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Kristen Watson, right, speaks with beer distributor Brian Struble in the new grocery and beer 

store she and her husband, Billy, are opening on April 1. 

PHOTO BY  ALY MORRISSEY

Amenia resident Kimberley Travis displays one of her handmade 

signs used in regular demonstrations at Fountain Square, at the 

intersection of Routes 22 and 44 in Amenia.

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER  

Diana Woolis, right, criticizes Pine Plains Town Supervisor Brian 

Walsh during a Town Board meeting on Thursday, March 19, as 

residents voiced concerns during public comment.

New beer and grocery store 

set to open in Millerton

Millbrook Planning Board

Nursery expansion 

approved despite 

transparency 

concerns

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — A new beer 
and grocery store is set to open in 
Millerton on April 1, aiming to help 
fill a gap in the village’s grocery op-
tions. 

Kristen Watson and her husband, 
Billy, will open State Line Beer and 
Grocery, offering farm-fresh eggs, 
frozen local meats, nonperishable 

foods and household essentials. 
With no visible movement on 

the proposed grocery store in the 
former Millerton Square Plaza, 
State Line Beer and Grocery is 
poised to join Tri-Corner F.E.E.D. 
in serving as a smaller-scale option 
for local residents seeking basic 
groceries and everyday necessities. 

Watson, who will serve as gen-
eral manager, said the idea grew out 
of repeated community requests 

and a desire to fill a void.
“I needed rice the other night 

when my dog got sick, and I couldn’t 
find it easily in town,” Watson said, 
adding that she had to drive to CVS 
just before closing time. “It will be 
nice to have something right here.” 

A longtime local, Watson grew 
up in Dover and worked as a li-
censed veterinary technician at 

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK —  The Village 
of Millbrook Planning Board on 
Monday conditionally approved 
plans for two new buildings at a 
nursery on Franklin Avenue at the 
intersection with Route 44, despite 
a resident’s concerns about limited 
public access to application materi-
als ahead of the hearing.

The property operates as a pre-

existing, nonconforming use — 
meaning it does not meet current 
zoning but is allowed to continue.

The proposal calls for two new 
structures at the former Orangerie 
Garden and Home site, located at 
the intersection of Franklin Av-
enue and Route 44. According to 
the property owners, the buildings 
will be used for equipment storage 
and to display garden statuary. An 
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Local ‘No Kings’ protests gain 

momentum ahead of March 28 

nationwide day of action

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — Kim Travis has 
been flipped off, honked at, and 
even received death threats during 
her weekly “No Kings” protests in 
Fountain Square since last sum-
mer — reactions Travis says she’s 
willing to endure in order to fight 
for her First Amendment rights. 

“I wasn’t going to let them stop 
me,” Travis said of an incident she 
said got so escalated she had to call 
the police. “I was there the next day, 

Pine Plains residents 

call for Supervisor’s 

resignation, board seeks  

to ‘move forward’

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

PINE PLAINS — Residents 
called for Town Supervisor Brian 
Walsh’s resignation at a March 19 
Town Board meeting after newly 
released records showed he com-
municated multiple times with 
surveillance company Flock Safety 
about installing cameras in Pine 
Plains.

Town Board members struck a 
more measured tone, emphasizing 
a desire to move forward and focus 
on next steps. Walsh said he would 
share information freely with the 
board but did not offer a detailed 
response to the allegations.

Board members proposed and 
approved a resolution formally 
limiting license plate reading cam-



A2          THE MILLERTON NEWS, Thursday, March 26, 2026

OUR TOWNS

BE A PART OF HISTORY BE A PART OF HISTORY 

THIS SATURDAY!THIS SATURDAY! 
Join Millions Around the Country 

to Exercise YOUR First Amendment Rights.

Rhinebeck 10:00-Noon

Salisbury 11:00-12:30

Amenia Noon-1:00

Cornwall Noon-1:00

Great Barrington Noon-1:30

Kent 2:00-3:30

fine jewelers since 1975

BUYING GOLD, PLATINUM, 
DIAMONDS & ESTATE JEWELRY

413-645-3399  .  info@twmcclelland.com   
twmcclelland.com . 597 Main Street, Great Barrington, MA

With decades of experience, an excellent network, 
and the unique ability to recycle materials in-house, 

TW McClelland & Daughters is able to offer 
superior returns for fine jewelry. As gold prices soar, 

there has never been a better time to sell.

For selling appointments please reach out by phone or email.
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Flight simulator project 

takes first place at 

Webutuck STEAM Fair

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

AMENIA — Webutuck 
freshman Nolan Howard 
took first place at Webutuck’s 
12th annual STEAM Fair on 
Saturday, March 21, with his 
presentation on the science of 
flight simulators.

Howard brought his flight 
simulation gear to Webutuck’s 
middle school gymnasium, 
complete with joysticks and 
a monitor to demonstrate 
how the technology can aid in 
training pilots for real-world 
situations.

The annual STEAM Fair is 
a showcase of Webutuck stu-
dents’ scientific experiments, 
collections or discoveries. Or-
ganizers said this year brought 
more than 70 student partici-
pants ranging in age from kin-
dergarten to high school for 
the annual event.

More than 30 faculty vol-
unteers and seven students 
helped judge the presenta-
tions. First-place participants 
in middle and high school 
have a chance to take their 
presentations to the Dutchess 
County Science Fair. Webu-
tuck fifth grader Lilliana 

Nelson took home first place 
in the middle school division 
with her presentation explor-
ing the effects of different 
types of salt on making ice 
cream. Nelson and Howard 
will now have the opportunity 
to take their presentations to 
the Dutchess County Science 
Fair on April 11 at Dutchess 
Community College.

Presentations at this year’s 
STEAM Fair included dem-
onstrations of hydraulics and 
pneumatics, such as sixth-
grader June Duncan’s hydraulic 
soda can crusher that she con-
structed out of plastic tubing, 
syringes and an empty plastic 
food container; an exploration 
of plant hydration science with 
freshman Sabin Kane’s test of 
Gatorade as a substitute for 
water in germinating radish 
seeds — which proved once 
and for all that plants do not 
crave electrolytes.

“Turns out that Gatorade 
is not good for the plants,” 
Kane said. “I did not think that 
would be the case. It’s mostly 
made out of water.”

Duncan’s hydraulic can 
crusher used the incompress-
ible power of water to crush 
soda cans into almost-flat 

disks. She said she ran into 
trouble when cans wouldn’t 
immediately give, causing an 
important valve in the system 
to burst and forcing her to 
find another solution.

“It takes 50 or 60 pounds 
to crush the can,” Duncan said. 
“With dense cans, we kept 
blowing our check valve so it 
kept popping and breaking.”

Other presentations in-
cluded classic chemical re-
actions such as mixing Coke 
and Mentos and baking soda 
volcanoes, explorations of 
homemade slime and a sub-
stance called oobleck — a 
non-Newtonian fluid that 
refuses to flow under pressure 
— and dioramas of different 
parts of the animal kingdom.

PHOTOS BY NATHAN MILLER

Webutuck freshman Nolan Howard displays the first-place certificate he won for his 

flight simulator presentation at the Webutuck STEAM Fair on Saturday, March 21.

Lois Musgrove, left, and 

Iris Moore explain the sci-

ence of mushrooms and 

fungi to a faculty judge. 

Their presentation, “The 

Fungus Among Us,” earned 

an honorable mention.

Cassidy Brennan, left, 

discusses her study of lat-

erality — the division of 

cognitive tasks between 

the two halves of the brain 

— in dogs. Her experiment 

found strong evidence that 

the dogs she studied show 

clear preferences for one 

side of the body, similar to 

right- or left-handedness.

Hannah Martyniak ex-

plains her lemon-based 

battery demonstration, 

which uses the fruit’s acid-

ity to power a lightbulb. 

Her project won the Visual 

Communications Award 

for outstanding presenta-

tion of scientific concepts.

Webutuck second-grader Cillian Crow demonstrates 

how his Tesla coil can light a lightbulb wirelessly.
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Realtor® at Large
� ank you to all the places that opened 
up their maple sugaring operations 
to the public yesterday. We visited 
the sugar house at Great Mountain 
Forest and their forester Kate Regan-
Loomis was excellent in explaining 
how the sap is collected and then 
boiled down to maple syrup, which 
is delicious! For more information 
on the Great Mountain Forest, please 
visit: greatmountainforest.org/. Our 
next stop was to see our friend Shamu 
Sadeh’s sugaring operation at Camp 
Isabella Freeman in Falls Village 
where we were treated with pancakes 
and their own maple syrup. Plus we 
all sang Pete Seeger’s song on Maple 
Syrup Time around the roaring � re 
boiling the sap. For more info on the 
camp and their Community Supported 
Agriculture program for fresh produce 
this summer, please see: adamah.org/
isabella-freedman/adamah-farm/
adamah-farm-csa/

ADVERTISEMENT

JOHN HARNEY
Associate Broker with
William Pitt Sotheby’s 
International Realty
O�  ce: 19 Main Street,
Salisbury, CT 06068
Email: jharney@wpsir.com
Cell: 860-921-7910
Instagram: @johnharneyjr

North East board blocks 

Irondale business expansion

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON — North 
East Town Board members 
on Friday voted to reject 
a proposed expansion of 
permitted businesses in the 
Irondale section of town, a 
small commercial district 
comprising just seven par-
cels along Route 22 north of 
Millerton. 

The board voted 3-2 at its 
March 20 meeting to aban-
don the proposal that would 
have allowed restaurants, 
liquor stores, microbrewer-
ies, banks and bakeries in the 
district, following sharp criti-
cism from the town’s Zoning 
Review Committee, residents 
and the Village of Millerton’s 
Board of Trustees.

The Irondale District — 
currently known as Highway 
Business District III — is 
located along Route 22 near 
the intersection with Iron-
dale Road. Each of the seven 
parcels has been developed, 
with two containing residen-
tial homes rather than com-
mercial uses. 

The Board of Trustees 
submitted a letter stating the 
village’s opposition to the 
proposed expansion of use. 
Deputy Mayor Matt Hartzog 
read the letter, which said 
the village was against com-
mercial planning that would 
divert attention away from 
the Route 44 corridor, and 
that adoption of the changes 
would hurt the working rela-
tionship between the village 
and the Town of North East.

“Over many years, the Vil-
lage of Millerton has devoted 
substantial time, taxpayer re-
sources, and planning efforts 
to infrastructure improve-

ments in the Village Center,” 
the letter said. “Diverting 
commercial activity away 
from the Village and Town 
center risks undermining 
the economic foundation for 
these shared infrastructure 
investments and could com-
plicate further inter-munici-
pal cooperation.”

North East and Millerton 
residents largely sided with 
the Village of Millerton dur-
ing the meeting, with only 
one North East resident and 
Town Board members Meg 
Winkler and Rachele Grieco 
Cole advocating for retaining 
the expanded uses.

North East resident Rob 
Cooper said he thought the 
Irondale District is the only 
other suitable place for busi-
ness development in the town.

“Every storefront in the 
village, as far as I know, is 
occupied,” Cooper said. “If 
you wanted more business 
to come in, where else would 
you put it besides in the Iron-
dale District?”

Town Councilwoman Meg 
Winkler has been one of the 
strongest supporters of per-
mitting bakeries and other 
food service businesses in 
the district since the Town 
Board began considering the 
revamped town zoning law 
earlier this year. She said that 
just five parcels in the Iron-
dale District are suitable for 
businesses, saying a few small 
businesses shouldn’t hurt the 
village.

“I don’t find those five 
properties a threat to the vil-
lage, I think it complements 
it,” Winkler said. “This is 
not my own personal point 
of view. I’ve really gotten so 
many calls to discuss it, so I’m 
just bringing that other side to 

the table. And the comprehen-
sive plan also says to expand 
uses in HB-III.”

The Town Board also ex-
panded permitted uses in the 
western Boulevard District — 
comprising parcels between 
the Village of Millerton’s east-
ern border and the western 
bank of the Webatuck Creek. 
That expansion came after 
Cooper asked for business 
types such as accessory shed 
sales be permitted to bring his 
property on Route 44 to end 
his property’s nonconforming 
status. Cooper said at a Feb-
ruary meeting that he rents a 
portion of his historic Mobil 
gas station property on Route 
44 to a shed sale business op-
erated by Millerton resident 
Stone Scasso, one of the few 
businesses that could use the 
property due to deed restric-
tions on the property dating 
back to its past as a full service 
gas station.

Board members voted 
unanimously to allow auto-
motive mechanics not includ-
ing body shops, and sales of 
outdoor play equipment and 
pre-fabricated sheds.

Following those actions, 
the Town Board voted to ap-
prove a negative declaration 
under the State Environ-
mental Quality Review Act, 
meaning the board found the 
changes to the zoning law will 
have limited immediate im-
pact on the environment and 
will not draft an Environmen-
tal Impact Statement.

The public hearing on the 
proposed new zoning law 
will continue at the Thursday, 
April 20, regular meeting of 
the Town Board. Board mem-
bers expect to wrap up delib-
eration and approve the law 
following the public hearing.

Millbrook residents back 

Thorne Building renovation 

plans, seek further details

PHOTO BY NATHAN MILLER

Residents listen during a March 16 public hearing in Millbrook on plans to renovate 

the historic Thorne Building on Franklin Avenue into a community and performing 

arts center.

By NATHAN MILLER

nathanm@millertonnews.com

MILLBROOK — Commu-
nity members weighed in dur-
ing a March 16 public hear-
ing on plans to renovate the 
Thorne Building on Franklin 
Avenue into a state-of-the-art 
event and community center. 

Architect Michael Sloan of 
Millbrook-based Sloan Archi-
tects outlined a proposal that 
includes a rear addition to ex-
pand the stage, an enlarged 
parking lot, new exterior 
lighting, a front garden and 
the removal of the portico on 
the building’s east side. Sloan 
said the building, originally 
constructed as a K-12 school 
in the 1890s, would be trans-
formed into a space for the 
community to gather and 
create.

Public comment was gen-
erally supportive, though 
several residents sought more 
details about the lighting plan 
and disability accessibility. 
The public hearing was con-
tinued to the board’s April 20 
meeting.

Sloan said the renovations 
would breathe new life into 
the century-old building, 
which has sat vacant in down-
town Millbrook for years. The 
plans call for nearly every 
space across the building’s 
four floors to be put to use.

“This project is taking the 
Thorne Building on Franklin 
Avenue and giving it purpose 
and life again,” Sloan said. 
“The project entails basically 
making the Thorne Building 
an actual community center 
for the community that’s go-
ing to be open for the public.”

The renovations are be-
ing funded by the Millbrook 
Community Partnership, a 
nonprofit founded by Mill-
brook resident Oakleigh 
Thorne — a descendant of 
the building’s namesake — 
to support the creation of 
Bennett Park on the former 
Bennett College campus and 
the restoration of the historic 
Thorne Building. 

Thorne, who spoke at the 
hearing, said the building is 
still several years from open-
ing, but the organization has 
already outlined potential 
uses for the interior space.

At the center of the proj-
ect is the auditorium, which 
Sloan said will be expanded to 
better accommodate profes-
sional performances.

“It’s what we call a high 
school stage,” Sloan said. “It’s 
really for graduation and very 
shallow.” 

Sloan said the building 
would be expanded by about 
20 feet, 9 inches at the rear to 
provide more stage depth and 
allow for the installation of 
an accessibility ramp behind 
the stage. He said the audito-

rium would be transformed 
into a performance hall ca-
pable of hosting films, live 
music, plays, dance produc-
tions, community meetings 
and other events. The first 
floor would also include co-
working space available for 
community members to rent.

“It’s for everybody,” Sloan 
said.

In the basement, Sloan 
said, plans call for a culinary 
arts space similar to a cater-
ing kitchen. While it would 
allow for food preparation 
and serving, he said, it would 
not function as a full produc-
tion kitchen. The basement 
would also include a digital 
arts lab that Sloan compared 
to a makerspace.

He said the area would 
house 3D printers, comput-
ers, sewing machines, music-
recording equipment, prac-
tice rooms and other tools for 
digital creation.

The arts-focused uses 
would continue on the upper 
floors, Sloan said. The sec-
ond and third floors would 
be dedicated to gallery and 
studio space for visual art-
ists. The second floor would 
also include a dance floor, 
allowing the space to host 
both community and private 
events.

Comments from the public 

were largely favorable, though 
some neighbors raised ques-
tions about lighting and ac-
cessibility.

Millbrook resident Heath-
er Lavarnway, drawing on her 
experience as a professional 
municipal planner, praised 
the proposal while pressing 
Sloan for more information 
on lighting details. She asked 
for clarification about lighting 
temperatures and suggested 
alternative fixtures for some 
lights that could create un-
wanted glare.

“This project is clearly very 
well thought out,” Lavarnway 
said. “It’s sensitive to both the 
building and the neighbor-
hood.”

Other commenters asked 
for more details about the 
building’s accessibility fea-
tures, prompting Sloan to 
explain that the structure 
would be brought up to cur-
rent accessibility standards, 
including New York’s updated 
requirements that took effect 
Jan. 1.

“This is going to be state-
of-the-art for accessibility, 
this building,” Sloan said. He 
said he has lots of experience 
designing buildings with high 
accessibility standards due to 
a high volume of work with 
universities. “I do this every 
single day.”

PHOTO BY  CHARLIE GREENBERG

Interior view of the Thorne Building in Millbrook.
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Dreaming of you with us,
How di� erent it could be,
But grateful for the time we had
before you had to leave,
this life too soon,
and make us question,
why it had to be
� at you were taken from us,
leaving us in disbelief.
But somewhere they gained two angels, 
so innocent and young,
full of life, full of love
full of happiness and fun.
We wish you never le�  us.
We wish you were still here.
But heaven knows we won’t forget
and hold you in our hearts so dear.

38 Year Memory of 
Lynn and Gregg Lamay
March 26, 1988

But somewhere they gained two angels, 

Lynn and Gregg Lamay

We Love you Lynn,
We Love you Gregg,

Your sister and aunt Ruth,
Your nieces and cousins 

Bobbie-Jo and Ruthanne

Worship Services
Week of March 29, 2026

Christ Church Episcopal 
in Sharon

9 South Main, Sharon CT
Sunday Holy Eucharist at 9:00 A.M.

Transitioning through prayer
All welcome to join us

860-364-5260
www.christchurchsharon.org

Trinity Episcopal Church  
484 Lime Rock Rd. Lakeville

Offering companionship along the Way
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Livestream at 10:30 found at

www.trinitylimerock.org
trinity@trinitylimerock.org

(860) 435-2627

North Canaan 
Congregational Church, UCC 

Joyfully opening our hearts 
and doors to all God's people

172 Lower Rd/Rt. 44, East Canaan CT
Worship services Sundays at 10 am

www.Facebook.com/ 
northcanaancongregational

860-824-7232
FISHES & LOAVES FOOD PANTRY,  

A MISSION OF OUR CHURCH
is at Pilgrim House,  

30 Granite Ave., Canaan
Tuesday 4-6 pm & Thursday 12-2 pm

www.fishesandloavesnorthcanaan.org

Congregation Beth David  
 A reform Jewish Synagogue  
3344 East Main St., Amenia

SERVICES SATURDAY 10:30 AM
Twice Monthly • Followed by Oneg

(Calendar at congbethdavid.org)
ALL ARE WELCOME
Rabbi Jon Haddon

845-373-8264
info@congbethdavid.org

The Lakeville United 
Methodist Church

319 Main St., Lakeville, CT 06039
9:15 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School

“Open Hearts - Open Minds - Open Doors”
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-435-9496
Lakevillemethodist@snet.net

Falls Village 
Congregational Church 
16 Beebe Hill Road, Falls Village

10:00 a.m. Family Worship
Coffee Hour

A Friendly Church with  
a warm welcome to all!!

860-824-0194

The Sharon United 
Methodist Church

112 Upper Main Steet, 
North End of Sharon Green

Touching Lives - Lifting Spirits
10:30 a.m. Worship Service, Nursery Care

No Sunday School in Summer
The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse

860-364-5634
sharonumc5634@att.net

The Smithfield 
Presbyterian Church

656 Smithfield Valley Rd.  
Route 83, Amenia, NY

Services every Sunday 10 a.m.
www.thesmithfieldchurch.org

21st Century Theology
in an Historic Building

All Saints of America 
Orthodox Christian Church

313 Twin Lakes Rd., Salisbury, CT
Vespers Saturday at 5:00 P.M.

Divine Liturgy Sunday at 9:30 A.M.
Special Services Online

Rev. John Kreta
860-824-1340 | allsaintsofamerica.us

Sharon Congregational  
 25 Main Street, Sharon, CT 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Visit our website  

sharoncongregationalchurch.org  
for Sunday services

Contact us at 860-364-5002 or
info@sharoncongregationalchurch.org

Millerton United  
Methodist Church

6 Dutchess Avenue, P.O. Box 812
Millerton, NY 12546

Services on the 1st & 3rd Sunday  
of each month at 3:00 P.M.

518-789-3138

The Congregational 
Church of Salisbury, U.C.C.

30 Main Street, Salisbury, CT
Whoever you are,  

wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!

Worship, Sundays at 10 am,  
in-person and streaming
www.salisburyucc.org
Sharing God’s shalom: 

Wholeness, harmony, justice, and joy!
(860) 435-2442

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
12 Main Street, Salisbury, CT

SUNDAY SERVICE
10:00 a.m. Eucharist with music (Rite II)

Rev. Dr. Johan Johnson, 
 Priest-in-Charge

In-Person and on You-Tube
www.stjohnssalisbury.org

Unitarian Fellowship  
of NW CT

Cobble Living Room, Noble Horizons
Sunday, April 12 at 10:30 a.m.  

SScciieennccee  aanndd  RReelliiggiioonn::  
IIss  tthheerree  aa  ccoonnnneeccttiioonn??

 For information, contact Jo Loi  
at jokiauloi@gmail.com

All are Welcome

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
PARISH

Immaculate Conception,  
4 North Street, Norfolk

St. Joseph, 4 Main Street, Canaan
St. Mary, 76 Sharon Road, Lakeville

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4 pm, St. Joseph Church

Sunday 9 am, Church of St. Mary
Sunday 11 a.m., 

Immaculate Conception Church
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 6pm
St. Joseph Chapel or Church

Thursday 8am
Immaculate Conception Church

Friday 8am
Church of St. Mary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
For information, 

please call 860-824-7078

UCC in CORNWALL
Cornwall Village Meeting House

Worship Sunday, 10 am
Outstanding Church School (10 am) 

Mission Opportunities 
Warm Fellowship following Worship 

860-672-6840
www.uccincornwall.org

Rev. Micki Nunn-Miller, Minister
Welcoming all - including the  

LGBTQ Community

The Chapel of All Saints, 
Cornwall 

Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9 a.m. 
Trinity Retreat Center Chapel 

Lower River Road, West Cornwall 
in person and on zoom 

Warm fellowship following service 
All Are Welcome!

www.allsaintscornwall.org 
Rev. Mary Gatesl

St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church  

40 Leedsville Road 
Amenia Union, NY

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:30
IN-PERSON AND ONLINE

Visit our website for links
845-373-9161

www.stthomasamenia.com 
A Community of Radical Hospitality

Promised Land 
Baptist Church

29 Granite Ave., Canaan, CT 
Where you will find: A Warm Welcome! 

Helpful Bible Messages, A Place to Grow!
Sunday School - 10am

Sunday Worship - 11am
Wednesday Bible Study  

and Prayer Meeting — 7PM
(860) 824-5685

VISITORS WELCOME!
www.promisedlandbaptist.org

Canaan United  
Methodist Church

2 Church St., Rte 44, Canaan, CT
8:00AM - Worship Service  

2nd & 4th Sunday  
“Open Hearts – Open Minds – Open Doors”

 The Rev. Dr. Anna C. Camphouse
860-824-5534

canaanct-umc.com
canaanctumc@gmail.com

We hope you will join us!

Send obituaries 
to obituaries@lakevillejournal.com

OBITUARIES

Valerie Anne Euvrard

Beth Harlan

George Ernest Phillips

Jonathan Clapp Webster

CANAAN — Jonathan 
Clapp Webster, a physicist and 
resident of Canaan since 1978, 
died peacefully on Tuesday, 
March 17, at the Geer Nursing 
Home in Canaan. He was 88 
years old.

Jonathan designed experi-
ments for industrial, medical 
and scientific uses, including 
MRIs, lasers, fiberoptics and 
telescopes. He began in the 
1960s with apparatuses he 
made in a machine shop and 
transitioned in the 1970s to 
designing computer simula-
tions. Most of his career was 
with Perkin Elmer Corp. and 
Hughes Danbury Optical Sys-
tems.

Born in Boston on Jan. 25, 
1938, Jonathan was the only 
child of Henry Kitchell Web-
ster, Jr., a metallurgist, and 
Madeleine Clapp Webster, 
a piano teacher. He grew up 
in Windsor, Vermont and at-
tended Kimball Union Acad-
emy. He earned a B.S. in phys-
ics from Boston University in 
1962 and did graduate work 
in physics at the University of 
Bridgeport.

Jonathan inherited his love 
of mechanical devices. His 

great-grandfather, Towner 
K. Webster, invented com-
ponents for grain 
elevators in Chi-
cago and founded 
Webster Industries 
which still manu-
factures machine 
parts today. Town-
er’s son, Henry 
Kitchell Webster, 
was a popular writ-
er. His novel Calu-
met “K” describes 
the challenges his father faced 
in the manufacturing business, 
including natural disasters, fi-
nancial panics, labor disputes 
and business chicanery.

Henry Kitchell Webster’s 
three sons all worked with 
machinery of some kind. 
Jonathan’s uncle Stokely in-
terrupted his painting career 
to design control systems for 
Grumman F6F fighter planes 
during World War II. His uncle 
Roderick curated the astrolabe 
collection at Chicago’s Adler 
Planetarium.

Jonathan’s father worked 
at Cone Automatic Machine 
Co. which made machines that 
operated using only mechani-
cal principles - no computer 

technology. He taught Jona-
than to build things at a card 

table in the living 
room. When their 
projects got too 
large, they took 
over his mother’s 
laundry table in the 
basement.

In 1963, Jona-
than married Jac-
queline Beyer, a 
fellow physics stu-
dent. They lived 

in Ridgefield, Connecticut 
where their two children 
were born. In 1978 the fam-
ily moved to Canaan, buy-
ing the Charles Pease house 
on Honey Hill Road where 
they had a large garden and 
a workshop where Jonathan 
made furniture and win-
dows. The marriage ended in 
divorce. In 1991 he married 
Caroline Besse, whom he met 
at a contradance. Their first 
date was a “dawn dance” in 
Brattleboro, Vermont, where 
they danced all night. In 2007, 
when Caroline wrote a biog-
raphy of Quaker peace activ-
ist Lee Stern, Jonathan type-
set the book. His experience 
moving slugs on a Linotype 
machine in high school need-
ed considerable upgrading. 

He did this by reading LaTeX 
typesetting software manuals 
at breakfast every morning 
at Collin’s Diner in Canaan.

Jonathan had many inter-
ests besides science. He did ex-
tensive climbing in the White 
Mountains and Adirondacks 
and volunteered as a guide 
and trail maintainer for the 
Appalachian Mountain Club. 
He played the fiddle, attending 
the Ashokan Fiddle and Dance 
Camp in the Catskills every 
summer for 25 years. He was 
a Tolkein enthusiast, reading 
the entire Lord of the Rings 
aloud to each member of his 
family and listening to it on 
audiobooks when he could no 
longer read.

Jonathan is survived by his 
wife, Caroline, his children, 
Ronald and Alice, grandchil-
dren, Rowan, Lily and Pearl, 
stepchildren, Nancy, Carla 
and Bill, and step-grandchil-
dren Jules, Amanda, Erik and 
Charlie. Following the family 
tradition, Ronald is a comput-
er programmer and Rowan is 
an engineering student.

The family is extremely 
grateful to the staff of the 
Geer Nursing Home for their 
professional care and for their 
kindness. Services are private.

For more obituaries, see page A6

AMENIA — Valerie Anne 
Euvrard, 75, a lifelong area res-
ident, died peace-
fully surrounded 
by her loving fam-
ily at her home in 
Amenia, New York, 
on March 17, 2026. 
Valerie worked at 
the Waldorf Res-
taurant in Sharon 
as a dishwasher for 
many years before 
embarking on a long career 
in the food service department 
at the Wassaic Developmen-
tal Center in Wassaic. Valerie 
retired from New York State 
in 2000.

Born July 6, 1950 in Sha-
ron, she was the daughter of 
the late Walter E. and Leah 
(Martyn) Euvrard. Valerie 
attended Webutuck High 
School in Amenia, and was 
a longtime member of the 
Stone Church Grange in 
Dover Plains. Valerie was 
also a longtime member of 
the Sharon United Methodist 
Church in Sharon, and the 
North East Baptist Church 
in Millerton. For many 
years Valerie enjoyed bowl-
ing at the Early Bird League 
at Cove Lanes in Great Bar-
rington, Massachusetts. 
Valerie was an avid greeting 
card designer and her family 
members always looked for-
ward to receiving one of her 
custom designed cards. She 
also enjoyed playing games 
on her tablet and spending 
time with her loving family. 
Truly a kind soul, she will be 
dearly missed by all.

Valerie is survived by her 
siblings; Wayne Euvrard 
and his wife Cami of Mc-
Cormick, South Carolina, 

Jeffrey Euvrard and his wife 
Patty of Derby, Connecticut, 

Dara Simmons and 
her husband Bob 
of Amenia, New 
York, and David 
Euvrard and his 
wife Nora of Sha-
ron, Connecticut; 
her nephew, Sean 
Russell and his fi-
ancé Amanda Bezio 
of Palenville, New 

York; two nieces, Kayla Re-
nee Kuniegel and her husband 
Justin of Bath, Pennsylvania, 
and Ashley Dautrich and her 
husband Mark of Torrington, 
Connecticut; her great-niece, 
Parker Wright and her great-
nephew, Dawkins Wright and 
several cousins. In addition to 
her parents, Valerie was pre-
deceased by her brother, Glen 
A. Euvrard in 2019.

Calling hours will be held 
on Saturday, March 28, 2026 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the 
Scott D. Conklin Funeral 
Home, 37 Park Avenue, Mil-
lerton, NY. A funeral service 
will take place at 12 p.m. at 
the funeral home. Rev. Dr. 
Anna C. Camphouse will of-
ficiate. Burial will take place 
privately at Hillside Cemetery 
in Sharon, CT, at a later date. 
Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Sharon 
United Methodist Church, 
P.O. Box 172, Sharon, CT, 
06069 or North East Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 531, Mil-
lerton, NY 12546 or Wassaic 
Fire Company, P.O. Box 287, 
Wassaic, NY 12592. To send 
an online condolence to the 
family, flowers to the service 
or to plant a tree in Valerie’s 
memory, please visit www.
conklinfuneralhome.com

SALISBURY — Beth Har-
lan, 75, of Sheffield, Massa-
chusetts, and Salis-
bury, Connecticut, 
passed away on 
March 2, 2026, in 
New York City. 
Her son, Zachari-
ah Harlan Warner, 
and daughter-in-
law, Olivia Bari-
beau, were by her 
side.

Born on July 22, 1950, in 
Dayton, Ohio, Beth brought 
a wonderful combination of 
energy, intellect and humor 
to those around her. She 
earned her Associate’s De-
gree from Stephens College 
in Missouri in 1970, followed 
by a Bachelor of Science in 
Communications from Em-
erson College in Boston in 
1972, and a Master in Social 
Work from the University of 
Connecticut in 1993. 

After college, her travels 
and life experiences included 
time in Ohio, Los Angeles, 
Atlanta, and New York City 
before ultimately setting 
roots in the Salisbury area 
in 1980.

During these travels, Beth 
explored her creative side, 
dabbling as a television per-
sonality with on air appear-
ances in Ohio & Atlanta and 
pursuing stand up comedy in 
Los Angeles where she took 
acting classes alongside Robin 
Williams. While at Emerson 
College, she was a member of 
a comedy group that included 
Jay Leno and her comedic na-
ture stayed with her through-
out her life.

Beth ultimately settled pro-
fessionally as a social worker 
demonstrating her empathy 
for others and her ability to 

listen but her most treasured 
and defining role was that 

of a mother to her 
beloved son, Zach. 
Her love for him 
was constant and 
unwavering, and 
she took immense 
pride in her time as 
a mother to Zach 
and all that life 
brought to them 
along the way. 

As Beth was fighting pan-
creatic cancer, the dedica-
tion and spirit that she dem-
onstrated to ultimately be a 
part of Zach’s wedding this 
past September was remark-
able and demonstrated her 
grit and spirit. Beth is also 
survived by Zachariah’s wife, 
Olivia Baribeau of NYC, as 
well as her brother, Dr. Ste-
phen H. Harlan, DDS of Day-
ton, Ohio;her nephews, Chad 
Harlan of NYC and Paula and 
Seth Harlan of Cleveland, 
Ohio; her step-children, Si-
las Warner of West Hartford, 
Connecticut, Ian and Beth 
Warner of West Barnstable, 
Massachusetts, and Eugenie 
Warner of Lakeville;her ex-
husband, Scott Warner of 
Southern Pines, North Caro-
lina, and other extended fam-
ily, all of whom she held close 
to her heart.

Beth will be remembered 
for her energy, intellect and 
her sense of humor. In lieu 
of flowers, please consider a 
contribution in Beth’s mem-
ory to the Perlmutter Can-
cer Center at NYU Langone 
Health Center who graciously 
assisted Beth with her cancer 
treatment this past year. A cel-
ebration of life will be held in 
Salisbury, CT at a later, yet to 
be determined, date. 

AMENIA — George Ernest 
Phillips, 100, a lifelong area 
resident died peace-
fully on March 16, 
2026, at Sharon 
Center for Health 
and Rehabilitation. 
From 1955 to 1972, 
Mr. Phillips owned 
and operated the 
Edgewood Res-
taurant in Amenia, 
with his wife Anne, 
and he was also a 
real estate broker for many 
years as well.

Born Sept. 13, 1925 in 
Poughkeepsie, New York, he 
was the son of the late Royal 
and Elizabeth (Piltz) Phillips. 
He was a graduate of Amenia 
High School and attended 
Cornell University. Mr. Phil-
lips served his country in the 
United States Army from 1943 
to 1946 in the Golden Acorn 
Infantry Division as well as 
in the 3rd Army of General 
George S. Patton. He also 
assumed a variety of roles 
during his time in the 87th 
Infantry Division, including 
platoon messenger and pla-
toon sergeant. On Veterans 
Day in 2019 he was one of 
108 veterans nationally that 
received a pin and certificate 
in recognition of 75-years of 
continuous service to his lo-
cal legion post, the Millerton 
American Legion Post 178. Mr. 
Phillips also documented his 
experiences in a book, “Stories 
of My Life”, which he present-
ed to the Amenia Historical 
Society. 

On Feb. 3, 1953, in Corn-
wall Bridge, he married Fran-

ces Anna “Anne” Sprossel who 
passed away on May 21, 2024. 

He will be dearly 
missed by his loving 
family and many 
caregivers.

Mr. Phillips is 
survived by two 
daughters, Diane 
Phillips of Wake-
field, Rhode Island 
and Debra Phil-
lips of Pine Plains, 
New York; four 

grandchildren;David Fletch-
er and his wife Amber, Peter 
Faggella and his wife Megan, 
Daniel Faggella and Shannon 
Fierro and her husband Frank; 
five great grandchildren, 
Dominic and Leah Fletcher, 
Charlotte and Joseph Fierro 
and Hannah Faggella and 
several niece and nephews. 
In addition to his parents and 
his wife, Mr. Phillips was also 
predeceased by three brothers, 
Royal Phillips, Webster Phil-
lips and Chester Phillips.

Calling hours will be held 
from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. on Fri-
day March 27, 2026, at Scott 
D. Conklin Funeral Home, 37 
Park Avenue, Millerton, NY. 
The Millerton Legion Post 178 
will conduct a service at 1:00 
p.m. The United States Army 
will render Standard Military 
Honors at 1:15 p.m. A funeral 
service will take place at 1:30 
p.m. at the funeral home. Pas-
tor William Mayhew will of-
ficiate. To send an online con-
dolence to the family, flowers 
to the service or to plant a tree 
in Mr. Phillips’ honor, please 
visit www.conklinfuneral-
home.com
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“I just need some emotional support for my emotional support animal.” 

Ads that made us smile

Thank you, Ben Metcalf, 
for putting up billboards 
and placing ads with a sense 
of humor in local magazines 
and newspapers. Can any-

one forget the “Make your 
driveway great again” cam-
paign?

Rowena Fenstermacher

Millerton

Is Cuba Next?

In keeping with the ad-
ministration’s return to its 
own brand of 16th-century 

mercantilism, could the next 
colony they seek be Cuba? It 
appears to be a strong bet, but 
for what purpose?

Given the actions and 
words of our government 
officials, the next country ,or 
in this case, island nation, it 
seeks to conquer lies 90 miles 
from Key West. Cuba sits at 
the intersection between the 
Gulf of Mexico and the At-
lantic Ocean. Historically, the 
U.S. considered it a natural 
barrier controlling vital sea 
lanes and a dominant land-
mass that protected or threat-
ened the southern U.S. coast.

It may be that its long-term 
strategic military and eco-
nomic value remains viable, 
but the country’s economy is 
in a mess. The Economist, in 
a recent article, indicated that 
the Cuban economy was on 
the verge of collapse. Aside 
from rum, cigars, and a little 
tourism, Cuba suffers from 
decades of economic misman-
agement, a lack of structural 
reforms, and mass migration.

Inflation is at 15%, the peso 
is tumbling, tropical diseases 
are surging, and in cities like 
Havana, the municipal waste 
system has ground to a halt. 
Blackouts are increasingly 
common. Hospitals are can-
celing surgeries, and public 
transportation is scarce. It 
wasn’t always that way.

Originally a Spanish colo-
ny, Cuba in the 1800s fell un-
der the Monroe Doctrine af-
ter Spain formally renounced 
its claim to Cuba in the Trea-
ty of Paris in 1898, and was 
largely occupied by the U.S. 
By then, massive amounts of 
American capital had already 
been invested in the country. 
Beyond a thriving sugar trade, 
American interests controlled 
significant percentages of the 
island’s railroads, public utili-
ties, mining, and tobacco. The 
country essentially became a 
U.S. protectorate in 1903.

The Communist takeover of 
Cuba and the nationalization 
of American property in 1959 
soured U.S./Cuban relations 
to the present day. Although 
there have been several false 
starts and attempts at recon-
ciliation through the decades, 
the U.S. doctrine of isolation 
and embargo has continued to 
the present day. That policy has 
brought the Cuban economy to 
its knees today.

Trump’s decision to choke 
off Venezuela’s oil to Cuba, 
which can only meet 40% of 
its own energy demands, was a 
body blow. The oil crisis ham-
mered the regime’s already 
doomed economic model. 
In a rare admission of crisis, 
President Miguel Diaz-Canel 
scrambled to implement an ur-
gent economic overhaul. The 
Castro brothers must have 
spun in their graves as Diaz-
Canel called for loosening the 
state grip, courting foreign 
investors, and shrinking gov-
ernment control.

As the mood in this com-
munist nation soured, the 
state’s iron grip on the econ-
omy had already begun to 

loosen. In 2021, the govern-
ment allowed the creation of 
hundreds of small businesses 
in the private sector with fewer 
than 100 employees. As such, 
there are now 11,000 small 
and medium-sized indepen-
dent businesses on the island. 
Just recently, another series of 
reforms allowed private own-
ership of a wide range of in-
dustries, from food production 
to construction and beyond.

In the case of Cuba, I be-
lieve Trump would rather have 
a deal that would make the is-
land economically dependent 
on the U.S. Unlike the war in 
Iran or the late-night raid in 
Venezuela, I am not looking 
for an abrupt change nor the 
sudden overthrow of all state 
control. Times have changed. 
Most so-called capitalist 
economies have evolved into a 
new model of state capitalism, 
whether we are talking about 
China or the U.S. I believe the 
approach will be different. It 
would be more of a bailout or 
bankruptcy reorganization 
than a regime change.

President Trump has used 
the term “friendly takeover” 
more than once in talking 
about Cuba. His Secretary of 
State, Marco Rubio, a long-
time Cuba hawk, along with a 
Florida-based Cuban business 
community, has been reach-
ing out to the private sector. 
I have noticed that rather 
than threaten regime change 
in the name of democracy or 
an end to communism, the 
administration is focusing on 
commercial, economic, and 
financial engagement.

From the president’s point 
of view, the need for humani-
tarian assistance is high, and 
what better way to deliver it 
than through the private sec-
tor? Exactly how a friendly 
takeover would be accom-
plished is a question for the 
market. The island was cer-
tainly part of the discussions 
Trump had with Latin Ameri-
can leaders at a March 7 sum-
mit at the Doral Golf Club.

For a successful takeover, 
Cuba’s private sector will 
need the skills and capital of 
American business, particu-
larly the banking sector. It ap-
pears the present government 
would be amenable to such 
an approach. It also helps that 
they know if a carrot doesn’t 
work, Donald Trump is more 
than ready to use a Big Stick.

Bill Schmick is a founding 
partner of Onota Partners, 
Inc., in the Berkshires.  Bill’s 
forecasts and opinions are 
purely his own and do not 
necessarily represent the views 
of Onota Partners, Inc. (OPI).  
None of his commentary is or 
should be considered invest-
ment advice.  Direct your in-
quiries to his website at www.
schmicksretiredinvestor.com. 
Investments in securities are 
not insured, protected or guar-
anteed and may result in loss of 
income and/or principal.

The views expressed 
here are not necessarily 
those of The Millerton 
News and the News 
does not support or 
oppose candidates for 
public office.

We accept gifts, 
grants and sponsor-
ships from individuals 
and organizations for 
the general support of 
our activities, but our 
news judgments are 
made independently 
and not on the basis of 
donor support.

Accepting financial 
support does not mean 
we endorse donors or 
their products, services 
or opinions.
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Deer bill, trains, twisters, affordable housing

The following excerpts from 
The Millerton News were com-
piled by Kathleen Spahn and 
Rhiannon Leo-Jameson of the 
North East-Millerton Library.

March 28, 1935

Dutchess County Deer 

Bill Becomes Law

Governor Lehman signed 
the now famous Dutchess 
County deer bill on Monday, 
making the bill law. The mea-
sure provides that deer may 
be killed with shotguns within 
the boundaries of the county 
at fixed seasons by sportsmen 
having special licenses. The 
probable season is the first 
two weeks in November. The 
exact date will be set by the 
Conservation Department. 
Deer are said to be abundant 
in the county.

New Crossing 

Device Approved

ALBANY - The Public 
Service Commission has ap-
proved an interesting device 
for the protection of the grade 
crossing of the New York, 
New Haven and Hartford 
Railroad situated one-half 
mile north of Millerton in the 
Town of North East, Dutchess 
County.

When the interlocking 
device is installed New York 
Central trains will be permit-
ted to proceed over the cross-
ing if the signals indicate they 
may safely do so, and all New 
Haven trains will make stops.

Bird House Draws 

Much Attention

COPAKE FALLS, March 28 
- The new bird house at the Ho-
heline residence on Main Street 

is attracting a great deal of at-
tention by its size and beauty. 
It was built by Mr. Hoheline’s 
son-in-law and weight [sic] 
70 pounds. The last word in a 
modern two-story house, it is 
divided into four apartments. 
The house is well lighted on all 
sides by many glazed windows 
and it has a spacious porch en-
closed by a picket railing. The 
house is painted yellow with 
white trim.

March 25, 1976

Miraculously No One 

Was Hurt: Twister 

Rips Through Town

A wicked twister ripped 
through the Town of North 
East on Sunday, tearing 
up 100-foot trees, bursting 
sheds, bombarding houses, 
and knocking cars clear off 
the road, miraculously no one 
was hurt. 

The winds picked up 
around 3 p.m. Florence Scasso 
was sitting on her porch at her 
house on a hilltop overlook-
ing Route 22 south of Miller-
ton. Suddenly she saw a “great 
big cloud just like a funnel” 
come down out of the sky and 
whip through a field on the 
east side of Route 22. 

“Dust and stuff was fly-
ing through the air,” she said. 
She saw the tornado (“it was 
the oddest-looking thing”’) 
head toward Downey Road 
at North East Center when 
torrents of rain hit and “we 
could see nothing.”

March 29, 2001

County Tells North 

East About Lack Of 

Affordable Housing

NORTH EAST — Just by 
glancing through the classi-
fied advertisements in a local 
newspaper, one can discern 
that affordable housing is dif-
ficult to come by in this area.

That is the concern the 
North East Town Board ad-
dressed at a special meeting 
March 22.

The board met with Pat 
Sasserman, executive direc-
tor of the Rural Preservation 
Company (RPC) of Dutchess 
County, and Anne Saylor, 
housing coordinator for the 
Dutchess County Department 
of Planning and Developing 
(DPD), and discussed the local 
housing shortage and possible 
solutions to the problem.

As a result of this dis-
course, the board decided to 
invite community members to 
help in developing a housing 
survey for residents. The goal 
of the survey is to pinpoint 
the specific housing needs of 
the community. Once known, 
fund-raising efforts can be fo-
cused to fulfill these needs.

Ms. Sasserman said the 
RPC’s mission is to help com-
munities develop an array of 
housing. 

“There is a need for many 
kinds of housing here in 
North East, including senior 
citizens and family residenc-
es,” said Ms. Sasserman.

MTA PromisesTo 

Stifle Idling Engines

WASSAIC - It may be a 
small consolation to the nos-
es and ears of those who live 
near its new station here, but 
Metro-North said this week 
within 60 days it intends to 
reduce the number of trains 
that idle overnight at its Was-
saic yard.

*We have been idling more 
trains than we expected we 
would,” Metro-North spokes-
man Marjorie Anders ac-
knowledged this week.

Residents Peeved

The railroad’s need to idle 
more trains has irked nearby 
residents who have com-
plained since last summer 
of a continuous rumble and 
a persistent smell of diesel 
exhaust, especially overnight 
and on weekends.

“The noise is the worst,” 
said Wassaic resident Carl 
Rennia, whose Old Route 
22 home sits directly behind 
the station. “And we get the 
fumes when the wind blows 
the wrong way.”

Brad and Jean Rebillard, 
who live across the street 
from Mr. Rennia, say they 
have been frustrated at their 
inability to get answers from 
Metro-North.

“In reviewing the EIS [en-
vironmental impact state-
ment], it looks to me like 
Metro-North is misleading 
the public by not following 
the plan,” Mr. Rebillard said 
earlier this week before the 
railroad told The Millerton 
News of its new plan.

PHOTO BY CAITLIN HANLON

Spring Snowflakes
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www.salisburyforum.org

FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 2026 • 7:30 P.M.
Housatonic Valley Regional High School

Falls Village, CT
Admission is free. Please register online.

Where Ideas Matter

EXPLORING 
AMERICA’S FOUNDING

Author Russell Shorto in conversation with 
Peter Vermilyea and Rhonan Mokriski

Historian and best-selling author Russell Shorto is joined by award-
winning history educators Peter Vermilyea from Housatonic 

Valley Regional High School, and Rhonan Mokriski from Salisbury 
School and Troutbeck Symposium, to discuss Shorto’s Revolution 

Song: The Story of America’s Founding in Six Remarkable Lives. 

This program is presented by the Salisbury Forum in partnership with 
the Salisbury Association, Troutbeck Symposium, and Scoville Memorial 
Library in connection with Salisbury Commemoration 250 and CT 250.

This event is sponsored 
by National Iron Bank

LEGAL NOTICES
Legal Notice

Notice of Formation of 
CGM Freight, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 
2/13/2026. Office location: 
Dutchess County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to 27 Whinfield 
Street, Poughkeepsie, New 
York 12601. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

02-26-26
 03-05-26
03-12-26
03-19-26
03-26-26
04-02-26

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation of 

Dreamcatcher Holdco, LLC. 
Arts. Of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
2/18/2026. Office location: 
Dutchess County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The LLC, 79 
Kent Street, Beacon, New 
York 12508. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

02-26-26
03-05-26

 03-12-26
03-19-26
03-26-26
04-02-26

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation 

of Rosie Rosenthal, LLC. 
Articles of Organization 
filed with NYS Dept. of State 
(SSNY) on 2/21/2026. Office 
location: 108 Salisbury 
Turnpike, Rhinebeck, NY 
12572. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any process to: 
108 Salisbury Turnpike, 
Rhinebeck, NY 12572. 
Purpose:  Any Lawful 
Purpose.

 03-05-26
03-12-26
03-19-26
04-02-26
04-09-26

Legal Notice
Notice of Formation 

of Shared Gooods, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 1/13/26. Office 

location: Dutchess County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to Shared 
Gooods, 56 S Center Street, 
Millerton, New York 12546 
Purpose: any lawful act or 
activity.

03-26-26
04-02-26
04-09-26
04-16-26
 04-23-26
04-30-26

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The Town of Amenia is 
now accepting bids for Lawn 
Mowing in the Amenia/
Wassaic Area. Season is April 
6, 2026 to November 6, 2026. 
All bids must be received by 
noon on Wednesday, April 
1, 2026

Specifications may be 
requested by emailing the 
Town Clerk at dmklingner@
ameniany.gov or calling 845-
373-8860 x125. 3/20/2026.

Dawn Marie Klingner
Town Clerk

03-26-26

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
ESTOPPEL

The bond resolution, 
a summary of which is 
published herewith, has 
been adopted on March

2026, and the validity of 
the obligations authorized 
by such resolution may be 
hereafter contested only 
if such obligations were 
authorized for an object or 
purpose for which the Town 
of North East, Dutchess 
County, New York, is not 
authorized to expend 
money, or if the provisions 
of law which should have 
been complied with as of 
the date of publication 
of this notice were not 
substantially complied 
with, and an action, suit 
or proceeding contesting 
such validity is commenced 
within twenty days after the 
date of publication of this 
notice, or such obligations 
were authorized in violation 
of the provisions of the 
Constitution.

A complete copy of the 
resolution summarized 
herewith is available for 
public inspection during 

regular business hours at 
the Office of the Town Clerk 
for a period of twenty days 
from the date of publication 
of this Notice.

Dated: Millerton, 
New York, March 20, 2026.

Elizabeth Strauss
Town Clerk
BOND RESOLUTION 

DATED MARCH 20, 2026.
A  R E S O L U T I O N 

to AUTHORIZE THE 
I S S UA N C E  O F  A N 
ADDITIONAL $50,000 
SERIAL BONDS OF THE 
TOWN OF NORTHEAST, 
DUTCHESS COUNTY, 
NEW YORK, TO PAY 
THE COST OF THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A 
NEW HIGHWAY GARAGE 
FACLITY WITH FUEL 
DEPOT ON A TOWN 
OWNED PARCEL OF 
LAND ON ROUTE 22 
IN MILLERTON, NEW 
YORK, IN AND FOR THE 
TOWN OF NORTH EAST, 
DUTCHESS COUNTY, 
NEW YORK, AT A REVISED 
MAXIMUM ESTIMATED 
COST OF $4,325,000, 
AND AUTHORIZING 
THE ISSUANCE OF NOT 
EXCEEDING $50,000 
ADDITIONAL BONDS 
OF SAID TOWN TO PAY 
THE COST THEREOF.

Sp e c i f i c  obj e c t  or 
purpose: 
Construction of highway 
garage facility and fuel depot 
on Route 22 in Millerton, New 
York (Phase 3), additional 
costs (constituting Phase 4)

Period of  probable 
usefulness: Thirty (30) 
years, limited to five (5) years

 New maximum estimated 
cost: $4,325,000

P r e v i o u s l y 
authorized: $2,929,000 
bonds; $1,051,000 bonds

Amount of obligations to 
be issued: Additional 
$50,000 bonds

SEQRA status: 
Unlisted Action. Negative 
D e c l a r at i on .  SE Q R A 
compliance materials on 
file in the office of the 
Town Clerk where they 
may be inspected during 
regular office hours upon 
appointment.

03-26-26

Patricia Benedict Blakey

OBITUARIES OUR TOWNS

David Munro Vickers

CORNWALL  — A woman 
of great faith has passed. Pa-
tricia, “Pat” Benedict Blakey 
of Cornwall, passed quietly at 
her home on March 12, 2026. 
She was predeceased by her 
husband, Jerry Blakey; their 
daughter, Karen B. Fisher; her 
sister, Nancy B. Lawrence; and 
her parents, Lester and Jean 
Benedict. 

She is survived by her 
son David Blakey of Corn-
wall Bridge, daughter Lori B. 
Welles and her husband David 
G. Welles of West Cornwall, 
granddaughter Melissa Root 
and great-granddaughter 
Devyn Root of  Terryville, and 
niece, Pam B. Hart and husband 
Doug of Belencia, California.

Pat was born in 1934 and 
spent her life in Cornwall with 
her family in the community 
she loved. Pat graduated from 
HVRHS in 1952 and began 
working at Torrington Savings 
Bank as a teller and secretarial 
assistant. In 1955, she married 
her high school sweetheart, 
Jerry Blakey. As a young couple, 
Pat and Jerry became members 
of the First Church of Christ, 
Cornwall, now UCC Corn-
wall, and quickly became ac-
tive members in the church and 
community. Pat was a Sunday 
school teacher, superintendent, 
and then, for thirty years, the 
church secretary. As a young 
mom, Pat worked as an assis-
tant and teacher at a private day 
care in Lakeville and then in the 
Special Education Dept. at Kent 
Center School. 

From 1977 to 1997, Pat 
worked at Marvelwood School 
in Cornwall and Kent; she be-
came the head librarian in 1987. 
Pat loved to be around books, 
kids, and young adults, and 
they knew she would listen 
with a compassionate ear or 
offer a shoulder to cry on. Pat 
felt it was important to expose 
Cornwall’s young adults to the 
world outside the town. Trips 
to the Cloisters in NYC became 
an annual outing. She helped 
create a youth group in the 
70s and organized many get-
togethers and events. Pat was 
one of the creators and orga-
nizers of the UCC’s Memorial 
Day Carnival. 

She and Jerry would al-
ways volunteer for the famous 
Cornwall Rummage sale and 
ran the men’s department into 
her eighties. After the tornado 
of ‘89, Pat and Jerry opened 
their garage, and she organized 
meals for the workers and vol-
unteers during the clean-up. If 
there was a need in the com-
munity, Pat wanted to fill it or 
figure out a way to get things 
done. 

During the late 1970s, Pat 
and Jerry began the medical 
equipment loan program in 
Cornwall out of their house. 
The program continues to this 
day, now housed at the UCC in 
Cornwall. Fielding phone calls, 
getting directions, and then or-
ganizing inventory as the pro-
gram grew, Pat made it happen. 
Pat, with Jerry, also volunteered 
for Operation Overflow in Tor-
rington and spent many years 
volunteering at the Torrington 
soup kitchen.

In her free time, she traveled 
with Jerry, was an avid reader, 
loved flowers, and spending 

For more obituaries, see page A4

LAKEVILLE — David 
Munro Vickers, 80, passed 
away on Feb. 22, 
2026, after a brief 
illness. He was the 
loving partner of 
Diane Landucci, 
with whom he 
shared more than 
20 years in Lakev-
ille, Connecticut.

David was born 
on Oct. 15, 1945, in 
Queens, New York, the son 
of John Marter Vickers and 
Ethlyn Marie Munro Vickers. 
He served in the United States 
Navy and was a veteran of the 
Vietnam War.

David later moved with his 
family to Lakeville, where he 
went on to hold positions at 
LeBonnes Market, Noble Ho-
rizons, Hotchkiss and Lime 
Rock Park.

One of David’s great pas-
sions was baking cookies and 
cakes for his many friends in 
the community. He also had a 

lifelong tenderness for wildlife 
and quietly enjoyed caring for 

the many creatures 
around him. With 
birdseed and other 
treats left outside 
for squirrels, birds, 
chipmunks, and the 
occasional turkey or 
deer, no visitor ever 
left his yard hungry.

He was also an 
enthusiastic sup-

porter of the UConn Huskies.
In addition to Ms. Landuc-

ci, he is survived by his son, 
Grant Vickers of Lakeville; 
his nephews, Damon Vick-
ers of Martha’s Vineyard and 
Jeremiah Brimlow Vickers of 
New York City.

David will be remembered 
for his quiet kindness, his gen-
erosity toward both people 
and animals, and the warmth 
he brought to those around 
him.

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.

time with her family.
Pat received the Citizen-

ship Award in Cornwall for 
community service. The UCC 
Living Waters Award, honoree 
of the HVRHS Alumni Hall of 
Honors, the Public Service 
award from the State of Con-
necticut, and many more rec-
ognitions and awards. She was 
a Girl Scout Leader, served on 
the Cornwall Library Build-
ing Committee, a member of 
the Cornwall Housing Cor-
poration, and a member of the 
Cornwall School Board.

In Pat’s words, “We’re just a 
volunteering couple of fools!” 
She will be missed, but her 
good work will live on.

A Celebration of Life will 
be on April 18th at 2:00, at the 
UCC Bolton Hill Rd. Cornwall 
CT. 

In lieu of flowers donations 
can be made to the Cornwall 
Volunteer Fire Department 
and EMS, UCC CT, or to the 
Cornwall Food and Fuel fund.

The Kenny Funeral Home 
has care of arrangements.

Millerton adopts tree  

law, awards Veterans  

Park contract

Email news and photos to editor@millertonnews.com

By ALY MORRISSEY

alym@millertonnews.com

MILLERTON – The Vil-
lage of Millerton Board of 
Trustees adopted a local law 
establishing a tree commis-
sion, a move officials said is in-
tended to protect mature trees 
and strengthen the village’s eli-
gibility for tree-related grants.

The board approved the law 
following a continued public 
hearing and a final round of 
discussion centered largely on 
enforcement language, includ-
ing which officials would have 
the authority to issue penalties 
for violations. 

During public comment, 
some attendees expressed ap-
proval of the commission and 
asked if the law would help 
unlock funding to address the 
pruning of overgrown trees in 
the village. Officials responded 
that the law is intended in part 
to do just that, noting that es-
tablishing a formal committee 
is a prerequisite for some grant 
opportunities.

After closing the public 
hearing, trustees voted to 

adopt the measure as Local 
Law No. 2 of 2026. 

In other business, village 
officials voted to schedule a 
special meeting for April 6, 
which will include a public 
hearing on the proposed 2026-
2027 budget. 

Trustees also finalized a 
decision on the years-long 
planning for Veterans Park 
improvements, voting unani-
mously to award the contract 
to Scape Tech Landscape 
Technology for $240,548. 
The board agreed to include 
repairs to the park’s existing 
stone walls as part of the job, 
while dropping other add-ons 
such as a stone veneer planter. 

Board members said repair-
ing the walls – which Trustee 
David Sherman said were built 
in the 1950s – would help pre-
vent more costly repairs later. 
With the project supported by 
a $150,000 Dutchess County 
Community Development 
Block Grant, the village will 

cover the remaining roughly 
$98,500 from unappropriated 
fund balance rather than take 
on additional debt. Mayor 
Jenn Najdek said the village 
has more than $400,000 in 
the fund balance and would 
still have close to $350,000 re-
maining after the expenditure. 

During the mayor’s report, 
village officials also discussed 
a new Dutchess County Mu-
nicipal Investment Grant pro-
gram, which they said would 
offer between $20,000 and 
$25,000 for infrastructure 
and public safety projects but 
requires a full local funding 
match. Officials said potential 
uses could include safety proj-
ects for Eddie Collins Memo-
rial Park, but agreed to review 
the opportunity further before 
deciding whether to apply. 

The meeting concluded 
with public comment largely 
in support of the tree commit-
tee and an executive session 
regarding a personnel matter.
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Saint Martin of Tours Parish
Please Join Us - Everyone Welcome
EASTER TRIDUUM
April 2 Holy Thursday at 7pm, St. Mary
April 3 Good Friday, St. Joseph 

Stations of the Cross at Noon 
Passion of the Lord at 3pm

April 4 Easter Vigil at 8pm, Immaculate Conception
April 5 Easter Sunday 
 St. Mary at 9am,  St. Joseph at 11am

CANAAN
Saint Joseph Church 

4 Main Street

NORFOLK
Immaculate Conception Church

4 North Street

LAKEVILLE
Saint Mary Church

76 Sharon Road

Holy Week and Paschal Schedule
All Saints of America Orthodox Christian Church

April 4,  9:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy, Lazarus Saturday
              5:00 p.m., Great Vespers with blessing of 
              Palms, followed by General Confession
April 5,   9:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy, Palm Sunday
              4:00 p.m., Bridegroom Matins 
              @ All Saints, Hartford, CT
April 6,   6:00 p.m., Bridegroom Matins
April 7,   6:00 p.m., Bridegroom Matins
April 8,   6:00 p.m., Holy Unction
April 9,   9:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy
              6:00 p.m., Matins with the 12 Passion Gospels
April 10, 3:00 p.m., Burial Vespers
              6:00 p.m., Matins with Lamentations
April 11, 9:30 a.m., Vesperal Liturgy of the descent 
              into Hades with 15 OT readings
              11:30 p.m. Nocturns of Pascha
April 12, 12:00 a.m., Matins with Divine Liturgy of Pascha
              (midnight Saturday evening)
              12:00 p.m., Vespers of Pascha (Noon)
April 13, 9:30 a.m., Paschal Divine Liturgy

313 Twin Lakes Road, Salisbury, CT (860) 824-1340
www.allsaintsofamerica.us

Birthdays, Showers
Garden Parties

Weddings

Charlottes
restaurant and catering

(845)677-5888

‘

Easter 
Family Friendly Buffet Lunch

a la carte dinner

4258 RT 44, Millbrook, NY 12545
charlottesny.com

restaurant and cateringrestaurant and catering

(845)677-5888

‘

Charlottes

Family friendly  Family friendly  
Lunch and DinnerLunch and Dinner

4258 Rt. 44, Millbrook, NY 125454258 Rt. 44, Millbrook, NY 12545
charlottesny.comcharlottesny.com

EEasteraster

BBirthdays, irthdays, SShowershowers
GGarden arden PPartiesarties

WWeddingseddings

Palm/Passion Sunday, March 29 at 10:30am
Procession and Liturgy of the Word

Maundy Thursday, April 2 at 5:00pm 
Holy Eucharist with Footwashing, Rev. John Allison

Good Friday, April 3 at 5:00pm
Solemn Liturgy, Rev. Kathleen Killian

Easter Sunday, April 5 at 10:30am
Holy Eucharist, Rev. Kathleen Killian

Come join us at  Come join us at  
St. Thomas Episcopal St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church, a community  Church, a community  
of Radical Hospitality!of Radical Hospitality!

40 Leedsville Road,  
Amenia Union

 845-373-9161 | www.stthomasamenia.com

Looking for a spiritual home 
this Holy Week and Easter?

SMITHFIELD 
CHURCH
656 Smithfi eld Valley Rd., Rte. 83
Amenia, NY 12501
thesmithfi eldchurch.org

CELEBRATE EASTER!CELEBRATE EASTER!
10 am Service

Special Musical Performances

Falls Village Congregational Church
Maundy Thursday Service: 7:00pm
Easter Sunrise Service: 6:00am
At the Church on Beebe Hill Rd.
Followed by Breakfast

Easter Service: 10:00am
All are welcome.

16 Beebe Hill Rd, Falls Village, CT | (860) 824 - 0194 | thefvcc@gmail.com

North CaNaaN  
CoNgregatioNal ChurCh

172 Lower Road/Rt. 44 East Canaan, CT

OOuurr  AAnnnnuuaall  MMaauunnddyy  
TThhuurrssddaayy  SSeerrvviiccee,,  6 PM

EEaasstteerr  SSuunnrriissee  SSeerrvviiccee,  
6:30 AM on Easter Morning  
in Hillside Cemetery 

WWoorrsshhiipp,10 AM

FFeelllloowwsshhiipp  CCooffffeeee,11:15 AM

Come join us in person!  

We will continue to broadcast services  
live on Facebook: @northcanaancongregational  

(860) 364-5380
349A Main St. Lakeville, CT 

(behind The Boathouse) 

Webutuck High School Diversity Club marks Women’s History Month

BY LEILA HAWKEN

leilah@millertonnews.com

In observance of Women’s 
History Month, members of 
the Diversity Club at Webu-
tuck High School presented a 
program honoring the contri-
butions of women through-
out history and those making 
a difference today.

The 11-member club gath-
ered Friday, March 20, for 
the program, which featured 
speakers from the commu-
nity sharing personal histo-
ries and highlighting women 
prominent in local history. 
Common themes throughout 
the presentation were volun-
teerism, purposeful living and 
selflessness.

Joining the students were 
Brooklyn Talarico, a candi-
date for the 105th Assembly 
District; Danielle Mollica-
Whiteley, executive director 

of Angels of Light; Amenia 
Town Clerk and Court Clerk 
Dawn Marie Klingner; social 
worker and Webutuck staff 
member Raquel Singleton; 
and Amenia Historical So-
ciety representative Betsy 
Strauss.

Each speaker shared sto-
ries of women who looked 
beyond themselves and found 
purpose in helping others 
through public service, non-
profit work, volunteerism, 
government and education.

The Diversity Club was 
formed in 2023, according 
to 10th-grade student Lyla 
Kern, who said its mission 
is to celebrate diversity and 
highlight the range of cultural 
experiences that make up the 
student body. 

“It’s amazing to highlight 
what modern women have 
gone through and to dem-
onstrate for younger genera-

tions the importance of these 
women to the human expe-
rience,” said Elisa Silverio, 
co-adviser for the Diversity 
Club.

Club adviser Nicole Char-
riez said the Women’s History 
Month program had been in 
the works for two months. 
She added that past Diversi-
ty Club events have focused 
on Native Americans, Afri-
can Americans and Hispanic 
Americans.

Women’s History Month 
began as a local celebra-
tion in California in 1978. 
The idea spread across the 
country, and in 1980 Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter issued 
a proclamation establish-
ing the week of March 8 
as Women’s History Week. 
Congress expanded the ob-
servance in 1987, designating 
the entire month of March 
as Women’s History Month.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Women’s History Month was celebrated by the Diversity Club at Webutuck High 

School on Friday, March 20. Club members and featured speakers at the event were, 

left to right, Nicole Charriez, co-advisor of the Diversity Club, Betsy Strauss, Anabel 

Cordova, Marcus Burton, Emely Cordova, Dawn Marie Klingner, Lyla Kern, Brook-

lyn Talarico, Danielle Mollica-Whiteley, Jaimielee Confesor, and Raquel Singleton.
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State Line Beer and Grocery will offer farm-fresh eggs, 

frozen local meats and household essentials.
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existing greenhouse on the 
property will also be reno-
vated, though its footprint 
will remain unchanged.

The approval is contingent 
on review by Dutchess Coun-
ty Planning & Development, 
as well as variances from the 
Village Zoning Board of Ap-
peals. Applicants must also 
address comments from 
Planning Board consultant 
Pete Sander of Rennia Engi-
neering, including providing 
additional site plan detail and 
clarifying parking require-
ment calculations.

Before the vote, Millbrook 
resident Elizabeth Logan-
Baravalle raised concerns 
about the Planning Board’s 
procedures, saying the pub-
lic notice for Monday night’s 
meeting did not clearly indi-
cate that two public hearings 
would be held. She also said 
application materials were 
not publicly available in ad-
vance and that the Village 
Clerk had not received them 
when she visited Village Hall 
on Merritt Avenue earlier 
that afternoon.

“The only information I 
could find on the project be-
fore this afternoon was in the 
12/8/25 board meeting min-
utes, which were difficult to 
decipher,” Logan-Baravalle 
said. “And there was no site 
plan attached that could be 
referenced.”

Logan-Baravalle also 
pointed to earlier discussions 
referenced in those minutes 
about a proposed food service 
component at the nursery — 
a use she said would not be 
permitted in the Residential 
Low-Density zoning district.

“If a willful disregard for 
Millbrook zoning occurs, 
then what meaning does our 
zoning have?” she said.

Nursery representatives 
said the food service proposal 
had been removed from the 
plans due to zoning restric-

tions. They added that the 
proposed structures would 
bring the site’s total building 
footprint to just under the 
allowable limit, meaning the 
expansion would likely mark 
the end of new construction 
on the property.

Logan-Baravalle asked the 
board to keep the public hear-
ing open to allow residents 
more time to review the plans 
and provide comment. Plan-
ning Board Chair Frank Redl 
acknowledged the concern.

“You’re absolutely right,” 
Redl said. “And there’s some-
thing we have to look into. 
Your comment is well taken.”

However, the board de-
clined to extend the hearing 
and proceeded with the con-
ditional approval.

In other business, the 
Planning Board accepted an 
application to convert an ex-
isting home at 4 Merritt Ave. 
into a duplex-style multifam-
ily residence. The application 
will now begin the formal 
Planning Board process, with 
site plan approval expected in 
the coming months.

The existing building — 
located behind and on the 
same parcel as Reardon-
Briggs hardware store — 
would be demolished and 
replaced with a 39-by-36-
foot two-story structure po-
sitioned closer to the street 
to create additional parking 
behind it.

The proposed duplex 
would sit approximately 
seven feet from a neighbor-
ing home to the east. Planning 
Board members cautioned 
the applicant to expect poten-
tial opposition from adjacent 
property owners.

Under Millbrook’s zoning 
code, properties in the high-
density village business dis-
trict are not subject to side 
yard setback requirements, 
allowing structures to be built 
up to the property line.

and I’ve been there ever since.” 
Travis, a 68-year-old Ame-

nia resident, began protest-
ing alone several days a week 
at the busy intersection and 
has since helped build a small 
but growing local movement. 
Fountain Square will be one of 
several area gathering points 
as part of this weekend’s na-
tionwide day of protest. 

“It’s just so nice to have 
company now, because I was 
alone for so long,” Travis said, 
noting that she has spent a 
lifetime protesting since the 
Vietnam War. 

Local organizers are pre-
paring to participate in a co-
ordinated “No Kings” demon-
stration on Saturday, March 
28 — part of a national effort 
that organizers say could be-
come the largest single-day 
peaceful protest in U.S. histo-
ry. A previous demonstration 
in October drew an estimated 
7 million participants, and or-
ganizers say the March rally 

could bring that number up 
to 12 million people. 

The movement, which be-
gan in June 2025, has drawn 
millions across multiple na-
tional days of action and con-
tinues to take shape at the lo-
cal level. In Dutchess County 
and northwest Connecticut, 
small but steady groups have 
kept up weekly demonstra-
tions, gathering in Amenia’s 
Fountain Square and at the 
White Hart lawn in Salisbury, 
Connecticut. Organizers say 
those efforts have helped 
build momentum for the 
March rally, where they ex-
pect larger than usual crowds. 

Organizers with the na-
tional No Kings Coalition say 
the phrase “No Kings” is more 
than a slogan and that more 
than 3,000 events are planned 
nationwide for March 28.

“Born in the streets, shout-
ed by millions, carried on 
posters and chants, it echoes 
from city blocks to rural town 

eras and other “public safety” 
cameras from being installed 
or used without prior Town 
Board approval in response 
to the controversy. Town 
attorney Warren Replansky 
prepared the resolution prior 
to the meeting at the request 
of board members. 

Critics said during public 
comment that Walsh’s ac-
tions and statements in light 
of the recent revelations have 
eroded trust in his leadership. 
Walsh has faced scrutiny since 
Feb. 3 when Flock Safety rep-
resentatives began marking 
locations for license-plate 
reading cameras at three lo-
cations across town. Those 
markings revealed the ex-
istence of an $80,000 con-
tract with the Atlanta-based 
company signed by former 
Pine Plains Police Sergeant 
Michael Beliveau and Walsh’s 
multiple emails and phone 
calls with representatives of 
the company.

Walsh said in statements 
to the New Pine Plains Her-
ald after the markers for new 
cameras went up this Febru-
ary that he had not spoken 
with Flock Safety since June 
2025. He said he was aware 
of a six-month trial that Be-
liveau had arranged with 
Flock Safety, and that the 
town was not engaged in a 
contract. However, records 
showed Walsh had commu-
nicated with Flock Safety as 
recently as November 2025, 
and that the trial agreement 
that Beliveau signed would 
automatically convert into 
an $80,000, two-year con-
tract with the surveillance 
company.

Public comment drew nu-
merous calls for Walsh’s resig-
nation, alleging he lied about 
his involvement and aware-
ness of the proposed trial 
and contract. Conservation 

Advisory Council Chair Gail 
Mellow issued a sharp rebuke 
of Walsh’s actions.

She said Walsh repeatedly 
lied about his role in procur-
ing the cameras and accused 
him of deflecting blame to 
Beliveau.

“Walsh lied to our com-
munity,” Mellow said. “And 
I think, in doing so, smeared 
dirt on the honor of serving 
the town.”

Commenters also praised 
the Town Board amid criti-
cism of Walsh, often draw-
ing a contrast between the 
councilmembers’ accomplish-
ments and Walsh’s leadership. 
Alice Hanback-Nuccio said 
Walsh’s leadership had set the 
town back since he was first 
elected in 2021.

“We have lost so much 
ground in four years,” Han-
back-Nuccio said. She re-
called working as a secretary 
for Walsh’s predecessor, Dar-
rah Cloud, saying the town 
government accomplished 
more under Cloud’s leader-
ship. “We were doing things 
in a progressive way.”

Some called for sympathy 
for Walsh, describing his ac-
tions as a mistake that the 
community should move on 
from.  Supporters included 
law enforcement personnel 
who described the benefits of 
license plate reading cameras 
in solving crimes and avoid-
ing dangerous situations.

Town Board members gave 
their own statements prior to 
residents’ public comments, 
focusing on accountability 
and next steps. Councilwom-
an Jeanine Sisco addressed the 
controversy first.

Sisco said the board found 
it difficult to get answers 
from Walsh and Flock Safety 
during the recent contro-
versy, but said it was clear 
that proper procedures were 

not followed. She said board 
members received emails 
and recorded telephone con-
versations between Walsh 
and Flock Safety on March 
9 — over a month after the 
stakes brought the agreement 
to light.

“Information was with-
held,” she said. “There were 
serious missteps.”

The councilwoman then 
clarified that the Town Board 
is prohibited from disciplin-
ing or dismissing an elected 
official under New York law. 
She said board members plan 
to move forward and work 
with Walsh to follow proper 
protocol.

“I hope you can appreciate 
how much time and energy 
has been spent trying to un-
derstand what has occurred,” 
Sisco said. “Now it’s time to 
move forward.”

Councilman Kevin Walsh 

took a harder stance, calling 
out a lack of written confir-
mation from Flock Safety that 
all agreements had been can-
celled and what he described 
as obfuscation from the Su-
pervisor.

He said Brian Walsh mis-
led the board and documents 
showed that the supervisor 
communicated with Flock 
Safety representatives on 
multiple occasions between 
November 2024 and July 2025 
and again this February after 
the cameras came to light.

Kevin Walsh nonetheless 
acknowledged the board has 
no power to remove Brian 
Walsh from office.

“Some are calling for us to 
do things we are not in power 
to do,” Kevin Walsh said. “We 
will continue to do our best to 
bring the situation which has 
caused much consternation to 
a conclusion.”

squares, uniting people across 
this country to fight dictator-
ship together,” the coalition 
states on its website.

Inside Travis’s garage, doz-
ens of brightly colored protest 
signs — some carefully let-
tered, others layered with glue 
and found materials — line 
the walls and lean in stacks. 
She has been making them 
steadily since last June, re-
fining her process over time. 

“It’s truly an art form,” 
she said, “You learn as you 
go, making signs.” Travis de-
scribed the process as both a 
creative outlet and a coping 
mechanism. 

Gregory Swinehart, a Mil-
lerton resident, said he joined 
the “No Kings” movement af-
ter driving by the gatherings 
in Amenia and Salisbury, de-
spite having no prior history 
of protesting.

“Everything changed when 
President Trump was elected 
for a second term, and I be-
came very concerned,” Swine-
hart said. “I was always empa-
thetic toward protesters, but 
I never felt a personal reason 
to join — until now.” 

Swinehart said he made 
signs, attended his first pro-
test and kept showing up. He 
has since taken on a more ac-
tive role, working to recruit 
friends and family and help-
ing to promote the March 28 
rally. 

At any given demonstra-
tion, a mix of colorful signs 
reflects a wide range of con-
cerns among participants. 

“It’s like a kaleidoscope,” 
Swinehart said. “Different 
people see different things 
going wrong, and they each 
bring their own reason to 
protest.”

While Swinehart has real-
istic expectations about the 
outcome, he hopes the dem-
onstrations will resonate over 
time. 

“If people see us out there 
week after week — in the cold, 
in the rain — it might make 
them stop and ask questions,” 

he said.  
Travis echoed that senti-

ment, noting the shift she has 
seen over time. 

“Now I’d say 90 to 95 per-
cent of the reactions are posi-
tive,” she said. “People honk, 
give a thumbs up, yell encour-
agement,” she said. “People say 
thank you and tell us to keep 
going.” 

With a data-driven mind-
set, Swinehart pointed to the 
“3.5 percent rule,” a theory 
developed by Harvard politi-
cal scientist Erica Chenoweth, 
which suggests that sustained 
participation by 3.5 percent 
of a population can lead to 
meaningful societal change. 

“I keep that as my North 
Star,” Swinehart said. 

Based on RSVP data from 
the “No Kings” website, or-
ganizers estimate that up to 
12 million people could par-
ticipate in demonstrations 
nationwide — a figure that 
would approach 3.5% of the 
U.S. population. 

Regardless of the turnout, 
Swinehart said the sense of 
community is palpable at the 
protests. 

“People who are concerned 
come together,” he said, add-
ing that many participants see 
the demonstrations as a way 
to exercise their First Amend-
ment rights and stand up for 
others in their communities. 

For Travis, that sense of 
connection is what keeps her 
coming back. 

“We’re out there together, 
expressing our rights,” she 
said. “We’ve got music play-
ing, we’re blowing whistles, 
we’re dancing, we’re holding 
our signs. And we’re not going 
anywhere.” 

Local demonstrations will 
be held at the White Hart lawn 
in Salisbury, Connecticut 
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; at 
Fountain Square in Amenia 
from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.; in Kent, 
Connecticut from 2 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m.; and at Lions Mini-
park in Rhinebeck from 10 
a.m. to noon. 

Millerton Veterinary Practice 
for 19 years before stepping 
away last year to focus on fam-
ily. Now, she said, the business 
has quickly become a family 
effort. 

“This is now my baby,” Wat-
son joked. “Everyone’s helped 
— my kids, my parents, my 
husband.” 

Watson said her kids 
helped paint floors and stock 
shelves, which were built by 
her brother. 

The store will emphasize 
local sourcing whenever pos-
sible, with Watson already in 
conversations with nearby 
farms and producers. She said 
she hopes to carry items such 
as local meats and her own 
farm-fresh eggs. 

“Happy chickens equals 
a happy wife, so I call it the 
Happy Blended Homestead,” 

she said of her 53 chickens and 
home garden. 

Watson also said she plans 
to remain flexible based on 
customer demand and sug-
gestions. She will manage a 
Facebook page and keep a 
suggestion box in the store. 

“We’re listening to people,” 
she said. “If people want some-
thing, we’ll try to carry it. If 

it’s not working, we’ll adjust.” 
Much of the meat will be 

sold frozen, supplemented by 
refrigerated items and pantry 
staples. The store will also 
stock household goods such 
as paper products, cleaning 
supplies and everyday neces-
sities — items Watson said are 
often difficult to find locally 
without traveling outside the 

area or waiting to shop online. 
In addition to groceries, the 

store will sell beer and hard 
seltzers, along with a limited 
selection of convenience items 
geared toward residents and 
visitors, including campers 
passing through the area. 

Watson said attention to 
detail and community re-
sponsiveness will set the store 
apart. 

“Being a smaller store, that 
personal touch will be huge,” 
she said. “We’re not here to 
make a million dollars — we’re 
here to make people happy 
and have what they need. 

Located at 208 US-44 in 
Millerton — the same build-
ing that once housed Kids 
Time — State Line Beer and 
Grocery is expected to be open 
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., seven 
days a week.



To mow or not to mow?

Capitol hosts fi rst-ever staging 
of Civil War love story

Where the 
mat meets 
the market

Hunt Library 
launches 
VideoWall 
for fi lmmakers

THEATERFILM

Love it or hate it, there is no 
denying the several blankets of 
snow this winter were beauti-
ful, especially as they visually 
mu�  ed some of the damage 
they caused in the � rst place.  
There appears to be tree dam-
age — some minor and some 
major — in many places, and 
now that we can move around, 
the pre-spring cleanup begins. 
Here, a heavy snow buildup 
on our sun porch roof crashed 
onto the shrubs below, snap-
ping o�  branches and cleaving 
a boxwood in half, � attening it.

The other area that has 
been � attened by the snow is 
the meadow, now heading into 
its fourth year of post-lawn 
alterations. A short recap on 
its genesis: I simply stopped 
mowing a half-acre of lawn, 
planted some � owering plants, 
spread little bluestem seeds 
and, far less simply, obsessive-
ly pluck out invasive plants 
such as sheep sorrel and stilt 
grass. And while it’s not exact-
ly enchanting, it is � ourishing, 
so much so that I cannot bring 
myself to mow.

I have doubts:  If I mow 
in the spring, would I kill all 
the overwintering insects? 
If I mow after the � rst frost, 
as suggested in a 2017 paper 
by the esteemed Kim Stoner, 
Ph.D., on the Connecticut Ag-
ricultural  Experiment Station 
website, would I lose the seed 
heads of yarrow, rattlesnake 
master and black-eyed Susan 
that birds are supposed to feed 
on in the winter?  Paralyzed 
by indecision, I have not been 
able to bring myself to do even 
a partial cut. 

I took a poll at a recent par-
ty attended by horticultural-
ists, environmentalists and 
garden experts. There was a 
consensus that early spring is 
indeed the best time to mow — 
early, before the ground-nest-
ing birds like woodcock start 

By Elena Spellman

In a barn on Maple Avenue in 
Great Barrington, Kathy Reis-
feld merges two unlikely worlds: 

wealth management and yoga, teach-
ing clients and students alike how 
stability — � nancial and emotional — 
comes from practice.

Her life sits at an intersection many 
assume can’t exist: high � nance and 
yoga. One world is often reduced to 
greed, the other to “woo-woo” stretch-
ing. Yet in conversation, she makes both 
feel grounded, less like opposites and 
more like two languages describing the 
same human need for stability.

On one � oor of her barn are yoga 
mats and the steady rhythm of breath. 
On the other are computer screens, 
market charts and conversations 
about retirement plans and portfolio 
diversi� cation. For Reisfeld, founder 

By Robin Roraback

The David M. Hunt Library in Falls 
Village, known for promoting local 
artists with its ArtWall, is debuting a 
new feature showcasing � lmmakers. 
The VideoWall will premiere Saturday, 
March 28, at 6 p.m. with a screening 
of two short � lms by Brooklyn-based 
documentary � lmmaker and animator 
Imogen Pranger.

The VideoWall is the idea of Falls 
Village � lmmaker Yonah Sadeh, who 
also serves as curator. “I would love the 
VideoWall to become a place that show-
cases the work of local � lmmakers, and I 
hope that other creatives in the area will 
submit their work to be shown,” he said.

After the screening of the two � lms, 
“Mail Myself to You” and “Circle, Circle 
Square,” Pranger and Sadeh will discuss 
� lmmaking and answer questions.

Of Pranger, Sadeh said, “She has a 
strong visual voice as a director, and 
both of these � lms are great examples 
of a blend of documentary and experi-

nesting.  I then called Mike Na-
deau, whom I consider a mead-
ow master of the Northwest 
Corner, and he concurred, 
following the Xerces Society 
meadow-mowing guidelines: 
mow in early spring when dan-
delions are in bloom.  

“Xerces Society says this 
is the time most insects have 

hatched out of hollow stems 
and is between bird migra-
tions.” 

Nadeau’s experience has 
borne this out.  

“I stress not to mow in fall 
because a dormant meadow 
is a haven for winter critters 
of all ilk.  Birds use dormant 
plants for nesting materials, 
eat seeds, refuge — not to 
mention the other mamma-
lian life that bene� ts from a 
meadow. An argument that 
has worked for me to discour-
age fall mowing is to describe 
a dormant meadow, with its CONTINUED ON PAGE B3
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A partially mowed meadow in early spring provides habitat 
for wildlife while helping to keep invasive plants in check.
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myriad seed heads and foliage, 
as kinetic sculpture, especially 
with snowfall.  It’s a beauty all 
its own.”

Nadeau mows a third to a 
half of a meadow each year, 
ideally using a � ail mower, 
which chops vegetation into 
small pieces, helping foliage to 
resprout. The unmowed por-
tion is left as a refuge for the 
animals that get evicted from 
their homes in the mowed 
area.  

Stoner agrees with Mike 
to divide up the meadow and 
mowing di� erent sections at 
di� erent times. And she vali-
dates my mowing trepidation. 

“There’s no perfect time. 
Any time you mow, you will be 
disturbing the habitat of some 
creature. If you don’t mow, you 
will have invasive plants creep-
ing in, and eventually you will 
have trees,” she said.

“Best thing is to think about 
what your goals are — what 
creatures do want to encour-
age in your meadow? Then set 
the time of mowing to protect 
and enhance the habitat for 
those creatures.”

Additionally, Nadeau sug-
gests that mown paths should 
be rerouted at least every two 
years to prevent rhizomatous 
grasses from establishing, 
which can grow into meadow 
edges and look unsightly.   And 
the window is short: 

“It’s too late to mow when 
spring birds arrive in earnest 
and new meadow growth is 
taller than 6 inches.”

Lights Out!
One of my favorite meadow 

bene� ts are the hundreds of 
� re� ies that emerge in June. 
I am grateful for the lack of 
arti� cial light from neighbors 
(save for one house across the 
river with a persistent outside 
night light), so these creatures 

our
community
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By Jack Sheedy

Litch� eld County playwright 
Cinzi Lavin’s “A Goodnight Kiss,” 
based on letters exchanged be-
tween a Civil War soldier and 
the woman who became his 
wife, premiered in 2025 to sold-
out audiences in Goshen, where 
the couple once lived. Now the 
original cast, directed by Gos-
hen resident Kathleen Kelly, 
will present the play beneath 
the gold dome of Connecticut’s 
Capitol in Hartford as part of 
the state’s America250 com-
memoration — marking what 
organizers believe may be the 
� rst such performance at the 
Capitol.

“I don’t believe any live per-
formances of an actual play (at 
the Capitol) have happened,” 
said Elizabeth Conroy, adminis-
trative assistant at the O�  ce of 
Legislative Management, who 
coordinates Capitol events.

When Lavin inquired about 
staging the production there, 
“they were very excited about 
it,” she said.

The performance, to take 
place April 1, is being sponsored 

by the Connecticut League of 
Women Voters. Organizers 
said the Capitol setting o� ers 
a � tting backdrop for a story 
rooted in American history and 
civic life. 

“A Goodnight Kiss” is a dra-
matic reading drawn from let-
ters exchanged between Sgt. 
Maj. Frederick Lucas (David 
Maccharelli) and Sarah Jane 
“Jennie” Wadhams (Olivia 
Wadsworth). Fred wrote from 
battle� elds, while Jennie wrote 

from the peaceful con� nes of 
Goshen. Together, their letters 
trace a gradually deepening 
romance and how the couple 
overcame objections by Jennie’s 
father, John Marsh Wadhams, 
and � nally married in 1867.

“I just found it adorable that 
(Jennie’s father) was going to 
make sure she got the right kind 
of husband, which is why Fred 
had such a hard time,” Kelly 
said.

BroadwayWorld reviewer 

Sean Fallon called the play “the 
most romantic love story I have 
ever seen acted out on stage.”

The letters were first 
brought to light in the 2002 
book “Fred and Jennie: A Civ-
il War Love Story” by the late 
Ernest B. Barker, a Goshen resi-
dent and descendant of both the 
Lucas and Wadhams families. 
The Barker family discovered 
Fred’s letters in the Wadhams 
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Kathy Reisfeld practicing yoga.
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of Berkshire Wealth Group in 
Great Barrington, these are two 
sides of a single practice.

“At the end of the day, you’re 
just dealing with people,” she 
said. “Whether we’re talking 
about financial stability or men-
tal stability, it’s kind of all the 
same thing.”

Reisfeld has spent nearly 30 
years in finance, building a cli-
ent-centered advisory practice 
that eventually led her to go in-
dependent. But her relationship 
with money began long before 
her career.

When her mother became 
ill during Reisfeld’s childhood, 
finances tightened. It wasn’t 
poverty, she said, but it was 
constrained enough to teach her 
how money — or its lack — can 
dictate the terms of one’s life. 
That lesson took on a deeper 
meaning as she watched her 
mother remain in a difficult 
marriage without full financial 
independence. “Money repre-
sented autonomy,” she said. 
“Freedom.”

In college, Reisfeld initially 
majored in physics, drawn to 
systems and structure. But an 
economics class shifted her di-
rection. Markets, she realized, 
were systems too — not only 
mathematical, but deeply hu-
man.

After graduating, she landed 
an internship with a financial 
adviser and gradually discov-
ered a profession that combined 
curiosity, problem-solving and 

relationship-building.
“The more I learned, the 

more I kind of wanted to get 
involved,” she said.

Over time, she realized she 
wasn’t interested in chasing 
predictions; she was interest-
ed in guiding people through 
uncertainty.

Over nearly three decades, 

she has watched the industry 
evolve. It has moved, she be-
lieves, from selling products to 
offering advice — a shift toward 
aligning compensation with cli-
ents’ best interests.

She’s candid about the ste-
reotypes that cling to finance: 
that it’s driven by greed and full 
of money-hungry people. Those 
people exist, she said, but they 
aren’t the majority.

“It’s kind of like the few bad 
apples ruining it for everyone.”

At its best, she believes, 
the work is quieter and more 
meaningful than its reputation 
suggests.

Yoga entered her life in 2001, 

when she was living in New York 
City and training as a marathon 
runner.

“I was, like, very anti-yoga,” 
she admitted with a laugh.

But once she tried it, some-
thing shifted. A workshop with 
Nancy Gilgoff, the first Ameri-
can woman to travel to India to 
study Ashtanga yoga, “blew my 
mind open,” she said, revealing 
yoga as something far larger 
than poses or stretching.

What began as a physical 
complement to her running be-
came a doorway into something 
deeper.

“Ashtanga means eight 
limbs,” Reisfeld explained. “The 
physical practice is just the en-
try point.”

The overlap she sees be-
tween yoga and investing is pa-
tience. Both practices demand 
discipline through fluctuation 
— the ups and downs, the good 
days and bad days, and the will-
ingness to keep showing up.

In yoga philosophy, she points 
to the stilling of the mind. In in-
vesting, that becomes tuning out 
the noise — the headlines that 
spike fear or euphoria, the end-
less predictions that feel author-
itative and rarely land cleanly.

After almost three decades 
in a traditionally male-dominat-
ed industry, Reisfeld has learned 
to move comfortably in rooms 
where she was often one of the 
few women present.

Asked what it was like start-
ing out as a woman in finance, 
she smiled.

“The lines for the restroom 
were shorter.”

The humor reflects her tem-
perament. She began her career 
at 21, and mentorship was not 
always easy to find. But finance, 
like yoga, rewards consistency. 
Ultimately, she built her busi-
ness through steady growth.

For Reisfeld, yoga is fun-
damentally about integration. 
Money is no exception. It shapes 
how we live, the choices we 
make and the freedoms we have. 
Ignoring it doesn’t make it dis-
appear. It only makes it harder.

Now rooted in the Berk-
shires, advising clients and 
teaching yoga classes from the 
same barn, Reisfeld’s work feels 
less like two careers and more 
like one philosophy.

When asked what she hopes 
people feel after spending time 
with her — whether reviewing a 
portfolio or finishing a yoga ses-
sion — her answer is immediate.

“More confident,” she said. 
“Less stressed. More optimistic 
about their future.”

For more information or to 
book an appointment, visit berk-
shirewealthgroup.com

Kathy Reisfeld, Branch Owner
250 Maple Ave, Great Bar-

rington, MA 01230
845-263-3996
Securities offered through Ray-

mond James Financial Services, 
Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC.

Berkshire Wealth Group is not 
a registered broker/dealer and is 
independent of Raymond James 
Financial Services, Inc.

Investment advisory services 
offered through Raymond James 
Financial Services Advisors, Inc.

Elena Spellman is a Client Ser-
vice Associate at Berkshire Wealth 
Group

Buddy and Holly:  
poetry and song at Troutbeck

PERFORMANCE

Whether we’re 
talking about financial 

stability or mental 
stability, it’s kind of 
all the same thing.

KATHY REISFELD
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At The Movies

Noble
HORIZONS

17 Cobble Rd.
Salisbury, CT 06068

860-435-9851
noblehorizons.org

We welcome back Keith Moon 
as he leads us through 

A Swim in a Pond in the Rain
by George Saunders. 

Keith will focus on the four 
Russian writers featured in this 

book-Turgenev, Tolstoy, Gogol, and 
Chekhov in this six-week series. 

Book will be supplied on the � rst 
day of class with your registration. 

Registration Required! 
Visit noblehorizons.org/events 

or scan the QR code below.

SHOWTIMES & TICKETS►

FRI 03/27 > THU 04/02 (518) 789-0022 themoviehouse.net

4 8  M A I N  S T R E E T ,  M I L L E R T O N ,  N Y

The Mov iehouse is  a  non-pro f i t  501c3  independent  c inema & ar ts  o rgan iza t ion .

GIFT CARDS ✴ MEMBERSHIPS ✴ DONATE TODAY 

PROJECT HAIL MARY
HOPPERS

Tue. 3/31 @ 7PM
MOVIE TRIVIA 

NIGHT

Sat. 3/28 @ 7PM
Meet the Filmmakers

JACOB’S LADDER 
+ Q&A

Sun. 3/29 @ 1PM
BETWEEN THE 
MOUNTAIN & 

THE SKY + Q&A

SIRÂT
MR. NOBODY AGAINST PUTIN
MARC BY SOFIA
THE PRESIDENT’S CAKE
SUPER MARIO GALAXY

Closes 3/30

Opens 4/1
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... Civil War
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PHOTO BY JACK SHEEDY

Playwright Cinzi Lavin, left, 
poses with Kathleen Kelly, 
director of ‘A Goodnight Kiss.’

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY KATHLEEN KELLY

Capitol atrium

homestead and Jennie’s letters in a house 
once owned by a Lucas family member. 
The correspondence is now housed at 
the Connecticut Museum of Culture and 
History in Hartford.

Kelly said presenting the story 
through letters poses a challenge be-
cause the actors rarely interact onstage. 
During rehearsals, she had the perform-
ers face one another while reading their 
letters aloud. “It was just like magic hap-
pened,” she said.

Lavin said the play “tells the story of 
what truly makes America great, what 
made America great then, and what still 
makes it great, which is devotion to duty, 
service to others, integrity and treasur-
ing freedom.”

David Maccharelli, who portrays 
Fred, said, “Charting (Fred’s) course 
from enthusiastic young recruit gushing 
with admiration for the new technology 
of 19th-century warfare to a man crash-
ing into the reality of war is a reminder 
that even the noblest of causes demand 
sacrifice, and that sacrifice is often borne 
by innocents.”

Olivia Wadsworth said of portraying 
Jennie, “It’s actually a little dizzying to 
think about. Two people, more than a 
hundred years ago, sent private letters 
to one another, and now their love story 
is being shared in a performance at the 
state Capitol.”

The performance will take place April 1 
at 2 p.m. in Room 310 of the Capitol at 210 
Capitol Ave., Hartford. The event is free 
and open to the public with advance regis-
tration at https://bit.ly/4usa9b7. Arrange-
ments for guests with special requirements 
may be made by emailing Lisa Del Sesto at 
admin@lwvct.org or calling 203-288-7996. 
Parking on Capitol grounds is limited, but 
additional parking is available nearby at 
the Legislative Office Building, 300 Capitol 
Ave.

By Natalia Zukerman

On Saturday, March 28, 
Troutbeck in Amenia will 
host “An Acoustic Evening 
with Buddy Wakefield and 
Holly Miranda,” bringing to-
gether two artists who care-
fully employ language — to 
tell stories, to shape songs 
and to search for truth.

The two artists met last 
August at the memorial ser-
vice for their dear friend, 
poet Andrea Gibson. 

“We kept bumping into 
each other in those really 
funny, awkward, weird mo-
ments that can happen at a 
funeral,” said Miranda. “We 
knew we really liked each 
other and wanted to spend 
some more time together.”

That connection contin-
ued over the winter when 
Miranda enrolled in one of 
Wakefield’s online poetry 
courses.

“I just thought maybe I 
should do something total-
ly out of my comfort zone 
to kick-start some creative 
flow,” she explained. The 
class introduced her to a 
structured prompt and 
feedback process which, in 
the end, sparked new ma-
terial. “I’m not a poet,” said 
Miranda. “And I’m definitely 
not a student,” she contin-
ued, laughing, making ref-
erence to herself as a high 
school dropout. “So, this 
was a new process for me. 
And I really liked it.”

Born in Detroit, Miranda 
burst onto the Brooklyn mu-
sic scene in the late ’90s and 
has since collaborated with a 
wide constellation of artists 
from Lou Reed to Karen O, 
Leslie Gore and Tegan and 
Sara. In 2021, she co-found-
ed Eye Knee Records with 
Elissa Young and Ambrosia 
Parsley to support indepen-
dent artists. She is currently 
part of a team developing a 
250-capacity music venue in 
Woodstock, Calliope, named 
for the Greek muse who pre-
sides over eloquence and 
epic poetry.

“There’s a lot of small-
town bureaucracy we’re 
still wading through,” said 
Miranda, estimating it’ll be 
another 18 months or so 
before the venue opens its 
doors.

Wakefield, a three-time 
Individual World Poetry 
Slam champion now based 
in Portugal, said this event 
came together after an in-
vitation from Troutbeck’s 
director of culture and com-
merce, Sascha Lewis. 

“Everything he’s invited 
me to in the past has been 
awesome, so I knew this 
would be too. And then, of 
course, there’s Holly.”

The performance will 
take place in the ballroom, 
the perfect setting to foster 
intimacy and a close connec-
tion to the audience. Wake-
field, whose performances 
blend theater, poetry, humor 
and personal narrative, said 
he adjusts each set to fit the 
space he’s in. 

“I definitely adapt in a 
choose your own adventure 
way,” he said. 

Over more than two de-
cades of relentless touring 
— from grand urban stag-
es to unexpected corners 
of the world — Wakefield 
has helped expand spoken 
word beyond readings into 
emotionally dynamic live 
performance.

It’s fitting as well that 
this pairing unfolds at a 
place steeped in creative 
history. The evening, which 
begins at 5 p.m., will be a 
continuation of that tradi-
tion: art not as spectacle, 
but as exchange. 

In a time when so much 
competes for our dwindling 
attention, this performance 
will offer something rare: 
the chance to sit quietly in 
a beautiful room while two 
singular artists remind us 
how powerful unamplified 
truth can be.

Guests are invited to stay 
for dinner. Reservations 
are encouraged. Tickets at 
troutbeck.com

PHOTO BY SARA BOULTER

Buddy Wakefield

PHOTO PROVIDED

Holly Miranda
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can shine brightly — and 
securely. 

The organization 
DarkSky International 
relays the effect out-
door lights can have on 
fireflies: an almost 50% 
decrease in flashes per 
minute, which affects 
courtship behavior and 
mating success, accord-
ing to two studies they 
cite on its website,  dark-
sky.org. 

There, you can also get 

the lowdown on the dev-
astating effects even one 
outdoor light can have 
on birds, amphibians, in-
sects and mammals.  The 
organization provides ed-
ucational materials that 
explain the issue, making 
it easier to bring it up to 
neighbors and friends 
— which I will soon try 
with the house across the 
river.  

Dee Salomon ungardens 
in Litchfield County.
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mental filmmaking.”
Pranger described her 

approach to filmmaking. “I 
have always approached 
the visual arts from an in-
terdisciplinary, multime-
dia perspective.” This ap-
proach was a reason why 
animation was particular-
ly appealing to Pranger as 
she began exploring the 
possibilities of filmmaking.

“I particularly fell in 
love with the tactility of 
hand-drawn and paint-
ed animation and the 
ways in which it can be 
used in tandem with an-
alog 16-millimeter film. 
Stop-motion animation 
holds the unique power 
to bring inanimate ob-
jects to life, something 
that became crucial to my 
practice of archival docu-
mentary filmmaking. I ap-
preciate the sense of play 
that is encouraged in the 
medium of animation and 
find great joy in exploring 
new avenues and possibil-
ities within the medium,” 

she continued.
At the core of Pranger’s 

films, she hopes to capture 
the joy and intimacy of hu-
man connection that blos-
soms through engagement 
with material and creative 
process.

After the opening 
event, the films will re-
main available to view at 
any time on the VideoW-
all screen in the library 
stacks. “The screen will 
always be on and ready 
for anyone to use,” Sadeh 
said. The installations will 
last three to four months.

Sadeh added, “Each in-
stallation will begin with 
a public screening at the 
library, followed by a talk-
back with the filmmaker.”

Filmmakers can contact 
Sadeh at huntartwall@
gmail.com for information 
about submitting films for 
consideration. Visit huntli-
brary.org/art-wall for a 
schedule of ArtWall and 
VideoWall events, which are 
free and open to the public.

 A bowl full of stars

One-woman show brings Mumbet’s fight  
for freedom to Scoville Library

WRITER’S NOTEBOOK

THEATER

PHOTO BY CHERYL HELLER

A bowl full of stones.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Tammy Denease portrays Elizabeth “Mumbet” 
Freeman in two performances at the Scoville 
Memorial Library on March 29. 

By Cheryl Heller

There’s a bowl in my 
studio where pieces of the 
planet reside. I bring them 
home from travels, picking 
them up not for their beauty 
or distinction but for their 
provenance. I choose the 
ones that speak to me — 
the ones next to pyramids, 
along hiking trails, on city 
sidewalks or volcanic slopes.

I like how stones feel in 
my hand: weighty, ground-
ing. I don’t mind them mak-
ing my pockets and suitcase 
heavier. The bowl is about 
the size of an average car-
ry-on. It has been years 
since it was light enough 
for me to lift.

They’re not specimens. 
I’m not a scientist compar-
ing igneous with sedimen-
tary, or metamorphic with 
minerals or meteorites. 
I don’t know slate from 
quartzite, or schist from ba-
salt or gabbro. They aren’t 
memories either, because I 
can’t tell by looking at them 
where they’re from. They sit 
quietly beside me in whatev-
er moment I’m occupying.

They’re not souvenirs 
from places, like coffee mugs 
or snow globes. They are the 
places themselves.

The planet has reor-
ganized itself in my bowl. 
Melbourne nestles next to 
the Hebrides. The streets 
of Roma in Mexico City rub 
elbows with Vatican City, 
Rome. Eastern Tibet sits on 

By Natalia Zukerman

On March 29, writer, pro-
ducer and director Tammy 
Denease will embody the life 
and story of Elizabeth Free-
man, widely known as Mum-
bet, in two performances at 
the Scoville Library in Salis-
bury. Presented by Scoville 
Library and the Salisbury 
Association Historical So-
ciety, the performance is 
part of Salisbury READS, 
a community-wide engage-
ment with literature and 
civic dialogue. 

Mumbet was the first 
enslaved woman in Massa-
chusetts to sue successful-
ly for her freedom in 1781. 
Her victory helped lay the 
legal groundwork for the 
abolition of slavery in the 
state just two years later. 
In bringing Mumbet’s story 
to life, Denease does more 
than reenact history.

“I have been performing 
Mumbet for over 15 years 
now,” she said. What con-
tinues to resonate is “her 
self-awareness and self-
worth even though she was 
enslaved. Her legacy of self-
care and the ability to take 
care of others. That has not 
changed over time.”

Denease’s one-woman 
performance, “One Minute 
a Free Woman,” is part of 
her “Hidden Women” se-
ries, which centers figures 
too often pushed to the 
margins of historical mem-
ory. Drawing upon her own 
lineage and storytelling tra-
ditions passed down from 
her great-grandmother, a 
formerly enslaved wom-
an, Denease creates work 
that bridges personal in-
heritance and collective 
history. Her background as 
a museum educator and in-
terpretive guide shapes this 
approach.

 “Being an interpretive 
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educator helps me put the 
humanity back into history 
that has been removed when 
telling the stories,” she said.

The 2 p.m. program wel-
comes school-age audiences 
and families, while a 4 p.m. 
performance invites adults 
into a deeper and more in-
tense exploration of Mum-
bet’s life. 

“The format of the show 
will only change in the way 
I deliver the story,” Denease 
explained. “It will be more 
intense and in detail for the 
adults, less intense for the 
kids. However, it will not be 
watered down.” 

For young people, Dene-
ase hopes the performance 
ignites curiosity and critical 
thought. “I hope school-age 
audiences’ imaginations are 
activated to want to know 
more and to never stop 
asking questions.” Adults, 
she said, are invited into a 
deeper investigation. “I hope 
for my adult audience that 
they will question what they 
were taught and see history 
through a different lens.”

That spirit of inquiry 
lies at the heart of Salis-
bury READS. “Literature 
and live performances go 
hand in hand,” Denease 
said. “Reading activates the 
imagination; living history 
helps that activated mind to 
make historical connections 
and keep the humanity and 
dignity in place where it was 
never given or taken away.”

Ultimately, the perfor-
mance asks audiences to 
treat history not as distant 
fact but as shared responsi-
bility. “I hope the audience 
will continue to question 
why knowing accurate and 
complete history is so im-
portant,” Denease said. “To 
understand that not know-
ing the whole story hurts 
everyone.”

To register for the event, 
visit scovillelibrary.org

PHOTO BY ROBIN RORABACK

Yonah Sadeh, 
Falls Village 
filmmaker 
and curator of 
David M. Hunt 
Library’s new 
VideoWall. 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Imogen Pranger, 
first filmmaker of the 
new VideoWall.

top of Machu Picchu; New 
Delhi is now close to Detroit. 
Cappadocia has finally met 
Capri. Mustique knows 
Morocco, and they both lie 
on the beaches of southern 
France.

These stones have wit-
nessed the fall of civiliza-
tions, the birth and death 
of infinite beings, tectonic 
upheavals and the creative 
destruction of fire and ice.

Who touched them be-

fore me? Inca, Maya, Tro-
jans? Warriors, slaves or 
yaks? Blue-footed boobies in 
the Galápagos or a slithering 
Costa Rican fer-de-lance? 
Was one of them used to 
stone a blasphemer in an-
cient Greece?

It’s not as if the place 
where I live needs more 
stones. In New England 
we’ve been blessed with an 
imposing population of gla-
cial erratics — characters 

dragged here by the last Ice 
Age and left to sit silently 
in the woods for the past 
16,000 years. The stones 
themselves, I’ve learned, are 
more than a billion years old.

The most ancient rocks 
known to us are more than 
four billion years old. Others 
are practically new, formed 
continually as tectonic 
plates shift along seabeds 
or lava cools along volcanic 
slopes. And while individual 
rocks vary wildly in age, the 
substance of rocks — atoms 
of silicon, oxygen and iron 
—is far older than the Earth 
itself, forged in ancient stars 
before our Milky Way exist-
ed.

Perhaps my bowl is filled 
with stars.

I recently stood before 
an exhibit of Aboriginal art 
called “The Stars We Do Not 
See.”  The artists are descen-
dants of the oldest continu-
ous civilization on Earth, at 
350,000 years. Their past is 
not distant or inaccessible 
to them; they understand 
time as a cycle and live in 
relationship with everything 
on earth and sky, including 
stones.

The title of the show was 
inspired by the late Yolŋu 
artist Gulumbu Yunupingu, 
who painted the night sky 
on bark. She spoke about 
the “stars behind the stars” 
— all there is to learn and 
appreciate beyond what we 
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	 MARCH 26
Russell Shorto in 

Conversation with 
Rhonan Mokriski
Troutbeck, 515 Leedsville 
Road, Amenia, N.Y.
Historian and author Rus-
sell Shorto joins Troutbeck 
Symposium co-founder and 
educator Rhonan Mokriski 
for a conversation on nar-
rative history and how sto-
rytelling can transform the 
way students learn about the 
past. Free with RSVP. Pre-
sented in partnership with 
The Salisbury Association, 
The Salisbury Forum, The 
Troutbeck Symposium, and 
Scoville Memorial Library, 
in connection with Salisbury 
Commemoration 250 and CT 
250. 5 to 6 p.m.

Tarot for Beginners
David M. Hunt Library, 63 
Main St., Falls Village, Conn. 
huntlibrary.org
Sonya Reeve leads an intro-
duction to tarot, exploring 
the major and minor ar-
cana, the hero’s journey, and 
the symbolism within the 
78-card deck. Participants 
will pull cards together; no 
experience necessary. A se-
lection of tarot decks will be 
available for purchase. 6 p.m.

	 MARCH 27
Author Russell Shorto at 

the Salisbury Forum
Housatonic Valley Regional 
High School, 246 Warren 
Turnpike Rd., Falls Village, 
Conn.
Historian and author Russell 
Shorto joins award-winning 
local educators Peter Vermi-
lyea and Rhonan Mokriski 
for a conversation on histo-
ry and the American Rev-
olution. Free. Registration 
required at salisburyforum.
org. 7:30 p.m.

“In the Deep Heart’s Core”
Stissing Center for Arts & 
Culture, 2950 Church St., 
Pine Plains, N.Y.
Joseph Sobol’s musical 
theater work inspired by 
the life and poetry of W. B. 
Yeats blends Celtic-inflected 
folk music and storytelling 
in an intimate exploration 
of Irish identity and imagi-
nation. 7:30 p.m. Tickets at 
thestissingcenter.org

The Addams Family
Northwestern Regional 7 
High School, 100 Battistoni 
Drive, Winsted, Conn.
March 27 to 29

Northwestern Regional 7 
presents “The Addams Fam-
ily,” a spooky, funny musical 
based on the cartoons by 
Charles Addams. Perfor-

mances are Friday and Sat-
urday at 7 p.m. and Sunday 
at 2 p.m. in the NWR7 Au-
ditorium. The show follows 
Wednesday Addams as she 
falls for a “normal” young 
man, bringing two very dif-
ferent families together for 
one unforgettable dinner. 
Tickets available at the door 
or at ticketleap.events.

Author Russell Shorto in 
Conversation
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org
At 6 p.m., acclaimed author 
Russell Shorto discusses 
his book “Revolution Song” 
and the craft of narrative 
history in conversation with 
Peter Vermilyea and Rhonan 
Mokriski.  Details at salis-
buryforum.org.

	 MARCH 28
Sheffield Contra Dance

Dewey Hall, 91 Main St., 
Sheffield, Mass.
Lesson at 6:30 and dance at 7 
p.m. Live music from Cross-
over and caller Jon Greene. 
No partner necessary. More 
info at sheffieldcontra.com

Author Talk: James Traub 
on “The Cradle of 
Citizenship”
Cornwall Library, 30 Pine St., 
Cornwall, Conn.
Author, journalist and his-
torian James Traub will 
discuss his new book on civ-
ic education and democra-
cy at 4 p.m., in conversation 
with educator Maud Abeel. 
In-person only. Registration 
required at cornwalllibrary.
org

Children’s Author Visit & 
Book Signing
Whistle Pig Books, 62 Main 
St., North Canaan, Conn.
Join us at Whistle Pig Books 
for a special book signing 
with children’s author Katie 
Melko on Saturday, March 
28, from 12 to 3 p.m. Copies 
of her book “Luna Plants a 
Garden” will be available for 
purchase during the event. 
whistlepigbooks.com.

The Harlem Line Band at 
The White Hart Inn
The White Hart Inn, 15 
Under Mountain Road, 
Salisbury, Conn.
The show starts at 8:30, 
and tickets will be available 
to purchase the day of the 
event. The fund was creat-
ed in 2005 to help families in 
the Northwest Corner who 
need financial support due 
to cancer treatments.

Free Chocolate Tasting
Tri Corner FEED Market 56 
S. Center St., Millerton, N.Y.
12 p.m.

enslaved woman to win her 
freedom in a Massachusetts 
court in 1781, setting a prece-
dent for the abolition of slav-
ery in the state. Performanc-
es: 2 to 3 p.m. for school-age 
children and families; 4 to 5 
p.m. for adults. Registration 
required at scovillelibrary.
org.

Needle Felting Workshop
Troutbeck, 515 Leedsville 
Road, Amenia, N.Y.
Artist Courtney Childress 
leads a hands-on Cottage 
Courses workshop exploring 
needle felting on stretched 
canvas. Participants will ex-
periment with colorful wool 
roving, texture and compo-
sition to create a small ab-
stract felted canvas. Open to 
all skill levels. 1 to 3:30 p.m. 
Sign up at troutbeck.com
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Tri-Corner Calendar

Historian Russell Shorto joins local educators Peter Vermilyea and Rhonan Mokriski for a conversation about 
Shorto’s “Revolution Song” on March 27 at the Salisbury Forum, marking Salisbury’s commemoration of the 250th 
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. The event begins at 7:30 p.m. at Housatonic Valley Regional High 
School. Register at salisburyforum.org

Items appear as space permits.  
Submit calendar items to editor@lakevillejournal.com.

PHOTO PROVIDED 

Enjoy a free tasting extrav-
aganza at noon featuring 
sweets from Mudgetown 
Chocolate. Stop by to sam-
ple handcrafted treats and 
celebrate local flavor.

An Acoustic Evening with 
Buddy Wakefield and 
Holly Miranda
Troutbeck, 515 Leedsville 
Rd., Amenia, N.Y.
Acclaimed poet Buddy 
Wakefield and singer/song-
writer Holly Miranda team 
up for an evening of music 
and raw storytelling at 5 p.m. 
Tickets at troutbeck.com.

Better Habitat for Birds: 
Volunteer Workday
Sharon Audubon Center, 
325 Cornwall Bridge Road, 
Sharon, Conn.
Help remove invasive plants 
and restore habitat near 
Ford Pond. Tools provided; 
volunteers ages 10+ wel-
come. 1 to 3 p.m. Register at 
act.audubon.org.

Heroes in Your Backyard: 
Native Plants for 
Healthier Landscapes
Sharon Town Hall, 63 Main 
St., Sharon, Conn.
Michael Nadeau discusses 
how to choose, source and 
support native plants, in-
cluding the pros and cons of 
“nativars,” in this final work-
shop of a three-part series. 
9:30 to 11 a.m. Contact the 
Sharon Land Trust at 860-
364-5137 or info@sharon-
landtrust.org.

Out of the Mist...A Dragon
The Stissing Center, 2950 
Church St., Pine Plains, N.Y.
Live Japanese Bunraku-style 
puppet theater for family au-
diences. 5 p.m.

Tickets at thestissingcenter.
org

	 MARCH 29
Elizabeth “Mumbet” 

Freeman Portrayal by 
Tammy Denease
Scoville Memorial Library, 
38 Main St., Salisbury, Conn. 
scovillelibrary.org
Tammy Denease portrays 
Elizabeth “Mumbet” Free-
man of Sheffield, the first 
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Brain Teasers
CLUES ACROSS
 1. “Bird of Paradise” 

constellation
 5. Red Sox WS winner 

Bronson
 11. Whirl
 12. � e State Dept. has a 

notable one
 16. Energy, style and 

enthusiasm
 17. Part of the mind
 18. Mountainous country
 19. Type of beverage
 24. Atomic #109
 25. Opposite of falsities
 26. Female sheep
 27. Rocky peak
 28. Sensitive information 

sharing environment
 29. Ethnic group of 

� ailand
 30. Patron saint of Rome 

Philip
 31. Psychedelics
 33. Japanese pine
 34. Have an impact on
 38. Violent disorder
 39. A French river
 40. Early Mesoamerican 

civilization
 43. Messenger ribonucleic 

acid
 44. Musician Clapton
 45. Ancient Greek sophist
 49. Largest English 

dictionary (abbr.)
 50. Valley
 51. A way to unwind
 53. Atomic #93
 54. Recommending
 56. Indigo bush
 58. Larry and Curly’s pal
 59. O� -Broadway theater 

award
 60. Fencers
 63. Small Eurasian deer (pl.)
 64. Relating to songbirds
 65. A way to assign

CLUES DOWN
 1. Some are “secret”
 2. Intestinal openings
 3. Distant planet
 4. Assembly possessing high 

legislative powers
 5. Genus of typical owls
 6. One with distinctively 

colored hair
 7. Red cross
 8. An alternative
 9. Abominable snowmen
 10. About ear
 13. � e opening letters
 14. Feeling of regret
 15. Atomic #39

 20. Luteinizing hormone
 21. Atomic #55
 22. Carries a debt
 23. Albanian monetary unit
 27. Semitic abjad letter
 29. Yes
 30. Negative
 31. Earn a perfect score
 32. Connecticut
 33. Partner to cheese
 34. Snack nuts
 35. Quadruped’s body part
 36. Locate
 37. Pitching statistic
 38. “__, myself and I”
 40. Utah city northwest of 

Provo
 41. Football players in the 

trenches
 42. One who runs the show
 44. Wood
 45. Performing artists
 46. Slang for a cut
 47. More breathable

March 19 Solution

March 19 Solution

Sudoku

 48. Most cra� y
 50. Provokes into action
 51. University of Dayton
 52. Sodium
 54. Large � sh of the 

mackerel family
 55. Not one
 57. __ and behold
 61. Sports highlight show
 62. “� e Great Lakes State”

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org

Noble
HORIZONS

Senior Living • Rehabilitation • Skilled Nursing • Memory Care

A nonprofit organization 
17 Cobble Road, Salisbury, CT 06068  
(860) 435-9851 • www.noblehorizons.org
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There was an error in 
last week’s WotW

A R R O W

S K A T E

C H E A P

L A N C E

D A N C E

Word of the Week
Hints relate to adjacent five-letter words. Solve to reveal correct letters.

Green tiles indicate correctly placed letters in the Word of the Week.
Yellow tiles indicate a correct letter in the wrong place. 

Uncolored tiles indicate letters that do not appear in the WotW.

 WORD OF THE WEEK ©THE LAKEVILLE JOURNAL

1. Part of a car, or a tree

2. Game points total

3. Seat for one

4. Dip for carrots, wings

5. Month of Madness

can see.
Deep in the woods on 

the hill above our house in 
Norfolk sits a giant marsh-
mallow-shaped rock, one 
of the billion-year-old ones. 
At some point, someone 
leaned a ladder against it 
— a standing invitation to 
a new perspective.

How can we know the 
things that are invisible, 
the stars behind the stars? 
How can we feel connected 
to what came before us and 
sits silently around us, too 
slow for our impatient eyes 
to see?

Every once in a while, 
someone leans a ladder 
against a rock so we can’t 
miss it. Most of the time, 
we’re on our own.

I sometimes joke with 
my younger sister that 

when I die, she and our 
nieces can divide up what-
ever I leave behind, includ-
ing the handbag she has 
had her eye on for years. 
But who will see and care 
about a bowl of rocks too 
heavy to lift and too silent 
about their value to be ap-
preciated?

This is for you, Lynn, 
Stacey, Katie and Rose.

I hope you keep the 
planet in my bowl together.

It might be, after all, 
my small and only lasting 
intervention in the world.

Cheryl Heller is a design-
er, educator and business 
strategist who pioneered 
the field of social design and 
founded the first social de-
sign MFA program at the 
School of Visual Arts. She 
lives in Norfolk.

... bowl full of stars
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B3

PHOTO BY CHERYL HELLER

A rock with a ladder.
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OUR TOWNS

Real Estate

To view all 
the news and 

Classifieds from 
The Lakeville 

Journal and The 
Millerton News 
each week, go to 
our websites at 

lakevillejournal.
com and 

millertonnews.
com

THE NEWS 
THAT MATTERS 

to you

HOUSING       BUSINESSES
GOVERNMENT       SCHOOLS       LAND

RIVERS & LAKES       HISTORY       SPORTS
NONPROFITS      THE ARTS      RECREATION

THE NORTHWEST CORNER       THE HARLEM VALLEY

860-435-9873 • 64 Route 7 N, Falls Village, CT 06031

Subscribe Today
You’ll never miss vital reporting with a subscription  

to your community news source.

Just $10 monthly
Email circulation@lakevillejournal.com or call 860-435-9873 x303.

Email ads to 
classified@

lakevillejournal.com

To Place an Ad Call 860-435-9873 or visit lakevillejournal.com/classified-ad

ClassifiedsClassifieds
HELP WANTED

THE HOTCHKISS LIBRARY 
OF SHARON: seeks a moti-
vated, tech-savvy, creative 
Community Engagement 
Coordinator to implement 
our marketing and commu-
nications strategy and assist 
with programming and 
events. Must demonstrate 
graphic design experience, 
strong technology skills, 
excellent spoken and writ-
ten communication, an 
attention to detail, and abil-
ity to prioritize. Must work 
well independently, with a 
team, and with the public. 
20-24 hours per week. Send 
cover letter, resume, and 
writing and graphic design 
samples to ghachmeister@
hotchkisslibrary.org.

Correcting Errors
We are happy to correct 
errors in news stories when 
they are called promptly to 
our attention. We are also 
happy to correct factual and/
or typographical errors in 
advertisements when such 
errors affect meaning.

HELP WANTED
GARDENERS NEEDED FOR 

NATIVE PLANT DESIGN 
BUSINESS: March 15- De-
cember 1st. Must be physi-
cally fit and dependable. Call 
for interview 347-496-5168. 
Resume and references 
needed.

WANT TO JOIN OUR TEAM?: 
Wyantenuck Country Club is 
seeking Bartenders, Dish-
washers, Line/Prep Cooks 
and Waitstaff. Positions 
start the last week of April/
beginning of May. We offer 
a competitive pay with 
flexible shifts on weekdays 
and/or weekend daytime 
or evening shifts. Please 
send resumes to: brandon@ 
wyantenuck.org, call 413-
528-0350 or stop by in 
person.

SERVICES 
OFFERED

GARDENING: Spring and Fall 
Cleanup and Stone W alls. 
845-444-4492.

HECTOR PACAY LAND-
S C A P I N G  A N D  CO N -
STRUCTION LLC: Fully in-
sured. Renovation, decking, 
painting; interior exterior, 
mowing lawn, garden, stone 
wall, patio, tree work, clean 
gutters, mowing fields. 845-
636-3212.

REAL ESTATE
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
All real estate advertised in 
this newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing Act 
of 1966 revised March 12, 
1989 which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination

REAL ESTATE
: based on race, color religion, 

sex, handicap or familial 
status or national origin or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination. All residen-
tial property advertised in 
the State of Connecticut 
General Statutes 46a-64c 
which prohibit the making, 
printing or publishing or 
causing to be made, printed 
or published any notice, 
statement or advertisement 
with respect to the sale 
or:rental of a dwelling that 
indicates any preference, 
limitation or discrimination  
based on race, creed, color, 
national origin, ancestry, 
sex, marital status, age, law-
ful source of income, familial 
status, physical or mental 
disability or an intention to 
make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.

HOUSES  
FOR RENT

MT RIGA LAKEFRONT CAB-
IN: Private beach, canoe, 
kayaks, fishing $1,275 / 
Week 585-355-5245.

SHARON, 2 BD/ /2BTH 1900 
SQFT HOME: on private 
Estate-Gbg, Water, Mow/
plow included. utilities ad-
dtl. $2300.00. Please call: 
860-309-4482.

RENTALS 
WANTED

64 YEAR OLD SINGLE FE-
MALE SEEKING:private 
room and bath for long term 
rental. Excellent business, 
personal and landlord ref-
erences. Lauramoore1965@
gmail.com.

SPACE  
FOR RENT

THE CT APPALACHIAN 
TRAIL COMMIT TEE: is 
seeking +/-500 ft-sq of space 
to store our tools, signs, and 
equipment. Ideally located 
between Kent and Falls 
Village. trails@ct-amc.org.

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal
MILLERTON NEWS

The

The Winsted JournalCOMPASS

860-435-9873  • 64 Route 7 North, Falls Village, CT 06031
lakevillejournal.com

The Lakeville Journal, a nonprofit community 
weekly newspaper with a growing digital 

presence and orientation, seeks a dynamic, 
community-focused managing editor.

The managing editor will be primarily responsible 
for editing and writing articles to serve 
communities of Northwest Connecticut. 

Working with the executive editor, duties include 
planning news coverage, ensuring there is a balance 
of quality stories and photos, and that deadlines 
are met. The managing editor is expected to work 
collaboratively with The Millerton News managing 
editor, Arts editor, and others to ensure readers 
across the region are well-informed. 

The successful candidate will have a strong news 
background and desire to grow news coverage 
across the region. 

This position is full time with medical, dental  
and vision benefits, a 401(k) plan, generous PTO.

Send resume and inquiries to 
Executive Editor, Christian Murray
christianm@lakevillejournal.com.

Managing Editor
Selling properties in CT, Mass, and New York, since 1955

318 Main Street • Lakeville, Connecticut • 860-435-9891 • www.robinleechrealestate.com

Robinson Leech Real Estate
Distinctive Country Properties

FOR NATURE LOVERS: AN ECONOMICAL LAND SITE WITH NATURE BOG.  
IDEAL FOR JUST A SEASONAL SPOT (CAMPING?)  TO SEE ITS NATURE.   

OR, HOME AND ENJOY THE ‘SIGHTS’ OF NATURE. 

 4-5 acres ‘declared’ to be a BOG; balance available for building a 
nature’s outlook, or full time home. Flat where buildable. Includes 
an installed underground power hookup into the site.  Selective 
clearing involve.  Subject complying with town regulations.  New 
perc tests required.  Offered at $110,000. 

10 ACRES, rural, high setting with GREAT views, a mountain 
stream, pond site, and quiet. BROKER owned.

LAND PARCEL7+ ACRES OF LAND LAND PARCEL

DUTCHESS COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S REPORT

Dutchess County Sheriff’s 
Office Harlem Valley area 
activity report March 13 to 
March 18.

March 13 — Deputies 
responded to 7 John St. in 
Millerton to investigate a 
domestic dispute occurring 
at that location.  Matter re-
solved without further police 
intervention.

March 14 — Deputies re-
sponded to Ingersoll Chevro-
let in the Town of Pawling for 
a report of a stolen vehicle 
at that location.  Manage-
ment reported a Gray 2018 
Camaro was taken from the 
lot overnight.  Investigation 
on-going      

March 16 — Deputies re-
sponded to Route 3192 in the 
Town of Dover for a report 
of a suspicious person on the 
property. Investigation result-
ed in the arrest of Courtney 
D. Chappell, age 44, who was 
charged with burglary in the 
third degree as well as petit 

larceny. Chappell was issued 
an appearance ticket return-
able to the Town of Dover 
court at a later date.      

March 18 — Deputies re-
sponded to Irving Farm Cof-
fee in the Village of Millerton 
for a reported female causing 
a disturbance. The female was 
gone upon patrol arrival.  In-
vestigation on-going.

                                                 
PLEASE NOTE: All sub-

jects arrested and charged are 
alleged to have committed the 
crime and are presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty and 
are to appear in local courts 
later.

If you have any informa-
tion relative to the afore-
mentioned criminal cases, or 
any other suspected criminal 
activity please contact the 
Dutchess County Sheriff’s Of-
fice tip line at 845 605 CLUE 
(2583) or Email  dcsotips@
gmail.com.  All information 
will be kept confidential.

Pine Plains median home price 

jumps to nearly $550,000

By CHRISTINE BATES

Special to the Millerton News

PINE PLAINS — The 
12-month trailing median sale 
price for a single-family home 
in the Town of Pine Plains 
climbed to $548,250 for the 
period ending Jan. 31, 2026.

That figure marks a 55% 
increase from the $353,750 
median recorded for the 
12 months ending Jan. 31, 
2025, and a 58% jump from 
$347,500 for the comparable 
period ending Jan. 31, 2024.

The annual number of 
home sales, measured on a 
12-month rolling basis, re-
mained within Pine Plains’ 
three-year range of 12 to 18 
sales per year. A total of 18 
single-family homes sold in 
the 12 months ending Jan. 31, 
2026, compared with 14 sales 
in the period ending Jan. 31, 
2025, and 18 sales in the 12 
months ending one year prior.

The market’s busiest 
stretch in recent years was 
during the pandemic-era 
boom. In June 2021, Pine 
Plains recorded 40 home sales 
on a 12-month rolling basis.

Inventory remains limited. 
As of March 21, there were 10 
single-family homes on the 
market. Of those, four were 
listed for more than $1 million.

There were also six parcels 
of land listed on the MLS, 
along with four rental listings 
ranging from $2,610 to $6,500 
per month.

PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BATES

Built in 1880, this historic home at 80 North Main St., featuring original details, 

recently sold “as is” for $520,000 as part of an estate sale. 

January transfers

30 North Main St. – 4 
bedroom/2.5 bath house built 
in 1880 on .73 acres sold to 
30 North Main PP LLC for 
$520,000

34 Myrtle Ave. – 5 bed-
room/2.5 bath home built 
in 1900 on .25 acres sold to 
Travis Angelo for $270,000

Lake Shore Drive (Parcel # 
080203) - .24 vacant acres on 
Stissing Lake sold to Friends of 
Stissing Landmarks for $5,000

* Town of Pine Plains real 
estate transfers recorded be-

tween Jan. 1, 2026 and Jan. 31, 
2026, provided by Dutchess 
County Office of Real Prop-
erty. Transfers without con-
sideration are not included. 
Current market listings from 
First Key MLS and market sta-
tistics from Infosparks. Note 
that recorded transfers fre-
quently lag sales by a number 
of days and include proper-
ties sold privately. Compiled 
by Christine Bates, Real Estate 
Salesperson with William Pitt 
Sotheby’s International Realty, 
Licensed in CT and NY.

Your nonprofit community news source needs  
your ongoing support to flourish.   

Please visit millertonnews.com/donate  
to give a donation of any size.

Thank you!

Local Matters

The Lakeville Journal    The Millerton News
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FREEFREE 
In-Home In-Home 
ConsultationConsultation

Shades, Blinds, Shutters,
Home Automation and more

www.budgetblinds.com
An Independently Owned and Operated Franchise

JOHN & JUNE KINSKY
BUDGET BLINDS OF LITCHFIELD COUNTY

860.619.2811
jjkinsky@budgetblinds.com

budgetblinds.com/litchfi eldcounty
HIC#0648748

BUY MORE
SAVE MORE

1-5 shades: 20%
6-10 shades: 25%

11 or more: 30%
*Excludes Lutron 

& Hunter Douglas
Good until 3/31/26

Building/Remodeling

Healthcare

SHARON LAWN  
& LANDSCAPE 

Residential & Commercial    Landscape Maintenance for Every Season 

Home Improvement Contractor: #0652878

Serving Northwest CT and Dutchess County, NY

Excavation
Excavators • Backhoes • Bulldozers  

Dumptrucks • Power Rake • Foundations Dug  
Water & Electric Lines Dug 

Drainage Installed • Landclearing • Grading  
Ponds Dug  • Driveways/Roads Repaired/Installed 

Landscaping
Lawn Installation • Lawn Repair • Fencing 
Paver Bluestone Terraces • Retaining Walls 

Unilock, Versa-Lok, Cambridge Pavers 
Decorative Ponds, Waterfalls 

Tree And Shrub Planting

Grounds Maintenance
Lawn Care • Spring Clean Up • Fall Clean Up 

Edging, Mulching • Lawn Fertilization 
Lawn Pest, Disease Control • Weed Control 

Weekly Maintenance Programs • Field Mowing 
Snowplowing, Salting, Sanding • Brush Clearing

Commercial & Residential | Credit Cards Accepted
(860) 672-5440

sharonlawnandlandscape@yahoo.com

lakevillejournal.com  
millertonnews.com

When you need  
to know what’s happening  
in youryour area, we’re there.

The Lakeville Journal   •   The Millerton News   •   Compass   •   lakevillejournal.com   •   millertonnews.com

To Have Your Service Listed and reach 30,000 Potential Customers Call 860-435-9873

Specialist DirectorySpecialist Directory DEADLINE
Friday at 4 p.m. for the following 

Thursday’s publication date.

Full color available. 
Call your advertising 

manager today!

Auto Repair

THE FLOOR SPECIALIST
“When You Want The Best”

Old/new resurfaced to perfection.

Frank Monda
thefloorspecialist@verizon.net | 860-671-0468

Floor Refinishing
Painting

Landscaping

Lightning Rods

Moving

Hussey Painting
Decorating & Wallpapering

Interior & Exterior
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

State Licensed Home Improvement Contractors
Insured & EPA Certified

Now accepting most major credit cards
Family Owned and operated Since 1978

www.husseypainting.com
emmethussey@gmail.com

Emmet Hussey
860.435.8149

www.hussey-painting.com

Property Services

Christopher Toomey  860-824-4956
Licensed Arborist  Telephone & Fax

25 Years Exp.
6 Barracks Road

Free Estimates
Canaan, CT 06018

CT Arborist Lic. #S-4207

Pruning-Bracing-Clearing
Ornamental & Hedge Trimming

Removals-Vistas
Tree Fertilization

PEROTTI
TREE SURGEONS LLC

Shade Tree Preservation      Home Orchard Care 
Landscape Renovation      Hazard Tree Removal    

Tick Control      Organic Options
Native Arborist since 1997

Jeff Perotti      860-824-5051
perottitreesurgeons.com

CT Pest Registration #B-2341
CT Lic. Arborist #S4607  MA Cert. Arborist #2136

RESIDENTIAL                                                       COMMERCIAL   

860-824-8149
PO Box 414 East Canaan, CT 06024

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Tree removal • Chipping • View Cutting • Land Clearing • Logging • Firewood
JOHN’S TREE SERVICE

Blinds

Tree Service

Roofing Services

Overhead Doors

Fast, friendly service since 1954

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous 
door options to fit any budget! Residential, 

commercial & industrial doors, electric 
operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883 
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com
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operators, radio controls, sales & service.

Celebrating

65Years

(518) 392 3883
673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS(518) 392 3883

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Celebrating

71
Years

KARL ON WHEELS
Let us move your stuff
Prompt, Safe Delivery • Fully Insured

(860)499-0406
karlonwheels.com

DDJJ  HHaallll  RRoooofifinngg  &&  SSiiddiinngg,,  LLLLCC
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

69 Ginger Ln, Torrington, CT • djhallroofing.com  
860-485-5887 • djhallroofing@optonline.net

Roofing • Damage Repairs • Gutters • Solar
Interior/Exterior Painting • Drywall • Repairs
Fully Licensed & Insured | Residential & Commercial Repairs
GAF Master Elite Installer & BBB Rated 
Over 35 years experience

THOMSON ROOFING LLC
“WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND”

STANDING SEAM METAL • SHINGLES
Brad Thomson

413-854-3663 • bthomson75@yahoo.com
She­  eld, MA

THOMSON ROOFING LLC

North East MufflEr INc.
Custom Bending Up to 3 Inches

Tires • Brakes • Mufflers • New York State Inspections
Open Monday - Friday 8 to 5; Saturday 8 to 1

Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669John Heck  Cindy Heck

We’ve made it even easier to 

Stay Informed.
Visit lakevillejournal.com or  

millertonnews.com to purchase  

a print or online subscription.

Or call 800-339-9873 ext. 303

your news
your community

your life!
Not sure who to turn to 

when you need a service?

Every week we bring you  

this directory of Specialists  

in print and online. 

From Automobiles to  

Windows, the Specialist you 

need is at your fingertips.

We’ll keep you connected.

And, when you find the 

Specialist you’re looking for, 

let them know you found them 

in your independent, locally 

owned, community newspapers.
(860) 248-9442 • VADNEYSLANDSCAPING.COM
Complete Site Work • Brush Hogging • Excavation • Tree Work 

Land Clearing • Septic Systems • Lawn Care • Snow Plowing

Free Estimates • Fully Insured    E-mail: DylanVadney@yahoo.com

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

CREAM HILL 
PAINT &, PAPER 

INTERIOR&. EXTERIOR PAINTING · WALLPAPERING 

CREAMHILLPAINTING@GMAIL.COM • 917 400 1154 

FULLY INSURED · INSTAGRAM: @CREAMHILLPAINTING 

Your Local News
Just the Way You Like It
Print Subscription Includes
Free Access to Website 
and the Replica Edition!

$10 monthly
In County | $12.25 Outside County

Subscribe Today
860-435-9873 | circulation@lakevillejournal.com
LakevilleJournal.com | MillertonNews.com

MILLERTON NEWS
The

The Winsted Journal

PAINTING • PATIOS • LAWN MOWING 
WOOD CLEARING • SNOW PLOWING  

LAWN FERTILIZER • HANDYMAN WORK 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT • EXCAVATION

CHIK’S PAINTING
“Quality work at its best”

Interior/ Exterior
Carpentry/ Remodeling
Powerwashing
Drywall & Taping
Popcorn Removal
Wallpaper Hanging & Removal

Over 40 years experience
Fully insured • Local references
Credit Cards Accepted

860-484-9127      HIC0673003

ROOFING • SIDING
GUTTERS • REPAIRS

Serving the Greater Litch� eld County area

Fully Insured

HIC-603104

860-459-9921  |  ParamountProRoofing.com

FLEXability LLC
Physical Therapy at Home

(828) 301-8129
FLEXabilityLLC.com

Outpatient Services
Strengthening & Conditioning

Gabrielle Githens MSPT
CT License 009286

Gabrielle.noiseux@gmail.com
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