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Local Matters To help guarantee the future, 
members of our board are 

o� ering an urgent 
$75,000 matching challenge 

through June 15.
Every dollar you give up to 
$75,000 will be doubled.

$75,000
MATCHING CHALLENGE

The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News 
are alive and well and thriving. 

But we still need your help to build the future. 
If we don’t grow, we won’t survive.

MillertonNews.com/donate

Village officials 

expect new Water 

Department building 

by summer’s end

After conquering Netflix,  

a local actor tackles high school

PHOTO PROVIDED

Ivan Howe, 13, performs as Peter Pan at the Sharon Playhouse in Sharon, Connecticut. Howe began 

his acting career on stage at the Playhouse in “Oliver!” in 2023 and has since performed on stage 

and even taken a supporting role in the Netflix miniseries “Eric” starring British actor Benedict 

Cumberbatch.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Jennifer Burgen, right, and Michael Burgen now own Babette’s 

Kitchen on Franklin Avenue in Millbrook. The duo have worked 

at the shop since 2024.

New owners pledge to 

keep original mission 

of Babette’s Kitchen

Thai tea shop venture delayed  

over septic approvals

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — The open-
ing of a proposed Thai tea shop 
on Main Street has been delayed 
while owners await approval from 
the Dutchess County Department 
of Health.

John Schildbach, who plans to 
open the shop with his wife, Kan-
chisar Jiradhanaiphat, in the for-
mer Candy-O’s space, said plans to 
include seating have complicated 
the approval process because of 
the building’s existing septic sys-
tem.

Candy-O’s, a candy shop which 

relocated farther down Main 
Street earlier this year, did not 
provide seating for customers, al-
lowing it to operate with a smaller 
septic system under Department 
of Health regulations.

Schildbach, who wants to add 
20 seats, said an engineer has 
signed off on plans for the tea shop 
and sent a recommendation to the 
Department of Health. Despite 

that recommendation, the shop 
had to push back the original June 
6 opening date.

“We haven’t even started build-
out,” Schildbach said. “If I can get 
everything moving, it’ll probably 
be early July now.”

Schildbach said interior reno-
vations to the shop couldn’t be-
gin until the business had received 
permits from the health depart-
ment. A series of scheduling con-
flicts meant the engineer couldn’t 
get to the shop until the first week 
of June, but Schildbach said he was 
staying patient.

 “If I can get everything 
moving, it’ll probably 
be early July now.”

John Schildbach

By GRAHAM CORRIGAN

grahamc@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — Ivan Howe’s 
acting career might be growing 
faster than he is. 

In 2023, the Indian Mountain 
School student and Millbrook na-
tive landed his first title role in 
Sharon Playhouse’s production 
of “Oliver!” Three years later, he’s 

about to start high school having 
shared the screen with Marvel 
superheroes. 

In addition to multiple per-
formances on stage, the 13-year-
old rising freshman has already 
logged a credit on a Netflix show 
— a 2024 miniseries starring 
Benedict Cumberbatch called 
“Eric.”

It didn’t happen by design — 

Howe’s parents are educators, and 
his older siblings had other inter-
ests. It was a trip to the Playhouse 
that originally sparked the idea of 
acting. “I wanted to be an actor 
because my best friend acted in 
plays,” Howe said. “I thought that 
was the coolest thing ever.” 

Ivan’s parents Jeni and Jona-

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — Village offi-
cials expect a rebuild of the fire-
ravaged Water Department build-
ing to begin soon, with the aim of 
completing it before the end of 
summer.

Fire project manager Caroline 
Farr-Killmer has been managing 
the effort to demolish and re-
build the village’s Public Works 
Department building since a fire 
destroyed it and all the equipment 
inside last winter. She said that 
Dutchess County Department of 
Health approval is the last hurdle 
for a new Water Department build-
ing before construction can start.

Millerton Mayor Jenn Najdek 
said she expects construction to 
start as soon as the designs get ap-
proval from the health department.

Officials described the new 
Water Department building as 
an urgent need. Farr-Killmer ex-
plained the village’s water system 
has been operating with just one 
operational well, causing concerns 
about potential water shortages at 
that wellhead and its longevity. The 
village cannot operate the second 
well until it is enclosed in a struc-
ture, Farr-Killmer said.

Najdek doesn’t expect Miller-
ton’s upcoming 175th anniversary 
celebration to impact the construc-

By GRAHAM CORRIGAN

grahamc@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — A local eatery 
that has operated on Millbrook’s 
Franklin Avenue for more than 
20 years is changing ownership.

The new owners at Babette’s 
Kitchen are two longtime em-

ployees. Jennifer Burgen, who has 
worked at Babette’s for the last 
three years, and Michael Burgen, 
who joined the kitchen in Decem-
ber 2024, took over earlier this 
month. Michael had previously 
been a general manager at Fern 
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 SPOTLIGHT

LaBonne’s unveils expansion 

plans with new blueprints

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN 

LaBonne’s Market is considering an expansion that would reorganize the flow of 

traffic on Academy Street in Salisbury. 

By ALEC LINDEN

alecl@lakevillejournal.com

SALISBURY, Conn. – Ex-
pansion may be on the hori-
zon for LaBonne’s Market, 
Salisbury’s only grocery store, 
as preliminary plans call for 
a 4,700-square-foot addition 
that would create more retail 
space, add employee facili-
ties and reconfigure parking 
around the downtown prop-
erty to add more spots.

 During a meeting with 
the Economic Development 
Committee on May 21, Rob-
ert LaBonne Jr., the current 
president and CEO of the four 
LaBonne’s Markets locations 
across the state, outlined con-
ceptual plans for an addition 
on the east side of the build-
ing. 

According to a blueprint 
he shared with the group, the 
registers would be relocated 
to the new addition, creat-
ing room for longer grocery 
aisles within the existing store. 
The plans also include an ex-
panded produce section, a café 
space, a second-floor area for 
staff facilities and a loading 
and storage area on the north 
side of the expansion. 

LaBonne Jr. said the store 
has simply outgrown its cur-
rent footprint of just over 
43,000-square-feet. “It’s the 
smallest sales space of the 
four,” he said, the others be-
ing located in Watertown, 
Woodbury and Prospect, “and 
in the summer it does the most 
business.”

In order for the expansion 
to move forward, the Acad-

emy Street corridor would be 
overhauled. Currently, Acad-
emy Street is a small street 
that provides access to the 
grocery store, the used book-
store Johnnycake Books, a 
guest house, and several pri-
vate residences.

As presented in the expan-
sion plans, the street would 
essentially be the center of 
a parking lot comprised of 
the current LaBonne’s park-
ing on the west side of Acad-
emy Street, another plot on 
the east side and a third area 
to the north of the building, 
with auxiliary spaces on an-
other parcel at the end of the 
street that are currently used 
as overflow for the store.

 The conceptual plans, de-
veloped by SLR Consulting of 

Cheshire, Connecticut, would 
create a total of about 90 park-
ing spaces across a series of 
plots owned by the Market 
Place of Salisbury, a decades-
old private shareholder group 
that LaBonne’s leases the land 
from. While most of the land is 
already owned by the Market 
Place, some of the proposed 
parking area lies on land cur-
rently owned by the town. 
One parcel currently houses 
an occupied affordable home 
rental, which LaBonne noted 
would have to be replaced 
elsewhere if it is removed as 
the plan proposes. 

LaBonne Jr. noted that the 
plans come after years of de-
liberation with the town on 
how to proceed, and remain 
highly preliminary, pending 

review from both the town 
and from the Market Place of 
Salisbury.

 As of early June, LaBonne’s 
leadership did not comment 
directly on the project when 
asked, stating that the effort 
remains in early stages.

 During the meeting, 
though, LaBonne Jr. spoke 
generally towards the advan-
tages of expanding parking 
options in town. Referencing 
other municipalities with vi-
brant downtowns such as Li-
tchfield and Middletown, he 
said that ample parking and 
thoughtful planning can play 
a big role in vitalizing Main 
Street activity.

 “If you don’t provide park-
ing for capacity, you will chase 
people out of town,” he said.

Man drowns after kayak  

overturns in North Canaan pond

Affordable home 

project in Sharon 

could break ground 

this summer

By ALEC LINDEN

alecl@lakevillejournal.com

SHARON, Conn. –
Construction of a new 
affordable home at 160 
Silver Lake Shores Rd. 
could begin this summer 
after the Sharon Hous-
ing Trust secured up to 
$420,000 in financing and 
grant money to move the 
project forward.

The funding package, 
announced May 22, in-
cludes a mortgage com-
mitment of up to $270,000 
for construction financing 
from Capital for Change 
– a Connecticut Commu-
nity Development Finan-
cial Institution – and an 
additional $150,000 grant 
sponsored by the state De-
partment of Housing.

The home, which was 
designed by Cornwall 
architect Christine Gray 
last year, will be a single-
family three-bedroom 
home in the Mudge Pond-
adjacent neighborhood. It 
is expected to sell between 
$250,000 and $275,000. 

“Sharon and the towns 
around us are in a des-
perate affordable hous-
ing crunch,” said Sharon 
Housing Trust President 
Richard Baumann. “We 
want to be able to pro-
vide affordable housing 
in whichever way there’s 
demand for it.”

Baumann said the 
project is ready to move 
forward once the financ-
ing agreement closes. The 
Trust has already hired 
Boulder Ridge Construc-
tion of Bethlehem and ex-
pects to begin construc-

tion this summer.
The Trust was gifted 

the property in late 2024 
by an anonymous donor. 
The lot already has a well 
and septic system, helping 
reduce development costs. 

Baumann said he hopes 
to keep the home’s price 
low enough that hous-
ing costs would not ex-
ceed 30% of income for a 
household earning 80% of 
the area median income, 
the state’s standard for af-
fordable housing.

 According to num-
bers released by the state 
on May 1, the area median 
income of the Northwest 
Hills Planning Region for 
a four-person household 
is $122,800, making 80% 
$98,240.

 Fundraising began last 
year with a local founda-
tion awarding the Trust 
with a $25,000 matching 
grant, of which $10,000 
has been raised so far.

  The Trust is also in the 
process of renovating the 
former community center 
at 99 North Main St. into 
four two-bedroom rental 
apartments. The project 
is adjacent to six existing 
affordable rental units 
owned by the Trust. 

The organization re-
ceived $2 million in state 
grant money last year for 
the project, which is cur-
rently underway, although 
repairs to all four build-
ings are on pause as the 
state’s Historic Preserva-
tion Office, commonly 
called SHPO, reviews 
plans on the century-old 
community center and 
adjacent structures.

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@lakevillejournal.com

NORTH CANAAN, Conn. 
– A man drowned Saturday 
afternoon, June 6, after a 
kayak overturned in a pri-
vate pond near 324 Norfolk 
Rd. behind Freund’s Farm 
Market and Bakery. 

Wilian Alexander Campos 
Vazquez, 25, of the Repub-

lic of Guatemala, was pro-
nounced dead on the scene 
after he was recovered from 
the pond and life-saving ef-
forts were unsuccessful. He 
was the sole occupant of 
the kayak, officials said. A 
preliminary investigation 
revealed he was paddling a 
kayak on the small farm pond 
himself when his vessel cap-
sized. 

DEEP Environmental 
Conservation Police (EnCon) 
responded along with North 
Canaan emergency respond-
ers, Lifestar and Connecticut 
State Police Troop B. 

A Lifestar helicopter was 
seen landing in the area near 
the Lone Oak Campsites in 
East Canaan, though it did 
not land on the campground 
property, according to em-

ployee Jean Goodall. She said 
the helicopter was visible 
from the campground.

DEEP Environmental 
Conservation Police are lead-
ing the investigation, which 
is ongoing. The Office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner was 
notified and is assisting.

For more obituaries, see page A4

OBITUARIES

Anita L. Gochey

CANAAN — Anita L. 
(King) Gochey, 85, of 77 South 
Canaan Rd. died June 5, 2026, 
at Geer Village. She was the 
wife of the late Lester Gochey. 
Anita was born July 16, 1940,  
in Winsted, daughter of the 
late Ivan and Irene (Dulude) 
King.

Anita was well known 
throughout the Northwest 
Corner. She worked for many 
local businesses and organi-

zations. Anita worked at the 
Rexall Drug Store, C.A. Lin-
dell and Sons, Bob’s Clothing, 
Brooks Pharmacy, and the 
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School in the cafeteria.  
She used her skills in callig-
raphy to complete the record 
books for the North Canaan 
Congregational Church.  Ani-
ta’s daughter remembers her 
as being very creative with 
cardboard, and a loving mom.

Anita is survived by her 
son Raymond Gochey and 
his fiancee’ Chris Filkins of 
Hinsdale, Massachusetts; and 
her daughter Michele O’Brien 
of Sharon. She is also survived 
by her sister Denise Warner of 
Torrington and her brother 
Arthur King of Danbury. Her 
three grandchildren, Kyle 
Gochey of Pittsfield, Mas-
sachusetts, Cody O’Brien of 
Georgia, and Sabrina O’Brien 
of Falls Village. Anita was 
predeceased by her brother, 
Martin King.

A Celebration of Anita’s 
life will be held on Saturday 
June 20, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. in 
the Newkirk-Palmer Funeral 
Home 118 Main St. Canaan, 
CT 06018.

Please visit millertonnews.com/donate 
to give a donation of any size.
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A Good Mechanic Is Not Hard to Find!

Ask for a proven pro  
An ASE Certifi ed Technician

OUR TOWNS

Realtor® at Large
Founded in 1895, the 
Connecticut Forest & Park 
Association (CFPA) was the first 
private, nonprofit, conservation 
organization to be established 
in Connecticut. Its mission is 
to help preserve CT’s forested 
lands and promote their 
enjoyment for the public. An 
example of their work is the 
creation of CT’s Blue Trail 
system started in 1929 and now 
featuring 825 miles of beautiful 
hiking trails! To find out more, 
please visit: ctwoodlands.org/
trails/ And to see interactive 
maps for the trails and parking 
areas please go to: ctwoodlands.
org/explore-trails/interactive-
map/.

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Office: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

Euclid Quartet
Works by Johannes BRAHMS, 

Florence PRICE, 
and Robert PATERSON

Tickets $50-65 | $30 for Student / 
Teacher / Veteran / 19-40 y.o.
Free Under 19 y.o.
(860) 824-7126 and musicmountain.org

SUNDAY, JUNE 21 | 3:00 PM

FALLS VILLAGE, CT

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

Carol Kneeland, left, Cyndhia Valle, center, and Irene Banning knit together on North 

East Community Center’s back porch during the first “Community Porch Party” on 

Wednesday, June 3.

NECC pilot program places a renewed 

emphasis on community-building

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — A new 
pilot program at the North 
East Community Center aims 
to bring in community mem-
bers for chill hangs at the non-
profit’s office on South Center 
Street this summer.

The weekly “Community 
Porch Party” is an evolution 
of senior administrative assis-
tant Ash Baldwin’s “Craft Col-
lective,” which invited com-
munity members to enjoy a 
group crafting session where 
participants were encouraged 
to bring individual projects, 
swap tips and be together. The 
gathering on Wednesday, June 
3, and the preceding “Craft 
Collective” meetings are part 
of a broader effort to provide 
accessible, community-build-
ing programming. 

The pilot program is set to 
run every Wednesday through 
the end of July.

NECC board chair and 
interim Executive Director 
Irene Banning joined Bald-
win along with Millerton 
resident Carol Kneeland and 
Pine Plains resident Cyndhia 
Valle at the program’s open-
ing night. Kneeland brought 
enough knitting needles and 
yarn to go around, and taught 
Valle how to get started mak-
ing a knitted square.

“She’s a total pro of 40 
minutes,” Kneeland said, knit-
ting needles in hand.

Banning said the com-
munity center is working to 
return to a former status as 
a community hub. She re-
membered the COVID-19 
pandemic as a turning point 
for the organization, when 
it shifted to providing crisis 
management programs such 
as its food pantry and housing 
assistance. 

While those programs are 
still important to NECC’s 
mission, Banning said, com-
munity building is equally so. 

She recalled needing an 

outlet for social interaction 
when her son moved away 
from her home, prompting 
her to find a knitting group 
based out of Pine Plains. 

“One day I just picked up 
my knitting and I decided to 
go,” Banning said. “It’s been a 
fabulous thing.” 

The “Community Porch 
Party” is less focused on the 
crafting, and instead on just 
providing an opportunity for 
people to enjoy a nice yard 
and a chat with fellow com-
munity members. Baldwin 
and Banning assembled sweet 
treats and snacks for people to 
eat, and crafters are encour-
aged to bring a project but it’s 
not required.

The effort stems from a 
recognition that social inter-
action can be difficult to come 
by in northeast Dutchess 
County.

“It’s so hostile out there, 
and you always have to be 
careful about what you say 

or what you don’t say,” Ban-
ning said. “Just to have a place 
where that doesn’t matter is 
really nice.”

NECC’s “Communi-
ty Porch Party” is set for 
Wednesdays from 3 p.m. to 
5:30 through July 29.

Pine Plains 

Community 

Day returns 

after three-year 

absence

By GRAHAM 

CORRIGAN

grahamc@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — Com-
munity Day returns to Pine 
Plains on June 13, reviving a 
tradition last celebrated in 
2023 during the town’s bi-
centennial celebration.

The event’s return has 
been spearheaded by an ad 
hoc group of residents led by 
Lenora Champagne, Jeanne 
Valentine-Chase, Lisa Agnel-
li, Joan Taylor, Helene Marsh 
and others.

Champagne and Valen-
tine-Chase, who are on the 
town’s Beautification Com-
mittee, said they recruited 
volunteers to help organize 
it, realizing that Community 
Day is a big undertaking. “It 
was clearly a bigger project 
than what that committee 
could take on,” said Cham-
pagne. “So we turned to peo-
ple who’d been involved in 
previous Community Days.”

The community was up 
to the task. Some of the en-
tertainment will be familiar: 
live music will fill the air, lo-
cal businesses and nonprofits 
will set up booths along Main 
Street, and the Graham-
Brush House will host fid-
dlers and reenactments. 

New additions to Com-
munity Day abound, too: a 
31-vendor market will set up 
shop by the Catholic church 
on Poplar and Church Street. 
The market will host makers 
offering sourdough bread, 
artisanal jewelry, and every-
thing in between. The Pines, 
a historic Victorian inn on 

Maple Street, will open its 
doors for tours as well. 

This year’s Community 
Day is also offering an eye-
popping amount of compli-
mentary experiences, for kids 
and adults alike. First there’s 
a free breakfast hosted by 
Pine Plains Fire Company. 
Free raffle tickets are on of-
fer, with the chance to win 
prizes like gift certificates to 
local businesses like Chase-
holm Farm and Factory Lane 
Automotive — or fruit trees 
donated by Full Circus Farm. 
There’s a free scavenger hunt 
to work up an appetite, and 
free lunch from local restau-
rants to sate it — all chased 
down with a postprandial 
stroll through the free corn 
maze.   

“There ought to be some-
thing of interest for every-
one,” Champagne said. “We’re 
really curious to see what 
people enjoy.” 

Town Councilwoman 
Jeanine Sisco is the group’s 
liaison to the town. She’ll also 
be the one “collecting garbage 
and schlepping benches.”

“We did Community 
Day for years,” Sisco said. 
“But sometimes people just 
didn’t step up. We’re hoping 
this will be the start of doing 
it every year.”

The goal, Sisco says, is 
to bring people in to town. 
All the people: generational 
locals and weekenders alike. 
“We want to bring all those 
folks into a united venue to 
get to know what’s going on 
in town, and revitalize the 
spirit of community.”

Amenia

Water Committee explores online payments

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — The Water 
Committee is exploring op-
tions to allow municipal wa-
ter customers to pay their bills 
online and by credit card.

Responding to customer 
interest in additional pay-
ment options, the committee 
discussed potential billing 
software upgrades during its 
regular meeting Wednesday, 
June 3.

Town Billing Clerk Nancy 
Nowak presented informa-
tion from Muni-Link of 
Bellwood, Pennsylvania, a 
cloud-based billing company 
that serves municipal utilities. 

“This software is so much 
better,” Nowak said. “It is 
similar to what we have now, 
but it’s easier.”  She added that 
the company works with four 
credit card processors.

Initial set-up cost for 
the system is estimated at 
$12,000, Nowak said, with an 
additional monthly charge of 
$650. Current administration 

costs for billing stands at $138 
monthly for the town.

“But you would be getting 
twice as much service,” said 
Water Committee chairman 
Bill Flood, comparing the 
proposed streamlined billing 
system to the present one. 

Nowak had explained that 
the current system provides 
limited account management 
capability, leaving much input 
to be done by hand. She re-
ported also that over the years, 
customers have asked for the 
convenience of emailed bill-
ing and on-line payment.

For those water district 
customers who lack computer 

capability or who prefer to 
pay in person, there would 
still be the option for mailed 
billing.

The committee agreed to 
continue to explore the op-
tion, gathering additional in-
formation, before presenting 
a proposal to the Town Board.

In other discussion, Flood 
announced that the prefab-
ricated pump house building 
is expected to be installed at 
the Lavelle Road site in the 
fall. The foundation is ready 

to accept the new structure.
A program to replace non-

working water meters is pro-
gressing with VRI Environ-
mental Services, the town’s 
water operator, having sent 
out 20 postcard notices. In re-
sponse so far, 13 meters have 
been replaced.

In final action, the Water 
Committee agreed to meet 
quarterly, rather than the cur-
rent monthly schedule. Spe-
cial meetings will be sched-
uled as needed.

Correcting Errors

We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual 
and/or typographical errors 
in advertisements when 
such errors affect meaning. 
Notice of such error must be 
given to us after the first run 
of the advertisement.

Email news and photos to editor@millertonnews.com
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Worship Services
Week of June 14, 2026

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

(860) 435-2627

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

Rev. Dr. Johan Johnson, 
 Priest-in-Charge

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, June 14 at 10:30 a.m.  
 For information, contact Jo Loi  

at jokiauloi@gmail.com
All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gates

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church  

40 Leedsville Road 
Amenia Union, NY

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE

Visit our website for links
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com 
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
8:00AM - Worship Service  

2nd & 4th Sunday  
“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”

 The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-824-5534

canaanct-umc.com
canaanctumc@gmail.com

We hope you will join us!

Send obituaries  
to obituaries@lakevillejournal.com

Memorial Service

Walter E. DeMelle

Celebration of Life

Jim Dresser

LAKEVILLE — Friends are invited to participate in a memo-
rial service for Walter E. DeMelle on Saturday, June 27 at 2:00 
p.m. at The Hotchkiss School Chapel, Lakeville, Connecticut.

Full obituary at: https://lakevillejournal.com/walter-earle-
demelle-jr

A Celebration of Jim Dresser’s Life 

Saturday, July 18, 12 – 3 p.m. At Hill Acre Camp on Mt. 
Riga, Salisbury, CT. 

Call Laura Carlson with questions.

Memorial Service

Rafael Porro

SALISBURY — Rafael 
Porro passed away on Janu-
ary 6, 2026.

Family and friends are 
invited to attend a memorial 
service in his honor on Satur-
day, June 13, 2026, at 11:00 a.m. 
at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 

Salisbury.
The family welcomes all 

who knew and loved Rafael 
to join them in remembering 
and celebrating his life.

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.

For another obituary, see page A2

OBITUARIES

SHARON — Susanne 
Cecilia Berberoglu, beloved 
wife,  mother, 
grandmother, and 
friend, passed away 
peacefully on May 
14 surrounded 
by the love of her 
family. 

Born on Fe 13, 
1951, in New Mil-
ford, Susanne lived 
a life filled with 
warmth, adventure, 
compassion, and dedication 
to those she loved.

A graduate of Brookfield 
High School, Susanne went 
on to work as a travel agent, a 
career perfectly suited to her 
adventurous spirit and love 
of discovering the world. She 
especially cherished her trav-
els to Australia, London, and 
Hawaii, creating memories 
that she carried throughout 
her life.

Susanne had a lifelong 
passion for antiques and 
found joy in collecting and 
appreciating beautiful pieces 
filled with history and char-
acter. She was also deeply de-
voted to her beloved Boston 

Terriers, whom she lovingly 
raised and cared for over 

many years. Her 
home was always 
filled with warmth, 
laughter, and the 
companionship 
of the dogs she 
adored.

Above all else, 
Susanne trea-
sured her family. 
She is survived by 
her devoted hus-

band of 54 years, Tayfun 
Berberoglu Sr.; her loving 
daughter, Jennifer; her son, 
Tayfun Berberoglu Jr.; and 
her cherished granddaugh-
ters, Faora and Sybella. Her 
love, kindness, strength, and 
gentle spirit will forever re-
main in the hearts of all who 
knew her.

Susanne will be remem-
bered for her caring nature, 
adventurous soul, and un-
wavering love for her fam-
ily, friends, and animals. 
Her memory will continue 
to inspire all whose lives she 
touched.

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.

CANAAN — Nicholas 
Gandolfo Jr., 94 of East Ca-
naan passed on June 
4,2026, after a cou-
rageous battle with 
kidney cancer and 
CLL Leukemia.

Nicholas was 
born and raised 
in East Canaan to 
Nicholas Gandolfo 
Sr. and Marie Zucco 
Gandolfo both Ital-
ian immigrants, a 
heritage Nicholas embraced 
with pride. 

During his youth Nick had 
a passion for the outdoors es-
pecially hunting and fishing 
which he enjoyed throughout 
his lifetime. 

Nick served in the Ko-
rean war as a Marine. Dur-
ing his heroic service he 
received many medals and 
citations,most notably for 
saving his platoon even 
while sustaining injury him-
self during the famed Battle 
Of The Hook. Nick showed 
selfless dedication to serv-
ing the needs of others. He 
was involved with the Marine 
Corps League with whom 
he established a scholarship 
fund, the Canaan Couch 
Pipa VFW, providing durable 
medical equipment (and Girl 
scout cookies)to various VA 
homes and hospitals includ-
ing Walter Reed in Wash-
ington. Nick also aided and 
assisted in other charitable 

causes not just limited to 
veterans, he served his com-

munity, for exam-
ple, by providing 
thanksgiving din-
ners to needy local 
families.

Nicholas served 
as a volunteer 
firefighter for the 
town of Canaan 
for 25 years.

He will be re-
membered for his 

quick wit, and his fiery dis-
position. He was a shameless 
flirt who competed with his 
pals on who would receive 
the most hugs at any social 
gathering. With his charm, he 
always won.

Nicholas is predeceased by 
five brothers and his longtime 
partner Marlene Strattman. 
He is also predeceased by his 
daughter, Karen Gandolfo.

Nicholas leaves behind his 
loving daughters and their 
partners, his grandchildren 
and their partners and his 
great grand children. He 
is also survived by his only 
remaining brother, Robert 
Gandolfo, with whom he 
greatly valued his love and 
support. Nick also leaves 
behind numerous nieces 
and nephews. In his words, 
he had a special relationship 
with nieces Melissa Gandolfo 
and Lynne Gandolfo. 

The family wishes to thank 
Salisbury Visiting Nurses.

SHARON — Our beloved 
and greatly respected Fran-
coise Albertine Kelz of Sharon 
passed away peacefully on May 
17, 2026, at the age of 103. Born 
on Sept. 10, 1922 in New York 
City, she was the first and only 
child to Albertine Durand and 
Francois Kelz. She grew up in 
New York City and eventually 
moved to Scarsdale, New York 
in 1926 and finally to Sharon in 
1967. She grew up during the 
Depression and upon her grad-
uation from Scarsdale High 
School in 1940, France had 
fallen to the Germans during 
WW II. D-Day coincided with 
her graduation from Barnard 
College in 1944. These mile-
stones were often repeated in 
her love of storytelling over the 
years. She shared countless and 
amazing tales as she reminisced 
about her life.

Her father’s family was 
from Bavaria, Germany and 
he was one of nine children. 
He and several of his broth-
ers came to the US by boat 
and settled in the Bronx in 
the 1890’s. He was Maitre’d at 
the Old Ritz Carlton where he 
met mother who worked as a 
receptionist. Mother was from 
Normandy, France where her 
family owned a large farm. 
Father was also employed at 
the Rainbow Room and Savoy 
Plaza as well as the famous 21 
Club in NYC. Francoise was 
a treasure of information and 
spoke of the days of prohibi-
tion and other fascinating tales 
of history. Mother was an art-
ist and a weaver. She designed 
and taught weaving and pro-
duced many tapestries on her 
looms passing this talent along 
to Francoise who was also a 
skilled weaver and loved to 
sew, embroider and knit.   

Francoise was strong willed 
and possessed a sharp wit and 
a wonderful sense of humor. 
She learned early on the value 
of an education, especially for 
girls. Her maternal grand-
mother had been “cheated” 
out of an education years ago 
and so she vowed to get the 
best education and the best 
opportunities that she could. 
And so she did.

She attended Barnard Col-
lege in NYC where she studied 
Botany. She was the winner of 
the Herman Botanical Prize 
and graduated in 1944. In her 
later years she referred to the 

college as the “Barnyard.” She 
would intone this in a teasing 
way but with great 
pride and loving 
affection. She was 
deeply devoted to 
Barnard for over 
85 year. In 2004, 
Francoise received 
the Award for Ser-
vice to Barnard at 
her 60th Reunion. 
She held nearly 
every position of 
class leadership, serving mul-
tiple terms as president, vice 
president and fundraising 
chair. With her characteris-
tic generosity of time, energy 
and spirit she spearheaded the 
creation of the Class of 1944 
Memorial Scholarship Fund 
to honor the memory of class-
mates who had passed away 
and to continue the link with 
future generations of Barnard 
students. She also established 
the Durand-Kelz Scholarship 
Fund, recognizing her mater-
nal grandmother, who was 
not given the opportunity to 
pursue a college education of 
her own.

After Barnard, Francoise 
attended Wellesley College 
and Columbia College to 
obtain her Master’s degree 
in Botany. She taught at Co-
lumbia Pharmacy College in 
NYC from 1946-1965, and 
eventually became chairman 
of the Scholarship Committee 
at the college.

Francoise began to teach 
at Kent School in the Fall of 
1965 where she taught Biol-
ogy until her retirement in 
1988. Francoise was consid-
ered a pioneer as one of the 
first full time female faculty 
members and completing an 
illustrious career on the Hill 
Campus in an ever develop-
ing science department. She 
is dearly remembered by her 
former colleagues and stu-
dents for her deep love of 
science and her tremendous 
energy and enthusiasm. She 
led a long and distinguished 
career as a teacher and never 
slowed down after retirement.

Francoise and her mother 
were very close and they loved 
to take long drives off the beat-
en paths. On one of their many 
trips, Francoise found and 
instantly fell in love with the 
“story book” town of Sharon 
where she bought her home 

Susanne Cecilia Berberoglu

Nicholas Gandolfo Jr.

Francoise Albertine Kelz

in 1963. She was so proud to 
have purchased her own home 

and eventually she 
moved her parents 
in from Scarsdale. 
Mother and Fran-
coise were avid 
flower and vegeta-
ble gardeners and 
loved to cook while 
Father enjoyed long 
walks and star gaz-
ing.

Once she settled 
into her home in Sharon, Fran 
brought the same energy and 
curiosity into her volunteer 
work with the Sharon His-
torical Society. She took on 
the task of cataloging the So-
ciety’s textiles, bringing sev-
eral microscopes retired from 
the biology lab with her. Her 
meticulous notes on every 
item remain a testament to 
her knowledge and patience. 
Being an artist, several of her 
sketches survive in the collec-
tion records. Her dedication as 
a volunteer caught the atten-
tion of the SHS Board and she 
soon became a Board mem-
ber and later served as Presi-
dent. During Fran’s tenure, 
SHS hired its first Executive 
Director and together they 
recognized the historic Gay 
Hoyt House needed an addi-
tion to the properly house the 
Society’s growing collection. 
Funds were raised and Fran-
coise’s vision was matched by 
her generosity. The addition 
opened in 2000 complete with 
a full kitchen that would serve 
receptions and openings that 
could be held without any im-
pediment to hospitality. Af-
ter her presidency, Francoise 
continued to support the His-
torical Society by attending 
openings and fundraisers and 
making frequent visits.

Francoise was also a mem-
ber of the Sharon Garden 
Club and served as President 
in the 1990’s.

Francoise was a devoted 
member of Christ Church 
Episcopal and a beloved pa-
rishioner. She held countless 
seats on their Vestry over 
many decades. She support-
ed all aspects of the church, 
including Alter Guild and 
generously backed many 
projects including the kitchen, 
the steeple and organ resto-
rations. She served as presi-
dent of the northwest corner 

towns’ chapter of Church 
Women United and worked 
in outreach for Church World 
Services. Their women’s min-
istry and children’s programs 
feed, educated and provide 
community grants around 
the world.  

After retirement, Francoise 
traveled extensively.  “I’ve seen 
the world!” She certainly did 
and she shared many stories 
of her adventures. 

As her best friend Bonnie 
wrote, Francoise never mar-
ried or had children but she 
created a “family” through 
her generosity, care and kind-
nesses over the years. She was 
also a “mother” to so many 
of us. 

In keeping with her gen-
erous nature, Francoise es-
tablished the C. and F. Kelz 
Fund through the Berkshire 
Taconic Community Founda-
tion, which will continue to 
support her most cherished 
institutions. Because she has 
arranged a planned gift to her 
fund, it will become endowed 
and her giving will go on after 
her lifetime.  

As Francoise aged she nev-
er let go of her tremendous 
energy. She was never shy 
about standing behind proj-
ects, fighting for a cause and 
always held strong opinions 
and determination. She will be 
deeply missed. May she rest in 
peace and rise in Glory!

Francoise leaves behind her 
many friends and neighbors as 
well as her dear friend Bonnie 
Kerr of Arizona, Audra Lew-
ton from Barnard College and 
her parish family from Christ 
Church Episcopal in Sharon. 
Special thanks to Dr. David 
Kurish for his care over the 
years and to the SVNA Home 
Assistance Program, espe-
cially to her devoted caregiver 
and dear friend Betty Mad-
dock also known lovingly as 
“Mama.”

There will be a celebration 
of Fran’s life held on Wed., 
June 17 at 10:00 a.m. at Christ 
Church Episcopal and fol-
lowed by a reception.

In lieu of flowers, we en-
courage people to send dona-
tions in memory of Francoise 
to The Little Guild Animal 
Rescue in West Cornwall. 
(See website: littleguild.org) 
The Kenny Funeral Home has 
care of arrangements.
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“I find his work so derivative, don’t you?”

The views expressed 
here are not necessarily 
those of The Millerton 
News and the News 
does not support or 
oppose candidates for 
public office.

We accept gifts, 
grants and sponsor-
ships from individuals 
and organizations for 
the general support of 
our activities, but our 
news judgments are 
made independently 
and not on the basis of 
donor support.

Accepting financial 
support does not mean 
we endorse donors or 
their products, services 
or opinions.

Letters to the edi-

tor deadline is 10 a.m. 

Monday for that week’s 

publication. No more 

than 500 words. Send 

to editor@millerton 

news.com. Include 

town and phone num-

ber for confirmation.

Misleading headline in The News confuses readers

Experience matters and Barrett has it

Barrett’s performance 

needs scrutiny

Didi Barrett has 

delivered for district

The Our Towns article 
(MN date 5/28/26) about the 
Webutuck school budget vote 
was lacking in three respects: 
reporting, editing and head-
line writing. 

The reporter said the vote 
was approved, but he failed to 
include the vote count. How 
is the voter to know if it was a 
squeaker or a ground swell of 
approval? The voter is entitled 
to know.

The editor failed to catch 
this oversight. That’s what 
they’re there for!

The false headline mis-
led the reader: that it was 
the “first tax increase in five 
years.” Or, in the reporter’s 
words in the lede, “the first 
property tax increase in over 

five years.” That is patently 
false and reflects a complete 
misunderstanding of property 
taxation. 

The school district’s story 
line was presumably that it 
was the first property tax 
LEVY increase in five years. 
The levy rate is the percent-
age increase (or decrease) in 
the school budget, before NYS 
funds are added. If true (and 
I don’t track school district 
property tax levy percentages, 
so let’s presume it’s true), that 
is commendable and deserv-
ing of driving the narrative 
that the school district is spin-
ning. 

But, the reader should 
expect a truthful, more so-
phisticated and balanced 

presentation of the news. 
With no modifications to my 
property (except deprecia-
tion), my school district taxes 
did not increase in 2022, but 
they did increase in 2023, 
2024 and 2025 and they will 
most assuredly increase again 
in 2026.

The reason my school 
district taxes have or will in-
crease in four of the last five 
years is that property assess-
ments throughout the town 
of Amenia – with the notable 
exception of SILO RIDGE – 
have increased substantially 
over the last five years. My 
assessment has increased by 
11% in 2022, 11% in 2023, 4% 
in 2024, 10% in 2025 and 4.5% 
in 2026. Total increase 46.5% 

in 5 years!
I understand and can ac-

cept the need for some equal-
ization and rebalancing of 
the town’s total assessment, 
but…1) the school district 
shouldn’t be allowed to get 
away with spinning their 
message without some ac-
countability and 2) the town’s 
assessor and the town board 
need to feel a little pushback 
from Amenia homeowners to 
the pressure they feel from 
the Silo Ridge homeowner 
litigants over their property 
tax assessments. 

I’m sure I am not alone on 
both these points of griev-
ance.

Dan Brown

Amenia

As we officially start the 
primary election season in 
June, I write to urge voters in 
New York’s Assembly District 
106 to vote for our good friend 
and Assembly member, Didi 
Barrett, who faces a primary 
challenge before the general 
election this Fall.  Early vot-

ing begins on June 13 through 
June 21, 2026.  Election Day is 
June 23, 2026. 

Didi continues to work 
hard to deliver for her Hud-
son Valley community every 
day. As a skillful legislator 
and relationship builder, she 
is responsible for a number 

of “firsts” in legislative ac-
complishments.  Her bill to 
restore benefits for veterans 
discharged under Don’t Ask 
Don’t Tell and for PTSD be-
came the first in the country 
and a role model for other 
state legislatures. As Chair 
of the Assembly’s Energy 
Committee, she has fought 
to lower utility costs and 
make energy bills more 
transparent.  She recently 
passed legislation to create 
the first statewide morato-
rium on data centers in the 
country.  Didi also wrote and 
advocated for the passage of 

legislation that creates a pilot 
project for regenerative agri-
culture that allows farmers to 
sequester carbon in the soil, 
reducing greenhouse gases 
while promoting resiliency 
and productivity.  This is 
a mere sampling of Didi’s 
many notable accomplish-
ments over the years.

New Yorkers need expe-
rienced leaders now more 
than ever.  Please remember 
to VOTE this month for a 
proven leader in this race, 
Didi Barrett.

Adelaide Camillo

Dutchess County

I’ve been receiving a lot 
of postcards and emails from 
Didi Barrett heading into 
the primary election on June 
23rd.  Each of them proudly 
assert Didi’s credentials on 
climate. 

Here’s a line from a recent 
email: “Didi is a lifelong envi-
ronmentalist and was one of 
the few legislators who just 
voted against rolling back our 
landmark climate law. She’s 
been leading the charge to 
lower utility costs — and the 
fossil fuel companies have 
been fighting her tooth and 
nail! “.   I’m supposed to read 
this and think That’s great, I 
want to see action on climate 
and I hate that Gov. Hochul 
just trashed that law Didi’s 
talking about, I guess I’ll vote 
for her!

But Didi’s email uses care-
fully crafted language to mis-
lead.  As chair of the powerful 
Assembly Energy Committee, 
Didi has tremendous influ-
ence over State energy policy. 
The amendments gutting our 
climate law could not have 
passed without the coopera-

tion of the Committee she 
chairs. In fact, one of the key 
elements of that gutting was 
introduced by Didi in 2023 as 
Assembly Bill A6039. A gift to 
the oil and gas industry that 
discounts the disastrous ef-
fects of methane on climate. 
Didi knows that she’s vulner-
able on these issues and as is 
often the case she was able to 
vote no after Hochul rounded 
up sufficient votes to ensure 
the amendment would pass.

Didi’s claim about her vi-
cious battle with fossil fuel 
interests doesn’t stand up ei-
ther. Why would the utilities, 
companies that stand to make 
millions from Didi’s climate 
rollback work, pour tens of 
thousands into her campaigns 
if they didn’t see her as an ally? 

Didi Barrett has held office 
for 14 years. Voters don’t need 
to rely on campaign mailers 
to judge her performance; 
they can examine her record 
for themselves. That’s exactly 
what I hope they’ll do before 
heading to the polls.

Bill Kish

North East

I write to remind Demo-
cratic Party voters of how 
hard Didi Barrett has worked 
for us and how much she has 
accomplished since she entered 
the Assembly in 2012.  I think 
it is also important to discuss 
the disingenuous attacks on her 
by her primary opponent, Sam 
Hodge.  I have received at least 
3 or 4 mailers from Hodge say-
ing that Didi refuses to support 
legislation to tax the rich.  Since 
a refusal to impose higher taxes 
on wealthy New York State 
residents seemed at odds with 
the many progressive positions 
that Didi has taken and fought 
for during her 14 years in the 
Assembly, I did a little research 
and found out that Didi has 
NOT refused to “tax the rich.”  

The fact is that the “tax 
the rich” bill, A8953, has not 
come up for a vote yet and is 
still being discussed in and not 
yet finalized by the Assembly 
Ways and Means Committee, 
of which Didi is not a member.  

Space limitations prevent 
me from listing anything near 
all of the legislation that Didi 
has worked on, sponsored, or 
passed.  Some of these are: bills 
to protect reproductive free-
dom, raise the minimum wage, 
protect the Hudson River from 
federal efforts to create anchor-
ages for petroleum-carrying 
barges, help farmers increase 
soil resiliency and productivity 
for their farms, support fam-
ily leave, provide strong rent 
regulation, restore benefits 
to veterans denied honorable 
discharges due to “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell,” and support veter-
ans with PTSD.  Didi has also 
backed legislation to criminal-
ize “ghost” guns and to ban “dis-

guised” guns and “bump stocks.”
Didi currently is a co-spon-

sor of the New York for All Act, 
to better protect New Yorkers 
from ICE’s cruel tactics.  And 
just this past week, the Assem-
bly passed a bill Didi sponsored 
to impose a one-year morato-
rium on data centers and create 
a separate utility rate class for 
large energy users.

Didi’s efforts to bring mon-
ey into our District – and else-
where in the State - have also 
been extensive and impressive.  
She has delivered millions of 
dollars to strengthen schools, 
expand public libraries and 
day care centers, repair roads, 
support first responders, house 
community college students, 
block tuition increases at 
SUNY colleges and help create 
a tuition-free program for low 
and middle class SUNY and 
community college students, 
and support cultural spaces like 
the Stissing Center.

Didi’s work for us has been 
bold and progressive – quali-
ties that Mr. Hodge claims for 
himself.  However, making 
false statements about one’s 
opponent – let alone a rep-
resentative who has been as 
energetic, hard-working, and 
effective as Didi – may be, in 
Mr. Hodge’s word, “bold,” but 
not in a good way.  And it is 
definitely not progressive.  
The absence of honesty and 
integrity in government of-
ficials has a devastating effect 
on us.  Mr. Hodge’s repeated 
dishonest attacks on Didi are 
shameful and, in my opinion, 
disqualify him for the job as 
our Assembly member.

Amy Rothstein

Pine Plains

THIS WEEK
Assemblywoman Didi Barrett, who represents 

parts of Dutchess and Columbia counties, is facing 
a Democratic primary challenge from Sam Hodge. 
This is a race within one party, but the questions 
behind it are familiar to voters of any affiliation. 

How much does experience matter? What about 

independence, new ideas or a willingness to 

challenge the system? What makes someone an 

effective representative for your community?

Send your responses to publisher@
lakevillejournal.com by Monday, June 8 at 10 a.m. 

or comment on Facebook or Instagram.
We’ll publish a selection in next week’s paper. 

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION
Where do you shop for groceries? 

How do price, selection, distance, hours, 

or transportation shape where you go?

“TriCorner FEED in Millerton. As single mom and head 
of household they are a life saver with their income 
based sliding scale memberships. Plus everything 

is local and fresh and they do a good latte!”
— Ali DeProdocini, Salisbury

“I live in Sharon so I visit Sharon Market 3 times a week for 
cold cuts, bread, prepared foods or a sandwich. I also shop at 
Lebonne’s in Salisbury twice a month. For major shopping 

I go to Stop & Shop in either Canaan or Torrington.”
— Johnny Martin, Sharon

PHOTO BY JAMES H. CLARK

At the lake
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in the  
Future!
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Millbrook High School Congratulations 
to the class of 2026

m mm

Good Luck in Your 
Future Endeavors

Gabrielle Mathers Alexandra Morais

Haylee Ackerman Virginia Alarcon Gionna Amodeo Collette-Kate Ashong Luca Cannistra Caleb Ceballos

Lauren Chiu Lucas Ciferri Zachary Cohen Benjamin Conklin Saida Mejia Cumbe Maya Cuomo

Caleb Dennis Jacob Detlefs Aidan Evangelista Samantha Florentino-Avendano Adileen Francia Makenna Freeswick

Abygail Lopez German Elizabeth Osio Gomez Ava Green Brodie Greenwell Ciara Grey Caitlin Hammond

Samuel Hart Elizabeth Jefferson Courtney Kaan Seth Kaan Lydia Kascsak
Salutatorian

Maeve Lomoriello

Aaron Lopez Diego Santiago Lopez Nestor Gonzalez Lopez Alyssa Mangione

Eden Martin-Miller Damian Martinez

845.677.5857  |  OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Sat 9- 6 / Sun 10 -5

57 Front Street, Millbrook, NY 12545
merrittbookstore.com

Books • Toys • Cards • Author Events 
Gift  Cards & Book Subscriptions

Writing & Felting Workshops
Small gift s and more.

B O O K S T O R E
T O Y S T O R E

Stay connected! 
Near or Far, we are still 

your local bookstore!

Congratulations 

Graduates!

845.677.5857    |    OPEN 7 DAYS 
Mon-Sat 9- 5 / Sun 10-4 Books • Toys • Cards • Author Events 

Gift Cards • First Edition Club
Journals, small gifts and more

845.677.5857  |  OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Sat 9- 6 / Sun 10 -5

57 Front Street, Millbrook, NY 12545
merrittbookstore.com

Books • Toys • Cards • Author Events 
Gift  Cards & Book Subscriptions

Writing & Felting Workshops
Small gift s and more.

B O O K S T O R E
T O Y S T O R E

Stay connected! 
Near or Far, we are still 

your local bookstore!

Congratulations 

Graduates!

Congratulations to the class of 2026

845-677-3471
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Millbrook High School Congratulations 
to the class of 2026

m mm

Congratulations 
2026 Graduates!

From The Millerton News

Henry Nichols Avrianna O’Brien Kymora O’Farrell Orlando Olivera

Elizabeth Taylor Kole Tempestilli

Robert Tompkins Dylan Vasquez  
Valedictorian

Corrynn Weber Selah Witt

Michael Reyes Eddy Rodriguez

Kaylee Roth Logan Shaughnessy Robert Smith Lola Socci

Grace Preuss Ava Ramgahan

Maxim Ramos Raymond Renzo Gabriella Resto Angelo Reyes

Town Board approves plan for Wassaic road closure for classic car show

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — Officials ap-
proved the closure of Main 
Street in Wassaic ahead of a 
car show and flower event.

Anticipating the classic car 
show and flower event to be 
held on Saturday, June 13, the 
Town Board unanimously ap-
proved a resolution to close 
Wassaic’s Main Street to ac-
commodate the event and 

visitors. Hours of the closure 
will be from 8 a.m. until 12 
noon. This will be the second 
year of the popular event that 
combines classic cars and flo-
ral displays in profusion.

The board also looked 
ahead to another upcoming 
road closure. Town Super-
visor Rosanna Hamm an-
nounced that the town has 
secured state permission for 
the closure of Route 343 in 
Amenia for the Harvest Fes-

tival on Saturday, Oct. 17.
In other business, the 

board considered mainte-
nance needs at one of the 
town’s historic cemeteries. 
Concerns about the condition 
of the Old Burying Ground 
on Old North Road brought 
George Bistransin before the 
board to request funding for 
tree work at the cemetery. 
Bistransin said overhanging 
shade trees are encouraging 
lichen growth on historic 

gravestones and preventing 
grass from growing in some 
areas. The lichen is damaging 
the stones and obscuring their 
inscriptions, he said.

One full day of tree work 
by Lee’s Trees, tree experts, 
would cost $2,700, and get a 
lot done, Bistransin said.

The Town Board voted 
unanimously to proceed with 
the tree work.

“It needs to be done,” said 
councilmember Walter Di-

etrich. “It’s only going to get 
worse.”

The discussion then turned 
to planning and personnel 
matters. 

Councilman Dietrich 
spoke in favor of awaiting 
completion of the review and 
update of the town’s Compre-
hensive Plan, which is nearing 
its final draft. Once approved, 
the plan is likely to lead to 
clarification of the town’s 
zoning regulations. He felt 

that a short delay in consid-
eration of applications would 
benefit the town’s residents.

Dietrich also favored 
implementing of town em-
ployee performance reviews. 
He emphasized that reviews 
are not opportunities to criti-
cize employees, but rather to 
praise their accomplishments 
and the talents they bring to 
their work. Such reviews can 
also give employees a chance 
to express concerns or ideas.

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

Calligraphy lessons

Student members of the Olivet Academy calligraphy club 

prepare to demonstrate their skills and teach youngsters 

at the Amenia Free Library on Friday, June 5. Left to 

right are Ruby Yoon, 17; Sophia Tran, 16; Joel Wu, 16; 

and Ezra Yu, 18, who founded the club in January 2025. 

Yu continues to build on his five years of calligraphy 

experience and love for the art. The club has been creat-

ing Appreciation Cards as a school activity. Yu plans to 

enroll at the University of Chicago in the fall, pursuing 

Economics and Mathematics.

By CHRISTIAN MURRAY

christianm@lakevillejournal.com

FALLS VILLAGE, Conn. 
— The Board of Selectmen 
voted June 8 to deny a re-
quest to allow a group of folk 
dancers to perform in town 
this summer, citing concerns 
over disruptive behavior at 
previous gatherings. The 
board also discussed a pro-
posal that could allow natural 
burials — in which bodies are 
buried without vaults or stan-
dard caskets — in Falls Village 
cemeteries.

The request by the dance 
group sought to revive a 
longstanding tradition that 
brought Morris dancers, 
performers of a traditional 
English folk dance, back to 
the center of town each year.

Robin Cockerline, a Salis-
bury resident who wrote a let-
ter advocating for the dance 
group, said Morris dancers 
had visited Falls Village for 
at least 40 years before the 
tradition ended following 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
death of longtime organizer 

John Dexter and what she de-
scribed as rowdy behavior at a 
previous performance. 

In the letter, Cockerline 
asked the town to permit 
a small group of dancers to 
perform in Falls Village in 
August. Historically as many 
as two dozen dancers partici-
pated.

Cockerline wrote that 
the visiting group would be 
smaller than in years past and 
had assured organizers that 
previous problems would not 
be repeated.

First Selectman David 
Barger said he had spoken 
with several residents who 
live in the center of town and 
found strong opposition to al-
lowing the dancers back. 

“Based on what happened 
in the past, they are not happy 
with it, and they do have a real 
legitimate fear that it will hap-
pen again,” Barger said.

Selectman Judy Jacobs 
agreed, saying there had been 
issues on more than one occa-
sion. The board unanimously 
denied the request. 

Barger, after the meeting, 

said that participants at past 
Morris events had been seen 
urinating and defecating on 
private property, leaving trash 
behind and disrupting resi-
dents.

“There was one family hav-
ing a cookout with friends, 
and there was screaming and 
yelling [in the street],” Barger 
said, noting one of many dis-
ruptions. 

Town reviews  

natural burial policy 

In other business, the 
board discussed whether to 
allow natural burials in Falls 
Village’s cemeteries. They are 
currently not permitted.

The discussion was 
prompted by a recent inquiry 
from a resident interested in 
purchasing a cemetery plot for 
a natural burial, according to 
Town Sexton Tracey Wilson.

Wilson told the board that 
Connecticut law allows mu-
nicipalities to decide whether 
natural, or “green,” burials 
may take place in cemeteries 
they own. Unlike traditional 
burials, natural burials do not 
use embalming fluids or buri-

al vaults and instead rely on 
biodegradable caskets, such 
as pine or cardboard, or burial 
shrouds.

“They’re becoming more 
and more common, and 
people are seeking cemeter-
ies that allow natural burials,” 
Wilson said.

Wilson said Falls Village 
could operate as a hybrid 
cemetery system, allowing 
traditional burials, crema-
tion burials and natural buri-
als within the same cemetery. 
Such an arrangement would 
allow family members who 
choose different burial meth-
ods to remain buried together 
while also giving residents an-
other burial option.

The board initially consid-
ered approving such burials 
but instead voted to have Wil-
son develop guidelines outlin-
ing how the practice would 
be implemented before taking 
formal action. 

The policy would establish 
what qualifies as a natural 
burial and set standards for 
burials conducted in town 
cemeteries. 

Over the border

Falls Village rejects folk dancers, 

considers natural burials 
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But we still need your help to build the 
future. If we don’t grow, we won’t survive.

To help guarantee the future, members of our board are offering an urgent  
$75,000 matching challenge through June 15.  

Every dollar you give up to $75,000 will be doubled.

Here’s how the money will be spent 
Investing in how the news reaches you 
We’re expanding our digital reach, publishing online throughout the week,  
and offering several highly popular newsletters. 
Expanded enterprise and lifestyle reporting   
With a new Executive Editor, we are strengthening our newsroom,  
producing enterprise reporting on major issues and expanding our coverage  
of the arts and community events in the re-designed Compass section. 
Investing in future talent 
We revived the school newspaper and journalism programs at Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School, and plan to do the same at high schools in our New York coverage area.  And for 
the fourth year, we will continue our paid summer internship program for college students. 
Publishing more prize-winning reporting 
The Lakeville Journal earned multiple awards from the New England Newspaper & Press 
Association, including First Place for Natalia Zukerman’s “Bearing Witness at Auschwitz,”  
a powerful story about memory and responsibility. 

Yes, the future of local news for our community is promising—but not guaranteed.
Please join us. Every dollar you give—up to $75,000—will be matched.

Together, we’re building the future of local news.

Local Matters
THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL | THE MILLERTON NEWS

All donations to LJMN Media, Inc., a 501(c)(3),  
are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

$75,000 MATCHING CHALLENGE 

To Donate
Please go to MillertonNews.com/donate

or mail a check to 
LJMN Media, Inc.

64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031

Scan to Donate

THE GOOD NEWS
The Lakeville Journal and The Millerton News 

are alive and well and thriving.
Thanks to you, our two local newspapers have DEFIED the troubling economic trend  

that has led to thousands of America’s small town newspapers shutting down.

$20,000 
to go!
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WHDD AM 1020 WHDD AM 1020  
Serving Northwest, CT and Adjacent Eastern, NY

WHDD FM 97.5WHDD FM 97.5   
Serving the Route 7 corridor from Cornwall to Kent,  
and the Route 22 corridor from Amenia to Pawling

WHDD FM 91.9WHDD FM 91.9 
Serving Sharon, Millerton, Lakeville, Salisbury and Falls Village,  

and adjacent Eastern, NY

WLHV FM 88.1WLHV FM 88.1 
Serving in New York - Northern and Eastern Dutchess County, 
Columbia County, Eastern Ulster and Windham County, and 

Southern Greene County

WBSL FM 91.7WBSL FM 91.7   
Serving North Canaan, CT, Sheffield and South County, MA

We here at Robin Hood Radio are on-air and on-line  
keeping you informed and updated 24 hours a day  

on the following stations of the Robin Hood Radio Network.

OUR TOWNS

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

Millerton volunteer firefighter Shane Watson sprays water and firefighting foam on 

brush at 375 Schultz Hill Road after a brush fire broke out on Friday afternoon, June 5.

Brush fire triggers mutual 

aid response in Pine Plains

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — A brush 
fire tore through about a half 
acre of grass at 375 Schultz 
Hill Road on Friday, June 5.

Fire crews from Pine 
Plains, Millerton and Milan, 
New York, responded to the 
scene. Pine Plains Fire Chief 
Brian Walsh said crews were 
dispatched at 1:11 p.m.

The fire was largely doused 
by 2:15 p.m., with crews con-
tinuing to spray water and 
firefighting foam on the brush 
to suppress any latent flames. 

No injuries were reported.
Trevor Slater, who rents 

the house on the property, 
said he didn’t notice the 
flames until a neighbor drove 
by on the road and alerted 
him and emergency respond-
ers.

“I was on the back side of 
the house and the smoke was 
all going the other way,” Slater 
said.

Walsh said the exact cause 
of the fire was unknown at 
the scene, but he said the blaze 
was not intentionally set.

Slater said he believed the 
fire was a reignition from em-

bers. He said his landlords had 
informed him several days be-
fore that they would be burn-
ing brush. A similar incident 
had happened before, Slater 
said, causing a brush fire that 
spread to within feet of his 
home.

“It burned all the way up to 
the side of my house,” Slater 
said. “That took a couple days 
to reignite as well.”

Walsh confirmed Pine 
Plains firefighters have re-
sponded to blazes at the prop-
erty before.

“We’ve been here multiple 
times,” Walsh said.

Washington Planning 

officials say no permit 

required for local CSA

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — A private 
community-supported agri-
culture operation can con-
tinue after garnering support 
from Washington Planning 
Board members.

Mindy Yang and William 
Harris, the married duo be-
hind Silverbrook Manor on 
Route 44 west of Millbrook, 
appeared before the board on 
Tuesday, June 2, after they re-
ceived a letter from the town’s 
zoning enforcement officer 
noting complaints that the 
property’s use was noncom-
pliant.

Harris explained that the 
letter from ZEO Jonathan 
Ialongo advised the couple to 
seek a special use permit for 
their farm, requiring an appli-
cation to the Planning Board.

Yang and Harris founded 
a membership-based CSA 
on a farm property near the 
intersection of Route 44 and 
Route 82 in Washington af-
ter purchasing the property 
in 2021. The pair described 
the venture as an education-
focused CSA, where members 
may join or lead educational 
hikes, harvesting fruits and 
vegetables or foraging for 
wild food.

“We really advocate on hu-
man experience and connec-
tion,” Yang said. “Especially 
now with AI, it’s about IRL.”

Following Ialongo’s advice, 
Harris and Yang applied for a 
special use permit to run an 
educational club at their farm 
property.

But Planning Board mem-
bers said such a permit was 
unnecessary. Planning Board 
Chair Doug Giles argued that 
Silverbrook Manor doesn’t fit 
within the definition of an 
educational institution or a 
private club under town zon-
ing code.

Giles said that Silverbrook 
Manor’s operation was actu-
ally permitted by right under 
sections of the town’s zoning 
code that address agricultural 
production and under New 
York State’s Agriculture and 
Markets law.

“The agricultural part of it, 
the CSA, the nature walks — 
all of those are pretty much 
permitted by right,” Giles said. 

Board members deter-
mined — with the advice of 
the board’s attorneys — that 
a special use permit was 
not necessary. They advised 
Harris and Yang that they 
may continue operations but 
should seek an official deter-
mination letter from the zon-
ing enforcement officer.

Glamping, bed and 

breakfast applications 

also cause confusion

Two other discussions — 
one a pre-application for a 
“glamping” business and the 
other for a bed and breakfast 
— also caused some confusion 
among board members.

Engineer Jim Teed pre-
sented plans for a glamping 
setup comprising two sea-
sonal, impermanent yurts 
and a permanent a-frame 
house on the Millbrook Beef 
& Dairy farm property at the 
intersection of Shunpike and 
Route 44. 

On behalf of property 
owner David Baldwin, Teed is 
preparing plans to eventually 
pursue a special use permit 
to operate a private camp. He 
said the yurts will consist of a 
permanent concrete pad that 
will hold impermanent tents 
during the summer months. 
The a-frame will serve a dual 
purpose as a check-in location 
and an additional rental unit 
for campers, Teed said.

The confusion stemmed 
from the appropriate defini-
tion under the town’s zoning 
code. Planning Board consul-
tant Aaron Werner found a 
provision during the meet-
ing relating to “glamping” 
that he said seemed to apply 
and regulate yurts, but not the 
permanent a-frame. 

Werner continued, ex-
plaining the applicant would 
likely need permits for acces-
sory dwellings in addition to 
the campground, and that 
wetlands on the property in-
crease the complexity of the 
designs and what information 
would need to be included.

“I don’t think this board 

has seen an application like 
this in recent years,” Werner 
said. “We’re going to be look-
ing at potentially many differ-
ent approvals that will need to 
take place.”

The bed and breakfast ap-
plication came at the end of 
the meeting, prompting yet 
another debate over defini-
tions in the town’s zoning 
code.

James Meagher applied to 
convert his parents’ former 
home on Welwyn Road into 
a bed and breakfast, seeking 
to generate revenue from the 
home to offset the cost of 
property taxes.

Meagher explained he did 
not primarily live at the resi-
dence, spending weekdays in 
New York City and weekends 
in Millbrook. That revelation, 
along with the fact that Mea-
gher’s anticipated business 
partner and chosen innkeeper 
at the proposed B&B, Em-
ily Hay, was the person who 
submitted the application, 
prompted Planning Board 
members to inform Meagher 
that his application did not fit 
within the town’s B&B regu-
lations.

Washington zoning code 
requires a bed and breakfast 
to be the owner’s primary 
residence, and requires ap-
plicants for a bed and break-
fast special use permit to be 
the owner of the property. 
Because Meagher does not 
live at the home and the ap-
plication was actually submit-
ted under Hay’s name, board 
members suggested Meagher 
should instead seek a short-
term rental permit from Town 
Hall instead.

Under the town’s short-
term rental law, property 
owners must reside in the 
primary structure for at least 
100 days per year to qualify 
for a permit. 

“I don’t mind doing the 
short-term rental,” Meagher 
said. “We were under the im-
pression this might be more 
straightforward.”

Millerton’s 175th committee seeks 

volunteers for three-day fair

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — Plans for 
Millerton’s 175th anniversary 
celebration are taking shape, 
and organizers are seeking 
volunteers to help staff the 
community fair scheduled 
for July 17-19 at Eddie Col-
lins Memorial Park.

The three-day fair will 
follow a week of anniver-
sary events held throughout 
the village and at the park. 
Planned attractions for the 
fair include live music each 
day, inflatable rides and 
games, food and beer ven-

dors, commemorative mer-
chandise, a petting zoo and 
giveaways.

Anna Clune, a member of 
the Millerton 175th Commit-
tee, is leading the volunteer 
recruitment effort.

Clune said volunteers for 
the fair are needed in four pri-
mary areas: directing park-
ing, staffing the merchandise 
booth, chaperoning the chil-
dren’s zone and assisting at an 
information booth. 

Friday and Saturday will 
be divided into two shifts, 
Clune said, with volunteers 
having their choice of work-
ing the first half, the second 

half or both. 
The fair is set to operate on 

Friday from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
and on Saturday from noon 
to 10 p.m.

Sunday will have only 
one shift, with fair activities 
scheduled to run from noon 
to 6 p.m. in Eddie Collins Me-
morial Park. 

Interested volunteers can 
sign up under the “Volunteer” 
section of the celebration’s 
webpage, villageofmillerton-
ny.gov/175th.

Clune is also available to 
provide more information 
by email at annaclune1023@
gmail.com. Your 
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Stay informedStay informed

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — The town’s 
new Highway Department ga-
rage and salt shed is one step 
closer to construction after 
officials opened bidding for 
the project.

Since approving a $6.33 
million bond issuance in late 
2024, the town has continued 
preparation for the construc-
tion phase for a new highway 
garage and salt shed to be 
built in Wassaic to the east of 
Route 22.

The Town Board voted 
unanimously at its meeting 
on Thursday, June 4, to open 
the bidding process.

Notice was officially post-
ed last week inviting bids for 
the project’s general construc-
tion, plumbing, mechanical 
and electrical work, specify-
ing that the project plans will 
be available on Wednesday, 
June 11.

The Amenia Town Clerk 
must receive bids by Thurs-
day, July 9, at 1 p.m. when bids 
will be opened.

A pre-bid informational 
meeting with representatives 
from CPL Engineering, the 

Officials open bidding for Amenia’s 

new highway garage and salt shed

planning team, will be held at 
the construction site on Mon-
day, June 22, at 9 a.m.

The entire project for the 
5-acre site involves construc-
tion of a 12,620 square foot 
building housing 6 double-
bays and an office/break-
room, mechanical bay with 
lift and washing bay. Also to 
be constructed will be a 60 
by 80-foot salt shed and at-
tached storage building of 
four closed bays and two open 

bays, and a fueling station for 
diesel and gasoline.

A state Water Quality Im-
provement Project grant in 
the amount of $600,000, ap-
plied for early in the project’s 
planning stages, will assist 
with construction of the salt 
shed portion.

Site preparation work has 
been ongoing for the past year 
and a half, in anticipation of 
the current construction bid-
ding process.

PHOTO BY LEILA HAWKEN

Site of the new Amenia Town Garage and Salt Shed 

construction project in Wassaic. Some site prep work 

has been completed. Specs to bid on the construction 

phase became available starting June 11.



than were supportive of the 
idea. Jonathan had acted in 
college, and Sharon Play-
house provided a great place 
to learn. A role in “Elf Jr.” was 
Ivan’s first role, and “Oliver!” 
happened soon after. “The 
Sharon Playhouse is where 
I found my feet as an actor,” 
Howe said. “I did my first 
show there, and I’ve met so 
many friends and mentors 
there.”

Ivan’s optimistic perspec-
tive may have landed him big 
roles, but onscreen, he’s be-
come known for something 
quite different. With dark 
curly hair and a quiet, com-
manding presence, he’s often 
been cast as the brooding, 
troubled character.

That’s especially true in 
“Eric,” the 2024 Netflix se-
ries that introduced Howe 
to a much larger audience. 
He plays Edgar, the son of 
troubled parents who dis-
appears mysteriously in the 
streets of New York City. “Ed-
gar wasn’t necessarily a bright 
and cheerful character,” Howe 
said, “and I really like char-
acters like that. It would be 
fun to be in a comedy, but I 
like the characters who have 
more depth.” 

The series was filmed in 
Budapest and co-stars Gabby 
Hoffman and Benedict Cum-
berbatch, who Ivan idolized 
from his role as Dr. Strange 
in the Marvel movies. “I’m ob-
sessed with all things Marvel,” 
he says, and relished the op-

www.facebook.com/themillertonnews
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tion. She said health depart-
ment approval should be ar-
riving within the week, and 
the 400-square-foot building 
likely wouldn’t take long to 
construct. She clarified that 
there is no clear timeline at 
this moment, but expects to 
get work started as soon as 
approvals come in.

Millerton’s Water and 
Highway building caught fire 
last February, destroying the 
structure and all of the vil-
lage’s road maintenance and 
police equipment. Since then, 

property restoration firm 
BELFOR has been working 
to clear and prep the site for 
a brand new set of buildings.

Farr-Killmer explained the 
Water Department building, 
which will house one of Mil-
lerton’s municipal wells, must 
now be a separate structure 
from the Highway Depart-
ment building due to environ-
mental and health regulations. 
Municipal wells require up to 
a 200-foot buffer from other 
structures to prevent drinking 
water contamination. 

“You’re always waiting on 
the people who are in charge,” 
Schildbach said.

Schildbach said he hopes 
to receive approval for 20 
seats in the shop, but expects 
the health department to re-
duce indoor seating slightly. 

If that happens, Schildbach 
said it will only hamper the 
space’s indoor capacity until 
Millerton’s municipal waste-
water system is installed, 
which is expected to be com-
plete in 2028. He expects to 
receive approval for 12 to 14 

seats inside the café for the 
time being.

Department of Health 
approvals are the last hurdle 
holding things back, Schild-
bach said. Once that approval 
has been obtained, Schildbach 
said village building officials 
are prepared to issue permits 
for the interior renovations 
and he is ready to get to work.

The shop is targeting an 
early July opening date, with 
a goal of opening before Mil-
lerton’s 175th celebration set 
for July 11 to 19.

in Lakeville.
The couple has long 

dreamed of running their 
own restaurant, so when 
Babette’s co-founders Buffy 
Arbogast and Beth Daidone 
expressed a desire to find 
new owners, the Burgens 
jumped at the chance. 

“We’re excited to contin-
ue the legacy that Beth and 
Buffy started,” said Jennifer 
Burgen. “We like to say that 
they kept it in the family.”

For 22 years, Babette’s 
Kitchen has been a Millbrook 
staple for coffee, breakfast, 
lunch and catering. With an 
emphasis on local produce 
and a menu sourced from 
nearby farms, Babette’s has 
gained regional acclaim for 
its inventive menu and exten-
sive pastry offerings. Their 
buttermilk biscuits, fritta-

tas, and seasonal rotations 
have made the 20-seat café a 
weekend favorite for locals 
and weekenders alike.

Like Babette’s founders, 
the Burgens graduated from 
the Culinary Institute of 
America, a culinary school 
based in Hyde Park. When 
Babette’s founder Arbogast 
attended in 2004, she was at 
the forefront of a gastronomic 
migration. 

The Burgens are part of the 
second wave, and are commit-
ted to keeping Babette’s core 
menu intact. “We’re not do-
ing any changes for the first 
couple of years, but in the 
long term, we’d love to bring 
some family recipes out,” Bur-
gen said. “My grandmother 
was a great cook, and Mike’s 
grandmother was an amazing 
baker.” 

Michael Burgen was raised 
in the Buffalo area, and he’s 
looking forward to bringing 
some of the flavors of West-
ern New York to Babette’s. 
“There’s a great little food 
scene up there,” Michael 
Burgen said. “But a lot of the 
items are very regional. You 
don’t really see them in other 
parts of the state. It’ll be fun 
to see people experience that.” 
That will eventually include 
Buffalo wings during football 
season, and Beef on Weck, a 
Buffalo classic that features 
thinly sliced roast beef on a 
kummelweck roll with horse-
radish and caraway seeds.

In the meantime, however, 
the Burgens are running the 
kitchen Beth and Buffy have 
perfected over two decades 
with little change.

 “They’ve built such a great 

place,” says Michael Burgen, 
“and it has such a loyal fol-
lowing.” Michael has spent 
much of the last 18 months 
learning the ins and outs at 
Beth’s elbow: her flavors, 
her systems, and her kitchen 
space. “Every kitchen is dif-
ferent,” he said. “So her show-
ing me her ways of operat-
ing with the equipment was 
a big part of the production. 
It takes a lot of the guesswork 
out.”

For their part, the now-
previous owners of Babette’s 
feel like they’ve found the 
right team to continue their 
legacy. In a message posted 
earlier this week, Arbogast 
said the Burgens “are the 
perfect pair to keep Babette’s 
true to its roots, but to move 
it forward with fresh bright 
ideas.” 
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Ivan Howe as Josh Baskin in “Big” at Sheldrake’s Stagedoor Manor.

PHOTO BY ALY MORRISSEY

Caroline Farr-Killmer has been leading the effort to 

rebuild Millerton’s fire-ravaged Water Department 

building since last February.

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

Kanchisar Jiradhanaiphat, left, and John Schildbach 

plan to open Muanjai Tea on Main Street in Millerton 

in early July.

New Sharon Land Use Director to begin July 1

By ALEC LINDEN

alecl@lakevillejournal.com

SHARON, Conn. — Nich-
ole “Nikki” Blass of Sharon 
will take over as Land Use Ad-
ministrator on July 1, follow-
ing the retirement of longtime 
employee Jamie Casey. Blass 
is a seven-year veteran of the 
Land Use Office and currently 
serves as the second lieuten-
ant and secretary for Sharon 
Ambulance. 

Casey said Blass’ experi-
ence working as the Office’s 
assistant has set her up well 
to succeed in the role.

The Land Use Administra-
tor is the town’s zoning en-
forcement officer, responsible 
for handling all applications 
related to construction, de-
velopment and landscape al-
terations and issuing citations 
when zoning code is broken. 
It is a paid role that is hired by 
the First Selectman. 

 “To me, she was the only 
choice for the job,” Casey said. 
“She knows the town inside 
and out, and she grew up here. 
That’s important, too.”

 Blass’s appointment was 
announced during the Board 
of Selectmen’s May 26 meet-
ing. In previous weeks, se-
lectmen interviewed Blass 
and another candidate for 

the position. 
 Blass said she was first 

introduced to Casey and the 
Land Use Office through her 
involvement with Sharon 
Ambulance. She was initially 
hired to handle filing duties 
but quickly took on additional 
responsibilities as the work-
load increased during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

 “When Covid hit, we were 
so inundated with projects 
and work that I just jumped 
in,” Blass said, saying that 
she and Casey worked natu-
rally together. “It was sink or 
swim.” 

 Blass said when she takes 
office in July, she plans to 
focus on organization to 
support several large-scale 
projects that are ongoing or 
pending review. Those in-
clude the development of an 
office facility for Jasper Johns-
affiliated nonprofit Low Road 
Foundation and a controver-
sial housing development on 
Hospital Hill Road which is 
currently facing litigation 
from neighbors.

 She said replacing Casey 
will be a challenge. Still, she 
said her time working in the 
office with Casey has pre-
pared her well for the flexibil-
ity and depth of knowledge 
the position requires.

 “Every situation that 
comes through the door is 
not the same as the one that 
was before it,” Blass said. “Be-
ing able to handle that kind of 
thing is the most valuable les-
son she could have taught me.”

 Blass is stepping into a 
complex role, Casey said, 
“but I know she’s more than 
capable of doing it.”

 Plus, “she’s a Sharon girl,” 
Casey said.

 Meanwhile the Selectmen 
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In July, Nikki Blass, right, will take over as Sharon’s 

Land Use Administrator when Jamie Casey retires after 

more than three decades in Town Hall.

have been conducting inter-
views to replace Stanley Mac-
Millan Jr., the town’s building 
inspector and fire marshal of 
three decades, who is also re-
tiring at the end of the month.  
No hire had been announced 
as of June 4. Town Hall is also 
seeking to hire a replacement 
for Blass’ current position to 
assist both the Land Use Ad-
ministrator and Building In-
spector, and will be soliciting 
candidates this month.

portunity to talk shop with 
one of its tentpole characters. 
Cumberbatch is a professed 
fan of the original comic 
books, too, and by the end of 
shooting “Eric,” the two ac-
tors were sharing meals at a 
local Hungarian restaurant 
near the set. 

“It was amazing to see all 
these professional actors, like 
Gabby and Benedict, in their 
environment,” he said. “It was 
a big inspiration for me.”

The cameras represented a 
big change for Howe, whose 
previous acting experience 
had mostly been onstage. 
The scale of a major Netflix 
production required him to 

adapt quickly. 
“I was the only kid on set,” 

Howe said. “It taught me that 
it’s really a professional work-
place, and I learned how to 
tune out everything except for 
the scene.”

Easier said than done — 
especially compared to the 
live energy of a stage. “In the-
ater, you just have to go with 
it…but with screen, you have 
the chance to adjust things.”

After the success of “Eric,” 
Howe returned to the stage. 
He played two lead roles: Josh 
Baskin in “Big” at Sheldrake’s 
Stagedoor Manor, then re-
turned to the Sharon Play-
house stage as Peter Pan. He’ll 

be performing in “The Sav-
iors” at the Atlantic Theater 
Company before starting high 
school in the fall. In between 
rehearsals, Howe likes to vol-
unteer at the Trevor Zoo. 

As for advice for other 
aspiring actors — Howe said 
that feeling uncomfortable is a 
sign you’re headed in the right 
direction. 

“The hardest part of acting, 
to me, can be feeling self-con-
scious,” he said. “Sometimes 
I can feel myself not acting 
to the fullest because of that  
barrier. But when I finally do, 
it’s so much easier. Fight your 
way into whatever you want 
to do.”
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SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

The Mov iehouse is  a  non-pro f i t  501c3  independent  c inema & ar ts  o rgan iza t ion .

FRI 06/12  > THU 06/18 

GIFT CARDS ✴ MEMBERSHIPS ✴ DONATE TODAY 

DISCLOSURE DAY

MAGIC HOUR

BACKROOMS
PRESSURE
SHEEP DETECTIVES

Fri. June 12 @ 12 PM
First Friday Film Club
MURDEROUS

Sat. June 13 @ 7PM
Meet the Director

THE KEEPER + Q&A

Wed. June 17 @ 7PM
GREGG ALLMAN:
Music of My Soul

OUR TOWNS

Christine Gevert
virginal and
harpsichord

Christine Gevert
virginal and
harpsichord

Recital with works by
Bach, Handel, Scarlatti,

Rameau, Kerll and others

Recital with works by
Bach, Handel, Scarlatti,

Rameau, Kerll and others

Millerton foregoes July 4 plans for 

week-long Millerton 175 events

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — The Vil-
lage of Millerton is forego-
ing celebrations on the 4th of 
July this year, opting instead 
to focus on plans for the 175th 
anniversary celebration.

The week-long celebra-
tion — set for July 11 to 19 — 
is packed with events at Eddie 
Collins Memorial Park and 
along Millerton’s Main Street.

Opening day on Satur-
day, July 11, will kick off with 
a craft vendor fair at Eddie 
Collins Memorial Park from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The park will 
also serve as a central hub for a 
community-wide flea market 
sponsored by environmental 
advocacy group North East/
Millerton Climate Smart set 
for the same time.

The Millerton Moviehouse 
is set to show a free screening 
of the 1992 film “A League of 
their Own” at 10:30 a.m. 

Kids are invited to “Touch 
a truck” at the Millerton fire-
house on Century Boulevard 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Shortly after those early-
day events will be a parade 
down Millerton’s Main Street 
at 3:30 p.m., followed by a 
groundbreaking ceremony 
for Millerton’s new pool and 

poolhouse at Eddie Collins 
Memorial Park at 4:30 p.m.

The groundbreaking cer-
emony will feature live music 
from Dutchess County-based 
band 5 Day Knights.

Sunday, July 12, in the 
park will feature a basketball 
tournament and a cornhole 
tournament. 

The Millerton Inn is plan-
ning a special dinner on Mon-
day, July 13, and a party on the 
front lawn on Wednesday, July 
15.

The “Summer Stroll,” 

which invites businesses 
along Main Street to partici-
pate in a block party, is set for 
Thursday, July 16. The annual 
event is sponsored by the Mil-
lerton Business Alliance.

The week culminates with 
the Millerton 175 Fair at Eddie 
Collins Memorial Park, begin-
ning Friday, July 17, and run-
ning through Sunday, July 19. 

Festivities at the park run 
from 2 p.m. to 10 on Friday, 
noon to 10 p.m. on Saturday 
and 2 p.m. to 6 on Sunday.

Included at the fair will be 

inflatable rides and games; a 
petting zoo; vendors selling 
goods, food and beer; com-
memorative merchandise 
and giveaways. Foregoing 
fireworks, the village is plan-
ning a drone light show where 
remote-controlled drones 
will perform a synchronized 
aerial display of images relat-
ing to Millerton’s history. 

All three days of the 
fair will feature live music, 
with performances running 
throughout the afternoons 
and evenings at the park.
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Eddie Collins Memorial Park will serve as a central hub for Millerton’s 175th an-

niversary celebration.

Amenia Fire Co. plans parade, live 

music and fireworks for America 250

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — The Amenia 
Fire Company has taken on 
planning for a 4th of July Cel-
ebration at the firehouse on 
Mechanic Street this year.

An evening of food, games, 
live music and historical pre-
sentations is set for Saturday, 
July 4, at the Amenia firehouse 
on Mechanic Street. A parade 
is planned for 5:30 p.m., with 
lineup beginning at 5:15 p.m. 
at the intersection of Railroad 
Avenue and Old Route 22. 

The highlight of the eve-
ning will be a fireworks dis-
play put on by the Amenia 
Fire Co. at 9 p.m.

Marking the 250th anni-
versary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence, 
foundational to the nation, 
the Amenia Historical Soci-
ety has been actively planning, 
guided by Society President 
Judy Westfall.

Restoration of gravestones 
at the Old Amenia Burying 
Ground (1740) on North 
Road is ongoing, along with 
planned tree work to slow 

deterioration due to weather 
and lichen growth.

Watch for the Amenia His-
torical Society float in the pa-
rade with prominent members 
to be seen sewing a flag or en-
gaged in writing with a plumed 
pen. Amenia’s first fire truck, a 
1937 Sanford, now under res-
toration, may be feeling ener-
getic enough to participate in 
the parade. Work continues on 
that feature.

There will also be music, 
the huge draw of the Amenia 
Fire Company’s cook-out, and 
a large helping of community 

and national spirit to bring 
neighbors together for patri-
otic family fun.

The Amenia Fire Co. is 
still accepting donations to 
help fund the event. Contact 
Scott Boardman at 845-518-
6742 for more information 
about donating.

 Community members 
are encouraged to sign up to 
drive a float in the parade. 
Those who are interested 
can sign up by following a 
QR code on a flyer posted to 
the Amenia Fire Co.’s Face-
book page.

Big Band Sound to take over Millbrook 

Bandshell for free concert July 4

By GRAHAM CORRIGAN

grahamc@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — Mill-
brook’s July Fourth will be a 
group effort. 

Fireworks will be set off 
by the Golf & Tennis Club at 
night. It’s a members-only 
event — if you want to watch 
from inside. There will also 
be free live music from The 
Big Band Sound during the 
day, part of the summer 
concert programming or-
ganized by the Millbrook 
Arts Group. 

The Big Band Sound is a 
20-piece jazz orchestra spe-
cializing in classic swing and 
the big band era. The group 
consists of six saxophones, 

four trombones, four trum-
pets, guitar, bass, piano, 
drums, and vocalists. The 
concert on July Fourth will 
feature music from the Great 
American Songbook, as well 
as a variety of big band clas-
sics. The band kicks off at 6 
P.M., and admission is free. 

The Millbrook Fire De-
partment Carnival will re-
turn the following week. 
The carnival will bring food, 
games, and music to Franklin 
Avenue all weekend, starting 
at 7 P.M. on Wednesday, July 
15 and staying open until 
midnight. Heavy Gauge will 
perform on Wednesday, with 
sets from DJ Johnny Mac and 
Rhythm and Brews on Thurs-
day and Friday, respectively. 

It all culminates with the 
Dutchess County Fireman’s 
Convention Parade on Sat-
urday, July 18.

The Millbrook Quaker 
Meeting House will also be 
offering free monthly tours 
throughout the summer and 
fall. On Sundays from 1 p.m. 

to 4 starting July 12, the his-
toric Nine Partners Meeting 
House on Church Street will 
open its doors to the public. 
The building was completed 
in 1780 and has a capacity of 
1,000. Subsequent tours will 
take place on Aug. 9, Sept. 13, 
and Oct. 11. 
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The Nine Partners meeting house on Church Street in 

Millbrook will host educational tours this summer.

Stanford plans chicken 

dinner, fireworks 

and history for July 4 

celebrations

By GRAHAM 

CORRIGAN

grahamc@millertonnews.com

STANFORD — Stan-
ford will light up the skies 
for July 4th. The celebra-
tion is the tentpole event 
of the town’s REV 250 
programming, and took 
the the combined efforts 
of the Stanford Fire Com-
pany, the Town of Stan-
ford, Stanford Historical 
Society, and Stanford 
Grange #808. 

At 8 p.m., attendees can 
watch the fireworks from 
Stanford Recreation Park 
or Town Hall. But before 
the fuse is lit, a barbecue 
chicken dinner will be 
hosted by the Stanford 
Fire Company. Grange 
Secretary Ryan Orton 
will read the Declaration 
of Independence at 5 p.m., 

followed by remarks from 
Town Councilmember 
Eric Haims. 

The dinner starts at 6 
p.m. Tickets are $12 for 
adults, $8 for kids ages 6-16 
if purchased in advance. 
Children under 5 eat free. 

Stanford’s REV 250 
programming continues 
on July 18 with a lecture 
at the Stanford Library. A 
discussion on “Everyday 
Governance in Revolu-
tionary Dutchess” will be 
led by Dillon Streifeneder 
from 7 p.m. to 8. Then, 
on Sept. 19, Streifeneder 
will return to the library 
with “Looking Backward, 
Looking Forward: Change 
and Continuity in Stan-
ford, NY from the Revo-
lution to the Era of Good 
Feelings.” Both events are 
presented by the Stanford 
Historical Society.

No plans for America’s 

250th in Pine Plains

By GRAHAM 

CORRIGAN

grahamc@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — Pine 
Plains has no fireworks 
planned for the nation’s 
anniversary. 

July 3 is another story — 
Mashomack Fish & Game 
will be ringing in America’s 
250th with pyrotechnics 
launched from their pre-
serve off Route 82. 

The Fourth itself will 
be marked by a differ-
ent kind of celebration: 
it’s the opening of Pine 

Plains’ new adult swim 
lane at Stissing Lake. This 
first phase will create a 
dedicated space, adjacent 
to the public beach, for 
swimmers to enter the 
water. 

It’s swim at your own 
risk — meaning there are 
no life guards on duty, and 
you must be 21 to enter. 
There are future plans for 
a permanent platform, but 
for now the entryway will 
be marked by a gap in the 
fence and a benthic bar-
rier to tamp down aquatic 
vegetation. 
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We're here to Raise Health for all. 

That means bringing the most awarded 
health system in the tristate closer to 
home, investing in enhanced facilities, 
more doctors, and building around what 
your community needs.

Learn more at Northwell.edu/CareforAll

Claim based on U.S. News & World Report's 2025-26 Best Hospitals. Different hospitals within Northwell ranked for different specialties. 

USNWR HDI data and health system delineated by AHA Surveys 2018-2023. Tri-state defined as NY, CT & NJ.
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SECTION 001112
ADVERTISEMENT FOR

BIDS
(N.Y. PUBLIC WORK)

THE TOWN OF
AMENIA

Invites bids for GENERAL

LEGAL NOTICE OF
ESTOPPEL

A resolution, a summary
of which is published
herewith, has been adop-
ted on May 21, 2026, and
the validity of the obliga-
tions authorized by such
resolution may be here-
after contested only if such
obligations were author-
ized for an object or
purpose for which the
Town of Pine Plains, in
the County of Dutchess,
New York, is not author-
ized to expend money or if
the provisions of law
which should have been
complied with as of the
date of publication of this
Notice were not substan-
tially complied with, and
an action, suit or proceed-
ing contesting such validi-
ty is commenced within
twenty days after the
publication of this Notice,
or such obligations were
authorized in violation of
the provisions of the

PINE PLAINS
TOWN BOARD

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the Pine Plains Town
Board will hold a public
hearing on the adoption of
a for the Adoption a Local
Law No. A of 2026
Entitled " A Local Law
Amending
Article XVIII, Section
275-116 of Chapter 275 of
the Town Code" on June
18, at 7:05 p.m. at the Pine
Plains Town Hall, located
at 3284 Route 199, Pine
Plains, New York. A copy
of the proposed Local Law
is available for inspection
on the Town's official
website and at the Town
Clerk's office during nor-
mal business hours. Any
person desiring to be
heard on the adoption of
said Resolution shall be
given an opportunity to do
so. Dated: May 22, 2026
BY ORDER OF THE
PINE PLAINS THE
TOWN BOARD.

MADELIN DAFOE,
Town Clerk

06-11-26

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation of
Kaits Kleaning LLC. Art.
Of Org. filed with SSNY
on 05-22-2026. Office Lo-
cation: Dutchess county.
SSNY designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 24 Attlebury
Hill Road, Standfordville
NY 12581.

06-04-26
06-11-26
06-18-26
06-25-26
07-02-26
07-09-26

hours at the office of the
Town Clerk, 3284 Route
199, Pine Plains, New
York. Dated: May 21, 2026
Town of Pine Plains, New
York

06-11-26

Constitution.
MADELIN DAFOE,
Town Clerk
Town of Pine Plains
BOND RESOLUTION OF
THE TOWN OF PINE
PLAINS, NEW YORK,
ADOPTED MAY 21,
2026, FOR THE PUR-
CHASE OF A HIGHWAY
MOWER AND ATTACH-
MENTS AND ISSUANCE
OF A STATUTORY IN-
STALLMENT BOND TO
FINANCE SAID PUR-
C H A S E  I N  T H E
AMOUNT NOT TO EX-
CEED $159,953.14, AND
THE TRANSFER OF
$42,100 FROM THE
GENERAL FUND AND
$10,000 FROM THE MA-
CHINERY CAPITAL
LINE, STATING THE
ESTIMATED MAXIMUM
COST THEREOF IS
$212,053.14, APPROPRI-
ATING SAID AMOUNT
THEREFOR, AND AU-
THORIZING THE ISSU-
ANCE OF $159,953.14
SERIAL BONDS OF SAID
TOWN TO FINANCE
SAID APPROPRIATION.
Object or purpose: Pur-
chase of a highway mower
and issuance of a statutory
installment bond to fi-
nance said purchase in the
amount not to exceed
$159,953.14
Period of probable
usefulness: Eleven years
Amount of obligations
to be issued: $159,953.14
A complete copy of the
bond resolution summar-
ized above shall be availa-
ble for public inspection
during normal business

1. The Owner's sales tax
exemption.
2. The minimum wage
rates to be paid under the
contract.
3. The requirements per-
taining to certification of
Non-Collusion in prepara-
tion of proposals
submitted for this Project.
No bidder may withdraw
their bid within forty-five
(45) days after date of bid
opening.
In addition, the Bidding
Documents for this project
contain detailed require-
ments for the
qualification of Bidders as
follows:
1. Rigid bonding and
insurance requirements.
4. Financial statements
and bank references.
5. Lists of lawsuits, arbitra-
tions or other proceedings
in which the Bidder has
been named as a party.
6. A statement of Surety's
intent to issue Perform-
ance and Payment Bonds.
7. A description of other
projects of similar size and
scope completed by the
Bidder.
Bidders will comply with
New York State prevailing
wage and supplement re-
quirements.

Town of Amenia
Dutchess County

State of New York
Town Clerk

06-11-26

Interpretations or clarifi-
cations considered neces-
sary will be issued via
Addenda posted to the
CPL planroom website at
www.cplteamplanroom.c
om.
Questions must be re-
ceived on or before 12:00
p.m., EST, Friday, June
26, 2026. Questions
received after this date
may not be answered.
Only questions answered
by formal written
Addenda will be binding.
Oral and other interpreta-
tions or clarifications will
be without legal effect.
Where state and local
requirements differ from
federal, the federal re-
quirements shall be fol-
lowed. Final addenda will
be issued by end of day on
Wednesday, July 1, 2026.
The Town of Amenia
hereby reserves the right
to waive any informalities
and reject any or all
Bids or to accept the one
that in its judgment will be
in the best interest of
Town of Amenia.
A Bid Bond or Certified
Check in the amount of
five percent (5%) of Base
Bid is required and
must accompany proposal.
Performance Bond and
Labor Material Payment
Bond equal to one hun-
dred percent (100%) of
Contract Sum are required
to be delivered at time
Contract is signed with
Owner.
Attention of the Bidder is
particularly called to the
following:

C O N S T R U C T I O N ,
PLUMBING, MECHANI-
CAL, and ELECTRICAL
Work for New Highway
Garage & Salt Shed located
at 3754-3756 NYS RTE 22,
Wassaic, NewYork, 12569.
Separate sealed bids will be
received by Town of
Amenia at 4988 NY-22,
Amenia, NY 12501,
until 1:00 p.m. local time
on Thursday, July 9, 2026,
at which time they will be
publicly opened and read
aloud. It is the sole
responsibility of the bidder
to ensure that the bid is
received at the designated
location prior to the
designated time that bids
are due.
Complete sets of the
drawings, specifications,
and bid forms, becoming
available to the public on
Thursday, June 11, 2026
and may be viewed and
downloaded at
www.cplteamplanroom.c
om under the 'New York'
section.
A Pre-Bid Meeting for the
Project will be conducted
by the Architect/Engineer
and Construction Manag-
er on Monday, June 22,
2026, at 9:00 am, local
time, at 3754-3756 NYS
RTE 22, Wassaic, NY
12592.
Bidders shall promptly
notify the architect if any
errors, omissions, con-
flicts, ambiguity, etc. with-
in the contract documents.
The above item and/or
questions shall be submit-
ted in writing via email to
JDirocco@cplteam.com.

LEGALS LEGALSLEGALS LEGALSLEGALS LEGALS

LEGAL NOTICES

PHOTOS BY LEILA HAWKEN

Puppet time

Puppet storytime at the Amenia Library on Saturday, 

June 6, attracted the interest of little Penh Tyree, 2, of 

Amenia. He was intrigued by the tale, “Friends in the 

Garden,” a story illustrated by hand-crafted puppets, 

thanks to the artistry and narration of Michelle Boyn-

ton, children’s programming assistant. Concluding the 

event, Boynton read Robert Frost’s poem, “Blue Butterfly 

Day.” Puppet storytime is offered monthly to a growing 

audience at the library.

Amenia recreation 

survey presentation set 

for June 13

By LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — Consultants 
for the town are preparing 
for a public forum to present 
findings from a community-
wide survey on recreation op-
portunities in Amenia.

After months of informa-
tion gathering, the team of 
consultants from Nexus Cre-
ative Design will announce 
their findings and recom-
mendations for the future 
scope of Amenia’s recreation 
offerings in a public forum 
to be held on Saturday, June 

13 at Webutuck High School. 
The program will begin at 10 
a.m.

The research that has in-
cluded a town-wide survey 
has been key to preparation 
of a Recreation Master Plan 
that will shape the future of 
parks and recreation in the 
town.

A 30-minute presenta-
tion will be followed by 30 
minutes of questions and 
comments. Nexus Creative 
Design is a consulting firm 
based in Mt. Kisco, special-
izing in architectural design 
and planning services.

Sharon’s forgotten animal 

pounds draw new attention

By ALEC LINDEN

alecl@lakevillejournal.com

SHARON, Conn. — While 
many think of the “pound” 
as a place for stray dogs, a 
century and a half ago town 
pounds were a fixture of life 
in rural Connecticut, used to 
temporarily contain wander-
ing livestock. Today, a Sharon 
resident is working to restore 
one of those long-forgotten 
stone enclosures. 

Lynn Kearcher, a town se-
lectman pursuing the proj-
ect independently, has spent 
months restoring an old-
fashioned pound on Sharon 
Mountain Road in an effort to 
preserve a little-known piece 
of the town’s agrarian history.

“It’s a structure that links 
us to our past in what was a 
very important period,” she 
said June 4, while pulling 
brush from the pound’s low 
stone walls. The site, near 
the intersection of Sharon 
Mountain and Jackson Hill 
roads, is owned by three pri-
vate landowners, all of whom 
have given permission for the 
effort.

The now-tidy plot looked 
very different just several 
months ago, Kearcher said. 
Since then, she, her husband, 
Carl Chaiet, and other volun-
teers have spent many hours 
clearing weeds and brush, 
while several community 
members donated money to 
hire Applewood Tree Care 
to remove several dead trees 
from the site.

Kearcher is continuing to 
raise money to restore the 
pound to an appearance she 
believes reflects the dignity 
such a vestige of town history 
deserves. 

 In pre-barbed wire days, 
when farms were more nu-

merous and often smaller 
with limited means of 
monitoring livestock, New 
England towns built special 
corrals for animals on the 
loose. A resident known as 
the pound keeper rounded up 
rogue animals in a common 
pen. Farmers could either 
pay a fee to collect them or 
surrender them to the town, 
which could then auction the 
animals and keep the earn-
ings.

  Town pounds emerged 
in New England from the 
earliest days of livestock hus-
bandry up until the late 19th 
century, and their importance 
in that era is hard to overstate, 
said history writer Matthew 
E. Thomas, author of a 2023 
book on New England’s re-
maining animal pounds. 

 “You had to have a pound 
to be able to prevent all of 
these different livestock 
animals from escaping from 
their farms and wreaking 
havoc in neighbors’ prop-

erty, which did not make 
for good neighborly dealing 
sometimes,” Thomas said. 

 “These are wonderful 
monuments to the past,” he 
added, noting that a runaway 
cow could wreck someone’s 
food stores for the hard win-
ter ahead.

 Thomas’s research iden-
tified approximately 170 
known pounds intact today 
in New England, but he said 
he’s grateful to residents like 
Kearcher who show that there 
are likely many more lost to 
time in yards and woods 
across the region.

 “It just makes it so much 
more meaningful to know 
that there are people out there 
that genuinely care about pre-
serving our early American 
history,” he said.

 Kearcher has identified 
two more suspected pounds 
nearby, with one hidden in 
the woods farther south on 
Sharon Road and the other 
sitting in a thicket next to 

Fairchild Road. Both are lo-
cated on land owned by the 
Sharon Land Trust, which has 
given permission for future 
restoration.

 The goal, Kearcher said, 
is to protect these sites with 
an ordinance that would 
herald them as artifacts of 
Sharon’s history, potentially 
dating back to the early 18th 
century. Kearcher has been 
communicating with the state 
archeologist to organize a vis-
it that may shed some light 
on the specific stories of the 
structures.

 For his part, Thomas said 
the pounds, while forgotten 
by many, are a strong remind-
er of a different way of living 
in the countryside: “A time,” 
he wrote, “when nearly all so-
cial, economic, religious and 
political issues were handled 
primarily at the local level.” In 
that bygone era, sometimes 
locking up a cow or pig for a 
few days was another means 
to keep the peace.

PHOTO BY ALEC LINDEN

Lynn Kearcher and her husband Carl Chaiet pull brush from within the pound’s 

walls just off Sharon Mountain Road. Kearcher said the boulder embedded in the 

slope at the back of the pound is a unique architectural feature.



Email news and photos to 

editor@millertonnews.com

B4          THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, June 11, 2026

T H E  R E  I N S T I T U T E

1395 Boston Corners Rd.  
Millerton, NY 12546 
518-567-5359

Open Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
1pm to 4pm

www.TheReInstitute.com

AN ALTERNATIVE ART GALLERY

Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. Sealed with a kiss
 5. Large sandwich
 8. Swiss city
 12. Japanese persimmons
 14. When you hope to get 

somewhere
 15. Wings
 16. A name of God
 18. Elected o�  cial 

(informal)
 19. Abnormal breathing
 20. “Seinfeld” character
 21. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
 22. Something for sale
 23. Gets rid of
 26. One who touts
 30. Blemished
 31. Less than exciting
 32. Born of
 33. N. German town
 34. Notes
 39. Move away from land
 42. Vulcanite
 44. More ignoble
 46. Child actor Kirk
 47. Written works
 49. Sea vessel
 50. Residue
 51. Engraved
 56. Having su�  cient skill
 57. One and only
 58. Erase
 59. Broad inlets
 60. Nightmarish street
 61. Play again
 62. Formerly (archaic)
 63. Add a color to change 

the color
 64. Move swi� ly and 

lightly

CLUES DOWN
 1. Scottish island
 2. River in the 

Netherlands
 3. Asian people
 4. Fuzzy fruit
 5. Ninth month (abbr.)
 6. An idealistic social 

reformer
 7. What you owe
 8. Colorless mineral
 9. Overjoyed
 10. Rattling breaths
 11. Tropical Old World 

tree
 13. A citizen of Senegal

 17. Greek mythological 
beauty

 24. Wrath
 25. Instrument to measure 

wind speed
 26. Luxury carmaker
 27. Bitterly regret
 28. Not or
 29. Google certi� cation
 35. Midway between 

northeast and east
 36. Space station
 37. Relating to the ears
 38. Congressman
 40. Yelled at
 41. Rudely assertive
 42. Defunct European 

money
 43. Shared one’s soul
 44. Onion rolls
 45. A way to state clearly

June 4 Solution

June 4 Solution

Sudoku

 47. Relating to a lobe
 48. Underlying message
 49. Hollywood pig
 52. Indicates pitch
 53. Filament of a feather
 54. Small ornamental 

ladies’ bag for small 
articles

 55. Diminish

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

17 Cobble Rd., Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-9851 | noblehorizons.org

Not sure which level of care is right for you or a loved one? 
Join us as we break down the key differences between home care, 
assisted living, memory care, and skilled nursing. Learn what each 

option provides, who it is best suited for, typical costs, and the signs 
that it may be time to consider additional support. 

Located in the Learning Center.
No registration is required.

June 16 • 2-3pm

REGIONAL

Little Guild’s Great Country Mutt 

Show draws record crowd

By JENNIFER ALMQUIST

Special to The Millerton News

SALISBURY, Conn. – Sun-
shine, laughter and hundreds 
of wagging tails filled Lime 
Rock Park Sunday, June 7, 
for The Great Country Mutt 
Show, an annual fundraiser 
for the Little Guild animal 
shelter located in West Corn-
wall. Attendance more than 
doubled from last year, with 
approximately 1,500 people 
turning out for the free event 
alongside their four-legged 
companions. 

“This year’s Great Country 
Mutt Show was the most suc-
cessful in the event’s history,” 
said Jenny Langendoerfer, ex-
ecutive director of The Little 
Guild. She said the record 
attendance “speaks volumes 
about the love of animals in 
our community and the tre-
mendous support shown for 
the Little Guild and its mis-
sion.”

The giant tent, silhouetted 
against a wide blue sky, be-
gan filling just before the 11 
a.m. opening. The “tongue-
in-cheek, Westminster-style” 
dog show was originally con-
ceived by renowned designer 
and animal advocate Bunny 
Williams. 

WFSB meteorologist 
Scot Haney returned as host, 
joined by judges Richard 
Schlesinger, an Emmy-Award 
winning journalist with CBS 
News, and Bill Berloni, the 
well-known animal trainer 
who trained the first Sandy 
for the Broadway show “An-
nie,” proving that rescue ani-
mals can become stars.  

People of all ages lined 
up with their dogs, which 
were leashed and eager to 
strut their stuff in contests 
throughout the day. Chil-
dren held pets in their arms, 
some owners sported match-
ing outfits with their canine 
companions, and despite 
the crowd, there was not a 
growl or skirmish amongst 
the dogs. Dogs of every size 
and breed filled the grounds, 
including towering Bernese 
Mountain dogs, tiny chihua-
huas tucked into shoulder 
carriers, whiskery terriers, 
long-haired dachshunds, 
happy retrievers, bulldogs, 
one Bassett hound and 
countless mixed breeds.  

 Co-Chairs Robin Chan-
dler and Chet Krayewski said 

they were pleased with the 
event’s success.  Members 
of the board filled different 
roles, along with many vol-
unteers, plus the staff of the 
Little Guild. 

Langendoerfer also ex-
pressed special thanks to 
Tracy Tucker and Joel How-
ard for their support of a gala 
held the night before at Nor-
folk Country Club. 

New this year was a 
hospitality tent, suggested 
by Bunny Williams, where 
dogs could cool off at their 
own water station while visi-
tors enjoyed food trucks, a 
mobile pizza oven and live 
music by The Joint Chiefs. 
Vendors offered dog-themed 
merchandise. 

Awards were presented 
to the Most Unidentifiable 
Mix, Sweetest Pair of Dogs, 
Best Ears, Best Trick, Best 
Companion/Family Mem-
ber, Best Lap Dog Over 40 
Pounds, Best Kisser, Waggi-
est Tail, and Best in Show. 
While the winners received 
blue ribbons, each registered 
dog received a commemora-
tive ribbon.

Deacon Geremino and dog Rigby, a doberman compet-

ing in the “Best Trick” category.

PHOTOS BY  MADI LONG

Riley and owner, Lexi Warzecho, show off their ribbon 

earned in the “Most Unidentifiable Breed” category.

Competitors show off their “Best Trick” in front of Judge 

and Channel 3 Meteorologist, Scot Haney.

Deacon and his best 

buddy, Rigby.

Correcting Errors

We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual 
and/or typographical errors 
in advertisements when 
such errors affect meaning. 
Notice of such error must be 
given to us after the first run 
of the advertisement.
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OUR TOWNS

Old Houses and Barns my
specialty: Renovations and Re-
pairs. 25 years serving the
tri-state area. Licensed and
Insured. Based in Canaan, CT.
David Valyou 917-538-1617.
davidvalyou@yahoo.com

Héctor Pacay Landscaping and
Construction LLC: Fully insured.
Renovation, decking, painting;
interior exterior, mowing lawn,
garden, stone wall, patio, tree
work, clean gutters, mowing
fields. 845-636-3212.

4+ acres of Bog area; balance available for building a vacation or 
full time home. Includes an installed underground power hookup 
into the site.  Subject to complying with current town regulations 
for septic, well and building permits. Offered at $110,000. 

SALISBURY: 10 ACRES, rural location with a high site setting 
having fantastic views. There is also a mountain stream, pond site, 
and quiet surrounds. BROKER owned.  ASKING $500,000

7+-ACRES OF LAND LAND PARCEL

Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955
318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

FOR NATURE LOVERS: AN ECONOMICAL LAND SITE WITH NATURE BOG. IDEAL FOR 
JUST CAMPING, TO SEE ITS NATURE.  OR, BUILD A HOME AND ENJOY THE ‘JOYS’ 
OF NATURE.  WANT A REMOTELY LOCATED BUILDING LOT? See #2, AND CALL.

Come sailing with us on Twin
Lakes. Our 21' sailboat can host
4-5 crew in a private charter for 2
hours out of O'Hara's Marina,
Salisbury CT. We offer sailing
lessons too! www.nashallasailin
g.com 413-229-9042.

SERVICES OFFERED
The Lakeville Journal and 
The Millerton News seek a 
Finance Associate to assist with 
payroll, HR, processing accounts 
payable, data entry and customer 
service. Knowledge of accounting, 
QuickBooks and excel preferred. 
Must be able to work independently. 
Full-time with benefits.

Please send resume to 
accounting@lakevillejournal.com

millertonnews.com • 860-435-9873 ext. 608

Finance Associate
Full-Time

lakevillejournal.com • 860-435-9873

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: Equal
Housing Opportunity. All real
estate advertised in this newspa-
per is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act of 1966 revised
March 12, 1989 which makes it
illegal to advertise any prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimina-
tion based on race, color religion,
sex, handicap or familial status or
national origin or intention to
make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination. All
residential property advertised in
the State of Connecticut General
Statutes 46a-64c which prohibit
the making, printing or publish-
ing or causing to be made,
printed or published any notice,
statement or advertisement with
respect to the sale or:rental of a
dwelling that indicates any
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, creed,
color, national origin, ancestry,
sex, marital status, age, lawful
source of income, familial status,
physical or mental disability or
an intention to make any such
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation.

TOWN OF SHARON HELP
WANTED. Building Department /
Land Use Office Support, part-
time, approximately 25 hours per
week, $24.70 per hour. Position
provides administrative support
for the Building Official, Fire
Marshal, and Land Use Adminis-
trator. Qualifications: High
School Diploma or GED (Associ-
ates Degree Preferred) with 4
years increasingly responsible
work experience, preferably in
administrative work, public con-
tact, and field of municipal
government. For full job descrip-
tion, see the Town of Sharon
Website (sharonct.gov) or con-
tact the Selectmen's Office at
860-364-5789. Applications and
resumes are to be received in the
Selectmen's Office, P. O. Box 385,
Sharon, CT 06069 by 4:00PM
June 15, 2026. The Town of
Sharon is an equal opportunity
employer.

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

Millerton, rural, newly renova-
ted house: 2 bedrooms, split
air/a/c system, dishwasher,
decks, views, pets considered.
$2675. Call 518-567-8277.

SEEKING LAND USE ADMINIS-
TRATOR/ZONING ENFORCE-
MENT OFFICER (FULL TIME,
SALARIED) The Town of Salis-
bury is seeking a qualified,
motivated professional to
serve as its full-time Land Use
Administrator. Details are
available at www.salisburyct
.us/employment/

HOUSE FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE

Looking for a small farm to
board my 22 year old mare
ideally located near trails. She
gets along well with other
horses. No drama. Available to
help with feeding and or turnout
if needed. 860-786-2546.

HORSES & EQUIPMENT

Isabella Freedman Jewish Re-
treat Center is a year-round
120-person retreat facility that is
located in Falls Village, CT. Want
to work at a beautiful, peaceful
location, with great people? This
is the place to be!
We are currently seeking posi-
tions for Seasonal Lifeguard(s),
Cook, Retreat services associate
(banquet server front of house)
and Mashgichim (F/T or P/T) for
our summer season. For more
details please visit our website at
Careers - Adamah or email a
copy of your resume to
rebecca.eisen@adamah.org

MERCHANDISE &
SERVICES

july 18•19•20
2026 

SATURDAY 9-2
SUNDAY 11-2
MONDAY 9-12
fill a bag, bargain day! everything must go!

cornwallrummagesale.org

facebook.com/cornwallwomanssociety

cornwall woman’s society
a n n u a l

SALE
RUMMAGE

mohawk ski lodge • cornwall village green

food trucks at both locations!

TAG SALE! Sat, June 20 10-4 22
Dug Rd @Low Rd, Sharon.
Housewares, books, clothes,
toys/kids stuff, ski stuff, records &
more! Free table & Lemonade
with purchase! No early birds pls.

DENTAL ASSISTANT Part Time:
Tuesday to Friday, for exclusive
private practice in Sharon, CT.
Flexible schedule and hours,
c o m p e t i t i v e  s a l a r y .
8 6 0 - 3 6 4 - 0 2 0 0 ,  o f f i c e
@drnweeia.org.

SHARON
HELP WANTED

EMPLOYMENT TAG SALES
CONNECTICUT

PRIVATE 16-ACRE ESTATE
Cornwall, CT • $935,000

2,464 sq.ft. | 16.61 acres | 4 BRs | 2 FBs | 1 HB

EH#5727 • Elyse Harney Morris & Bill Melnick
Private home with sweeping views and protected surroundings.

HISTORIC 1790S IRISH FARMHOUSE
Falls Village, CT • $925,000

1,784 sq.ft. | 2.00 acres | 2 BRs | 2 FBs

EH#5573 • Elyse Harney Morris & Thomas Callahan
Renovated with greenhouse, gardens, and views.

ELEVATED MODERNIST RETREAT
Sheffield, MA • $885,000

1,753 sq.ft. | 2.00 acres | 2 BRs | 3 FBs

EH#5763 • Elyse Harney Morris & Lauren Molk
Modernist pastoral Berkshire setting with light-filled interiors.

IDEAL NORFOLK RETREAT
Norfolk, CT • $835,000

3,126 sq.ft. | 2.40 acres | 4 BRs | 2 FBs | 1 HB

EH#5764 • Elyse Harney Morris & Dave Taylor
Contemporary with first-floor primary suite and outdoor living.

HOME, HOBBY & LIFESTYLE
Dover Plains, NY • $599,408

2,148 sq.ft. | 2.10 acres | 4 BRs | 2 FBs

EH#5775 • Arleen Shepley
Cape Cod home with flexible living spaces and country setting.

VILLAGE STREAMSIDE COLONIAL
Millerton, NY • $535,000

1,872 sq.ft. | 0.49 acres | 3 BRs | 2 FBs

EH#5773 • Mimi Ramos
Colonial with streamside setting and convenient Millerton location.

CHARMING IN-TOWN SALISBURY HOME
Salisbury, CT • $385,000

994 sq.ft. | 0.67 acres | 2 BRs | 1 FB

EH#5556 • Roberta Green & Carol A. Staats
Cozy in-town home with private access to the bike path.

MODERN LUXURY NEAR APPALACHIAN TRAIL
Salisbury, CT • $1,625,000

2,386 sq.ft. | 2.28 acres | 4 BRs | 3 FBs

EH#5776 • Liza Reiss & Holly Leibrock
River sounds, wooded setting, and protected land nearby.

VILLAGE FIXER-UPPER OPPORTUNITY
Millerton, NY • $185,000

1,176 sq.ft. | 0.29 acres | 2 BRs | 1 FB | 1 HB

EH#5765 • Arleen Shepley
Village renovation opportunity with in-town Millerton convenience.

HISTORIC GEORGIAN REVIVAL ESTATE
Salisbury, CT • $8,875,000

8,334 sq.ft. | 71.56 acres | 6 BRs | 5 FBs | 3 HBs

EH#5632 • Elyse Harney Morris & Bill Melnick
Estate with gardens, meadow, and timeless architectural detail.

MODERN COMFORT IN A NATURAL SETTING
Sharon, CT • $1,945,000

3,105 sq.ft. | 7.01 acres | 4 BRs | 3 FBs | 1 HB

EH#5714 • Elyse Harney Morris & Bill Melnick
Comfortable home with privacy and natural surroundings.

Sharon, CT • $1,700,000
3,905 sq.ft. | 5.00 acres | 4 BRs | 4 FBs

EH#5759 • Elisa Waysenson & Liza Reiss
Historic antique with heated pool, barn, pond, and gardens.

Sharon, CT • $1,250,000
2,209 sq.ft. | 40.00 acres | 4 BRs | 3 FBs

EH#5750 • Elyse Harney Morris & John Panzer
Compound with guest cottage, barn, and flexible living space.

STATELY ANTIQUE OPPORTUNITY
Sharon, CT • $1,165,000

3,846 sq.ft. | 1.60 acres | 4 BRs | 3 FBs | 1 HB

EH#5769 • Colleen Vigeant & Evan Cooper
Antique home with generous scale and renovation potential.

SINGLE-LEVEL LIVING IN COMFORT
North Canaan, CT • $1,135,000

2,460 sq.ft. | 0.71 acres | 3 BRs | 3 FBs

EH#5726 • Elyse Harney Morris & Dave Taylor
Newer home with heated pool and comfortable one-level living.

CHARMING LAKEVILLE HOME
Salisbury, CT • $975,000

2,113 sq.ft. | 0.52 acres | 3 BRs | 3 FBs

EH#5567 • Elyse Harney Morris & Jusztina Paksai
Renovated home with pool

MID-CENTURY MODERN WITH LAKE VIEWS
Lakeville, CT • $3,175,000

2,504 sq.ft. | 3.00 acres | 4 BRs | 4 FBs

EH#5749 • Bill Melnick & Elyse Harney Morris

SOLITUDE IN SALISBURY
Salisbury, CT • $1,950,000

3,777 sq.ft. | 3.18 acres | 3 BRs | 2 FBs | 1 HB

EH#5755 • Thomas Callahan
Private country home with pool, two-level deck, and flexible layout.

ENCHANTING C.1745 ANTIQUE CLASSIC COUNTRY COMPOUND

Newly renovated with direct lake access and views.

*Ranking Report - CTMLS - last 12 months

SALISBURY, CT 860-435-2200 • MILLERTON, NY 518-789-8800 • FALLS VILLAGE, CT 860-824-0027 • NORFOLK, CT 860-542-5500

YOUR AMBASSADORS TO COUNTRY L IVING IN THE TRI -STATE REGION

THE #1 BROKER IN LITCHFIELD COUNTY & SALISBURY & SHARON

Elyse Harney  Real Estate
www.harneyrealestate.comSalisbury Office: 860-435-2200

SERVING CONNECTICUT, NEW YORK, & MASSACHUSETTS

Elyse Harney  Real Estate
www.harneyrealestate.com

  
A Tradition of Trust since 1987

SERVING CONNECTICUT, NEW YORK, & MASSACHUSETTS

SHARON MOUNTAIN RETREAT
Sharon, CT • $3,975/month • EH#5748
1,836 sq.ft. | 2.63 Acres | 2 BR | 2 FB

Set on over 2.5 private acres with captivating views of Sharon Mountain, this 
beautifully furnished 1870 Colonial offers a rare blend of timeless charm and modern 
ease. The home features a renovated kitchen with modern appliances, wood floors 
throughout, and light-filled spaces. With 2/3 bedrooms and two full baths, the home 
is fully furnished. Surrounded by protected land trust acreage, the property offers 
exceptional privacye. Scenic trails begin directly from the property, with nearby access 
to the Appalachian Trail. Ideally located, the home is also just moments from local 
amenities. A two-car detached garage adds everyday ease to this turnkey offering.

Stephany Eisermann (845-554-4585) & Arleen Shepley (845-224-8301)

Commercial Building for Sale
 Cornwall Bridge, CT

High visibility on U.S. Route 7  
with over 6,000 sq ft of retail space  

with plenty of storage space and parking. 
Potential uses may include a showroom, 

Medical offices, Art studio/gallery,  
Dance or yoga studio, Office, Co-op farm store, 

Bookstore, Clothing store.  
Join the other thriving new business in the area.  

Contact Karen Casey  
for additional information. 

kcasey@wpsir.com 860-670-2164

Real Estate
To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit lakevillejournal.com/classi� ed-ad

Classi� edsClassi� eds

cornwall woman’s society
a n n u a l

SALE
july 18•19•20

2026 

RUMMAGE

mohawk ski lodge • cornwall village green

cornwallrummagesale.org

facebook.com/cornwallwomanssociety

SATURDAY 9-2
SUNDAY 11-2
MONDAY 9-12
fill a bag, bargain day! everything must go!

food trucks at both locations!
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To view all the news and Classi� eds 
from � e Lakeville Journal and � e Millerton News 

each week, go to our websites 
at lakevillejournal.com and millertonnews.com

DUTCHESS COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S REPORT

Dutchess County Sheriff’s 
Office Harlem Valley area ac-
tivity report May 28 to June 3

May 28 — Deputies re-
sponded to Lakeview Drive 
in the Town of Pawling for a 
fraud complaint. The caller 
reported being the victim of 
an on-line bank fraud scheme.  
Investigation on-going.

May 28 — Deputies 
charged John Able, age 30, 
with operating a motor vehi-
cle without a license following 
a traffic stop on Route 22 in 
the Town of Dover. Able is to 
appear in the Town of Dover 
Court at a later date.

May 30 — Deputy Sherrer 
reports the arrest of Robert 
E. Gover, age 62, for driving 
without a license, and Operat-
ing a Motor Vehicle without 
an Ignition Interlock Device 
subsequent to a traffic stop on 

Route 22 in Amenia. Gover to 
appear in the Town of Amenia 
court at a later date.

May 31 — Deputies re-
sponded to Willow Ln in the 
Town of Amenia to investi-
gate a disturbance. Situation 
mediated by patrol.

PLEASE NOTE:  All sub-
jects arrested and charged are 
alleged to have committed the 
crime and are presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty and 
are to appear in local courts 
later.

If you have any informa-
tion relative to the afore-
mentioned criminal cases, or 
any other suspected criminal 
activity, please contact the 
Dutchess County Sheriff’s Of-
fice tip line at 845 605 CLUE 
(2583) or Email  dcsotips@
gmail.com.  All information 
will be kept confidential. 

Stanford home prices stay level on lower volume

By CHRISTINE BATES

Special to the Millerton News

STANFORD — The 
12-month trailing median 
price for a single-family home 
in the Town of Stanford was 
$675,000 for the period end-
ing May 31, 2026, a figure that 
includes everything from mod-
est homes on small lots to large 
estates on significant acreage.

That median is 13% higher 
than the $600,000 recorded 
for the 12 months ending May 
31, 2025, and 31% above the 
$515,000 median reported 
for the 2023-24 period. Stan-
ford’s highest 12-month trail-
ing median price over the past 
decade was $712,500, reached 
in November 2025.

Sales volume remained 
near the low end of its three-
year range of 30 to 45 annual 
sales and well below the 80 
sales recorded during the first 
six months of 2021. A total of 32 

single-family homes sold in the 
12 months ending May 31, 2026, 
down from 43 during the prior 
12-month period but above 
the 27 sales recorded for the 12 
months ending May 31, 2024.

Inventory has risen slightly 
this year. As of early June, 10 
single-family homes were 
listed for sale, seven of them 
priced above $1 million and 

three below that mark. Land 
inventory remained especially 
limited, with only two parcels 
listed on the MLS, priced at 
$250,000 and $300,000.

March, April, May 

2026 sales 

310 Carpenter Hill Road — 
5 bedroom/5.5 bath home on 
24+ acres built in 1993 sold 
on March 9, 2026, for $4.97 

million.
6099 Route 82 — Live/

work space plus a 1,755 square 
foot body shop on 0.34 acres 
sold on April 10 for $300,000.

1665 Bulls Head Road — 3 
bedroom/2.5 bath sold on 5.75 
acres sold on May 8, 2026 for 
$558,000.

220-224 Hobbs Lane — 
single family home plus a 
rental unit on 4.8 acres sold 
on May 21, 2026, for $494,160.

216 and 216B Hobbs Lane 
— 4 bedroom/2 bath two 
family on 4.4 acres sold on 
May 21, 2026 for $357,840.

* Town of Stanford property 
sales for March, April and May 
2026 are sourced from First Key 
MLS. Details on each property 
from Dutchess Parcel Access. Cur-
rent market data from One Key 
MLS and Infosparks. Compiled by 
Christine Bates, Real Estate Advi-
sor with William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty, Licensed in 
Connecticut and New York.

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

This multi-family investment property on 216 Hobbs 

Lane sold for $357,840 and the adjoining property on 

4.8 acres sold for $494,160 on May 21, 2026, in separate 

transactions.
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FREE 
In-Home 
Consultation
Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned 
and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

Building/Remodeling

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Excavation
Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozers  

Dumptrucks • Power Rake • Foundations Dug  
Water & Electric Lines Dug 

Drainage Installed • Landclearing • Grading  
Ponds Dug  • Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed 

Landscaping
Lawn Installation • Lawn Repair • Fencing 
Paver Bluestone Terraces • Retaining Walls 

Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers 
Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls 

Tree And Shrub Planting

Grounds Maintenance
Lawn Care • Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up 

Edging, Mulching • Lawn Fertilization 
Lawn Pest, Disease Control • Weed Control 

Weekly Maintenance Programs • Field Mowing 
Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding • Brush Clearing

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5260

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

When you need to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing

Landscaping/Excavation

Landscaping/Excavation

Painting

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree Removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing 
Logging • Forestry Mowing •  Bush Hogging

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

COMMERCIALRESIDENTIAL

Blinds

Tree Service

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
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Celebrating

71
Years

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She­  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck (860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM

Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 
Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 
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Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

PAINTING • PATIOS • LAWN MOWING 
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT • EXCAVATION

CHIK’S PAINTING
“Quality work at its best”

Interior/ Exterior
Carpentry/ Remodeling
Powerwashing
Drywall & Taping
Popcorn Removal
Wallpaper Hanging & Removal

Over 40 years experience
Fully insured • Local references
Credit Cards Accepted

860-484-9127      HIC0673003

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

 
 

Excavation & Landscaping Services 
• Land Clearing 
• Woodland Mulching 
• Excavation 
• Hardscapes 
• Driveway Installations 
• Drainage 

 

(860)824-1188 
office@mattslandscapingct.com 

Excavation & Landscaping Services
Land Clearing•Woodland Mulching•Excavation

Hardscapes•Driveway Installations•Drainage
(860)824-1188

office@mattslandscapingct.com
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