are decod-
ing and spelling below grade 
level. Several teachers called 
in expressing the need for the 
program. 

Marquis noted that Wil-
son is looking to partner with 
districts such as Webutuck 
to ensure that the effective-
ness of the program that has 
been achieved in urban areas 
translates to rural areas with 
lower economic status. The 
program would be available 
to the district at a lower-than-

normal cost, and could help to 
raise reading comprehension 
scores and vocabulary.

With the budget and board 
position election coming up 
in May, the board reviewed 
the adopted budget for 2023-
24, which totals $25,039,114 
with a tax levy of $16,973,699.

The proposed budget for 
2023-’24 is $25,972,698, a 3.7% 
budget-to-budget increase. 
The maximum tax cap allow-
able is 4.95%. The proposed 
tax cap is 3.95%. The proposed 
levy total is $17,644,160. The 
overview consists of salaries 
at $588,867; debt service/in-
ter-fund transfers at $279,199; 
a reduction of long-term debt 
payment of $343,862; and a 
bus BAN increase of $65,663.

Also included are employ-
ment benefits of $169,459; 
health benefits of $62,000; 
ERS/TRS/FICA of $42,458; 
Medicare reimbursements of 
$65,000; special education 
out-of -district placements of 
$51,982; $196,938 for BOCES; 
and a $5,200 transportation 
fuel increase.

Voters’ propositions in-

clude: approval for two 
65-passenger buses; an ap-
proval of the $10 million capi-
tal reserve account; and use of 
excess fund balance to fund 
capital reserve over a 10-year 
period and no requirement 
to fund every year or at all 
if excess fund balance is not 
available. Four board mem-
bers will be elected.

Kathryn Martyniak was 
appointed substitute teach-
ing assistant as of April 11 at a 
salary of $14.20 per hour; and 
approval was given for agree-
ments between Webutuck and 
Pawling Central School Dis-
trict and also Webutuck and 
Taconic Hills Central School 
District for health services.

There was a first reading 
of Policy 0115, which is being 
reviewed concerning student 
harassment and bullying pre-
vention, a complaint form for 
such, and intervention regula-
tions.

A reading of Policy 2340 
brought about an adoption 
of the policy which had to 
do with administration and a 
date for the evaluation of the 

superintendent, on Tuesday, 
April 25.

The annual public budget 
hearing is on Monday, May 

8, at 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 16 
is the annual school district 
budget vote, noon-9 p.m. in 
the high school gym.
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The Bank of Millbrook is serious about 
being the best place possible for your 

money. And, for one hundred consecutive 
quarters, Bauer Financial has ranked us a 
five-star banking institution.

Bauer has a reputation as the most 
trustworthy ratings institution there 

is. They don’t get paid for their ratings, and 
they don’t consult for the banks they rate.

And, while it’s nice to be recognized 
for how we do business, what we 

value most is your trust, and that is what 
we are working hard to keep for the next 
hundred quarters and beyond.

George T. Whalen III 
President

30 years of
five-star 
banking

3263 franklin avenue  millbrook
4958 route 22  amenia
2971 church street  pine plains  11 
hunns lake road  stanfordville 

bankofmillbrook.com
(845) 677-5321
MEMBER FDIC
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Second annual Y.O.U.R. Health fair at DCC

POUGHKEEPSIE —  The 
Dutchess County Department 
of Behavioral and Commu-
nity Health will hold its sec-
ond annual Y.O.U.R. (Young, 
Old, Urban, Rural) Health fair 
on Saturday, April 29, from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Dutchess 
County Community College’s 
Falcon Hall, 53 Pendell Road.

More than 75 exhibits and 
demonstrations will include 

the topics of pediatric, wom-
en’s and older adult health; 
mental health; resources for 
veterans; sexual health; physi-
cal activity and wellness; and 
emergency preparedness. 
Games, raffles and health-
related giveaways will also 
be part of the event. Interac-
tive experiences such as car 
seat and bike checks, student 
performances; and sensory-

friendly children’s games will 
be available.

The event is free and open 
to the public, and Dutchess 
County Public Transit will 
have free shuttles to the event 
from the Transit Hub on Mar-
ket Street, running continu-
ous loops from 10:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion about the fair, contact 
healthfair@dutchessny.gov
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From left: Dan Carr and Marleen Van Gulick with sons Orion, 4, and Oliver, 7.

From office to apiary

By MIKE COBB

Special to The Millerton News

FALLS VILLAGE, Conn. 
— When beekeeper Dan Carr 
talks about beekeeping in one 
of his courses, he typically 
covers the anatomy and social 
structure of honeybees as well 
as the basics of starting and 
managing a hive.  

With almost two decades 
of experience as a beekeeper, 
Carr has been teaching bee-
keeping courses for years at 
Stone Barns Center for Food 
and Agriculture in Westches-
ter, New York; at the Brook-
lyn Grange rooftop farm in 
New York City; and at his 
family farm, Beavertides Farm 
in Falls Village.

In one of his courses, he 
met Marleen Van Gulick, who 
had been keeping bees for a 
couple of years in a small gar-
den in New York City and en-
rolled in one of Carr’s courses 
to learn more. 

Van Gulick had been fer-
menting, baking, and growing 
vegetables in her landlord’s 
yard, while living in the city. 
She even learned pig butch-
ering while still being a veg-
etarian and was yearning for 
country life.

“A few years ago, I was 
working in an office in New 
York City, dreaming of more 
community, more freedom, 
eating great food that I’d grow 
and prepare, and of knowing 
how to take care of myself in a 
more natural setting,” she said.

Van Gulick was intrigued 
by how bee communities 
form, balance with the natu-
ral world, and by the art of 
managing a hive resulting in 
delicious, sweet honey. 

Van Gulick got more than 

a beekeeping education. She 
and Carr found a connec-
tion, and soon afterward, the 
couple made for the country 
and started Beavertides Farm, 
a sustainable livestock farm 
and apiary that  has pastures, 
woodlands and wetlands. 

“We had two baby boys, 
started with an apiary, raised 
chickens and ducks, and 
quickly expanded production 
with a herd of meat goats and 
grass fed beef cattle.

“We also managed an or-
chard that produced apples, 
pears, quince, peaches and 
much more,” Van Gulick said.

Today, Van Gulick and 
Carr focus on providing 100% 
grass-fed meat from sustain-
ably raised sheep and goats, 
honey and other bee-related 
products.

Beekeeping course
Starting in May, the couple 

will begin to teach a 10-session 
beekeeper training course, as 
well as a Newbees class for the 
youngest beekeepers.

Carr’s courses cover ev-
erything from installing a 
beehive, harvesting honey 
and preparing for winter. Stu-
dents are typically assigned 
to a hive to start and tend to-
gether with a course partner 
for the entire program. The 
course is designed so that 
participants feel comfortable 
enough to work a beehive by 
themselves by the end.

Students need to bring 
their own veil, beekeeping 
jacket or suit, a hive tool 
and smoker, and if desired, 
beekeeping gloves. Carr can 
recommend further gear after 
students sign up.

“Students learn about the 
connection between the bees 
and our pastures, about how 

our grazing practices offer 
opportunities for wildflow-
ers to flourish, and how that 
provides our bees with a di-
verse forage. They see the dif-
ferent blooms throughout the 
season; the fruit trees, dan-
delions, clover, vetch, birds-
foot trefoil, asters, goldenrod 
and more, and may be able to 
recognize those blooms in 
the flavor of the honey at the 
end of the season,” Van Gulick 
said.

“If there is anything to 
learn from a colony of hon-
eybees, it is the importance 
of community, of connec-
tion, and being in tune with 
the seasons. We try to mimic 
these lessons within our bee-
keeping course and our farm 
as a whole,” she added. 

In addition, Beavertides 
Farm offers events, includ-
ing farm tours, sharing their 
knowledge of beekeeping, an-
imal husbandry and sustain-
able living. They even have 
a small cabin in the woods 
where campers can stay the 
night, visit the farm, and cook 
farm products on an old fash-
ioned wood stove. 

Beavertides Farm sells its 
meat in New York City, in 
northwestern Connecticut 
and directly from the farm. 

For more information, 
see: beavertidesfarm.com or 
follow them on Instagram @
beavertidesfarm.

Town of North East 

makes progress on Town 

Hall, wastewater district

By EMILY EDELMAN

emilye@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON —  The ma-
jority of the Thursday, April 
13, meeting of the North East 
Town Board involved prog-
ress on two major issues: the 
purchase of a new Town Hall 
and the formation of a waste-
water district.

The town is under con-
tract to purchase the former 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses at 5603 Route 22 
to replace the current Town 
Hall. Town attorney Warren 
Replansky said that, while 
the process is moving along 
quickly, there are “a couple 
of loose ends” that the town 
needs to deal with, one being 
that the building is located in 
the town’s R3A district, which 
doesn’t permit a town hall. 

“As a matter of fact, there’s 
not a district in the town in 
which a town hall is a permit-
ted use; it’s one of the defi-
ciencies in our zoning law,” 
said Replansky.

In order to use the build-
ing as a town hall, the town 
conducted what is known 
as a Monroe balancing test, 
which states that a municipal-
ity must consider certain fac-
tors when deciding in favor 
of a project that goes against 
current zoning laws in order 

to determine if it is in the mu-
nicipality’s interest.

In accordance with the 
State Environmental Quality 
Review Act (SEQR), the town 
reviewed an environmental 
assessment form and verified 
that the purchase of the prop-
erty will not have an adverse 
environmental impact.

Replansky confirmed that 
the conversion of the new 
town hall premises will be 
overseen by town officials 
with the plans being fully vet-
ted by town officials, boards 
and citizens.

Replansky had prepared a 
resolution adopting the Mon-
roe balancing test determina-
tion, which was accepted by 
the board. “I think the pur-
chase of this property for the 
Town Hall is a ten-strike for 
the town of North East,” said 
Town Supervisor Chris Ken-
nan.

Kennan then moved on 
to the subject of the forma-
tion of a wastewater district, 
which the town must achieve 
in order to move forward on 
fundraising for building a 
sewer system. 

Replansky reminded the 
board of the public informa-
tion meeting held March 29 
at the NorthEast-Millerton 
Library Annex, at which he 
discussed the two processes 

by which a district can be es-
tablished.

On Replansky’s recom-
mendation, the board decided 
to use the petition method, in 
which a petition is presented 
to the town by the property 
owners within the proposed 
district who represent at least 
50% of the assessed value of 
the district.

With the board’s approval, 
Replansky will draw up a pe-
tition on behalf of the town 
to be presented to the prop-
erty owners in the district for 
their signatures, which would 
then be presented to the town 
board to proceed with a pub-
lic hearing.

Replansky said he will have 
a draft petition ready by Mon-
day, April 24, and at a special 
meeting of the board on that 
night, he will present the peti-
tion to the board as well as a 
resolution to formally adopt 
the “Map, Plan and Report” 
drawn up last year by engi-
neering firm Tighe and Bond. 
The board will circulate the 
petition among the property 
owners and can then go about 
creating the district.

“I want to move forward as 
quickly as we can on this,” said 
Kennan, “because we have an 
enormous amount of work to 
do after the formation of the 
district.”

Land conservancy receives 

state grant for $750,000

By DEBRA A.  

ALEKISINAS

Special to The Millerton News

KENT, Conn. — Farms 
and land trusts in the region 
seeking to increase climate 
resiliency will have an oppor-
tunity to receive professional 
support through a $750,000 
state grant that has been 
awarded to the nonprofit 
Northwest Connecticut Land 
Conservancy (NCLC).

NCLC, the state’s largest 
land trust working with the 
communities of Litchfield and 
northern Fairfield counties, 
was one of only 12 organiza-
tions statewide to receive a 
grant from the Connecticut 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Climate-Smart Agriculture 
and Forestry Grant Program.

The state allocated $7 
million for the initiative in 
a highly competitive process 
that drew 78 applications 
seeking more than $55 mil-
lion in grant funds.

“We are very grateful that 
the state has allocated this 
funding to climate-smart 
investments. That demon-
strates how much need there 
is in our farming community,” 
said NCLC Executive Direc-
tor Catherine Rawson.

Rawson said the grant will 
fund climate-smart agricul-
tural assessments by the non-
profit Berkshire Agricultural 
Ventures of Great Barrington, 
Massachusetts, as well as pro-
vide direct funding for proj-
ects and farmland improve-

ments that will help working 
lands in the region become 
more resilient in the face of a 
changing climate.

“Climate-smart agricul-
tural practices include those 
that will help our local farms 
become more energy efficient, 
adapt to extreme weather 
events, improve water qual-
ity and reduce water use, and 
extend growing seasons,” she 
explained.

Examples of projects that 
qualify under the grant in-
clude the installation of high 
tunnels to extend the grow-
ing season, the use of cover 
crops to improve soil health, 
stream corridor buffer plant-
ings to improve water qual-
ity and control, and address 
the spread of invasive plant 
species.

“The funds can also be used 
to install solar panels on ex-
isting farm buildings to help 
offset onsite energy use and 
costs,” said Rawson.

As part of NCLC’s state 
grant application, the regional 
conservation organization 
sought input from about 25 
land trust partners through-
out the region who reached 
out to farmland owners in 
their communities to gauge 
interest in the program. As a 
result, roughly a half dozen 
projects were forwarded to 
the state as examples of the 
need.

This is the first time the 
state has had a grant program 
specifically targeting climate-
smart agricultural practices, 

said Rawson, who noted that 
she hopes it will not be the 
last.

Public Act 22-118, passed 
during the 2022 legislative 
session, allocated $14 million 
to the Connecticut Depart-
ment of Agriculture to sup-
port Climate Smart Agricul-
ture production and practices. 
The first $7 million was dis-
tributed for climate smart 
practices, with the additional 
$7 million coming available 
for farmland restoration and 
climate resiliency projects in 
the near future.

 On March 30, Lt. Gov. 
Susan Bysiewicz, Agricul-
ture Commissioner Bryan P. 
Hurlburt and DEEP Deputy 
Commissioner Mason Trum-
ble concluded Climate Action 
Week with the announcement 
of the 12 grant recipients.

Hurlburt noted that the 
vigorous response demon-
strates a “clear desire by the 
industry to make change and 
the structure of the grant 
program allowed us to touch 
more than just the 12 recipi-
ent organizations, as many 
applied on behalf of a collec-
tive or will distribute funds 
through their own award 
process.”

Rawson said farms inter-
ested in seeking assistance 
will be able to apply later this 
year when NCLC opens the 
application process. The pro-
gram is limited to applicants 
in NCLC’s service area as well 
as Sherman, Newtown and 
Brookfield.
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SPORTS

Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
1. Dylan and Marley are two
5. Makes healthy
10 � e Who’s “O’Riley”
14. Side sheltered from wind
15. Flat-bottomed sailboats
16. Egyptian supreme god
17. Advice
18. Mass of small, loose stones
19. Online learning services 

provider
20. “Lords” in Northwest 

Semitic languages
22. Of she
23. A place to relax
24. Critical and mocking
27. Consumed
30. You get one in summer
31. Bath
32. Luxury automaker
35. Spiders spin one
37. Guy (slang)
38. Greek personi� cation of 

Earth
39. Large instruments
40. Domestic cattle genus
41. Appetizer
42. Oil group
43. Where to put groceries
44. Speak incessantly
45. Popular color
46. A place to sleep
47. Make fun of
48. Former CIA
49. Salts
52. Bleated
55. Never sleeps
56. Sword
60. Water (Spanish)
61. Cyprinids
63. “Dark Knight” actor 

Christian
64. Fictional demon
65. Old World lizard
66. � e content of cognition
67. Makes a mistake
68. A way to make wet
69. Tide

CLUES DOWN
1. One-liner
2. Evergreen genus
3. College in Rome
4. Prevents from seeing
5. Cycles/second
6. Mischievous child
7. Less common
8. Honorably retired
9. Midway between south and 

southeast

10. A confusion of voices and 
other sounds

11. Bony � sh genus
12. Type of pear
13. Egyptian cross
21. Satis� es
23. Founder of Babism
25. Bar bill
26. Chicago ballplayer
27. Performer
28. Hairpiece
29. Partner to � owed
32. Aircra�  formation
33. You have 3 per day
34. Goes into
36. College athletic organization
37. Wet, muddy ground
38. Talk
40. Witty conversation
41. Gurus
43. “French Price of __ Air”
44. Sports equipment
46. Try to get
47. Flower cluster

April 13 Solution

April 13 Solution

Sudoku

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

49. Sea dwellers
50. Palmlike subtropical 

plant
51. Polio vaccine developer
52. Baseball’s Ruth
53. Gelatinous substance
54. Hungarian violinist 

Leopold
57. O� ered
58. Ancient Greek City
59. A way to derive
61. Touch lightly
62. Witnessed

Noble
HORIZONS

PHOTO SUBMITTED

The Pine Plains Bombers varsity baseball team on  their trip to Baseball City in 

Tampa, Florida. 

Pine Plains Bombers visit 

spring training in Florida

Fore!

By JUDITH 

O’HARA BALFE

judithb@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS —  The Pine 
Plains Bombers varsity base-
ball team is back from a spring 
trip to Baseball City in Tampa, 
Florida, and is ready to make 
a great season. 

The Stissing High School 
members, in the ninth 
through 12th grades, have 

just started the 2023 season. 
If their spring break trip was 
any kind of an omen, it was 
a good one, because all 17 
young men enjoyed visiting 
Baseball City, playing scrim-
mages against other baseball 
teams from up and down the 
East Coast. 

They also got to watch 
some college baseball, and 
they thoroughly enjoyed all 
that their beach resort had to 

offer.
Coach Steve Huber re-

ported that they played well 
and hard, had some fun times, 
and were very grateful to the 
donors, all local businesses 
and folks, over 100 of them, 
who made the trip cost-free 
for them. 

As of Tuesday, April 17, the 
team stands at 2-2.

The trip was paid for by 
local sponsors.

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

Anticipating the start of the 2023 Webutuck Little League season, local coaching per-

sonnel gathered the young ballplayers sporting the season’s new jerseys for a group 

photo on Saturday, April 15, at Beekman Park in Amenia. 

Webutuck Little League 

is a home team to root, 

root, root for

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@lakevillejournal.com

AMENIA —  Opening 
day for the Webutuck Little 
League on Saturday, April 15, 
brought out young ballplayers 
in their new official jerseys 
and their families. A noon-
hour parade carried coaches 
and team members through 
the Amenia town center and 
on to Beekman Park to enjoy 
a rally atmosphere and fun 
activities.

The 2023 season will see 
games played at Amenia’s 
Beekman Park and Miller-
ton’s Eddie Collins Memorial 
Park. Games will be played 
at both locations through-
out the season, scheduled to 
begin on Saturday, April 22, 
with the first games at Beek-
man Park.

Months of effort by Mil-
lerton town crews and local 
businesses have prepared the 
ballfield at Eddie Collins Me-
morial Park to host a number 
of this season’s games. New 
clay has been provided for the 
infield and repairs have been 
made to the dugout. Con-

tributing to the revitalization 
were the Village of Millerton 
Public Works Department; 
Townscape of Millerton and 
Northeast; DJ Reilly General 
Maintenance, whose owner 
also serves as president of 
the Little League organiza-
tion; and Northwest Lawn 
and Landscaping.

For the ceremony at Beek-
man Park, players and coaches 
lined up along the base lines of 
the baseball diamond to thank 
the business sponsors of the 
season; listen to the national 
anthem; hear the players 
and coaches recite the Little 
League pledge, a step done 
with obvious pride; and to 
catch the inspiring words of 
Senior Coach John Lamb.

Lamb addressed the gath-
ering wearing his No. 24 
uniform, honoring his years 
of professional play for the 
Pittsburgh Pirates as a right-
handed pitcher. Today, he 
provides coaching and advice 
to local young players, and he 
had much of value to share.

“Baseball is the greatest 
game in the world,” Lamb 
told the crowd, as part of his 

season opening pep talk. The 
message clearly came across 
to the rapt young listeners.

The family of Noah 
Thompson was invited to 
speak, providing a touching 
remembrance of their son and 
sibling who died in February 
at the age of 17 as the result of 
an accident in Millerton. His 
mother spoke of the impor-
tance of the Webutuck Little 
League program in influenc-
ing Noah’s life growing up. 
His experience as a young 
player paved the way toward 
his playing varsity baseball at 
Webutuck High School, she 
said.

“He will be forever 17,” she 
said, noting that this year’s 
jerseys carry a remembrance 
and she shared her feeling that 
Noah will be cheering on the 
Webutuck Little League play-
ers throughout their season. A 
memorial bench in his honor 
is being planned for installa-
tion at Beekman Park.

More information 
is available by emailing 
webutucklittleleague@gmail.
com and at facebook.com/
WebutuckLittleLeague

Trinity Pawling School’s 

(TP) varsity golf team 

competed against four 

area schools at the 

Hotchkiss Quad Match 

in Lakeville, Conn., on 

Saturday, April 15. TP 

finished in fourth place 

with an aggregate score 

of 215. The Pride were led 

by Owen Rabituille, right, 

who shot 40 on the par 35 

course. Matt Yamin, be-

low, finished one stroke 

behind with a score of 41 

for TP. Brunswick School 

placed first in the meet 

with an overall score of 

187. Salisbury School fin-

ished two strokes behind 

at 189. The Hotchkiss 

School placed third with 

a score of 195 and Canter-

bury School rounded out 

the day at 222.

PHOTOS BY RILEY KLEIN
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Do you have a family member 

or friend in the military 

who would be interested 

in the news from home?

Remember
The Lakeville Journal 

Company offers free online 

subscriptions to our website, 

tricornernews.com, for active 

duty military personnel from 

the Tri-state region. 

For more information or 

to set up a subscription, 

contact Sandra Lang at 

circulation@ 

lakevillejournal.com or  

860-435-9873, ext. 301.

With thanks 

to those who serve.

Support local journalism  
in your community.

Please donate to The Lakeville Journal  
and The Millerton News at  

LakevilleJournalFoundation.org/donate
or by mail

PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039
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Drive a little, save a lot!

Uplifting Comfort
POWER LIFT  
RECLINERS

Find your size.
Find your style.
Find your price.

FREE DELIVERY

Priced from $799
SHOP DAILY 10 TO 5

371 Norfolk Road, Rte. 44, East Canaan, CT 06024
(860) 824-9883 • oldefarmsfurniture.com
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THE NEWS 
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to you
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Subscribe Today
You’ll never miss vital reporting with a subscription to your community news source.

Subscribe to either The Lakeville Journal or The Millerton News and gain free access  
to all the newsfrom both newspapers at www.tricornernews.com. 

Or, you can opt to only subscribe digitally. Your news, your way. 

Just $82 annually
Simply go to www.tricornernews.com/subscriptions  

and select your preferred subscription. 
Or, call 860-435-9873 x303 or email circulation@lakevillejournal.com

TriCornerNews.com
860-435-9873 • 64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031

2022 marks the 125th anniversary of The Lakeville Journal. 
The first issue was August 14, 1897; William McKinley was President.  

Spanning three centuries, The Lakeville Journal has been an enduring witness  
to events in northwest Connecticut and adjoining New York towns. 

125 years later The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News  
continue to report the news that matters to you. And now, as a non-profit,  

we will preserve the tradition of grass-roots reporting and also 
expand our coverage and dig deeper on all things vital to town life.

An Essential Resource
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Kristin Sherwood was the first female to cross the fin-

ish line at 3 hours, 38 minutes and 11 seconds. A board 

member of EDRRC, she has qualified for next year’s 

Boston Marathon.

ful but challenging. “It was a 
little humid,” he said, and he 
might do it again.

Kristin Sherwood was the 
first woman in at 3:38:11. This 
was her second year running 
in the marathon. Sherwood, 
from Poughkeepsie, is the 
entertainment director of 
EDRRC. Asked if she will par-
ticipate next year, she said it 
depends on whether the dates 
coincide with the date of the 
Boston Marathon, which she 
has qualified for. 

The course is mostly over 
paved roads, although there 
are some packed dirt roads 
as well. As mentioned by the 
runners, there are lots of hills, 
but there are water stations 
along the way, and more 
than 30 volunteers work to 
keep things safe and running 
smoothly, including the Mill-
brook Fire Department, the 
Dutchess County Sheriff’s 
Office, and the Millbrook 
Village Police Department.

Finishing the race includ-
ed running under the arch, 
much applause and cheering, 
as well as cold water and vari-
ous snacks, and sharing notes 
with other runners.

From left: second-place finisher Matt Decker, fourth-place finisher Jeff Kramer, 

first-place finisher Casey Smith, Eastern Dutchess Road Runners Club President 

John Morris, and third-place finisher Justin DePierro gather under the winners 

arch at the Millbrook Marathon on Sunday, April 16.

has terminated its historic 
contributions to police cover-
age. Expenditures are forecast 
to increase for the highway 
department by $28,000 with 
the addition of a full-time su-
perintendent, and by $9,000 
for employee benefits to total 
$55,000.

After closing the tax cap 
gap, the trustees discussed 
whether to pass Proposed 
Local Law A of 2023, which 
would allow the village to ex-
ceed the state calculated tax 
cap. The trustees felt com-
fortable that the cap would 
not be exceeded and wanted 
taxpayers to know it was the 
trustees’ intention to stay be-
low the arbitrary limit. 

Next year, anticipated vil-

lage property taxes will rise 
to $456,000, an increase of 
2.9% over last year’s taxes. No 
trustee was willing to make a 
motion to vote on the Local 
Law A and it was rescinded. 
Typically, these laws are 
passed as safety nets in the 
event that the final budget 
does go over the tax cap. 

The $305,000 budget for 
the water district was also ap-
proved at the meeting. The 
cost of the water system is 
completely covered by the 
quarterly flat fees that town 
and village residents pay for 
municipal water. Expenses 
include allocated salaries and 
benefits, utilities, chemicals, 
testing, repairs to water line 
breaks, and interest.

The board then went into 
executive session with only 
the mysterious man men-
tioned above remaining in 
the room with the trustees. 
The identity of Joseph Olenik 
was revealed when the trust-
ees returned to announce 
the hiring of a chief of police 
(COP) to supervise the Mil-
lerton Police Department. 

The village police have re-
mained on paid leave since 
March 28 when the village 
trustees followed the recom-
mendation made in the vil-
lage police department study 
to hire a qualified COP to su-
pervise the department and 
to suspend activities until a 
chief could be found. 

Olenik will be hired at a 
salary of $25,000 per year 
and is expected to work about 
20 hours a week. The mayor 
of Millerton, Jen Najdek, 
expects Olenik to officially 
start once there is final ap-
proval from the Department 

of Criminal Justice and Civil 
Service. 

Najdek later explained 
to The Millerton News that 
Olenik had reached out to 
her about the position after 
hearing about the Millerton 
police study.

On Monday, April 17, the 
board met briefly to extend 
the paid administrative leave 
of two part-time Millerton 
police officers, Erik Breen 
and Michael Veeder, until 
the end of the month. 

The trustees expect Ole-
nik will be officially approved 
by all authorities to become 
Millerton’s chief of police and 
will begin supervising the de-
partment by Monday, May 1. 
Breen and Veeder will receive 
pay based on their average 
work hours per week for the 
last three months they have 
reported for duty.

One of the two Millerton police cars that has 

been parked at the North East Ford dealership 

after repair. The car is waiting until the police 

to return to work, which should happen as 

soon as the new police chief takes charge.

Email news and  

photos to editor@

millertonnews.com
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Send press releases
 to compass@ 

lakevillejournal.com. 

Po-Town Up & Down A Lust For Life

At The 
MoviesWHDD AM 1020  

Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5  
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, Columbia County, 

Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7  
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

Contribute to your  
local arts section
Seeking writers with knowledge of 
classical music or theater. Send a 
short cover letter and a sample of your 
writing to alexw@lakevillejournal.com

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS

FRI 04/21 > THU 04/27 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

RETURN TO SEOUL

AIR  I  MAFIA MAMMA TRIVIA 
NIGHT
Tue. 4/25

7-9 PM

PALM TREES & POWER LINES

SUPER MARIO BROTHERS

APRIL 23, 1 PM

NT LIVE
OTHELLO

Thu. 4/27
7 PM

354 Main St. Winsted, CT 06098
1-860-379-5108 • www.gilsoncafecinema.com

Doors open at 1 p.m. • 21 Years & Older

Now 
Showing

4/21, 22, 27, 28
7:00 pm
“AIR” R

“MAFIA MAMMA” R
LIVE JAZZ SUNDAY 4/23  

Doors open at 1pm
Peter McEachern, trombone • Kris Jenson, Sax

Larry Ham, piano • Dave Santoro, bass  
Tom Melito, Drums

Limited seating, advance tickets on our website

I Love You, Get Away From Me!

Sharon Playhouse in 
Sharon, Conn., will pres-
ent two performances 
of “I Love You, Get Away 
From Me!” in The Bok 
Theater on Thursdays, 
April 20 and 27, at 7:30 
p.m. A comedy about 
three generations grow-
ing up — a widow at 75, 
an empty nester divorcée 
at 50, and a young son 
at 23 — as performed by 
Dena Blizzard, who has 
toured her Off-Broad-
way shows, “One Funny 
Mother” and “My Name 
is NOT Mom”, across 75 
cities throughout North 
America through No-
vember 2022. For tickets 
go to www.sharonplay-
house.org

ART: ALEXANDER WILBURN ART: ALEXANDER WILBURN

Eveready Covid by Onaje Benjamin
PHOTOS COURTESY THE ARTIST

Gentrification

Algerian Night Club 
by Robert Andrew Parker

COURTESY OF WASHINGTON ART ASSOCIATION

It is a well-trodden an-
ecdote that Vincent 
van Gogh, the most 

popular and cherished 
artist of the modern age, 
couldn’t sell his work. 
Proportionally, Robert 
Andrew Parker may 
face a similar problem, 
but only because there 
is so much of his work 
to sell. Turning 95 this 
year, the prolific painter 
who has long resided in 
West Cornwall, Conn., is 
undoubtedly one of the 
most beloved Litchfield 
County artists. A visit to 
his rural studio reveals 
a boundless supply of 
watercolor paintings, 
piled and stacked and 
waiting to be uncov-
ered, along with books, 
cards, sculptures, and his 
model dog-fighter planes 
suspended by wire, soar-
ing from the rafters. 

Opening on Saturday, 
April 29 at The Washing-
ton Art Association in 
Washington, Conn., is a 
mighty retrospective of 
his paintings and litho-
graphs, along with a 95th 
birthday celebration 
and artist’s reception on 
Saturday, May 14.

Parker's masterful 
illustrations render 
scenes of wartime aerial 
combat, foreign travel, 
sultry women, silent-pic-

ture stars, parrots, and 
pet dogs, all curled, 
slanted and exaggerated, 
awash in a soak of poppy 
pastels. His work is in 
the collections of MoMA, 
The Metropolitan Muse-
um of Art, and The Whit-
ney, but at 28 years old, 
and employed as a high 
school art teacher, he 
took the chance to play 
van Gogh — well, his 
hands at least. He was 
selected to fly to Arles, 
France by MGM to create 
van Gogh reproductions 
for the 1956 biographi-
cal film “Lust For Life,” 
starring Kirk Douglas 
as the Dutch painter 
and directed by Vincen-
te Minnelli, known for 
his movie musicals like 
“Meet Me in St. Louis” 
and “Gigi.”

In his account for Art-
net of his brief film ca-
reer, Parker recalls little 
fondness, but concludes, 
“I learned a lot copying 
van Gogh's work and of 
course I greatly admired 
him. He took more risks 
with color than anyone 
before him. Once, at 
Ecole Emile Loubet, I 
copied his drawing of an 
old man with his head 
in his hands called “At 
Eternity's Gate” that so 
moved me I had tears in 
my eyes.”

Before the Eyewit-
ness News, there 
is the eyewitness 

account — if we are 
observers of our com-
munities, if we keep our 
heads up while walking 
our streets, the sociologi-
cal and economic stories 

of change and struggle 
will unfold before us. The 
human details that re-
veal these stories at play 
are waiting to be seen. 
Onaje Benjamin’s camera 
is the watchful eye of 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. In a 
new show on the second 

floor of Kent Art Asso-
ciation in Kent, Conn., 
Benjamin’s monochrome 
street photography 
depicts the anatomy of 
a city as colorful as New 
York, worn down but 
alive in its conflict, hard-
ship, activism, and joy.

Little ironies are glim-
mers of humor peeking 
through the indignities 
of existence. In “Gen-
trification,” a transient 
cyclist hauling garbage 
bags of cans wheels by 
a for-profit hair school 
that’s sprouted, fun-
gus-like, in the defunct 
carcass of a Classical 
Revival bank building. 
In “Band of Brothers,” 
two middle-aged Black 
soldiers, furrowed brows 
and cigarettes sparking 
between their fingers, 
slump on a front stoop, 
while a lawn figurine 
of a saluting marine is 
chained like a bicycle to 
a porch post — they're 
wary of what can be 
stolen. The neon lights of 
the retro chrome diner, 
gleaming across a dark 
winter sky like an Amer-
icana "Nighthawks," may 
beckon you in, while the 
COVID-precautionary 
plastic bubbles keep cus-
tomers eating outside. 
A faceless mannequin 
in a kitschy storefront 
finds its outfit du jour 
in a Black Lives Matter 
sweatshirt, soon to be 
swapped out.

Benjamin's photogra-
phy is a stance against 
the erasure of working 
class dignity, of historic 
neighborhood character, 
and the distinct Black 
culture of urban Upstate 
New York.
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Ann Leary
Book Signing

Author Ann Leary will 
sign copies of her new 
book “The Foundling” at 
The Hickory Stick Book-
shop in Washington, 
Conn.,  on Saturday April 
29, at 1 p.m.  This signing  
will take place as part of 
Independent Bookstore 
Day at The Hickory Stick. 
Ann Leary is the New 
York Times bestselling 
author of the novels “The 
Children,” “The Good 
House,” “Outtakes From 
A Marriage” and the 
memoir “An Innocent, A 
Broad.” This event is free 
and open to the public.

Hotchkiss Philharmonic

The Hotchkiss Philharmonic Orchestra at The 
Hotchkiss School in Lakeville, Conn., will presents 
their final performance of the season on Saturday, 
April 22, at 7:30 p.m., with Slovenian guest clarinetist 
Darko Brlek, and conductor Fabio Witkowski.  This 
concert will include Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto in A 
Major, K.622, Khachaturian’s Adagio from Spartacus, 
and Lorenzo Fernandez’ Batuque. The concert is free 
to the public in the Katherine M. Elfers Hall. 

Jazz Night at The American Mural Project

The American Mural Project in Winsted, Conn., 
will present Ed Fast & Conga Bop in “Rumbafied!” the 
second event in the Live @ AMP music performance 
series on Saturday, May 13 at 8 p.m., with a night of 
Afro-Cuban-inspired jazz and dance. The American 
Mural Project will be open an hour before the event 
for guests to explore the five-story high mural. For 
tickets go to www.americanmuralproject.org/live.

Final Crescendo Concerts

Crescendo will present its final concert series of 
the season, “In Search of Bridges,” on Friday, April 28, 
at 7:30 p.m. at Trinity Church in Lakeville, Conn., and 
Sunday, April 30 at 4:30 p.m. at Saint James Place in 
Great Barrington, Mass. The repertoires include the 
premiere of a composition commissioned by Cre-
scendo: “In Search of the Bridges,” a four-movement 
work by composer John Myers. For tickets go to www.
crescendomusic.org.

Tea & Talk on Edie Sedgwick 

Art historian and author Alice Sedgwick Wohl 
will speak at Ventfort Hall Mansion and Gilded Age 
Museum in Lenox, Mass., on Saturday, April 22, at 4 
p.m., as part of the “Tea & Talk” series to discuss her 
memoir "As It Turns Out," about her younger sister, 
Pop Art icon Edie Sedgwick through the lens of the 
art of Andy Warhol. For tickets and reservations go 
to www.gildedage.org.

Cut to Length No. 1 by Janis Stemmermann
COURTESY OF FURNACE ART ON PAPER ARCHIVE

Two Openings at Furnace

Furnace - Art on Paper Archive in Falls Village, 
Conn., will open two shows on Saturday, April 29. In 
the main gallery will be “Cut to Length,” with prints 
by Janis Stemmermann, and in the Vault Project 
Space will be “Hills, Trees, and Others” with graphic 
ink on paper landscapes by Jimbo Blachly.

FILM: ALEXANDER WILBURN

THEATER: ALEXANDER WILBURN

PHOTO COURTESY OF RIJKSMUSEUM/KELLY SCHENK

Installation of the Vermeer exhibition at The Rijksmuseum.

COURTESY PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE

Downward Dog
It’s few shows that 

would open with the 
murder of a beloved 

pet — or hitch their 
narrative to solving the 
mystery of who skew-
ered the neighborhood 
pooch with a garden fork 
like an appetizer — but 
that's what kicks off “The 
Curious Incident of The 
Dog in The Night-Time,” 
opening at The Warner 
Theatre in Torrington, 
Conn., on Saturday, April 
29. Falsely accused after 
being found at the scene 
of the punctured poodle, 
15-year-old mathemat-

ics prodigy Christopher 
becomes an unlikely 
detective while attempt-
ing to solve a problem he 
can’t add up: what makes 
other people tick? Falling 
on an unspecified spot 
on the autistic spectrum, 
Christopher confines 
himself to a pre-calcu-
lated world of his own 
making, an equation for 
living that shuns social 
situations and shatters 
upon disturbance. 

Based on the novel 
by English author Mark 
Haddon, “The Curious 
Incident” was adapted 
by Simon Stephens and 
won the Olivier Award 
for Best New Play in 2013 
for its West End theater 
run and won the 2015 
Tony Award for Best Play 
when it made its way to 
Broadway. In translating 
Haddon’s first-person 
narrative to the stage 
the production becomes 
a play-within-a-play, as 
Christopher’s teacher 
reads aloud an essay re-
counting his experienc-
es. An ensemble remains 
on stage for the dura-
tion, whizzing through 
multiple roles to take on 
the many players who 
are repelled, confused, 
or concerned for Chris-
topher, and occasionally 
try to understand him.

For tickets go to www.
warnertheatre.org.

The Rarest Milkmaids and Pearls

‘Paris Syndrome” 
was first coined 
by a Japanese 

psychologist in the 1980s 
to label the particu-
lar ennui — or rather, 
kanashimi — that tour-
ists from The Land of 
the Rising Sun suffered 
upon discovering that 
Paris was not a romantic 
fantasia but a real-life 
metropolis spoiled by 
garbage, pickpockets 
and noisy crowds. In 
2006, the BBC even 
mistakenly reported that 
the Japanese Embassy 
had set up a hotline for 
depressed victims of 
Paris Syndrome. Like 
being un touriste, seeing 
da Vinci’s “Mona Lisa” in 
The Louvre is said to be 
its own disappointment: 
a little painting swarmed 
by photography. 

I personally wouldn't 
mind manning a hot-
line for the select few 
who have made it into 
The Rijksmuseum in 
Amsterdam this year 
and seen “Girl With A 
Pearl Earring” in per-
son. It would be hard to 
imagine they would feel 
let down. Tickets for the 
national museum of The 
Netherland’s exhibition 
on Johannes Vermeer, 
which opened in Febru-

ary and closes in June, 
are completely, defini-
tively, sold out, making 
this exceptional retro-
spective even more ex-
ceptional. With a collec-
tion that presents 28 of 
the 37 known paintings 
by Vermeer, with loans 
from institutions that 
include The Frick in New 
York City, The National 
Gallery in London, and 
The Louvre, this rare and 
extraordinary exhibit is a 

once-in-a-lifetime sight… 
or perhaps, a not-in-this-
lifetime sight. 

For the rest of us, 
there’s “Exhibition On 
Screen,” a documentary 
series that has brought 
audiences as close to the 
paint as possible, minus 
the museum ticket stub. 
“Vermeer: The Blockbust-
er Exhibition,” directed 
by David Bickerstaff, is a 
guided tour with expert 
analysis through The 
Rijksmuseum, contem-
plating the precise details 

that lend magic to the 
scenes of daily life in 
Delft — the rippling folds 
of satin dresses, stain-
glass windows bouncing 
glow and shadow on 
white-washed walls, the 
milky smudge that adds 
weight to a perfect pearl, 
and those grand skylines 
of animated, cumulus 
clouds. Even if we’re not 
in Amsterdam, it is tulip 
season.

At The Moviehouse in 
Millerton, N.Y. on Sunday, 
April 23 at 1 p.m.
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jewelers, gemologists, appraisers

— Five Generat ions of Expertise —

With a global network of  clients McTeigue & Co. is able to pay highly 
competitive prices for your diamonds and precious jewelry. If  you have pieces that 

you are considering selling please contact us to arrange for a consultation. 

— By Appointment Only  —

413-449-5275  •  mctandco.com  •  great barrington

BUYING GOLD, DIAMONDS
& ESTATE JEWELRY

est. 1895

EXPERT EVALUATIONS WHILE YOU WAIT  •  COMPETITIVE PRICES

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT  •  NO COST OR OBLIGATION

Realtor® at Large
Recently I found an interesting 
site where private property 
owners rent out their pools by 
the hour, which really caught 
my attention as something 
unique and fun. � e site is 
swimply.com and it identi� es 
pools in a community that 
o� ers this service. While there 
are not many pools o� ered 
in our area, I would imagine 
that there could be once 
people are aware of this. One 
thing is for sure, there are 
certainly enough pools in the 
NW Corner! To learn more on 
becoming a host, please go to: 
swimply.com/become-a-host. 

ADVERTISEMENT
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O�  ce: 19 Main Street,
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Instagram: @johnharneyjr
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Ann Leary
Book Signing

Author Ann Leary will 
sign copies of her new 
book “The Foundling” at 
The Hickory Stick Book-
shop in Washington, 
Conn.,  on Saturday April 
29, at 1 p.m.  This signing  
will take place as part of 
Independent Bookstore 
Day at The Hickory Stick. 
Ann Leary is the New 
York Times bestselling 
author of the novels “The 
Children,” “The Good 
House,” “Outtakes From 
A Marriage” and the 
memoir “An Innocent, A 
Broad.” This event is free 
and open to the public.

Hotchkiss Philharmonic

The Hotchkiss Philharmonic Orchestra at The 
Hotchkiss School in Lakeville, Conn., will presents 
their final performance of the season on Saturday, 
April 22, at 7:30 p.m., with Slovenian guest clarinetist 
Darko Brlek, and conductor Fabio Witkowski.  This 
concert will include Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto in A 
Major, K.622, Khachaturian’s Adagio from Spartacus, 
and Lorenzo Fernandez’ Batuque. The concert is free 
to the public in the Katherine M. Elfers Hall. 

Jazz Night at The American Mural Project

The American Mural Project in Winsted, Conn., 
will present Ed Fast & Conga Bop in “Rumbafied!” the 
second event in the Live @ AMP music performance 
series on Saturday, May 13 at 8 p.m., with a night of 
Afro-Cuban-inspired jazz and dance. The American 
Mural Project will be open an hour before the event 
for guests to explore the five-story high mural. For 
tickets go to www.americanmuralproject.org/live.

Final Crescendo Concerts

Crescendo will present its final concert series of 
the season, “In Search of Bridges,” on Friday, April 28, 
at 7:30 p.m. at Trinity Church in Lakeville, Conn., and 
Sunday, April 30 at 4:30 p.m. at Saint James Place in 
Great Barrington, Mass. The repertoires include the 
premiere of a composition commissioned by Cre-
scendo: “In Search of the Bridges,” a four-movement 
work by composer John Myers. For tickets go to www.
crescendomusic.org.

Tea & Talk on Edie Sedgwick 

Art historian and author Alice Sedgwick Wohl 
will speak at Ventfort Hall Mansion and Gilded Age 
Museum in Lenox, Mass., on Saturday, April 22, at 4 
p.m., as part of the “Tea & Talk” series to discuss her 
memoir "As It Turns Out," about her younger sister, 
Pop Art icon Edie Sedgwick through the lens of the 
art of Andy Warhol. For tickets and reservations go 
to www.gildedage.org.
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Furnace - Art on Paper Archive in Falls Village, 
Conn., will open two shows on Saturday, April 29. In 
the main gallery will be “Cut to Length,” with prints 
by Janis Stemmermann, and in the Vault Project 
Space will be “Hills, Trees, and Others” with graphic 
ink on paper landscapes by Jimbo Blachly.
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that's what kicks off “The 
Curious Incident of The 
Dog in The Night-Time,” 
opening at The Warner 
Theatre in Torrington, 
Conn., on Saturday, April 
29. Falsely accused after 
being found at the scene 
of the punctured poodle, 
15-year-old mathemat-

ics prodigy Christopher 
becomes an unlikely 
detective while attempt-
ing to solve a problem he 
can’t add up: what makes 
other people tick? Falling 
on an unspecified spot 
on the autistic spectrum, 
Christopher confines 
himself to a pre-calcu-
lated world of his own 
making, an equation for 
living that shuns social 
situations and shatters 
upon disturbance. 

Based on the novel 
by English author Mark 
Haddon, “The Curious 
Incident” was adapted 
by Simon Stephens and 
won the Olivier Award 
for Best New Play in 2013 
for its West End theater 
run and won the 2015 
Tony Award for Best Play 
when it made its way to 
Broadway. In translating 
Haddon’s first-person 
narrative to the stage 
the production becomes 
a play-within-a-play, as 
Christopher’s teacher 
reads aloud an essay re-
counting his experienc-
es. An ensemble remains 
on stage for the dura-
tion, whizzing through 
multiple roles to take on 
the many players who 
are repelled, confused, 
or concerned for Chris-
topher, and occasionally 
try to understand him.

For tickets go to www.
warnertheatre.org.

The Rarest Milkmaids and Pearls

‘Paris Syndrome” 
was first coined 
by a Japanese 

psychologist in the 1980s 
to label the particu-
lar ennui — or rather, 
kanashimi — that tour-
ists from The Land of 
the Rising Sun suffered 
upon discovering that 
Paris was not a romantic 
fantasia but a real-life 
metropolis spoiled by 
garbage, pickpockets 
and noisy crowds. In 
2006, the BBC even 
mistakenly reported that 
the Japanese Embassy 
had set up a hotline for 
depressed victims of 
Paris Syndrome. Like 
being un touriste, seeing 
da Vinci’s “Mona Lisa” in 
The Louvre is said to be 
its own disappointment: 
a little painting swarmed 
by photography. 

I personally wouldn't 
mind manning a hot-
line for the select few 
who have made it into 
The Rijksmuseum in 
Amsterdam this year 
and seen “Girl With A 
Pearl Earring” in per-
son. It would be hard to 
imagine they would feel 
let down. Tickets for the 
national museum of The 
Netherland’s exhibition 
on Johannes Vermeer, 
which opened in Febru-

ary and closes in June, 
are completely, defini-
tively, sold out, making 
this exceptional retro-
spective even more ex-
ceptional. With a collec-
tion that presents 28 of 
the 37 known paintings 
by Vermeer, with loans 
from institutions that 
include The Frick in New 
York City, The National 
Gallery in London, and 
The Louvre, this rare and 
extraordinary exhibit is a 

once-in-a-lifetime sight… 
or perhaps, a not-in-this-
lifetime sight. 

For the rest of us, 
there’s “Exhibition On 
Screen,” a documentary 
series that has brought 
audiences as close to the 
paint as possible, minus 
the museum ticket stub. 
“Vermeer: The Blockbust-
er Exhibition,” directed 
by David Bickerstaff, is a 
guided tour with expert 
analysis through The 
Rijksmuseum, contem-
plating the precise details 

that lend magic to the 
scenes of daily life in 
Delft — the rippling folds 
of satin dresses, stain-
glass windows bouncing 
glow and shadow on 
white-washed walls, the 
milky smudge that adds 
weight to a perfect pearl, 
and those grand skylines 
of animated, cumulus 
clouds. Even if we’re not 
in Amsterdam, it is tulip 
season.

At The Moviehouse in 
Millerton, N.Y. on Sunday, 
April 23 at 1 p.m.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

From left: Diana Herold,  Eliot Osborn,  George Potts and Louise Lindenmeyr of the 

Joint Chiefs, who will open this year’s Music in the Annex series at the NorthEast-

Millerton Library on Saturday, May 13.

Music in the Annex 

returns to library in May

By CAROL KNEELAND

Special to The Millerton News

MILLERTON —  An an-
nual traditions since 2010, 
Music in the Annex is set to 
kick off its season on Satur-
day, May 13, at 7 p.m. accord-
ing to NorthEast-Millerton 
Library director Rhiannon 
Leo-Jameson, whose organi-
zation sponsors the program.

For the first time since 
the concert series moved to 
its temporary outdoor loca-
tion at the Taconic State Park 
- Rudd Pond Area in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
performances will be back 
at their home location of 28 
Century Blvd.

With a hotter-than-normal 
summer predicted due in part 
to El Niño, Leo-Jameson 
added that “we’re very happy 
to be having it in the air con-
ditioning,” although she did 
note that the beauty of the 
pond was a plus for concert-
goers and will be missed.

Balancing out that loss, 
however, will be a new sound 
system, which is expected to 
enhance the experience for 
all. Leo-Jameson said: “The 
older one was good, but it 
was larger and would vibrate 
the room and things that are 
in it, and when certain notes 
were hit, it would make the 
sound ‘muddier.’  This one 
has equipment which allows 
us to correct for that, mak-
ing the sound sharper and 
clearer.”

As they have been, con-
certs and their accompany-
ing refreshments will con-
tinue to be free, though, in 
the past, many patrons made 

donations at the door, which 
supplemented the grants the 
program receives from vari-
ous sources. The  bookroom 
will also be open for sales 
throughout the series.

“The last couple of years, 
we were honored and excited 
to have it at Rudd Pond,” said 
Leo-Jameson, “but unfortu-
nately, due to the nature of 
having it in a big open park, 
we weren’t able to collect the 
immensely helpful donations 
that we normally would.” The 
lack, she noted, has had an im-
pact on the series’ finances.

As a result, she said, “It’s 
going to be a bit of a short sea-
son, but we’re bringing back 
some favorites who haven’t 
been here for a while,” noting 
that the program has always 
made a point of paying the 
performers, who are all local, 
a “fair wage” which accounts 
for the majority of the concert 

series’ budget.
First up will be the Joint 

Chiefs, consisting of Eliot 
Osborn, Louise Lindenmeyr, 
George Potts and Diana Her-
old, with doors opening at 
6:30 p.m. 

The HBH Band with Scott 
Heth, Jay Bradley and Wanda 
Houston will perform on Sat-
urday, June 17, at 7 p.m.

Roger and Lenny will re-
turn at 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
July 15.

Donald Sosin and Joanna 
Seaton are set for the last 
scheduled concert at 7 p.m. 
on Saturday, Aug. 12.

A final concert is tentative-
ly scheduled for November 
but no performers have yet 
been signed. 

The concerts are open 
to all area residents. For 
more information, visit 
nemillertonlibrary.org or call 
518-789-3340.

Free rabies clinic in Red Hook

RED HOOK —  The 
Dutchess County Depart-
ment of Behavioral and 
Community Health and the 
Dutchess County SPCA will 
hold a free rabies clinic for 
Dutchess County residents 
on Sunday, April 30, from 
8 a.m. to noon at the Red 
Hook Town Hall, 7340 South 
Broadway.

The clinic is for dogs, cats 
and ferrets. Dogs must be 
leashed, and cats and ferrets 
must be in carriers. There will 
be a charge of $10 per pet for 
non-Dutchess County resi-
dents. 

Registration is required 
and can be achieved by call-
ing 845-4527722 ext. 425 or 
online at DCSPCA.org
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Randy Orzano with an example of his bee art.

Conversing with bees

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@lakevillejournal.com

SHARON, Conn. — One 
thing is certain about the art 
and science of beekeeping: 
Successful beekeepers know 
a lot about bees. A local artist 
has gone a step further, find-
ing an intersection between 
his artistic drive and the nat-
ural instincts and behaviors 
of the resident insects in his 
hives.

The result has been what 
local resident and artist Ran-
dy Orzano terms “bee art.”

“I began artistic collabora-
tion with bees in 2004,” Orza-
no recalled, having produced 
his first piece that year.

His commitment to bee-
keeping began in 2000, quite 
accidentally.

“I found bee equipment 
at the transfer station and 
stacked it up in my garage, 
intending to pass it along to 
a beekeeper friend,” Orzano 
said. But, within a month, a 
swarm of bees had found the 
equipment and moved in. 
His beekeeper friend helped 
him to set up a hive with that 
equipment and the resident 
bees. 

During an interview with 
Orano on Tuesday, April 11, 
and a visit to his fenced hives, 
now more than one, Orzano 
pointed out the hive entranc-
es that were active with bees 
on a seasonably warm spring 
day. Entrances face the south 
for the sun, with openings at 
the top and the bottom to 
promote air circulation, Or-
zano said.

“Bees generate body heat 
for warmth,” Orzano noted, 
adding that if the air did not 
circulate, harmful condensa-
tion would form inside the 
hive.

Asked where the bees 
are in their cycle during the 
month of April, Orzano ex-
plained that on cold April 
days or nights, the bees clus-
ter into a ball to keep warm. 
The warmest part of the clus-
ter is in the center where the 
queen would be. The worker 
bees take turns going from 
the center to the outer edges 
of the cluster.

On warmer days, the 
queen is laying eggs near full 
strength, and her brood is 
being reared by the worker 
bees with pollen and nectar, 
if available. There is a risk of 
starvation since pollen and 
nectar sources are still lim-
ited and there are not as many 
foraging flights as during 
warmer months, Orzano said.

Red maples bloom early 
and provide pollen. Near-
by sugar maples haven’t 
bloomed yet.

“I have seen skunk cab-
bage, witch hazel and lots of 

Siberian squill with blue pol-
len,” Orzano said.

As to how the hives fared 
over the winter, Orzano said: 
“One hive seems very healthy 
and one hive was dead by Feb-
ruary. I usually lose one hive 
every year either from starva-
tion, cold, disease, weakened 
state from parasites or pes-
ticides, or a combination of 
these factors.”

“Nature is very violent,” 
Orzano observed. “You don’t 
see it. A whole world goes 
on, struggling to survive and 
thrive.”

Orzano’s art focuses on 
wax moths and bees. Wax 
moths are a parasite that will 
destroy a hive as their larvae 
chew through a brood of bees.  
Both insects produce useful 
wax in their abdomens.

“I’m interested in the bees’ 
intuition and the marks they 
make,” Orzano said. “I think 
we are all animals and capable 
of making art. I wondered 
how paper or canvas depict-
ing bees or other animals and 
plants could be transformed 
by the actual organism of a 
colony of bees.”

“I’m interested in their 
marks and their work in 
chewing the art paper using 
their mandibles to remove 
small bits of paper and add 

their wax deposits. They are 
depositing propolis, a mix-
ture of wax, sap and enzymes 
to make a golden resinous 
glue.

“It’s a conversation. I can 
strive to see what happens if 
I place a single sheet of fold-
ed paper (usually watercolor 
paper) or folded canvas and 
see how they have done their 
work,” Orzano said.

“Working on plastic is 
relatively new for me,” Or-
zano said. He is working with 
layering using mylar, having 
placed the mylar in the hive.

“I take what the bees and 
moths have done and bring 
it into public view,” Orzano 
explained in response to a 
question about why he does it, 
why he sought a connection 
between bees and visual art.

“I’m interested in nature. 
My challenge is to work with-
out thinking; bees work off 
of intuition and instinct,” he 
said.

While Orzano has no pub-
lic exhibits coming up, he said 
he usually participates in the 
Open Your Eyes Studio Tour 
organized by the Northwest 
Connecticut Arts Council. He 
maintains a studio and invites 
appointments that can be ar-
ranged by phoning 860-364-
0592.
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OPINION

Earth Day 2023

Earlier this month at Indian  Mountain School in 
Lakeville, students conducted a trash audit to 
see what was thrown away over the course of a 

few days. Of course, the sorting of garbage and refuse 
revealed a lot of plastic waste, including one-time food 
items in permanent plastic wrapping. The next day, 
students and parents from IMS  along with community 
members watched a documentary film — “Junk” —  at 
the Moviehouse in Millerton. The 2009 film is about 
a voyage from California to Hawaii on a raft made of 
15,000 water bottles secured by discarded fishing nets 
and plastic waste. The film spurred concern by both 
students and parents about the five gyres in the world’s 
oceans — large systems of circulating ocean currents. 
Those slowly moving whirlpools also draw in the pollu-
tion released in coastal areas, known as marine debris. 
There are five gyres: the North Atlantic Gyre, the South 
Atlantic Gyre, the North Pacific Gyre, the South Pacific 
Gyre, and the Indian Ocean Gyre. In the North Pacific 
Gyre, a Great Pacific Garbage Patch persists in an area 
between Hawaii and California. The vast patch is made 
up of tiny micro plastics along with larger items of 
debris.

More than five decades ago, it was students behind 
the anti-war movement who helped inspire the Earth 
Day movement. Sen. Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin, 
seeking to ignite consciousness about air and water 
pollution,  announced the idea of a teach-in on col-
lege campuses. The day that ultimately was chosen was 
April 22, 1970, the first Earth Day — a weekday falling 
between spring break and final exams. 

The grandparents of today’s IMS students may 
remember the first Earth Day. At the end of it, Walter 
Cronkite anchored a CBS News special. “Good Eve-
ning,” he began. “A unique day in American history is 
ending. A day set aside for a nationwide outpouring on 
mankind seeking its own survival.”

Student groups in 2,000 colleges and 10,000 lower 
schools and citizen groups in 2,000 communities 
planned to participate in the first Earth Day. Cronkite 
went on to say it was unclear how many actually par-
ticipated, but the network’s correspondents neverthe-
less reported on the day’s activities across the nation. 

Today, by some estimates, 1 billion people get mobi-
lized for Earth Day. 

Our communities in the Northwest Corner and 
across eastern Dutchess County also mobilize around 
Earth Day. This coming Saturday, April 22, it will be 
hard not to come across an Earth Day event or exhibit 
or activity in town after town.

Amenia Fire Co. thanks

On Sunday, April 16, the 
Amenia Fire Company spon-
sored our monthly Pancake 
Breakfast. We were pleased 
to have a nice crowd  of 157 
people in attendance for our 
annual meal. We rely on the 
breakfasts  to raise needed 
money for general operations 
and we always appreciate the 

support of the community. 
We thank everyone who at-
tended our  meals this season, 
and we will return again in 
the fall.

	  Andy Murphy, 
Breakfast Committee,  

Amenia Fire Co. 
and  Auxiliary

Amenia

Who pays for what?

All developed nations 
subsidize their in-
dustries and thereby 

put goods on the market at 
artificially low prices. This, in 
turn, means that developing 
nations (without budgets for 
subsidies) cannot compete in 
an open and fair marketplace 
leaving them little recourse 
but to strip mine their natural 
resources and cut manufac-
turing costs where they can 
(as well as producing old-
fashioned energy with makes 
abundant pollution).

It’s a fair argument, on the 
one hand, and an unfair one 
if seen from a different per-
spective.

Let’s try to tell the truth 
first. Everything developed 
nations produce has some 
subsidy applied, either to raw 
goods or energy or delivery. 
In the USA and Europe, the 
planes built were designed 
from specs originally devel-
oped as part of your taxpayer 
defense budget. The trucks 
that deliver goods are fueled 
by diesel that has a reduced 
import rate or a domestic 
tax credit as an essential 
product for the economy, 
and run on roads in which 
private cars pay a hugely 
disproportionate amount of 
tax for the wear the trucks 
actually cause. Food produce 
is subsidized to the tune of 
billions of dollars annually, 
even though farmers hardly 
make a reasonable wage for 
that most dangerous occu-
pation. All cell phones have 
been subsidized by monopoly 
rights and monthly service 
fees for decades. Computer 
components have been de-
signed with ample support 
of defense budgets and, fur-
ther, that industry receives 

some of the most generous 
tax incentives and govern-
ment guaranteed loans of any 
industry.

You may ask: “Why do 
we have these subsidies?” 
It’s called managed common 
good.

For example, computers 
are good for a modern econ-
omy. Made from raw materi-
als refined in, processed in, 
assembled in and shipped 
from developed nations, this 
industry keeps many thou-
sands employed and makes 
efficient use of raw materials. 
The subsidies and tax credits 
applied to this industry means 
that developed nations’ tech-
nology remains cheaper and 
in demand across the world. 
Now, of course, we have to 
pay for these subsidies. How?

By earning more and pay-
ing more tax.

Henry Ford first realized 
this paradigm. If he paid his 
workers $5 a day (an unheard-
of amount of money in 1920) 
then not only could he de-
mand more of those work-
ers, but they would have more 
money to spend. On what? A 
car, of course. Once the Mod-
el T started showing up ev-
erywhere, the boom took off.

Take the case of corn. 
America is the No. 1 produc-
er of corn worldwide. Our 
regular corn production is 
so heavily subsidized (from 
farm credits, tax incentives, 
and export tax kickbacks to 
the reduced cost of fertilizers 
and diesel fuel made from oil) 

that we export corn at less 
than 50% of the cost of com-
parable corn producers in In-
dia, South American farmers, 
and most African nations. On 
the one hand, this well man-
aged U.S. subsidy produces 
a strong economy, assures 
a national defense strategy, 
and makes our customers 
(who sell on the corn to the 
end-users throughout the 
world) dependent on at least 
one American product (and 
good will). It is worth not-
ing that the State Department 
has used these visible subsi-
dies, especially the export tax 
credit subsidy, as part of most 
treaty negotiations since be-
fore Nixon. In fact, the great 
inflation recession of the 
early ‘70s was caused by a 
Senate-approved subsidy for 
wheat that caused us to lay 
out $350 billion in one pur-
chase order to Russia (which 
had a catastrophic wheat fail-
ure that year). Subsidies can 
work for and against us. But 
managed properly, subsidies 
can move financial resources 
from, say, excess shopping at 
Walmart to the farming sec-
tor and make America stron-
ger. In the end, you pay for 
it. This way you pay less for 
bread and gasoline, but more 
for that toaster oven than you 
should.

Seen from a developing 
nation’s perspective, subsi-
dies are evil and the cause 
of their poverty. In truth, 
what they want to know is: 
How do we get up enough 
of a head of steam to do the 
same? How will Tanzania 
or Zambia turn away from 
simply licensing those huge 
mines of copper or gems to 
foreign companies and actu-
ally make the copper pipe at 

a cost-effective price, or pol-
ish those emeralds in Dar es 
Salaam instead of Holland? To 
do so they need to subsidize 
those industries from some-
where, but their economies 
are too fragile, they have no 
tax base, no spreading of the 
common wealth to rely on. So 
they scream “Unfair!” at world 
trade and environmental fo-
rums. They have a point. We 
have shown them the prom-
ised land but are doing little 
to help them get there.

The solution is not to dis-
mantle our system, but to help 
them, like the Marshall Plan, 
and build theirs. There will 
always be parts of society that 
need more help than others. 
NPR is necessary to maintain 
some semblance of media bal-
ance away from commercial 
interests.

Good roads are necessary 
for industry even if they are 
paid for by the family car. Our 
airways are a vital means of 
national communication, 
defense, and transport and 
deserve to be paid for by that 
surcharge on your holiday 
ticket. What you now need 
to do is listen to the voices 
of your cousins in Asia and 
Africa and South America and 
embolden our congressmen 
and -women to promote the 
true American dream into 
reality. In the end, it will be 
beneficial to us all. If that 
Zambian earns more, he will 
surely want to buy the best 
American goods. Henry Ford 
was right, make the best prod-
uct, create the most affordable 
new way of life and they will 
flock to your side.

Peter Riva, a former resident 
of Amenia Union, now lives in 
New Mexico.

Is it really bad for the planet to 
upgrade my phone every two years?

Dear EarthTalk: Is it really 
bad for the planet to upgrade 
my phone every two years?

– A.J., Darien, CT

Smartphones have certainly 
become ubiquitous, with some 
85% of Americans and 67% of 
adults worldwide possessing 
one. Manufacturers sell almost 
1.5 billion of them per year. 
And every year these manufac-
turers come out with upgraded 
models to lure customers into 
trading in their old models to 
get the latest technology at 
their fingertips. According to 
the Consumer Electronic As-
sociation the average lifespan 
of a smartphone is 4.7 years, 
but the average American user 
replaces their smartphone 
within three years. This can be, 
in part, attributed to planned 
obsolescence by manufactur-
ers. As new smartphones are 
manufactured, new software 
updates accompany them; 
these updates can lead to older 
phones becoming unusable if 

they do not have the capac-
ity to accommodate the new 
software.

Regarding pollution cre-
ated by the industry, 95% of 
emissions come from the 
production phase. A culture 
that requires constant re-
placements results in ongo-
ing growth of manufacturing 
emissions. In addition, contin-
uously replacing phones cre-
ates e-waste in the form of the 
phones themselves. In 2019, 
50 million tons of waste came 
from smartphones, which 
constitute about 10 percent of 
e-waste globally.

One way to combat e-waste 
is to recycle. However, accord-
ing to the World Economic Fo-
rum, only about 20 percent of 
global e-waste is recycled. The 
Basel Action Network used ra-
dio tracking to verify where 

shipments of e-waste were 
sent. They found that nearly 
40% of e-waste from the Unit-
ed States was exported illegally 
to developing nations where it 
was unsafely processed or even 
burned in the open air.

There are steps manufac-
turers can take to alleviate the 
environmental burden, one 
being to introduce “repairable” 
phones. Currently manufac-
turers hamper smartphone 
repair with very high repair 
prices and restricting third 
parties from having access 
to the needed parts. Europe 
is leading the charge on em-
bracing a circular economy 
surrounding smartphones 
that encourages repairs, re-
furbishments and upgrades 
instead of replacement. Vari-
ous European countries have 
instituted programs to address 
the problem. France maintains 
a publicly accessible phone 
repairability index to help 
consumers there make smart 
choices about their smart-
phone purchases. Meanwhile, 
Sweden and Austria both offer 

financial incentives for device 
repairs to encourage fixing 
instead of junking old smart-
phones and other electronics.

Whether or not such pro-
grams exist in your neck of 
the woods, you can be part of 
the solution by simply waiting 
longer to upgrade your phone, 
which will help reduce the 
demand on production while 
lowering your environmen-
tal footprint. While it may 
not seem like much at first 
glance, keeping your phone 
for an extra year can reduce 
your lifetime device usage by 
25%. When it is finally time 
to get a new phone, an eco-
conscious consumer can turn 
to companies like Fairphone 
and SHIFT that offer easily 
changeable parts and support 
software upgrades throughout 
the phone’s lifespan.

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for 
the 501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. 
See more at https://emagazine.
com. Send questions to: ques-
tion@earthtalk.org.
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A scent of magnolia
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THE MILLERTON NEWS

COMPASS

AUTOMOBILES 
FOR SALE

MAZDA MIATA FOR SALE: 
1990, original owner, 40K 
miles, very good condition, 
located in Kent, original soft 
top and back window (no 
hard top available), all pa-
pers, 5 speed. Such a sweet 
car with that Miata hum and 
great spirit. Photos available 
(too big to upload). Call or 
text 646-352-2466 and I’ll 
send. Asking 8,000 or BO.

HELP WANTED
I S A B E L L A F R E E D M A N 

JEWISH RETREAT CENTER: 
is a year-round 120-person 
retreat facility that is locat-
ed in Falls Village, CT. New 
employees are eligible for 
a signing bonus of $1,000. 
At the time of hire, the new 
employee will receive $250. 
After 45 days, provided they 
have no active disciplinary 
issues, the new employee 
will receive the remaining 
$750. Want to work at a 
beautiful, peaceful location, 
with great people? This 
is the place to be! We are 
currently seeking positions 
for a Director of Facilities, 
and a few positions in our 
kitchen including a full 
time Sous and a full time or 
part time Cook. For more 
details please visit our web-
site at https://adamah.org/
about-adamah/careers/ or 
email a copy of your resume 
to jobs@adamah.org.

JAY’S LAWN CARE IS SEEK-
ING EMPLOYEES: for Land-
scaping & Lawn Mowing. 
Looking for person(s) with 
the ability to operate an 
Excavator, Skidsteer, Brush 
Chipper. Experience with 
Tree Work, Hedge Trimming, 
Patio Installs, Fence Work, 
Hydroseeding & Lawn Mow-
ing. Competitive Wages. Call 
to schedule an interview. 
860-824-0053.

LO O K I N G F O R FA R M/
NURSERY MANAGER: at 
Old Farm Nursery/Coyote 
Hill Farm in Lakeville. Must 
be legal, and have expe-
rience operating tractors, 
farm trucks, skid steer, mow-
ers, have some knowledge 
of irrigation, plant material 
and maintenance. Call 860-
435-2272 or oldfarmnursery 
@aol.com.

Salisbury Association seeks part-
time Executive Director to oversee 
administration, operations, publicity, 
public relations, fundraising and 
communications.  Hybrid work 
environment with flexible schedule.  
Some evenings & weekends 
required.  Salary range $40K-$50K 
commensurate with experience.  

Full job description available at 
www.salisburyassociation.org.  
Position open until filled.   

Apply with cover letter & resume at 
edsearch@salisburyassociation.org.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Salisbury Association
Serving Our Community Since 1902.

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

860-435-9873  • 64 Route 7 North, Falls Village, CT 06031
PO Box 1688, Lakeville, CT 06039

The Lakeville Journal Company seeks an 
administrative assistant to provide support 
for the editorial team as well as its fundraising 
activities. 

Support includes meeting scheduling, 
preparation, and follow up. This position 
assists with donor data management and staffs 
various fundraising events throughout the year.

For more information about salary  
and benefits, and to apply, please contact  
Susan Hassler at publisher@lakevillejournal.com

Administrative Assistant

The Lakeville Journal Company prohibits discrimination based on race, religion, 
gender, national origin, age, disability, veteran status, marital status, pregnancy, 

gender expression or identity, sexual orientation or any other legally protected status.

The Millerton News is seeking a part-time 
news reporter to cover Harlem Valley towns 
and school districts.

Are you interested in your local news scene? 
Here is a chance to report on community news, 
business news, the environment, government, 
police and all the issues that affect the lives  
of Millerton News readers.

Writing skills and basic knowledge of how  
New York government functions are a must.

Email Resume and Writing Samples to Editor 
John Coston, editor@millertonnews.com.

860-435-9873 ext. 608 • PO Box 625, Millerton, NY 12546

Local Reporter

Job opportunities: Full Time

EXCAVATION - laborer with some 
equipment experience/willing to train 
if needed

LANDSCAPING - experience in any 
landscaping fi eld, gardening, hardscaping, 
lawn installation 

LAWN MOWING - use of zero turn 
mowers, trimmers and back pack 
blowers a must. 

All applicants must have valid 
driver’s license, able to be punctual 
with capabilities to work in a team 
environment & understand instructions

Exceptionally fair wages will be 
determined based on experience 
in any/all particular fi elds. 

LOOKING TO HIRE!!!LOOKING TO HIRE!!!

EMAIL OR CALL TO APPLY
860-672-5250

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Seeking Lifeguards
Summer 2023 

Starting 3rd/4th week of June thru Labor Day 
Wanted: Lake Beach Waterfront Lifeguards

ARC Certification for LG & Waterfront Module 
$25 per hour (negotiable), plus free lunch 

Min. age 16 yrs. old. Expect 10-18 hrs. per week 
Typical shifts: 

T/Th/Fr - 11am-3pm, 4 hrs. 
Wed - 11am-3pm, 4 hrs. 

Wed - 3-7pm, 4 hrs. 
Sa/Su -11am-4pm, 5 hours 

*Bonus ($) paid at end of summer should you 
sign-up, submit paperwork & commit by May 1st

(To work pls. provide: CT-W4; Fed W4; VSC/5-19; 
copy of CT driver’s license; direct deposit bank 
name, account #, routing; ARC certification) 

Contact: ericstoer@gmail.com 

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF CORNWALL 

SEEKS CERTIFIED LIFE-
GUARDS: for 2023 season 
at Hammond Beach. For 
more information and ap-
plication contact Jane Hall 
assistant@cornwallct.gov 
860-672-4959.

WAREHOUSE WORKER/
PACKER NEEDED: come 
and join our team of friendly 
staff at our small warehouse. 
Lots of different tasks to 
be done daily like packing 
boxes, receiving inventory, 
answering phones, mi-
nor assembly, never bor-
ing. Monday -Friday (no 
weekends). No experience 
needed as we will teach 
you everything you need 
to know but a good work 
ethic is required. You must 
be able to show up on time 
and have a good attitude. 
Training pay starts at $17.00. 
There is no cap so there’s 
lots of opportunity to grow 
and make money. Call Mike 
or Greg at 800-245-8222. 
Sharon CT.

HELP WANTED
OFFICE HELP NEEDED: 

come and join our team of 
friendly staff at our small 
warehouse. Flexible hours 
for the right candidate Mon-
day-Friday (no weekends). 
No experience needed as 
we will teach you everything 
you need to know but a 
good work ethic is required. 
You must be able to show 
up on time and have a good 
attitude. Training pay starts 
at $17.00. There is no cap so 
there’s lots of opportunity to 
grow and make money. Call 
Mike or Greg at 800-245-
8222. Sharon CT.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

HECTOR PACAY SERVICE: 
House Remodeling, Land-
scaping, Lawn mowing, 
Garden mulch, Painting, 
Gutters, Pruning, Stump 
Grinding, Chipping, Tree 
work, Brush removal, Fence, 
Patio, Carpenter/decks, 
Masonry. Spring and Fall 
Cleanup. Commercial & 
Residential. Fully insured. 
845-636-3212.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

CARPENTER/BUILDER DA-
VID VALYOU: Renovations 
& Repairs of Old Homes, 
Barns. Serving tri-sate area 
for 20 + years. davidvalyou@
yahoo.com call or text 917-
538-1617.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

DEPENDABLE AND EFFI-
CIENT HOUSEKEEPING 
SERVICES: offered with 
excellent references. Kindly 
call 860- 453- 4462. 

LAMP REPAIR AND REWIR-
ING: Pick up and delivery 
available. Serving the North-
west Corner. 413-717-2494.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

N E E D  Y O U R  H O M E 
CLEANED?:  Diana and 
Juliet have been servicing 
the Northwest Corner since 
1998. We offer guaranteed 
satisfaction and have great 
references. Please call 860 
605-0528.

AUCTIONS, 
ESTATE SALES

AMENIA ESTATE SALE: 
4942 Route 22 (at the Light!) 
DAY 1: Friday, April 21, 
9AM-4PM. DAY 2: Sunday, 
April 23, 9AM-4PM. Home 
built in 1850 has been in 
the same family for 173 
Years! Oh, the treasures 
in the Attic!! Antiques, 
Mid-Century, Unique! www. 
blueberryhillgalleries.com.

Where’s the beef?

Over the past 80 years, 
the world’s human 
population has qua-

drupled while, at the same 
time, people’s taste for meat 
has grown considerably. But 
the supply has not been able 
to keep up with the demand. 
Currently according to the 
World Health Organization, 
nearly a third of the world’s 
population have inadequate 
food. But raising animals for 
food is an ever greater strain 
on the environment as for-
ests worldwide are cut down 
to make way for giant fields 
to grow animal feed. The 
amount of land, energy, wa-
ter, fertilizer, human labor 
and other resources needed 
to raise animals for meat is 
staggering, increasingly ex-
pensive, and the environ-
mental toll on the planet is 
huge. Despite the arguments 
in favor of reducing our meat 
intake, the U.S. (followed by 

OCCASIONAL 

OBSERVER 

Mac Gordon

Australia and Argentina) is, on 
a per capita basis, the world’s 
largest consumer of beef 
and meat in general. But this 
may be beginning to change. 
Largely because of cost but 
also for environmental and 
health reasons, a new com-
petitor to traditional meats 
has arrived in restaurants and 
grocery stores: imitation meat 
made from vegetable prod-
ucts and designed to resemble 
beef, pork, chicken and other 
meats.

 Currently more than 
50,000 grocery stores and 
restaurants across the coun-
try including fast food chains 
such as Burger King, McDon-
alds, Subway, KFC, Wendy’s 

and many more carry prod-
ucts from the two leading imi-
tation meat suppliers, Beyond 
Meat and Impossible Foods, 
and others. During the past 
year, fast food restaurants 
served more than 228 million 
plant-based burgers, still but 
a tiny fraction of sales of all-
beef burgers (over 6.4 billion). 

In many states, particular-
ly those dominated by meat 
processing companies, efforts 
nave been made to outlaw the 
use of the word “meat” in de-
scribing those products made 
with vegetables. The “imita-
tion meat” business is little 
more than a decade old and 
may change considerably in 
the future.

Typically, imitation “meat” 
is formed into a patty, sausage, 
or nugget so as to resemble 
the item it is imitating. The 
material is formed into a paste 
containing as many as two 
dozen different vegetable in-

gredients. All seem to contain 
several “vegetable proteins” 
extracted from their host 
plant and introduced into 
the mix. 

Two ingredients that occur 
in many of the products are 
pea and soy. Soy leghemoglo-
bin (as heme) is a key ingredi-
ent in some items for color 
and texture. Canola and coco-
nut oils are frequently added. 
Other common ingredients 
include methylcellulose, thia-
mine hydrochloride and zinc 
gluconate. Nearly all of the 
imitation meat products use 
copious amounts of water, 
sugar, and especially salt.

 As someone who has al-
ways favored natural foods 
and who had never tried 
artificial meat, I approached 
the actual eating of a sample 
fake meat meal with some 
trepidation. From my local 
grocery store, I purchased an 
Impossible Foods’ Impossible 

Burger, currently the nation’s 
best-selling artificial meat 
product. 

Following directions, I 
browned the patty for two 
minutes per side in the fry 
pan and placed it between 
two slices of semolina toast. 
I added a thin slice of Gouda 
cheese but otherwise left it 
as is, forgoing the fast-food 
restaurant ploy of gussying 
up the burger with all sorts 
of extraneous ingredients. 

Then I ate it. The appear-
ance and the texture were sur-
prisingly convincing: almost 
like a beef burger at a fast food 
restaurant. 

The taste wasn’t bad. De-
spite my fear, I had no trouble 
keeping it down. But I was 
not able to find the desired 
“beefy” taste. As I ate, I kept 
remembering the 40-year-old 
Wendy’s commercial in which 
an older woman with a hoarse 
voice asks, “Where’s the beef?” 

Of the many flavors I tast-
ed, the dominant one wasn’t 
beef but salt. Still, millions 
of people are persuaded and 
think an imitation meat prod-
uct is almost the same as the 
real thing. 

But the purveyors of fake 
meat should not rest on their 
impressive accomplishments. 
A new type of product la-
belled ”cultured meat” takes 
cells from live animals and 
grows them in a special cham-
ber where, in a short time, the 
cells grow into pieces of meat 
(without the bones and other 
inedible parts). 

These products are in the 
process of getting develop-
ment approval and should be 
on the market soon. Might 
this trigger a science-fiction 
field day?

 
Architect and landscape 

designer Mac Gordon lives in 
Lakeville.
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Real Estate

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891

www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

As homes for sale in the NW corner become scarcer, maybe land should 
become an option, to build on. Below are three parcels, of several around  

the area. All three are in the Town of Salisbury.

5.9 acres, comprised of 2 tax lots set along 
both Moore Brook and the Rail Trail, view, 
quiet walk-to-village convenience along the 
Rail Trail. OFFERED AT  $425,000.

6.5+ acres, lightly wooded, comprised of  
2 lots, set between Salisbury and Lakeville.  
POSSIBLY LIMITED FOR 3 or fewer 
homes. OFFERED AT $750,000.

10 acres, remote with power, well off the 
highway, stunning views, a mountain  
stream with possible pond site. OFFERED 
AT $550,000.

A WONDERFUL HILLSIDE LOT UNIQUE CENTER OF  SALISBURY LAKEVILLE

SALISBURY, CT  860-435-2200

CHARMING CAPE IN IDYLLIC COUNTRY SETTING
2,017 sq.ft. • 3.4 Acres • 3 BRs • 2 FBs • 1 HB

SHARON, CT. This beautiful classic Cape Cod home on 3.5 idyllic acres 
is now available for sale in lovely Sharon, Connecticut. Enter through the 
mudroom, with a half bath, to the light-filled eat-in kitchen. The first floor 
has a cozy living room with a wood-burning fireplace, a spacious dining 
room, as well as an office and main floor bedroom next to a full bath. The 
second floor has 2 bedrooms and a full bath. The lower level is partially 
finished. A recently updated 2-car detached garage provides extra storage. 
Located only minutes from Millerton, Sharon, Lakeville & Salisbury vil-
lages and very convenient to the Wassaic Train to NYC.
Web# EH5100 Bill Melnick/Elyse Harney Morris $685,000

Deeply Rooted in the Community for over 30 Years

Elyse Harney Real Estate
HarneyRealEstate.com

FINE ART
LOOKING TO ACQUIRE: Eric 

Sloan paintings. Please call 
917-755-2640.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color religion, 
sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or dis-
crimination. All residential

REAL ESTATE
:property advertised in the 

State of Connecticut Gen-
eral Statutes 46a-64c which 
prohibit the making, print-
ing or publishing or causing 
to be made, printed or 
published any notice, state-
ment or advertisement with 
respect to the sale or rental 
of a dwelling that indicates 
any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on 
race, creed, color, national 
origin, ancestry, sex, marital 
status, age, lawful source 
of income, familial status, 
physical or mental disability 
or an intention to make any 
such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.

The Best Regional News Site

When you need to know what’s 

happening in your area, we’re there.

TriCornerNews.com

Do you have a family member 

or friend in the military who 

would be interested in the 

news from home?

Remember

The Lakeville Journal Company 

offers free online subscriptions to 

our website, tricornernews.com, 

for active duty military personnel 

from the Tri-state region. For 

more information or to set up a 

subscription, contact Sandra Lang 

at circulation@lakevillejournal.

com or 860-435-9873, ext. 301. 

With thanks to those who serve.

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Lightning Rods

Moving

Landscaping

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

Tree Service

Tree Service

Paving

TV Service

Painting

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS

Fast, friendly service since 1954
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MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating over

65Years

Jason Bresson
860-733-2020

Tree Care  • Tick Spraying

applewoodtree@yahoo.com
License # 62658

B2580

(860)248-9442
Lawn Mowing • Gardening • Brush Hogging

Excavation • Tree Work • Land Clearing • Driveways
Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CANAAN, CT
L A N D S C A P I N G

VADNEY’S

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   www.tricornernews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

representative today!

Excavation

Grounds Maintenance

• Lawn Care • Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up
• Edging, Mulching • Lawn Fertilization

• Lawn Pest, Disease Control • Weed Control
• Weekly, Maintenance Programs • Field Mowing
• Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding • Brush Clearing

Grounds Maintenance

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Excavation,
Landscaping
& Grounds
Maintenance

Commercial & Residential 
Credit Cards Accepted (860) 672-5260

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

• Lawn Installation • Lawn Repair • Fencing
• Paver Bluestone Terraces • Retaining Walls

• Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers
• Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls

• Tree And Shrub Planting

Landscaping

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Commercial & Residential 
Credit Cards Accepted (860) 672-5260

Excavation,
Landscaping
& Grounds
MaintenanceSHARON LAWN  

& LANDSCAPE 
Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

• Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozers
• Dumptrucks • Power Rake • Foundations Dug

• Water & Electric Lines Dug 
• Drainage Installed • Landclearing 

• Grading • Ponds Dug 
• Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed 

Excavation

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

Commercial & Residential 
Credit Cards Accepted (860) 672-5260

Excavation,
Landscaping
& Grounds
MaintenanceSHARON LAWN  

& LANDSCAPE 
Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

FREEFREE 
In-Home In-Home 
ConsultationConsultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

BUY MORE 
SAVE MORE

1-5 shades: 20%
6-10 shades: 25%

11 or more: 30%
*Excludes Lutron 

& Hunter Douglas
Good until 4/30/23

• TV Sales
• Service Installation
• Outside HD 

Antenna Installation
• WiFi Enhancements

Stop in to see our selection of 
NEW Sony 4K TV sets. ALL ON SALE!!

REPAIRS on all: TVs, Stereos, Vintage Electronics

Dave’s TV

We’ve Moved!
Our new address is

279 Smithfi eld Rd., Millerton, NY 12546
Call for appointment 518-789-3881

Dave’s TV
DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC

Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT | djhallroofing.com | 860-485-5887

Roofing  •  Damage Repairs  •  Gutters 
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs

GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 

Over 35 years experience

Commercial & Residential | Repairs & Replacements

Financing Available!
50 Year Warranty

FULLY INSURED  
WORKMAN’S COMP & GENERAL LIABILITY 

ROOFING • SIDING • GUTTERS • REPAIRS

(860)459-9921 | ParamountProRoofing.com 
Harwinton, CT     License #603104

Free Estimates! Call Today!

NEW YORK 
ROADWAYS LLC
P A V I N G  E X P E R T S

 518-330-5995 • www.newyorkroadways.org

Paving  •  Seal Coating  •  Stone Work  
Driveways  •  Sidewalks  •  Parking lots
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